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For the more readily turning to any particular 
AUTHOR, or PERFORMANCE. 
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CONnTALINING 


The Lives and Productions of every Dramatic Writer for the Eng/ifþ 

or Iriſþ THEATRES, including not only all thoſe Memoirs chat 

have been formerly written, but alſo a great Number of new 

Lives and curious Anecdotes never before communicated to the 

_ Public,—Alfo the Lives of our moſt celebrated Actors, who were 
likewiſe Authors of any Theatrical Compoſition, from Syaxz- 
SPEAR and Jon xsox, down to the preſent Times, 
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R. Gent, — Theſe 
Initials we find pre- 
SA. 4 fixed to a Dramatic 


Pi led, 
1 N. 5K The — *#lcb- 


man, Tragi-Com. 


None of the Writers give any 
Account of this Author, nor even 
hint at his real Name, yet 1 can- 


not help venturing one Conjec- 
ture in Regard to him, which is, 
that I think it not improbable to 
de Mr. Robert Armin, Author of 


a Comedy called the Hiſtory of 


the Tevo Maids of Moore Clacke. 


© — There being ſome Reſemblæ e 
in the Manger and Stile of che 
two Titles, and the Difference of 


only fix Years in their Dates, the 


laſt- namꝰ d Piece having been pub- 


liched in the Vear 1 and 1 
before us in 161 5. 
Avans, 


4 That: probably not even ee, 


the Care 1 the Rey 
George, M. 2— 
This is, I believe, a living Au- 
thor, but has made only one At- 
tempt in the dramatic Way, and 


AD 


for the Stage, but only publiſhed 


for the more undifturb'd Peruſai 
of the Cloſet. It is called, 
The Life and Death of So- 
__ PHOCL Es, Hiſt, Play. 
ADD1$S0N, Foſepb, Elq;—This 
very great Ornament to the Age 
he lived in, his own Country in 
particular, and to the Cauſe of 
polite Literature in general, was 
Son of the Rev. Dr. Launcelor 
Addiſon, who afterwards became 
Dean of Lircbßeid and Coventry, 


but at the Time of this Son's 


Birth was Rector of Mileftan, near 


Vit, at which Place . 


the Subject of our preſent Conſi- 
—_— me civ'd his vital Breath, 
on the, 2 y of May, 1672, 
He was very — ſent to — 


to Ambroſbury, being 
Ae Noi, 
then Maſter of that Schoolz from 


thence, as ſoon as he had receiy- 


ed the firſt Rudiments of Litera- 


ture, he was removed to Saliſbury 


9 LONG by. the Reverend 
['s i Mr. 
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1 
Mr. Taylor, and after that to the 
Charter-Houſe, where he was un- 


der the Tuition of the learned 
Dr. Ellis. Here he firſt con- 


tracted an Intimacy with Mr. 


Steele, afterwards Sir Ricbard, 
which continued inviolable till 
his Death. At about fifteen 
Vears of Age he was enter'd of 
Queen's College, Oxford, and in 
about two Years afterwards, thro 
the Intereſt of Dr. Lancaſter, Dean 
of Magdalen's, elected into that 
College, and admitted to the De- 
grees of Bachelor and Maſter of 
Arts. 

While he was at the Univer- 


| fity, he was repeatedly ſolicited 
by his Father and other Friends 


to enter into Holy Orders, which, 
altho' from his extreme Modeſty 
and natural Diffidence he would 
gladly have declined, yet, in 
Compliance with his Father's De- 
fires, he was once very near con - 
cluding on; when having, thro' 
Mr. Congreve's Means, become a 
great Favorite with that univerſal 
Patron of Poetry and the polite 
Arts, the famous Lord Halifax, 
that Nobleman, who had fre- 
quently regretted that ſo few 


Men of liberal Education and 


great Abilities applied themſelves 
to Affairs of public Buſineſs, in 
which their Country might reap 
the Advantage of their Talents, 
earneſtiy perſuaded him to lay 
aſide this Deſign, and as an En- 


couragement for him ſo to do, 


and an Indulgence to an Inclina- 
tion for Travel, which ſhew'd 
itſelf in Mr. Addiſon, procur' d 
him an annual Penſion of 30ol. 


from the Crown, to enable him 


to make the Tour of France and 

Italy, | $44 

On this Tour then he ſet out 
at the latter End of the Vear 


1699, did his Country great 
Hondur by his extraordinary Abi- 


Way Rome, and at Vienna com- 


wn. eb water FI — 


AD 
lities, receiving in his Turn 
every Mark of Eſteem that could 
be ſhewn to a Man of exalted 
Genius, particularly from M, 
Boileau, the famous French Poet, 
and the Abbe Salvini, Profeſſor 
of the Greek Tongue in the Uni- 
verſity of Florence, the former of 
whom declar'd that he firſt con- 
ceived an Opinion of the Engliſb 
Genius for Poetry from Mr. Ad- 
diſon's Latin Poems, printed in 
the Muſe Anglicanæ, and the 
latter tranſlated into elegant Ta- 
lian Verſe, his Epiſtolary Poem 
to Lord Halifax, which is eſ- 
teemed a Maſter-Piece in it's 
Kind, | 

In the Year 1702, as he was 
about to return Home, he was 
informed from his Friends in E:g- 
land, by Letter, that King Ni- 
liam intended him the Poſt of 
Secretary to attend the Army un- 
der Prince Eugene in Traly,—This 
was an Office that would have 
been extremely acceptable to ATr, 
Addiſon ; but his Majeſty's Death, 
which happen' d before he could 
get his Appointment, put a Stop 
to that, together with his Pen- 
ſion.— This News came to him 
at Geneva; he thereſore choſe to 
make the Tour of Germany in his 


pos'd his Treatiſe on Medals, 
which however did not make 
it's Appearance till after his 
Death. 
A different Set of Miniſters 
coming to the Management of 
Affairs in the Beginning of Queen 
Anne's Reign, and: conſequently 
the Intereſt of Mr. Addiſon's 
Friends being conſiderably weak - 
ened, he continued unemploy'd 
and in Obſcurity till 1704, when 
an Accident call'd him again in- 
to Notice, 
The amazing Victory gain'd 
by the great Duke of Markborough 
| | at 
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AD. 

at Blenheim, exciting a Defire in 
the Earl of Gedo!pbin, then Lord 
High Treaſurer, to have it cele- 
brated in Verſe, Lord Hallifax, to 
whom that Nobleman had com- 
municated this his Wiſh, recom- 
mended Mr. Addiſon to him, as 


the only Perſon who was likely to 
execute ſuch a Taſk in a Manner 
adequate to the Subject; in which 


he ſucceeded ſo happily, that 
when the Poem he wrote, vz. 
the Campaign, was finiſhed no 
fart her than to the celebrated 
Simile of the Angel, the Lord 
High Treaſurer was ſo delighted 


with it, that he immediately pre- t 
Author in particular — nor after 


ſented the Author with the Place 
of one of the Commiſſioners of 
Appeals in the Exciſe,” in the 


Room of Mr. Locke, who had 
been juſt promoted to the Board 


of Trade. | 
In the Year 1705, he attended 
Lord Halliſax to Hanover, and in 


the ſucceeding Vear was appoint- 


ed Under Secretary to Sir Charles 


Hedges, then Secretary of State; Quee 


nor did he loſe this Poſt on the 


Removal of Sir Charles, the Earl 
of Sunderiand, who ſucceeded to 


that Gentleman, willingly con- 


tinuing Mr, Addiſon as his Under- 


Secretary, 


In 1709, Lord Wharton being 


appointed Lord Lieutenant of Jre- 
land, nominated our Author Se- 
cretary for that Kingdom, the 
Queen at the ſame Time beſtow- 
ing on him alſo the Poſt of 
Keeper of the Records in Tre- 
land. — But when, in the latter 
End of her Majeſty's Reign the 
Miniftry was again changed, and 
Mr, Addiſcn expected no farther 
Employment, he gladly ſubmitted 
to a Retirement, in which he had 


formed a Deſign, which it is much: 


to be regretted that he never had 


in his Power to put in Execu- 


tion, viz, the compiling a Die- 


AD 


tionary to fix the Standard of the 
Engliſh Language upon the ſame 
Kind of Plan with the famous 
Dittionario della Cruſca of the 1ta- 
lians.— A Work in no Language 
ſo much wanted as in our own, 
and which from ſo maſterly, ſo . 


elegant and ſo correct a Pen as 


this Gentleman's, could not have 
fail'd being executed to the great- 
eſt Degree of Perfection. We 
have however the leſs Reaſon to 
lament this Loſs, as the ſame 
Deſign has ſince been carried on, 


and brought to a Maturity that 


reflects the higheſt Honour on 


our Country in general, and it's 


this Character can I, I think, 


have need to enter into a farther 


Explanation, or even hint, that 

I mean Mr. Samuel Jobnſon's Dic- 

tionary of the Engliſh Language. 
What prevented Mr. Addifen's 


purſuing this Defign, was his be- 
ing again called out into public 


Buſineſs ; for on the Death of the 
n, he was appointed Secre - 
tary to the Lords Juſtices; then 
again, in 1711, Secretary for 
Ireland, and on Lord Sunderland s 
Refignation of the Lord Lieute- 
nancy, he was made one of the 
Lords Commiſſioners of Trade. 
In 1716, he married the 
Counteſs of Warwick, and in the 
enſuing Year was raiſed to the 
high Dignizy of one of her Ma- 
jeſty's principal Secretaries of 
State.—The Fatigues of this im- 
portant Poſt being too much for 
Mr. Addiſon's Conſtitution, which 
was naturally not an extraordinary 
one, he was very ſoon obliged 
to reſign it, intending for the Re- 
mainder of his Life to purſue the 
Completion of ſome literary De- 
figns which he had planned out : 
but this he had no long Time al- 


lowed him for the doing, an 


Aſthma, attended with a Dropſy, 


FAS} carrying 
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AD 


carrying him off the Stage of this 


World before he could finiſh any 
of his Schemes. He departed 
this Life at Holland Houſe, near 
Kenſington, on the 17th of June, 
1719, having then juſt entered 
into his 48th Year, and left be- 
hind him one only Daughter. 

As a Writer we need ſay little 
of him, as the general Eftecm 
his Works were, ftill are, and 
ever. muſt, be Held in, . pleads, 
« as Shakeſpeare ſays, like Sage 
Trumpet tengu d, in their 
half.— As a Poet, his Cato in the 
dramatic, and his Campaign in the 
heroic Way, will ever maintain a 


Place among the firſt Rate Works 
of either Kind, — Vet I cannot 
help tkinking even theſe excelled 
by the Elegance, Accuracy, and 


Elevation of his Profe Mritings; 
among which his Papers in the 
Tatiers, Spectators and Guardians 


hold a foremoſt Rank, and muſt. 


continue the Objects of Admira- 
tion, ſo long as the Engliſh Lan- 
guage retains its Purity, or any 


- Authors who have written in it 


continue to be read,—As a Man, 


3t is impoſſible to ſay too much, 


and 1t would even extend beyond 
our preſent Limits to ſay enough, 


in his Praiſe, as he was in every 


ReſpeR truly valuable. In private 
life he was amiable, in public 
Employment honourable; a zea - 


lous Patriot; faithful to his 


Friends and ſtedfaſt to his Prin- 
ciples; and the noble Sentiments 
which every where breathe thro' 
his Cato, are no more than Ema- 
nations of that Love for his 
Country, which was the conſtant 
Guide of all his Actions. — But 
Laſt of all let us view him as a 
Cbriſtian, in which Light he will 
appear fill more exalted than in 
any other.—And to this End no- 
thing perhaps can more e Fectu- 


s per, ſays he, © he diſmiſſed 


ec have ſome 


£0 
ally lead us than the relating an 
Anecdote concerning his Death, 
in the Words of one of the bef# 
Men as well as the be Writers 
now. living, who, in a Pamphlet 
written almoſt entirely to intro- 
duce this little Story, ſpeaks of 
bim in the following Manner. 
e After a long and manly, but 
« vain Struggle with his Diſtem- 


his Phyficians, and with them 
all Hepes of Life: but with 
« his Hopes of Life he diſmiſſed 
& not his Concern for the Living, 
ce but ſent for a Youth nearly 
6 related, and finely accompliſh- 
© ed, but not above being the 
* better for good . Impreſſions 
« from a dying Friend: he came; 
ee but Life now glimmering in 
© the Socket, the dying Friend 
© was filent,—After a decent and 
2 | ang ie We the Youth 1 
Dear Sir! ent for me: 
171 


« believe, a | Hopes that you 
: I ſpall 54 


© them moſt ſacred. «= May diſtant 
« Ages, proceeds this Author, 
ce not only hear, but feel the Re- 
ce ply l-——Forcibly graſping the 
« Youth's Hand, he ſoftly ſaid, 
ec See in what Peace a Chriſtian 
ce can die—He ſpoke with Diffi- 
ec culty, and ſoon expired'— The 
Pamphlet from which this is 
quoted, is entitled, Conjectures on 
original Compoſition, and altho' 
publiſhed Anonymous, was writ- 
ten by the great Dr. Edward 
Young, —Nor can I with more 
Propriety cloſe my Character of 
Mr. Addiſon than with this very 
Gentleman's Obſervations on the 
juſt- mentioned Anecdote, when, 
after telling us that it is to this 
Circumſtance Mr. Tickell refers, 
where, in his Lines on this great 
Man's Death he has theſe 
Words, 

He 


AD 
He taught us how ta liue; and, 
0b roo high © 
A Price for Knowledge, taught 
us bow to die. 


thus proceeds Dr, Young 3 46 had 
ec not this poor Plank been thrown 
« out, the chief Article of his 
« Glory would probably have 
cc been ſunk for ever, and late 


„Ages had received but a Frag- 


« ment of his Fame.— A Frag- 
© ment glorious indeed, for his 
Genius how bright! but to 
«© commend him for Compoſition, 


« tho* immortal, is Detraction 


«« Hab, if there our Encomium 


« ends,—-Let us look farther to 


« that concluding Scene, which 
„ ſpoke human Nature not unre- 


« Jated to the Divine. To that 


jet us pay the long and large 
4 Arrear of our greatly poſthu- 
c mous Applauſe.” 

A little farther he thus termi- 
nates this noble Encomium. . 
If Powers were not wanting, a 
« Monument more durable than 
«« thoſe of Marble, ſhould proudly 
« rife in this ambitious Page to 
r the new and far nobler Addiſen, 
© than that which you and the 
« Public have fo long and ſo 
« much admired :—nor this Na- 
tion only, for it is Eurepe's 
« Addiſon as well as ours; tho' 


. Errope knows not half his Ti. 


tles to her Eſteem, being as 
yet unconſcious that the dying 


44 Addiſon far outſhines her Ad- 


s difon immortal. 
Having thus given ſome Ac 
count of the Life and Death of 


thie great Man, nothing more re- 


mains in this Place to be done, 
but to give a Liſt of his dramatic 
Pieces, which were n 3 
ing three. | 

1. CA To. . 

2. The Drummer. Com. 
3. RosamonD, Opera. 


AR 

ALEXANDER, William, Vid. 
STERLING, Earl of. 
ARMIN, Mr, Robert, —— This 
Author lived in the Reign of 
King James the firſt, and was an 
eminent Comedian of that Time, 
as we may gather from the find- 
ing his Name among the Reft of 
the Performers of Rank in. the 
original Drama of Ben  Fonſor's 


Alcbynift, 16 10.—I have in an- 


other Place ventur'd a Surmiſe in 
Regard to his having been the 
Author of one dramatic -Piece, 
from the Correſpondence of the 
prefix'd Initials, (Lid. above, A. 
R.) we are however aſſur' d in 
Regard to another, to which he 
has put his Name at Length, 
VIZ. - 
The T0 Maids of Moon x 
Cr Ack. FHiſtorical Play. 
And it is very probable that he 
belonged to the then Company of 
Comedians, as in the Title Page 
he writes himſelf One of his Ma- 
Jefty's Servants. — There was pub- 
liſhed in the Year 1604, a Pam» 


phlet entitled, 


4 Diſccurſe of Elizabeth Ar- 
min, , with ſome other Com- 
plices, attempted to poiſen ber Huſ- 
band, 


Whether this Aneccote has 
any Reference to oui Author F. 


cannot pretend to affirm, but 
think it by no Means improba-- 
ble, from the Correſpondence of 
the Date with the Time that he 
flouriſhed in, 

ARNE, Dr. Thomas Auguſtine. 
— The Particulars of this Gen- 
tleman's Life having probably had 
nothing extraordinary in them, 
have no Claim to a Place here, 
eſpecially. as he is ſtill living, 
and it may perhaps appear as a 
Buſineſs of unneceſſary Repeti- 
tion to obſerveto the Public what 
2lmoſt every individual of it well 
knows alieady, v. that he is 
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one of the greatet Maſters of 
Muſical Compoſition at preſent 
exiſting, either in this or any 
other Kingdom. To him the 
World ſands indebted for the 
Mufic of many of our beſt Ora- 
torios, for the Accompanyments 
in others of our more regular 
theatrical Entertainments, and 
ſor the whole of one dramatic 
Piece, of which he is ſaid to be 


not only the Compoſer, but the 


Author, VIY. 
ARTAXERXES, Opera. Na. 
APPENDIX. 
ARrROWSMITH, Mr, — This 


Gentleman was of Cambridge, and 


had the Degree of Mafter of Arts. 
Lan e alone informs us that 
to him was aſcribed a Play, which 


bowever was publiſhed Anony- 
mous, entitled, 


The Reformation. Com. 

As ron, Mr. Ancbeny.— This 
Gentleman, according to the Teſ. 
timony of the Author of the Eri- 

D Theatre, was an Actor in 


{ome of the travelling Compa- 
nies, that perform in the Coun- 


try Parts of this Kingdom. 


He is faid in that Work to have 


been Author of. many humorous 
Scenes, acted, I ſuppofe, by Way 
of Drolls or Fnterludes i in the ſaid 
Company, and of a Piece which 
I imagine was never repreſented, 
called, 

Love in a Hurry. Com. 

Av, Mr. Villiam.— Of this 
Gentleman I know nothing more 
than that he has favoured the 
Public with a Tranſlation of that 
celebrated dramatic "Paſtoral of 
Ta , called, f 

AuinrAs. 
and alſo with that of an Traltan 
Tragedy, the original Text of 


which he bas printed Page by 
Page with his Tranſlation, en- 
titled, | b 


MRO PE. 


Ars. Mr. James. — This 


B. W. 
Author is mentioned no where. 
but in the Britiſb Theatre, where 
he is ſaid to be a Native of Ire 
land (probably yet living) and to 


have wrote one dramatic Piece, 
entitled, 


Sancho at Court, Ballad Opera, 


8 9 — — 


ht. tt — 


B. 


P. or BzTLoxm, Mr. Peter.— 
e So does Langbaine interpret 
the two Letters prefixed to a Play, 
entitled, 
The Mock Duellif, Cem. 
and tells us that the Gentleman 
whom he thus ſuppoſes the Au- 
thor was at that Time living. 
B. |.—Theſe Letters ſtand on 
the Title Page of a Play, called, 
The Amorcus Gallant, Com. © 
but none ofthe Writers have given. 


B 


the leaſt Hint of the A 


real Name. 
B. T. — Theſe Letters only are. 
prefixed to a Comedy, called, 
The Country Girl, 
The Writers in general hower er 
have attributed this Piece to An- 
thony Breever. | 
B. W. — This Author ſtands 
in the ſame Predicament with the 
laſt- mentioned one; none of the 


Writers making any Mention of 
him but by the above Initials, 


which are prefixed to a little Piece 


which was never acted, but is 


printed by the Title of, 

The . Faree. 
This Piece was publiſhed in 1717, 
nor do I meet with any Author 


nearer 2 the Year 1729, 


which is twelve Years afterwards, 


whoſe Name will correſpond to 


theſe Letters; at which Time I. 
find a Tragedy, called Injur'd In- 


nocence, written by William Bil- 


lers, Eſq; and acted at Drury Lane 
with ſome Succeſs,—This is cer 
tainly, 


B A 

tainly not enough to authorize 
our 4. 7 on him as the Author 
of the Farce before us, yet it is 
far from impoſſible that it might 
be only the firſt Eſſay of a Man, 
who afterwards aſpir'd to ſome- 
what of more Importance, 

BAII E V, Mr. Abrabam. 
This Gentleman was a Member 
of the honourable Society of Lin- 
caln - Inn, and in the early Part 
of his Life bir ky _ 

The Spigbeful Siſter, Com. 

3 1 Dr. Jobn. This 
Gentleman was a Phyſician.— 
During ſome leiſure Hours which 
he could ſpare from Buſineſs, he 
amuſed himſelf in compoſing a 
dramatic Piece, called, 

The Married Coguer, Com. 
It was never acted, and probabiy 
the Doctor never intended it for 
a public Repreſentation ;. but be- 
ing at his Deceaſe, which was in 
the Year 1746, found among his 
Papers, it was publiſhed by Sub- 
fcription for the Emolument of 
his Widow. | 
Bax ER, Ms. Thomas, — This 

Gentleman was the Son of a very 

eminent Attorney in the City of 
London,—Whether he was him- 
ſelf bred up to any Bufineſs or 
not, I have not been able to trace, 


but it is apparent by the Pieces 
he has left behind him, that he 


muſt have devoted ſome Part of 
his Time to the Muſes, —His 
Tura was entirely to Comedy, 
and his Plays in general met with 
Succeſs, and were held in good 


| Eſtimation.— Nor was that Ap- 


probation by any Means unjuſt, 
notwithſtanding the 


has ſpoken of his Writings.- 


His Plots are in general his own, : 
his Conduct of them pleaſing, - 


his Characters firongly drawn, 


(which is certainly one of the 


* 


Nighting - 
Manner in which Mr, Whincep: 


greateſt Perfections of Comedy) 


his Language eaſy and agreeable, 


| bis Wit pure and genuine, and 


his Satire juſt and poignant, — 


I have the more readily entered 


into this Encomium, which I 
think his Writings deſerve, to 
vindicate their Character, as well 
as the Judgment of the Public 
which gave them the Sanction of 
Applauſe, from the Contempt 
thrown on them by Mr. M bincop, 
who ts the only Writer that has 
attempted to give them any Cha- 
rater at all, and who indeed con- 
tradicts himſelf in the Character 
he has given, ſince he denies 
them both Wit and Humour, and 
yet allows them to poſſeſs the 


Vis comica, (or, as he calls it, 


« ſomething to make one laugh”) 


which certainly can never ſubſiſt 
without one or the other of theſe 


two Properties; but indeed Mr. 


Whincop ſeems on the whole to 
write with ſome Degree of Preju- 


dice againſt him, throwing the 


ſame Kind of Abuſe on a perio- . 


dical Paper which he was the 


Author of, called the Female 


N 

The dramatie Pieces he has 
left behind him are five in Num. 
ber, and their Titles as follow, 
1. Ad at Oxford. Com. 

2. Fine Ladies Airs, Com, 

3. Hampſtead Heath, Com. 


4+. Humours of the Age. Com, 


g. Tunbridge Walis, Com. 
All of them have a conſidera- 


ble Share of Merit, yet only one 
among the Number ſtands on the 


preſent Liſt of Acting Plays, vi. 
Tunbridge Walks. | 

There is an Anecdote in Re- 
gard to a Character in this Co- 


medy, with Reſpect to the Au- 
tbor's Character, which I might 
roperly have taken Notice of 
— but that the Reader will 
Ex fia 


_ 
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Work in my Account of the 
Piece itſelf. | 

Whither the effeminate Turn 
of Diſpoſition' there hinted at, or 
this Gentleman's Attachment to 
the Muſes, drew him from any 
Application to Bufinefs, or from 
what other Cauſe I know not, 
but during the latter Part of his 
Life he ſtood on but indifferent 
Terms with his Father, who al- 
lowing him but a very fcanty In- 
come, he was obliged to retire 
into Forcefterſhire, where N bin- 
cop tells us he.is reported to have 
died of that loathſome Diſorder 
the Morbus pediculoſus. 

Banxs, Mr. fobn.——— This 
Gentleman was bred an Attorney 
at Law, and belonged to the So- 
ciety of New-Inn.—The dry Stu- 
dy of the Law however not being 
ſo ſuitable to his natural Diſpo- 
ſition as the more elevated Flights 
of poetica} Imagination, he quitted 
the Purſuit of Riches in the Inns 
of Court, for the paying his At- 
tendance on thoſe ragged Jades 
the Muſes in the Theatre. 
Here however he found his Re- 
wards by no Means adequate to 
his Deferts. His Emoluments at 


the deft were precarious, and the 
various Succeſſes of his Pieces 


too ſeelingly convinced him of the 
Error in his Choice. — This how- 


ever did not prevent him from 


purſuing with Chearfulnefs the 
Path he had taken, his Thirſt of 
Fame, and Warmth of poetic En- 
thufiafm alleviating to his Ima- 
gination many diſagreeable Cir- 
cumſtances, which Indigence, 


the too frequent Attendant on 


poetical Purſuits, frequently threw 
him into. 
His Turn was entirely to Tra- 
gedy., —His Merit in which is. of 
2 2 For at the ſame 
Fire that his Language muſt be 


find it in the former Part of this 
etical, and his Numbers uncouth 


with a Kind of partial Prepoſ- 


Itſelf, it will * be found to 
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confeſs'd+ to be extremely unp0- 


and- inbirivenious- 3 Nay, even 
his Characters very far from be 
ing ſtrongly marked or diſtin- 
guiſhed, - and his Epiſodes ex- 
tremely irregular; yet it 1s im- 
poſſible to avoid being deeply af- 
fected at the Repreſentation, and 
even at the reading of his tragic 
Pieces, —— This is owing-in the 
general to an happy Choice of his 
Subjects, which are alEhorrowed 
from Hiſtory, either real or ro- 
mantic, and indeed the moſt of 
them from Circumſtances in the 
Annals of our own Country, 
which, not only from their being 
familiar to our continual Recol- 
lection, but even from their ha- 
ving ſome Degree of Relation to 
ourſelves, we are apt to receive 


ſeſſion, and a Pre- determination 
to be pleaſed. e has conſtantly 
choſen as the Baſis of his Plays 
ſuch Tales as were in themſelves 
and their well-known Cataſtro- 
phes moſt truly adapted to the 
Purpoſes of the Drama.— He has 
indeed but little varied from the 
Strictneſs of Hiſtorical Facts, yet 
he ſeems to have made it his con- 
ſtant Rule to keep the Scene per- 
petually alive, and never ſoffer 
his Characters to droop.— His 
Verſe is not Poetry, but Proſe 
run mad. — vet will the falſe 
Gem ſometimes approach ſo near 
in Glitter to the true one, at leaſt 
in the Eyes of all but the real 
Connoifſeurs, (and how ſmalf a- 
Part of an Audience are to be 
ranked in this Claſs will need no 
Ghoſt to inform us) that Bom- 
baſt will frequently paſs for the 
true Sublime, and where it is 
render d the Vehicle of Incidents 
in themſelves affecting, and in 
which the Heart is apt to intereſt 


bave 
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have a ſtronger Power on the hu- 
man Paſſions than even that Pro- 
perty to which it is in Reality no 
more than a bare Succedaneum.— 


And from theſe Principles it is 


that we muſt account for Mr. 
Banks's Writlngs having in the 
general drawn more Teafs from, 
and excited more Terror in, even 
judicious Audiences, than thoſe 
of much more corre& and more 
truly poetical Authors, 

The Tragedies he has left be- 
hind him are eight in Number, 
and are as follow, 

1, Albion Queens, 

2. CyRvus the Great, 

3. Deftruction of Trov, 

4. Innocent Uſurper, 


5. Iſland Queens. (This is only 


the Albion Queens alter d.) 
6. Tias, Ear 
7. Virtue betray d. 
8. Unhappy Favorite. . 


Of theſe few have been per- 
formed for ſome Years paſt, ex- 


cepting the Unh 


Favorite, or 


Earl of Ess kx, Which continued 


till very lately a Stock Tragedy 

at both Theatres.—Mr. Fones's 
Tragedy on the ſame Subject, 
which came out in 1753, and 
fince that another by Mr. Brooke, 
(both which ſee an Account of in 


their proper Places) ſeem however 


to have baniſhed that alſo from 
the Stage; at leaſt for a while. 
Yet I cannot help obſerving, to 


the Honour of Mr. Banks's Play, 


that altho' theſe two Writers, 
and another of Eminence, vix. 
Mr. Ralpb, have all handled the 
ſame Story in ſomewhat a differ- 
ent Manner, yet they have all 
concurr'd in borrowing many Paſ- 
ſages from his Tragedy; and 
moreover, that whatever Advan- 
tages their Pieces may have over 
his in ſome Reſpects, yet in Point 
of Pathos, which ought to be one 


of the great Aims of Tragedy, 


BrAr 
he. till ſtands ſuperior to them 


all. 
The Writers on dramatic Sub- 


jects have not aſcertained either 


the Year of the Birth or that of 
the Death of this Anthor.— His 


laſt Remains however lie interr'd 


in the Church of St. James s, 
Weſtminſter. 


BancrorFrT, Mr. bn. 
This Author was by Profeſſion 


a Surgeon; and happening to have 


a good Deal of Practice among 
the young Wits and Frequenters 
of the Theatres, whom tht warm 
Favours they had met with among 
the fair Devotees of the Papbian 
Goddeſs drove to ſeek his Advice 
and Aſliftance, he acquir'd from 
their Converſation a Paſſion for 
the Muſes, and an Inclination to 


ſignalize himſelf in their Ser- 
vice : In Conſequence of which 


Inclination' he made two Eſſays 
in the dramatic Way, neither 
of which are devoid of Merit, nor 
fail'd of meeting with ſome De- 
gree of Sueceſs, vizs SEP 

1, HENRY II. Trag. 

2. SkRTokxIUs. Trag. 

He died in the Vear 1696, 
and lies interr'd in St. Paul's, 
Covent- Garden. It is not impro- 
bable that he might be related to, 
or a Deſcendant from, Mr. The- 
mas Bancroft, of Swanton in Der- 
byſhire, whom Sir Aſton Cockaine 
has celebrated as a Poet of Eſ- 
teem. See Cockaine's Poems, 
8 vo. 1658. p. 103. 112. 116. 
1 56 0 ; | 

Coxeter attributes another Play 
to this Author, which however 
he ſays he made a Preſent both 
of the Reputation and Profits of 
to Mountfort the Player. —It was, 
entitled, | 

. EpwARD III. Trag. 
ARCLAY, Sir William, —Of 
this Gentleman I know no more 
than that hé lived in the * -- 


—_ 
of K. James I. and K. Charles I. 


and that he was Author of one 


Play, entitled, = 
The Loft Lady, Tr.-Com. 


- 'BaxFoxD, Mr. Richard, —Of © 
this Gentleman I meet with no- 


thing more than the Name,' and 


that he was Author of one dra- 


matic Piece, called, 
The Virgin Queen. Com. 
Bax ER, Mr.—A Gentleman 


of this Name is ſaid by all the 


Writers to have been the Author 
of two dramatic Pieces, whoſe 


Titles are as follow, 


1. Beau defeated,” Com, 
2. Fidelia and Fortunatus, 


Neither of them have any 


Date; nor any Mention in the 
Title Page of their having been 
acted; yet the Author of the 


Britiſh Theatre fixes the latter of 


them about 1696. and'Coxerer in 
his NIS. Notes ſays, that the ffrſt 
was acted at the new Theatre in 


Lino N un Feldt; and more- 
over remarks that the Mr. Barter, 
who wrote Fidelia and Fortuna- 


tus, is a different Perſon from 
him who was Author of the Beau 
defeated, . - . 

BAR KER, Mr. Tbo.— On the 
Authority of Coxeter, who tells 
us chat in ſome of the old Cata- 


logues this Name is inſerted as 
Author of a Dramatic Piece, 


called, | | 

The Bloody Banquet. Trag. 
+T have 'ventur'd to introduce 

him as fuch in this Place, altho' 

I cannot help thinking it attend- 

ed with ſome Degree of Impro- 


bability, as in two ſeveral Editions 


of this Play, viz. in 1620 and 
1639 the Letters T. D. are affixed 
to the Title Page. : | 
BARKSTED, Wilham, — Nei- 
ther this Gentleman nor the un- 
der- mentioned Play are tak en 
Notice of, or even named either 


by Langbauine, Jacob, Eilden, 
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Whincep, or the Author of the 
Britiſh Theatre, — Yet has Coxcter 
in a MS, Note mentioned him 
as Author of a Dramatic Piece, 
called, n 

HiREN, Trag. 

In Vindication of this Aſſer- 
tion he quotes Hyde's Catalogue, 
p. 65. and by the Date of the 
Play, which he ſets down as 1617, 
Mr. Barifted appears to have been 
a Writer of Janes the firſt's 


Reign, 


BARNES, Mr. Barnaby, —All 


the Mention the Writers make 


of this Gentleman amounts to no 
more than that he lived. in the 
Reign of King James the 'firft, . 
and wrote one Play, entitled, 
The Devil's Charter, Trag. 
Baron; Nobert, Eſq; — This 
Author was a young Gentleman, 
who lived during the Reign of 
Charles I. and the ProteQorſhip of 
Oliver Cromwell. He received 
the earlier Parts of his Education 
at Cambridge; after which be be- 
came a Member of the honour- 
able Society of Gray's-Inn, 
During his Reſidence at the Uni- 
verſity, and indeed when he was 
no more than ſeventeen Vears of 
Age, he wrote a Novel called the 
Cyprian Academy, in which he in- 
troduced the two firſt of the dra- 


matic Pieces mentioned below. 
The third of them is a much more 


regular and perfect Play, and was 
probably written when the Au- 
thor had attained a riper Age,— 
The Names of them are as fol- 
lows, b 
1. Deorum Dona. Maſque, 
2. Gripus and Hegio, Paſtoral. 
3. Mirza, Trag. 
Phillips and Winſtanley have alſo 
attributed ſome other Plays to 
him, but on what Foundation 1 
know: not, - viz. a 
Diel Scorner, Com. 
Don Qu TxOTE. Com. 
| Deſtruction 


BE 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem. 
iage Fu — Science. 
Together with Maſques and 
Interludes, all which however 
Langbaine denies to be his, as he 
alſo does Phillips's Aſſertion that 
any of his Pieces were ever re- 
preſented on the Stage. 
Mr. Baron had a great Intima- 
cy with the celebrated Mr. James 
Horbell, the great Traveller, in 
whoſe Collections of Letters there 
is one to this Gentleman (See 
Howell's Letters, Vol. III. Letter 
418) who was at that Time at 


Paris. To Mr. Howell in parti- 


cular, and to all the Ladies and 
Gentle women of England in ge- 


neral, he has dedicated his Ro- 


mance, 


BARR V, Lodorvick. Eſq; What 


this Gentleman's Rank in Life 
was ſeems ſomewhat. diſhicult to 


determine.—The Writers on dra- 


matic Subjects, viz. Langbaine, 
Jacob, Gildon, Whincop, &c. ſti- 


ling him only Mr. Lodowwick Bar- 
ry, whereas Anth, Wood, in his 


Atben. Oxon, Vol. I. p. 629. calls 
him Lodowick Lord Barry, which 
Title Coxeter in his MS. has alſo 
beſtowed on him,—This is how- 


ever poſitively denied by Whincep,. 
p- 91.—But let this be as it may, 
all Authors agree that he was of 


an ancient and honourable Fa- 


mily in Jreland, that he flouriſh-, 


ed about the Middle of K, James 
the firſt's Reign, and that he 
wrote one dramatic Piece, en- 
titled, 2 

; Ram Alley. a Com. 


Gentleman of this Name, Lang- 
baine informs us ſome of the old 
Catalogues have attributed the 
deing Author of a Play printed 


with the Letters T. D. in the Ti - 


tle Page, and called, 
The Bloody Banquet, Trag. 


. while living, the moſt inviolable 


Dur Poet however appears to 
Bas TER, Mr, Thomat,—Toa- 


born in the Year 1585, and re- 
ceived his Education at Cambridge, 


BE 


 BzxavumonT, Francis, and 


Jobn FE TS HEA. 
As theſe two Gentlemen were, 


Friends and inſeparable Compa- 
nions; as in their Works alſo 
they were united, the Oreftes and 
Pylades of the poetical World, 
it would be a Kind of Injury 
done to the Manes of their Friend- 
ſhip, ſhould. we here, after Death, 
ſgparate thoſe Names which be- 
fore it were found for ever join'd, 


For this Reaſon we ſhall, un- 


der this ſingle Article, deliver 
what we have been able to collect 
concerning both, yet, for the 
Sake of Order, it will be proper 
firſt to take ſome Notice of thoſe 
Particulars which ſeparately relate 
to each. Firſt then, as his Name 
ſtands at the Head of this Arti- 
cle, we will begin with 

Mr. Francis BEAUMONT 
This Gentleman was deſcended 
from a very ancient Family of 
that, Name, ſeated. at Grace-Dieu 
in Leicefterſhire,—His Grand-Fa- 
ther, Jobn Beaumont, had been 
Maſter of the Rolls, and his Fa- 
ther, Francis Beaumont, one of 


the Judges of the Court of Com- 


mon Pleas. Nor was his Deſcent 
leſs honourable on the Side of his 
Mother, whoſe Name was Anne, 
the Daughter of George Pierre- 
point of Home Pierrepoint in the 


County of Nottingham, Eſq; and of 
the ſame Family from which the 
| preſent Duke of Xingſton derives 


his Anceſtry. 


have been only a younger Son, 
goed mentioning a Brother of 
is by the Title of Sir Henry 


Beaumont, tho' Cibber, in his Lives 


of the Poets, Vol. I. p. 157. calls 
him Sir Fobn Beaumont,—He was 


tho 


annum oo —ů—— — 


— — — — — 2 — —— — 


— 


— 
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* | 
tho' in what Colledge is a Point 
which we have not been able to 


trace. He afterwards was en- 


ter d a Student in the Inner Tem- 


ple.—It is not however apparent 


that he made any great Profi- 


ciency in the Law, that being a 
Study probably too dry and unen- 


tertaining to be attended to by a 
Man of his fertile and ſprightly 


Genius. — And indeed, we ſhould 


ſcarcely be ſurpriſed to find that 


he had given no Application to 
any Study but Poetry, nor at- 
tended on any Court but that of 


the Muſes, but on the contrary 
our Admitation might fix itſelf in 
the oppofite Extreme, and fill us 


with Aftoniſhment at the ex- 


treme Afiduity of his Genius and 
Rapidity of his Pen, when we 


- look. back on the Voluminouſ- 
neſs of his Works, and then en- 


uire into the Time allowed him 
r them; Works that might 
well have taken up aJo: g Life to 
have executed,—For altho', out 


of fifty-three Plays which are col- 
leed together as the Labours of 


theſe united Authors, Mr. Beau- 


mont was concerned in much the 
- greateſt Part of them, yet he did 
not live to complete his thirtieth 
. Year, the King of Terrors ſum- 
. moning him away in the Begin- 
ning of March 1615, on the gth 


Day of which he was interr'd in 


the Entrance-of St. = par 
Chapel in W:fminfler-Abbey,—He 
left behind fin er tine, > 


e Daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Frances Beaumont, who 


muſt then have been an Infant, 
_ as ſhe died in Leiceſterſhire fince 


the Year 17500,—-She had been 


poſſeſſed of ſeveral MS. Poems 
of her Pct Vetting, but the 
- + envieus % Seas, which robbed 
the World of that invaluable 
Treaſure, the remaining Part of 
* 's Fairy Queen, deprived it 
_- aloof theſe Poem 


s, which were 


BE | 
loſt in her Voyage from Ireland, | 
in which Kingdom ſhe had re- 
fided for ſome Time in the Fa- 


mily of the Duke of Ormond.— ⁵⁶ 


Let us now proceed to our ſecond 
Author, 
Mr. Joby FLETCntsr,—This 


Gentleman was not more meanly 


deſcended than his poetical Col- 


league, —HisFather,the Reverend 


Dr. Fletcher, having bees firſt 


made Biſhop of Briffo/ by Queen 


Elizabeth, and afterwards by the 


| ſame Monarch, inthe Vear 1 593, 


tranſlated to the rich and bo- 
nourable See of London. Our 

Poet was born in 1576, and was, 
as well as his Friend, educated at 
Cambridge, where he made a great 
Proficiency in his Studies, and 
was accounted a very good Scho- 
lar, His natural Vivacity of 
Wit, for which he was remark - 
able, ſoon render'd him a Devotee 
to the Mules, and his cloſe At- 
tention to their Service and for- 
tunate Connection with a Genius 
equal to his own, ſoon rais'd him 
to one of the higheſt Places in 


the Temple of poetical Fame,— 


As he was born near ten Vears 
before Mr. Beaumont, ſo did he 
alſo furvive him by an equal 
Number of Vears.— The general 
Calamity of a Plague, which hap- 
pened in the Year 162 5, invol- | 
ving him in it's great Deſtruc- 8 
tion, he being at that Time forty | 
nine Years of Age. SE 
During the joint Lives of theſe | 


two great Poets, it appears that 


they wrote nothing ſeparately, ex- | 
cepting one little Piece by each, 
which ſeem' d of too trivial a Na- 
ture for either to require Aſſiſt- 
ance in, viz, The Farchful Sbp- 
herd, a Paſtoral, by Fletcher, and 
The Maſque of Gray :- Inn Gentle- 
men, by Beaumont, ——Yet what 
Share each had in the Writing 
or Deſigning of the Pieces thus | 


com 


— 


N 
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compoſed by them jointly, there 
is no Poſſibility of determining. 
—]t is however generally allowed 
that Fletcher's peculiar IJalent was 
Nit, and Beaumont's, tho* much 
the younger Man, Fudgment,— 
Nay, fo extraordinary was the 
latter Property in Mr. Beaumont, 
that it is recorded of the great Ben 
Fonſon, who ſeems moreover to 
have had a ſufficient Degree of 
Self Opinion of his own Abilities, 
that he conſlantly, ſo long as this 
Gentleman lived, ſubmitted his 
own Writings to his Cenſure, and, 
as it is thought, availed himſeclt 
of his Todgmenit at leaſt in the 
correEing, if not even in the 
contriving all his Plots, 

It is probable therefore that the 
forming the Plots and contriving 
the Conduct of the Fable, the 
writing of the more ſerious and 
pathetic Parts, and topping the 
redundant Branches of Þ letcher's 
Wit, whoſe Luxuriance, we are 
told, frequently ſtood in Necd of 
Caſtigation, might be in general 
Beaumont's Portion 3 in the Work, 
while Fletcher, whole Cbaverta- 
tion with the Bear ATonde (Which 
indeed both of them from their 
Births and Stations in Life had 


Leen ever accu ſtomed to) added to 


the volatile and lively Turn he 
poſſeſſed, render'd him perfectly 


Maſter of Dialogue and polite 


Language, might execute the De- 
ſiens formed by the other, and 
raiſe the Superſtructure of thoſe 
lively and ſpirited Scenes which 
Beaumont had only laid the Foun- 


dation of; and in this he was ſo 


ſucceſsful, that tho? his Wit and 


Raillery were extremely keen and 
poignant, yet they were at 'the 
ſame Time ſo perfectly genteel, that 
they uſed rather to pleafe than. 
diſguſt the very Perſons on whom 
| they ſeem'd to reflect. Vet that 


Fl.tcher was not intirely excluded 


B-E 


from a Share in the Conduct of 
the Drama, may be gather'd from 
a Story related by Winſtanley, viz, ' 
that our two Bards having con- 
certed the rough Draught of a 
Tragedy over a Bottle of Wine at 
a Tavern, I letcher ſaid, he would 
undertake to k// the King, which 
Words being overheard by the 
Waiter, who had not happen' d to 
have been Witneſs to the Context 
of their Converſation, he lodged 
an Information of Treaſon againft 
them,—But on their Explanation 
of it only to mean the Deſtruc- 


tion of a theatrical Monarch, 


their Lovalty moreover being un- 
au2ttioned, the Aﬀeai ir ended in 3 
K 
J. On the whole, the Works of 
theſe Authors have undoubted!y 
very great Merit, and ſome of 
their Pieces deſervedlv ſtand on 
the Liſt or rhe preſent Ornaments 
of the Theatre,— The Plots are 
ingerwosz! intereſting and well 
managed, the Characters ſtrong! 
marked and the Didlagte 
ſprightly and natural, yet there 
is in the latter a Coarſenefs which 
is not ſuitable to the Politeneſs 
of the preſent Age, and a Fond- 
neſs of Repartee,which frequently 
runs imo Obſcenity, and whic 
we may ſuppoſe was the Vice of 
that Time; fince even the delicate 
Shakeſpeare himſelf is not entirely 
free from it.— But as theſe Au- 
thors have more of that Kind of 


Wit than the leſt mentioned ; 
Writer, it is not to be wondered 


if their Works were, in the licen- 
tious Reign of Charles II. prefer d 
to his, — Now, however, to the 
Ilonovr. of the preſent Tacke be it 
ſpoken, the Tables are entirely 
turned, and. while Shakeſpeate*s 
;mmortal Works are our conſtant 
and daily Fare, thoſe of Beaumont 
and Fletcher, tho delicate i in their 
Kind, are only qccalionalty ferred 


1 up, 


BE 


up, and even then great Pains is 


Fumẽt, which the Haut Gour of 
their Contemporaries conſider'd as 
their ſupremeſt Reliſh, but which 
the more undepraved Taſte of 
ours, has been juſtly taught to 
look on as what it really is, no 


_ wholſome Taint. 
The Pieces they have left be- 
Hind them are as follows. 


1. Be . C 


| _ 2x ; 


2 Captain. T 
Chances. * 

| 8. Coronation. Tr.-C. (claim'd 

7. Coxcomb, C. : 


by Shirley} 
8. Cupid's Revenge. T. 
9. Chen of the "Sb C. 
10. Double Marriage. T. 
II. Elder Brother. . 

12. Faithful Shepherdeſs. Paſt, 
ld dy Fletcher alone.) 
13. Fair Maid of the * 
: Tragi-Com. 

74. Falſe 2 T. 


15. Four P 2 in One. 


76. Honeſ Man: Fortune, 'Tr.- 
Com. 

17. Humorous — Tr.- 
Com. 

18. and Princeſs. Tr. Com. 

19. King and no King. Tr.-C. 

20, Ruigbt of MALTA. Tr. 

Cam. 


21. * of the burning Pefite. 


22. any of Candy, Tr.-C. 
23. Little Trench Lawyer, C. 


24. Love's Cure. C. 
25. Love's Pilgrimage. C. 
2 —4 Lover 4 Prof Tr.-C. 


21. 2 d Lover. © Tr,-Com. 

29 . Maid in the Mil, Com. 
30. Maid's.T; ragedy. 

31. Maſque.of Gray ＋lan Car- 
I {by Beaumont alone) 


ever taken to clear them of that- 


more than a corrupted and un- 


very great Proficiency in all his 


ver'd an uncommon Genius, two 
dramatic Pieces of his Writing be- 


B E 
Monſicur Thomas, 
Flercher alone) 
Nice Valkur, Com. 
Night Vu ler. Com. (by 
Fletcher alone.) 
Neble Gentleman, | 
PruiLasTER, Tr. 
Pilgrim, C. 
38. Propheteſs. Trag. Hift, 
39: Queen of CORINTH, Tree 
Com, 
40. Rule a Wife and have @ 
. 
Scornful Lady. Cc. 
Sea Voyage. C. 
Spaniſh Curate, C. 
. THIERRY and TREOPDO- 
RET, T. 
Tuo Noble Xinſinen. Tr.“ 
Com. (This Play was 
written by Fletcher, with 
ſome No by Shakeſ- 
peare.) 
VArENTINIAN. T. 
Mida. Com. (Aſſiſted 
by, Jobnſon and Middleton) 
Wife for a Month. C. 
og Gooſe Chace, C.. 
it at ſeveral Weapons, 0. 
57. 2 without Money. ©. 
52. Woman Hater, Com. (by 
Fletcher alone.) 
53. Woman pleas d. = 
54. Weman's Prize. Com. (by 
Fletcher alone.) 
BrcxINGHAM, Mr. Charles. 
— This Gentleman was the Son 
of a Linnen-Draper in Fl-et-freet, 
— He was educated at that great 
Nurſery of Learning Merchant- 
Tayler's-School, under the learned 
Doctor Smith, where he made a 


3. (by 


33. 
34 


x 


2. 


41. 
42. 


46. 
47. 


48. 
49. 
80. 


Studies, and gave the ſtrongeſt 
Teſtimonials of very extraordina- 
ry Abilities.— In Poetry more 
particu larly he very early diſco- 


ing repreſented on the Stage before 
be hid well compleated his "eek 
| ti 


8 . 
tieth Year —And thoſe not ſuch 
as requir'd the leaſt Indulgence 
or Allowance on Account of his 
Years, but ſuch as bore Evidence 
to a Boldneſs of Sentiment, an 
Accuracy of Diction, an Ingenu- 
ity of Conduct, and a Maturity 


of judgment, which would have 


done Honour to a much more 
ripened Age. — The Titles of his 


Plays, both of which were Tra- 


gedies, are, | 
1. Henry IV. of France. 
2. Scipio Africanus. 
At the Repreſentation of the 
laſt-mentioned Piece, which in 


deed was the firſt he wrote, his 


 School- Maſter Dr. Smith, as a 


peculiar Mark of Diſtinction and 


Regard to the Merit of his Pupil, 
gave all his Boys a Holiday on the 
Afternoon of the Author's Bene- 
. fit, in order to afford an Opportu- 
nity, to ſuch of them as pleaſed, to 
pay their Compliments to their 
School-Fellow on that Occaſion. 
He was born in 16g9, and be- 
fides theſe dramatic Pieces wrote 
. ſeveral other Poems ; but his Ge- 
nius was not permitted any very 
long Period to expand itſelf in; 
for he died on the 18th of Feb, 
1730, in the 32d Year of his 
Age. RS £2 
Beproe, Capt. William. 
This Gentleman, at the Time he 
lived, made himſelf better known 
and more conſidered on Account 


of his Actions than his Writings, 


having been a very principal and 
uſeful Evidence in the Diſcovery 
of the Popiſh Plot in the Reign 
of King Charles IL, —The Parti- 
culars of that important Event 
may be ſeen by looking into any 
of the Engliſh Hiſtorians relating 
to that Period; and Captain Sed- 
loe's Life, which contained little 
extraordinary excepting what con- 
cerned the ſaid Plot, having been 
ritten by an unknown Hand, 


to the We Indies, 


B E 


and publiſhed in 1681, Svo. being. 


the Year after his Death, we ſhall 
refer our Readers to that Work, 
and only proceed to the Mention 
of one dramatic Piece, which he 
publiſhed in his Life Time, al- 
tho' never ated.——lt is en- 
titled, | 

The Excommunicated Prince, 

Tags... -- 

The Printer having, without 
the Author's Knowledge,. added 
a ſecond Title, and called it 
« The Popiſh Plot in a Play,” 
greatly excited the Curioſity of 
the Public, who were however 
much diſappointed when they 
found the Plan of the Piece to 
be founded on a quite different 
Story,——Anth. a Mead, in his 
Athena Oxon, Vol. 2. p. 884. 
will not allow the Captain the 
Merit of this Play, but aſſerts 
that it was written partly, if not 
entirely, by one The, Walter, 


MI. A. of Feſus College, Oxford. 


Capt. Bedloe died at Briftol, Aug. 
20, 1680. | 
BE nun, Mrs, ara, or 
Apbra,—Some Kind of Diſpute 
has ariſen in Regard to this La- 
dy's Chriſtian Name, in Conſe- 


quence of Langbaine's having at- 


tributed that of Mræa to her as 
a real Name, which wasindeed no 
more than a poetical one, by which 
ſhe was known and addreſſed by 
her Contemporaries.—She was a 
Gentlewoman by Birth, being 
deſcended from a very good Fa- 
mily, whoſe Reſidence was in the 
City of Canterbury, —She was born 
ſome Time in Charles I's Reign, 
but in what Year is uncertain, 
Her Father's Name was Fcbnſon, 
who, through the Intereſt of the 
Lord Willougbby, to whom he was 
related, being appointed Lieute- 
nant-Gen. of Surinam, and fix and 
thi: ty Iſlands, undertook aJourney 
taking with 


L B 2 him 
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died in the Voyage, but 
mily reaching Surinam, ſettled - 
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him his whole Family, among 


whom was our Poeteſs, at that 


Time very young. — Mr. "eq nſon 
is Fa- 


there for ſome Years, 
Here it was that ſhe learned 
the Hiſtory of, and acquired a 


perſonal Intimacy with, the . 


merican Prince Orooncko, and his 
beloved Imoinda, whote Adven- 
tures ſhe has herſelf ſo patheti- 
cally related in her celebrated No- 
vel of that Name, and which 


Mr. Southerne aiterwards made 


ſuch an admirable Uſe of in mak- 


ing it the Ground- work of one 


of the beſt Tragedies in the Eng- 
hifþp Language. Her Intimacy 


with this Prince, and the Inter- 


eſt ſhe. took in his Concerns, 
added to her own Youth and 
Beauty, -afforded an Opportunity 


to the ill- natur'd and cenſorious 


to accuſe her of a nearer Connec- 


tion with him than that of 
- Friendſhip, — This, however, a 
Lady of her Acquaintance, who: | 
has prefixed ſome Memoirs of her 
I. fe to an Edition of her Novels, 


takes great Pains,. and I think 


very much to the Purpoſe, to ac- 
quit. her of. 


On her Return to London, ſhe 


became the Wife of one Mr. 
Behn, a Merchant, reſiding in 

that City, but of Dutch Extiac- 
wtion.— How long he lived after 
their Marriage, is not very ap- 
parent, probably not very long; 


for her Wit and Abilities having 
brought her into high Eſtimation 
at Court, King Charles II. fix'd 
on her as a proper Te fon to tranſ- 
at ſome Affairs of Importance 
abroad during the Courſe of ihe 
Dutch War.—— To this Purpoſe 
ſhe went over to Antwerp, where, 


dy ber Intrigues and Gallantries, 
ſhe ſo far crept into the Secrets 
of State, as to anſwer the Ends 


Anteverp, 


B E 
propos 'd by ſending her over. 8 
Nay, in the latter End of 1666, 


ſhe, by Means of the Influence 


ſhe had over one Vander Albert, à 
Dutchman of Eminence, whote 
Heart was warmly attached to 


her, ſhe wormed out of him the 


Deſign form'd by De Ruyter, in 
Conjunction with the Family of 


the De Fits, of ſailing up the 


Thames, and burning the Erg:i/h 
Ships in their Harbours, -which 
they afterwards put in Execution 
at Rocheſter —This ſhe immedi- 
ately communicated to the' Eng- | 
ih Court, but tho' the Event | 
proved her Intelligence to he well 
grounded, yet it was at that Time 
only laugh'd at, which together, 
probably, with no great Inclina- 
tion ſhewn to reward her for the 
Pains ſhe had been at, determin- 
ed her to drop all farther Thoughts 
of political Affairs, and during 
the Remainder of her Stay at 
, to give herſelf up en- 
tirely to the Galety and Gallan- 
tries of the Place. ander Albert 
continued his Addreſſes, and af- 
ter having made ſome unſucceſs- 
ful Attempts to obtain the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of her Perſon on eafier 
Terms than Matrimony, at length 


. conſented to make her his Wife; 


but while he was preparing at 
An:fterdam for a Journey to Eng- 
land with that Intent, a Fever 
carried him off, and left her free 


from any amorous Engagements, 


She was alſo ſtrongly ſolicited 
by a very old Man, of the Name 
of Van Bruin, at whoſe Expence 
ſhe diverted herſelf for a Time, 
and then rejected him with that 
Ridicule which his abſurd Ad- 
dreſſes juſtly merited. 
In her Voyage back to Eng- 
land, ſhe was very near being loſt, 


the Veſſel ſhe was in being driven 


on the Coaſt by a Storm, but 
happening to founder within 
Sight 


« 
* 
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sight of Land, the Paſſengers 
were, by the timely Aſſiſtance of 
Boats from the Shore, all for- 
tunately preſerved, | 

From this Period ſhe devoted 
her Life entirely to Pleaſure and 
the Muſes. —Her Works are ex- 
tremely numerous, and all of 
them have a lively and amorous 
Turn,——lt is no Wonder then 
that her Wit ſhould gain her the 
Eſteem of Mr. Dryden, Southerne, 
and other Men of Genius, as her 
Beauty of which in her younger 


Part of Life ſhe poſſeſſed a great 


Share, did the Lowe of thoſe of 
Gallantry.--Nor does ſhe appear 
to have been any Stranger to the 
delicate Senſations of that Paſ- 
fion, as appears from ſome of her 
Letters to a Gentleman, with 
whom ſhe correſponded under the 
Name of Lycida, and who ſeems 
not to have returned her Flame 


with equal Ardor, or received it 


with that Rapture her Charms 
might well have been expected to 
command. 

Her Works, as I have before 
obſerved, were very numerous, 
conſiſting of Plays, Novels, Po- 
ems, Letters, Sc. — But as our 
preſent Deſign only authorizes 
our taking Notice of her drama- 
tic Pieces, we ſhall hereto ſub- 
join a Liſt of them, amounting 
to ſixteen in Number, vix. 

1. ABD ELAZ AR. T. 

2. Amorous Prince. C. 

3. City Heireſt. C. 

4. Dutch Lover. | C. 

5 Emperor of the Moon, Far. 

6. Falſe Count. C. 

4 Feign'd Courtezans, C. 

. Forc'd Marriage. E 2. 

9. Lucky Chance, C. 

20, Rover * E. two Parts. 

11. Roundheads. C. 

12. Sir PATIENT FANCY, C. 
23. Town Fop. C. 


BE 
14. Widow Ranter, C. 
15. Younger brother. C. 


16. Noung King, T. C. 
It will appear by this Catalogue 
that the Turn of her Genius was 


chiefly to Comedy. — As to the 


Character her Plays ſhould main- 
tain in the Records of dramatic 
Hiſtory, it will be difficult to 
determine, ſince their Faults and 
Perfections ſtand in ſtrong Oppo- 


ſition to cach other.— In all, even 
the moſt indifferent of her Pieces, 


there are ſtrong Marks of Ge- 
nius and Underſtanding. Her 
Plots are full of Bufineſs and Iu- 
genuity, and her Dialogue ſpar- 
kles with the dazzling Luftre of 
genuine Wit, which every where 
glitters among it,—But then ſhe 
has been accuſed, and that not 
without great Juſtice, of inter- 
larding her Comedies with the 
moſt indecent Scenes, and giving 
an Indulgence in her Wit to the 
moſt indelicate Expreſſions, To 
this Accuſation ſhe has herſelf 
made ſome Reply in the Prefare 
to the Lucky Chance ; but the re- 
torting the Charge of Prudery and 
Preciſeneſs on her Accuſers, is 
far from being a ſufficient Ex- 


culpation of herſelf, —The beſt, 


and perhaps the only true Excuſe 
that can be made for it is, that 
altho' ſhe might herſelf have as 
great an Averfion as any One to 


looſe Scenes or too warm Deſcrip- 
tions, yet, as ſhe wrote for a 
Livelihood, ſhe was obliged to 


comply with the corrupt Taſte of 
the Times.—And, as ſhe was a 
Woman, and naturally, moreover, 
of an amorcus Complexion, and 
wrote in an Age, and to a Court 


of Gallantry and Licentiouſneſs, 


the latter Circumſtances, added 
to her Neceſſities, compell'd her 
to indulge her Audience in their 
favorite Depravity, and the for- 
C 
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mer, afſiſted by a rapid Flow of 


Wit and Vivacity enabled her ſo 
to do; fo that both together have 


given her Plays the looſe Caſt 
which it is but too apparent they 
poſſeſs, ; 

Her own private CBaracter I 
mall give to my Readers in the 
Words of one of her own female 
Companions, who, in the Me- 
moirs before-mentioned, prefixed 
to her Novels, ſpoke of her thus, 
ce She was, ſays this Lady, „of 
« generous humane Diſpoſition, 
c ſomething paſſionate, very ſer- 
es viceable to her Friends in all 
« that was in her Power, and 


4 could ſooner forgive an Injury 
„ than do one.—She had Wit, 


cc Humour, Good - Nature, and 
c“ Judgment: — She was Miſtreſs 


4c of alb the pleaſing Arts of Con- 
ce verſation:— She was a Woman 
*« of Senſe, and conſequently a 


© Lover of Pleaſure. For my 
ee Part I knew her intimately, 
© and never ſaw ought unbecom- 
«ing the juſt Modeſty of our 
ic Sex; tho' more gay and free, 
© than the Folly. of the Preciſe 
„ will allow.” | 

After a Life intermingled with 
numeronsDiſappointments, which, 
as Mr. Gildon juſtly obſerves, a 


Woman of her Senſe and Merit 
' ought never to have met with, 
and in the Cloſe of a long Indiſ- 


poſition, Mrs. Bebn departed from 


this World on the 16th of April 


1629, and lies interr'd in the 


Cloyſter of Weftminſier- Abbey, un- 


der a blue Marble Stone, againſt 
the firſt Pillar in the Eaſt Am- 


+ . bulatory with the following In- 
feription, 


nee Bebe, 
died April the 16th, 


| | 1999, . 
Are lier a Proof that Wit can no- 


uer be ! 


"Buſence enough againſt Mortality. 


BE 
Revived by Tho. Waine, in Re 


ſpect to ſo bright a Genius. 
BE:rcnitr, Mr, Dawbridy:- 


* 


Court. — I' his Gentleman was the 


eldeſt Son of VMilliam Belebier, of 
Gilleſborougb in Northamptonſhire, 
Eſq;— He was enter'd of Chriſt 
Church, Oxford, where he took 
the Degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
Feb. 6, 1600, ſome Yeats aſter 
which he went into the United 
Provinces, and ſettled at Urrechr, 
where he wrote, or, as Coxeter 
terms it, trauſlated into Engliſh 
(from the Dutch, I ſuppoſe) one 
dramatic Piece, called, ; 

Haxs BEER PoT's Inwi/ible | 

Comedy, i 

Pbillihs and Vinſtan ey, how- 
ever, among the numerous Miſ- 
takes they are guilty of, have at- 
tributed this Piece to 1 bomas 
Naſh. . 
Mr. Bel:hier died in the Low 
Countries, in 1621. 

BELLAM Y, Meſſrs. Daniel, 
Sen. and Jun. —Theſe Gentle- 
men are Father and Son, and I 
believe are both fill living. — 


The. Father, as we are intormed 


in the Title Page to their Werks, 
was ſome Time ſince of St. Fobn's 
College, Oxford, and the Son of 
Trinty College, Cambridge, They 
are Authors in Conjunction, and 
in the Vear 1746, publiſhed a 


Collection of Miſcellanies in Proſe 


and Verſe, in two vol. 12 mo. in 
which, among other Pieces, are 
the following dramatic ones, all 
excepting the ſecond- mentioned 
one, which is a muſical Inter- 
lude, and was publiſhed by itſelf, 
but at what Time, or whether 


written by the Father or Son, I 
cannot pretend to determine. 


The Names of the ſeveral Pieces 
are as follows, 
1. Innocence betray'd. 
2. Languifhing Lover, 
3. Love triumpbant. 
4. P erj ur 4 


fs LS © * 


Mr, 


FFP a. me 


BE 


4. Perjur'd Devotee. 

5. Rival Nympbs, 

6. Rival Prieſts. 

7. Vanguiſhcd Love, and © 
3. Three ſelect Scenes of Cu- 
h ariri's Paſtor Fido. © 
All theſe little Pieces (the ad 
and 8th only excepted) were ex- 


preſsly written to be performed 


by the young, Ladies of Mrs, Bel- 
lamy's Boarding-School. at Chel- 
ſea, at the ſtated Periods of break - 
ing up for the Holidays, for the 
Improvement of themſelves, and 
the Amuſement of their Parents 
and Friends..—They are well a- 
dapted to the Purpoſe, being ſhort 
and conciſe, the Plots ſimple and 
familiar, and the Language, tho” 
not remarkably poetical, nor a- 
dorn'd with any very extraordi- 
nary Beauty, yet, on the whole, 


far from contemptible.—— They 


are calculated for the ſhewing the 
peculiar Talents of the young 
Ladies, who were to appear in 
them; and to ſet forth the Im- 
provements they had acquired in 
their Education, eſpecially in 
Muſic, to which End Songs are 


pretty laviſkly. diſperſed through 


them all. — In a Word, the De- 
fign on the whole is laudable, and 
it were to be wiſhed that an Ex- 
. ample of this Sort were to be fol- 
lowed in more of the Seminaries 
of Education both Male and Fe- 
male, as theſe Kinds of pubhc 
Exhibitions conſtantly excite a 
Degree of Emulation which a- 
wakens Talents that might other- 
wiſe have lain entirely buried in 


- Obſcurity, and rouzes to a greater 


Degree of Exertion thoſe which 
have already been diſcovered, 
BENNET, Philip, Eſq; — 


Who this Gentleman is I know 


pot, —His Name, as the Author 
of a dramatic Piece, which how- 
ever was never acted, I find in 


the Monthly Liſts of Publica- 


a Man of Learning 


BE 
tions for the Year 1733, but both 


FWhincop and the Author of the 


Britiſp Theatre have omitted tak - 
ing any Notice of either the Au- 


.thor, or his Works z—the Title 


of the latter, as it ſtands in the 
ſaid literary Records, is, 

The Beau's Adventures, Farce. 

BENTLEVY, Mr,—This Gen 
tleman, who is now living, is 
the Son of the late weil-known 
Dr. Bentley, the great Critic. — 
The preſent Author is poſſeſs'd 
cf great literary Abilities, yet the 
Turn of his Genius ſeems not 
greatly adapted to dramatic Wri- 
tings, by the Specimen, he has 
given of them in a Piece which 
made it's Appearance at Drury 
Lane Theatre, in the Summer of 
1761,—It was entitled, 

The Viſtes. Com. 

It is attempted to be written 
after the Manner of the. Talian 
Comedy, but tho' the Author has 
ſhewn great Knowledge cf the 
World, an Accuracy of Judg- 
ment, and in ſome Paſſages of it 
a ſtrong Poignancy of Satire, yet 
on the whole it is deficient in 
that Novelty of Plot, Variety of 
Incident, and Vivacity of Wit, 
which are eſſential to the very 
Exiſtence of Comedy.—lIn ſhort, 
the Author has written more like 
than Genius, 
more to the Cloſet than the Szage, 
It will not therefore perhaps 
be regretted if he ſhould for the 


future employ that Learning he is 
Maſter of, for the Emolument of 


the Public on Subjects of more 
Importance, and quit the ardu- 
ous, yet lefs valuable Talent of 
amuſing, for the more uſeful one 
of inſtructing. 

BERNARD, Richard, — As to 
the Particulars of this Gentle- 
man's Life, none have been hand- 


ed down to us, farther than that 


he flouriſhed. in the Reign of 
5 Queen 


PEP 3 


r 


S 


— 
4 * Yu 


B E 


Queen Elizabeth, aud that he 
lived at Epworth in Lincolnſbire. 
In his literary Capacity only 
therefore we can ſpeak of him, 
in which Light we are to conſider 
him as the firſt Perſon who gave 
this Kingdom an entireTranſlation 
of Terence : Comedies. To the 
learned it would be needleſs to re- 
peat their Names, but for the Sake 


- ofour Fair Readers, and others who 


may not be ſo well acquainted 
with the Latin Claſſics, it may 
rot be improper to inform them 


that they were fix in Number, 


and their Titles as follows, 

T, Adelpbi. | | 

2. Andr ia. 

3. Funuchus, 

4. Heautontimorumenos. 

53. Hecyra. 

6. Pbormio. 

Mr. Bernard has not, however, 
contented himſelf with giving a 
bare Tranſlation of theſe fix 
Plays, but has alſo ſelected ſe- 
parately and diſtinctly, in each 
Scene, all the moſt remarkable 
Forms of Speech, Theſes and 
moral Sentences, after the 
fame Manner as had been done 
before him in an old French 


Tranſlation of the ſame Author, 


printed at Paris in 1574.—Theſe 
little Extracts are extremely uſe- 
ful and entertaining, and may 


not only be render'd ſerviceable 


to Boys at School in the more 
immediate Underſtanding of the 


Author, but are alſo of great Aſ- 


ſiſtance to thoſe who read him 


with a more claſſical View, in 


the pointing out, and fixing on 
the Memory ſome of the moſt 


beautiful Paſſages, or ſuch as 


from the Importance of the Sen- 
timent, or the peculiar Arrange- 
ment of the Phraſeology, may be 


the moſt deſirable to remember. 
Bz T TTR TON, Mr. Thomas, 


Th in Ferſuance of the Defign 


- Beaumont and Fletcher, 
were then the Pieces moſt in 


BE 
of this Work we can fnſert no 
Names but thoſe of dramatic 
Writers, yet the Gentleman who 
now comes under our Conſidera- 
tion requires our ſpeaking of him 
not in that Light only, but alſo 
as an Actor, and that perhaps as 
the moſt capital one that this or 
any other Country has ever pro- 
duced. —He was born in Totorl- 
Street, Weſtminſter, in the Year 
1638, his Father being at that 
Time under Cook to K. Charles I, 
He received the firſt Rudiments 
of a genteel Education, and ſhew- 
ed ſuch a Propenſity to Litera- 


ture, that it was for ſome Time 


the Intention of his Family to 
have brought him up to one of 
the liberal Profeſſions.— But this 
Deſign the Confuſion and Vio- 
lence of the enſuing Times di- 
verted them from, or probably , 
put it out of their Power to ac- 
compliſh,—His Fendneſs of Rea- 


ding, however, induced him to 


requeſt of his Parents that they 


would bind him Apprentice to a 


Bookſeller, which was readily 


complied with, fixing on one 
Mr. Rhodes, near Charing-Crofs, 
ſor his Maſter, | 


This Gentleman, who had 
been Wardrobe- Keeper to the The- 
atre in Black-Friars before the 
Troubles, obtained a Licence in 
1659, from the Powers then in 
being, to ſet up a Company of 


Players in the Cock-pre in Drury- 


Lane, in which Company Mr. 


Berterton enter d himſelf, and tho? 
not much above twenty Years of 


Age, immediately gave Proof of 
the moſt capital Genius and Me · 
rit, and acquired the higheſt Ap- 
plauſe in the Loyal Subjef?, the 


Wild Goofe Chace, the Spaniſh Cu 


rate, and feveral other Plays of 
which 


Preſently 


n S 6 


JC 
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Preſently àfter the Reſtora- 
tion, two diſtin Theatres were 
eſtabliſned by Royal Authority, 
the one in Drury Lane, in Con- 
ſequence or a Patent granted to 
Henry Killigrew, Eſq; which was 
called the K7ng*s Company : The 
other in Linculn's-Inn- Fields, who 
filed themſelves the Duke of 
7ori's Servants, the Patentee of 
which was the ingenious Sir Mil- 
liam Davenant ;—which laſt- men- 
tioned Gentleman having lony had 
a cloſe Intimacy witn, and warm 


Friendſhip for, Mr. REodes, en- 


gaged Mr, Berterton, and all who 
had acted under Mr, Rhodes, in- 


to his Company, which opened 


in 1662, with a new Play of Sir 
William's, in two Parts, called 
the Stege of Rhodes, i 


In this Piece, as well as in the 
ſubſequent Characters which Mr. 
HBerterton performed, he increaſed 
his Reputation and Eſteem with 


the Public, and indeed became ſo 
much in Favour with King 


Charles II. that one of his Bio- 


graphers aſſerts (Vid. Crbber's 
Lives ef the Poets, Vol. III. 
p. 157.) that by his Majeſty's 


eſpecial Command he went over 


to Paris, to take a View of the 
French Stage, that he might the 


better judge what would contri- 
bute to the Improvement of our 
own, and even goes ſo far as to 
ſay, that he was the firſt who in- 
troduced moving Scenes on the 
Engliſh Stage, the Honour of 
which, however, the other Wri- 
ters have given to Sir William 
himſelf, | 

In the Year 1670, he married 
one Mrs, Sau nderſon, a female Per- 
former on the ſameStage, who, both 
as an Actreſs and a Woman, was 


every Thing that human Perfec- 


tion was capable of arriving at, 


and with whom he, through the 
whole Courſe of his remaining 
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Life, poſſeſs'd every Degree of 
Happineſs that a perfect Unio 
of Hearts can beſtow. - - 
When the Duke's Company re- 
moved tio Dorſet Gardens, he ſtill 
continued wit them, and on the 
Coalition of the two Companies 
in 1684, he acceded to the Trea- 
ty, and remained among them; 
Mrs. Betterton maintaining the 
ſame foremoſt Figure among the 
Women, that her Huſband ſup- 
ported among the Male Perfor- 
mers. And ſo great was the Eſ- 
timation they were both held in, 
that in the Year 1675, when 2 
Paſtora), called Calif9, or the 
Chafte Nymph, written by Mr. 
Crown, at the Defire of Queen 
Catherine, Conſort to Charles II. 
was to be performed at Court by 
Perſons of the greateſt Diftinc- 
tion, our Engliſb Roſcius was em- 
ployed to inſtruct the Gentle- 
men, and Mrs, Berrerton hondured 
with the Tutorage of the Ladies, 
among whom were the two Prin- 


ceſſes Mary and Anne, Daughters 


of the Duke of York, both of 
whom afterwards ſucceeded to the 
Crown of theſe Realms. — In 
grateful Remembrance of which 


the latter of them, when Queen, 


ſettled a Penſion of V 100 per 
annum on her old Inſtructreſs. 

In 1693, Mr, Betterron having 
ſounded the Inclinations of a ſe- 
let Number of the Actors whom 
he found ready to join with him, 
obtained, thro' the Influence of 
the Earl of Dorſet, the Royal Ei- 
cence for acting in a ſeparate 
Theatre ; and was very ſoon en- 
abled, by the voluntary Subſcrip- 
tions of many Perſons of Quality, 
to erect a new Play-houſe with- 
in the Walls of the Tennis Court 
in Lincoln's-TInn- Fields. 

To this Step Mr. Betterton was 
probably induced by two diſtinct 
Motives.— The firſt was, tne it! 

| Treatmet. c 
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Treatment he received from the 
Managers, who, exerting a de- 
ſpotic Authority over their Per- 
formers, which he thought it his 
Duty to remonſtiate againſt, be- 
gan to grow jealous of his Pow- 
er; and therefore with a Hope 
of abating his Influence, gave a- 
way ſome of his capital Parts to 
young and inſufficient Performers, 


This Conduct however had the 


direct contrary Effect to that 
which they expected from it, by 
attaching to Mr, Berterton all the 
beſt Players (who became appre- 
henſive of meeting with the ſame 
Treatment themſelves) and at 
the ſame Time exaſperating the 


Town, which would not, as in 


dur calmer Period, ſubmit to be 
dictated to in it's Diverſions, or 
have it's moſt rational Amuſe- 
ments damp'd by bungling and 


imperfect Performances, when it 


was apparently in the Power of 
the Managers to give them in the 
greateſt Height of Perfection. 
The other Motive probably 
Was a pecuniary one, with a View 
to repair, by the more enlarged 
Profits of a Manager, the Loſs 


of his whole Fortune (upwards of 


two Thouſand Pounds) which he 
had undergone in the Year 1692, 
by adventuring it in a commer- 
cial Scheme to the EZaf-Indies. 
Be this however as it will, the 
new Theatre open'd in 1695, 
with Mr. Congreve's Love 2 
Love, the Succeſs of which was 
amazingly great. — Vet in a few 
Years it appear'd that the Pro- 
fits ariſing from this Theatre, 
oppoſed as it was by all theStrength 
of Cibber's and Vanbrugh's Wri- 


. tings at the other Houſe, were 
very inſignificant ; and Mr. Bet- 


terton growing now into the Infir- 
mities of Age, and labouring under 


Violent Attacks of the Gout, he 


$ladly quitted at once the Fatigues 


Love was performed for that Pur- 


himſelf, tho' then upwards of 9 


ler has taken a particular Notice 5 
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of Management, and the II un, 
of the Stage. 

The Public, however, who re- 
tained a grateful Senſe of the 
Pleaſure they had frequently ie. 
ceived from this theatrical Veteran, 
and ſenſible of the Narrow neſs of 
his Circumſtances, reſolved to 
continue the Marks of their EL 
teem to him, by giving him a 
Benefit, ——Qn the 7th of April 8 
1709, the Comedy of Love for Wil 
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poſe, in which this Gentleman 5 


ſeventy Years of Age, acted the 
youthful Part of Valentine; as in 
the September following he did 
that of Hamlet, his Performance 
of which the Author of the Tat- 


of. On the former Occaſion, 
thoſe very eminent Performers 
Mrs. Barry, Mrs. Bracegirdle and 
Mr, Dogget, who had all quitted We 
the Stage ſome Years before, in 
Gratitude to one whom they had 
had ſo many Obligations to, 
acted the Parts of Angelica, Mrs, 
Frail and Ben; and Mr, Rowe i 
wrote au Epilogue for that Night, 
which was ſpoken by the two | 
Ladies, ſupporting between them 
this once powerful Supporter of | 
the Engliſb Stage. . 
The Profits of this Night are 


ſaid to have amounted to upwards 


of £ 500, the Prices having been 
raiſed to the ſame that the Ope- 
ras and Oratorios are at preſent, | 
and when the Curtain drew up, 
almoſt as large an Audience ap- 
pearing behind as before it. 

The next Winter, Mr. Better- 
ton was prevailed on by Mr. Ouen 
Me Szoinney, then Manager of the 
Opera Houſe in the Haymarket (at 
which Plays were acted four 
Times a Week) to continue per- 
forming, tho* but ſeldom.— In 
Conſequence of which, in the 
© E> enſuing 


2 
Spring, wiz. on the 25th of A- 
pril 1710, another Play was 


„ givon out tor this Gentleman's 


Benefit, vix. 5 


of Beaumont and Fletcher, in whic 


he himſelf performed his cele- 


brated Part of Melantius.— This 


however was the laſt Time he was 
to appear on the Stage. For hav- 
ing been ſuddenly ſeized with the 
Gout, and being impatient at the 
Thoughts of diſappointing his 
Friends, he made Uſe of outward 
Applications to reduce the Swel- 


a | lings of his Feet, which enabled 


him to walk on the Stage, tho” 
obliged to have his Foot in a 
Slipper. But altho' he acted that 
Day with unuſual Spirit and 
Briſkneſs, and met with univer- 


dear for this Tribute he had 
paid to the Public; for the Fo- 
mentations he had made Uſe of 
occaſioning a Revulſion of the 
Gouty Humour to the nobler 
Parts, threw the Diſtemper up 
into his Head, and terminated 
his Life on the 28th of that 
Month.—On the 2d of May, his 
Body was interr'd with much Ce- 
remony in the Cloyſter of Vet- 
minſter, and great Honour paid to 
his Memory by his Friend the 
Tatler, who has related in a very 
pathetic, and at the ſame Time 
the moſt dignified Manner, the 
Proceſs of the Ceremonial, | 

The Dramatic Pieces he has 
left behind him are as follows, 

1. Amorous Widow, C. 

2. Dioclefian. Dram. Opera. 

3. Maſque in the Opera of the 

PROPHETESS. | 

4. Revenge, C. 

5. Unuft Fud k. 1 

6. Woman a Juſtice. C. 

Of theſe I have not much more 
to ſay, than that thoſe which are 
properly his own are not devoid 
of Merit, and thoſe which he has 


ſal Applauſe, yet he paid very 
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only alter'd have received an Ad- 
vantage from his Amendment. 


In both, however, he has pre- 


ſerved one Degree of Perfection, 
which is of great Conſequence to 
the Succeſs of any dramatie Piece, 
VIZ, an exact Diſpoſition of the 
Scenes, and the Preſervation of a 
juſt Length, abſolute Propriety, 
and natural Connections. 

As an Actor, he was certainly 


one of the greateſt of either his 


own or any other Age, but to en- 
ter into particular Details in that 
Reſpect would only take up the 
Time of our Readers unneceſſa- 
rily, and fill up a greater Portion 
of Room in this Work than we 
have a Right to allot to any one 
Article.— I ſhall therefore refer 
thoſe who are deſirous of having 
him painted out in the moſt lively 
Colours to their Imagination, to the 
Deſcription given of him by his 
Contemporary and Friend Mr. 
Colley Cibber, in the Apology for 
his own Life.—And as a Man, 
it is ſcarcely poſſible to ſay more, 
and it would be Injuſtice to ſay 
leſs of him, than that he was ay 
unblemiſhed a Pattern of private 
and ſocial Qualities, as he was a 
perfect Model of theatrical Ac- 
tion and dramatic Execution, 

It was on the Death of Mr, 
Betterton that Queen Anne ſettled 
on his Widow the Penſion 1 have 
taken Notice of above, which 
however ſhe did not enjoy long, 
the Grief for the Loſs of ſo good 
a Huſband, with whom ſhe lived 
forty Years in the utmoſt Har- 
mony and Affection. wrought ſo 
ſtrongly on her delicate Frame, 
which was already enfeebled by 
old Age, and a long State of bad 
Health, that it very ſoon deprived 
her of her Reaſon, and at the 
End of about half a Year of her 
Life alſo. | 7 | 
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1. 
BII LERS, Milliam, Eſq; 
I do not find any Mention who 


this Gentleman was in the 
Writers on dramatic Subjects, 


more than his being the aſſured 


Author of one Play, called, 

Tnjur'd Innocence. Trag. 

For a Conjecture as to his hav- 
ing once befdre made an Attempt 
in the dramatic Way, (See above, 
under B. W. | 

Braven, Martin, Eſq; —— 
This Gentleman was formerly an 
Officer in the Army, bearing the 
Commiſſion of a Lieutenant-Ca- 
lonel in Queen Annes Reign, 
under the great Duke of Marl- 
berough, to whom he dedicated a 
Tranſlation of Cæs ar 's Commen- 
taries which he had compleated, 
and which is to this Day a Book 
held in very good Eſtimation. — 
In 1714, he was made one of the 
Lords Commiſſioners of Trade 
and Plantations, and in 1717 was 
appointed Envoy Extraordinary to 
the Court of Spain, in the Room 


of Brett, Eſq; but declined 


it, chuſing rather to keep the 
Poſt he already had, which was 


worth a thouſand Pounds per An- 


num, and which he never parted 
with till his Death, which was 
in May 1746.—He was alſo for 
many. Years Member of Parlia- 
ment for the Town of Portſmouth, 
and Csxeter hints that he was Se- 
cretary of State in Ireland, but in 
this he ſeems not abſolutely cer- 
tain, making a Quzre in Regard 
to the Time when, which how- 


ever muſt, if atall, have been in - 


ueen Annes Reign; for from 
the firſt Year of George I. to the 
Time of his Death, he held his 


Place at the Board of Trade, and 


I bekeve was not out of Eeg- 
land. 8 N 25 
Fe wrote two dramatic Pieces, 
both of which (for the one is 
only a Maſque introduced in the 
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third Act of the other) were 
printed in the Year 1705, with- 
out the Author's Conſent, —Their 


Names are, 


1. OxPmHEvs ard EURIDICE, 
Maſque. | 

2. ien, 1. Q | 

Br ancn, Rev. Mr. — This 
Gentleman is the Author of two 
Comedies, neither of which were | 
ever acted, entitled, | 

1. Beau Merchant. 

2. Swords into Anchors, 

Coxeter ſays he lived near Glou- 


ceſter.—By the Prologue to the | 


laſt-mentioned Piece he appears 
to have been a Cleryyman, and 
by his own Account in his De- 
dication, which is to the Princeſs 
of Vale, afterwards Queen Ca- 


roline, he muſt have been born 


about 1650, the Play being pub- 
liſhed in 1725, at which T. me he 
declares himſelf to have been ſeven- 
ty five Years of Age. — He appears 
in the Courſe of his W-itings to 
have been a Man of Reading and 
Knowledge, and to be both zea- 
lous for, and well inſtructed in, 
the Commercial Intereſts of this 
Nation, —But as a dramatic Wri- 
ter nothing can well be more 
contemptible than his Works, 
BLESSINGTON, Murroug 

Boyle, Lord Viſcount.— This 
Right Honourable Author was a 
Peer of the Kingdom of Ireland, 
and is aſſerted by Jacob to have 
been the Writer of a Tragedy, 


called, | 


The Loft Princeſs. | 
It was however printed with- 


out any Author's Name, nor can 


I find that it ever made an Ap- 


pearance on the Stage. 


| Borens, Capt, Charles. 
This Gentleman had a Commiſ- 


. *fion in the Foot Guards, beſides 


which he had the Honour of be- 
ing for many Years one of the 


Gentlemen Uſhers to his late 


| Majeſty. 
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Majeſty. He was a Man of a 
gay Turn and lively Diſpoſition, 
which he indulged by the com- 
poſing one Piece for the Stage, 
which was far from being totally 
devoid of Merit, and yet did not 
meet with any very extraordinary 
Succeſs, —It was entitled, 

The Modiſb Couple. C. 

This Play has been ſince cut 
down into a Farce, and acted 
three Years ago for Mr. Tates's 
Benefit, by the Title of, 

Marriage a-la-Mode. 

It has not however made it's 
Appearance 1a Print under that 
Form. 

BoxoNciNI, Sign, Giovanni. 
—This Genileman was a very 
eminent Compoſer of Muſic, and 
for ſome Time divided the Opi- 
nions of the Conoſceuti of this 
Kingdom with Reſpe& to the 
comparative Merits of himſelf 
and the gieat Handel, which gave 
Occaſion for the following Epi- 
gram, ſaid to have been written 
by Dean Sew?ft, 5 


Some {ay that Signior Bononcini 

Compax'd to Haudel's a meer 
Ninny; 

Others aver that to him Handel 

Is ſcarcely fit to hold the Can- 
dle: | 

Strange! that ſuch high Diſ- 
putes ſhould be 

Twixt Tæoeedle Dum and Truce- 
dle Dee. 


There is one Opera publiſhed 
with his Name prefixed to it, 
entitled, 

PHARNACES, Ital. Opera. 

But whether the Words, or 
only the Muſic, are his Com po- 
ſition, I cannot pretend to deter- 
mine, and indeed in the general 
the Language of thoſe Pieces, 
Written meerly for Muſical Re- 
preſentation, is ſo extremely pal- 
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try and ſo oppoſite to every Thing 
that can be deemed Poetry, that 
the greateſt Compliment can be 
paid to the Authors of them is 
to ſuffer their Names to lie bu- 
ried in the Shades of Obſcurity, 
BooTn, Mr, Barton, — This 
Gentleman, who was an Author, 
and alſo a very eminent Actor, 
was deſcended from a very ancient 
and honourable Family, which 
originally had a Settle ent in the 
County Palatine of Lancaſter, 
He was the third Son of Fobu 
Booth, Eſq; who was nearly re- 
lated to the Earl of Warrington, 
and who, tho' his Fortune was 
not very confiderable, was ex- 
tremely attentive to the Education 
of his Children.—In Conſequence 
of this parental Care, he put the 
Subject of our preſent Obſerva- 
tions, as ſoon as he arrived at the 
Age of nine Years, to Weſtmin- 
fer-School, where he was firſt. 
under the Tuition of the famous 
Dr. Buſey, and afterwards under 
that of his Succeſſor, the no leſs 
famous Dr. Knipe. Here he 
ſhew'd a ſtrong Paſſion for Learn- 
ing 1n general, and more parti- 


cularly for an Acquaintance with 


the Latin Poets, the fineſt Paſ- 
ſages in whoſe Works he uſed 
with great Pains and Liberty to 


imprint in his Memory; and had 


beſides ſuch a peculiar Propriety 
and judicious Emphaſis in the Re- 
petition of them, aſſiſted by ſo 
fine a Tone of Voice, and adorn- 
ed with ſuch a natural Graceful- 
neſs of Action, as drew on him 
the Admiration of the whole 
School, and, added to the Spright- 
lineſs of his Parts in general, 
ſtrongly recommended him to the 
Notice of his Maſter Dr. Buſby, 
who having bimſelf, when young, 
obtain'd great Applauſe in the 
Performance of a Part in the 
Royal Slawe, a Play written by 
e Villiam 
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William Cartæbrigbt, had ever af- 


ter held theatrical Accompliſh- 
ments in the higheſt Eſtimation. 

In Conſequence of this extra- 
ordinary Talent, when, , accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of the School, 
a Latin Play was to be perform- 
ed, Mr. Booth was fixed upon for 
the acting the capital Part. 
The Play happened to be the 
Andria, and the Part aſſigned to 
him that of Pampbilus, the young 
Bevil of Terence, in which the 
muſical Sweetneſs of his Voice, 
his Elegance of Deportment, and 
Gracefulneſs of Action drew the 
univerſal Applauſe of all the 
Spectators; and he has himſelf 
confeſs'd that this Circumſtance 
was what firſt fir'd his young 
Breaft with theatrical Ambition. 
- AHis Father intended him for 
the Pulpit, but his Mind and In- 
clinations were now ſo fixed on 
the Stage, that when he had ar- 
rived at the Age of ſeventeen, 
and the Time approached when 
he muſt have been taken from 
School in order to be ſent to the 
Univerſity, he determined to run 
any Riſque rather than enter on 
a Courſe of Life ſo unſuitable to 
the natural Vivacity of his Diſ- 
poſition z and therefore becoming 
* acquainted with one Mr, Aſpbury, 
Manager of the Duölin Theatre, 
who was then in London, proba- 
bly on the recruiting Scheme, 
and was very glad to receive a 
' Youth of ſuch promiſing Expec- 
- tations and growing Genius, he 
immediately quitted all other 
Views, engaged himſelf to Mr. 
Aſpbury, ſtole away from School, 
and went over to Ireland with that 

Gentleman in June 1698, 

' His firſt Appearance on the 
Stage was in the Part of Orco- 
noko, in which he came off with 
every Teſtimonial of Approbation 
from the Audience.— From this 
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Time he continued daily impro— 
ving, and after two ſucceſsful 
Campaigns in that Kingdom con— 
ceived Thoughts of returning to 
his native Country, and maling 
a Trial of his Abilities on the 
Fngliſh Stage, —To this End he 
firſt by Letters reconciled himſelf 
to his Friends, and then, as a 
farther Step towards infuring his 
Succeſs, obtained a Recommenda- 
tion from Lord Fetz hardiig (one 
of the Lords of the Peichamber 
to Prince George of Der mar) to 
Mr, Betterron, who, with great 


Candour and Good- Nature, took 


him under his Care, and gave 


him all the Aflitance in bis 


Power. 
The firſt Part Mr. Focth ap- 
peared in at London, which was 
in 1701, was that of Maxim s, 
in Lord Recbeber's Valeniiman, 
his Reception in which exceeded 
even his moſt ſanguine Expecta- 
tions, and very ſoon after his 
Performance of. V taban, in Roqve's 
Ambitious Strpmotber, which was 
a new Tragedy, eſtabliſhed his 
Reputation as ſecond at leaſt to 
his great Inſtructor.— Pyrrhus, in 
the Diſfreſt Mother, was another 
Part in which he ſhone without a 
Rival.—But he was indebted to a 
happy Coincidence of Merit and 
Chance for that Height of Fame 
which he at length attained, in 
the Character of Cato, as drawn 
by Mr. Addiſon, in 1712.—For 
this Play being conſidered as a 
Party one, the Whigs, in Favour 
of whoſe Principles it was appa- 
rently written, thought it their 
Duty ſtrongly to ſupport it, while 
at the ſame Time the Tories, 
wbo had too much Senſe to ap- 
pear to conſider it as a Reflection 
on their Adminiſtration, were 
fill more vehement in their Ap- 
probation of it, which they car- 
ried to ſuch an Height, as even 
| to 
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to make a Collection of fifty 
Guineas in the Boxes during the 
T;me of the Performance, and 
preſent them to Mr, Booth, 
with this Complimeat, That it 
was a fight Acknowl-dgment 
for bis Foneſt Oppoſition to a perpe- 
tual Difiutor, and his d, ing fo 
bravely in the Cauſe of Liberty ; 
befides which he had another 
Preſent of an equal Sum from 
the Managers, in Conſideration 
of the great Succeſs of the Play, 
which they attributed 1a good 
Meaſure to his extraordinary Me- 
rit in the Performance; and cer- 
tain it is, that no one fince that 
Time has ever equalled or even 
ncariy approached his Excellence 
in that Character. | | 
But theſe were not the only 
Advantages which were to accrue 
to Mr, Booth from his Succeſs in 
this Part; for Lord Bolingbroke, 
then one of the Principal Secre- 
taries of State, in a little Time 
after procured a ſpecial Licence 
from Queen Anne, recalling all 
the former ones, and nominating 
Mr. Booth as joint Manager with 
Wilks, Cibber and Dogget, none of 
whom were pleaſed at it, but the 
laſt more eſpecially tock ſuch 
Diſguſt, as to withdraw himſelf 
from any farther Share in the 
Management. | 
In 1704, Mr, Booth had mar- 
ried a Daughter of Sir Milliam 
Barktham, of Norfolk, Bart. who 
died in 1710, without Iſſue.— 
After her Death, he engaged in 
zn Amour with Mrs. Mount ford, 
who readily put her whole For- 
tune, which was conſiderable, 
being not leſs than £ $000, into 
his Hands, —— This however he 
very honourably returned to her, 
when, on the Diſcovery of her 
Intimacy with another Gentle 
man, he thought proper to break 
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off his Connection with her. 
She had, however, great Reaſcn 


to repeat of her Infidelity to 
him, for her new Lover not only 
embezzled and made away with 
all her Money, but even treated 
her in other Reſpects extremely 
ill, and was guilty of Meanneſſes 


great: ly inconſiſtent with the Title 


of a Gentleman. 

Being now eſtabliſhed in the 
Management, he once more 
turued his 'Thoughts towards Ma- 
trimony, and in the Year 1719, 
united himſelf in that happy 
State to the celebrated Miſs Heſter 
Cart cw, a Woman of a moſt - 
amiable Diſpoſition, whoſe great 
Merit as an Actreſs, added to the 
utmoſt Diſcretion and prudential 
Oeconomy, had enabled her to 
ſave up a conſiderable Fortune, 
which was by no Means unac- 
ceptable to Mr. Booth, who, tho' 
a Man that had the ſtricteſt Re- 


gard to Juſtice and PunCtuality 


in his Dealings with every one, 
yet was not much inclined to the 
ſaving of Money, 

With this valuable Compa - 
nion, he continued in the moſt 
perfect State of domeſtic Happi- 
neſs, till the Year 1727, when 
he was attacked by a violent Fe - 
ver, which laſted him for forty- 
fix Days without Intermiſſion ; 
and altho', thro* the Care and 
Skill of thoſe great Phyſicians 
Dr. Friend and Dr. Broxbolm, by 
whom he was attended, he got 
the better of the preſent Diſor- 


der, yet from that Time to the 


Day of his Death, which was not 
till ſix Years after, his Health 
was never perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. 
— Nor did he ever, during that In- 
terval, appear on the Stage, except» 
ing in the Run of a Play called 
the Double Falſpocd, brought on 
the Theatre by Mr, Theobald in 


[C2] 1729, 
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1729, and aſſerted, but unjuſtly, 
to be written by Shateſpeare, —In 
this Piece he was prevailed on to 
accept a Part on the fifth Night 
of it's Performance, which he 
continued to act till the twelfth, 
which was the laſt Time of his 
theatrical Appearance, altho' he 
did not die till the roth of May 
1733, when having been attack- 
ed by a Complication of Diſor- 
ders, he paid the laſt Debt to 
Nature, leaving behind him no 
Iſſue, but only a diſconſolate 
Widow, who immediately quitted 
the Stage, devoting herſelf en- 
tirely to a private Life, and who 
3 I believe ſtill living. A Copy 
of his Will may be ſeen in the 


| London Magazine. for 1733, p. 


726, in which he* ſtrongly teſti- 
fies his Eſteem for this amiable 
Woman, and aſſigns his Reaſons 
for bequeathing her the whole of 


Eis Fortune, which he acknow- 
Iedges not to be more than two 


Khirds' of what he received from 


Ber on the Day of Marriage, 


His Character as a Writer has 
not been . eſtabliſhed by any 
Wotks of great Importance, yet 
Re was undoubtedly a Man of 
confiderable Erudition, of good 
Claſſical Knowledge, and though 
what he has written are frivial in 
Point of Bulk and Extent, yet 


they are far from being ſo in Point 


of Merif,——He has left behind 
him only one dramatic Piece, 
which, tho' ſucceſsful, was his 
only Attempt in that Way,—lIt 
is entitled, 7 
Divo and N EAS. A 
Maſque. 8 
With Reſpect to his Abilities 


as an Actor, there is ſurely no 


great Occaſion to expatiate on 
them, as they have never yet been 
call'd in Queſtion; the Applauſe 
of the Public bore Witneſs to 
them in His Life Time; the 
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Commendations of his Cotempo- 
raries have handed them down to 
Poſterity.— His Excellency lay 
wholly in Tragedy, not being a- 
ble to endure ſuch Parts as had 
not ſtrong Paſſion to inſpire him. 
— And even in this Walk Dig- 
nity, rather than Complacenc:, 
Rage rather than Tenderneis 
ſeemed to be his Taſte.——For a 
more particular Idea of him how- 
ever I ſhall recommend to my 
Readers the Deſcription Mr. Cib- 
ber has given of him in his Apo- 
logy, and the admirable Charac- 


ter drawn of him by that excel- 


lent Judge in. dramatic Perfec- 
tion, Aaron Hill, Eſq; in a poli- 
tical Paper publiſhed -by him, 
called the Promprer, which, tho' 
too long, for our inſerting in this 
Place, may be ſeen at length in 
Theoph, Cibber's Lives of the Poets, 
and in Che:word's Hiſtory of the 
Stoge, —His Character as a Man 
was adorned with, many amiable 
Qualities, among which a perfect 
Goodneſs of Heart, the Hall of 
every Virtue was retharkably 
conſpicuous.—— He was a gay, 
lively, chearful Companion, yet 
humble and diffident of his own 
Abilities, . by which Means he 
acquir'd the Love and Eſteem of 
every one; and ſo particularly was 
he diſtinguiſhed and careſſed, and 
his Company ſought by the great, 
that as Chetzwood relates of him, 
altho* he kept no Equipage of 
his own, not one Nobleman in 
the Kingdom had ſo many Sets 
of Horſes at Command as he had. 
—For at the Time that the Pa- 
tentees, jealous of his Merit, 
and apprehenſive of his Influence 
with the Miniſtry, in order to 
prevent his Application to his 
Friends at Court, which was then 
kept at Windſor, took Care to 
give him conſtant Employment 
in Londen, by giving out every 
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Night ſuch Plays as he had prin- 
cipal Parts in, yet even this Po- 
lie v could not avail them, as there 
was punctually every Night the 
Chariot and Six of ſome Noble- 
man or other waiting for him at 
the Concluſion of the Play, 
which carried him the twenty 
Miles in three Hours at fartheſt, 


and brought him back again next 


Night, Time enough for the Bu- 

ſipeſs of the Theatre. 
BOOTHBVY, Mrs. Frances — 

This Gentlewoman lived in the 


| Reign of King Charles II. and 


was related to Lady Yate, of Har- 
wington in Worceflerſhire, as it ap- 
rears from ſome Paſſages in the 


| Dedication of a dramatic Piece, 


which he has addreſſed to that 
Lady, and which was performed 
with ſome Succeſs at the Theatre 
Rovyal.—The Title of it is, 
MancEtLiLiA. T. C. 
Bourne, Mr, Re2uben,—This 
Gentleman was of the Middle 


Temple, and has left behind him 


one Play, entitled, 


The Contented Cuckold. C. 


BOY DE, Mrs, Elizabetb. * 
Who this Lady was I know not, 


but find her to have been a De- 


| Yotee to the Muſes, from a dra- 


matic Piece publiſhed under her 
Name, entitled, . 

Don SAN c HO. Farce. 

Bo YER, Mr. Abel. — This 
Gentleman was a Frenchman, and 
a Refgie to this Kingdom on 


che Account of his Relig:on,—— 


When here he applied himſelf 
ſo cloſely to the Study of the 


| Engliſh Language, and made ſo 


great Proficiency in it, that he 
became an Author of conſiderable 
Note in it, being employed in 
the Writing of ſeveral periodical 
and political Works. ——He was 


for many Years concerned in, 


and had the principal Manage- 
ment of, a News Paper, called 


B O . 
the Pof- Boy, —He likewiſe pub- 
liſhed a Monthly Work, entitled, 
The Political State of GREAT- 
B&r1iTain.—He wrote a Life of 
Queen Anne, in Folio, which is 
eſteemed a very good Chronicle 
of that Period of the Engliſb Hiſ- 
tory,——But what has render'd 
him the moſt known and eſta- 
bliſhed his Name to lateſt Poſte- 


rity, are the very compleat Dic- 


tionary and Grammar of the 
French Language, which he com- 
piled. and which have been, and 
ſill are, eſteemed, the very beſt in 
their Kind. Vet all theſe Works 
would not authorize our giving 
him a Place here, had he not 
enliſted himſelf under the Stan- 
dard of. the Buſkin, by writing, 


or rather tranſlating from the 


French of M. de Racine, the Tra- 
gedy of Iphigenia, which he pub- 
liſhed under the Title of, | 
The Vidtim. Trag. Vid. Vol. I, 
APPENDIX, 
It was performed with ſome 
Degree of Succeſs at the Theatre 
in Drury Lane, and is far from 
being a bad Play.— Nor can there 
perhaps be a ſtronger Inſtance of 
the Abilities of it's Author than 
Succeſs in ſuch an Attempt, ſince 
writing with any Degree of Cor: 
rectneſs or Elegance, even in 
Proſe, in a Language which we 
were not born to the Speaking of, 
is an Excellence not very fre- 
quently attained ;' but to proceed 


ſo far in the Perfection of it, as 


to be even ſufferable in Poetry, 


and more eſpecially in that of the 


Drama, in which the Diction and 


Manner of Expreſſion require a 


-peculiar Dignity and Force, and 


in a Language ſo difficult to at- 


tain the perfect Command of as 
the Eng iſb, is what has been ve- 
ry ſeldom accompliſhed but in the 
Inſtance of the Gentleman we 
are now ſpeaking of; and in- 
Le deed 
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deed with Rzgard to the Piece 
itſelf, it is but Juſtice to ac- 
knowledge, that notwithſtanding 
the Reſtraint which all Tranſla- 
tion naturally undergoes, and the 
other Diſadvantages which at- 
tended on it's Author, the Lan- 
guage, tho' not perhaps ſo ſub- 
lime or poctical, fo poliſhed into 
Poetry as that of ſome of our 
Native Writers; yet poſſeſſed ſo 
great a Share of Correctneſs, and 
is ſo entirely free from any Gal- 
liciſms, or even the leaſt Veſtige 
of the Foreigner in it, that it is 
even in that Reſpect ſuperior to 
many of our Modern Tragedies, 
{eſpecially thoſe written about the 
Time in which that appear'd) and 
ſuch as no native Engliſhman as a 
Arft Attempt need be aſham'd to 
confeſs himſelf the Author of.— It 
is however remarkable, that not- 
withſtanding the great Difficulty 
that moſt Foreigners find in the 
acquiring our Languages ; this is 
net the only Inftance of their 


Having attained it in great Per- 


ſection, ſince we meet with an- 
other Gentleman, a Countryman 
of our Author, who not only at- 
tempted, but even repeatedly ſuc- 
ceeded in dramatic Writing in it. 
— This Gentleman was Mr. Mor- 
teux, of whom I ſhall make a fuller 
Mention hereafter, —And this 
ſeems a Kind of tacit Proof, not 
only of the native Beauty of the 
Language in itſelf, and it's Apt- 
neſs for the Purpoſes of the Dra- 
ma, which could tempt even Fo- 
xeigners to eſſay it's Powers, but 
alſo that it is not of ſo difficult a 
Conſtruction, nor of ſo wild and 
ungovernable a Nature, fo hard 
to reduce within the Limits of 
grammatical Rules, as it has been 


E mee to be, * 
BoyLE, Roger, Vid. OkRE- 
RY, Earl of. | 
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B ADY, Dr. — This Gentle. 
man was a Divine, and lived at 
Richmond in Surry, where I ima- 
gine his Benefice to have been, 
— This however is all I can ga- 
ther of him, excepting that he 
wrote one Play, called, 

The Rape, F. 

Bx AN DON, Mr. Samuel. 
This Author wrote about the 


latter Part of Queen Elizabeth's | 


Reign, but of what Profeſſion he 
was, or what Rank he held in 
Life, I have not been able to pro- 
cure any Information concerning, 


He appears however to have been 


poſſeſs d of no ſmall Share of Va- 


nity and Self-ſufficiency, from 


the Italian Verſe he has ſubjoined 
to the only dramatic Piece he 
wrote, and which notwithſtand- 
ing the high Opinions he, and 
perhaps ſome of his partial Friends 
might entertain of it, he was ne- 
ver able to bring on the Stage, 
_- | 


L' Acqua non temo dell' eterno 


| Oblio. 
which may thus be engliſhed, 


OBLIVION's Powers I have 1 


Cauſe to fear; 
My M#orks ber Waves ETER» 


NALLY ſhall ſpare, 


The Title of the Play, which 
he thus defies either Time, E- 
ternity, or Oblivion to eraze the 
Remembrance of, is, 

The Virtuous Octavia. T. C. 

BRERE TON, Mr. Thomas, — 
This Gentleman was the Son of 
Major Thomas Brereton, of the 
Queen's Dragoons, in the Reign 


of King Wilkam III. and was li- 


neally deſcended by a younger 
Branch from the very ancient 
and noble Family of the Brere- 
tons, of Brereton in Cheſhire, — He 
received the firſt Rudiments of 
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Learning at the Free-School at 


Cheſter, from which he was firſt. 


removed to a Boarding-School in 
the ſame City, kept by one Mr, 
Dennis, a French Refugie, and af- 
terwards to Bragen. Noſe College 
in Oxford, of which he continued 
a Member for eight. Years, and 
took the Degree of Batchelor of 
Arts,—About 1717, Sir Robert 


Walpsle, then Prime Miniſter, 


and who had ſome Friendſhip for 


Mr. Brereton's Family, preſented 
him with a little Poſt in the Cuſ- 


toms, in which his Station was 
very agreeable to himſelf, being 
in the Port of Cheſter, his own 
native Country,—To this then 
he retired, but did not long en- 


joy it, Death ſnatching him away 


in a few Years after his ſettling 
there.— The dramatic Pieces 
which he lived to finiſh were 
only two, and were never acted, 
VIZ. 1 ö 
1. RBS T urn. Trag. 
2. Sir John Oldcaſile, Trag. 
The firſt is little more than a 


Tranſlation of the Eber of Ra- 


eine, and the laſt a cloſe Imita- 
tion of the Polieucte of Corneille, 
and indeed neither of them have 
any great Share of Merit in the 
Execution, —He had however be- 
gun two other Pieces, the one a 


Tragedy, called, 


ATHALIAH, 
which was to have been a Tranſ- 
lation from Racines Play of that 


Name, and the other a Comedy, 


to which he intended to have 
given the Title of 
The Oxford Ladies, or the 
Neither of theſe. however did 
 BRETON, Mr. Nicholas, To 
this Gentleman have both Jacob 


Fave to finiſh, , - . 


and Gildon attributed the Honour 
ef Authorſhip in Regard ta an 


B R 
old dramatic Piece, entitled, 
An Old Man's Leſſon, or a 
: Young Man's Love, Interl. 
but one would be apt to imagine 
they neither of them had ſeen 
the Piece, and that the latter had 
implicitly copied the Error 
branch'd by the former, ſince in 
the Preface Mr. Breton acknow- 
ledges himſelf to have been only 
the Editor of this Interlude, nay, 
even declares that he is wholly 
ignorant who the Author was,— 
As ſuch however I could not 
with Propriety avoid inſerting his 
Name in this Place, ſince to him 
the World is at leaſt obliged for 
the Knowledge of whatever Share 
of Merit may be found in the 
Piece. | 
Ba EAI, Capt. John Durant, 
This Gentleman was the Son 
of Dr. Francis Durant Breval, one 
of the Prebends of Veſiminſter and 
Roc beſter.— He received a liberal 
Education, the early Parts of 
which he was initiated into at 
MWeſtminſter School. From thence 
he went to the Univerfity of 
Cambridge, where he was elected 
into Trinity College, and obtain- 
ed a Fellowſhip, which he 
kept for ſome Time; but whe- 
ther he found a College Life too 
confined and heavy for his Dif- 
poſition, which probably had a 
more volatile Turn, or on what 
other Account I know not, but 
he at length quitted the Uni- 
verfity, and on ſo doing, at- 
tach'd himſelf to the Charms of 
a ſcarlet Coat and Cockade, and 


obtaining a Lieutenant's Com- 


miſſion, went into. the Army, 


Whether he met with any Ad- 


vancement there, or at What 


Time he died, I have not been 


able to trace. However, it is. 
certain, that. after the Petisd' of 


his aceepting the Commiſſion, he 


made 
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made the Tour of France and 
Italy, in the Capacity of a ſort of 
travelling Companion to ſome 
young Nobleman, on the Return 
from which he publiſhed his Ob- 
ſervations during his Journey, 
compiled into a Volume in Fo- 


lio.—He had moreover a poetical. 


Turn, and wrote three or four 
Poems, which were not eſteem- 
ed bad ones. He alſo brought 
one dramatic Piece on the Stage, 
but which met with no great 
Succeſs, entitled, 5 

The Play's the Plot. C. 

rom it however have been ex- 

tracted the Subſtance or two 
Farces, which ſucceeded tolera- 
bly well, Is. 

The Meck Princeſs, and 

The Strollers, | 

Socn after the Appearance -of 
that doughty Performance of a 
Club of. Wits, called Three Hours 
after Marriage, which, tho' pub- 
liſhed with only Mr. Cay's Name 
to it, was undoubtedly the joint 
Offspring of that Gentleman, 
Mr. Pope and Dr. Arbuthrot, and 
which met with that Condemna- 
tion from the Public which it 
juſtly merited, Capt. Breva/ un- 
der the aſſumed Name of Joſepb 


Gay publiſhed a Satire on that . 


Piece, entitled, | 

The Confederates, A Farce, 

On which Account Mr. Pope, 
who. never could forgive the leaſt 
Attempt made againſt his reigning 
the unrival'd Sovereign on the 
Throne of Wit, has introduced 
this Gentleman into that poetical 
Pillory the Dunciad, among the 
various Authors whom he has 
ſuppoſed De votees of the Goddeſs 
of Dullneſs, , 5 4+. 

BR EWE R, Mr. Anthony, 
This Writer {lived in the Reign 
of King Charles I. and appears ta 
have been held in high Eftinia- 
tion by the Wits of that Time, 
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as may be more particularly ga- | 
ther'd from an elegant Complt- 
ment paid to him in a Poem, 
called Steps to Parnaſſus, wherein 
he is ſuppoſed to have a magic 
Power to call the Muſes to his 
Aſſiſtance, and is even ſet on an 
Equality with the immortal 
Sh:keſpeare himſelf.— There are 
howeyer great Diſputes among 
the ſeveral Writers as to the 
Number of his Works, — in- 
franley and Phillips have made him 
Author of ſix Plays. — The Au- 
thor of the Britiſb Theatre, and 
after him Mr. Theopb. Cibber, 
have given him the Credit of 
three only. Langbaine, Jaccb and 
Gilden allow him but two, and 
even of thoſe, the firſt of theſe 
Authors ſeems to doubt the Au- 
thenticity of more than one, 

To come however to the beſt 
Judgment I can collect, I ſhall 
firſt mention the Pieces which 
Finſtanley has afigned'to him and 
which are vnivcrſally \rejeRted, — 
Thele are the following three. 

1. LAN DGAR THA. T. C. 

2, Love's Dominion. Paſtoral, 

3. Love's Loauiſtone. C. 

The Reaſons for diſallowing of 
theſe are all ſubſtantial Ones. 
The firſt being written dy Henry 
Burnell, Eſq; the ſecond by Mr. 


Flechnoe, and the laſt, tho' printed 


Anonym. (which leaves Scope for 
the aſcribing it to any Body) is 
ſaid to be a poſthumous Work, 
and only publiſhed by a Friend 
of the Author after his Deceaſe. 
Now this being the Cafe, it is 
1mpoſſible to have been Brewer's, 
this poſthumous Publication hap- 
pens to have been in 1630, five 
and twenty Years earlier than 
the Date of the Lovefick King, 
the only Piece Which ſeems 85 
be indiſputably given to Mr. 
Breuer, and which Was firſt 
printed in 4to, 1655. 

BL dn The 


obtain a more aut 
mation. 
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The two Plays, which all the 
Writers in general have ſet down 
to this Author, are, f 

1. Country Girl, C. 

2. Love-fick King, T. C. 

Langbaine's Objection to the 
firſt of theſe being only the Let- 
ters T. B. in the Title Page, 
which might have been only a 
typographical Error, proceeding, 

perhaps, from the Negligence or 
Careleſineſs of the Printer, who, 
not being certain of the Author's 


Chriſtian Name, might chuſe ra- 


ther the inſerting any Letter at a 
Venture, than delaying the work- 
ing off the Sheet till he could 
tC Infor- 


And now the only: Piece in 


Diſpute is chat, entitled, 


LIN Gua. | 
This ine ablolutely de- 
nies to be; Brezwer's, yet aſſigus 


no other Reaſon for 10 doing but 


his wn bare ne e dixtt, neither 
does Winſlanley ſhew any Cauſe 
for aſeribing it to him. Mr, 


| Throph, Cibber, howevef, as well 


as the Author ofthe Britſh Then 


atre, has followed the Authority 


of the latter, as has alſo Mr. 


Dodſley, who, in the Courſe of 


his Buſineſs as a Bookſeller, ex- 
cluſive of his own. admirable 


Judgment as a Poet, might have 
an Opportunity of knowing better 


than either of them; and who 


has republiſhed the Piece with 
the Name of Anthony Brewer, in 
his Collection of old Plays.— To 


this I may add, that Probability 
is alſo in it's Favour, ſince, be 


ing of a much earlier Date than 


either of the other two, it is pub- 
liſhed anonymous, and may there- | 


fore be ſuppos'd to have been the 


Author's firſt Eflay i in this Kind 
of Writing. 


Bethe Author, bod whom 
he — there is a remarkable 
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Amntecdote recorded by Vinſtanley, 
in Regard to the Piece itſelf; 
which points it out to have been 
in ſome Meaſure the innocent 
Cauſe of thoſe Troubles which 
diſturbed the Peace of theſe 
Realms in the Middle of the 
17th Century.— He tells us, that 
when this Play was acted at 
Cambridge, Oliver Cromevall (then 
a Youth) performed a Part in it. 
— The Subſtance of the Piece is 


a Contention among the Senſes 


for a Crown, Which LINGVA 
had laid for them to find. — The 
Part alletted to young Cromeved/ 


was that of Tacitus, or Touch, 


who, having obtained the con- 
teſted Coronet, makes this 2 
rited Declamation, | 


Roſes, and Bays, wel bence ! this 
Crown and Robe, 
My Brows, and Bady, circles and 
. inveſls;, b 
How alen it re me er the 
Slave 9 


Meafur' d my Head, that: woronght 

tis Coronet, : 

They he that ſay, Complexion Cane 

not change 

My Blood's ennobled, and 1 4 

transform d 

Unto the ſacred Temper of a King, 

Methinks I hear my ge; Paraſites 

Stiling me Cxſar or OS —_ 
ander 


Licking my Feet, &c. 


It is ſaid that he felt the whole z 
Part ſo warmly, and more eſpe- 
cially the above-quoted' Speech, 


that it was what firſt fired his Soul 


with Ambition, and excited him, 
from the Poſſeflion of an imagi- 
[nary Crown, to ſtreteh his Views 
to that of a rca/ one, for the Ao- 
compliſhment of which he was 


contented to wade thro' Seas of 


Blood, and „ ſhut the Gates of 


« Mercy on Mankind. 
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Broms N Aeæunder.— This Au- 


thor flouriſhned in the Reign of 
King Charles I. and was an At- 


torney in the Lord Mayor's Court. 
He was born in 1020, and 
died June 30th, 1666.—S0 that 
he lived thro' the whole of the 
Civil Wars and the Protc&orthip, 
during all which Time he main- 
tain'd his Loyalty untainted, —Be 
was a warm Cavalier, and tio” 
in his Profeſſion of the Law he 
could do no Service to the Cauie 


he lov'd, yet as he was a Devotee 


of the Muſes, as well as an Atten- 
dant on the Courts, he frequent- 
ly turned his Pen from the filling 
up of Writts, Pleas, and Demur- 
rers, to the inditing of Odes, 
Sonnets and Dithyrambs, in the 


- moſt of which he treated the 


Round-Heads with great Keen- 
neſs and Severity.— In ſhort he 


was Author of much the greateſt 


Part of thoſe Songs and Epigrams 
which were publiſhed in Favour 


of the Royaliſts, and againſt the 
| as well in Oliver: Crom- 
well's Time as during the Rebel- 
lLion,——Theſe, together with his 
Epiſtles and Epigrams tranſlated 
from different Authors, were all 


printed in one Vol. 8vo. after 


the Reſtoration, —He alſo pub- 
Jiſhed a Verſion of Horace, by 
-himſelf and other Hands, which 


is very far from a bad one.— He 


left behind him only one Dra- 


matic Piece, which is entitled, 
The Cunning Lovers, C. 
The World however is indebt- 
ed to him for two Volumes of 
Richard Brome's Plays in Octavo, 
many of wich, but for his Care 


in preſerving and publiſhing them, 


would in all Probability have been 
entirely loſt, N 11 67 
Baomz, Mr. Rcbard.— This 


Author lived in the Reign of 


King Charles I. and was cotem- 
orary with Decker, Ford, Shirley, 


BR. 
&c,—His Extraction was mean, 
he having originally been no- bet. 
ter than a menial Servant to the 
celebrated Ben Jonſon, —He wrote 
himſelf however into high Re. 
pute, as is teſtified not only by 
various Commendatory Verſes 
written by his Cotemporaries, and 
prefix d to many of his Plays, but 


alſo by ſome Lines which his 


quondam Maſter addreſs'd to him | 
on account of his Comedy call'd 
the Northern Laſs, in which, 
altho' Ben Jonſon has given Way | 
to that Kind of Vanity which is 
perpetually farting forth in all | 
his Writings, and repreſents him. 
ſelf as the firſt who had inftructed 
the Age in the comic Laus, and 
all the perfect Arts of the Drama, 
yet he pays great Commendation 
to Richard Brome, by acknowledg- 
ing that he has made very good 


Uſe of the Improvements he had 


acquir'd during a long Appren- 
ticeſhip under ſo ſkilful a Ma- 
Brome, in Imitation of his 
Maſter, laid it down as his firſt 
great point, to apply cloſely to 


the Study of Men and Manners. 


—His Genius was entirely turned 


to Comedy, and therefore his pro- 


per Province was Obſervation 
more than Reading, His Plots 
are all his own, and are far from 
being ill-conduCted ; and his Cha- 
raters, which for the moſt Part 
are ſtrongly marked, were the 
Offspring of his own Judgment 
and Experience, and his cloſe 
Attention to the Foibles of the 
human Heart. —In a word, his 
Plays in general are good ones, 
met with great Applauſe when 
firſt acted, and, as Langbain in- 


forms us, were thought by the 
Players worthy to be revived, to 


their own Profit and the Author's 
Honour, in that critical Age 
which he himſelf lived in.— 

| Nay 


Bean, 
» bet- 
o the 
Wrote 
Res 
erſes 
„ and 


3 
Nay we have had a Proof even 
in our own Time, of the Merit 
of one of, his Comedies, which 


been lately revived and with great 
Succeſs, viz. the Fowral Crew, 
which for no leſs than three Sea- 
ſon paſt has brought crowded 
Audiences to the Theatre Royal 
in Covent Garden, at all the fre- 


ances. | 

The Comedies which the Au- 
thor has left behind him are 
Fifreen in Number, Ten of which 
are collected together, as before- 
mentioned, under Alexander Brome, 
in two Volumes 8vo, Each Vo- 


Neꝛo Plays by Richard Brome.— 


as follows. 
* Anrtipodes, Go 
15 Alparagus Garden, C. 
3. City Wit, C. | 
4. Covert Garden Weeded, C. 
5. Court Beggar, C. 
6. Damoiſelle. C. 
7. Engliſh Moor, C. 
8, Fowial Crew, C. 
9. Lovefick Court, C. 
10. Mad Corple wo ll match*d, C. 
It. New Academy, C. 
12, Nortben Laſs, C. 
13. Novella. C. 
14. Queen and Concul ine. C. 
15. Queen's Exchange, C. 
He joined alſo with Thomas 
Heyrusod, in a Play called the 
Lancaſhire Witches, of which ſee 
an Account in its proper Place. 
BR OO x, Sir Fulk Greville, Lord. 
—This Right Hpnourable Au- 
thor was Son to Sir Fulk Greville, 
the Elder, of Beauchamp Court in 
Warwickſhire, and deſcended from 
the' ancient Family of the Gre- 
villen, who in the Reign of Ed- 
ward the IIId. were ſeated at 
Cambden in Gloucęſterſbire.— He 
was born in 15 54, the ſame 


with a very little Slteration, has 


quent Repetitions of its Perform 


lume bearing the Title of Five 


The whole Liſt of his Pieces is 
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Vear with his Friend Bir Philip 
Sidney, and received. his Educa- 
tion at Trinity Colledge Cambridge; 
from whom, on h:s Removal to 
Court, he ſoon grew highly in 
Favour with Queen F:izaberh, 
nor continued leis in the Efteem 
of her Sueceſſor James I, who 
at his Coronation created him 
Knight of the Bath, in T1615 
maile him Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and in the ſeventeenth 
Year of his Reign rais'd him to 
the Rank of the Peerage, with the 
Title of Baron Hraot of Beau- 
champ's Court, and one of the Gen- 
tlemen of the Bed-Chamber.— 
He was equally eminent for his 


Learning and Courage, in both 


which he greatly diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf, and was one of the moſt 
particular Intimates of the inge- 
nious Sir Philip Sidney, whoſe 
Life prefixed to his celebrated 
Romance the Arcadia, under the 
Name of Pbilopbilippos, was writ- 
ten by this Gentleman. —Beſides 
this he wrote a Treatiſe ef Human 


Learning. a Treatiſe of Wars, and 


an Inguiſition upon Force and He- 
nour, all of which are compos'd 
in Seſtines, or Stanzas of fix Lines 
each, the four firſt of which are 


alternate, and the laſt two rhym- 


ing to each other, His Title to 


2 Place in this Work however is 


founded on two Dramaric Pieces 
(both Tragedies) which he wrote, 
entitled, „„ 

1. Alu ham. . 

2. Mufaphs. T. 

Neither of theſe I believe were 
ever acted, they being written 
ſtrictly after the Model of the 
Ancients, with Choruſes, &c, and 
entirely unfit for the Engliſh 


Stage. 


This amiable Man of Quality 
loſt his Life in a tragical Manner 
on the zoth of September in the 
Year 1628, being then 74 Years 


£ N 
= 15 Were, Hf... — r N > 
ee . II 2 — 


of 
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of Age, by the Hands of one 


Haywood, who dad ſpent the 
greateſt and beſt Part of his Time 
in his perſonat Service, for which 
not thinking bimfelf ſufficiently 
rewarded, he expoſtulated with 
his Maſter on it, they two being 
alone in his Lordſhip's Bedcham - 
ber in Brook Houſe in Holborn, 
(the Spot of Greund where Broox 
Street now ſtands), —His Remon- 
ftrances however being probably 
made with too much Perempto- 
rineſs and airAir of Inſolence, he 
received a ſharp Rebuke from his 
Lordſhip, which he'immediately 
returned by giving him a mortal 
Stab in the Back, of which 


Wound he died, but whether in- 
ſtantly or not, does not appear,— 
The Aſſaſſin however conceiving 
his own Condition to be deſperate, 
went into another Room, and 
having locked the Door fell on 
his own Sword. — Thus in order 


to evade the Sentence of the Law, 
he became himſelf the Execu- 
tioner of Juſtice, receiving from 
his qwn Hand that Death which 
otherwiſe would have been in- 
flicted on him by that of the com- 
mon Hangman. | | 
Lord Brook lies buried among 


the reſt of his honourable An- 


ceſtors, in Warwick Church, un- 
der a Menument of black and 
white Marble, on the which he 
is ſtil'd, | ; 
Servant to Queen Elizabeth 
Counſellor to —_ James, 


1 all RN | 
Friend $0 Sir Philip Sidney. 
ile died without Iſſue, having 
never been married, and thoſe 
who are deſirous of reading his 
Character more at large, may be 
further fatisfied by peruſing the 
Account given of him by Fuller, 
in his Britiſb Worthies (vid. Mar- 
wickſoire, P. 199.) 
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Brooxe, Ilenty, Eſq.—Thi lf 
Gentleman, who is ſtill living 
is a Native of Jrelund, having, 2 
I have been informed, a paternal M 


Eſtate in the County of Cavay, 


and is beſides Barrack Matter of 
Mullingar, in the County of Weſ. 
meatb.— He ga'n'd great Reputa. 
tion as a Writer, by the Farmer; 
Letters, publiſhed in Ireland, in the 
Time of the Rebellion, and written 
after the Manner of Dean Swift"; 
Drapers . Letters, which were 
univerſally aſcribed to him,—Hi; 
greateſtApplication however ſeems 
to have been to the Drama, for in 
the Year 1738, he had his Tra. 
gedy of Guflavus Vaſa, rehearſed 
at the Theatre Royal in Drury MW 
Lane, the Actors were all ready 
in their Parts, and no Bar ſeem'd 
in the Way to its public Appcar- 
ance, when an Order came from 
the Lord Chamberlain to prohibit 
it.— He met with the ſame Ill. 
ſucceſs in Dublin with Regard to 
an Opera call'd Fack rhe Giant 
Queller, brovght on ſoon after 
the Cloſe of the Rebellion, which 
after the firſt Night's Repreſenta- 
tion was forbidden by the Go- 
vernment to be. continued, —As 
to his firſt Play, however, tiie 
Prohibition did him no Kind of 
Injury, as be was immediately 
encouraged to publiſh it by a 
Subſcription, which has been aid 
to have amounted to eight hun- 


' dred Pounds, —In 1741. His Be- 


trayer of bis Country was brought 
on the Stage in Dub/;n, and met 
with Succeſs, and about 1752, 
at the ſame Theatre, his Ear! ef 
Efjex.—This laſt Play however 
having never been printed, and 
being I believe the Property of 
Mr. Sheridan, late Manager of 
Smock Alley Theatre, when that 
Gentleman acted at Drury Lan 
in the Winter of 1761. his Emo- 
luments being to ariſe from 3 

| | cer- 


Thü 


ii np, 
18, 23 


Lernal 


aan, 


er of 


Ws 
puta. 


-mer'; 
n the 


to be ranked in the 
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eemtain Proportion of the Profits 
of the Houſe on thoſe Nights i in 


which he performed, he was al- 


towed a Right of reviving or get- 


ing up ſuch Plays as he imagined 
| would turn out the moſt to his 


and the Managers joint Advan- 


tages. —Among thoſe which he 
fix'd on as his Choice, Was Mr. 


Brooke's Earl ef Eſſex, which be- 
ing licenced by the Lord Cham- 


derlain was now brought on at 
Drury Lane, and met with. good 


Succeſs, : 
Thro' the whole of Mr. Brooke's 


Writings there breathes a ſtrong 


Spirit of Liberty, and patriotic 


Zeal, which, tho', the natural 
and inborn Principles of every 
Subject of theſe Realms, may 
Have ſubjected them to Miſrepre- 
ſentation, and, what is far from 
an uncommon. "Caſe render'd ge- 
neral Sentiment ſuſpected as par- 
ticular Reflection. Vet thoſe 
who have the Pleaſure of know- 


ing this Gentleman perſonally, | 
muſt be ſo well aſſur d of the In- 
tegrity of his Heart, and his 


firm Attachment to the preſent 
happy Succeſſion, - as will entirely 


clear him from tho ſlighteſt Sup- 
poſition of any Intent to excite 
Corruption or awaken Diſcontent 


by any of his Writings. | 
His dramatic Pieces in them - 


ſelves are independent of theſe 


Kind of Confi eration 2333 
rt .Claſs, 


have undoubtedly a conſiderable 


Share of Merit,-His Plots are _ 
Ungeniouſly laid and well con- 
ducted, his Chatacters not ill 


an bold 
N r ſoxtie Church Preferment in the 


drawn, and his 
and nervous; tho“ it muſt 
acknowledged in the laſt P 
cular the Apthox at Times ſeetns * 
to pay too little Regard, to the 
Fel wb of Meaſure, to that 


n. the La of his 1455 Fr 
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His dramatic Pieces are as fol» 
low, 

1. The Betrayer of hrs garen | 
.T,—This was played at 
Dublin under the Title of 
the Earl of Neſimorland. 

2. Farl of Effex. » 

Þ Guftavus Paſa, T. Tie 
was as I think (tho' pro- 
Hibited in London, acted at 
Dublin by the Title of 
the Patriot. ) 

5. Juct the Giant Queller. F. 

RoOKES, Mis. This Lady, 


whoſe Maiden Name was Moore, 


is the Daughter and Wife of a 
Clergyman, and a Lady of great 
Abilities.—She has written and 
publiſhed one Play, which was 
never ated, entitled, 
Trag. 

Bx6wNn, Andony, Efq,=—This 
Gentleman was a ember of the 


* -» A — = 


titled, 


The Nn Retirement. 1. 
This Play was damn'd, and Ins 


vena very N chere being 


neither Plot, ncident,” of Lan» 


ange in it that had by a any Mea 


ight to recommend 'it to "ths 
Gal ic Regard, —Yet its Want of 
Pdeceh was the Occaſion of ſome 
Inſults being .ſhewn to an Actor 
of great Conſequence, whoſe” ſpi- 


. rited Behaviour on the 3 


ſtance may be ſeen more — = 


In the Account of this Pl. 


the former Part of this | 
Bxownr, Pr. Thie Genie 

man is a Clergywman and Doct 

in Divinity, OG 1 . 5 


- Northern 8 8 this Kingdom. 
He has very ju ly acquired a 
We, y ſomè of his 2 
tings, Fe „ by 
2 * 
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Times ; and as a Poet, tho? he 
chanot be conſider'd as the firſt, 
yet he is undoubtedly very far 
from the leaſt conſiderable of our 
preſent Writers. The Stage 
ſtands indebted to him for two 
dramatic Pieces, the Succeſs of 


which has been different, yet 


has-not I think done any great 
Honour to public Taſte, ſince his 
Athcilan, which I cannot help 
thinking much the more original 
and better executed Piece of the 
two, has never bcen performed 


| ſince the Seaſon of its firſt Ap- V7 


carance, while Barkarc/a, whoſe 

eſign is much too nearly ap- 
ng to that of Merepe and 
ſome other of our modern Tra- 
gedies, fall continues on the Liſt 
of acting Plays. 

His Tragedies, as I before ob- 
ſerved, are only two, VIZ, 
1. ATHELSTAN, — 

2. BARBAROSSAs . 

" Browxz, Mr. Ther. —Who 
this -gentleman was, or whether 
et living I know not, all the 
a n 1 can procure con- 
eerning him ie, that he was Au- 
thor of two Pieces, which were 
both repreſented together, and 
| have pretty nearly an equal De- 
gree of Merit. OY, are en- 
titled, * 
T. All bedevilkd. F, 

2. Folds. T. | 


The firſt was: 2851 by way of 
an Entertainment added to the 
ſecond. Neither of them how- 


_ ever were performed at a Theatre 
. Royal, or even by regular Actors, 
but only by ſome Gentlemen of 
the Author's. Acquaintance, for 
' their own Diverſion and the Gra- 


. tification of bis Vanity, at a 


Place which in the Title Page i is 
called the private eatre in St. 
Aban's Street, but this J imagine 


to have been nothing more than 


ſome School or en Room 


„ 

fitted up for the, immediate Or. 
caſion of this Play, and oth 

Repreſentations of that Kind, 
BucknunrsT, Thomas Sack- 
ville, Lord, — This noble Author 
who from a. private Gentleman 
was before his Death advanced to 
a very high Rank both in Ho. 
nour, Fame, and Fortune, was 
Son of Richard Sackville, Eſe; af 
Buckburſt, in the Pariſh of Wi 7. 
thian in Sex, at which Place 
our Author Was born in the Year 
1536, —His Mother's Name waz 
Winfred, the Daughter of Sir 
| 2 » Bruges, ſome Time Lord | 
ayor of Londen.— From his | 
Childhood he was diſtingu ſhed 
for a Liveli efs of Wit and Man- 
lineſs of Behaviour.— He receiy- 
ed the firſt Part of his Univer- 
ſity Education at Hart Hall Ox- 
ford, yet took no Degree there, 
but removed to Cambridge, where 
he did not reſide long; but had 
the Degree of Maſter of Arts con- 
ferred on him.— He afterwards 


enter'd himſelf a Student in the 


Temple, and at an early Time of 
Life was called to the Bar.— Here 
it was probably that his Friend - 
ſhip and Intimacy commenc'd 
with Mr. Thomas Norton, in Con- 


junction with whom he wrote a 
Tragedy entitled, 


Ferrer and Porrex, the two 
Sons of Gorbeduc, NY of 
Britain, 

Which Mr. T. Cibber, in tis 

Life of this Nobleman, afferts, 
tho' I think falſely, to have been 


the firſt Scenes written in Verſe 


in Ergland, and which was aſter- 
wards alter'd by his Lordſhip, and 


republiſhed under the Title of, 
"7 Corbedue. Trag. 


This Piece in its original Form, 


of which Mr. gee wrote the 
three firſt Acts, and Mr. Sact- 
ville the two us, 1 as performed 


dy the Gentlemen of the Inne 
. Tempi 
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Temple at Whiteball, before Queen 


Elixabetb, on the 18th of Janua- 
ry 1561, long before Shakeſprare 
appear'd on the Stage, and when 
Mr. Sackviile was only in his 
twenty fixth Year. | 

Akho' the Sprightlineſs of 
Mr. Saclville's Genius had thus 
induced him to dedicate ſome of 
his Hours to Poetry and Plea- 
fare, yet Hiſtory was his favorite 
Study, more eſpecially that of his 
own Country, in Conſequence of 
which he bad formed a Deſign 
of 2 Kind of Biograpbia illuſirium 
Virorum, or the Lives of ſeveral 
great Perſonages in Verſe, of 
which ſome ſpecimens are printed 
in a Book publiſhed in 1610, 
called the Mirrour of Magiſtrates, 
the Induction to which is wholly 
his, and is perhaps the ear lieſt 
Attempt in allegorical Poetry 
that we have extant in our Lan- 
gages» : . 
This Defign however Mr. 
Sackvilte had not Leiſure or Op- 
portunity to purſue, for his great 
Abilities being diſtinguiſhed at 
Court, he was called forth into 
fuch a continued Connexion with 
public Aﬀairs, as left him no 
Time for the Execution of any 
ef his literary Plans, In the 4th 
and 5th Years of Queen Mary 
we find his Name on the Parlia- 
mentary Lifts ; and in the 5th of 
Queen Elizaberh, Anno 1564, 
when his Father was elected 
Knight of the Shire for Suſſex, 
he was returned as one of the 
Members for Buckinghamfhire,— 
Not long after this however he 
went abroad to travel, and was 
detain'd for ſome Time Priſoner 
at Rome, but his Liberty being 
procur'd him, he return'd to 
| England, to take Poſſeffivn of a 
very large Inheritance, which by 
his Father's Death in 1566 was 
(devoted to kim. : 
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On his Return he was knighte 
ed in 1567, in the Queen's Pre- 
ſence, by the Duke of Nora, 
and at the ſame Time ꝓromoted 
to the Dignity of the Peerage by 
the Title of Baron Buckburft.— 
His Lordſhip was of ſo protuſe 
a Temper that tho' his Income 
was a very large one, yet his 
Fondneſs of Magnificence and 
Expence would not permit him 
to live withia it, and ſometimes 


ſubjected him to conſiderable In- 


conveniencies,—The Queen's fre- 
quent Admonitions on this Sub- 
jet, however, at length made 
ſume Impreſſion on him, and in- 
duced him to become more Care- 
ful of his Affairs. 

In 1573 his Royal Miſtreſe 
ſent him Ambaſſador to Charks 
IX. King of France, to congra- 
tulate that Prince on his Mar- 
riage with the Emperor Maxi- 
milan's Daughter, and on other 
important Affairs; where he was 
received and entertained w.th all 
thoſe Honours which were due to 


his own Merit, and the Diznity 


of his Sove e gn. „ 

In 1574 we find his Name 
mentioned as one of the Peers 
who ſat on the Trial of Thomas 
Howard, Duke of Norfolk, who 
was condemned and executed for 
being concerned in a Plot for re- 
covering the Liberty of Mary 
Queen of Scots, at which Time 
he was alſo in the Privy-Council, 
he was nominated - one of the 
Commiſſioners for the rial of 
that unhappy Queen herſelf, and 
tho' it does not appear that he 
was preſent at her Condempa - 
tion at Fotheringay Caſtle, yet af - 
ter the Confirmation of her Sen- 
tence he was the Perſon made 
Choice of on Account of his Ad- 
dreſs and Tenderneſs of Diſpoſi- 
tion to bear the unhappy Tidi 


So 
w her, and ſee the Decree put in 
Execution, | | 
In. 1567 he went Ambaſſador 


do the States- General, to accom- 
modate Differences in Negard to 


ſome Remonſtrances they had 
Made againſt the Conduct of the 
Farl of Leicefler, —This Com- 
miſſion he executed with the ut- 
moſt Fidelity and Honour, yet 
by it he incurr'd the Diſpleaſure 
of Lord Hurleigb, whoſe Influence 
with the Queen occaſioned him 
not only to be recalled,. but 
confined to his Houſe for nine 
Months, —On the Death of Lord 
Zeicefier however, his Intereſt at 
Court was renew'd; he was made 
Knight of the Garter, was one 
of the Peers who ſat on the Trial 
of the Earl of Arundel, and was 
joined with Lord Burleigb in the 

omoting a Peace with Hain; 
in Conſequence of which a Trea- 
fy was renewed with the States- 
General, which, as Lord Bur- 
fig then lay ſie k, was negotiated: 
MBlcly by Lord Bnciburß; where- 
Fy-the Queen, beſides other Ad- 
vantages, was eaſed of a Charge 
Of at leaſt 120,005 /. per Aunum; 
which, according to the Value of 
Money then, was not much leſs 
than equal to half a Million 
—_—_ 

On Dee. Itb 1591, he was, 
in Conſequence of ſeveral Letters 
from the Queen in his Favour, 
efeted Chancellor of the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, in Oppoſition to 
the Earl of F/:x, and incorpo- 
rated Maſter of Arts; and on 
Lord Burleigb's Death the Queen 
af x juſt Reward for his Merits, 
for the Service he had done his 
Country, and the vaſt Sums he 
| Had expended, was 3 
Mtute him Lord High Trea- 


ſurer. | | 
In the ſueeeeding Year he wat 
Fin'd in a Commiſſion With Sir 


B U 


nd Egerton and Lord Ex for 


negotiating Affairs with the Se- 
nate of Denmark. When the laſt Þ 
named Nobleman and his Faction 
diſperſed Libels againſt the Queen 
concerning the Affairs of Ireland, 
Lord Buckhurft engaged in her 
Majeſty's Vindication, and when 
at laſt that poor, miſguided, raſh, 
unhappy Favorite was, with his 
Friend Southampton, brought to 
Trial, this Nobleman was con- 
ſtituted Lord High Steward og 
the Occaſion, | 

After the Death of the Queen, 
her Succeſſor King James I. who | 
had the higheſt Senſe of his Ser. 
vices and great Abilities, even 
before his Arrival in England, re. 
newed his Patent for Life as Lord 
High Treaſurer, and in the en- 
ſuing Year created him Earl of 
Dorſet, and appointed him one of | 
the Commiſſioners: for executing 
the Office of Earl Marſhal. |} 

He did not however very long 
enjoy theſe additional Honour | 
for on the 19th of April 1608 
he died ſuddenly, at the Council 
Table Wbreehall, and on the 26th 
of May foilowing was interr'd 
with great Solemnity at Veſrun- 
Her Abbey, his Funeral Sermon 
being preached by the famous Dr, 
Aobot, at that Time his Chaplain, 
but afterwards Archbiſhop of Car- 
terbury, | 

The Suddenneſs of his Death 


afforded ſome little Grounds for . 


Conjecture and Luſpicion, but 
thoſe were immediately put 4 
Stop to, when on opening his | 
Head, the Cauſe of his Deceaſe 
was found to be a Hydrocephalus, 
or little Bags of Water collected 
about the Brain, which by this 
ſudden burſting muſt neceſſarily 
— the Cataftrophe that fol- 
ed 


His Character as 2 Stateſman 
and a Man we need nat exgatiate 
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on, 25 the Chronicles of our own 
National Affairs during his Time 
are all laviſh in his Praiſe.— As 
a2 Writer, in which Light how- 
erer it is probable he would have 
== tone with ſuperior Brilliance, 
had not Matters of much more 


material Importance ſtopped his 
Pen, we have but few Remains 


- | left; yet, concerning what we 


have, I cannot better guide the 
judgment of our Readers with 
reſpect to them, than by repeat- 
ing the Character given of his 
== Corboduc, by that elegant Writer 
and acknowledged Judge of Lite- 
rature, Sir Philip Sidney.—** It 
« is,” ſays he, full of ſtate- 
« ly Speeches, well - ſounding 
« Phraſes, climbir.g tothe Height 


« of Senecas Stile, and as full of 


« notable Morality, which it doth 
« moſt delightfully teach, and ſo 
&« obtain the very End of Po- 
« etry.”? 

From this great Man is lineally 
deſcended his Grace the preſent 
Duke of Dorſet, whoſe great Abi- 


ties, as well as thoſe of his in- 


termediate Anceſtry, all of whom 
have been eminent for their great 
Virtues, extraoreirary Talents, 
and their Patronage of polite Li- 
terature, beſpeak him the genu- 


ine Offspring of our illuſtrious 


Sackville, | 

Mood ſays, he was buried at 
Withiam above-mentioned, but is 
under a miſtake. 5 

BucxINGHAM, Fobn Shef- 
Feld, Duke of.—This great No- 
bleman, whoſe Character was 
conſpicuous in the Age he lived 
In, in the ſeveral Capacities of a 


W Soldier, a Stateſman and' a Wri- 


ter, was born in the Year 1645. 
At nine Years of Age he loſt 
his Father, and his Mother mar- 


rying again ſoon after, the Care 


of his Education was left entirely 


to the Conduct of a Governor, who, 
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 tho' himſelf a Man of Learning, 


had not that happy Manner of 
communicating his Knowledge, 
whereby his Pupil could reap any 
great Improven, ent under him.— 
In Conſequence of which, When 
he came to part from his Gover- 
nor, aſter having travelled with 
him into France, he quickly diſ- 
cover'd in the Courſe of his Con- 
verſation with Men of Genius, 
that tho“ he had acquired the po- 


liter Accompliſhments of a Gen- 


tleman, yet that he was ſtill greatly 
deficient in every Part of Litera- 
ture, and thoſe higher Excellen- 


cies, without which it is impoſ- 


ſible to riſe to any conſiderable 
Degree of Eminence. 

Piqued at this Reflection, and 
reſolved by his own Application 
to make Amends for the Fault 
of his Governor, and recal the 
Time he had loſt, he determin- 
ed, tho' in the Height of youth- 
ful Blood, and in Poſſcſfion of an 
ample Fortune, two firong Al- 
lurements to Diſſipation, to lay 
a Reſtraint on his Appetites and 
Paſſions, and dedicate for ſome 
Time a certain Number of Hours 
every Day to Study, ——By this 
Means he made an amazing Pro- 
greſs, and very ſoon acquir'd a 
Degree of Learning, which very 
juſtly entitled him to the Cha- 
rater he ever after maintained, 
of a very fine Scholar. 

Not contented however with 
this Acquiſition, but as eager in 
the Purſuit of Martial as of Li- 
terary Glory, he again obtain'd 
a Maſtery over even the moſt ir- 
refiftable of all the Paſſions, and 
tho engaged in an Attachment 
of Love to a Lady, by whom, 
from his own Account, be met 
with an equal Return of Affec- 
tion, yet even this Tie could not 
keep him at Home, when the 
Call of Honour ſummon'd him 
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broad. — In ſhort, he enter'd 
ümſelf a Volunteer with the 
Earl of Offry, in the ſecond 
Dutch War, and was preſent in 
that famous and bloody Naval 
Engagement at Soldbay, where the 
Duke of York, afterwards James 
II. commänded as Admiral. 
And tho' this was at a Time of 
Lite when moſt young Gentle- 
men are ſcarcely out of the Hands 
of their Dancing Maſters, our 


youthful Hero exerted fo much 


allantry of Behaviour, that he 
was immediately appointed Com- 
mander of the Royal Catharine, a 
Tecond Rate Man of War, 

After this our Author made a 
Campaign in the French Service, 
urid when Tangier was in Danger 
of being taken by the Moors, he 
was, in Conſequence of his own 

Offer to head the Forces which 
Were to defend it, appointed 
Commander of them.—He was 
hen -Farl of Mulgrave, one of 

"the Lords of the Bed-Chamber to 
King Charl.s II. and had been, 
on the' 28th of Moy 1674, in- 
Ralted” Knight of the Garter, — 
But now a moſt wicked Machi- 
nation againſt his Life was con- 
ter ed at Court, in which the 
"King rin has been er 

10 Have acled a very principe 

Part, and far which Maru 
aMen different Cauſes.—Soůme of 
the Writers have imagined that 
the King had diſcovered an In- 


trigee between Lord Mulgrave 


And one of his own Miſtreſſes, 
and Was therefore determined to 
put his Rival out of the Way at 
any Rate. But Mrs. Manly, in 
her Atatantis, and Mr. Boyer in 
His Hiſtory of Queen Anne, attri- 
"butes it to the Biſcovery of cer- 
fait Overtures towards Marriage, 
which this Nobleman was bold 
Snough to make to the Princeſs 


ine, and which ſbe herfelf 


matter d a Condition, that the 


- every Danger in the Service ef 


· U 
ſcem' d not inclinable to difcous 


ie the Cauſe what it would, 
however, it is apparent that it 
was intended Lord r 
ſhould be loſt in the Paſſage; 
Veſſel being provided to carry * 
over, which had been ſent Home 
as unſerviceable, and was in fo 


Captain of her declar'd he was 
afraid to make the Voyage. — On 
this his Lordſhip applied not only 
to the Lord High Admiral, but 
to the King himſelf, — Theſe Re. 

monſtrances, however, were in 
vain z no Redreſs was to be had, | 
and the Earl, who ſaw the Trap 
laid for him by his Enemies, was 
compelled to throw himfelf into 
almoſt inevitabls Danger, to a- 
void the Imputation of Cowar- 
dice, which of all others he had 
the greateſt Deteſtation of. He 
however diſſuaded ſeveral Volun- 
teers of Quality from accompany- 
ing him in the Expedition.; only 
the Earl of Plymanth, the King $ 
natural Son, piqued” himſelf on 
running the fame Hazard with 2 
Man, who, in ſpite of the ill 
Treatment he met with from the 
Miniftry, could fo valiantly brave 


his Father. 

Providence, however, defeated 
this malicious Scheme, by giving 
them remarkably fine - Weather 
thro' the whole Voyage, which 
laſted three Weeks, at the Ter- 
mination of which, by the Afﬀiſt- 
ance of pumping the whole Time 
to diſcharge, the Water, which 
leaked in very faft, they arrived 
ſafe at Tengier,——And perhaps 
there cannot be a more ftriking 
Inſtance of . innate Firmneſs and 
Magnanimity than in the Beha- 
viour of this Nobleman during 
the Voyage. For though he was 
fully convinced of the hourly 


dung 
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Dongert (hey wore in, yet was his 
Mind ſo calm and undiſturbed, 
that he even indulged his Paſſion 
for the Muſes amidft the Tumults 
of the tempeſtuous Elements, and 
duting this Voyage, compos'd a 
Poem, which is to be met with 
among his other Works, 

The Conſequence of this Expe- 
dition was the Retreat of the 
Moors, and the blowing up of 
Tangier, — On his Return, the 
King becoming appeaſed, and the 
Earl forgetting the ill Offices 
done him, a mutual Reconcilia- 
tion enſued, and he enjoyed his 


Majeſty's Favour to the laſt, 


During the ſhort Reign of 
King. James II. he beld ſeveral 
conſiderable Poſts, 1 
that of Governor of Hu, in 
which he ſucceeded the degraded 
Puke of Monmouth, and the high 
Office of Lord Chamberlain, 


which, altho' latterly that Mo- 


narch grew cooler towards him 
on Account of the zealous and 


honeſt Remouſtrances be fre- Hire, and one of the Governors 


quently made to him againſt thoſe 
Meaſures by which he afterwards 
loſt the Crown, yet he did not 


think proper to take from him. 


— His Lordſhip was no Friend to, 
or Promoter of, the Revolution ; 
and when King James, in Oppo- 
fition to that Nobleman's Advice 
and that of others of his Friends, 
did quit the Kingdom, he ap- 


pears to have been one of the 
Lords who wrote fuch Letters to 


the Fleet, the Army and all the 


conſiderable - Garriſons in Eng- 


and, as perſuaded them to conti- 
nue in proper Order and Subjec- 
tion.— To his Humanity, Direc- 
tion and fpirited Behaviour in 
Council alſo, bis Majeſty ſtood 
indebted for the Protection he 
obtained from the Lords in Lan- 


an, upon his being ſeiz d and in- 


BU 
ſalted by the Populace at Fver- 
When the Revolution was 
brought about, Lord Mulgrave 


was guilty of no mean Compli- 


ances to King William, and tho! 


he voted and gave his Reaſcns 


ſtrongly in Parliament for the 
Prince of Orange's being pro- 
claimed King, together with the 
Princeſs his Wife, and afterwards 
went to Court to pay his Ad- 
drefles, where he was very gra- 
cioully received, yet he accepted 
of no Poſt under that Govern- 
ment till ſome Years afterwards, 
In the latter Part of King Wil- 
liam's Reign, however, he en- 
joyed ſeveral high Offices, and on 
the Acceſſion of Queen Arne, 


that Princeſs, who had ever had 


a. great Regard: for him, loaded 
him with Employments and Dig- 
nities.—In April 1702, he was 


{worn Lord Privy Seal, made Lord 


Lieutenant and Cuſtos Rotulorum 
for the North Riding of York- 


of the Charter bauſe, and the ſame 
Year was. appointed one of the 
Commiſſioners to treat of an U- 
nion between England and Scot- 
land. ——On the gth of Marth, 
1703, he was created Duke of 
Narmanby (of which he had been 
made Marquis by King Vilian) 
and on the 19th of the ſame 
Month Duke of Buckingbam. 
In the Year z712, the Whig 
Miniſtry beginning to give Ground, 
and his Grace, who was ſtrongly 
attached to Tory Principles, joĩn- 
ed with Mr, Harley, afterwards 
Earl of Oxford, in fuch Meaſures 
as brought about a Change in the 
Miniftry, ſhaok the Power of the 
Duke and Dutcheſs of Marlhe- 
rough, and introduced Mr. Havtey, 
the Earl of Sbretuſburyx, Lord Be- 
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ſtration.— Her Majeſty now of- 


fer'd to make him Chancellor, 
which he refuſed, but in 1711, 
was appointed Steward of her 
Majeſty's Houſhold, and Preſident 
of the Council, and on her De- 
ceaſe in 1713, was nominated 
one of the Lords Juſtices in Great 
Britain, till the Arrival of King 
George I. from Hanover. 
His Grace died on the 24th of 
February 1720, in the 75th Year 
of bis Age, and after lying in 
State for ſome Days at Buclingbam 
Houſe, was' interr'd with great 
Solemnity in Weſtminſter- Abbey, 
where a handſome Monument has 
Knce been erected to his Memory, 
with an Epitaph written by him- 
ſelf, and directed by his Will to 
be engraved on it. —He left only 
one legitimate Son behind him, 
named Edmund, but that young 
Nobleman dying in the very Bloom 
of Vouth, with bim the Titles 
of the Sbeſſeld Family expired. 
His Grace's Valour was on 
many Occafions ſufficiently pro- 
ved, nor were his other Abilities 
confined to Letters only, and the 
Encouragement of Learning, for 


by the Accounts given of him by 


all his Biographers, he appears to 
have been a moſt accompliſhed 
Nobleman, whether we view him 
in the Light of an excellent Poet, 
a ſhining Orator, a polite Cour- 
tier, or a conſummate Stateſman. 
— But as Talents ſo ſuperior, and 
a Diſpoſition ſo enterprizing as 


the. Duke of Buckingham's never 


Fail to excite Envy and Malevo- 
lence, it is not to be wonder'd at 


that his Character ſhould have 


been attacked with Severity by 


ſome of his Enemies. The prin- 


cipal Faults they have laid to his 
Charge are Avarice, Pride and 
N-Nature.—As to the firſt, every 
one who is in the leaſt acquainted 


with the human Heart, muſt be 


„ 


perfectly convinced that Co 
touſneſs is abſolutely incompati- 
dle with Indolence, and yet it is 
well known that his Grace loſt 
very conſiderably for a Courſe of 
forty Years together, from his 
not taking the Fains to viſit thoſe 
Eſtates he poſſeſſed at ſome Diſ- 
tance from London.—And as to 
the latter Part of the Accuſation, 
thoſe who were moſt intimate 
with him have declar'd him to be 
of a tender compaſſionate Diſpo- 
ſition.— He is indeed allowed to 
have been paſſionate, but when 
his Rage ſubfided, his Concern 
for having given Way to that In- 
firmity, ever teftified itfelf in pe- 
culiar Acts of Kindneſs: and Be- 
neficence towards thoſe on whom 
his Paſſion had vented itſelf, 
An intrepid Magnanimity and 
Perſeverance in whatever he un- 
dertook, ſeems to have been his 
ſtrongeſt Characteriſtic, and al- 
tho' a natural Gaiety of Diſpoſt- 
tion, back*d by Affluence of For- 
tune, led him into ſome Acts of 
Libertiniſm in his Vouth, eſpe- 
cially with Regard to the Fair 
Sex, which in the latter Part of 
his Life he frequently expreſſed 
Concern for, yet over his Paf- 
ſions he ſeems to have had the 
ſtrongeſt Command, whenever 
Motives of greater Importanee 
calted on him to lay a Reftraint 
upon them, | 0 
With Reſpect to Genius and 
thoſe Talents which were adapt- 
ed to the polite Arts, it is evident 
from his Works that he poſſe ſſed 
them in an eminent Degree, — 
He was perhaps one of the moſt 
elegant Proſe Writers of his 
Time, and is inferior to few even 
in the fublime Flights of Poetry. 
e has left behind him two 
dramatic Pieces, which, though . 
never acted, were intended for 
the Stage, and to be FRO 
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after the Manner of the An- 


cients, with muſical Choruſſes 
between the Acts. They are 
both taken from the Tragedy of 
ulius Ceſar, as written by Shake» 
ſpeare, but great Alterations made 
in them by our Author, P-The 
Titles of them are, £2 
The Death of Marcus Bxu- 
Tus. Trag. pe 
eee Trag. 
UCKINGHAM, George Pit- 
liers, Duke of. —This ingenious 
and witty Nobleman, whoſe 
mingled Character render'd him 
at once the Ornament and Diſ- 
grace, the Envy and Ridicule of 
the Court he lived in, was Son 
to that famous Stateſman and Fa- 
vourite of King Charles I, who 
Joſt his Life by the Hands of 
Lieutenant Fe/ton,—Our Author 
was born at Wallingford Houſe, 
in the Pariſh of St. Martins in 
the Fields, on the 30th of Jan. 
1627, which being but the Vear 
before the fatal Cataſtrophe of 
his Father's Death, the young 
Duke was left a perfect Infant; 
a Circumſtance which is fre- 
quently prejudicial to the Morals 


of Men born to high Rank and 


AfﬀMuence of Fortune. The 
early Parts of his Education he 
received from various domeſtic 
Tutors, after which he was ſent 
to the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
where having compleated a Courſe 
of Studies, he, with his Brother 
Francis, went abroad, un- 

der the Care of one Mr. e 
5. Upon his Return, which 
was not till after the breaking 
out of the Civil Wars, the King 
being at Oxford,, his Grace. re- 
ur'd thither, was preſented to 
is Majeſty, and enter d of Chrift 
Church College. Upon the De- 
clige of the King's Cauſe, he at- 
tended Prince Charles into Scoe- 
4876, and was with him at the 


BU 


Battle of Worceſter in 1652, aftc} | 


which, making his Eſcape bes 
yond Sea, he again joined him, 
and was ſoon after, as a Reward 
forthis Attachment, made Knight 
of the Garter. : 
Deſirous, however, of retrigv+ 
ing his Affairs, he came pri- 
vately to England, and in 1657 
married Mary, the Daughter and 
ſole Heireſs of Themas Lord Faire 
fax, thro' whoſe Intereſt he re- 
cover'd the greateſt Part of the 
Eſtate he had loft, and the Aſſu- 
rance of ſucceeding to an Accu» 
mulation of Wealth in the Right 
of his Wife. | 1 
We do not find however that 
this Step loſt him the Royal Fa- 
vour, for, after the Reſtoration, 
at which Time he is ſaid to have 
poſſeſs'd an Eftate of twenty 
thouſand Pounds per Annum, hg 
was made one of the Lords of the 
Bed-Chamber, called to the 141 
vy Council, and appointed Lo 
ans of Yorkbire, and Maſs 
ter of the Horſe.— All theſe high 
Poſts however he loſt again in 
the Year 1666.— For having 
refus'd the Poſt of Preſident o 
the North, he became diſaffected 
to the King, and it was diſcover» 
ed that he had carried on a ſectet 
Correſpondence by. Letters and a+ 
ther TranſaQions with one Dr. 


Heyden (a Man of no Kind of 


Conſequence, but well fitted. ta 
be made the Implement of an 

Kind of Buſineſs) tendir.g to rally 
Mutinies among. his Majeſty's 
Forces, particulasly in the Na 
to ſtir up Sedition — 
People, and even to engage Per- 
ſons in a Conſpiracy for the ſein - 
ing the Tower of London Na, 
to ſuck. baſe Lengths had he pro- 


cesded, as even to have given 
Meney to Villains to put on 


Jackets, and, perſonating Seamca, 
to go about the. County: * 
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nd exclaiming for Want of Pay, 
while the People oppreſs' d with 

s were cheated of their Mo- 
ney by the great Officers of the 


own. — Matters were ripe for 


Execution, and an Inſurrection, 
at the Head of which the Duke 
was openly to have appear'd, on 
che very Eve of breaking out, when 
i was diſcover'd by Means of 


ſome Agents whom Heyden had 


employed to carry Letters to the 
Duke. — The Detection of this 
Affair ſo exaſperated the King, 
who knew Puckingham to be ca- 
able of the blackeſt Deſigns, that 
be immediately order'd him to be 
feir d, but the Duke finding 
Means, having defended his Houſe 
for ſome Time by Force, to make 
His Eſcape, his Majeſty ſtruck 
him out of all his Commiſſions, 
and iflued out a Proclamation, 
requiring his Surrender by a cer- 


= This Storm, however, did not 
long hang over his Head; for on 
His making an humble Submiſ- 
fion, King Charles, who was far 
from being of an implacable 
Temper, took him again into 
Favour, and the very next Year 
reſtor d him both to the Privy- 
Council and Bed-Chamber.—But 
the Duke's Diſpoſition for In- 
Fur: and Machination could not 
ong lie idle, for having conceiv- 
ed a Reſentment againſt the Duke 
of Ormond, for having acted with 
ſome Severity againſt him in Re- 
= to the laſt- mentioned Af- 
fair, he, in 1670, was ſuppoſed 
to be concerned in an Attempt 
made-on that Nobleman's Life by 
the ſame Blood, who afterwards 
endeavour'd to ſteal the Crown. 
> Their Defign was to have con- 
veyed the Duke to Tyburn, and 


there have hanged him; and ſo 


far Aid they proceed towards the 
putting it in Execution; that Blood 


| MS .- 
and his Son had actually forced 
the Duke out of his Coach in St. 
James s Street, and carried him 
away beyond Devonſpire Houſe, 
Precedilly, before he was reſcued 
from them, © | | 

That there muſt have been the 
firongeſt Reaſons for ſuſpecting 
the Duke of Buckingham of hay. 
ing been a Party in this villain- 
ous Project, is apparent from a 
Story Mr, Carte relates from the 
beſt- Authority in his Life of the 
Duke of ' Ormond, of the public 
Reſentment and open Menaces 
thrown out to the Duke on'the 
Occation, by the Earl of Offery, 
the Duke of Ormond's Son, even 
in the Preſence of the King him- 
ſelf,—But as Carles II. like moſt 
other Men, was more ſenſible of 
Injuries done to himſelf than o- 
thers, it does not appear, that this 
Tranſaction hurt the Duke's In- 
tereſt at Court, for in 1671 he 
was inftalled Chancellor of the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, and ſent 
Ambaſſador to France; where he 
was very nobly entertained by 
Lewis XIV. and preſented by 
that Monarch at his Departure 
with a Sword and Belt ſet with 
Jewels, to the Value of forty 
thouſand Piſtoles; and the next 
Year he was employed in a ſe- 
cond Embaſſy to that King at 
Utrecht. « However, in June 
1674, he reſigned the Chancel- 
lorſhip of Cambridge, - and about 
the ſame Time became a zealous 
Partizan and Favourer of the 
Nonconformiſts, — On the r6th 
of Feb. 1676, his Grace, with 
the Earls of Saliſbury and Sbafteſ- 
bury and Lord barten, were 
committed to the Tower by Or- 
der of the Houſe of Lords, for a 
Contempt, in refuſing to retrat 
the Purport of a Speech Which 
the Duke had made concerning a 
Diſſolution of the * 
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This Confi nement did not, I ſup- 
poſe, laſt long, yet I find no ma- 
terial Tranſactions of this Noble- 
man's Life recorded after it, till 
the Time of his Death, which 
happened on the 16th of April 
1687. Mood tells vs that he died 
at his Houſe in Yorkſhire; but 


Mr. Pepe, who muſt certainly 
have had very good Information, 
= and it is to be imagined would 


not have dared to advance an in- 


| jurious Falſhood of a Perſon of 


his Rank, has, in his Epiſtle to 
Lord Bathurſt, given us a moſt 


affecting Account of the Death of 


this ill-ſtarr'd Nobleman, who, 
after having been Maſter of near 
fifty thouſand Pounds per Annum, 
he deſcribes as reduced to the 
deepeſt Diſtreſs by his Vice and 
Extravagance, and breathing his 
lat Moments in a mean Apart- 
ment at an Inn.—-Be this parti- 
cular Circumſtance, however, as 
it will, it is certain that he had 
greatly reduced his Fortune before 
his Death, and that his natural 


Turn for Gallantry and Diſſipa- 


tion, encouraged and ſupported 
by the Faſhion of the Age, and 
the Countenance that Vice of all 
Kinds met with at Court, threw 
him into Expences that would 
have been, as Shakeſpeare ſays, 
e enough to preſs a Royal Merchant 
dun. . 


As to his perſonal Character, 


5 it is impoſſible to ſay any Thing 


in it's Vindication, for tho' his 
ſevereſt Enemies acknowledge 


kim to have poſleſs'd great Vi- 


vacity and a Quickneſs of Parts 


peculiarly adapted to the Purpoſes 


of Ridicule, yet his warmeſt Ad- 
vocates have never attributed to 
him a ſingle Virtue, His Gene- 
roſity was Profuſeneſs, his Wit 
Malevolenee, the Gratification of 
his Paſſions his ſole Aim through 


BY 


Life, his very Talents Caprice, 
and even his Gallantry the meer 
Love of Pleaſure.—But it is im- 
poſſible to draw his Character 
with equal Beauty, or with more 
Jo than in that given of him 
y Dryden, in his Abſu bm and Ackie 
topbel, under the Name of Zimri, 
which is too well known to au- 
thorize my inſerting it here, and 
to which therefore I ſhall refer 
my Readers. | 
How greatly is it to be lament» 
ed that ſuch Abilities ſhould have 
been ſo ſhamefully miſapplied,— 
For to ſum up his Character at 
once, if he appears inferior to 
his Father as a Stateſman, he 
was certainly ſuperior to him as a 
Wit, and wanted only Applica- 
tion and Steadineſs to have made 
as conſpicuous a Figure in the 
Senate and the Cabinet as he did 
in the Drawing- Room. — But his 
Love of Pleaſure was fo immo- 
derate, and his Eagerneſs in the 
Purſuit of it ſo ungovernable, that 
they were perpetual Bars again 
the Execution of even any Plan 
he might have formed ſolid or 
praiſe- worthy.— In Conſequence 
of which, with the Poſſeſſion of 
a Fortune that might have enabled 
him to render himſelf an Object 
of almoſt Adoration, we do not 
find him on Record for any one 
deſervedly generous Action. 


As he had liv'd a Profligate, he 


died a Beggar, and as he had 
raiſed no Friend in his Life, he 
found none to lament him at his 

Death. 3 
As 2 Writer, howe he 
ſtands in a quite different Point 
of View. There we fee the Wit 
and forget the Libertine.— His 
Poems, which indeed are nat 
very numerous, are capital in 
their Kind, bot what will im- 
mortalize his Memory while Lan- 
t | guage 
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' -«that great Performer Mr. Mil, 
Mrs, Rogers the Actreſ ummm 


B U 
de thall be underſtood, or true 
Comedy of 

The Rehear'al. 
A Comedy, which is fo perfect 
a Maſter- Piece in it's Way, and 
10 truly an Original, that not- 
withſtanding it's prodigious Suc- 
ceſs, even the Taſk of Imitation, 
which moſt Kinds of Excellence 
have excited inferior Geniuſſes to 
undertake, has appear'd as tov 
arduous to be attempted with Re- 
Sard to this, which through an 
whole Century Kill ſtands alone, 
notwithſtanding that the very 
Plays it was written expreſsly to 
ridicule are forgotten, and the 
Taſte it was meant to expoſe to- 
tally exploded, and altho* many 


\ 


other Pieces as abſurd and a | 
lineſs and Eaſe are moſt eſſentially 


Taſte as deprav'd have fince at 
Times ſprung up, which might 
have aForded ample Materials in 
the Hands of an equal Artificer, 

There is alſo another Play 
publiſhed undertheDuke's Name 


called, g 


The Chances, Com. 
This however is no more than 
u profeſſed Alteration of the Co- 
medy of the ſame Name, written 
by Beaumont and Fleteber. 
- -Bur Lock, Mr. Cbriſlopber. 
This Author was a Player by Pro- 
feſſiqn, and the Son of Mr. Vn. 


-Bulleck, whom we find to have 
Rood in very good Eſtimation in 


Ns theatrical "Capacity, nor was 
this Son of his by any Means de- 
aKcient in Point of Merit as an 

AQor,——At what Place, or in 
what Year our Author was born, 
1 have not been able to trace. 
- He- became joint Manager with 
Mr. Xrene, and another Actor, 
of the Theatre in Lincals ddun- 
Fields. In the Fear 1717 he 
married à natural Daughter 


it reliſned, is his celebrated 


Number, and are as follows, 


This Gentleman was a Merchant 
of Bri 


Principles, and wrote a P 


of dably even intended ſo to be, cn* 
.. tatled, ' . 


3 


This Lady was. bred up to thy 
Stage, but altho', from the Ad: 
vantage of an agreeable Figure, 
ſhe pleas'd tolerably well in ſe, 
veral dramatic Characters, yet ſhy 
was far from inheriting the ca. 
pital Merit of either her Father 
or Mother, =Mr, Bu/lsck died in 
1724, not much advanced ig 
Life, for Mr. Chetwood, who 
muſt have perſonally known him, 
ſays he was then only in the Road 
to Excellence. —He had a great 
Dral of natural, Spriglitlineſs, 
which was of Advantage to him 
on the Stage, he performing fot 
the moſt Part the ſame Caſt of 
Characters at the one Houſe that 
Mr. Colley Cibber, ſupported at the 
other, which were the Fops, pert 
Gentlemen, Cc. in which Live- 


neceſſary. a | 
The dramatic Pieces Mr. Bu 
lech left behind him were fix in | 


1. Adventures of balf an Heur, 
Farce. 

2, Cobter F Preflon, F. | 

3. Perjuror, F. | 


4. p. F. = 
85 Woman's a Riddle. C. 
e Nenan : Revenge. C. 
As to the Comedy of Womar's 
a Riddle, he has been accuſed of 
ſame unfair Dealing abut it, 
with Regard to Mr, Savage; but 
that is a Point I ſhall endeavout 
more fully to explain when wt | 
come to the Life of that Gentle . 
Bos nA D, Mr. Henry,— 


„ and lived in the Reigi 
of King Charks I. He ſeems o 


which was never acted, nor pro- 


Coig's Fury, | Trag. 


2 
#; 
A; 

2 
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BU 


dne Subject of it being the 
we, i Tri Rebellion, which broke out 
ſe · 4 in Ofober 1641.,——In it he has 
the BY haracterized all the principal 
ca« BE perſons concerned in the Affairs 
ber Mok that Time, under feign'd 
I in Names. And even the ſecond 
1 


Title to the Piece, viz. Lirenda's 
Miſery, is expreſſive of the Sub- 
ject aimed at, Lirenda being no 
more than an Anagram (which 


Treat was a Kind of Quibble then much 
eſs in Vogue) formed from the Let- 
him tere which compoſe the Name of 
fat 7relard. 

of Bug NAR, Charles, Eſqj—— 


ES This Gentleman had a liberal 


the Education, having been bred up 
pert at the Univerſity, and afterwards 
_ entcr'd a Member of the Inner 
lally 


== 7::/,——He wrote four Plays, 
BS the Names of which are as fol- 
= low, | 

1. The Ladies Viſiting Day, C. 
2. Love betray'd. 


3 


3. The Meodiſh Huſband, C. 


5s 4. The Reformed Wife, C. 
no Bux x Ef, Henry, Eſq; —AIll I 
can gather in Regard to this Gen- 
daeman is, that he was a Native 
of Ireland, and wrote a Play, 
EE which was acted with Applauſe 
man 1 a at the Theatre in Dublin, called, 
ed of 5 LAN DGOART RA. T. CG. 
t 15 It appears that he had before 
; but this made an Attempt in the 
avout i dramatic Way, which had miſ- 
en ue carried, but what the Name of 
entle that former Play was T cannot 
race, nor is it at all improbable 
1 that it might never make its 
chant Appearance in Print. | 
Reign Busn, Amyas, Eſq;—Of this 
mt {0 Centletan I know, nothing more 
Part) chan the finding his Name in the 
P Monthly Liſts of Publication as 
r Pro- the Author of one dramatic 
e, en- Piece, not I believe intended for 
the Stage, entitled, . 
qu SoctATES, Dram. Poem. 


CA 
8 


0 J.—Theſe two Letters are 
. prefixed to a Comedy, en- 
titled, | 

The Two Merry Milkmaids. C. 
but J cannot, either from theſes 
Letters, from the Date, or from 
any other Circumſtance belonging 
to his Piece, attribute it to any 
known Author. 5 

C. R —Theſe Letters ſtand in 
the Title Page to a Tranſlation 
of a Latin Play, written by R. 
Ruggles, entitled, 

IGNORAM US. C. 
tranſlated by R. C. who is there 
ſaid to have been ſome Time 
Maſter of Arts in Magdalen Col- 
lege in Oxford, and which Letters 
Coxeter in a MS. Note explains to 
ſtand for Nobert Codrington. 

The Writers however have 
made a ſtrange Jumble of Errors 
in Regard to this "Tranſlator and 
the Author of an hiſtorical Play 
called, 

ALPHONSUS, King of Arragon., 
Langbaine and Gilden having e- 
qually run into the Error of aſ- 
cribing both theſe Plays to the 
ſame Author, with this only Dif- 
ference, that the firſt has diſtin- 
guiſhed his Name by the Letters 
R. C. and the latter by thoſe of 
R. G. —But as the Date of Pub- 
lication of theſe two Pieces has a 
Difference of upwards of ſixty 
Years, Alpbenſus being publiſhed 
in 1599, and Hnoramus not till 
1662, it is not very probable they 
ſhould both be the Work of one 
Perſon.— l havetheretore thought 
it moſt reaſonable to follow the 
Authority of Langbaine, as ex- 

plained by Coxeter, for the Tranſ- 
lator of the latter; and that of 
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quieſces 
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CA CA 
quieſces with, for the Author of even matriculated as a Member, 
the former. | —Afſterwards, however, having 
CARELL, Mr. Jobn,—Of this greatly improved himſelf by tra- 
Gentleman I know nothing more velling abroad, and by the Con- 
than his being mentioned by Lang- verſation of ingenious Men at 
baine and Coxeter, as the ſuppoſed Home, he acquired a great Re. 
Author of a dramatic Piece, en- putation for his Wit and poetical 
md, Abilities, which being taken No. 
Sir Salomon. C. tice of at Court, he was made 2 
which however Jacob, Whircop, Gentleman of the Privy Cham- 
Gilden, and the Author of the ber, and Sewer in Ordinary to 
Britiſh Theatre have all aſcribed the King, with whom he foo 
to Mr. Ledoxwic Carlell, and that very high in Favour, inſomuch 
with the ſame ſecond Title of the that to the laſt he eſteemed him 
Cautious Coxcomb. as one of the moſt deſerving Wits 
To this Gentleman alſo has about his Court,—Nay, ſo fa. 
been aſcribed another dramatic vourable an Opinion did he en- 
Piece, called, tertain of his Abilities in that 
The Engliſh Princeſs, T. Reſpect, that it was by his Ma- 
CAR EW, Lady Elizabeth. jeſty's peculiar Command that he 
This Lady flouriſhed in the Reign undertook the only dramatic Picce 
of Queen Elizaberh, and muſt he appears to have written, and 
have been of Diſtinction in her which is entitled, 5 
Time; but from what Family Calum Britannicum. A Maſque, 
ſhe was deſcended, or what Part - With a Reference to which! 
of the Kingdom claim'd the Ho- Circumſtance he has prefixed to it 
nour of her Birth I have not the following modeſt Diſtich. 
been able to diſcover, —We find, : A 
however, ſome of her Cotempo- Non habet ingenium ; Cæſar ſd 
raries dedicating their Works to Et habebo : 
her, and ſhe herſelf has written Cur me poſſe negem, poſſe quid 
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one dramatic Piece, entitled, | ille putat ? 
| MAR IAM, the fair Queen of | 
it Jewary, Trag. . He was very much eſteem'd 


CarEw, Thomas, Eſq;— This and reſpected by his cotempo- 
Gentleman was deſcended from a rary Poets, particularly by Ber 
very ancient and honourable Fa- eee from @ Stanza re- 
\mily of the Name, whoſe Eſta- lating to him in Sir John Suck 
bliſhment had long been in the /ing's Seſſion of the Poets, he ap- 
County of Devon. —He flouriſhed pears to have been a ſtudied labo- 
in the Reign of King Charles J. rious Writer, —For though that 
and was Brother to Mathew Ca- Gentleman was his Friend, and 
reww, who, in the Time of the had much Kindneſs for him, yet 
Rebellion, appear'd to have been he could not help characterizing 
very ftrongly attached to the him as follows, | 
Cauſe of that unfortunate Prince. | | 
—OQur Author received the Ru- Tom CAR EW was next, but le 
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diments of his Education in Cor- bad a Fault, 
pus Chriſti College, Cambridge, but That would net wvell and with 
it does not appear that he either « Laureatz 


took any Degree there, or was 
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"A. 
His Muſe wvas hide-bound, and 
h the Iſſue of 's Brain 
Was ſeldom brought forth but 
<vith Trouble and Pain. 


In what Year this Author was 
born I know not, but he appears 
to have died very much regretted 
in the Year 1639. | 

CarEY, Mr. Henry. This 
Writer was by Profeſſion a Maſ- 
ter of Mufic, his Acquaintance 
Wih which Science, added to a 


Paſſion for it's Siſter Poetry, not 


enly inſpir'd him with the In- 
clination, but alſo affotded him 
the Ability, to form ſeveral little 
dramatic Pieces, moſt of them of 
the humorous Kind, and almoſt 
all of them muſical Entertain- 
ments.—On the whole they met 
with good Succeſs, ſome of thera 
ſtill ſtanding on the theatrical Liſt 


for frequent Repetition.——The 


Titles of all his dramatic Works 
are as follow, i” 
1. AMELIA, C. | 
2, BETTY. Ballad F. 
3. CHRONONHOTON THOLO= 
cos. Mock Tra. 
4. Contrivances, Ballad Farce. 
5. Dragon of WANT ILE x. 
Burleſque Opera. 
6. Hanging and Marriage. Far. 
Vid. APPENDIX, 
7. Honeſt Yorkſhire Man, Ballad 
Farce. 6 
8. Max GERY. Ballad Opera 
9. NAN c Y. Muſical Interl. 
10. TERAMIN TA. Engliſh 
Opera. 88 
TI, Wife avell managed. Far. 
By a Hint given by the Au- 


thor of the Britiſh Theatre, 1 
am apt to imagine that this 
Gentleman haſtened his own 


End; for that Writer, in his Ac- 


count of Mr. Odingſ«/ls, has this 


remarkable Expreſſion, —<* This 
** Gentleman (ſays he) put an 


oy End to his own Life in the 


C A 

tc {ame Manner as Creech had done 
before and Carey ſince.” — The 
Manner that Crecch ended his Life 
was by a Halter, 1 

CARE Y, Henry, Vid, FAULKs 
LAND, Lord. 5 

CARLEIUIL, Lodowic, Eſq;— 
This Gentleman was a Courtier, 
who lived in the Reigns both of 
King Charles the firſt and ſecond. 
e had various Places at Court, 
being Gentleman of the Bows to 
King Charles I. Groom of the 
King's and Queen's Privy Cham- 
ber, and ſerved the Queen Mo- 
ther many Years.—He wrote ſe- 
veral dramatic Pieces, the moſt 
of which were acted with conſi- 
derable Applauſe. —Their Titles 
are as follow, 

1. Arviragus and Philicia, T. - 

Com. in two Parts. 
2. Deſerving Favourite. T. C. 
3. Fool ævould be a Favourite. 
Com. 
4. HERAcLITUus. T. 
5. OsMonD the Great Turks 


Trag, 
6. Paſſionate Lower, T. C. in 
two Parts. 8 
7. Spartan Ladies. C. 


The ſix firſt of theſe Plays on- 
ly in general are aſcribed to this 
Author; as to the laſt- mentioned 
one it is named only in a Cata- 


logue at the End of an Edition 
of Middleton*s More Diſſi mblers bee 
fides Women, 


But Vinſtanley, 
who has omitted the Heraclius, 
which undoubtedly was Mr. Car- 
lell's, has as erroneouſly attributed 


to him a Tragedy, written by 


Dr. Lodge, entitled, 
Marius and Sy LA. 


CARLISLE, Mr. James. This 


Gentleman was a Native of Lan- 


caſpire, and in the earlier Parts of 
his Life followed the Profeſſion 
of a Player, but afterwards prefer- 
ing the active Stage of the real 

World to the feign'd Affairs of 

LE 2 ] the 


7 „ Er 
17 


the theatrical one, and chufing 
rather to be, than to perſonate a 


Hero, he quitted that Employ- 


ment, and took up Arms in the 
Defence of his Country's Reli 
gion and Liberties in the Jie 
Wars under King Villiam III. to 
which glorious Cauſe he reſigned 
himſelf a w lling Sacrifice, dying 
in the Bed of Honour at the fa- 
mous Battle of Augbrim on the 
11th of July 1691.—He left be- 
hind him one dramaticPiece which 
had been well received, entitled, 
The Fortune Hunters, Com. 

CA PENTER, Mr. Richard. 
— This Gentleman, who from 
the general Tenor of his Writ- 
ings, and from ſome Sermons 
publiſhed under the ſame Name, 
in the Year 1623, it is reaſonable 
to conclude was a Divine, was 
born about the beginning of King 
James T's Reign, and lived till 
. towards the End of Charles II's, 
being alive at Apyleſvury in Bucks, 
in 1670.—He received his firſt 
Rudiments of Education at Tran 
School, from whence he was re- 
moved to Cambridge, and was 
elected a Scholar of Xing's College 
in that Univerſity, Anno 1622. 
Here he ſtaid two or three Vears, 
after which he not only quitted 
that, but alſo his Country and 
Friends, went abroad, and ſtu- 
died in Flanders, France, Spain, 
and Italy, and at length took Or- 
ders in the Romiſh Church from the 
Hands of the Pope's Subſtitute at 
Ronie, and becoming a Monk of 
the Eenedictine Order, was ſoon 
after ſent into England in Order to 
gain Proſelytes.—— But he had 
ſcarcely been a Year and half in 
this Employment before he re- 
turned to the Proteſtant Religion, 


and accepted of the Vicarage of 


Poling, near Arundel Caſtle in 
Saffex, on which Account he re- 
ceived many Affrents from the Ro- 


CA 
miſh Prieſts who reſided in thoſe 
Parts, notwithſtanding which in 
the Time of the Civil War, he 
went over to Paris, and there 
commenced a Railer againſt the 
Proteſtants, -On his Return to 
England he again became a Pro- 
teſtant, but revolted once more 
before bis Death to Popery, in 
which Perſuaſion he died. — The 
great Antiquary Anth, d Word, Þ 
who was perſonally acquainted Þ 
with him ſays of him, That 
% he was a fantaſtical] Man, that Þ 
e changed his Mind with his Þ 
ce Cloaths, and that for his Juggles 
& and Tricks in Matters of Reli. Þ 
« gion, he was eſteemed a Theo- 
6 logical Mountebank.“ — And 
indeed the Account I have al- Þ 
ready given of his leaving both Þ 
Country and Religion, of his re- 
turning to them both, and again Þ 
forſaking them, ſeems I think 
perfectly to juſtify that Character 
of him. (Vid. Athen, Oxonienſ, | 
Vol. I. p. . ; : 

He Sa $94. left behind 
him one dramatic Piece, which Þ 
from its very Title conveys to us 
an Idea of its having been writ- 
'ten by one who, if not an En- 
thuſiaſt, muſt at leaſt have been 
a warm Controvertiſt in Religion. 
fince he could be induc'd to make 
ſuch Controverſy the Baſis of a 
Work, which notwithſtanding the 
Propriety. of blending Inſtruction 
with Amuſement in the Super- 
ſtructure, is ever expected to have 
its Foundation laid in the latter. 
It is called, 8 

The Pragmatical Jeſuit new 
leaven'd, Com. : 
and is faid in the Title Page 
to be a Play tending to Morality 
and Virtue.—To this Comedy his 
Picture is prefixed, in a very gen- 
teel Lay Habit, whereas before 

'another Work publiſhed by him 
he is repreſented as a formal Cler- 
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gyman, and with a very grave 
and mortified Countenance, 

CanTwWRIGHT, Mr. George. 
—Of this Gentleman I know 
nothing more than that he lived 
at Fulkam, and has obliged the 
World with one Play, entitled, 


. The Heroic Lover. Tragedy. 


Langbaine has omitted any Men- 
tion of this Piece or its Author. 
CAR TWRICGCUHT, Mr. Villiam. 
— There is ſome Degree of Con- 
teſt among the Biographers con- 


cerning the Place of this Au- 


thor's Nativity, and the Name 
of his Father. Lloyd, in his 
Memoires, declaring him to be 
the Son of Thomas Cartwright of 
Burford in Oxfordſbire, and born 
Avg. 16, 1615, —Whereas Ha, 
in his Athen, Oxon. (which I muft 
confeſs I look as the better Au- 
thority) tell us that he was born 


at Northevay near Teaoꝶſbury in 


Glouceſterſhire, in Sept, 1611. and 


SE that his Father's Name was l- 


ham; and adds, that the Father 
having diſſipated a fair Inherit- 
ance he knew not how, was at 
laſt reduced to turn Innkeeper at 
Cirerceſſer.— By this Way of Life, 
however, it is provable he healed 
his broken Fortune, as we find 
him afterwards beſtowing a li- 
beral Education on this Son, who 
being a Lad of a promiſing Ge- 
nius, he procured firſt to be ini- 
tiated into Learnirg by Mr, Topp, 
Maſter of the Free School at Ci- 
rencefier, From thence he was 
removed to Weſtminſter, as a King's 
Scholar, and ſtudied under the 
learned Dr. Ofvaldifton, — From 


thence, in 1628, he went to the 


Univerſity of Oxford, where he 


was choſen a Student of Chrift 
Church, and plac'd under the 


Care of Mr. Tarrent, Here he 
purſued his Studies with un- 


wearied Diligence and Rapidity, 


went thro' the Claſſes of Logic 


CA 


and Philoſophy, took the De- 


gree of Batchelor and Maſter of 
Arts, enter'd into holy Orders, 
in which he ſoon became emi- 
nent for his Preaching, and was 
made Mctaphyfical Reader in the 


Room of Mr. Thomas Barlow of 


Queen's Colledge, who afterwards 
became Biſhop of Lincoſn, —In 
this Office alſo he acquir'd great 
Reputation both for his Literary 
Knowledge and his Oratorical 
Endowments. 

In 1642 he was promoted to 
the Place of Succentor to the Ca- 
thedral of Sa/iſbury, and on the 
12th of April 1643 was elected 
junior Proctor of the Univerſity, 
—Yet, as if he had in ſo ſhort 
a Period run the full Race of 
Learning, and reach the Goal of 
Perfection, beyond which le 
could go no fzrther, he was taken 
out of this World on the 29th of 
November following, 1643, by a 


Malignant Fever which then 


reign'd at Oxferd, was known 
by the Name of the Camp Diſeaſe, 
and was fatal to Numbers be- 
ſides. 

No Man perhaps ever acquir'd 
an earlier Fame than this arniable 
Youth, or, leaving the World at 
a Time of Life when Men in ge- 
neral begin but to be known, 
had obtain'd ſo univerſal a Ho- 
mage to his Memory from his 
Cotemporaries.—PFor tho' accord- 
ing to the earlieſt Account of his 
Birth he could but have enter'd 
into his thirty-third Vear (and 
the Publiſher of his Poems ſays, 
as Mood alſo implies, that he died 
at thirty) he was moſt univerfally 
lamented, and even the King 
and Queen, who were then at 
Oxford, ſhew'd great Anxiety 
during his Illneſs, and were great- 
Iy afflicted at his Death. 

The Character given of him 
by the Writers of his Time is 

1 almoſt 


GA. 


almoſt beyond Belief, —Fen Jon- 


ſen, who gave him the Title of 


his Son, valued him fo highly 


that he ſaid of him, My Son 


CanTwarIGHT writes all like a 
Man.— The Editor of his Works 
applies to him the Saying of 
Ariflotle concerning # ſchron the 
Poet, that he could not tell ⁊obat 
LESCHRON could not do. Lang- 
baine ſays of him that“ He was 
« extreamly remarkable bath for 
« his outward and inward En- 
« dowments; his Body being as 
* handſome as his Soul, — He 
« was an expert Linguiſt, under- 
«& ſtanding not only Greet, and 
« Latin, but French and Italian, 
«as perfectly as his Mother 
« Tongue, —He was an excellent 


« Orator, and yet an admirable 


« Poet; a Quality which Gcero 
« with all his Pains could not 
ec attain to; nor was Ariſtotle leſs 
cc known to him than Cicero and 
1 f/f 
In a Word he was of fo fweet 
a_Diſpoſition, and ſo replete with 
all Virtues, that he was beloved 
of all learned Men that knew 
him, and aqJmir'd by all Stran- 
gers.—And when after his Death 
his Plays and Poems were pub- 
lüſhed together, we find them ac- 
companied by above fifty Copies 
of Verſes written by the moſt 
eminent Wits of the Univerſity, 
every one being defirous to appear 
in the Number of his Friends, 
and to give Public Teſtimony to 
the World of the Value they 
Had for his Memory.—It is im- 
poſſible however to cloſe his Cha- 
racter with any Thing ſtronger 
or more conciſe than the Men- 
tion made of him by the learned 
and pious Dr, Fell, Biſhop of 
Oxford, Who ſaid of him, © Cart- 
c“ wright evas the utmoſ# Man could 
« come „ 


four, viz. 


CE 
His Dramatic Pieces are only 


1. Lady Errant, T. C. 
2. Ordinary. C. 
3. Royal Slave, T. C. 
4. Srege, Tr.-Com. 
CAVvENDISH, Wham. 
NxzwcasTLE, Duke of. 
 CexnTLIvRE, Mrs. Suſanna, 
This Lady was Daughter of one 
Mr. Freeman of Holbeach in Lin- 
colnſhire, who altho' he had been 
poſſeſs'd of no inconſiderable Ef. 
tate, yet being a Diſſenter, and 
a zealous Parliamentarian, was at 
the Time of the Reſtoration ex- 
tremely perſecuted, as were alſo 
the Family of his Wife, who was 
Daughter of Mr. Marktam, a 
Gentleman of -a good Eftate at 
Lynn Regis in Norfolk, but of the 
ſame political Prineiples with Mr, 
Freeman, ſo that his Eftate was 
confiſcated, and he himſelf com- 
pelled to fly to Ireland. How 
long he ftaid there I have not 
been able to trace, nor whether 
our Authoreſs, who from a Com- 
pariſon of concurrent Circum- 
ſtances I imagine muſt have been 
born about 1680, drew her firſt 
Breath in that Kingdom or in 
England. — Theſe are Particula:s 
all her Hiſtorians have been filent 
in Regard to, vet I am apt to 
conjecture that ſhe was born in 
Treland, as I think it probable 
her Mother might not return to 
her native Country till after the 
Death of her Huſband, which 
happened when this Girl was only 
three Years old. —Be this as it 
will, we find her left to the wide 
World by the Death of her Mo- 
ther alſo, before ſhe had com- 
pleated her twelfth Vear.— bin- 
cop relates a. romantic Story of 
her in a very early Period of her 
Life, which although he ſeems 
miſtaken in ſome Parts of * 
7 aryy 


Vid, 


1 


52 


T e . r 9 IO - 
LY Rs 5 5 We 3 n o F R ö S . 83 ISS. s 
3 TERA: 2 >= . g 8 n * . 1 N 0 r * . N "IL f . , 5 
IE ABCS 8 © TER ET ED, 3 Ws 3 F r n "= Pry” R — 2 n mn 2% 
: 2 5 8 . ras Hee N 1 * Se «bh . + FAST th cn 3 o ö nents 
8 5 * 2 5 z ; * e Nee Np * a$ Gs 
Lo . 0 D n x 8 e 


1 


8 
of 
= 
_ 
ts, 
2% 
Ls 
a 


tr: 


+4 - 7 33 
* 8 
2 $ 5 q 
J ² EST, HI EST on gg / 


CE 

tory, (at leaſt either he or Jacob 
muſt have been ſo) having made 
her Father ſurvive the Mother, 
and even to have married again 
before his Death, yet as he ſeems 
to have taken Pains in collecting 
many Circumſtances of her Life 
which are no where elſe related, 


— 


. I cannot think myſelf authorized 
6 entirely to omit it.— He tells us 
x that after her Father's Death, 
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n finding herſelf very ill treated by 
— her Stepmother, ſhe determined, 
d tho' almoſt deſtitute of Money 


and every other Neceſſary, to go 
up to London to ſeek a better 
Fortune than what ſhe had hi- 
therto experienced.— That as ſhe 
was proceeding on her Journey on 
Foot, ſhe was met by a young 
Gentleman from the Univerſity 
of Cambridge, (whoſe Name, by 
the Way he informs us of, and 
was no other than the afterwards 
well-known Anthony Hammond, 
Eſqʒ) who was ſo extremely ſtruck 
with her Youth and Beauty, and 
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her Circumſtances naturally de- 
clar'd in her Countenance, that 
he fell inſtantly in Love with her, 
and enquiring into the Particulars 
of her Story, ſoon prevailed on 
her inexperienced Innocence to 
feize on the Protection he offer'd 
her, and go with him to Cam- 
bridge, where, equipping her in 
Boy's Cloaths, he introduc'd her 
to his Intimates at Colledge as a 
Relation who was come down to 
fee the Univerſity, and paſs ſome 
Time with him there; and that 
they continued this Intercourſe for 
ſome Months, till at length, ſated 
poo with Poſſeſſion, or per- 

aps afraid that the Affair would 
be diſcover'd at the Univerſity, 
he perfuaded her to come to Lon- 
don, providing her however with 
a conſiderable Sum of Money, and 
a Letter of Recommendation to 
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ſo affected with the Diſtreſs which 
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a Gentlewoman of his Aequaint- 
ance in Town, ſealing the whole 
with a Promiſe, which however 
it does not appear he ever per- 
for med, of ſpeedily following her 
to London, and there renewing. 
their amorous Intercourſe, — If 
this Story is true, it muſt have 
happen'd when ſhe was extremely 


young; Whtizcep, as well as the 


other Writers acknowledging that 
ſhe was married in her fixteenth 
Year to a Nephew of the late Sir 
STEPHEN Fox, But that Gen- 
tleman not-living with her above 
a Twelve Month, her Wit and 
Beauty ſoon procur'd her a ſecond 
Hufband, whoſe Name was Carrol, 
and who was an Officer in the 
Army, but he having the Miſ- 
fortune to be killed in a Duel 
within about-a Year and half af- 
ter their Marriage, ſhe became a 
ſecond Time a Widow. This Loſs. 
was a ſevere Affliction to her, as 
ſhe appears to have ſincerely loved 
this Gentleman, —Partiy perhaps 
to divert her Melancholy, but 
chiefly it is probable for the Sake 
of a Support, ſhe now applied to. 
her Pen, ard became a Votary to- 
the Muſes, and it is under this 
Name of Carr that ſome of her 
earlier Pieces were publiſhed, 
Her fiſt Attempt was in Tra- 
gedy, in a Play called the Per- 
ur d Huſband; yet her natural 
Vivacity leading her aſterwards 
more to Comedy, we find but 


one more Attempt in the Buſkin 
among eighteen dramatic Pieces 


which ſhe afterwards wrote, 

Such an Attachment ſhe ſeems. 
to have had to the Theatre, that 
ſhe even became herſelf a Per. 
former, tho” it is probable of no. 
great Merit, as he never roſe 
above the Station of a Country 
Actreſs. However ſhe was not 
long in this Way of Life, for in 
1706, performing the Part of 
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* Alexander the Great in Lee's Rival 
| Queens, at Windfer, where the 
Court then was, ſhe wounded the 
Heart of one Mr. Joſeph Centliure, 
Yeoman. of the Mouth, or in 
other Words principal Cook to 
her Majeſty, who ſoon after mar- 
Tried her, and after paſſing ſeyeral 
Years happily together, ſhe died 
at his Houſe in Spring Garden, 
Charing-Croſs, on the Firſt of De- 
cember 1723, and was buried in 
the Pariſh of St. Martin's in the 
Neid. 
Thus did ſhe at length hap- 
pily cloſe a Life, which at its firſt 
ſetting out was overclouded with 


Difficulty and Misfortune.— She 


for many Years enjoy'd the Inti- 
' macy and Eſteem of the moſt 
eminent Wits of the Time, viz. 
Sir Richard Steele, Mr. Reeve, 
Budgell, Farquhar, Dr, Scxve.!, &c. 
and very few Authors received 
more Tokens of Eſteem and Pa- 
tronage from the Great; to which 
however the Confideration of her 
Sex, and the Power of her Beau- 
ty, of which ſhe poſſeſs'd a con- 
ſiderable Share might, in fom 
Degree, contribute. | 

Her Diſpoſition was good-na- 
tur'd, benevolent and friendly, 
"and her Converſation if not what 
eould be called witty, was at 
leaſt ſprightly and entertaining, 
— Her Family had been warm 
Party Folks, and ſhe ſeem'd to 
inherit the fame Diſpoſition from 
them, maintaining the ſtricteſt 
Attachment to Whig Principles, 
even in the moſt dangerous Times, 
and a moſt zealous Regard for 
the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, 
— This Party Spirit, however, 
'which breathes even in many of 
her dramatic Pieces, procur'd her 
ſome Friends and many Ene- 
mies. ; 

As a Writer, it is no very eaſy 


Thing to eſtimate her Rank, 


OX 


Tt muſt be allowed 


that her Plz; (Wa 


do not abound with Wit, 1 


that the Language of them h? 
ſometimes even poor, enervate, 
incorrect and puerile, but the, 
her Plots are bufy and well con. 1 
ducted, and her Characters in ge. 
neral natural and well marked. 
But as Plot and Character ae 
undoubtedly the Body and Soul rf! 
Comedy; and Language and Wit, 
at beſt, but the Cloathing and 
external Ornaments, it is cer. 1 
tainly leſs excuſable to ſhew a | 
Deficiency in the former, than? 
in the latter.— And the Success? 
Centlivrꝰs 
Plays plainly evince that the 
firſt will ſtrike the Minds of an 
Audience more powerfully than Þ 
the laſt, ſince her Comedy of the 


of ſome of Mrs, 


Buſy Bedy, which all the Players 


had decried before its Appearance, 


which Mr. Vill, had even for a 


Time abſolutely refufed to play Þ 


in, and which the Audience 


came prejudiced againft, rouz d 


their Attention in Deſpite of that 


Prejudice, and forced a Run of 


thirteen Nights, while Mr. Con- 
greve's Way of the World, which 
perhaps contains more true in- 
trinfic Wit, and unexceptionable 
Accuracy of Language tian any 
dramatic Piece ever written, 
brought on the Stage with every 
Advantage of Recommendation, 
and when the Author was in the 
Height of Reputation, could 
ſcarcely make its Way at all. 
Nay, I have been confidently aſ- 
fured, that the very ſame great 
Actor I mentioned juſt now, made 
Uſe of this remarkable Expreſ- 
fion with Regard to her Bold 
Stroke for a Wife, viz. that not only 
her Play would be damn d, but ſhe 
berſelf be damn d for writing it. 
—Yet we find it ſtill ſtand- 
ing on the Liſt of acting Plays, 
nor is it ever performed without 

meet; 
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meeting with the Approbation of 
the Audience, as do alſo her 
Buſy Boay, Wonder, and Ar- 
ifice, © 
That Mrs. Centliure was very 
perfectly acquainted with Life, 
and cloſely read the Minds and 
Manners of Mankind, no one I 
think can doubt who reads her 
Comedies; but what appears to 
me the moſt extraordinary, is, 
when we conſider her Hiſtory, 


the Diſadvantages the muſt have 


Jabour'd under by being ſo early 


2 left to buſtle with the Wor d, 


and that all the Education ſhe 
could have had muſt bave been 
owing to her own Application 
and Aſſiduity, when I fay we con- 
ſider her as an abſolutely felf-cul- 
tivated Genius, it is aſtoniſhing 


3 to find the Traces of ſo much 
E Reading and Learning as we meet 
© with in many of her Pieces, 


ſince for the drawing of the va- 
rious Characters ſhe has preſent- 


ed us with, ſhe muſt have per- 


fectly well underſtood the French, 
Dutch and Spaniſh Languages, all 
the provincial Dialects of her 
own, and fomewhat even of the 
Latin, ſince all theſe ſhe occa- 
ſionally makes Uſe of, and when- 


ever ſhe does fo, it is conſtantly 
A | with the utmoſt Propriety and 
the greateſt Accuracy, 


In a 
Word, I cannot help giving it as 
my Opinion, that if we do not 
allow her to be the very firſt of 


our Female Writers, ſhe has but 


one above her, and may juſtly be 
plac'd next to her Predeceſſor in 
dramatic Glory the great Mrs. 
Bebn, 

J. 1 Com. 

2. Baſſet Table. Com. 

3. 2 Duel. Com. 

4. Bickerflaffs Burying, F. 

5. Bold pa 2 © e. C. 

6. Buſy Body. Com. ö 

Te Cruel Gift, Trage 


CH 

3. Cameſter, | Com, 

9. Gothem Election. Farce, 
10. Love at a Venture. Com. 
11. Love's Contrivances, Com, 
12. Man's bewitch'd, Com. 
13. MaryLoT, Com, 

15 Perjur d Huſband, Trag. 
. Perplex'd Lovers, Com. 
. Platonic Lady, Com. 
oo Stolen Heireſs, - Cann, | 
18. Wife well managed. Farce. 

19. Wonder. Com. 

CHAMBERLAIN, Mr, Robert, 
— This Author lived in the Time 
of King Charles J. being born in 
1607,.#t Standiſi in Lincolnſpire. 
—He lived for ſome Years as 
Clerk to Perer Ball, Eſq; who 
was Solicitor-General to King 


Charles It's Queen, —By this Gen- 


tleman he was at the Age of 
thirty ſent to Exeter College Ox- 
Ford, where he purſued his Stu- 


dies, and probably was bred to 


the Pulpit, as we find a Book 
written by him, entitled, No#ur- 


nal Lncubrations, or Meditations 


Divine and Moral,-He wrote 2 
Play called, 
The Seay 8 Damſe J. C. 


Winflanley has —_— to 
him a Paſtoral called, 
Sicelides. 


But as he has a few pages ; 


farther given a Piſcatoty of the 
ſame Title to Phineas Fletcher, 
I own myſelf rather inclinable to 
look on, this as one of the nu- 
merous Miſtakes with which that 
Author abounds; and yet as Wood 
has mentioned both theſe Pieces, 
attributing the former to our Au- 
thor, . and telling us that the 
latter was ſeveral Times acted at 
King's Colledge Cambridge, and 
therefore was probably written by 


one of that Houſe, it is not im- 


poſſible that Vinſtanley may in 
this Particular be in the Right. 
CHAURNTRLAINE, Dr. Wil- 


liam.— This Gentleman was a 
| * 
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en . 
Phyfician, and I imagine was Son 
ot. Dr. Peter .Chamberlaine. — He 
lived at Shafteſbury in Dorſetſhire 
in the Reigns of King Charles I. 
and King Charles II. and was a 
very zealous Cavalier, —He wrote 
but one Play, entitled, 

Loves Victory. Tr.- Com. 
which, being compoſed during 
the inteſtine Troubles, at which 
Time the Play-houſes were ſup- 
* could not then be acted, 
but ſome Vears after the Reſto- 
ration was brought on the Stage 


under the Title of, 


its lid by the Neſe. C. | 

CHAPMAN, Mr. George, —Of 
this voluminous and ingenious 
Writer we are at a Loſs to trace 
ſome material Particulars.—Viz. 
The Family from whence he was 
deſcended, the Place where he 
was born, and the School at 
which he imbibed the earlieſt 
-Rudiments of his Erudition.—It 


is known however that he firſt 


drew Breath in. the Year 1557, 


and that in 1574, being then 


only in his ſeventeenth Vear, yet 
well grounded in Grammar Learn- 
ing, he was ſent to the Univer- 
ſity; but here again ſome Diffi- 
culty ariſes as to whether Oxford 
or Cambridge had the Honour of 


. -compleating his Studies. — For 


tho' it is certain that he was 
ſome Time at Oxford, and made 
a Figure there in the Greek- and 
Latin Languages, yet it does not 
appear that he ſhone there either 
in Logic or Philoſophy, or took 
any Degree, —=On his Return to 
London he was warmly patronized 
by Sir Thomas Walſingham, and 
after his Death by his Son, —He 
was alſo held in high, Eſtimation 
by Henry Prince of Wales, and 
the Earl of Somerſet ; but the firſt 
dying, and the other being diſ- 
graced, Chapmgn's Hopes of Pre- 
ferment were fruſtrated; to which 


and Intimate. 


a Manner far from contemptible, 


tic Works, they are ſome of them 
gularity, the which he has ſo 


viz, Two Wiſe Men and all th 


CH 
Diſappointments perhaps the Um. 
brage taken by King James at 
ſome Reflections caſt on the Kn 
Nation in a Comedy call'd Eaſ. 
evard Hoe, wherein this Author 
had a Hand, might be no ſmall 
Addition.—He appears however 
to have had fome Place at Con 
under that Monarch, or his Queen 
Anne, — But what became of hin? 
during the Troubles which he! 
lived to fee, but not to be Wit. 
neſs to their entire Termination, #* 
I know not,—He paſſed however 
thro' a long Life, dying on the 
12th of May, 1654. t 77. ani 
was buried on the South Side of 
the Church of St. Giles's in the 
Fields, a Monument being erect. 
ed over his Grave at the Expence? 
and according to the Invention of 
that great Architect Inigo Jens, 
who had been his peculiar Friend 1: 
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He was undoubtedly a Man of 
very great Learning, and altho (RY 


"Tranſlation has within our latter A 


Ages reach'd a greater Degree of! 
Perfection than it had then at- 
tained, a due Honour ought to be 
paid to the Induſtry of this Wri- JW 
ter, who tranſlated, and that in 
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the whole Jhad, Odyſſey, ans 
Bactryomyomac bia of Homer, ſome 
Parts of Hefjod, and Muſeu: 


Erotopegnion,—As to his drama 
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unequal, nor has he in any f 
them paid much Attention to Re- 


greatly infringed, as to extend hv 
Number of Acts in one Piece, 


reſt Fools, to two beyond the ſet- I 
tled Standard, His Maſter Pieces 
in the dramatic Way are his Bu/- 
D' Amboiſe in Tragedy, his Mi- 
docu' Tears in Comedy, and his 
Maſque of the Inns of Court.— 
In his private Character he w3 

- 
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9 uly amiable, and maintained a 
very cloſe Acquaintance with the 
Porst Rate Writers of his Time, 
or vis. Shakeſpeare, Fohnſon, Sidney, 
1 Spenſer and Daniel. —— Vet ſuch 
was Jonſon's natural Enviouſneſs 
m of Diſpoſition and Haughtineſs of 
Temper, that as Chapman began 
to grow into Reputation he 1s 
aid to have grown jealons of 
him, and being, by the Death of 


t 
r ER Shakeſpeare, left without a Rival, 
er & firove to continue ſo, by endea- 
de vouring to ſuppreſs as much as 
u roflible the riſing Fame of this 


his Friend, | 


e The Plays Chapman has left 
. bchind him are as follow, 

A 1. All Fools. C. 

f 2. AL.ePnongus Emperor of 


GERMANY. FT. 
3. Blind Beggar of AL EXAN- 
„ e 
4. Buss v D' AM ROTSs. T. 
5. Bussy D'AMBots's Re- 
wenge. T. | 


f 6. Cxsar and PoMY E. T. 
- 7. Conſpiracy of Bixon, T. 
2 two Parts, 


8. Zaſtꝛuard Hee, C. (Aſſiſt- 
ed by Ben Jonſon and 
Marſton.) 

9. Gentleman Uſber. C. 

10. Humourous Day's Mirth. C. 

11, Maſque of the Middle Tem- 
ple and Lincoln's-Inn. 

12. May Day, C. 
13. Monſieur D'OLIVE. C. 
14. Revenge for Honour. T. 
15. Two wiſe Men and all the 
reft Fools, Comical Moral. 
16. Widow's Tears, C. 
CRAREK E, Mrs. Charlotte. 
This Lady on the Score of an 
Author has, I muſt confeſs, but 
barely a Right to a Place in this 
| Work, having only produced one 
little Piece in the dramatic Kind, 
| entitled, 


The Art of Management, Far. 
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But as ſhe was a Daughter of the 


CH 
celebrated Colley Cibber, Eſq; and 
Siſter to Mr, Theophilus Cibber, 
Comedian, ſhe ſeems to have a 
Kind of hereditary Claim to ſome 
particular Notice in a Work pro- 
feſſedly intended for the recording 
of ſuch Perſonages and Things as 


have any cloſe Connection with, 


or Reference to, the Affairs of 
the Theatre.—And although ſhe 
cannot be conſidered of equal 
Conſequence to the Public with 
either of theſe her before-nam'd 


Relations, yet as by a Courſe of 
ſtrange Occurrences, and a Diſ- 


poſition apparently of the moſt 
romantic and inconſiderate Na- 
ture, ſhe rendered herſelf the 
Subject of much Converſation 
and Cenſure, and as, like her 
Father and Brother, ſhe has 
thought proper to publiſh to the 
World ſome of the Adventures of 


her Life, with a View, as it 


ſhould ſeem, to apologize for Part 
of her Conduct, it would cer- 
tainly be an Omiſſion that I could 
ſcarcely be forgiven for, was I 
not to oblige my Readers with a 
ſhort Summary of thoſe Adven- 
tures which, diveſted from the 
Number of very trifling Incidents 
which ſhe had interlarded them 


with, in order to ſwell out her 


Life to the Bulk of a Volume, 


may not perhaps be totally unen- 


tertaining. | 


She informs us that the was 


the youngeſt Child of the cele- 


brated Laureat, born at a Time 


when her Mother was forty-five 
Years of Age, and having borne 
no Children for ſome Years be- 
fore, began to imagine that with- 
out this additional Bleſſing ſhe 
had fully anſwered the End of 
her Creation, and therefore ſeems 

conclude that (exclufive of her 
Parents, by whom ſhe confeſſes 
ſhe was treated with the utmoſt 
Tenderneſs and Affection) ſhe 
came 
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eame not only an unexpected but 
an unwelcome Gueſt into the Fa- 
mily.— To this Diſlike of her o- 
ther Relations ſhe attributes a 


very conſiderable Share of her fol- 


lowing Misfortunes, but indeed 


it muſt be confeſſed that ſhe very 


early ſcem'd to ſhew a Diſpoſition 
fo wild, ſo diffipated, and ſo un- 
ſuitable to her Sex, that it 1s 
ſcarcely to be wonder'd ſhould 
give Diſguſt to thoſe of her 
Friends, whoſe Wiſhes were even 
the moſt favourable towards her. 
In ſhort, from Infancy ſhe owns 
mne had more of the Male than 
Female in her Inclinations, and 
relates two or three droll Adven- 
tures of her drefling herſelf up 


in her Father's Cloaths ; her rid - 


ing out on the Back of an Aſs's 
Foal, when not above four or 
five Years old, c. that ſeem an 
evident Foretaſte of the like maſ- 
euline Conduct which ſhe purſued 
thro' Life, —At eight Years old 
ſhe was put to School, but had 


more ſuitable to a Boy than to 
one of the oppoſite Sex ; and as 


| the grew up ſhe followed the ſame 


plan, being much more fre- 
quently in the Stable than in the 
Bed-Chamber, and fully Miſ- 


treſs of the handling of a Curry- 


Comb, tho? totally ignorant of 
the Uſe of a Needle. Her very 
Amuſements all took the ſame 
Mafculine Turn, Shooting, Hunt- 


zug, riding Races, and digging in 


a Garden being ever her favorite 
Exerciſes.— She alſo relates an 
Act of her Proweſs when a meer 
Child, in protecting the Houſe, 


when in Expectation of an At- 


tack from Thieves, by the firing 
of Piſtols and Blunderbuſſes out 
at the Windows. ——All her Ac- 
tions ſeem to have had a boyiſh 
Miſchievouſneſs in them, and ſhe 
ſometimes appears to have run 


C 


great Riſque of ending them wit 7 


the moſt fatal Conſequences, 
This Wildneſs, however, wy 
put ſome Check to by her Mar. 


riage, when very young, 


With 


Mr. Richard Charke, an eminem 


Performer on the Violin, imme. 5 
diately after which ſhe launchei MW 
into the Billows of a ſtormy 


World, in which ſhe was, 


the whole Remainder of her Life, | 

buffeted about without ever once 
reaching a peaceful Harbour, 
Her Huſband's inſatiable Paſſion {# 
for Women very ſoon gave her 
juſt Cauſe of Uneaſineſs, and in 


thro! 


a ſhort Time appears to have oc. 
then 


caſioned a Separation. She 


applied to the Stage, apparently 1 5 
from Inclination as well as Ne. 


ceſſity, and opened with the 
Part of Mademoiſelle in the 


with all the Succeſs ſhe could er- 
pect.—From this ſhe roſe in her 
ſecond and third-Attempts to the 
i capital Characters of Alicia in 
an Education beſtowed on her Fane Shore, and Andromache in 
the Diftreſs'd Mother, in which, 
notwithſtanding the Remem- 


voted Wife, in which ſhe met 


brance of Mrs. Porter and 


Oldfield, ſhe met with great In- 
dulgence from the Audience, and 
being remarkable for reading well, 
was ſuffer'd to go on upon ſudden Wh 
Emergences to read Characters of 
no leſs Importance than thoſe of 
Cleopatra and Queen Eltzabeth.— - 


little 
Pro. 


Mrs. 


She was after this engaged at a 
very good Salary and a ſufficient 
Supply of very conſiderable Parts, 
at the Theatre in the Haymarbet, 
and after that at Drury-Lane.— 
In a Word, the ſeem'd well ſet · 
led, and likely to have made no 
inglorious Figure in theatrical 
Life, had not that Want of Con- 
fideration and ungovernable Im- 
petuoſity of Paſſions which run 
thro' all her Actions, induced 


her to quarrel with Mr. 


Fleet 
quod, 
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wood, the then Manager, whom 
ſhe not only left on a Sudden 
without any Notice given, but 
even vented her Spleen againſt 
him in public, by the writing of 
the little dramatic Piece I have 
ſpoken of above; and tho' that 
Gentleman not only forgave her 
this Injury and reſtored her to 
her former Station, yet ſhe ac- 
== knowledges that ſhe afterwards 
very ungratefully left him a ſe- 
cond Time, on a Cauſe in which 
de could incur no Share of Blame. 
Thus having thrown herſelf 
out of Employment in a Profeſ- 
fion in which ſhe had a fair ap- 

rent Proſpe&t of Succeſs, ſhe 
next enter d on a Buſineſs, which, 
by knowing nothing of, ſhe muſt 
be certain to fail in; in a 
Word, the commenced Trader, 
and fet up as a Grocer and Oil- 


1 
voman in a Shop in Long-Acre. 


In this Station ſhe, with a 
great Deal of Humour, deſcribes 
and rallics her ſanguine Expecta- 
tions and abſurd Proceedings, till 
between her own Jgnorance, and 
the Tricks of Sharpers,. ſome of 


whom cheated, and others robbed 
. her, ſhe w 


after having kept 
Shop about three Months, — 
to throw it up, and ſet up. a great 
Puppet-Shew, over the Tennis- 
Court, in ames- Street, near the 
Raymartet.— But after ſome little 
Courſe of Succels in this Defiga 
it began to fail, and the was re- 
duced to ſell for twenty Guincas 
what the ſays had xaſt her near 
five huadred Pounds. 

During the Courſe of theſe 
Tranſactions, Mrs. Charke in- 
forms us, that ſhe had highly of- 
fended her Father, but by what 
Action of her on. ſhe does not 
inform us. She eonfeſſes indeed 
& that me had in ſome Refpedts 
Juſtly incurred his Difpleaſure, 
but is dcfirous of having it appear 


CH 


that it had been greatly — 


vated and occaſioned to hang with 
a heavier Load on her than it 
would otherwiſe have done, thro* 
the IIl Offices of an elder Siſter. 
However, I cannot help ima- 
gining the Offence to have been 
of a very heinous Nature, fince 
it is evident Mr, Cibber never af- 
ter forgave her, nor in her great- 


eſt Diſtreſſes ſeems to have at all 


aſſiſted her; a Conduct entirely 
oppoſite to that Humanity and 
univerſal Benevolence, which were 


ſo well known to be the Charac. 
teriſtics of that Gentleman's Diſ- 


poſition z and indeed, whatever 
was the firſt Cauſe of his aban- 
doning her, it is apparent he 
took no great Care to avoid a far- 
ther Occaſion of Reſentment: for 
in a Piece called the Battle of the 
Poets, in which was a Character 
moſt abuſively and ſcurrilouſly 
aimed at the Laureat, Mrs.Charke, 


who happened to be a Member of 


the Company who performed it, 
was herſelf the very Perſon by 
whom that Character was repre- 
ſented z a Step which ſhe could 


not have been compelled to take, 


but which muſt have been a vo- 
luntary Act of her own in the 
Exertion of her Reſentment, 
ſomewhat of the ſame Nature 
with her Conduct towards ir, 
Fleetzwood ; but which, in Conſe- 
of the Relation ſhe ſtood 
in to Mr. Cibber, muſt apparently 
be the Means of throwing an in- 
ſuperable Bar in the Way of any 
Reconciliation between them. 
But to proceed.—During the 
Courſe of theſe TranſaQtions, 
Mr. Charie, whom I have before - 


Time parted from his Wife, and 
had engaged himſelf to go over to 


June with a Gentleman in the 


rmercantile Way, where, in about 
twenty Months after his Arrival, 
{F 1 he 


— 
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he dicd, leaving our Heroine once 
wore at: Liberty to unite herſelf 
the Matrimonial Tie where- 


ever ſhe ſhould think proper, — — 


She therefore informs us, that 
ſoon after her parting with her 
Property as above-related, ſhe was 
very cloſe ly addreſſed by a worthy 
Gentleman, whoſe Name fle 
ſeems very caretul.y to conceal, 
in .Conſequence of a ſtrict Vow 
ſhe had taken never to diſcover 
it. To this Gentleman the gives 
us to underſtand ſhe was united 
by a ſecret Marriage; but as he 
did not long ſurvive that Union, 
ſhe'was once again left deſtitute 
and friendleſs; nay, even preju- 
diced in her Affairs from a falſe 
Report of her having by his Death 
come into a very conſiderable For- 
tune.—In ſhort, ſhe was ſoon af- 
ter arreſted for a ſmall Sum; in 
Conſequence :of which ſhe wei 


compelled 'to remain for ſome 


Hours in a Bailiff's Houſe, —The 
. Deſcription ſhe gives of her Sen- 
ſations on this Occaſion, and the 
Diſappointment. ſhe met with in 
her various' Applications for Re- 
lief, are natural; but not new, 
and I cannot ſay ſhe has done 


any great Honour to the apparent 


Choice ſhe. muſt have made of 


Acquaintance, as ſhe informs us 


that ſhe had not been half an 
Hour in Cufiody before ſhe was 
ſurrounded by all the Ladies who 
kept Coffee- Houſes in and about 


Cowent-Garden ; and that we find 


her Diſcharge at laſt was brought 
about entirely by a Subſcription, 
formed-among a Number of well- 
known Proſtitutes and * 
pers > 


was by ſeeking out for the loweſt 


Kind of theatrical Employment, 


in filling up occaſionally. ſuch 
Parts as chanced to be deficient 
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in the private Exhibitions, or r. 
ther Butcheries of ſome of our 
dramatic Pieces at the Teri. 
Court, or elſewhere : in which 
Buſines the ſeems generally 
to have choſen the Male Cha. 
racters; and incced ſhe moſt con- 
monly uſed to be dreſſed in Man's 
Cloaths even in private Life, the 
Reaſon of which ſhe affects to 
make a Myftery of, and to im- 
ply as if that Myſtery had tome 
Reference to her Connection with 
the Gentleman above-mentioned, 
Be this as it will, we are in- 
formed that in the Piopgreſs of 
her theatrical Adventures of this 
Kind, ſhe met with one whereby 
ſhe was for a ſhort Time not a 
little embarraſſed, which was no 
other than her becoming the Ob- 
ject of a tender Paſſion in the 


Boſom of a young Lady, who, 


having an immenſe Fortune in 
her own Poſſeſſion, thought her- 


ſelf at Liberty to make an open, 


Profeſſion of her Love, and even 
to offer Propoſals of Matrimony. 
This Circumſtance, however, 


obliged her to a Declaration of 
her Sex, to the no ſmall Diſap- 
pointment of the Lady; and the 
Company of Actors the belonged 
to ſoon quitting the Town, the. 


Affair was huſhed up, and the 
Report of it ſilenced. | 

In this uncertain Kind of Em- 
ployment ſhe continued till, thro' 
the Recommendation of her Bro- 
ther, ſhe was received into the, 
Family of a certain Nobleman, 
in the Character of a Pale de 
Chambre or Gentleman. In this 


Situation ſhe deſcribes herſelf as 


being very happy, till ſome Friends 
of his Lordſhip's remarking an 
Impropriety in the entertaining 
one of her Sex in that Character, 
ſhe was again diſcharg'd and left 
to the wide World, 


Her 
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| Her next Employment was the 
making and ſelling of Sauſages 
for the Support of herſelf and 
Child, —But this failing, ſhe be- 
came a Waiter at the King's-Head 
Tavern at Marybone ; commenced 
afterwards Man' ger of a ſtrolling 
Company of Players, and. paſs'd 
thro' ſeveral trivial Adventures, 
but moſt of them diſtreſsful ones, 


W t:]] at length, by the Aſſiſtance. 
== of an Uncle, ſhe was enabled to 


open a Public Houſe, the Situa- 
tion of which ſhe imprudently 
fixed in Drury Lane; and here, 
notwithſtanding the Experience 
her long Acquaintance with 
Misfortune might, one would 
think, have given her, the ſame 
Indiſcretion and Miſmanagement 
which before had ruined. her ſtill 
continued to direct her Actions, 
and forced her in a very ſhort 
Time to ſhut up her Houſe, and 
diſpoſe of all her Effects. She 
then engaged herſelf in the Hay- 
market Theatre, under her Bro- 
ther Mr. Theophilus Cibber ; but 
this Proviſion did not long conti- 


nue, that Gentleman and his 
Company being ſoon after obliged 


to deſiſt by Virtue of an Order 
from the Lord Chamberlain, 

Fer next Engagement was with 
the celebrated Mr. Ruſſel, the 


Puppet-Shew Man, by whom ſhe 


tells us ſhe was employed at a 
Guinea per Day to move his Fi- 
gures during his Exhibition at 


Hickferd's Great Room in Brewer's 


Street. But after his Death, the 


diſtreſsful and wretched Circum- 


ſtances of which ſhe has not 
badly related, ſhe again joined 
Fortunes with. different Sets of 


rolling Players, among whom 
The remained for very near nine 


Years. 


' Her Adventures during the 


Courſe of that Time being no- 
thing but one variegated Scene of 


4 


pitiable Diſtreſſes, of a Kind which 
no one can be a Stranger to wit» 
has either ſeen or read the Ac- 


counts of thoſe mat wretched of 


all human Beings, the Members 
of a meer ſtrolling Company of 
Actors, I ſhall be excuſed the en- 
tring into Particulars, and be per- 
mitted to proceed to her coming 
to London in 1755, where ſhe 
publiſhed that Narrative of her 
own Life, from which this Ac- 
count is abſtracted, and which 
therefore, proceeds ſo far as to 
that Year,—Whether the Profits 
of her Bcok enabled her to ſub 
fiſt for the ſhort Remainder of 
her Life without the ſeeking for 
farther Adventures I know not, 
Death, however, put a Period 
to it, and thereby to one conti- 
nued Courſe of Mifery, the evi- 
dent Conſequence of Folly, Im- 
prudence and Abſurdity, ſome 
Time in the Year 1759; having 
not long ſurvived her Father and 
Brother ; ſome Account of whoſe 
Lives our Reader will find a lit- 
tle ſurther in this Work. 

CHaves, Mr. A, Of this 
Author I can trace nothing far- 
ther than that he wrote one Play, 
called, f 

The Lover's Cure. C. 

He does not however appear to 
have been a Perſon of any conſi- 
derable Note, by his Piece being 
dedicated to Sir Milliam Read the 
Mountebanxk. 5 

CnExEEkE, Mr. Henry, ——Of 
this Gentleman I know nothing 
more than the finding his Name 
in Coxeter's MS. Notes, as Au- 
thor, as rather Tranſlator from 
the Italian, of a Play, called, 

Free Will, Trag. ; 

CxtTwoor, Mr. William Ru- 
fus,—This Author for ſome Tirge 
kept a Bookſeller's Shop in Co- 
went Garden, He was alfo for 


twenty Years Prompter to Drury 
La re 
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1 
Lee Theatre, and in that very 
laborious and uſeful Office was 
eſteem d to have great Excellence, 
—Tho' no Actor himſelf, yet, 
from being fo converſant with 
the Stage, and with the various 
Manners of different eminent 
Performers, he. became no bad 
theatrical Inftruftor ; and to the 
Pains he has taken in that Bufi- 
neſs ſome confiderable Actors 
now living, perhaps, ſtand in- 
gebted for Part at leaſt of their 
early Approbation. T have in 
particular heard it a ſſerted, not 
only by Mr, Cherzwood himſelf, but 


others, that Mr. Barry received 
His firſt Rudiments of theatrical 


Execution from this Gentleman, 
as did alſo a Lady, who has for a 
few Years paſt ſtood in high Efti- 
mation with the Audiences of 
Dublin, viz. Mrs, Fitzbenry, for - 


merly Mrs. Gregory. 
Mr. e his firſt Wife 
dad a Daughter, who was bred 


up to the theatrical Liſe, and was 
married to one Mr. Gemea.— His 
ſecond Wife, who I believe is ſtill 
living, was a Grand- Daughter of 
Mr. Colley Cibber.-—Mr. Chetevoo 
bimſelf alſo is living, and I think 
in Dub/iz, but in a very advanced 
Age.— He has wrote ſome Pieces 
in the Novel Way, and a Work 
call'd A General Hiftory of the 
Stage, which however has very 
little, or rather indeed no Merit. 
He has alſo written the follow- 


ing dramatic Pieces, 


1, Cenerous Free Maſon. T. - 
| C. F. B. Opera. | 
 #- Humours of Exchange-Alley, 
* Ballad Far. 
. Lover's a. ad Far. 
3 Vid. Vol. I. A PEN DIX. 
4 · Foutb. Sea. F arce, 


| Crnnus, Colky, Eſq;—This 


Gentleman, to whom the Engliſh 


Stage has been in many Reſpects 


greatly obliged, both as an Actor 


HFiſtoriographer thro? a very long 1 


Column called the Monument, : bf 


- Rutlandſprre, who 


CI 


and a Writer; and in the latte? 
Character doubly ſo by being na 
only greatly aſſiſtant in ſupporting 
it by his numerous and entertain. 
ing dramatic Pieces, but alſo 11 


and important Period, has given {it 
us fo very pleaſing and impartial 
a Detail of the moſt materi] | 
Circumſtances of his Life, the 
cannot apply to a more perfet {* 
Source of Intelligence concern. | 
ing it than what that Work vil? 
afford me, more eſpecially as in 
it he has drawn the moſt candid ? 
Portrait of the Features of hi 
Mind, as well as the clearet 3 
Narrative of the Effects produced IE 
by the different Combinations df 
the ſeveral Parts of his natural 
Diſpoſition, From that there. 

fore the greateſt Part of the fol. 
lowing Account will, in as con- 
eiſe a Manner as poſſible, be e:. 
tracted, 5h; S, 
Mr. Cibber then was born on 
the 6th of November, O. S. 1671. 
in Sauthampton Street, Covent Gar- 
den.— His Father Caius Gabrid [3 
Cibber was a Native of Holſfen, 
and came into England to follow Bi 
his Profeſſion of a Statuary ſome- 
time before the Reftoration f 
King Charles II. The Eminente 
he attain'd to in his Art may be 
judged from the two celebrated 
Images of raging and melancholy = 
Madneſs on the two Piers of the 

great Gate of Betbelebem Hoſpital, 
and alſo by the Baſſo Relievo os 
the Pedeſtal of that ſtupendous 


erected in Commemoration of the Wa 
great Fire of London in 1666, WE 
His Mother was the Daughter of Wa 
William Colley, Eſq; of Glaifton is 
F ather 4 Sir 


Anthony Colley, by his fteady At- 
8 to the Royal Cavſe, 
during the Troubles of King 
Charles Iſt's Reign reduced his 

; Eſtate 


* 
Eſtate from three thouſand to 
about three hundred Pounds per 
Anuum. The Family of the Col- 
leys, tho" extinct by the Death of 
our Laureat's Uncle Edward Col- 
ly, Eſq; from whom our Author 
received his Chriſtian Name, and 
who was the laſt Heir Male of it, 
had been a very ancient one, it 
appearing from Miigbt's Hiſtory 
of Rutlandſh:re, that they had 
been. Sheriffs and Members of 
Parliament from the Reign of 
Lerry VII. tg the latter End of 
King Charles 1.——1n 1682 he 
was ſent to the Free School of 
Crantham in Lincoln Tre, where 
he Raid e till he got through it, 
from the loweit Form to the up- 
permoſt, and ſuch Learning as 
tnat School could give him, is, as 
be h:mfelf acknowl2dges, the 
moſt he could pretend to: About 
1689 he was taken from School 
td ſtand for the Election of Chil- 


dren into Vincbeſſer Colledge, but 


having no farther Intereſt or Re- 
commendation than that of his 
own naked Merit, and the be- 
ing deſcended by the Mother's 
Side from Nilliam of FTchham 
the Founder, it is not to be won- 
der'd at that be was unſucceſs- 
ful. — Rather pleas'd with what 
he look'd on as a Reprieve from 
the confined Life of a School - 
Boy, than piqued at the Loſs of 
his Election, he returned to Lon« 
dn, and there even thus early 
conceived an Inclination for the- 
Stage, Which however he, on 
ore Conſiderations than one, 
thought proper to ſuppreſs; and 
therefore wrote down to his Fa- 
ther, who was at that Time em- 
Ployed at Chatſworth in Derby- 
ſbire, by the Earl (afterwards 
Duke) of Deworſhire in the raiſing 
that Seat to the Magnificence it 
has ever ſince poſſeſs'd, to intreat 
of him that he might be ſent as 


"SE | 
ſoon as poſſible to the Univerſitye 
This Requeſt his Father ſeem'd 
very inclinable to comply with, 
and aſſur'd him in his Anſwer, 
that as ſoon as his own Leiſure 
would perrnit, he would go with 

him to Cambridge, at which Uni- 
verſity he imagin'd hc had more 
Intereſt to ſettle him to Advant= 
age than at Oxford; but in the 
mean Time ſent for him down 


to Cla:/worth, that he might in 


the Interim be more immediately 
under his own Eye, | 

Before young Cilber, however, 
could ſet out on his Journey for 
that Place, the Prince of Orange, 
aiterwards King William III. had 
landed in the Weſt, ſo that when 
our Author came to Nuttingham, 
he found his Father in Arms 
there among the Forces which 
the Earl of Devon ire had raiſed 
to ald that Prince. The old 


Man contidering this as a very - 


proper Seaſon for a young Fellow 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf in, and be- 
ing beſides too far advanced in 
Years to endure the Fatigue of a 
Winter Compaign, entreated the 
Earl of Dewonſoire to accept of 
this Son in his Room, which his 
Lordſhip not only conſented to, 
but even promiſed, that when 
Affairs were ſettled he would 
farther provide for hig. — Thus 
all at once was the Current of 
our young Hero's Fortune en- 


tirely turned into a new Channel, 


his Thoughts of the Univerſity 
were ſmother'd in Ambition, and 
the intended Academician con- 
verted, to his inexpreſſible De- 
light, into a Campaigner, _.. 

They had not been many Days 
at Nottingham before they heard 
that Prince George of Denmark, 
with ſome other great Perſons, 
were gone off from the King 
to the Prince of Orange, ang 


that the Princeſs Anne, fearing 


[F 3] 
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CI 
he Father's Reſentment, in Con- 
ſe juence of this Step of her Con- 
ſort, had withdrawn herſelf from 
London in the Night, and was 
then within half a Days Journey 
of Nottingham ; and moreover, 
that a Thouſand of the King's 
_ Dragoons were in Purſuit of her, 
in order to bring ber back Pri- 
ſoner to London, —Altho* this Iaft 
Article was no more than a falſe 
Alarm, being one of the Strata- 
gems made Uſe of over the whole 
Kingdom, in order to excite and 
animate the People to their com- 
mon Defence; yet it obliged the 
Troops to ſcramble to Arms in 
as much Order as their Confter- 
nation would admit of, to haſten 
20 her Afiſtance or Reftue; but 
they had not advanced many 
Miles on the London Road, be- 
fore they met the Princeſs in a 
Coach, attended only by Lady 
Churchill and Lady Fitæbarding, 
whom they conducted thre' the 
Acclamations. of the People to 
Nemmgham,where they were that 
Night entertain'd at the Charge 
of the Earl of Deuonſbire. On 
this Occafion Mr. Cibber being 
dir d by his Lordſhip's Maitre 
Hotel to attend, the Poſt aſ- 
Agn'd him was to obſerve what 
the Lady Churchill, afterwards 
Dutcheſs of Marlborough, might 
call for; and from tie Manner 
in which he has made Mention 
of that Lady, it is apparent that 
ther Charms at that Time made 
fuch an Impreſſion on kis young 
Heart, as, tho' the immenſe 
"Diſtance of her Rank obliged, 
and at the fame Time perhaps 
enabled him to fuppreſs, yet even a 


Courſe of fifty Years which paſſed 


detwees that Period and the Time 
of his writing his Apology. could 
mot entirely efface. 

From Nottingham the Troops 


| warched to Oxford, where the 


21 | 
Prince and Princeſs of Dern; 
met,—Here the Troops continued 
in quiet Quarters till on the 
ſettling of the publick Tranqui. 
lity, when they were remandei 
back to Nottingham, and thoſe 
who choſe it were granted their 
Diſcharge, among whom was our 
Author, who now quitted the 
Field and the Hopes of Military 
Preferment, and return'd. to his 
Father at Chatſwworth.—And noy 
his Expectations of future For. 


tune, in a great Meaſure, depended Þ 


upon the Promiſes of Patronage 


he had receiv'd from the Earl of £ 


Devonſhire, who, on being re- 
minded of them, was ſo good 


as to deſire his Father to ſent “ 


him to London in the Winter, 
when he would confider of ſome 
Provifion for him; and our Au- 
thor, with equal Honour and Can- 
dour, acknowledges that it might 
well require Time to confider it, 
for that it was then much harder 
to know what he was really fit 
for, than to have got him any 
Thing he was not fit for. During 


his Period of Attendance on this Wa 
Nobleman, however, a frequent 


Application to the Amuſements 


of the Theatre, awakened in 


him his Paſſion for the Stage, 
which he ſcem's now determin'd 


on purſuing as his Summum B.- 


nam, and in ſpite of Father, Mo- 


ther, or Friends to fix on as his 


Ne plus Ultra, 

Previous howeves to our pro- 
ceeding to the theatrical Anec- 
dotes of his: Life, it may be pro- 
per to mention one Circumſtance 
which tho' it happen'd. ſomewhat 
later than his firſt commencing 
AQor, I cannot without an im» 
proper Interruption introduce with 
any Chronological Exactneſs with- 
out breaking into the Thread of 
my Narrative hereafter; yet which 


is an Event conſtantly of * 


8 


RS 


CI 
ance in every Man's Hiſtory, and 
which he himſelf mentions as an 
Inſtance of his Diſcretion more 
deſperate than that of preferring 
the Stage to any Views of Life. 
— This is no other than his Mar- 
riage, which he enter*d into be- 
fore he was quite twenty-two 
Years of Age, merely on the 
Plan of Love, at a Time when 
he bimſelf informs us he had 
no more than twenty Pounds a 
Year, which his Father had aſ- 
ſur'd to him, and twenty Shillings 


per Week from the Theatre, 
which could not amount to above 


thirty Peunds per Ann. more,— 
The Lady he married was Siſter 
to John Shore, Efq; who for many 
Years was Serjeant-Trumpet of 
England, to which Gentleman as 
Mr. Cibber was one Day paying a 
Viſit, his Ear was charmed with 
the Harmony of a Female Voice, 
accompanied- by .a Finger which 
performed in a maſterly Manner 
on a Harpſichord ; being inform- 
ed, on an Enquiry which an un- 
uſual Curioſity urged him to 
make, that both the Voice and 
Hand belong's to the Siſter of his 
Friend, he begg'd to be intro- 
duc'd, and at firſt Sight was 
captivated with the View of eve- 
ry perfonal Charm that could ren- 
der a Female amiable and at- 
tractive.— Nor was ſhe leſs de- 
lighted with the Sprightlineſs of 
his Wit, and the eafy Gaiety of 
his Addreſs.—In ſhort a Court- 
ſhip quickly commenc'd on the 
Foundation of a mutual Paſſion, 
and terminated. in a Marriage 
contrary to the Conſent of the 
oung Eady's Father, who, tho' 
afterwards thought proper to 
gve her ſome . Fortune, yet in the 


 Suddenneſs of his Reſentment put 


it out of his. own, Power to be- 
flow on her all that he had ori- 


+ ginally intended her,. by appro- 


priating great Fart of whas he 


CI 
had ſo deſigned her, to the builds 
ing of a little Retirement on the 
Thames, which be called Shore's 
Foly, and which has been de- 
moliſhed for many Years paft, 
But to proceed fo his dramatic 
Hiſtory.— It appears to have been 
aboot February 1689, when our 
Author firſt became a Dangler 
about the Theatre, where for ſome 
Time he conſider'd the Priviledge 
of every Day ſeeing Plays a ſuf- 
ficient Confideration for the beſt 
of his Services; fo that he was full 
three Quarters of a Year before 
he was taken into a Salary of 
ten Shillings per Week. — The 
Inſufficiency of his Voice, and 
the Diſadvantages of a meagre 
uninformed Perſon, were Bars to 
his ſetting out as a Hero; and 
all that ſeem'd promiſing in him 
was an Aptneſs of Ear, and in 
Conſequence of that a Juftneſs 
in his Manner of ſpeaking, —The 
Parts he play'd were very trivial; 
that which he was firſt taken 


any conſiderable Natice of being 


of no greater Conſequence than 
the Chaplain in the Orphan ;, 
and he himſelf informs us, that 
the Commendations he received 
on that Occaſion from Goodman, 
a Veteran of Emivence on ths 
Stage, which he had at that 
Time quitted, filled him with a 
Tranſport which could ſcarcely 
be exceeded by tnoſe of Alexanaer 
or Charles XII. at the Head of 
their victorious Armies, His 
next Step to Fame was 4 Con- 
ſequence of Queen Mary's having 
—_ anded Je Double Dealer — 
be ated, when Mr. 3228 who 
originally play'd Lord Tauchwoed, 
being ſo ill, as to be entirely 
incapable of going on for it, 
Mr. Cibber, on the Recommen- 
dation of Congreve, the Auther 
of the Play, undertook the Part, 
and at that very ſhort Notice, per- 
formed. it ſo well, that Mr. Con- 
| greve 
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C-I 
_ not only paid him ſome very 
ieh Complements on it, but re- 
commended him toanEnlargement 
of Salary from fifteen to twenty 
Shillings per Week. — But even 
this Succeſs did not greatly ele- 
vate the Rank of Eſtimation. in 
which he ſtood with the Paten- 
tees as an Actor; for on the 
opening of Drury-Lane Theatre 
in 1693, with the Remainder of 
the old Company, on the Revolt 
of Betterten and ſeveral of the 
principal Performers to Lineo/ns- 
Inn Fields, an Occaſional Pro- 
logue which he had written, al- 
tho' acknowledged the beſt that 
had been offer'd, and very readily 
paid for, yet would not be ad- 
mitted to an Acceptance on any 
other Terms than his abſolutely 
relinquiſhing any Claim to the 
ſpeaking it himſelf, | 
Soon after his accepting of the 
Part of Fordlewife in the Of 
Batchelor on a ſudden Emergency, 
in which, by the cloſeſt Imita- 
tion of Dogget, who had been an 
original Performer of it, not on- 
ly in Dreſs, but in Voice and 
Manner, he obtained an almoſt 
unbounded Plaudit from the Au- 
dience, gave him ſome little 
Flight of Reputation; yet not 
only this, but even the Applauſe 
which in the enſuing Vear he 
obtained, both as an Author and 
Actor, by his fitſt Comedy, called 
Love's Shift, or the Fool in Fa- 
ion, were inſufficient to promote 
him to any conſiderable Caſt of 
Parts, till the Year 1696, when Sir 
W Vanbrugb did him a double 
onour, viz. firſt, by borrowing 
the Hint of his Comedy for the 
writing of his Relapſe, by Way of 
Sequel to it; and fecondly, by 
fixing on him for the Per form- 
ance of his favorite Character in 
it of Lord Foppington.— In 1706, 
however, we find him conſidered 


by Mr. Rich the Patentee, as of 


1 


ſome Conſequence, by his except. 
ing him from the Number of the 
Performers whom he permitted 
Mr. Swiney to engage with fry 
his Theatre in the Haymar det, 
(tho' our Author, on finding him. 
ſelf ſlightly us'd by this Mz. 
nager, paid no Regard to that Ex. 
ception, but joined Szvincy ] and 
in the enſuing Year, when hi; 
Friend Colonel Brett obtained a 
fourth Share in the Patent, and 
that the Performers formed a Co- 
alition, and returned to Drury 
Lane, Mr, Cibber alſo concede 
to the Treaty, and returned with 
them; but on the ſilencing of 


with Vilis, Dogget and Mrs. C. 
field, went over again to Mr, 
Seviney. | 3 
In 1717, he became united as 
Joint Patentee with Collier, Ml 
and Dogget, in the Management 
of Drury Lane Theatre, —And af- 
terwards in a like Partnerſhip 
with Booth, Wilks and Sir Rich. 
Steele, —During this latter Period, 
which continued till 1731, the 
Engliſb Stage was perhaps in the 
moſt flouriſhing State it ever en- 
Joy'd,——But the Loſs of Booth, 
Mrs. Oldfield, Mrs. Porter and 
Mr. Vilts, lopping off it's prin- 
cipal Supports, Mr, C:bber fold 
out his Share of the Patent, and 
retired from the public Buſinets 
of the Stage, to which however 
he at a few particular Periods 
occaſionally returned, performing 
at no leſs a Salary, as I have 
been informed, than fifty Gui- 
neas per Night; and in the Year 
1745, tho* upwards of ſeventy- 
four, he appear'd in the Cha- 
racter of Randolph the Pope's Le- 
gate, in his own Tragedy, called 
Papal Tyranny, which he per- 
formed, notwithſtanding his ad- 
vanced Age, with great Vigour 
and Spirit, 
What might perhaps be an ad- 
| ditional 


the Patent in 1709, he, together 
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pitzonal Inducement to this Gen- 
tleman to leave the Stage at the 
| Time he did, when, as he bim- 
ſelf tells us, though it began to 
grow late in Life with him, yet, 
ſill having Health and Strength 
enough to have been as uſeful on 
the Stage as ever, he was under 
no viſible Neceſſity of quitting 
it, might be his having, in the 
Year 1730, on the Death of Mr. 
| Euſden, been promoted to the va- 

cant Laure), the Salary annexed 
to which, together with what he 
* had ſaved from the Emoluments 

of the Theatre, and the Sale of 
| bis Sbare in the Patent, ſet him 
above the Neceſſity of continuing 
on it.— And after a Number of 


Gaiety and Good-Humour, he de- 
parted this Life towards the latter 
End of the Year 1757, having 
juſt compleated his 86th Year, 
| Mr. Cibber has, in his own 
Apology for his Life, drawn fo 
open and candid a Portrait of 
bimſelf in every Light in which 
we can have accaſion to confider 
bim, that I can by no Means do 
more juſtice to his Character than 
by taking ſeparateiy the ſeveral 
Features of that Portrait to en- 
able the Reader to farm an Idea 
of him in the ſeveral Points of 
View, of a Man, an Aer, and 
Writer. 
| As a Man he has told us, that 
| even from his School-Days there 
was ever a Degree of Inconſiftency 
in his Diſpoſition. ; that he was 
always in full Spirits 3 in ſome 
ſmall Capacity to do right, but in 
a more frequent Alacrity to do 
wrong ; and conſequently often 


dend den rec. 2 , . 
gence always id him, in- 
| fomuch chat he tells us he re- 
| members having been once 

whup'd for his Theme, tho” bis 


xs 
tp 
By *L 
79495 
5&2 
2 
"Les 
e's 
=, 
+996 
8. 
r 
. 
Kg 
JR 
— 
Bet. ny 
LESS 
7 
Jt 
A * 
N 
3 % 
N * 
A 
. 
I 
N 
es 
Ee 6 
1800S 
TT 
=; 
5 
3 * 
"r= 
AN 
17 
AE * 
75 —ç 
ie 
a” 
9 
12 
8 
Re 
3 
dhe 
CE: 
EO 
wg 4 
(5 < 
x 2 
8 
es! +; 
5 
N 
£ 3 
* WB 
3 
2 2 
5 2 
n * 
2 2 
bh 
3 
8% 
5 ju 
E 
1 
3 
1 
40 
1 
ER; 
OS 
„ KN 
3 2 
© het 
8 
8 
1 
8 
2M 1 
EI 
3 
N 
WF 
CIO 
r 
3-168 
R 
1 
BREW. 
8 
5 
„ 
n 
. 
I 95 x 
* N 
Ir 
7 
. 
A 7 
> Sf 
7 7 
en 
SEES. 
Va 
8 
N 
- 
. 
* 
3 
. 
8 
Fn; a 
05 
3 
*%u; 6.5.7 
£60 
1 
Ky 
LY 2 
3 
e 
LANE 
«Ba 
WES 
Wy 
5 1 = 
KS ves 2 
TB II, 
8 
* 
. 
N 
73 2 2 
5 
5 
+ 
2 5 
NT 
Ys 
oy 
6 < 
I 
3 
3 
+ 39 
3 
rg 
JEL 
a5 - K 
© 3 Ss 
3 
3 
92 5 
2 
Up ES 
i 
0 
ESL 
"2 
r 
bag, 
7 
8 
. 
4440 
WE; 
FED 
i 
EN 
_ 
29 
FL. 
5 
wm 
& 
XD, 
bn 
2 
5 
da 
LS 
SS: 
uy 
- © 
73288 
7 
5 
85 
8 
2 2. 
* 
185 
ES 
Meas 
* 3 
8 
OY 
I 
p - 
* 
ates 
2 N 
N "it 
5 vs 
by Ih 
TRE 
* 
18 
$38 
+ 
8 
93 
5p 
209 4 
DX. 
9% 
* 
bY 


Years paſs'd in the utmoſt Eaſe, 


| under a worſe Character than he lence 
created a Party againſt him which 


„„ 

Maſter told him e the fame 
Time that what was good of it 
was better than any Boy's in the 
Form,—The fame odd Fate fre- 
quently attended the Courſe of 
his later Conduct in Life, for the 
Indiſcretion, or at leaſt unſkilful 
Openneſs with which he always 
acted, drew more III-Will to- 
wards him, than Men of worſe 
Morals and more Wit might have 
met with; whilſt his Ignorance 
and Want of Jealouſy of Man- 
kind was fo ſtrong, that it was 
with Reluctance he could be 
brought to believe any Perſon he 
was acquainted with capable of 
Envy, Malice, or Ingratitude. — 
In ſhort, a Degree af Vanity ſuf- 
ficient to keep him ever in Tem- 
per -with himſelf ; blended with 
ſuch a Share of Humility as made 
bim ſenfible of his own Follies, 
ready to acknowledge them, and 
as ready to laugh at them; a 
ſprightly Readineſs of Wit and 
Repartee, which frequently en- 
abled him to keep the Laugh in 
his Favour, with a Fund of Goode 
Nature which was nat to be ruf - 
fled when the Jeſt happened to 
run againſt him; together with a 
great natural Quickneſs of Parts, 
and an intimate Acquaintance 
with elegant and polite Life ſeem 
to be the princigal Materials of 
which his Character was com- 
pos d.— Few Men had more per- 
ſonal Friends and Admirers, and 
few Men perhaps a greater Nym- 
ber of undeſerved Enemies. -A 
ſteady Attachment to thoſe Re- 
volution Principles which he 
firſt ſet out with in Life, though 
not purſued by him with Viru- 
or Offence to any one, 


almoſt conſtamly prevented his 


receiving thoſe Advantages from 


his Writings, ar that Applauſe 
for his Aftipgs which both juſtiy 
| : merited. 


CI 


merited.—Vet, that the Male- 


volence of his Opponents had 
very little Effect on his Spleen, 
is apparent through the whole 
Courſe of his Diſputes with Mr. 
Pope, who, tho' a much ſuperior 
Writer with Refpe& to Subli- 
mity and Correctneſs, yet ſtood 
yery® little Chance when obliged 
to encounter with the Keenneſs 
of his Raillery, and the eaſy un- 
affected Nonchalance of his Hu- 
mour.—In a Word, he ſeem'd 
moſt truly of Sir Harry Wilaair's 
Temper, whoſe Spleen nothing 
could move but Impoſſibilities.— 
Nor did it ſeem within the Pow- 
er of even Age and Infirmity to 
get the better of this Self-created 
- Happineſs in his Diſpoſition, for 
even in the very latter Years of 
his Life I remember to have ſeen 
him, when, amidſt a Circle of 
| Perſons, not one of whom per- 
haps had attained to the third Part 
of his Age, yet has Mr. Cibber, 
dy his eaſy Goodhumour, Liveli- 


neſs of Converſation, and a pe- 
- culiar Happineſs he had in tell- 


ing a Story, been apparently 
the very Life cf the Company, 
and, but for the too evident 
Marks of the Hand of Time on 
his Features, might have been 
imagined the youngeſt Man in it. 
Add to this, that beſides theſe 
+ ſuperficial Agremens, he was poſ- 
ſeſs' d of great Humanity, Bene- 
- volence and yniverſal Philanthro- 
py, and by continued Actions of 
Charity, Compaſſion and Bene- 
ficence, ever .bore the ſtrongeſt 
_ Teſtimonial to his being Maſter 
of that brighteſt of all ſublunary 
- Gems, a truly good Heart. 

As an Acrer nothing can ſurely 
be a ſtronger Proof of his Merit 
than the Eminence which he at- 

tained to in that Profeſſion, in 
Oppoſition to all the Diſadvan- 


% 
* 


2 


His chief Excellency lay in the 


« win it were the ſtrongeſt on m 


tages which, by his own Account, 


CI 


we find he had to ſtruggle with, 
Fer, excluſive of the Pains taken 
by many of his Cotemporaries 90 
keep him below the Notice of tie 
Public, Nature feem'd herſelf ts 
oppoſe his Advancement, 3 

His Perſon at firſt, though not 
ill-made, was, he tells us, mes. 
gre and uninformed 5 (but thi 
Defe& was probably ſoon amend. 
ed, as he latterly had a Figure of 
ſufficiently Fulneſs and Weight WR 
for any Part) his Complexion 
was pale and diſmal], and his 
Voice weak, thin, and inclining 
to the Treble. —His greateſt Ad. 
vantages ſeem to have been thoſe We 
of a very accurate Ear, and a 
critical Judgment of Nature, iſ 
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Walk of Fops and feeble old Men 
in Comedy, in the former c 
wh'ch he does not appear ever to 
have been excelled in any Period 
before him, or nearly equalledin 
any ſince.— Vet, it is apparent, 
that he frequently acted Parts df 
Conſequence in Tragedy, and 
thoſe too, if not with the Admi- 
ration, yet with the patient Suf- 
ferance of the Audience; and the 
Rank of Eftimation he ſtocd in 
with Refpe& to the Public in 
the oppoſed Lights of a Tragedia 
and a comic Performer, cannot 
be better deſcribed than in hi 
own Words, «« was vain e 
ec nough to think, fays he, 
ce that J had more Ways that 
© one to come at Applauſe, and 
ce that in the Variety of Cha- 
te racters I ated, the Chances i 


cc Side. — That if the Multitud 
« were not in a Roar to ſee m 
&« in Cardinal Wolſey, I could be 
ec ſure of them in Alderman For- 
ce dlewwife, —If they hated me ii 
& Jago, in Sir Fopling they took 
cc me for a fine Gentleman.—l! 


ce they were ſilent at Syphux, 90 
« Italia 


Ci 


( Sir Courtly,—If the Morals of 
( Zip were too grave for them, 
( Juſtice Sbal oꝛo was as ſimple 
and as merry an old Rake as 
the wiſeſt of our young ones 
(could wiſh me. And though 
„ the Terror and Deteſtation 
„„ rais'd by King Richard might 
4 be too ſevere a Delight for 
(„them, yet the more gentle and 


15 

or the well-bred Vices of a Lord 
( Foppington, were not at all more 
d. than their merry Hearts, or 
fe nicer Morals could bear.“ 


= Tho' in this Account, Mr. Cibber 
bas ſpoken with great Moderation 


Ie - of himſelf, yet it is apparent 
that he muſt have had great Me- 


Miit in Tragedy as well as Come- 


0 

on the Audience was nearly the 
1 ame in both ; for as it is well 
t known that his Excellence in re- 


reſenting the Fops, induced ma- 
ij to imagine him as great a Cox 
eoomb in real Life as he appear'd 
s bc on the Stage, ſo, he in- 
orms us, that from the Delight 
ee ſeem'd to take in performing 
be villainous Characters in Tra- 
eedy, half his Auditors were per- 
luaded that a great Share of the 
Wickedneſs of them muſt have 
een in his own Nature. But 
bis be confeſſes that he look'd 


J * 

nen in the very Light I mention 
t in this Place, rather as a Praiſe 
A han a Cenſure of his Perform- 
once, ſince Averſion in that Caſe 
1 8 nothing more than an Hatred 
„ ncurr'd for being like the Thing 
e 3 De ought to be like, Tn | 
be The third and laſt View in 
„ hich we are to conſider him is 
u hat of a Weiter. — In this Cha- 
1 acter be was at Times very ſe- 
i erely handled by ſome of his co- 
no 5 


n 
1 SY, OL u 


— 


BY « 7alitn Eunuch was more ap- 
„ plauded than when 1 ſung in 


„ modern Vanities of a Poet Bayes, 


y, fince the Impreſſion he made 


9 
temporary Critics; but by none 
with more Harſhneſs than Mr, 
Pope. —— Party Zeal, however, 
ſeems to have had a large Share 
in exciting the Oppoſition againſt 


. him, as it is apparent, that when 
uninfluenced by Prejudice, the 
Audience has, through a Courſe. 


of upwards of ſixty Years, receive 
ed great Pleaſure from many of 
his Plays, which have conſtantly 
formed Part of the Entertainment 
of every Seaſon, and many of 
them repeatedly performed with 
that Approbation they undoubt- 
edly merit.—— The moſt impor- 
tant Charge againſt him ſeems to 
have been that his Plots were not 
always his own, which Reflexion 
would have been juſt, had he pro- 
duced no Plays but ſuch as he had 
alter'd from other Authors, but 
in his firſt Letter to Mr, Pope he - 
aſſures us, and with great Truth, 
that his Fool in Fofhion and Care- 
leſs Huſvand, 1n particular, were , 
as much (if not ſo valuable) Ori- 
ginals, as any Thing his Anta- 
goniſt had ever written. And in 
Excuſe for thoſe which he did 
only alter, or indeed compile from 
others, it is evident that they 
were for the moſt Part compoſed 
by collecting what little was good 
in perhaps ſeveral Pieces which 
had had no Succeſs, and were 
laid aſide as theatrical Lumber.— 
On this Account he was fre- 
quently treated as a Plagiary, yet 
it is certain, that many of thoſe 
Plays which had been dead to 
the Stage out of all Memory, 
have, by his aſſiſting Hand, not 
only been reſtor'd to Life, but 
have even continued ever ſince in 
full Spirit and Vigour.— On this 
Account ſurely the Public and the 


original Authors are greatly in- 


debted to him, that Sentiment of 
the 


BY 
ſe Poet being ecrtainly true, 
Chi trae I Dom del Sepolcro, ed 


in Vita bo ſerba. | 
Petrarch, 


Nor have other Writers been 


ſo violently attacked for the ſame 
Fault.—Mr. Dryden thought it no 


Diminution of his Fame to take 
the ſame Liberty with the Tem- 
eſt and the Trorhes ard Crtffida of 
keſpeare. Nor do theſe alter'd 
Plays, as Mr. Cibber juſtly pleads, 
take from the Merit of thoſe 
more ſueceſsful Pieces, which 
were entirely his own.—A Tay - 
lor that can make a new Coat 
well is notſurely the worſe Work- 
man becauſe he can mend an old 
one; a Cobler may be allowed to 
de uſeful, tho' no one will con- 
tend for his being famous; nor 
3s = Man blameable for doing 
a little good, tho' he cannot do 
as much as another. Beſides, 
Mr. Cibber-candidly declares, that 
whenever he took upon him to 
make ſome dormant Play of an 
old Author fit for the Stage, it 
was honeſtly not to be idle that 
ſet him to work, as a good Houfe- 
wife will mend old Linen when 
ſhe has not better Employment. 
— But that, when he was more 
warmiy engaged by a Subject en- 
tirely new, he only thougbt it a 
worthy of an abler Pen than his 


own, and might prove as vitful 


to che Hearer 25 profitable to him- 


elf. Rid indeed, this effential 


Piece of Merit muſt be granted 
to his own original Plays, wiz, 


that they always tend to the Im- 
gehtcd and natural. 


ment of the Mind as well 
at the Entertainment of the Eye; 
thit Vice and Folly, however 


conſtantly - of 
, ridiculed or reclaimed in Thoughts which gives'an lon! 


et 
them, and Virtue as conftantly 
rewarded, 
There is an Argument, indeed, 
which might be pleaded in Fa. 


vour of this Author, were bi 
Plays poſſeſs d of a much ſmaller 
Share of Merit than is to be 
found in them, which is, that he 
wrote, at leaſt in the early Part 
of his Life, thro' Neceſſity, for 
the Support of his encreafing Fa. 
mily ; his precarious Income u 
an Actor being then too ſcanty to 
ſupply it, with even the Neceſ. 
ſaries of Life: and with great Plea. 
ſantry he acquaints us, that his 
Muſe and his Spouſe were equally 
prolific ; that 
Mother of a Child, but in the 
ſame Year the other made hin 
the Father of a Play ; and that 
they had had a Dozen of eath 
Sort between them., of both 
which Kinds fome died in theit 
Infancy, and neat an equal Num- 
ber of each were alive when he 
quitted the Theatte,-No Won- 
der then, when the Muſe is only 
called upon by Family Duty, that 
ſhe ſhouid not always rejoice in 
the Fruit of her Labour, —Thit 
Excuſe, I fay, might be pleaded 
in Mr, Cibber*s Favour : but 
muſt confefs myfelf of the Opi- 
nion that there is no Occafon 
for the Plies ; and that his Plau 
have Merit enough to ſpeak their 
own  Caufe, without the Nece- 
ſity of begging Indulgence.«-Hit 
Plots, Whether original or bot 
rowed, are lively and full of Bv- 
fineſs, yet not confuſed in the 
Action nor bungled in _— 
arophe Hit -Obiratters art 
drawn, and his Dialogue on 
e 
has not the _ Wit — A 
Congreve or a 5 yet T 
is a Lwcbrithce of Faficy in lit 
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equal Pleaſure, and a Purity in 
his Sentiments and Morals, the 
Want of which in the above- 
named Authors has ſo frequently 
and ſo juſtly been cenſur'd,—lo a 
Stage 


more obliged to Mr, er for a 


= Fund of rational Entertainment, 
BS than to any dramatic Writer this 
Nation has produced, Shakeſpeare 
only excepted, And one unan- 
ES ſwerable Evidence has been borne 
to the Satisfaction the Public 
have received from his Plays; 
and ſuch an one as no Author be- 
BE fides himſelf can boaſt, viz. that 
EZ 2ltho' the Number of his drama- 
BE tic Pieces is very extenſive, half 
of them at leaft are now, and 


ſeem likely to continue, on the 


45 Liſt of acting and favorite Plays. 


As a Writer, excluſive of the 


Stage, his two Letters to Mr. 
Pope, and his Apol 
Li, are too well 
too juſtly admired, to leave me 
WE any Room to expatiate on their 
Worth. His dramatic Pieces 


are, 


for bis own 
nown, and 


1. CSA in Ee vr. Tr. 
2. Careleſs Huſband. = : 
3. Chuck, Opera. (attributed 
to this Gentleman by the 
Editor.) 5 
4. Comical Lovers, C. 
5. Damon and PHILLIDA., 
Ballad Paſt. 
6, Double Gallant, C. 
7. Hos, Ballad Farce. 
8. Lady's laſt Stake, C. 
9. Love in a Riddle, Paſtoral 
Ballad Opera. EY 
10. Love makes a Man. =- 
11. Love's laft Shift. C. 
12. MyRTZTLLO. Paſtoral 
Interlude. | : 
IJ. , Nonuror . | wk . 


14. Papal Tyranny in the Reign 

| of Fing Jonn T2 

T5. zR0OLLA and Igabon A, 
Trag. | 


CI 
16, Provek'd Huſband, Com. 
(Part by Sir Jabs Van- 
bruph, ) 5 
17. Re uſal. G 
18. Rival Fools, C. 
Ig. Rival Queans. Burleſqut 
Tragedy. 
20. School- Bey. Farce. 
21, Sbe won d and She won d 
nor. C. : 
22. VENUS and ADONIS, 
Maſque, 
23. Woman's Wit. C. 
24. XerxEs, T. | 
2 5o XimenX, T. | 
Crzner, Mrs. Suſanna Marie, 
This Lady, whoſe Maiden Name 
was Arne, and whoſe Merit as 
an AQreſs is ſo well known, and 
has been ſo long eſtabliſhed, was 
the Daughter of an eminent Up- 
holſterer in Covent Garden, and is 
Siſter to that great Muſical Com- 
poſer Dr. Thomas Auguſtine Arne, 
er firſt Appearance on the 
Stage was as a Singer; in which 
Light the Sweetneſs of her Voice 
and the Strength of her Judg- 


ment render'd her very ſoon con- 


ſpicuous.—— In the Year 1736, 
however, ſhe made her firſt At- 
tempt as a ſpeaking Performer, 
in the Character of Zara, in Mr, 
Hill's Tragedy of that Name, be- 
ing it's firſt Repreſentation; in 
which Part ſhe gave both Sur. 
prize and Delight to the Audi- 
ence, who were no leſs charmed 
with the Beauties of her preſent 
Performance, than with the Proſ- 


pet of future Entertainment 


from ſo valuable an Acquiſition 


to the Stage,—A Proſpect which 


has ever ſince been perfectly 
maintained, and a Meridian Luſ- 
tre ſhone forth fully equal to 
what was promiſed from the 
Morning Dawn. — And though it. 
may not appear to have any im- 


mediate Relation with our pre- 


ſent Defign, yet J cannot, with 
[G] Juktite 


1 


Juſtice to her Merits, diſpenſe 
with the tranſmitting down to 
Poſterity, by this Opportunity, 
ſome ſlight Idea of this capital 
Ornament of our preſent Stage. 
Her Perſon is ſtill perfectly e- 
legant; for although ſhe is ſome- 
what declined beyond the Bloom 
of Youth, and even wants that 
Embonpoint, which ſometimes is 
aſſiſtant in concealing the Impreſ- 
fion made by the Hand of Time, 
yet there is ſo compleat a Sym- 
metry and Proportion in the dif- 
ferent Parts which conſtitute this 
Lady's Form, that it is impoſſi- 
ble to view her Figure and not 
think her young, or look in her 
Face and not conſider her hand- 
ſome. Her Voice is beyond Con- 
ception plaintive and muſical, yet 
far from deficient in Powers for 
the Expreſſion of Reſentment or 
Diſdain, and ſo much equal Com- 
mand of Feature does ſhe poſſeſs 
for the Repreſentation of Pity or 
Rage, of Complacence or Diſdain, 
that it would be difficult to ſay 
whether ſhe affects the Hearts of 
an Audience moſt, when playing 
the gentle, the delicate Celia, or 
the haughty, the reſenting Her- 
mione; in the innocent love-fick 
Juliet, or in the forſaken, the 
enrag' d Alicia —In a Word, thro' 
every Caſt of Tragedy ſhe is ex- 
cellent, and, could we forget the 
Excellence of a Pritebard, we ſnould 
be apt to ſay, inimitable. ——She 
| has of late made ſome Attempts 
in Comedy, — They have, how- 
ever, been in no Degree equal to 
her Excellence in the oppoſite 
Walk, and indeed, after the Men- 
tion J have juſt made of another 
Lady, it will be ſufficient to re- 
mind my Reader, that one Actor 
and one Actreſs uni verſally capital, 
is as much as can be expected to 
be the Produce of a ſingle Cen- 
tury. But to drop this Digreſ- 


FE 


XI 
fon, Mrs. Cibber was ſecond 
Wife to Mr. Theophilus Cibbo, 
whofe Life I ſhall immediate} 
relate ſome of the Circumſtancy 
of. -In what Year they were mar. 
ried I do not exactly know, but 
imagine it to have been no ver 
long Time before her Appearance 
in Zara, that being by his own. 
Account in 1736, and in the Year 
1733 his Comedy of the Ly 
came firſt on the Stage, a prin- 


cipal Part in which was per. 


formed by his firſt Wife, —What 
were the Conſequences of their 
Union is too well known to ren- 
der my entering into any Parti- We 
culars in Relation to them necel. © 
ſary. „5 
Mrs, CIn BER has a Right t 
a Place in this Wo. k as a dra 
matic Writer, having brought: 
very elegant little Piece on the 
Stage, taken from. the French, 
called, 
The Oracle. Com. of one Add. 
_ Crnperr, Mr. Theophilus, — 
This Gentleman was Son of the 
celebrated Laureat, and Huſband 
to the Lady mentioned in the 
preceding Article, —As if the 
very Begipning of his Life wa 
intended a Preſage of the Confi- 
fion and Perplexities which were 
to attend the Progreſs of it, and 
of the dreadful Cataſtrophe which 
was to put the cloſing Period to 
it, he was born on the Day of 
the violent and deſtructive Storm, 
in the Year 1703, whoſe Fur 
rang'd over the greateſt Part of 
Europe, but was particularly fatil 
to this Kingdom, —In what De. 
gree of Elderfhip he ſtood among 
the Children of the Laureat | 
know not, but as it is apparent 
that Mrs. Cibber was very prolific, 
and as our Hero did not come in 
to the World till ten Years aft! 
his Father's Marriage, it is pro- 
bable he had many Seniors. 
| About 
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CI 
About the Year 1716 or 1717 he 
was ſent to Wincheſter School, 
where he received all the Educa- 
tion he had to boaſt of, and 1 
believe very ſoon after his Return 


from thence came on the Stage, 


—jnclination and Genius proba- 
ply induced him to make this 


profeſſion his Choice, and the 
# Power his Father poſſeſs'd as one 


of the Managers of the Theatre- 
Royal, together with the Eſti- 
mation he ſtood in as an Actor, 


enabled this his Son to purſue it 
= with conſiderable 
EZ which do not always ſo favoura- 


Advantages, 


bly attend the firſt Attempts of a 
young Performer.——In this Pro- 
feſſion, however, he quickly gave 
Proofs of great Merit, and ſoon 
attained a conſiderable Share of 
the public Favour.—His Manner 
of acting was in the ſame Walk 
of CharaQers which his Father 
had with ſo much and ſo juſt a 
Reputation ſupported, ——=In his 


Steps he trod, and tho' not with 


equal Excellence, yet with ſuffi- 
cient to ſet him on a Rank 
with moſt of the riſing Gene- 


ration of Performers, both as to 


preſent Worth and future Proſpe& 
of Improvement. 

The fame natural Imperfec- 
tions which were ſo long the Bars 


to his Father's theatrical Ad- 


vancement, ſtood ſtill more ſtrong- 
ly in his Way.— His Perſon was 
far from pleaſing, the Features of 


his Face rather diſguſtful.—His 
Voice had the ſame ſhrill Treble, 


but without that Mufical Har- 
mony which Mr. Colley Cibber was 
Miſter of, —Yet ſtill an apparent 


| good Underſtanding and Quick- 


neſs of Parts; a perfect Knowledge 
of what he ought to repreſent ; 
together with a Vivacity in h's 
Manner, and a Kind of Ffronterie 
which was well adapted to the 
Characters he was to repreſent, 


£ Mr.T, _—_— Cibber then ſeem 
16 


£4 


pretty amply counterballanced 


thoſe Deficiencies.—In a Word, 


his firſt ſetting out in Life ſeem'd 
to promiſe the Aſſurance of fu- 
ture Happineſs to him both as to 


Eaſe, and even Afffluence of Cir- 


cumſtances, and with Reſpect to 
Fame and Reputation; had not 
one Foible overclouded his bright- 
eſt Proſpects, and at length led 


him into Errors, the Conſequences. 


of which it was almoſt impoſſible 
he ſhould ever be able to retrieve, 
— This Foible was no other than 


Extravagance and Want of Occo- - 


nomy.—A Fondneſs for Indul- 
gences which a moderate Income 
could not afford, probably induced 
him to ſubmit to Obligations 
which it had the Appearance of 
Meanneſs to accept of; the Con- 


ſciouſneſs of thoſe Obligations, 


and the Uſe he imagined they 
might be made of againſt him, 
perhaps might at firſt prevail on 
him to appear ignorant of what 
it was but too evident he could 
not avoid knowing, and after- 


wards urge him to Steps, in the 


Purſuance of which, without his 
by any Means avenging his 
Wrongs, his Fame, his Peace of 
Mind, his Credit, and even his 


future Fortunes were all wrecked 


at once. The real actuating 
Principles of the human Heart it 
is impoſſible to dive into, and the 
charitably diſpos d Mind will ever 
be inclinable to believe the beſt; 
eſpecially with Regard to thoſe 
wha are no longer in a Condition 
to defend themſelves,—Let then 
his Aſhes reſt in Peace, 
avoiding any minute Inveſtigation 


of thoſe Circumſtances which caſt 
a low'ring Cloud over his Cha- 
racter while living, proceed we to 
thoſe few Particulars which im- 


mediately come within our No- 
tice as his Hiſtoriographers. 
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C J 
to have enter'd firſt into the Ma- 
trimonial State pretty early in 
Life. His firſt Wife was one 
Miſs Jenny Jobnſon, who was a 
Companion and Intimate of Miſs 


Raftor's (now Mrs Clive) and in 


her very earlieſt Years had a 
Rrong Inclination for the Stage, 
This Lady, according to her Huſ- 
band's own Account of her, 
ſeem'd likely to have made a ve- 
Ty conſpicuous Figure in the The- 
atre, had not Death put a Stop to 
her Career.in the very Prime of 
Life.—She left behind her two 


Daughters, Fane and Elizabeth, 


both of whom are, I believe, ſtill 
living.— The firſt -mentioned of 
theſe Ladies made two or three 
Attempts on the Stage; but tho? 
agreeable in her Perſon and ele- 
gant in her Manner, yet, from 
the Want of fufficient Spirit, and 
the Defect of but an indifferent 
Voice, ſhe met with no extraor- 
dinary Succeſs, ; 

After the Death of Mrs. Jane 
Cibler, Mr. Cibber, in the Year 
1734 or 1735, paid his Addreſſes 
to Miſs on Maria Arne, 
 whoſﬀ amiable and virtuous Diſ- 
poſition, he himſelf informs us, 
were the Copfiderations that in- 
guced him to make her his Wife, 
She was at that Time remark- 
able on the Stage only for her 
muff alifications; but ſo.n 
fi; this Marriage made her 
fri tempt as an Afﬀtreſs, her 
Succeſ in which IT haye taken 


MNrtice of under the laſt Article. 


ir. Citþer's Pecuniary Indiſ- 
cretions, hawever, not permitting 
him to reſtrain his Expences 
within the Limits of his own 
and his Wife's Salaries and Bene 
fits, tho' their Amount was very 
conſiderable, he took a Journey 
to France for forme ſhort Time in 
the Year 1738, on his Return 
from which de appears firſt to 


CI. 


have taken Notice of too cloſe 23 
Intimacy between his Wife aud 
a certain young Gentleman of 
Fortune, with whom he had u- 
nited himſelf apparently by al 
the cloſeſt Ties of Friendſhip, 
How far he was or was not guilty 
of the Meanneſs changed on him 
of deing acceſſary to their Corref. 


pondence is a Point I ſhall not 


here enter into the Diſcuſſion of, 
A Suit was commenced for Cri- 


minal Converſation, he Jaying hi; 


Damage at 50001. the Verdid 
on which of only ten Pounds Da. 
mages, too plainly evinces the 
Senſe of the Adminiftrators of MW 
Juſtice in the Caſe to need any WE 
tarther Comment, 

After this Event Mr. Cibber! 
Creditors, who were numeron, 
and had perhaps been ſomewhat 
appeaſed from the Proſpect of the 
pecuniary Advantages that might Wi 
accrue to their Debtor in Conſe- 
quence of the Trial, became mon 
impatient than ever, and not lay 
after Mr. Cibber was arreſted for 
ſome confiderable Sums, ani 
thrown into the King's Bench 
Priſon.—By the Means of Bene- 
fit Plays, however, and other A. 
ſiſtances, he obtained his Liber- 
ty; but as the Affair relating © 
his Wife, who was now become 
an Actreſs of the firſt Con- 
quence, and in the higheſt F. 
vour with the Town, had greatly 
prejudiced him, not only in te 
Opinion of the Public, but erer 
by ſtanding as a Bar to his thes- 
trical Engagements; and as hi 
natural Paſſion for Diffipatio! 
could not be kept within Bound 
theſe Difficulties repeatedly 
cur d to him, and he was fr 
quently excluded entirely fron 
any Theatre for a whcle Seal! 
together,—In theſe Diftreſſes ht 
was ever ready to head any the-. 
trical Mutiny that might put ! 
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in his Power to form a ſeparate 
Company, which he more than 
once attempted to fix at the The- 
atre in the Haymarket, but in 
vain z the Legiſlative Power urged 
to Exertion by the Intereſts of the 
eſtabliſhed and patent Theatres, 


conſtantly putting a Stop to his 


Proceedings after a few Night's 
Performance, —-In one continual 
Series of- Diftreſs, Extravagance 
and Perplexity of this Kind, did 
he continue till the Winter of 
1757, when he was engaged by 
Mr, Sheridan to go over to Dublin 
to aſſiſt him in making a Stand 
againſt the new Theatre juſt then 
opened in Oppoſition to him in 
Croww-Street,—On this Expedition 
Mr, Cibber embarked at Park- 
Gate, (together with Mr. Mad- 
dex the celebrated Wire Dancer, 


- Who had alſo been engaged as an 


Auxiliary to the . ſame Theatre) 
on board the Dublin Trader, ſome 


Time in the Month of O#ober ; 


but the high Winds, which are 
frequent at that Time of the 
Year in St. George's Channel, 


and which are fatal to many 


Veſſels in the- Paſſage from this 
Kingdom to Ireland, proved par- 
ticularly ſo to this.— The Veſſel 
was driven to the Coaſt of Scot- 
land, where it was caſt away, 


every Soul in it (and the Paſſen- 


gers were extremely numerous) 
periſhing in the Waves, and the 
Ship itſelf ſo entirely loſt, that 
ſcarcely any Veſtiges of it re- 
mained to indicate where it had 
been wreck' d, excepting a Box con- 
taining Books and Papers, which 
were known to be Mr. Cibber's, 


and which were caſt up on ihe 


Weſtern Coaſt of Scotland. 
Thus fell the well-known Mr. 
Theophilus Cibber, whoſe Life was 
begun, purſued and ended in a 
Starm,—Poſſeſſed of Talents that 


= might have made him happy, and 


= 


Qualities that might have ren- 
der'd him beloved, yet thro' a too 
infatiable Thirſt of Pleaſure, and 
a Want of Confideration in the 
Means of purſuing it, his Life 
was one Scene of Miſery, and 
his Character made the Mark of 
Cenſure and Contempt. Now, 
however, let his Virtues, which 
were not a few, remain on Ree. 
cord, and for his Indiſcretions, 


Let them be buried with him 
in the Grave, | 
But not remember'd in his 
Epitaph, 


As a Writer, he has not ren- 
der'd himſelf very conſpicuous ex- 
cepting in ſome Appeals to the 
Public on peculiar Circumſtances 
of his own diſtreſſed Life. He 


» * . 
was indeed concerned in, and has 


put his Name to, an Account of 
the Lives of the Poets of Grrat- 
Britain and Ireland, in five Vol. 
8vo.— But in this Work his own 
peculiar Share was very inconſi- 
derable, many other Hands hav- 
ing been concerned with him in 
it.—In the dramatic Way he has 
altered for the Stage three Pieces 


.of other Authors, and produced 


one Original of his oun.— Their 
Titles will be found in the en- 
ſuing Liſt, 8 
1. Henry VI. Trag. 
Shake (| Arte | 
2. Lover, Com. | 
3. Patie and Peggy. Rallad Cp. 
and | | 


4. An Alteration of Shazeſ- 
peare's Romeo and Juliet. 
CI ANC, Dr. Michael, —This 
Gentleman, who I believe is ſtill 
living, was a Phyſician, and, as 
I imagine, a Native of Jre/agg, 
one af his Plays having been, erj- 
ginally acted in that Kingdom. 


from 


He had the Misfortune to late 


his Sight, in Conſideratio: of 
[ G 3 1 Wich 


CL C L 
which bis late Majeſty was pleaſ- and juſtly cenſured by every one 
ed to beſtow on him a Penſion who has the leaſt Regard to Vir. 
of forty Pounds per Annum during tue or Decency, yet contains an 

Life; and in the Year 1746, the Elegance of Manner, and a Luxu- 
Manager of Drury Lane gave him rlancy of F ancy, that would do Ho. 
2 Benefit in that Theatre.— The nour to the Author, if made Uſe 
Play he made Choice of was of in a better Cauſe, —His Memoirs 
os ng of Thebes, in which as Coxcomb, however, have great 
the or himſelf performed the erit; nor are his political Writ. 
Part of Tirefias the blind Pro- ings,tho'warm and enthuſiaſtically 
phet, the Novelty of which, to- bigotted ta one Syſtem, devoid of 

ther with Dr. Clancy's great great Perſpicuity, Penetration and 

erſonal Intereſt, brought a very Depth of Reaſoning. In the dra- 
numerous Audience.— He is Au- matic Way he has publiſhed two 
thor of a Latin Poem, entitled, Pieces, neither of which hows 
Templum Veneris, fue Amorum ever have made an Appearance on 
Rbapſadiæ, and of two dramatic the Stage, wiz. ; 


Pieces, whoſe Titles are, 1. TiTus VgesPASIAN, I. 
1. HMO, Prince of Cno- 2. ToMBo-Cnrquz. Dram. 
„ T. ; Erit. in three Acts. 

2. Sharper. C. CT xve, Mrs. Catbarine.— This 


_ CLavrron, Mr. Tomas. Of Lady, whoſe Namie as a dramatic. 
is Gentleman I find no more Writer we are obliged to mention 

1 his Name mentioned by Cox- here, is however. much better 
ef?y as the Author of an Engliſh known for- her unequalled Merit 
Opera, after the Jra/ian Mannex, as a Comedian, in which Light, 
ontitled, 3 while any theatrical Records are 
 Ang1nor, Queen of Cyprus, remaining, her Memory muſt 
notwithſtanding which both in- ever be held in the higheſt Eſti- 
top and the Author of the Britiſ mation, —She was the Daughter 
Theatre have aſcribed an Opera of Mr. Villiam Raftor, a Gentle» 
of that Name to Mr, Motrevs, man who was a Native of the 
Ox. xr.awd, Febn, Efq;—This City of Kilkenny in Ireland, and 
Gentleman, who is fill living, bred to the Law; but being 
is a Son of the Colonel Cicland, ſtrongly attached to the Intercits 
who was ſo cloſe an Intimate of the unfortunate King Janes Il. 
with, and ſo zealous an Advo- When that Monarch was. in Fe- 
| eate for, Mr. Pope.—What this land, he enter'd into his Service; 
his Son was originally bred. to J on which Account a conſiderable 
know not, but he paſſed many .paternal Eſtate in the County of 
| Years of the early Part of his Aikenny, which he would other- 
Life abroad, where he acquired Wiſe have inherited, became for- 
a very perfect Acquaintance 'with feit to the Crown. After the 
moſt of the Modern Languages, deciſive Battle of the Boyne, how: 
and feems to have imbibed no ever, he ſtill followed his MaF- 
- ſmall Share of the Luxury of the ter's Fortunes, and through that 
| Eaſt, if we may form a - 4ntereſt- and his own Merit, ob- 
ment from his celebrated Novel, tain'd a Captain's Commiſſion in 
entitled, the Memoir: of a Woman the Service of Louis XIV .—But 
of Pleaſure, which tho a Book afterwards, procuring a Pardon 
of the moſ pernicious Tendency, | from 


RG IBS ;Ü—öp̃ ͤ— ꝶò0: ] ˙ ͤ :.. ˙—·¹˙¹ . 5⁵ SE ng! ” dn 
Ra Pens Ge er Ei oo 
AAR > D 3s E i CIS . 


CL 


| from the Englifþ Court, he came 


to this Metropolis, where he mar 
ried the Daughter of an eminent 
Citizen on Fiſpſtreet - Hill, by 
whom he had ſeveral Children, 
and, among the reſt, the Subject 
cf our preſent Memoirs. 

Miſs Raftor was born in 1777, 
and ſhewed a very early Inclina- 
tion and Genius for the Stage, — 
Her natural Turn of Humour, 
and her pleaſing Manner of fing- 
ing Songs of Spirit, induced 
ſome Friends to recommend her 


Ec to the late Mr. Colley Crbber, then 


one of the Managers of Drury 
Lane Theatre, who immediately 
engaged her at a ſmall Salary, — 
Her firſt Appearance was in Boy's 


7 Cloaths, in the Character of A 
Page, in the Tragedy of Mitbri- 


dates King of Pox Tus, in which 
ſhe was introduced only to ſing a 
Song. Vet even in this ſhe met 
with great Applauſe.— This was 
in 1728, at which Time ſhe was 
but ſeventeen Years of Age; and 
tn the very ſame Seaſon we find 
that the Audience paid ſo great 
Attention to her Merit in the 


W Part of Phillida, in Cibber's Love 


in a Riddle, which Party-Preju- 
dice had determined to damn, 


zight or wrong, on Account of 


the Author, as to ſuffer their ri- 


cotous Clamours to ſubſide when- 


ever ſhe was on the Stage; a 
Compliment which they even de- 
nied to the Blood Royal itſelf on 
the enſuing Night. In 1730, 
however, the had an Opportunity 
afforded her, which ſhe did not 
permit to paſs enemployed, of 
breaking forth on the Public in a 


W full Blaze of Comic Brightneſs. 


—This was in the Part of Nell, 
in the Devil to pay, or the Wives 


Metamorpho d, a Ballad Farce, 


written by Coffey, in which ſhe 


; ] threw out a full Exertion of thoſe 


Ch 
comic Powers, which every Fre- 
quenter of the Theatre muſt fince 
have received ſuch infinite De- 
light from,—-Her Merit in this 
Character occaſioned her Salary 
to be doubled, and not only eſta- 
bliſhed her own Reputation with 
the Audience, but fixed the Piece 
itſelf on the conftant Lift of act- 
ing Farces, an Honour which 
perhaps it would never have ar- 
rived at, had ſhe not been in it, 
nor may long maintain when her 
Support in it is loſt. In the 
Year 1732, ſhe was married to 
G. Clive, Eſq; a Son of the late 
Mr. Baron Clive, which Gentle- 
man is ſtill living. They did not 
however cohabit long together; 
yet, notwithſtanding the Temp- 
tations to which a Theatre is 
fometimes apt to expoſe young 
Perſons of the Female Sex, and 
the too great Readineſs of the 
Public to give Way to unkind; 
Suppoſitions in Regard to them, 
Calumny itfelf has never ſeem'd 


to aim the flighteſt Arrow at her 


Fame. 

To expatiate on her Merit as 
an Actreſs (while ſhe keeps with- 
in the very extenſive Walk which 
is adapted to her Excellence) 
would far exceed our Limits, and 
be wholly unneceſſary.— As an 
Author, I imagine, ſhe does not 
aim at Immortality, yet ſhe has, 
at different Benefits of her own, 
introduced three ſeveral ' petite 
Pieces on the Stage, neither of 
which 1s totally devoid of Merit. 
— Their Titles are as follow, 

1. BaYyEs in Petticoats. | 

2. Every Woman in ber Hu- 

mour. 

3. Hand of Slaver. | 
Only the firſt of theſe, however, 
has yet appear'd in Print, and as 
to the laſt it is no more than an 
almoſt literal Tranſlation of Ma- 

| rivaux 


C O 
rivaux's Ile des Eſclaves, exe- 
cuted, as ſhe herſelf confeſſes, by 
a Gentleman at her Requeſt, 
Cocx a1Nn, Sir Aon. — This 
Gentleman lived in the Reign of 
Charles I —He was Son to Thomas 
C:ckain, Eſq; and was born in the 
Year 1706 at Aſpbourne, in the 
Peak of Derbyſhire, where his 
Father had-a fine Seat, and where 
ſome of his Predeceſſors had re- 
ſided ever ſince the Reign of Ed- 
zvard I, — His Family, however, 
appears to have been ſtill more 
ancient, tracing back their Ori- 
gin as far as William the Con- 
queror, to whom they were al- 
lied, and in whoſe Reign they 
lived at Hemmington Caſtle in E- 
fex,—Our Author had a liberal 
Education, having been ſent to 
both the Univerſities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, at the Jatter of 
which he was a Fellow Com- 
moner of Trinity College. From 
the Univerſities he for a Time 
was enter'd in the Inns of 
Court, where he ſeems to have 
continued more for Faſhion's 
Sake than from any other Mo- 
tive. In 1632 he ſet out on a 
Tour of Europe, and travelled 
thro' France, Italy, Germany, &c. 
Here however there appears an 
eſſential Difference in the Bio- 
graphers of his Life, Crbber in 
his Lives of the Poets, Vol. I. 
p. 216. poſitively declaring that 
he went abroad with Sir Neneim 
Digby, and was abſent for the 
Space of twelve Years, and Lang- 


baine and all the other Writers 


making him compleat his Tour 
in as many Months.——Beſides 
which Coxeter in his MS. Notes 
has beſtowed on him as a travel- 
ling Tutor one Dr. Rob. Creich- 
ton. The latter Accounts how- 
ever appears moſt probable, —— 
During the Civil Wars he ſuf- 
Fer'd greatly for his Religion, 


; C O 
which was that of the Church of 
Rome, and for his attachment 90 
the King's Cauſe, under whom 
he claim'd the Title of a Baro. 
net; yet, as there was no Recor 
or proper Enrollment of a Patent 
to that Effect, he was not uni. 
verſally allowed the Title. — hie 
was ſtrongly addicted to Books 
and the Study of Poetry, in which 
he indulged himſelf in a retire 
Life, reſiding moſtly at a Lord. 
ſhip belonging to him, calle 
Pooley, in the Pariſh of Poleſtvonb 
in Warwickfoire,——He died at 
Derby upon the breaking of the 
great Froſt in Feb. 1684, in the 
78th Year of his Age, and wa; iſ 
privately buried in the Chancel of 
Poleſwwerth Church, 
Sir Alon is univerſally ack 
nowledged to have been a great 
Lover of the polite Arts, and by 
ſome is eſteemed a conſiderabæ 
Poet. In his private Tranſactions 
he was greatly deficient in Point of 
Oeconomy, by which Means, to- 
gether with his Loſſes during the 
Civil Wars, he was obliged to 
diſpoſe of all his Patrimony dur- 
ing his Life-Time; the Lordſhy 
of Afpbcurne being ſold to Sit 
William Bocthby, Bart. and tha 
of Pooley above-mentioned, which 
had beloaged to the Family evet 
fince Richard IT's Time, he part- 
ed with to one Humphrey Jeu. 
ings, Eſq; with the Reſervatod 
of an Annuity for his own Life, 
The dramatic Pieces he hit 
left behind him are as follow, 
1. Obſftinate Lady. C. 
2. Oviy's Tragedy. 
3 TraAyPoOLIN ſufpcs'ds 
| P ＋ ace. ＋. C. 
4. 4 Maſque for Trvelfth- 
Nigbt . 
Phillips and Winſtanley have omit- 
ed; the ſecond and laſt of theſe i 
their Account of his Writing 
and attributed to him two ano, 
5 | | nymows 
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nymous Pieces which are cer- 

tainly none of his, entitled, 

ITRHERSITES. Interlude, and 
Tyrannical Government. T. C. 


 Coxeter in his MS. Notes contra- 


dicts the Place of his Birth, fix- 
ing it at Elveflon in Derbyſhire, 
and adds moreover, that he was 
Nephew to Philip, the firſt Earl 
of Cheſterfield, to whom and his 
Counteſs he has dedicated his 
Maſque for 1eveifth Night, which 
was performed at their Country 
Seat, two of their Sons acting 
in it, 
CoDRINGTON, Robert, A.M, 
This Writer was deſcended from 


an ancient and eſtimable Family 


in Glouceſter ſhtre, in which Coun- 
ty he was born in the Year 1601, 
and at ſeventeen Yeais of Age, 
uly 29, 1619, he was 
elected 
lege, Oxford, being then ſome 
Months ſtanding in that Houſe. 
—Here he took the Degrees in 
Arts, that of Maſter being com- 


pleated in 1626.— He afterwards 


went abroad on his Travels, on 
his Return from which, being 
poſſeſs'd of an independent For- 
tune, he lived for ſeveral Vears 
in Norfolt, and there remained. 
At length, however, he went 
to London, where he ſettled for 
the Remainder of his Life, which 
was put a Period to in the gene- 


ral great Calamity of the Plague 


in that City, in 1665. —He was 
a rank Parliamentarian, as ap- 
pears in the Life of the Earl of 
Elfer, which he has written. — 
He was a voluminous Writer, but 
ſeems principally to have employ- 
ed himſelf in Compilement and 
Tranſlation, among the latter of 
which he has left a Tranſlation 


of one Latin Play, written by R. 


Ruggles, of Clare- Hail Cambridge, 


entitled, 
Ienoxamvs, C. 


ean of Magdalen Col- 


CO 
Corr, Mr, Charles, —This 
Author was a Native of Ireland. 
— He had no very great Share of 
original Genius; his Turn was 
Humour, and having met with 
ſome Succeſs in altering and 
patching up an old Farce of Je- 
von s, called the Devil of a Wife, 
he purſued the ſame Kind of 
Plan with ſome other dramatic 
Pieces, but with very little Suc- 
ceſs ; moſt of them having been 
very juſtly damned, —The Num- 
bers and Names of them may 
however be ſeen in the following 


Ki 7 
1. Peggar's Wedding, Ballad 
Opera. 
2. Boarding- School Romps. Bal. 
Farce. 


3. Devil to pay. Ball. Farce. 

4. Devil upon tuo Sticks, Ball. 
Farce. 

5. Female Parſon, Ball. Opera. 

6. Merry Cobler. Farce. 


7. Southwark Fair. SS: 
8. Wife and no Wife, Farce, 


Mr. Coffey was in his Perſon con- 
ſiderably deformed; yet no Man 


was more ready to admit of, and 


even join in any Raillery on him» 
ſelf, —One remarkable Inſtance 
of which was his performing the 
Character of Aſop for his own 
Benefit in Dub/in,— He died on 
the 13th of May 1745, and was 
buried in the Pariſh of St. Clement's 
Danes. | 5 
Cor Man, George, Eſq; — This 
Gentleman is a living Writer, 
and but of an Age advancing to- 
wards that in which Perfection 
is to be expected. He is Nephew 
to the late Counteſs of Fatb, and 
has been warmly patroniſed by her 
noble Lord, His Genius leads 
him to Works of Humour, a 
conſiderable Fund of which ap- 
pears in ſome of the Eſſays which 
he has written in the Courſe of a 
periodical Paper, called the Con- 
22 


0 
noiſſeur. He ſeems at preſent 


bowever to pay his Court ſolely 
to the Comic Muſe, by whoſe 


Inſpiration he has already pro- 
perfect Satisfaction of the Inha. 


duced three dramatic Pieces, viz, 

1. Jealous Wife, C. 

2. Muſical Lady, Farce, 

3. Porty HonNEYCOMBE. 

Farce, 1 

Theſe Pieces, tho' not abſo- 
lutely perfect, have nevertheleſs 
conſiderable Merit. In his Petite 
Pieces the Plots are ſimple, and 
no great Matter of Incident in- 


troduced into them. — Vet they 


contain ſtrong Character, and are 
aimed at the ridiculing of fa- 
mionable and prevailing Follies, 
which ought to be made eſſen- 
tial Points of Conſideration in 
every Production of the Sock. — 
His more regular Comedy has the 
ſame Merit with the others as to 
the Preſervation of Character; 
and it's Plot, tho' profeſſedly 
borrowed, receives Advantages 
from the Conduct of it, which 
reflect Honour on the Author 
and afford us the pleaſing Proſ- 
pect, amidſt the preſent Dearth 
of comic Writers, of an ample 
Contribution from this Quarter 
to the Variety of our dramatic 
Entertainments of this more dif- 
- ficult Kind, — This Gentleman 
has been alſo ſuppoſed to be the 


Author of ſome Effays, under the 


Title of the Genius, lately pub- 
Uſhed in the St, James's Evening 
Poſt. | : 


Cox cAN EN, Mather, Eſq; 
This Gentleman was a Native of 


Ireland, and deſcended from a 
good Family in that Kingdom, — 
He had a liberal Education be- 
ſtowed on him by his Parents, 
and was bred to the Law, —His 
Wit and literary Abilities recom- 
mended him to the Favour of his 
Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, 


; Dunciad. . 


| thro' whole Intereſt he obtained. 


Cc O 
the Poſt of Attorney-General of 
the Iſland of Jamaica, which Of. 


fice he filled with the utmoſt In. 
tegrity and Honour, and to the 


bitants, for upwards of twenty 
Years; when having acquir 
an ample Fortune, he was de- 
ſirous of paſſing the Cloſe of his 
Life in his Native Country; 
with which Intention he quite 
Jamaica and came to London, pro- 
poſing to paſs ſome little Time 
there before he went to ſettle en- 
tirely in Ireland.— But the Dif. 
ference of Climate between that 
Metropolis and the Place he had 
ſo long been accuſtomed to, ha 
ſuch an Effect on his Conſtitu- 
tion, that he fell into a galloping 
Conſumption, of , which he died 
in a few Weeks after his Arrival 
in London, 1 5 ö 

The World is obliged to hin 
for a very elegant Tranſlation of 
Vida's Art of Poetry; for ſeve- 
ral original Poems, which, tho' 
ſmall, have conſiderable Merit; 
and for one Play, entitled, 

WzxForD Hells, Com. 
He was alſo concerned with Mr. 
Roome and another Gentleman in 
altering Richard Brome's FJovid 
Crew into a Ballad Opera, in 
which Form it is now frequently 
performed. — As to his Prole 
Writings they are moſtly politi- 
cal, or critical ; in the latter of 
which, having pretty ſeverely at- 
tacked Mr. Pope and Dean Swift, 
the former of whom, whoſe Diſ- 
poſition was on no Occaſion of 
the moſt forgiving Nature, has 
handled. bim very ſeverely in the 


Concrevs, Villiam, Elg= 
This Gentleman was deſcended 
from the ancient Family of the 
Congreves, of Congreve in Staffird- 
ſpire, his Father being ſecond Son 
to Richard Congreve, of that Place. 

| Some 
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W tome Authors, and in parti- 
© cular Sir James Ware, contend for 


his having been born in Ireland, 
but as Jacob, who was particu- 


| Jarly acquainted with+ him, and 


who in his Preface acknowledges 
his Obligations to Mr, Cengreve 
for his Communication' of what 


| related to himſelf, has abſolutely 
contradicted that Report, I ſhall 
| on his Authority, which I con- 
Gder to be the ſame as Mr. Con- 


greve's own, fix the Spot of his 


Nativity at a Place called Bardſa, 
not far from Leeds in Yorkſhire, 
teing Part of the Eſtate of Sir 
= 7obn Lewis, his Great-Uncle by 
E his Mother's Side. It is certain, 
however, that he went over to 
that Kingdom very young. —For 


his Father being only a younger 
Brother, and provided for in the 
Army by a Commiſſion on the Jriſb 


| Eſtabliſhment, was compelled to 


undertake a Journey thither in 
Conſequence of his Command; 
which he afterwards parted with 
to accept of the Management of 


= 3 confiderable Eſtate belonging to 


the Burlington Family , which 


: fix'd his Refidence there, —How- 


ever, tho* he fuffer'd this Son to 


receive his firſt Tincture of Let-. 


ters in the great School at K/- 
kenny, and afterwards, to. com- 


W picat his Claſſical Learning under 


the Direction of Dr. Afb, in the 
Univerſity of Dublin, yet being 


2 | defirous that:his Studies ſhould be 


directed to Profit as well as Im- 
provement, he ſent him over to 
England ſoon after the Revolu- 
tion, and placed him as a Student 
le.— The dry, plod- 


was by no Means ſvitable to the 
ſprightly volatile Genius of Mr. 


W Cngreve, and therefore, tho' he 


did not want Approbation in 


: | thoſe Studies to which his Genius 
led him, yet he did got even at- 


CO 


tempt to make any Proficiency in 
a Service which he was probably 
conſcious he ſhould make no Fi- 


gure in.— Excellence and Perfec- 


tion were what, it is apparent, he 
laid it down as his Principle from 
the very firſt, to make it his Aim 
the acquiring; for in the very 
earlieſt Education of his Genius, 
and a very early one indeed it 
was, viz, his Novel, call'd Love 
and Duty reconciled, written when 
he was not above ſeventcen Years 
of Age, he had not only endea- 
voured at, but indeed ſucceeded 
in, the preſenting to the World 
not a meer Novel according to 
Taſte and Faſhion then prevail - 
ing, but a Piece which ſhould 
point out, and be in itſelf a Mo- 
del of, what Novels ought to be. 
And tho' this cannot itſelf be 
called with Propriety a dramatic 
Work, yet he has ſo ſtrictly ad- 
her'd to dramatic Rules in the 
Compoſition of it, that his arri- 
ving at ſo great a Degree of Per- 
ſection in the regular Drama, in 
ſo ſhort a Time afterwards, is 
hardly to be wonder'd at. His 
firſt Play was the Old Batchelor, 
and was the Amuſement of ſome 
leiſure Hours during a ſlow Re- 
covery from a Fit of Illneſs, ſoon 
after his Return to England, and 
was in itſelf ſo perfect, that Mr. 
Dryden, on it's being ſhewn to 
him, declar'd he had never in his 
Life ſeen ſuch a firſt Play; and 
that great Poet having, in Con- 
junction with Mr, Southerne and 
Arthur Mamwvaring, Eſq; given it 
a ſlight Reviſal, Dr. Davenant, 
who was the Manager of Drury 
Lane Theatre, and was delighted 
both with the Piece and it's Au- 
thor, brought it on the Stage in 
1693, where it met with ſuch 
univerſal Approbation, that Mr, 
C:ngreve, tho' he was but nine- 
teen Fears of Age at the Time 

of 


e 
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of his writing it, became now 
conſider'd as a Prop to the decli- 
ning Stage, and a riſing Genius 
in dramatic Poetry,—The next 
Year he produced the Double Dea- 
ter, which, for what Reaſon how- 
ever I know not, did not meet 
with ſo much Succeſs as the for- 
mer. The Merit of his firſt 
Play, however; had obtain'd him 
the Favour and Patronage of Lord 
_ Hallifax, and ſomepeculiar Marks 
of Diſtinction from Queen Mary, 
' on. whoſe Death, which happen- 
ed in the Cloſe of this Year, he 
wrote a very elegant elegiac Paſ- 


toral.—In 1695, when Betterton 


opened the new Houſe in Lin- 
eoln's - Inn Fields, Mr. Congreue 
joining with bim, gave him his 
Comedy of Love for Love, with 
which the Company opened their 
Campaign, and which met with 
fuch Succeſs, that they immedi- 
ately offer'd the Author a Share 
in the Management of the Houſe, 
on Condition of his furniſhing 
them with one Play yearly. 
This Offer he accepted of; but 
whether thro' Indolence, or that 
CorreQneſs which he look'd on 
as neceffary to his Works, his 


Afourning Bride did not come out per 


till 1697, nor his Way of the 
World till two Years after that, 
The indifferent Succeſs this laſt- 
mentioned Play, tho' an exceed- 
ing good one, met from the Pub- 
lic, compleated that Diſguſt to 
the Theatre, which a long Con- 
teſt with Jeremy Collier, who had 


attacked the Immoralities of the 


. 5 Stage, and more eſpe- 
tally ſome of his Pieces, had be- 
tun, and he determined never 
more to write for the Stage. 
This Reſolution he punctually 
kept, and Mr. Dennis's Obſerva- 

non on that Point will, 1 am 
afraid, be found but too true, 
when he faid, © that Mr, Con- 


which ſtand on the Records of li. 
terary Fame, 


that gave him a Poſt in the Cu. 


that, with all together, his In- 
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© greve quitted the Stage earh, 
« and that Comedy left it with 
him.“ —-Vet, tho' he quittel 
dramatic Writing, he did not lay 
down the Pen entirely; but ce. 
caſionally wrote many little Pieca 
both in Proſe and Verſe, all af 


It is very poſſible, however, 
that he might not ſo ſoon ham 
given Way to this Diſguſt, hai 
not the Eaſineſs of his Circum. 
ſtances render'd any Subſervience 
to the Opinions and Caprice dt 
the Town abſolutely unneceſſary 
to him,-For his Abilities hay. 
ing very early in Life raiſed him 
to the Acquaintance of the Earl of 
Halifax, who was then the Mz 
cenas of the Age, that Nobleman, 
deſirous of raiſing ſo promiſing a 
Genius above the Neceſſity of to 
haſty Productions, made him one 
of the Commiſſioners for licenſing 
Hackney-Coaches, or, according 
to Coxeter, a Commiſſion of the 
Wine Licence.—He ſoon after be- 
ſtow'd on him a Place in the 
Pipe-Office, and not Jong after 


toms, worth fix hundred Pounds 
Annum, f | 
In the Year 1718, he was ap- 
pointed Secretary of Jamaica, {6 


come towards the latter Part of 
his Life was upwards: of twelve 
hundred Pounds a Vear.— Thu 
rais'd above Dependance, it is n0 
Wonder he would no longer ren- 
der himſelf ſubje& to the capri 
cious Cenſures of impotent C- 
tics.— And had his poetical Fa- 
ther, Mr. Dryden, ever been rais' 
to the ſame Circumſtances, it 1s 
probable that his A for Li! 
would not now have been eſteem- 
ed the beſt of his dramatic Pieces, 
nor would he have been com- 
pell'd for a bare Livelibood tothe 

5 Drudge! 
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W Drudgery of producing four Plays 
in a Space of Time ſcarce more 
than ſufficient for forming the 
Plot of one. 

But to return to Congreve, —— 
The greateſt Part of the laſt 
twenty Years of his Life were 
S ſent in Eaſe and Retirement, 
and he either did not, or affected 
not to give himſelf any Trouble 
about Reputation. Vet ſome 
part of that Conduct might pro- 
ceed from a Degree of Pride; 7. 


5 Cibber, in his Lives of the Poets, 
Vol. IV. p. 93. relates an Anec- 
W dote of him, which I cannot pro- 


perly omit here, — When the 
( celebrated Voltaire, ſays he, was 
e in England, he waited upon 
« Corgreve, and paſs'd him ſome 
« Compliments as to the Reputa- 
« tion and Merit of his Works, 
« —Corgreve thank'd him, but 
«© at the ſame Time told that in- 


„ genious Foreigner, be did not 


« chuſe to be conſider d as an Au- 

« thor, but only as a private Gen- 

c tleman, Jas 

ce pected to be viſited, Voltaire an- 

« ſwered, That if. he bad never 

been any Thing but a private 
4 Gentleman, in all Probability be 


« bad never been treubled ⁊uitb 


= © that Viſit. And obſerves in 
W © his own Account of the Tranſ- 
action, thit he was not a little 
© diſguſted with ſo unſeaſonable 
«a Piece of Vanity.“ 
= Towards the Cloſe of his Life 
be was much afflicted with the 
W Gout, and making a Tour to 


Bath, for the Benefit of the Wa- 


ters, was unfortunately overturn- 
ed in his Chariot, by which it is 
zuppos'd he got ſome inward 
Bruiſe, as heever after complain - 
ed of a Pain in his Side, and on 
his Return to- London, continued 
gradually declining in his Health, 
till the Igth of Zan, 1729, when 


follow, 


in that Light ex- 


CO | 
he died, aged 57, at his Houfe 


in Surry-Street, in the Strand, 
and on the 26th following was 


buried in Veſiminſter- Abbey, the 


Pall being ſupported by Perſons 

of the firſt Diſtinction. | 
His dramatic Pieces are ſeven 

in Number, and their Titles as 


1. Double Dealer. C. 5 
2. Judgment of Pak Is. Maſqz 
3. Love for Love. C. 
4. Mourning Bride. T. 
8. Old Batchelor, C. 
. SEMELE, Oratorio. 
7. Way of the World, C. 
CoxoLLyY, Mr.—This Gen- 
tleman was of the Kingdom of 
Ireland, and a Student in the 
Temple. He wrote one unſuc- 
ceſsful Play, entitled, 
The Connoiſſeur. C. 


Coxeter in his Notes calls him 


Connol, but on what Authority I 
know not, 

ConsSTABLE, Mr. Francin— 
This Gentleman was the Editor 
of an anonymous Piece, entitled 

 PaATHOMACHIA, 

which however was not pub- 
liſhed till ſome Time after the 
Death of the Author, who ap- 
pears to have been a Friend of 
Mr, Confiable's, tho' that Gentle: 
man has not obliged the World 
with informing it what was his 
Name, 4 

Phillips and Winſtanley have, 
among their innumerable Miſ- 
takes, aſcribed this Piece to An- 
thony Brewer, | : 

Cook, Mr. Foba,——Of this 
Author no farther Account is ex- 
tant, than that he wrote in King 
James I's Time, and obliged the 
World with one Play, entitled, 

GREEN's tu quogue, O. 

Cook E, Eczuard, Eſq; —O 
this Gentleman Langhaine, &c. 
make no farther Mention than 

TH}. that 


CO 
that he wrote in King Charles IT's 
Time, and was Author of one 
dramatic Piece, viz. 


Love's Triumph, T. C. 


Coxeter, in his MS, takes No- 


tice of a Tranſlation of le 
Grand's Divine Epicurus, or the 
Empire of Pleoſure over the Vir- 
tues, by one Edvard Cooke, Eſq; 
from the Date cf which, being 
publiſhed in 1676, it is probably 
the Work of this Author. 
Cook, Mr. Thomas, —This 
Gentleman, who for any thing 
I know to the contrary, is ſtill 
living, was born at Braintree in 
Eſſex, and educated at Feſſted 
School in the ſame County, about 
the Year 1707; —He muſt have 
made a very rapid Progreſs in Li- 
terature, for in 1726, at which 
Time he was only nineteen Years 
of Age, he gave the World a 
very correct Edition of the Works 


of the famous Andrew Marvel, 


prefixed to which is a Life of the 
Author.— This Work he dedi- 
eated to the Earl of Pembroke, who 
being much delighted with the 
Learning and Abilities of ſo young 
a Writer, became a very warm 
Patron to him (as he had before 
been to the great Mr, Locke, ) 
and even wrote ſeveral of the 
Notes to his 'Tranſlation of He- 
fiod, which he publiſhed 1728.— 
Beſides theſe Mr. Cooke has ob- 
liged the Public with a Tranſla- 
tion of Cicero de Natura Deorum, 
and of the Comedies of Terence, 
and prepared an Edition and Tran- 
ation of Plautus alſo, the Am- 
trion only of whom however 

he has hitherto publiſhed, —His 
Reputation and Merit therefore 
as a claſſieal Writer are apparent- 
ly great —Which is more than I 
can venture to ſay of him as a 
dramatic Author.— Vet as he has 
launched into that Path we can- 
not refuſe his Pieces a Place 


. Mottley, in writing a Farce, called, | 


trace nothing farther than that 


ſhire, —He was intended for the 


C O 
here, tho' they met with no Syc. 
ceſs at the Time they appeare 
— Their Titles are as follow, * 

1, AL BI ON. Maſque, 

2. Eunuch, F. 

3. Love the Cauſe and Curt of 
„ | 

4. Mournful Nuptials, T, 

5. Triumphs of Love and Th. 
pon. I. | 

He was alſo concerned with Mr, 


Penelope, e 
of which ſee more particularly in 
its proper Place, in the former 
Part of this Work. 

Coor ER, Mrs. — Of this Lady, 
who is ſtill living, and whom ve 
muſt rank among the Female Ge. 
niuſes of this Kingdom, I can 


ſhe is the Widow of one Mr. 
Cooper, an Auctioneer, that ſhe 
was the Editor of a Work, en- 
titled the Muſes Library, and Au- 
thor of one Comedy, entitled 
Rival Widows, C. 
Corey, Mr, Jobn.— All that 
is recorded of this Gentleman 
is that he lived in King Charles 
II's Reign, and ſent forth irt 
theWorld a dramatic Piece, which 
is entirely a Compilement, or n- 
ther Plagiary from other Au- 
thors.— The Title of it is, 
The Generous Enemies. C. 
Cox EY, Jobn.— This Gentle- 
man has been, by ſome of the 
Writers, confounded with the 
laſt- mentioned one, —But js in- 
deed quite another Perſon, having 
flouriſhed in Queen Anne's and 
King George It's Reigns,—He 
was deſcended from an ancient 
Family in Cormevall, but was him- 
ſelf born at Barnfaple in Devo: 


Study of the Law, and to that 
Purpoſe was enter'd of Nez-1m; 
but having a theatrical Turn, and 
preferring the Oratory of the 

Stege 
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Seage to that of the Bar, he did 
not long continue there, before 
he turned Player, which Profeſ- 
ſion he followed for twenty Years, 
to the Time of his Death, which 
happened about 1721, Yet it 
is probable he might have made 
2 more conſpicuous Figure in the 
Walk of his firſt Deſtination ; 
for tho' he was acknowledged to 
be a juſt and ſenſible Speaker, 
yet being but low 1n Stature, 
and his Voice none of the beſt, 
he was ever obliged to work 
againſt the Stream, and labour 
with Difficulties which prevented 
his being held in any very high 
Eſtimation in a Profeſſion which, 
of all others, requires the greateſt 
Number of Perfections, and to 
arrive at Excellence in which a 
Perſon ought not to be deficient 
in any one Advantage that either 
Nature or Art can beſtow, —He 
brought two dramatic Pieces on 
the Stage, whoſe Titles are as 
follow, | 7 

1. A Cure for Fealouſy, C. 

2. The Cre C. 

Corr, Sign. Angelo, —Of this 
Gentleman I know nothing more 
than that he was an ſralian Mu- 
fician, and that I have met with 
two Italian Operas, with his Name 
prefixed to them, performed at 
the King's Theatre in the Hay- 
market, —Their Titles are, 

Congueſt of the Golden Fleece. 

Ital.-Opera. 

HySI II E. Ital.-Op, 

Cor ros, Charles, Eſq;— This 
Centleman lived in the Reigns 


of Charles II. and James II. and 


reſided for the greateſt Part of 
his Life at Beresford in Stafford- 

're He wrote one dramatic 
Piece, or rather tranſlated it from 


the French of Corneille, for the 


Uſe of his Siſter Mrs, Stanhope 
Hutchinſon, to whom, when it 
was publiſhed, which was not 


Orr ISO ed a cs es A ee Pen eee ts 
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till many Years after the Writing 
of it, he thought proper to de- 
dicate it.— It is entitled, 

Horace, T. 
yet tho, on Account of this 
Piece, I have a Right to men- 
tion him as a dramatic Writer, 
yet his principal Fame was found- 
ed on his Merit as a burleſque 
Writer, in which Light he is 
ſo conſiderable as to ſtand even 
in Competition with the cele- 


brated Author of Hud:braſs him- 


ſelf.—His moſt celebrated Poem 
of this Kind is his Scarronides, 
or Traveſtie of his firſt and fourth 
Books of the Æneid. But althoꝰ 
from the Title one would be apt 
to imagine it an Imitation of 
Scarron's famous Traveſtie of the 


ſame Author, yet, on an Exami- 


nation, it will be found greatly 
to excel not only that, but every 
Attempt of that Kind hitherto 
made in any Language.—He has 
alſo tranſlated ſeveral of Lucian's 
Dialogues in the ſame Manner, 
under the Title of the Scoffer 
ſcoff d. — And written another 
Poem of a more ſerious Kind, 
called the Wonders of the Peak. 
The exact Period of either Mr, 
Cotton's Birth or his Death, are 
not any where to my Knowledge 
recorded, but it is probable the 
latter happen'd about the Time 


of the Revolution.— Neither is 


it better known what his Circum- 
ſtances wer with reſpect to For- 
tune; they appear however to 
have been eaſy, if one may form 
any Judgment from the Turn of 


his Writings, which ſeems to be 


ſuch as it is ſcarcely poſſible any 


one could indulge in, whoſe Mind 


was not perfectly at Eaſe.— Vet 
there is one Anecdote in relation 
to him, which I cannot avoid re- 
lating, and which ſeems to ſhew 
that his Vein of Humour could 
not reſtrain itſelf on any Confi- 
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deration, viz. that in Conſe- 
quence of a fingle Couplet in his 
Firgil traveſtie, wherein he has 
made mention of a pecular Kind 
of Ruff worn by a Grandmother 
of his, who lived in the Peak, 
he loſt an Eftate of four hundred 
Pounds per Annum, the old Lady, 
whoſe Humour and teſty Diſpo- 
fition he could by no Means have 
been a Stranger to, never being 
able to forgive the-Liberty he had 
taken with her, and having her 
Fortune wholly in her own Diſ- 
poſal, altho' ſhe had before made 
him her ſole Heir, alter'd her 
Will, and gave it all away to an 
abſolute Stranger. | . 
CowLtey, Mr. Abraham, — 
This excellent Poet was the Son 
of a .Grocer near the End of 
Chancery-Lane, in Fleet-Street, 
London, at which Place our Au- 
thor was born in the Year 1618, 
His Mother, thro" the Intereſt 
of ſome Friends, procur'd him 
to be admitted a King's Scholar 
in Weftminfter School, where his 
Inclination and Genius for Poetry 
ſhewwed itſelf very early, for Lang- 
e G:ldon, and all the 
other Writers ſay that he wrote the 
tragical Hiſtory of Pyramus and 
 Thiſbe at ten Years old, at twelve 
that of Conflantia, and that at 
thirteen he publiſhed a Collection 
of Poems under the Title of 
Poetical Bloſſoms ; Cibber however, 
in Oppoſition to them all, does 
not ſpeak of the Publication of 
this Collection till his fixteenth 
 Year,which I cannot help think- 
ing the moſt probable Account, 
-—But one Thing extreamly re- 
markable in him was, that with 
ſo. extraordinary a natural Genius, 
be had fo ne Ay a Memory 
0 


that his Teachers could never 


bring him to retain even the com- 


n n Rules of Grammar. So 
that had he not formed the moſt 


CO 
intimate Acquaintance with th 
Books themſelves from which 
thoſe Rules are drawn, he could 
never have been Maſter of they, 
In 1636 he was elected a Scho. 
lar of Trinity Colledge, Cambridg, 
and removed to that Univerfit, 
Here he went thro” all his Ex. 
erciſes with a remarkable Degree 
of Reputation, and at the ſane 
Time muſt have purſued his 
Poetical Turn with great Eager. 
neſs, as it appears that the greateſ 


Part of his Poems were written 


before he left the Univerſities, 
— He had taken his Degree of 
Maſter of Arts before 1643, when 
in Gonſequence of the turbulent 
Times, he, among many other, 
was ejected from the College; 
whereon retiring to Oxford, he 
enter'd himſelf, of St, os 
College, and that very Year, 
under the Denomination of a 
Scholar of Oxford, publiſhed a S3. 
tire called the Puritan and the Pa- 
piſt.— It is apparent however, that 
he did not remain very long at 
Oxford, for his Zeal to the Royal 
Cauſe engaging him in the Ser. 
vice of the King, who was very 


ſenfible of his Abilities, and by 


whom he was frequently employ- 
ed, he attended his Majeſty in 
many of his Journies and Expe- 
ditions, and gain'd not only that 
Prince's Eſteem, but that of ma- 
ny other great Perſonages, and 
in particular of Lord Fa!klars, 
one of the principal Secretaries of 


State, 


During the Heat of the Civil 
War he was ſettled in the Earl of 
St, Alban's Family, and whe 
the Queen Mother was obliged to 
retire into France he accompanied 


her thither, labour'd ſtrenuouſ) 


in the Affairs of the Royal Fa- 
mily, undertook ſeveral very dan- 
gerous Journeys on their Account, 


and was the principal Inſtrumeat 


in maintaining an epiſtolary Cor- 
reſpondence between the King 
and Queen. f . 

In the Vear 1656 it was judg- 
ed proper that Mr. Coroley ſhould 
come over to England, and under 
P:etence of Privacy and Retire- 
ment give Notice of the Situa- 


tion of Aﬀaizs in this Kingdom to 


& thoſe by whom he was employed. 
= —Soon after his Arrival how- 


ever he was ſeiz'd, in the Search 


= after another Gentleman of con- 
= ſigerable Note in the King's Par- 
tr; but altho' it was thro*' Mif- 
take that he was taken, yet when 
the Republicans found all their 
Attempts of every Kind to bring 
him over to their Cauſe proved 
ineffectual, he was committed to 
a ſevere Confinement, and it was 
even with conſiderable Diſhculty 


that he obtained his Liberty, 


= when, venturing back to France, 
W he remained there in his former 
Situation, till near the Time of 
the King's Return, 


Soon after the Reſtoration he 


became poſſeſs'd of a very compe- 
tent Eftate, thro* the Favour of 
his principal Friends the Duke of 
Butingham, and the Earl of St. 
Albans, and being now upwards 
of forty Years of Ape, he took 
vp a Reſolution to paſs the Re- 
mainder of a Life, which had 
been a Scene of Tempeſt and 
Tumult, in that Situation which 
had ever been the Object of his 
Wiſhes, a ſtudious Retirement, — 
His Eagerneſs to get out of the 
Buſtle of a Court and City, made 
him leſs careful than he might 
have bcen in the Choice of a 
healthful Habitation in the Coun- 
try, by which Means he found 
his Solitude from the very Be- 
einnisg, ſuit leſs with the Con- 
ſtitution of his Body than with 
bis Mind.— His firſt Rural Reſi- 
dence was at Barn Em, a Place 


CO 


which lying low, and being 
near a large River was ſubject to 
variety of Breezes, from Land 
and Water, and liable in the 
Winter Time to great In-onve- 
nience from the Dampneſs of the 
Soil, —The Conſequences of this 
Me. Coroley too ſoon experienced, 
by being ſeized with a dangerous 
and lingering Fever. — On his Re- 


covery from this he removed to 


Chertſcy, a Situation not much 
more healthful, where he had 
not long been before he was ſeiz- 
ed with another confuming Diſ- 
eaſe.— Having languiſh'd under 
this for ome Months, he at 
length got the better of it, and 
ſeem'd pretty well recover'd from 
its bad Symptoms; when one 
Day, in the Heat of Summer of 
1667, ſtaying too long in the 
Fields to give ſome Directions to 
his Labourers, he caught a moſt 
violent Cold, which was attended 
wich a Defluxion and Stoppage in 
his Breaſt, which for Want of 
timely care, by treating it as a 
common Cold, and refuſing Ad- 
vice till it was paſt Remedy, took 
him off the Stage of Life on the 
28th of July in that Year, being 
the 49th of his Age, and on the 
34 of Auguſt following he was 


interr'd in Weſimis ſter-Abbey, near 


the Aſhes of Chaucer and his be- 
loved Spencer. | ; 

Mr. Coꝛoley, as a Writer, had 
perh:ps as much Fire and Ima- 
gination as any Author of the 
Engliſp Nation; his Wit is ge- 
nuine and natural; but then his 
Verſification is frequently irregu- 
lar, rough and incorrect, and the 
Redundancy of his Fancy out- 


running the Power of his Ex- 


preſſion; this latter appeafs ſome- 
times puerile, and even flat and 
inſipid.—— Vet theſe Faults are 
certainly excuſable, when we con- 
ſider at how early a Time of Life 
+ 4 4 | almoſt 
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CO 
almoſt all his Pieces were written. 
Had he lived in a leſs perplexed 
Period of our Hiſtory, or been 
himſelf leſs principally concerned 
in the Tranſactions of the Period 
he did live in, we perhaps might 
have met with greater Pleaſure 
from thoſe Writings which he 
might have produced at a more 
advanced Age, when the Judg- 
ment, being arriv'd at greater Ma- 
turity, could have held a tighter 
Rein over the rapid and unruly 
Courſers of Imagination. —It is 
evident that Fancy was his prin- 
cipal Directreſs, and by a kind of 
Sympathy with Writers of the 
ſame Diſpoſition, he became in- 
voluntarily a Poet.—He tells us 
himſelf, that his Admiration of 
Spencer, whom he had read over 
before he was twelve Vears old, 
firſt inſpir'd him with an Incli- 
nation for Poetry; and what Wri- 
ter has Imagination equal to Sen- 
cer? And we are alſo told that 
his accidentally meeting with the 
Works of Pindar, the moſt ex- 
alted Genius for the Flights of 
Fancy among the Ancients, led 
him into that Pindarigue Way of 
Writing, in which, however faulty 
he may ſometimes be in Reſpect 
to Numbers, he has never yet 

Leen excelled in the Force of his 
Figures, and the Sublimity of his 
Stile and Sentiments. 

As a Man, in his public Ca- 
pacity, he was active and diſ- 
cerning, of the ſtricteſt Integrity, 
and moſt unſhaken Loyalty.—In 
his private Life, he was eaſy of 
Acceſs, gentle, polite and modeſt, 
generous in his Diſpoſition, tem- 
perate in his Life, devout and 
pious in his Religion, a. ſocial 
Companion.and a fincere Friend. 
—Or, to ſum: up his Character in 
a few Words, we need only re- 


_ , peat the Words of his Maſter 


King Charles II. who on the | 


C O 
* News of his Death declar'd tha 
* Mr. Cowley had not left a bet. 
„ter Man behind him in Ex. 
© land. —It is moreover one of 
the peculiar Advantages of exalt. 
ed Virtue, that even bad Men 
reverence it, and are pleaſed ty 
draw ſome Honour to themſelves 
by paying Tribute to it: A Mony. 
ment therefore was erected to the 
Memory of Coꝛoley, by Gerg: 
Villers, Duke of Buckingham, in 
1675. His dramatic Works, 
which however are thoſe of all 
his Writings the leaſt efteen'd, 
are four in Number, their Titles 
are as follow, | 
1. Cutter of COLEMAN Sire, 
Com. 
2. Guardian, C. | 
3. Love's Riddle. Paſt.-C. 
4. Naufragium Foculare. C. 
Cox, Mr. Robert. — This Au 
thor, if he has a Right to be 
called by that Title, was an ex. 
cellent Comedian, who lived in 
the Reign of King Charles I.— 
But when the Ringleaders of the 
Rebellion, and the pretended Re- 
formers of the Nation, among 
other Acts of puritanical Zeal 
ſuppreſs'd the Repreſentations df 
the Theatre, this Performer was 
compelled for a Livelihood t 
betake himſelf to the making 
of Drolls or Farces, which were 
in general nothing more than be- 
lect Scenes of Humour from ſome 
of the Plays which had been the 
greateſt Favorites, put together 
without any Order, Regularity or 
apparent Deſign, —Theſe Drolls 


he found Means of getting l- 


cenced, or rather connived at by 
the Legiſlature, and perfarm's, B 
it were by Stealth, under tl 
Sanction of Ropedancing, at tht 
Red-Bull Playhouſe, and in Coult 
try Towns at Wakes and Fairs— 
A large Collection of them wer 


bliſhed after the Reſtoration b 
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Kiriman; for ſome Account of 
which, and the Plays they were 


ſelected from, lee the firſt Volume 


of this Work under the Title of 
W1TTs, or Sport upon Sport, 
There is another Collection pub- 
liſhed, as a ſecond Part to the 
former, the Pieces in which are 
ſuppoſed by Kirkmanto have been 
originally written by Cox, and 
' which conſiſts of the following 
Interludes, excepting only the 
firſt, which 1 believe is known 
to be his, viz. 5 
1. Ac ON and DANA. 
Interl. I 

2. AHASUERUSAard ESTHER, 

3. Black Man, Inter, 

4. DIHILO axd GRANIDA., 

Ditto. 2 
5. King SOLOMON's Wiſdom. 
6. PRILE Tus and CoNST AN- 
TIA, | 

7, VENUS and ADONIS, 

In theſe Kind of . Drolis he 
uſed to perform the principal 
Parts himſelf, and that ſo well, 
that he was a great Favourite, 
not only in the Country, but alſo 
at London, and in the Univerſities 
themſelves. And Langbaine re- 
lates the following humourous 
Anecdote' of him, (which- proves 


kim to have been a very natural 


| Performer,) that once after he 
had been playing the Part of 
Sirpleton the Smith, in his own 
Diana and Adiævn, a real Smith 
of ſome Eminence in thoſe Parts 
who ſaw him a&, came to him, 
and offer'd to take him as his 
22 and even to allow 
im Twelve-pence a Week more 
than the cuſtomary Wages. | 
CrRauFurD, David, Eſq;— 
This Gentleman was a North 
Briton, of Dumfoy in the Weſtern 
Part of Scotland, and was Hiſto- 
tiographer for that Kingdom to 
Queen, Anne. He wrote two 


C O 


Plays, whoſe Titles were as fol- 


low, 
1. Courtſhip Alamode, Com. 
2. Love at firſt Sight. Com. 
The firſt of theſe Pieces he 
left to the Care of Mr. Pinketh- 
mas the Comedian to publiſh, his 


Affairs calling him into his own 


Country juſt as it was about to 
be acted. | | 

His other Writings are, a Set of 
Love Epiſtles in Verſe, in Imita- 
tion of Ovid, and entitled Owidiys 
Britannicas, being an Intrigue be- 
tween two Perſons of Quality; 
Three Novels, in one Volume 
8vo. and ſome /Memorrs of the Af. 
fairs and Revolutions of Scotland. 

Cr1s?, Mr.—I know nothing 
farther of this Gentleman than 
that he is a living Writer, to 
whom F7&or, in his Hiſtory of 
the Stage, has attributed a Tra- 


gedy, which was acted in 1754 


at Drury. Lane Theatre, but pub- 
liſhed without any Author's Name, 
entitled, - 
VIIGINTIA. T. | 
CrRowne, Mr. Fobn.—Thas 
Genileman was the Son of an in- 
dependant Miniſter in that Part 
of America called Nova Scotia, but 
whether born there or not is net 
apparent, —He received his Edu- 
cation however in that Climate, 
the rigid Manners of which how= 
ever not altogether ſuiting with 
the Vivacity of his Genius, he 
determined to quit that Country 
and ſeek his Fortune in England. 
— - at his firſt Arrival here, 
his Neceſfities compell'd him 
to accept of an Office ſtill more 
formal and diſguſttul than even 
his Situation in America, —This 
was no other than the being Gen- 


tleman-Uſher to an old Indepen- 


dent Lady of Quality. Soon 
weary of this. diſagreeable Drud- 
gery, he had Recourſs to his Pen 
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co 
for Support; and as neither the 
Preciſeneſs of his Education, nor 
the Diſtreſs of his Circumſtances 
could ſuppreſs the Fire of his 
Genius, his Writings, which 
were in the dramatic Way, ſoon 
render'd his Abilities known to 
the Town and Dourt.— When, 
as it appears, -fortunately for 
him, the Earl of Rocbeſter, whoſe 
Enmity to Dryden made him 
readily ſnatch at any Opportunity 
of mortifying him, prevail'd on 
the Queen to lay her Commands 
on Crowne, in Preference to that 
Poet, for the writing of a Maſque, 
to be performed at Court, which 
he executed under the Title of 
Caliſto. 1 

That it was not from any pe- 
culiar Regard to our Author him- 
ſelf that Lord Rocheſter urged this 
Nomination is very evident, for 
at no greater Diſtance than two 
Years afterwards, the great Suc- 
ceſs of Mr. Crotone s two Trage- 
dies of the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, 
excited the Envy of that Noble- 


fevere an Enemy as he had ap- 
peared to be a warm Friend to 
him; nay he even endeavour'd 
'to do him Prejudice at Court, 
by informing the King of his 
Deſcent and Education, which 
however his Majeſty was ſo far 
from paying any Regard to, that 
ke even treated the Informer with 
that Contempt ſo mean an Inſi - 
nuation juſtly merited, —— Mr, 
Crowne was now highly in Favour 
at Court, and particularly with 
the King, as indeed any one might 
be who contributed to his Plea- 
ſures, and it is well known that 
Charles II. was ever peculiarly 
fond of theatrical Amuſements, 
The Favours he received from 
this Monarch, added to the natu- 
ral Gaiety of his Temper, in- 
duced him to join with the Tory 


man ſo far, as to make bim as 


CO. 
Party; in Conſequence of which 
he wrote a Comedy called the 
City Politics, in which the big 
were ſeverely ſatirized-— When 
written he found much Difficulj 
in getting it repreſented, the op- 
poſite Party, and particularly I. od 
Arlington, the Lord Chamberlain, 


Who was ſecretly in the Whig In- 


tereſt, endeavouring all they couli 
to get it ſuppreſs'd. — At lf 


however, by the immediate Com. 
mand of the King himſelf it 


was brought on the Stage, bit 
tho' even the contrary Party ac. 
knowledged it to be a gocd Ply, 
it created Mr, Crozone a great 
many Enemies, which Circum- 
ſtance, added to the Precarioufnes 
of theatrical Emoluments induced 
him to apply to the King for 
ſome Poſt that might ſecure hin 
from Diſtreſs for the Remainder 
of his Life. — This his Majeſty 
readily promiſed him, but inſiſte] 
on our Author's writing one Co- 
medy more before he took Leare 
of the Muſes, and to obviate all 
Objections which he made of be. 
ing at a Loſs for a Plot, &c. put 
into his Hands, by Way of: 
Ground Work, a Spaniſh Play 
called Non puede eſſer.—On this 
Mr. Crowne immediately ſet tu 
work, and altho', when he had 
proceeded ſome Length in it, ht 
found that it had been befere 
tranſlated, under the Title of 
Tarugo's Wiles, by Sir Thom 
St. Serfe, and had even been 
damn'd in the Repreſentation, yet 
he proceeded in his .Plan, and 
produc'd his very excellent Co- 
medy of Sir Courtly Nice, —And 
now he ſeem'd to be at the very 
Summit of his Hopes being gri- 
tified in the Performance of the 
King's Promiſe, when lo! in an 
Inſtant an unfortunate Accident 
intervened to daſh them al: at 


once, and tumble down the * 
. | to 


CO 


5 bric which he had been rearing ! 
his was no leſs than the ſud- 
0 den Death of the King, who 


uas ſeized with an Apoplectic 


3 Fit, on the Day of its laſt Re- 


3 hearſal, and tho' he did indeed 


revive from it, died in three Days 
= afterwards, leaving our unfortu- 
nate Bard plung'd in the Depth 
of Diftreſs and Diſappointment, 

= What were the particular Oe- 
= currences of Mr. Crozore's Life 
W after this great Loſs, I have not 
been able to trace; but it is moſt 
propable that writing for the 


| Stage became his ſole Support, as 


ve find beſides the Play on which 
his Expectations were thus fix'd, 


and which was play'd at that 
EZ Time with great Succeſs, (as in- 
BZ deed it has ever fince been on 
every Revival of it) that he wrote 
EZ five others, the laſt of which 


55 made its firſt Appearance in 1698. 
How long he lived afterwards is 


= uncertain, for altho' Coxeter, in 


his Notes, informs us that he 
was living in 1703, no Writer 
has pretended to aſſign the abſo- 
lute Date of his Death.—lIt is 
= probable however, that he did 
== not long ſurvive that Period, and 


ve are told by Jacob that he 
vas buried in St. Gz/es's in th 


Fields. | 

= As a Man he ſeems to have 
= poſiels'd many amiable and ſo- 
| cial Virtues, mingled with great 


Vivacity and Eafineſs of Diſpoſi- 


7 tion,—As a Writer his numerous 
= Works bear ſufficient Teſtimony 
ot his Merit, —His chief Excel- 


5 | lence lay in Comedy, yet his Tra · 


gedies are far from contemptible. 


I | —His Plots are for the moſt Part 


bis own Invention, his Cha- 
ncters are in general ſtrongly co- 
5 lour'd and highly finiſhed, and 
his Dialogue lively and ſpirited, 
& *ttentively diverſified, and well 
adapted to the ſeveral Speakers. 


CU 


So that on the whole he may 


aſſuredly be allowed to ſtand at 


leaſt in the third Rank of our 
dramatic Writers, | 


The Pieces he has left behind 


him are ſeventeen in Number, 
and their Names are as follow. 
1. Ambitious Stateſman. T. 

2. ANDROMACHE. T. 

3. CALIGVULA. T. 

4. CALIISs TO. Maſque. 

5, CaarLEs the Eigoth of 

France, Trag. a 
6. City Politicks, C. 
7. Country Wit. C. 


8. Dax Ius, X. of Perſia. T. 


9. Deſtruction of Feruſalem. T. 
in two Parts. 
10. Engliſh Fryars, C. 
11. HENRY VII. Tr. two 
2 Parts. ; 


LAND, T. C. 

13. Married Beau. C. 

14. Reels. 1. 

15. Sir Cour TLY Nice, C. 
- 10, TxYnoaTHhy Bo: 
17. TITUS ANDRONICUSs 
| Trag. | | 
CuMBERLAND, Richard, Eſq; 
—Of this Gentleman I know 


nothing further than that he is 


Rill living, and enjoys ſome Poſt 
under the Government. He 
wrote the Prologue and Epilogue 
to Mr. Bentley's Comedy of the 


Wiſhes, and has publiſhed in a 


very pompous Manner in Quarto, 
a Tragedy of his own writing, 
but which was never acted, en- 
titled, | | 
The Ban'ſhment of CIER Oo 
Trag. Vid. Vol. I, Ars 
: PENDIX, OS 
CuTTs, Fohn,—Of this Gen- 
tleman I know nothing further 
than that his Name ſtands as an 
Author in the Title Page of one 
dramatic Piece, entitled; 
Rebellian defeated, Trag. 


D. D. 


12. JULIANA, Princeſs of Po- 
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D. Gent. — Theſe Initials 1 
find no where but in the 
Britiſd Theatre, the Author of 
which, has attributed them to a 
Tranſlator of Cuarini's Paſtor Fido 
ſome time in the ſeventeenthCen- 
tury, tho' without any particular 
Date, the Tranſlation has aflign'd 
to it the Engliſh Title of, 
The Faithful Shepherd, Paſt, 
Com, 

D. I.—Theſe Initials ftand 
equally in the Title Pages of two 
ſeveral dramatic Pieces; but as 
they are of very different Kinds, 
and thirteen Years Diſtance in 
their Dates, it is ſcarcely pro- 
bable they ſhould be both the 
Work of the ſame Author, Their 
Titles are, 18 

1. Hell's High Court of Fuſtice. 

2. The Mall. Co 
Langbaine tells us that the laſt 
Vas aſcribed by Dr. Hyde, the 
Proto-bibliothecarius, or upper Li- 
brarian of one of the Univerſi- 
ties, to Mr. Dryden, but as it is 
probable the Doctor might have 
no ſtronger Foundation for his 
Conjecture than the mere Corre- 
ſpondence of the Letters I. D. 
with the Words John Dryden ; I 
am apt to join in Opinion with 
Langbaine, that the Diflimilarity 
of Stile, eſpecially in the Epiſtle 
Dedicatory, in which Mr, Dry- 
den's Manner was in general 
wery charaQeriſtic, is an Argu- 
ment-ſufficiently ſtrong againſt the 
too peremptorily giving the Ho- 
nour or aſcribing the Diſgrace of 
being the Author of it to that 
very celebrated Writer. 

D. R. Gent.— Theſe two Let- 
ters are prefixed to a Play written 
in King Cbarles Iſt's Time, en- 
titled, | 
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A Nero Trick to cheat the h.. 
vil. C. 

D. T. — Under theſe Letten 
there is a Play in Print, call, 
The Bloody Banguet. T, 

In ſome of the old Catalogy 
however, the ſame Play is atin, 
buted to one Tbemas Baſker, 
Dar.ToNn, The Rev, Dr. 
This ingenious Gentleman is, ] 
believe, ſtill living. He vn 
formerly Tutor or Governor 5 
the only Son of Algernoor Seymy, 
late Duke of Somerſet, a very hop: 
ful and promiſing young Gentk. 


man, whoſe Death in the Bloom 


of Youth and ExpeCtation flank 
on Record in a very affeQin 


Manner, in two Letters on thi 


Occaſion, written by his afflide 
Mother the Counteſs of Hertfol, 
afterwards Ducheſs of Some, 


and which have fince her Death 


been publiſhed in ſome of the p. 
riodical Papers. But to return to 


Dr. Dalton; his Claim to a Men 
tion in this Work is his havingal 


ter'd and rendered more fit for an. 
matic Execution, Milton's admin. 
ble Maſque at Ludloæv Caſtle, which 
this Gentleman has conſiderably 
extended and rendered dramatic, 
not only by the Inſertion of ft. 
veral Songs and different Pi 
ſages ſelected from other of Mi- 
ton's Works, but alſo by tit 
Addition of ſeveral Songs ani 
Improvements of his own, ſo al. 
m1 ably adapted to the Mannerd 
the original Author of the Maſque, 
as by no Means to diſgrace tit 
more genuine Parts, but on tit 
contrary muſt greatly exalt out 
Ideas of Dr. Dalton's poetical a. 
bilities, — It has moreover hai 
the Advantage of being moſt ei- 
cellently ſet to Muſic by Dr. Aus 
and ſtands now on the regulit 
Lift of our dramatic Entertail- 
ments, under the Title of 


Comus, Maſque, 
| 1 cat 
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cannot omit mentioning, to 
his Centleman's great Honour, 
What, during the Run of this Piece, 
Wh. induſtriouſly ſought out a 
Paughter of Milton, whom he 
eard was not only in very low 
4 Circumſtances, but of ſo advanced 
Ws 


Wn Age as to be incapable of 


by > 


WW. .oviding for herſelf, and pro- 


| Wcurcd her a Benefit from this Play, 
ws the Profits of which to her it is 


id amounted to upwards of one 


, hundred and twenty Pounds, 
5 Daxczs, Mr. Jobn.— This 
th. author, who lived in the Reign of 


Por in Ireland, but whether he 


ing vas fo or not, it is certain that 
tht he lived a great Part of his Time 
Od zin that Kingdom, ——A bout the 
ond, EY ear 1670 he came over into 
„gland, and being perfect Maſter 
2h bf the French and Talian Lan- 
be. Wpuages, he tranſlated three dra- 
n to vatick Pieces from the Originals 


f three eminent Poets, viz, Taſ- 


1. , Corneille, and Quinault.— The 
in» Pieces are as follow, : 

in. 1. Ac Ir A, King of ALBA, 
ich Trag. 55 
ably WES 2. AuvN TA. Paſt, 

ch 4. Nicomepe, T. C. 

fe. Langbaine has given us this Au- 
Pi. i rhor's Name Dancer, alias, 
Vi Davxc v, but whence the Doubt 


oncerning his Name ariſes 1 


ani WWW now not, unleſs from the Irre- 
al. olarity of Spelling which was 
r of ien way to at the Time this 
que, Ventleman wrote, 


DANIEL, Mr, Samue!.—This 


the CA entleman, who ſtands in high 
ou: r timation among the Writers of 

| - be Age he liv'd in, both as a 
2 


: 'oet and an Hiſtorian, flouriſhed 
a the Reigns of — Elixa- 
erb and King James I.—He was 
e Son of a Muſic Maſter, and 
ern near Taunton in Somerſetſhire, 
WB the Year 1562.—At 17 Years 


Cats 


Fl Farles II. is ſaid to have been 
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of Age he was admitted a Com- 
moner of Magdalen Hall Oxford, 
at which Place he continued for 
about the Space of three Years, 


during which Time, by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of an excellent Tutor and 


the Dint of great Aſſiduity and 
Application on his own Side, he 
made a very conſiderable Progreſs 
in all Branches of Academical 
Learning, —T hoſe which were of 
a graver Turn however not ſo 
well ſuiting his Genius, he ap- 
plied himſelf principally to Hiſ- 
tory and Poetry, which continued 
to be his Favourites during the 
Remainder of his Life, —At the 
Expiration of the abovemention- 
ed 'Term he quitted the Univer- 
fity, and came up to London, 
where his own Merit, and the 
Intereſt of his Brother-in-law, 
Fohn Florio, the celebrated Au- 
thor of an Italian Dictionary, re- 
commended him to the Favour of 
Queen Anne, King James Iſt's 
Conſort, who was pleaſed to con- 


fer on him the Honour of be- 


ing firſt Gentleman extraordinary 
and afterwards one of her Grooms 
of the Privy Chamber; which 
being a Poſt of very little Em- 
ployment, the Income of it en- 
abled him to rent a Houſe at a 
little Diſtance from London, which 
had a very fine Garden belonging 
to it, amongſt the ſolitary Amuſe- 
ments of which he is ſaid to 
have compoſed the moſt of his 
Plays, Towards the latter Part of 
his Life he quitted London en- 
tirely, and retired, according to 
Dr. Fuller, to a Farm near the 
Deviſes in Wiltſhire, but Wood 
fixes the Place of his Retreat at 
2 ry near Philips Norton 1n 


Somer ſetſhire, where he com- 
menc'd Farmer, and after ſome. 


Years ſpent in a healthful Exer- 
ciſe of that Employment, in the 


Service 
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Service of the Muſes and in reli- 
gious Contemplation he died in 
the Year 1619. | 

Such is the Sum of the Ac- 
counts given by different Authors 
of this Writer's Life. Vet there 
is an evident Confuſion in it 
which I cannot ſay I well know 
how to clear up with reſpe& to 
his Age at the Time of his 
Death, all the Authors ſeeming to 
be agreed in the Year when he 
died; nay, Mood has even given us 
a Copy of his Monumental Inſcrip- 
tion, which affixes a Date to his 
Death: and yet Langbaine, Cildon, 
and Jacob, have all poſitively de- 
clared that he lived till neareighty 
Years of Age. Nor can account 
for this any otherwiſe, than by 
ſuppoſing that the two laſt have, 
without any Examination or even 


Reflection, copied the groſs Er- 


rors of the firſt, who has, in 
Concurrence with the Account 
given of him by Wood, abſolutely 
fixed his Birth in 1562, and his 


Death in 1619, at which Time 


he could have been only Fifty- 
ſeven, and yet immediately after 
aſſerted that he lived to four- 
ſcore Years of Age. —And even 


after all there is ſome Difficulty 


remaining, as we find a cor- 
rected Edition of his Clopa- 
tra greatly altered, and alſo one 
of the Viſion of the twelve God- 
deſſes, which is ſaid to be pub- 
liſhed by the Author from his 


_ own Copy, in Juſtification of 


himſelf, from a ſpurious Edition 
before printed without his Know- 
Jedge : both of which are dated 
in 1623.— But as the general 
Edition of his Works in 1623 
were publiſhed by his Brother 
Mr. John Daniel, it is poſſible 


_ theſe Alterations may have been 


from MS, Copies which he had 
himfelf prepared for the Preſs be- 
fore his Death, ſince it is ſcarcely 
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poſſible that Wood, who had fe 
his Monument, could have mii. 
taken the Date infcribed upon it, 
— The abovenamed Monument 
was erected to his Memory jy 
the Lady Arne Clifford, after. 
wards Counteſs of Pembroke, 9 
whom he had formerly been Tu. 
tor, and who was a very great 
Lover and Encourager of Lear. 
ing and learned Men, 

Bis dramatic Pieces, which 


however are not equal to fone 


other of his Poetical Work, 
and ſtill leſs ſo to his Hiſtor, 
which are yet held in very high 
Eſtimation, are the followiny 
F ive, VIV, | 
"7. CEROPATaR, . 
2. HyMEN's Triumph, Pal. 
Trag-Com. 
— T. 
4. Queen s ARCADIA, Pift, 
5. Viſion of the twelve Gb 
deſfes. 5 
He was alſo Poet Laureat 9 
King James I. in which Honour 
he was ſucceeded by the cel- 
brated Ben Fonſon, but in whit 
Year he himſelf was firſt pn. 
moted to the Laureat, I do nt 
find any Account recorded, 
Darcy, James, Eſq; — li 
Gentleman was a Native of tht 
County of Galway in Ire 
whether yet living or not I ca 
not pretend to aſſert.— But It 
has obliged the Public with tw 
dramatic Pieces, both of then 
performed at the Theatre Roi 
in Dublin.— Their reſpective I. 
tles are, | 
I, Lowe and Ambition, T. 
2. Orphan of VENIcR. I. 
 DavBrorN, alias DA BORN, 
The Rev. Mr. Robert. Tb 
the ſame Difference appears 1 
the Spelling of this. Author 
Name as in Mt, Dancers, befott 
mentioned, the laſt is certaitlf 


right, —He lived in the Ref 


BK... 
King Janes I. and had a liberal 


Education, being Maſter of Arts, 


but in what Univerſity he took 
| his Degree appears uncertain, 

He was alſo in holy Orders, and 
it is probable had a Living in 


Treland,—At leaſt it is apparent 


he was in that Kingdom, from 

a Sermon publiſhed by him on 

8 Zech. ii. 7. in the Year 1618. 

bvhich is ſaid in the Title-Page 

wo have been preached at Ta- 
terford —He wrote the two fol- 
lowing Plays, 

1. Cbriſian turn d Turk. T. 
2. Poor Man's Comfort. T. C. 
D'AvEN ANT, Charles, LL. D. 

his Gentleman was eldeſt Son 

of Sir William D' Avenant, the 

Poet Laureat, whom we are juſt 

about to mention, —He was edu- 

= cated at Baliol Colledge, Oxford, 

W where he was enter'd a Gentle- 

W man-Commoner, but leaving it 

W without taking a Degree there, 

had afterwards the Degree of 

Doctor of Civil Law conferr'd on 

him elſewhere, At his Father's 

Death, which happen'd in 1668, 

he ſucceeded to the Management 

W of the Theatre Royal in Drury 

Lane, in which however he did 

not long continue, —In 1685, he 

vas elected Burgeſs of St. Foes in 

Crmuall, and was at the Time of 


his Death rs owed General. of the 


Exports ard Imports of the Cuſlems, 
lle wrote one dramatic Piece, 
entitled, 8 . 
Cipct, Dram,-Op. 

= Coxeter, in his Notes, has affert- 
ed that he was enter'd Gentleman 
Commoner at Ball! Coll. in 1671, 
chat beſides the above-mentioned 
Place, he was a Commiſſioner of 
the Exciſe from 1679 to 1688, 
nnd that he died New. 6, 1714. 
ret theſe Particulars are 
not only contradictory to ſome 


aon FaRts, but even diſſonadt 
V each other. For belides that 


DA 
the Death of his Father, the Pr. 
riod of which is perfectly well 
known, and at which Time he 
became Manager of the Theatre, 
(a Poſt which requires the moſt 
ripened Judgment) was in 1668, 
three Years before the Time aſ- 
ſigned for his going firſt to the 
Univerſity, it is moreover ex- 
tremely improbable, that a Poſt 


of ſo much Conſequence and Dig - 


nity as that of Commiſſioner of 
the Exciſe ſhould be beſtowed on 
a Vouth who, by that Account, 
could be but juſt returned from 
Colledge. It is moſt likely 
therefore, the Date there men- 
tioned might be that of his re- 
ceiving the Dignity of Doctor of 
Laws. — Whether or not he was 
Commiſſioner of Exciſe. I know 
not, ſince it is not improbable 
that Charles IT, might beſtow that 
Place on the Son of one who 
had been ſo faithful a Servant 
to his Family as Sir Miliam; nor 
more unlikely that at the Revo- 
lution it might be taken from 
him for the very ſame Reaſon 


if fo, it is not unreaſonable tg 


imagine if Coxeter's Date of Pr. 
Daverant's Death is right (tho 
Whizcop, and after him Chetzvosd, 
in his Brit:fþ Theatre, have placed 
it about 1700) that, on Queen 
Anne's Acceſſion to the Throne; 
the Poſt he enjoyed in the Cuſ- 
toms might have been beſtowed 
on him by Way of Recempence 
for the Loſs df the other, 

Dau EN ANT, Sir FVilliam, 


Knt.—Tothis Gentleman, whoſe 
variegated Life I am now aboux 
to relate” the Circumſtances of, 


the Exgliſi Stage perhaps ſtands 
more deeply indebted than to 
any ather Writer of this Nation, 
with Reſpect to the Refinement 
of Poetry, and his zealous Ap- 


plication to the promoting and 


contributing towards thoſe ra- 
114 | tional 


PS he 
DD * 
as - 

«OS, 

* 


A FN ES I a Les an "2 
- - = 4 * * rr x * 2 EE. 
— 5 _ _— : OG 
— * * 8 95 — + 
; & — — * 5 . 5 * 4 
2 4 0 © . 1 - : ** * . 
* — — = — — 
— —U b ::.. — ett D. — — A 4 
1 _ - 2 —— — — — — — 


D A 


| tional Pleaſures, which. are fitteſt 


for the Entertainment of a civilized 


People. — And the greater ſhould 


His Merit be eſteemed in this 
Particular, fince not only the im- 
portant Affairs of the State, 
who'e Neceſſities demanded his 
Aſſiſtance, and of which he was 
no una ctive Member at a Period 
of great Confuſion and Perplexity, 
but even Confinement, and the 
Proſpect of Death itſelf, were in- 
ſufficient to abate his Ardor or 
leſſen his Diligence in the Cauſe 
of his darling Miſtreſſes the 
Moſes : For it is recorded of 
him, that when he was Priſoner 
in Cowes Caſtle, and on a pretty 
near Certainty (according to his 
own Expreſſion) of being hanged 
within a Week, he till purſued 
the Compoſition of his celebrated 
Poem of Gondibert, and even was 
Maſter enough of his Temper and 
Abilities to write a Letter to his 
Friend Hobbes, giving ſome Ac- 
count of the Progreſs he had made 
in it, and offering ſome Criti- 
ciſms on the Nature of that Kind 
of Poetry.—But to proceed more 
regularly in his Hiſtory. 

Our Author was a younger Son 


of Mr. John D' Avenart, who was 


a Citizen of Oxford, being a very 
ſubſtantial Vintner, and keeping 
a large Tavern, afterwards known 
by the Name of the Crown in 
that City; where he moreover, 
in 1621, attained to the Honour 
of being elected Mayor, —This 
Son was born at Oxford, in Feb. 
1605, and very early in Life gave 
Tokens of a lively and promiſing 


© Genius, —He received the Rudi- 


ments of Grammatical Learning 
from Mr. Edward Sylveſter, who 
kept a School in the Pariſh of 
All - Saints, Oxford, and in the 
Year 1621, being that of his Fa- 
ther's Mayoralty, he was enter'd 


a Member of Lincoln College in ſon, and for which Thomas Fo: 


DA 


that Univerſity, in order to com. 
pleat his academical Studies un- 
der Mr. Daniel Hough.——He, 
however he took no Degree, not, 
according to Hood's Opinion, 
made any long Reſidence, that 
Writer abſolutely informing us, at 
the ſame Time, that he ac. 
knowledges the Strength of his 
Genius, and even diſtinguiſhes 


him by the Title of the Sewer 


Swan of T/is, that he was never. 
theleſs conſiderably deficient in 
Univerſity Learning. | 
On his quitting the Univerſity, 
he became one in the Retinue of 
the magnificently diſpoſed Frarce 
Dutcheſs of Richmond, out of 
whoſe Family he removed into 
that of the celebrated Sir Hale 
Greville, Lord Brook, whoſe Hil. 
tory I have already recorded in 
it's proper Place.—But after the 
unhappy Death of that Nobleman 
in 1628, being now left without 
a Patron, altho* not in diftre{'l 
Circumſtances, it is probable that 
Views of Profit as well as Amuſe- 
ment, might . induce him to an 
Exertion of his Genius, as he in 


the enſuing Year produced his 


firſt Play, called Albovine, Xin 
of the Lombards, which met with 
great Succeſs, 

For the eight ſucceeding Years 
he paſt his Time in the Service 
of the Muſes, and a conſtant At- 
tendance at Court, where he was 
very much careſſed by all the 
great Wits there, among whom 
we find him in the cloſeſt Int. 
macy with the Earl of Durſt, 
Lord Treaſurer Maſton, and the 
accompliſhed Endymion Port, 
Eſq;—In Conſequence of this ex: 
tenſive perſonal Intereſt, and the 
peculiar Patronage of the Queen, 
he was in the Year 1637 pro- 
moted to the Laurel, which wi 
vacant by the Death of Ben Jet 


oo, 
good as his Competitor, —In the 
Life of that Poet the Reader will 


| find related the Reſentment he 


ſnewed on the Loſs of this Elec- 


tion; and it will equally appear 


in the Courſe of this Gentle- 


man's Hiftory, with what ardent 


Gratitude and unſhaken Zeal for 
the Cauſe of the Royal Family 


be repaid this Mark of their Eſ- 


teem for him. — For as ſoon as 
ever the Civil War broke out, he 


5 demonſtrated his Loyalty to the 
= King, not only in Word but Ac- 
tions. 


In May 1641, he was accuſed 


by the Parliament, of being con- 
= cerned in a Deſign for ſeducing 
the Army from their Adherence 
to the Parliamentary Authority 
= and a Proclamation being iſſued 


for the apprehending him and 0- 


wers engaged in that Deſign, he 


was ſtopped at Feverſpam, ſent 


: vp to London, and put under the 


Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. 
From hence, in the Month of 


= July following, he was bailed, 


and ſoon after found it neceſſary 


E for him to withdraw to France, — 


In this Attempt to fly, however, 


be was not much more ſucceſsful 


than in the former, reaching no 


& farther than Canterbury before he 


was again ſeized by the Mayor of 
that City, and obliged to under- 
go a very (tft Examination, 


Whether he, was put into Con- 


finement on this Occaſion, or 


| ſuffered to proceed on his Jour- 


ney, is a Point that his Biogra- 


8 phers have not render'd extremely 
E clear, but it is pretty evident that 


the Delay arifing from it was not 
a very long one ; as we find that 
he did at length join the Queen 
in France, where he ſtaid for 
ſome Time, till, accompanying 
ſome military Stores which that 
Princeſs ſent over for the Uſe of 


be Earl of Nequcaſtle, he was 


Ds 
entertained by his Lordſhip, whe 
had been his old Friend and Pa- 
tron, in the Station gf Lieute- 
nant-General of the Ordnance. 

In his military Capacity he ap- 
pears to have behaved well, for, 
at the Siege of Glouceſter in Sept. 
1643, he received the Honour of 
Knighthood from the King, as 


an Acknowledgment of his Bra - 


very and fignal Services.—But on 
the Declining of the King's Af- 
fairs, ſo far as to be beyond Re- 
trieval, Sir Villiam once more 
retired to France, where he 
changed his Religion for that of 
the Church of Rome, and remain- 
ed for a conſiderable Time with 
the Queen and Prince of Wales. 
—ÞPy them he was held in bigh 
Eſteem, and appears to have been 
entruſted with ſome important 
Negociations in 1646, and par- 


ticularly employed by the Queen 


in an Attempt, tho' an unſuce 
ceſsful one, to prevail on King 
Charles I. to comply with ſome 


temporizing Steps which ſhe con- 


ſidered as neceſſary to his Inter · 
eſts, | 

In 1650, an ingenious Project 
having been formed for ſending a 
ſelect Number of Artificers (par- 
ticularly Weavers) from France 
to Virginia, for the Improvement 
of that Colony, our Author, en- 
couraged to it by the Queen-Mo- 
ther, undertook the Conduct of 
this Expedition, and abſolutely 
embarked in the Proſecution of 
it from one of the Ports of Ner- 
mandy.,—But Fortune not being 
inclined to favour him, the Veſ- 
ſel had ſcarcely got clear of the 
French Coaſt, beiore ſhe fell in 
with, and was taken by, a Ship 
of War belonging to the Parlia- 
ment, who carried her into the 
Iſle of Wight. | | 

Sir William D' Avenant on this 
Occafion was confined for ſome 
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Time cloſe Priſoner to Coxpes Caſ- 


tle, and in the enſuing Year was 


ſent vp to the Tozver of | London, 
in Order to take his Trial before 
the High Court of Juſtice, 
During his Confinement, his 
Life was for a long Time kept in 


the utmoſt Suſpence and Danger; 


yet what is very remarkable, it 
had ſo little Effect on his natural 
Vivacity and Eafineſs of Diſpo- 
tion, that he ſtill with great 
Aſſiduity purſued his Poem of 
Gondibert, two Books of which 
he had written while in France. 
By what Means he eſcaped this 
impending Storm is not abſolute- 
ly apparent, —Some have attri- 
buted it to the Interpoſition of 
two Aldermen of Tork, to whom 
he had ſhewn ſome peculiar Ci- 
vilities when they had been taken 
Priſoners in the North by the 
Earl of Nerucaſtle's Forces; and 
others aſcribe his Safety to the 
Mediation of the great Milton.— 

Tho' the former of theſe Parti- 
culars may have ſome Founda- 
tien, and might be a concurrent 
Circumſtance in his Preſervation, 
* I cannot help thinking the 
latter moſt likely to have been 
the principal Inſtrument in it; as 
the immortal Bard was a Man 
whoſe Intereſt was moſt potent at 
that Time; as it is reaſonable to 
imagine a ſympathetic Regard 
for a Perſon of Sir Fi!lam's poe- 
tical Abilities, muſt plead ſtrong- 
ty in his Favour in ſo humane a 
Breaft as that of Milton, and 
point out to him that true Ge. 
ought to be confider'd of no Par- 
ty, but claims the Protection of 
af: And what ſeems to confirm 
this ts, that we find ten Years 
afterwards, when the latter was 
exactly in the ſame Predicament, 


He ſtood indebted for the ſame 


Protection to Sir Villlam, to 


whom therefore Mankind ought 


Milton, it is more than probable 
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to conſider themſelves as under 


double Obligations, ſince, but fy 
his Interceſſion for the Life gf 


the World would never have becg 
enriched with the nobleſt Poem 
in it. | | 

Be this however as it will, he 
was at length admitted to his Li. 
berty as a Priſoner at large; jet 
his Circumſtances being now con- 
fiderably reduced, he made a boli 
Effort towards at once redre(- 
ſing them, and redeeming the 
Public from that cynical and au- 
ſtere Gloom which had long hun; 
over it, occaſioned by the Sup. 
preflion of theatrical Amuſe. 
ments, ——He well knew that 
Theatre, if conducted with Skil 
and Addreſs, would ſtill find : 
ſafficient Number of Partizans th 
ſupport it; and having obtainel 
the Countenance of Lord bi. 
locke, Sir Fohn Maynard, and o- 
ther Perſons of Rank, who ven 
in Reality no Friends to the Cant 
and Hypocriſy which then þ 
ſtrongly prevailed, he got Per 
miſſion to open a Sort of Theatit 
at Rutland Houſe in Charter- Hoi 
Yard, where he began with 
Repreſentation which he callel 
an Opera, but was in Realiy 
quite a different Thing,—This 
meeting with Encouragement, be 
ſtill proceeded, till at length 
growing bolder by Succeſs, be 
wrote, and cauſed to be ated, 
feveral regular Plays, which, b 
che great Profits ariſing from 
them, perfectly anſwer'd the more 
important Part of his Deſign 
that of amending his Fortunes. 
Immediately after the Reſtors- 
tion of King Charles II. however 
which brought with it that. a 
the Britiſh Stage in a State dt 
unreſtrained Liberty, Sir Mili 
B' Averart obtained a Patent fot 
the Repreſentation of drami 


Pieces 
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Pieces, under the Title of the 
Duke's Theatre in Lincoln s-Inn- 
Fields, —The firſt Opening of this 


Theatre was with a new Play of 


his own, entitled the Siege of 
Rbedes, in which he introduced 
a zreat Variety of fine Scenes and 
beautiful Machinery. — And here 


it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
Fir William D' Avenant was the 
frſt Perſon to whom the Engliſh 
Z Stage is indebted for thoſe Deco- 
nations; which he brought over 
the Idea of from the Theatres in 
5 France, his long Reſidence in 
Which Country had greatly im- 
proved his Taſte, and induced 
bim to endeavour at a greater Re- 
. gularity in the Conduct, and a 
greater Correctneſs in the Lan- 
& guage of his Pieces, than the 
Manner of the dramatic Writers 
of his own Country had hitherto 


attained.— Nor could he, among 


other Improvements, omit thoſe 


of Decoration and Scenery, ſo ne- 


5 ceſſary for heightening the De- 
ception, on which ſo great a Part 


of our Pleafute in this Kind of 
Entertainments conſtantly de- 


W pends; in which we now e- 


ven greatly exceed our Neigh- 
bours; but which at that Time 


the Erg/i/þ Stage was fo barba- 


rouſly deficient in; for altho' it 
js true that, in the Reign of King 


dar I. we read of many dra- 


matic Entertainments, which 


| were accompanied with very rich 


Scenery, curious Machines and 


other elegant Embelliſhments, 


and the greateſt Part of them 


5 even conducted by that great Ar- 


chitect Inigo Janes, yet theſe were 
employed only in the Maſques and 
Plays repreſented at Court, and 
were much too expenſive for the 
little Theatres in which Plays 


W were then ated for Hire. —Thefe 
& Theatres were ſo numerous, there 
being generally fix or ſeven open 
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at once, and, (if I miſtake not, 
we are ſomewhere told, that there 
were at one Time no leſs than ſe- 
venteen Playhouſes ſubſiſting in 
London, ſmall as it then was in 
Compariſon to it's preſent Extent} 
and the Prices fo extremely low, 
that they could afford no farther 
Decorations to aſſiſt the Actor's 
Performance, or elevate the Spec- 
tator's Imagination, than bare 
Walls, coarſely matted, or at the 
beſt cover d with Tapeſtry, and 
nothing more than a Blanket or 
a Piece of coarſe Cloth by Way 
of a Curtain,—In this Situation 


were they in Shakeſpeare's Time, 


who, in ſome of his Chorufles, ſeems 
to have had an apparent Reference 
to it; and not much better does 
it appear to have been at any 
Period before the Reſtoration, at 
which Time Taſte and Luxury, 
Genius and Gallantry, Elegance 
and Licentiouſneſs, ſeem to have 
made a mingled Entry into theſe 
Kingdoms, under the Auſpices 
of a witty and wicked, a merry 
and miſchievous, Monarch. 
But to quit this Digreſſion. 

Sir William D' Avenant conti 
nued at the Head. of his Compa ! 
ny, which he afterwards removed 
to a ſtill larger and more magni- 
ficent Theatre built in Dorſet 
Gardens, till the Time of bis. 
Death, which happened on the 


17th of April, 1668, in the 64th 


Vear of his Age; and in two 


Days afterwards was interred in 


Meſiminſter-Abbey, very near his 
Rival for the Laurel, Tho. May, 
leaving his Son Dr. Charles D' A- 
venant, mentioned in the laſt 
Article, his Succeſſor in the Ma- 
nagement of the Theatre. —On 
his Grave-Stone is inſcribed, in. 
Imitation of Ben Fonſon's ſhot t 
Epitaph, the following Words, 
O rare Sir William Davenant ! 


BEV: Thus, 
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Thus, after paſſing thro” many 
Storms of Diftcuky and Adver- 
ſity, he at length ſpent the Evening 
of his Days in Eaſe and Serenity. 
——» While living be had the Hap- 
pineſs of being univerſally be- 
Joved, and at his Death was as 


univerſally lamented. 
As a Man, his Character ap · 


pears to have been in every Re- 


ſpect perfectly amiable, —Honour, 
Courage, Gratitude, Integrity, 


Genius and Vivacity having ap- 


parently been the predominant 
Features of his Mind; and all the 
Hiſtorians ſeem to allow, that he 
| was poſle(s'd of an agreeable Per- 
fon and handſome Face, till, in 
Conſequence of ſome amorous 
Dalliances, whereby his Noſe had 
2 ſuffered, the Symmetry of 

e latter was confiderably disfi- 
gured, and became the Subject of 
much Wit among his Cotempo- 
rary Poets, —Sir Jobn Sucking in 
particular, tho? his Friend, could 
not avoid touching on it in his 
Seſtton of the Poets, in which 
be has the following Lines, 

| I Ws 


Will D'Avenant, aſpam d of a 
fooliſd Miſcbance 
That: be had got lately travelling 


in France 


| Medefily hop'd the Handſomeneſs 


of his Muſe 
Nigbt any Deformity about bim 


| | Surely the Company bad been Pr 


ent | 

Tf they could have found a: 
| * 1 15 88 
But in all their Records in Verſe 

or in Proſe, | 
There: vas none of a Laureat that 
wanted a Noſe. 


Altbo' it is far from my Tacli- 
nation to propagate Slander, or 


add to the perpetuating any Tale 
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of private Calumny, yet I migy, 
as a Biographer, be thought guil. 
ty of an Omiſſion, ſhould I ng 
take Notice in this Place, tha, 
in Conſequence of the extraordi. 
nary Beauty of Mrs, P'. Averar, 
our Author's Mother, and the 
Frequency of the Viſits of Salt. 
peare, who, in the Courſe of lis 
Journeys into Oxfordſhire, uſel 
moſt generally to reſide at the 
Houſe of her Huſbatid, who, à 
I have before obſerved, kept a 
Inn in the City of Oxford, there 


have not been wanting thoſe why 


have conjectur' d Sir William D'4. 
venant to have been not only the 
paetical, but even the natur 
Son of that inimitable Bard. 
And, as a farther Corroboration 
of the Surmiſe, would inſinust 
a Reſemblance of Feature, and 
urge the Vivacity of Sir lion's 
natural Diſpoſition, which vg 
diametrically oppoſite to the 
gloomy ſaturnine Complexion af 
Mr. D' Avenant, his ſuppoſed and 
legal Parent,—Was the Fact cer- 
tain, how greatly would this Au- 
thor appear the Favorite of the 
Muſes, firſt to receive his Exil. 
ence, and afterwards to owe the 
Continuance of it, to the two mot 
exalted Geniuſes that ever lived! 
hut, as the Circumſtances on 
which the Suppoſition is founded 
are by no Means ſuch as are ade. 
quate to a Proof; as Gallanth, 
and more eſpecially Adultery 
were far from the reigning or fa 


ſhionable Vices of that Age; and 


moreover, as Shakeſpeare mort 
particularly ſeems remarkable fot 
the Chaſtity and amiable Purity 
of his Morals ; I cannot think 
that the caſting a Stain on the 
Virtue of a Lady of Reputatid, 
and fixing a Blot on the mom 
Conduct of ſo valuable a Mad, 
are ſufficiently authorized by tit 
mere Suggeſtions of Fancy, M 


. 

the Inclination of tracing out a 
Baſtard Pedigree in the poetical 
Line, for a Writer, whoſe own 
| Merit is ſufficient to enſure him 
the Remembrance of Ages yet to 
come. 
* 2 Poet, Sir Pilliam's Rank 
ſeems as yet undetermined, —His 
celebrated Epic of Gondibert was 
render'd at the ſame Time the 
Subject of the higheft Commen- 
dation and the ſevereſt Criticiſm 
tho', I muſt confeſs, that Envy 

pears to me to have had a 
much greater Share in the latter 
dan Juſtice ; for, tho' the Story 
ol it may not perhaps be ſo in- 
tereſting, (and that too in great 
& Meaſure from it's not being ſo 
= well known) as thoſe of the I/rad 
and neid, and that the Fetters 
of Rhime, and ftill more ſo thoſe 
of Stanza Poetry, lay it under 
very great Reſtraint, yet it muſt 
be acknowledged, even by it's 
ſtrongeſt Opponents,” that there 
runs thro' the whole of it a Sub- 


© Fmity in the Sentiments, a No- 


bleneſs in the Manners, a Purity 
in the Diction, and a Luxuriancy 
in the Conceptions, that would 
have done Honour to any Writer 
of any Age or Country whatſo- 
ever.— But to ceaſe any farther 
| Evlogium on this Poem, as no 
_ Teſtimony of his poetical Merits 
ean be conſider d more valid 


than that of. Mr, Dryden, who 


was not only his Cotemporary, 


but even wrote in Conjunction 


with him, and as Nothing can 

be ſtronger or more ample than 
| the Commendation that Gentle- 
man has given him, I ſhall with 
his Words.cloſe the preſent Ac- 
count of Sir Nilllan D' Avenant 
and his Abilities. | 

* I found him (ſays that Au- 


© thor, in his Preface to the 


© Tempeſt) of fo quick à Fancy, 


3 that nothing was propoſed: to 


ſerve that Honour, than many 
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«© him on which he could not 
& quickly produce a Thought ex- 
te tremely pleafant and ſurpriſing ; 
& and thoſe firſt Thoughts of his, 


, contrary to the old Latin Pro- 


© verb, were not always the leaſt 
ce happy; and as his Fancy was 
& quick, ſo hkewiſe were the 
cc Products of it remote and new, 
He borrowed not of any other, 

© and his Imaginations were ſuch 

© as could not eaſily enter into 

cc any other Man.—His Correo- 

ce tions were ſober and judicious, 

ce and he corrected his own Wri- 

ce tings much more ſeverely than 

« thoſe of another Man; be- 

© ſtowing twice the Labour and 

© Pains in poliſhing which he 

c uſed in Invention,” 

Sir Wilkam D' Avenant's dra- 
matic Works are numerous, yet 
not one of them is at preſent on 
the Lift of acting Plays, which 
I cannot help ſometimes regret- 
ting, as there are certainly ſome 
among them that much better de- 
Pieces which are very frequently 
and ſucceſsfully repreſented, 
The Titles of them all may be 
ſeen in the following Lift, 

1. ALBOVINE, King of tbe 

| LomBaARDs, T. 

2. Britannia Triumpbans . 

Maſque. | : 

3. Cruel Brother, T. 

4. Diftreſſes. T. C. 

5. Entertainment at Rutland 

Houſe. | 

6. Fair Favorite. T. C. 

7 kuhan. IG © 
8. Lav againſt Lovers, T. C. 

9. Love and Honour, T. C. 
10. Man's the Mater. C. 
11. Platonic Lovers, C. 

12. Playbouſe to be lett. 
13. Riva. T. C. (attributed 
by Langbaine to this Au- 

. 
; 14. Siege. Fo | $08 


15. Siege 
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25. Siege of Ruopes, Play, 


two Parts. 
16. Temple of Love, Maſque, 


17. Tempeſt, ( alter'd from 


, Shakeſpeare by Dryden and 
this Author.) | 


nce 


18. Triumphs of the Pri 
| D'Amour. Maſque. 
19. Unfortunate Lovers, T. 

20. Wits, C. | 

Davxxroxr, Mr. Robert. — 
An Author who lived in the 
Reign of Charles I. and during 


the Troubles of that Reign wrote 


two Plays, which however, on 
Account of the Suppreſſion of the 
Theatre under the Common- 
wealth, did not make their Ap- 
pearance till after the Reſtoration, 
Their Names are, 


1. The City Night Cap. T. C. 


2. King Jon N and MATII- 
—_ 7. | 

Dauncey. Vid. Dancer, 

Davy, Samuel.—This Author 
3s mentioned no where but in the 
Britiſh Theatre, he was born in 
Ireland, and I imagine it was in 
that Kingdom that he brought the 
following Piece on the Stage, viz. 
The Treacherous Huſband. T. 
DAs, or Davis, Mrs. Ma- 
ry.— This female Author was 


born in Ireland, the was married - 


to a Clergyman, whom ſne ſur- 
vived, and wrate two' dramatic 
Pieces, both in the comic Walk, 
entitled, 1 5 

1. The Northern Heireſs, C. 

2. Self Rival. . R 
Beſides. theſe ſhe wrote ſome No- 
vels, Poems, and Familiar Let- 
ters, which, together with the 
above, are. publiſhed in two Vol. 
3vo. 172 5. under the Title of The 
Works of Mrs. Davis. 

Day, Mr. Jobn — This Au- 
thor, by the Date of his Works, 
muſt have flouriſhed in the Reigns 
of King Tame I. and King 
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Charles I. and wrote the folloy. 
ing dramatic Pieces. 

I, Blind Beggar of BETRNAI 
Green. C. 

2. Humour out of Breath, C, 

3. Iſle of Gulls, C. 

4+ Law Tricks, C. 

5. Parliament of Bees. Maſque, 
(The Author was aflifted 
in this by Mam Rouly 
and George Wilkins.) 

6. Travels of three Engliſh Br. 
thers, Hiſtorical Play, 

The preciſe Time of his Birth 
and Death, however, are not 
known, nor any farther Particy: 
lars recorded concerning him, ex. 
cepting that he had Connection 


with ſome of his .cotemporary 


Poets of Note, and had been for 
ſome Time Student in Caius Col. 
ledge, Cambridge. 

Drex kn, Mr. Tbomes.— This 
Gentleman was à Writer in the 


Reign of King James I. and be- 


ing a Cotemporary with Ben J. 


ſon, became more eminent by 


having a Quarrel with that gret 
Poet, than he would perhaps 
otherwiſe have done from the 


Merit of his own Works, which 


are but of a very moderate Rank 
of Excellence, — What the original 


Occaſion of their Conteſt was, 


I know not, but Jonſon, who 


certainly could never bear 2 


cc Rival near the Throne” has 
in his Poetaſter, the Danciad of 
that Author, among many other 


Poets whom he has ſatyriz d, 


been peculiarly ſevere on Decker 


whom he has characteris'd under 
the Name of Criſpinus.— This 


Compliment Decker has amply te- 
paid in his Satyromaſtix, or the 
Untruſſing a bumorous Poet, in which, 


under the Title of young Horace 


he has made Ben, the Hero af 


his Piece, —As great Wits, and 


eſpecially thoſe of the. E 
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Kind, will always have numer- 


E ous Enemies, beſides: the general 
EFondneſs the Public have of ſee- 
Wing Men of Abilities abuſe 'each 
other, this Play was extremely 
followed, and as it appears to 


have been one of our Authors 


5 12 


@ firſt Pieces, it probably laid the 
Foundation of his Fame as a 
E Writer, —Altho*, as. I have be- 
fore obferved, Decker was but a 
E middling Poet, yet he did not 
vant his Admirers, even among 
the Poets of his Time; ſome of 
vhom thought themfelves not diſ- 


graced by writing in Conjunction 


vith him; Webſter having a Hand 
in three of his Plays, and Roww- 
ih and Ford joining with him in 
mother. Nicbard Brome in par- 
ticular uſed always to call kim 
Father, which is ſomewhat the 
more extraordinaty, conſidérip 

the Oppoſition ſubſiſting hetwee 

him and Jonſon, as Erome had 
been Servant to, aud was à par- 
Genlar Favorite with, the Lau- 
W reat, —Mr, The. Cibbzr obſerves, 
on this Occaſion, that it is the 
8 Misfortume of little Wits; that 
their Admirers are as inconſider- 
wle as themſelves, and that 
Frames Applauſes confer no great 


Honour on thoſe who enjoy thetn. 


Let I think in this Cenſare he 


has been ſomewhat too ſevere 'on 
both, for Brome's Merit was cer- 


8 tainly not inconſiderable, fince it 
could force Admiratien and even 
public Praiſe from the envious 
| Ben himſelf, ——And altho- Lang- 
f 15 7 no writes with Partia- 
ty to onſon, has given the 
Preference fl Ae a De- 


pree to thoſe Plays in which our 
Author was united with others, a- 


kainſt thoſe which were entirely his 
un, yet I cannot help thinking 
| that in his Honeft Whore, and the 


Comedy of Foreunatus, both which 


ee — = a 
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are allow' d to be ſolely his, there 
are Beauties, both as to Cha- 
racter, Plot, and Language, equal 
to the Abilities of any of thoſe 
Authors that he was ever affifted 
by, and indeed in the latter equal 
to any dramatic Writer C Sbale- 
ſpeare excepted) that this Iſland 

as produced. | 

The dramatic Pieces he was 


concerned in are twelve in Num- 


ber, and may be ſeen in the en- 
ſuing Catalogue. 
. Fon TUNATOs. . 


255 2. Honeſt Whore, Com, twd 


£19", Parts. ; 5 * 
. Tf this ben't a gooc 
; ; A Devil's in't. 0. as 
4. Match me in London, Tree 
„ Com; > 2 
5. Nerthwoard Hoe. C. (A 
. © fiſted by Webſter, ) © 
SR eg . Com. -Satire. 
7. Suns Darling, Maſqig. 
. Aſſiſted by Ford). _ 
8. Neßward Hoe. C. Affiſt 
ed by Hr., . 
9, Pihrevf Ben Fron. f- 


. J o . 85 .F\ 4 5 | 
10. PEE Bomontof. £. 
Tux Author, in Con- 


| junction with Ford, great! 

aſſiſted Rotoley in the 
Writing of this Fees: 
altho” it paſſes under Row» 


L „ 
11. Wonder of a Ringdm. C. 
132. Wr ATIs Hiſtory, (Aſſiſt- 
ed by Neher. | 
Beſides theſe, Phillips and Win- 
Hanley, have aſcribed four other 
Plays to this Author in Con- 
junction with eher, viz. = 
New Trick to cheat the Deuil. . 
Noble Stranger. C. | 
Weakeſt goes to the Wall, Tre 


Com. 


| dan vill Baue her Will. C. 


in this however they are miſtaken, 
the Noble Stranger having been 
written 


* 
———ů— Ta Hee TY SED OY Hy — — — — — Aù ug rn — . 
| eg > 4 . — 2 2 5 2— — — ä —œ — 5 « — _ 
UW Fer * X 2 — — * 4 A, n — Wi 8 = 1 
" 22 — — „ Wn a 
- 1 — — wil —— Saks 

* —— 4 _ 2 2 — — —— 

* — . — A * = — — ” 
— EE = * * 4 
oy * . 
+ 


— — 

—— —— 
£ x OY 

- = — 

. ———— 


5 


„ 
. written, by Levois Sharpe, and the 
other three by anonymous Au- 
thars. -. EEE bo bs 
The preciſe Time of this Au- 
thor's Birth and- Death are not 
recorded, yet, he could not have 
died young, as the firſt Play we 


find of his writing was, publiſhed . 


in 1600, and the lateſt Date we 
meet with to any other is in 
1638. excepting the Sun's Darling, 
which Langbaine obſerves was not 
publiſhed till after the Death of 
+ 
DTA, Mr.—Of this Gentle- 
man I know no more than the hav- 
ing heard that he is a Nortb- Briton, 
anda Clergyman, but whether of 
the Church of England or that of 
\ Scotland Jam not thoroughly in- 
formed, tho* moſt probably of the 
latter,—He is a living Wigs, 
and has lately brought on the 
tage one dramatic Piece, en- 
titled,” q 5 
" Hzcuna, Tr, — 
I Dzxngan, Sir Jobn,—This 
elegant Writer was the only Son 
of Sir John Denham, Knight, of 
little Horſley, who was, at the 
. Time of our Author's Birth, 
which: happened in 1615, Lord 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer in 
Treland, and one of the Lords Juſ- 
tices of that Kingdom : In Conſe- 
quence of which our Author. was 
born in Dublin, but was brought 
over from thence at two Vears old, 
on the Promotion of his Father to 
the Rank of a Baron of the Ex- 
chequer in England. 
His grammatical Learning he 
received in London, and in Mi- 
chaelmas Term 1631, was re- 
moved from thence to Oxford, 
where he was enter'd a Gentle- 
man Commoner of Trinity Col- 
lege; but inſtead of ſhewing any 
early Dawnings of that Genius 
which afterwards ſhone forth in 
him, be appear'd a ſlow dreaming 


— 


* \ 


FS... 
young Man, and one whoſe du. 
ling Paſſion was Gaming. — He 
he continued for three Yean, 
when, having paſs'd his Exani, 
nations, and taken a Degree y 
Batchelor of Arts, he came y 
London, and enter'd himſelf 3 
Lincoln's-Inn, where he apple 
pretty cloſely to the Study of thy 
Law.—Yet his darling Vice wy 
ſtill predominant, and he fp 
quently found himſelf ftrippedty 
his laſt Shilling, by which be 
greatly diſpleas'd his Father, thy 
he was obliged, in Appearancez 
leaft, to reform, for fear of bein 
abſolutely abandoned by hin. 
On his Death, however, being 
longer reſtrained by parental Ay 
thority, he again gave Way wi 
and being a Dupe to Sharpen, 
ſoon ſquander'd away fee 


- thouſand Pounds. 


In the latter End of 1641, bos. 
ever, to the Aſtoniſſiment of evi 
one, his Genius broke forth in: 
full Blaze of Meridian Brightneſ, 


in that juſtly celebrated and a. 
mir'd Tragedy the Sopby, ad 
ſoon after 
Poem of Cooper's Hill.— In te 
ſame Vear 
High Sheriff for the County d 
Surry, and made Governor d 


one out again in hy 


e was prick d fot 


Farnham Caſtle, for the King 


But being poſſeſs'd of no gut 


Share of military Knowledge, l 
preſently quitted that Poſt, and 
retired to his Maſeſty at Of, 

And now the grand Rebellin 
being broke out in its full For 


he ſhewed the warmeſt Attach- 


ment to the Royal Family, and 
in the Courſe of their unhayy 
Affairs, became of fignal Ser 


vice to them, —In the Year 1 


when the King had been del. 


ver'd into the Hands of the 4. 


my, he undertook, on the he. 
half of the Queen Mother, u 
gain Acceſs to his m—_ 


"F " 
oy * 4 
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Mich he found Means to do by 
ge Aſſiſtance of Hugh Peters.— 


erled with him in an unreſerved 


1 nner, with Regard to his Af- 
2 airs, and entruſting him wich 
* ine Cyphers, commanded him 


10 ler to receive all his Letters to 
te s from his Correſpondents, all 
nich were conſtantly decypher'd. 
4 nd undecyphercd by Mr. Cooley, 
wy W: that Time with the Queen Mo- 


er in France. This Truſt he per- 
Wormed with great Punctuality and 
Bafety for ſome Time, till at 


ewa, this Affair was diſco- 
1 WF cred, and Mr. Denham obliged. 
di o make his Eſcape to France. 


peether with Lord Crofts, to Po- 


WWF ounds for the King, levied there 
* Wn his Majeſty's Scottiſo Sub- 
io FS 
5 About 1652 he return'd. to 
and gland, and refided about a Year 


t the Earl of Pembroke's at Wil- 
en, having quite exhauſted his 
wa Fortune, by his Paſſion for 


2. S. © EE 


lad been at during the Civil War, 


* Pecame of him between that 
1 Lime and the Reſtoration, tho“ 
F< is moſt probable he went over 
4 gain to France, and refided there 
in RP! King Charles II's. Return 


om St. Germain's to Jerſey, 


1 When he was immediately ap- 
nt einted, without any Solicitation, 
n uryeyor General of all his Ma- 
or ecty's Buildings, and at the Coro- 
% en of that Monarch made 
5. iht of the Barb. | 
Ar- On ſome Diſcontent ariſing 
ze. em a ſecond Marriage, he for a 
» "© Time loſt his Senſes, but 
% n his Recovery, continued in 


Mn this Occafion the King con- 


o tay privately in London, in or- 


ength Mr. Cozoley's Hand being 


n 1648 he was ſent Ambaſſador, . 


ad, where he ſucceeded ſo well 
s to bring back ten thouſand. 


aming, and the Expences he 


It does not clearly appear what 


DE 
great Eſteem at Court for his 
Poetical Abilities, eſpecially with 
the King, who was fond of Poetry, 
and during his Exile us'd fre- 
quently to give Mr, Denham Ar- 
guments to write on. 

This ingenious Gentleman died 
at an Office he had built for him. 
ſelf near Mhiteball, March 10, 
1668, Atatis 5 3. and was buried 


in Weſiminſter Abbey, leaving be- 


hind him among the ſeveral Works 
whereby his Poetical Fame ſtands 
eſtabliſhed, only one dramatic 
one, VIS, | 
The Sophy. Fo ; OY ES 
As a Poet we need enly refer'to 
the Teſtimonials of many Wri- 
ters, particularly Dryden and Pope, 
in his Favour, —As to his moral 
Character, he has had no Vice 
imputed to him but that of Game- 
ing, and altho' Authors have been 
filent as to his Virtues, yet if we 
may judge from his Works, he 
was a good-natur'd Man and an 
eaſy Companion ; and from his 
Actions it appears that he was 
one of ſtrict Honour and Inte- 
grity, and in the Day of Danger 
and Tumult of unſhaken Loyalty 
to the ſuffer ing Intereſt of his 
Suren | 
 Denxis, . Mr, John, — This 
Gentleman who, tho” he has left- 
many dramatic Pieces behind him, - 
was much leſs celebrated for 
them than for his critical Writ- 
ings, was the Son of an eminent- 
Sadler, a Citizen of London, in 
which Metropolis our Author was 
born in the Year 1657. | 
He received the firſt Branches 
of Education under Dr, Horn, at 
the great School at Harrow on the 


1 


Hill, where he commenced Ac- 


quaintance and Intimacy with 
many young Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen, who afterwards made con- 
ſiderable Figures in public Affairs; 
whereby he laid the Foundation 
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DE 
of a 1 ſtrong ng and extenſive In- 
tereſt, which might, but for his' 
own Fault, have been of infinite 
Service to him in future Life. 
From Harrow he went in 1675 
to Caius Col lege, Cambridge, where, 
after his proper Standing, he took 
the Degree of Batchelor of Arts. 
When he quitted the Univer- 
fity he made the Tour of Europe, 
In the Courſe of which he con 
ceived ſuch a_Deteftation for 
Deſpotiſm, as confirmed him Mill 
more ftrongly in thoſe Whig Prin- 

- ciples which he had from his In- 
Fancy imbibed. 5 
On his Return to England he 
became — e with 
Dryden, Nycberley, Congreve, and 
4 whoſe Converſation in- 
ſpiring him with a Paſſion for 
Poetry, and a Contempt for every 
Attainment that had not ſome. 
Relation to the Belles Lettres, di- 


yented him from the Acquiſition of 


any. profitable Art, or the Exer- 
© cife of any Profeffion. | 
This to a Man who had not an 
Independent Income, was un- 
doubtedly a Misfortune. Ho-] 
ever, the Teal he ſhew'd for the 
Proteftant Succeſſion having re- 
commended him ta the Patronage 
of the Duke of Mari borough, that 
Nobleman procur'd him a Place 
js the Cuſtoms, worth 120. per 
Ann. which he enjoy'd for ſome 
Years, till from Profuſenefs and 
Want of Oeconomy he was re- 
duced to the Neceffity of dif- 
poſing of it to fatisfy ſome very 
preſſing Pemands,—By the Ad- 
vice of Lord Halifax, however, he 
referred to himſelf, in the Sale 
of it, an Annuity for a Term of 
Years, which Term he outlived, 
and was, in the Decline of his 
Life, reduced to extreme Neceſſi- 
y. - Mr. Theo, Cibber relates an 
ecdote of him which I can- 
not avoid repeating, as it is not 


utmoſt Solicitude, but durf ut 


4 pected Perſon, Now, Sir, Nu. 


only Highly Characteriſtie of ti 
Man oo Affairs we are k. 
confidering, © but alfo a firikiy 
and 'melancholy Inftance amonp 
Thouſunds, of the diftreſsful by 
dicaments into which Men 9 
Genius and literary Abilities xx 
perhaps apter than any other 1 
plange themſelves into, by paying 
too flight an Attention to the 
common Concerns of Life, ul 
their own moſt important Int 
WW; MAS, 
% After he was worn out! 
ſays that Author, with Ax 
% and Poverty, he reſided withy 
<« the Verge of the Court, to pr. 
e vent Danger from his Creditor, 
One Saturday Night, he hy. 
ce pen'd to ſaunter to a Pulli 
« Houſe, which, in a ſbort Ting 
ce he diſcovered to be out of th 
6% Verge, —He' was fitting in a 
ce open drinking Room; an ; 
cc Man of à fofpicious Appen. 
ce ance happened to come in- 
« There was ſomething about the 
«© Man which denoted to My 
«© Dennis, that he was a Balli. 
ce This ftruck him with a Panic; 
© he was afraid his Liberty wa 
© now at an End; be fat in th 


«offer to ſtir, leſt he fhould h 
« ſeiz'd upon. After an H 
«or two had paſt in this paint 


« Anxiety, at laſt the Choc 
« ſtruck Twelve, when Mr, Dt 
% nn, in an Extaſy, cried ol 


ce addrefli ng himſelf to the ſie 


6 {iff or ub Barn, I don't card 
wi - Arti for you, you have n 
e Poxper now, —Thie Man wi 
ce aftoniſhed at his Behaviour, al 
& when'it was explained to him 
ce was ſo much affronted vid 
& the Suſpicion, that had 10 
& Mr, Dennis found his Protectim 
% in Age, he would probibl 
© have fararted tor his miſtake 
12 6 Opioid 


” - WY 


« Opinion of him.“ -A ſtrong 


by picture of the Effects of Fear 
wh and Apprehenſion, in a 1 emper 
Kin naturally ſo timorous and jealous 
* as Mr. Denn's's, of which the 
1 p Reader may ſee two more whim- 
1 ical Inſtances in the firſt Part of 
uchi Work, under the Tragdy of 
" LIiBENZTVY ASSERTED»s 

* Mr. Dennis partly thro' a na- 
al Peeviſhneſs and Petulance 
lh. ef Temper, and partly perhaps 


for the Sake of procuring the 


tinually engaged in a Paper War 
with his Cotemporaries, whom 
he ever treated with the utmoſt 
Severity; and tho' many of his 
Obſervations were judicious, yet 


i” he uſually conveyed them in 
vbli Ne, __ 
ine, Language fo ſcurrilous and abu- 


five as deſtroyed their intended 
ffect; and as his Attacks were 
Imoſt always on Perſons of ſupe- 
rior Abilities to himſelf, viz. Ad- 


e, Ste. le, and Pope, their Re- 

1. A , 

th lies uſually turned the popslar 
| pinion ſo greatly againſt him, 


bat by irritating his teſty Temper 
he more, it render'd him a per- 
etral Torment to himſelf ; till 


＋ pt length, after a long Life of 
Ant icifſitude;, Di ſappointments and 
Id be urmoils, render'd wretched by 


| Indiſcretion, and hateful by Ma- 


1 leyolence, having out-lived the 
ok Keverſion of his Eftate, and re- 
ol zuced to Diftreſs, from which 


Wis having been daily  erefting 


* Enemies had left him ſcarcely 
mf Wl Hope of Relief, he was com- 
wm |} led to, what muſt be the moſt 


reſome Station that can be con- 
eived in human Life, the receiv- 
ng Obligations from thoſe whom 
e had been continvally treating 
I. —In the very cloſe of his Days 

Þ Play was aCted for his Benefit 
pt the little Theatre in the Fay- 
Porter, procured thro? the united 


itereſts of Meſſis. Thomſon, Mal- 


Means of Subſiſtence, was con- 


D E 


let and Pope, the laſt of whom, 
notwithſtanding the groſs Man- 
ner in which Mr. Dennis had on 
many Occaſions us'd him, and 


the long Warfare that had ſub- 
ſiſted between them, intereſted 


himſelf very warmly for him, and 
even wrote an occaſional Prologue 
to the Play, which was ſpoken by 
Mr. Cibber jun. 

Not long after this, wiz. on 
the 6th of Jan. 1733. Mr. Den- 
nis died, being then in the 77th 
Year of his Age. | 

His Character as a Man may 
be ſufficiently gather'd from the 
Circumſtances we have related of 
him.— As a Writer, he certainly 
was poſlefs'd of much Erudition 
and a conſiderable Share of Ge- 
nius; and had not his Sclf Opi- 
nion, of which perhaps no Man 
ever pofſeis'd a larger Share, in- 
duced him to aim at the Empire 
of Wit, for which he was by no 
Means qualified, and in Conſe- 


quence thereof led him to treat 


every one as a Rebe! who did not 
ſubſcribe to his pretended Right, 
le would probably have been al- 
lowed, and from the Enjoyment 
of an eaſy Mind, poſſibly poſ- 
ſeſs'd, more Merit than appears 
in many of his Writings, In 
Proſe, he is far from a bad Wri- 
ter, where Abuſe and perſonal 
Scurrility does not mingle itſclf 
with his Language.—In Vetſe, 
he is extremely uncqual, his 
Numbers being at ſome Times 
ſpirited and harmonious, and his 
Subjects elevated and judicious, 
and at others flat, harſh, and pu- 
erile.—; As a dramatic Author he 


certainly deſerves not to be held 


in any Conſideration.— His Plots, 
excepting that of his Plot and no 
Plot, which is a political Play, 
are all borrowed, yet in the ge- 


neral not ill choſen. But his Cha- 
racters are ill-deſign'd and unfi- 
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| niſhed, bis Language proſaical, 
flat, and undramatlc, and the 


Conduct of his principal Scenes 
heavy, dull, and unempaſſioned. 
In ſhort, tho' he certainly had 
Judgment, it is evident he had no 
Execution, and ſo much better a 
Critic is he than a Dramatiſt, 
that I cannot help ſubſeribing to 
the Opinion of a Gentleman, 
who ſaid of him, that he was the 
moſt compleat Inſtructor for a 
dramatic Poet, fince he could 
teach him to diſtinguiſh good 
Plays by his Precepts, and bad 
ones by his Examples. 

His dramatic Pieces are nine 
in Number, as may be ſeen in 
the following Liſt, ce 

1. Arrius and VIRGINIA. 
Trag. Vid. Vol. I. Ar- 
PENDIX. | 

2. Comical Gallant, C. 

3. CoxrtoLanus. T. 

4. GIBRALTAR, C. 

5: Ir nIGENIA. T. 

0. Liberty aſſerted. $i of h 

7. OrrPntus and EURIDICE, 
Maſque. 

. Plot and no Plot. . 5 

9. RIN AL DO and AR MIA. 

T 4 90 
' DxxxICXx, Mr. —— Of this 
Gentleman I. know: little more 
than that he is an Author now 
} ving, 15 I believe a Native of 
Teland, and, as I have been in- 
ſormed, was formerly in the Ar- 


my. He has tranſlated one lit- 


tle Piece from the French, in- 

ticled, | 

SY IIA. Dram, Entert. 
Diez, Lord. — Of this No- 

bleman I know nothing more 

than that he is ſaid by Jacob to 

have been the ſuppoſed Author of 


one very good Play, entitled, 


Ervira, Com. 

Dirk E, Thomas, Eſq;—Th's 
Gentleman lived in thc Reign of 
William III. and was the Son of 


Mr. Samuel Dilke, of an ancient 


| DO | 
Family at Litchfield, where oy 
Author was born. — He had: 
Univerſity Education, having bee 
ſome Time a Student at Oriel Cd. 
lege, Oxford.—When he quite 
the Univerſity he went into the 
Army, and had a Lieutenant; 
Commiſſion under Lord Ra, 
afterwards Earl of Srrafford, ty 
which Nobleman he dedicate! 
one of his Plays, of which he 
has left three behind him, who 
Titles are as follow, 
1. City Lady. C. 
2. Lover's Luck. C. 
» Pretenders, C. 
ODSLEY,' Mr. Rober!,—Thi 
ingenious Author is now livin 
In what Year, or at what Plate 
he was born, I am not cettaiy, 
though I have heard the latter ty 
have been either in Waruid- 
ſpire or — 5 his fir 
ſetting out in Life was in a ſenit 
Station, which however his Al. 


1 
. 
i 


lities very ſoon raiſed him fron; 


for having written the Toyſy, 
and that Piece being ſheyn 1 


Mr. Pope, the Delicacy oi Satin 


which is conſpicuous in it, thi 
cloath'd with the greateſt Sins 
plicity of Deſign, fo ftrongly n- 
commended it's Author to tht 
Notice of that celebrated Poe, 
that he continued from that Tint 
to the Day of his Death a vum 
Friend and zealous Patron to M 
Dodſley, and altho* he had him 
ſelf no Connection with the The 
atres, yet procured him ſuch 1 
Intereft as inſur'd it's being in- 
mediately brought on the Stig 
where it met with the Succefi! 
merited: as did alſo a Farce call 


the King and Miller of Monit 


which made it's Appearance 1 
the enſuing Year, viz. 1736” 
Prom the Succeſs of theſe Piecg 
he enter'd into that Buſind 
which of all others has the clo 


Connection with, and the 


immediate Dependance on, py 4 
| 0 
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bs of Genius and Literature, 
; 1 — that of a Bookſeller.—In 
l Col. this Station Mr. Pope's Recom- 
Uitted mendation, and his own Merit, 
to the fon obtained him not only the 


| Countenance cf Perſons of the 
dgrſt Abilities, but alſo of thoſe of 
| the firſt Rank, and in a few 
Years rais'd him to great Emi- 
nence in his Profeſſion, in which 
be is now almoſt, if not altoge- 
ther, at the Head, —Yet, neither 
in this Capacity, nor in that of a 
W Writer, has Succeſs had any im- 
proper Effect on him, —In one 
Licht he has preſerved the ſtrict- 
eſt Integrity, in the other the 
ET moſt becoming Humility, — Mind- 
ful of the early Encouragement 
© his own Talents met with, he 
bas been ever ready to give the 
= ſame Opportunity of Advance- 
ment to thoſe of others, and kas 
on many Occaſions been not only 
the Publiſher but the Patron of 
Genius, —— But there is no Cir- 
cumftance which adds more Luſ- 
tre to his Character, than the 
grateful Remembrance he retains, 
and ever expreſſes, to the Me- 
mory of thoſe to whom he owed 
the Obligation of his firſt being 
taken Notice ot in Lue,—A re 
markable Inftance of which 


nant's 


the Zeal and Ardour which he 
ſhew'd in Vindication of the Cha- 
rafter of his great Patron and 
Friend Mr, Pope, from an Accu- 


late noble Lord; in which, what 
8 juſtice or Falſhood there was in 
the Charge, or how far the Par- 
tality of Friendſhip might or 
might not paint the Circumſtance 
Itſelf in a more favourable Light 
than it deſerved, I ſhall not here 
pretend to decide; but it was cer- 
| tatnly the Office of a fincere 

Friend to ſtand up in Defence 


— — 


| ſhew'd itſelf ſome Years ago, in 


| ſation brought againſt him by a 


of the Memory of one, who no 


D O 
longer had it in his Power (from 


the filent Grave) to anſu cr any 
Accuſation what ſoever.— I ſhall 


not, however, dwell any longer 


on the Amiableneſs of Mr. Ded 
fley*s Character as a Man, ſince 
many beſides myſelf are well ac- 
quainted with it.—As a Writer, 
there is an Eaſe and Elegance tha : 
runs thro' all his Works, which 
ſometimes is more pleafing than 
a more laboured and ornamented 
Manner,-[n Verſe, his Num- 
bers are flowing, if not ſublime, 
and his Subjects conſtantly well 
choſen and entertaining.— Ia 
Proſe he is familiar, yet chaſte ; 
and in his dramatic Pieces he has 
ever kept in his Eye the one 
great Principle, delectandso paritere 
gue monendo ;—eſome general Mo- 
ral is conſtantly conveyed 1n the 
general Plan, and particular In- 
ſtruction diſperſed in the particu» 
lar Strokes of Satire. The Dia» 
logue moreover is eaſy, the Plots 
are fimple, and the Cataſtrophes 
intereſting and pathetic, | 
After what I have ſaid of them 
I hall now take leave of this 
Author, by enumerating his 
Pieces as follow, 
1. Blind Beggar of Bethnal 
Green, Farce, | 
2. Chong, Trag. 
3. King and Mi ler of Man- 
Held. Farce. 
4. Sir Jobn Cockle at Court. 
F ar ce. 

5. Toyſhyp. Dram. Satire. 

6. Ta of Peace, Maſque, 
Beſides theſe, he has publiſhed a 
little Collection of his own Works 
in one Volume 8vo, under the 
modeſt Title of T-ifles and a Poem 
of conſiderable Length, enduded, 
Public Virtue, in 4%. 754. | 

He has alio performed two 
Works of great Service to the 
Cauſe of Genius, as they are the 
Means of preſerving Pieces of 

{KS} Merit, 


r ee em 
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Merit, that might otherwiſe 
fink into Oblivion, wiz. the 


Publication of a Collection of : 


Poems by different eminent 
Hands, in fix Vol. 12mo. and a 
Collection of Plays by old Au- 
thors, in twelve Volumes of the 
ſame Size, | 

DoccrT, Mr. Thomas,—T his 
Author was alſo an Actor —He 
was born in Cafte-Street, Dublin, 
and made his firſt theatrical At- 
tempt on the Stage of that Me- 
tropolis ; but not meeting with 
the Encouragement there that his 
Merit undoubtedly had a Right 
to, he came over to England, and 
enter'd himſelf in a travelling 
Company, but from thence very 
ſoon was remov'd to London, and 
eſtabliſhed in Lizcoln's-Inn- Fields 
Theatre, where he was univer- 
ſally liked in every Character he 
performed, but ſhone in none 
more conſpicuouſly than in thoſe 
of Fond'ew:f? in the Old Batchelor, 
and Ben in Love for Lowe, which 
Mr, Cengreve, with whom he 
was a very great Favorite, wrote 
in ſome Meaſure with a View to 
bis Manner of acting. 

In a few Years after he re- 
moved to Drury Lane Theatre, 
where he became joint Manager 
with Wilks and Cibber, in which 
Situation he continued till, on a 
Diſguſt he took in the Year 1712, 
at Mr. Bootb's being forced on 
them as a Sharer in the Manage- 
ment, he threw up his Part in 
the Property of the Theatre, tho' 
it was look'd on to have been 
worth a Thouſand Pounds per 
Annum. — He had, however, by 
his Frugality, ſaved a competent 
Fortune to render him eaſy for 
the Remainder of his Life, with 
which he retir*d from the Hurry 
of Buſineſs in the. very Meridian 
of his Reputation.,—As an Actor 
he had great Merit, and his Co- 
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mong others is well known, 


Badge, to be rowed for by Sit 
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temporary Cibber informs us tha 
he was the moſt an original, aj 
the ſtricteſt Obſerver of Natun 
of any Actor of his Time,--jj, 
Manner was original, and thy 
borrowed from none, frequent 
ſerved for a Model to many; andhe 
poſſeſſed that peculiar Art which 
ſo very few Performers a e Mz. 
ſters of, iz, the arriving at the 
perfectly ridiculous, without ep. 
ing into the leaſt Impropricty ty 
aitain it.— And fo extremely car 
ful and ſkilful was he in th 
dreſſing his Characters to tle 
greateſt ExaQtneſs cf Propricty, 
that the leaſt Article of what he 
wore ſ.em'd in fome Meaſure u 
ſpeak and mark the different Hy. 
mour he preſented; a neceſlay 
Care in a Comedian, in which 
many Performers are but too 1e. 
miſs. = | 
Mr. Degget lived ſome Yea 
after his quitting the Stage, har- 
ing, as I before obſerv'd, mad 
himſelf independent of Buſinel 
by his Care and Oeconomy while 
he was in it, In his political 
Principles he was, in the Word 
of Sir Richard Steele, a Whip i 
to the Head and Ears; and 
ſtrictly was he attached to tie. 
Intereſts of the Houſe of Han 
ver, that he never let flip an 
Occaſion that preſented itſelf, df 
demonſtrating his Sentiments in 
that Reſpect.— One Inſtance 


which is, that the Year after 
King George I. came to tit 
Throne, this Performer gave 1 
Waterman's Coat and Silver 


Watermen, on the firſt Day d 
Auguſt, being the Ann verſary a 
that King's Acceſſion to tit 
Throne.—And at his Death be. 
queathed a certain Sum of Mo- 
ney, the Intereſt of Which vi 


to de appropriated annually, fn 
| eren 
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| ever, to the Purchaſe of a Bike 
Coat and Badge, to be rowed for 
in Honour of the Day.—Which 
| Ceremony is every Year perform- 
| ed on the firſt of Auguſt, the 
Claimants ſetting out on a Signal 
given at that Time of the Tide 
when the Current is ſtrongeſt a- 
E gainſt them, and rowing from the 
b Swan near London Bridge to 
ET the White Seoan at Chelſca. 
= As a Writer, Mr. Doggct has 
left behind him only one Come- 
ay, which has not been perform- 
el in it's original Form, for ma- 
my Years, entitled, 
= The Country Wake, C. : 
It has been alter'd however into 
z Ballad Farce, which frequently 


= makes its Appearance under the 


= Title of, 3 
Pros 4, or Hob in the Well. 
= Dorman, Mr.— This Gentle- 
= man did, and perhaps ftill does, 
live at Hampſtead, —I know how- 
ever nothing more of him than 
that he is the Author of one Play, 
| entitled, : | 
Sir Rocrx DE CoveERLEY, 
Com. . 
Don sz , Earl of, Vid. Bucx- 
nuss, Lord. 
& Dover, Mr. John,——This 
= Gentleman was the Son of Mr. 
= 2ocrt Dover, an eminent Attor- 
= ney at Law, at a Place call'd 
Heften on the Heath, in Warmwick- 
Hire, and the chief Director and 
Manager of an Aſſembly called 
che Olympic Games, which were 
& annually celebrated upon Cotſeueld 
Hill, in Glozcefter ſhire, —Qur Au- 
W thor received his Education at 
Magdalen College, Oxon, from 
W whence, being intended by his 
Father for the Law, he removed 
8 to Cray's-Inn, and was called to 
the Bar. The Oratory of the 
Courts, however, not ſuiting his 
5 Inclination ſo well as that of the 
@ Palpit, he ſoon quitted the Law, 
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and took Orders; and Coxeter 
tells us, that at the Time his 
Notes were written, Mr. Dover 
was a Minifter of the Goſpel at 
Drayton, in Oxfordſhire —— The 
exact Period of his Birth I find 
no where. recorded, but imagine 
he muſt have lived to a conſider - 
able Age, as the Time of Cox- 
eter s Writing, when he mentions. 
him as living, could not at the 
earlieſt be ſooner than 1720, and 
a Play which he publiſhed, and 
which he declares to have been 
his Amuſement after the Fatigues 
of the Law, was publiſhed ac- 
cording to Langbaine in 1677, 
and according to Coxetcr's MS. 
there was an Edition ſtill ten 
Years earlier, viz, in 1667,— 
The Title of it is, | 
The Roman Generals, T. 
Down, E.——Who, or of 
what Profeſſion this Author was, 
I know not; but he ſeems by his 
Writings to have been the moſt 
perfect Profeſſor of Poverty that 
ever devoted himſelf to the tat- 
ter'd Siſters of Parnaſſus; for the 
few Poems he has publiſhed 
breathe nothing but Complaints 
of his deſtitute and diſtreſs'd Con- 
dition; and indeed, his Brain 


ſeems to have been quite as 


empty as his Pockets, —He has 
printed the Poems above-men- 
tioned, together with a Narrative, 
in which he caſts the moſt ſevere 
Condemnations on the Manager 
of one of the Theatres, and on 
the late Dutcheſs Dowager of 
Marlbcrough, for not having given 
him Money, as a Reward for his 
having deprived the Community 
of perhaps a good Porter or Cob- 
ler, in the Attempt to make a 
moſt execrable Scribbler — With 
theſe he has publiſhed a dramatic 
Piece, which, tho' far from hay- 
ing any Merit in Point of Plot 
or Character, yet is fo far tole- 
LSE rable 
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rable with Reſpect to the Lan- 
guage, and ſo far ſuperior to any 
of the other Specimens he has 
given us of his Writing, that, 
notwithſtanding the Abuſe he has 
dar'd to vent againſt Mr. Fl—t- 
20— 4 for not accepting it, I can 
ſcarcely believe it to have been 
his own. It is called | 

The SA LO IAN Squire, Dra- 

. matic Tale, 
Da Ax, Dr. James. —This 
Gentleman was born at Cambridge 
in 1667,——He was educated at 
Gonville and Caius College, Cam- 
bridge, where he took his De- 
grees in Phyſic.— He became af- 
terwards a Fellow of the College 

-of Phyſicians, and attained to 
confiderable Eminence in that 
Profeſſion.— He wrote one dra- 
wWatic Piece, entitled, 

The Sham Lawyrr. C. 

DrAav Ton, Mr, Micbael. 
This Gentleman, who was a Poet 
of great Renown in the Reigns 

of Queen Elizabeth, James I. and 
Carles I. was of a very ancient 
Family, originally deſcended from 
the Town of Drayton in Leicef- 
tcrſhire ; but his Parents remov- 
ing into Warwickfiire, he was 
born at a little Village, called 
Harſul, in that County, in 1563. 
Whilſt he was extremely young, 
he gave ſuch Prooſs of a growing 
Genius, as render'd him a Fa- 
vorite with his Tutors, ard pro- 
cur'd him the Patronage of ſome 
Perſons of Diſtinction; for from 
his own Words we may gather, 
_ that even at ten Years of Age he 
| had made a conſiderable Profi- 
ciency in the Latin Tongue, and 
was Page to fome Perſon of Qua- 


lity.—Sir Afton Cockain mentions 


| his having been for ſome Time a 
Student at Oxford, tho' it is moſt 
probable that he compleated his 


Studies at the other Univerſity, 


—Hs Propenſity to Poetry was 


2 


extremely ſtrong, even from hi 
Infancy, and we find the moſt of 
his principal Poems publiſhed, 
and bimſelf highly diſtinguithed 
as a Poet, by the Time he wy 
about thirty Years of Age. «| 
appears, from his Poem of Nai 
Birth and Miracles, that he was: 
SpeQator at Dover of the famay 
Spaniſh Armada, and it is ng 
improbable, that he was engage 
in ſome military Employment 
there.—lt is certain, that not on- 
ly for his Merit as a Writer, but 
his valuable Qualities as a Man, 
he was held in high Eſtimatios, 
and ſtrongly patronized by ſeven 
Perſonages of Conſequence ; par. 
ticularly by Sir Henry Goodere, di 
Walter Aſton, and the Counteſs 
Bedford, to the firſt of whom te 
owns himſelf indebted for grit 
Part of his Education, and by the 
ſecond he was for many Yea 
ſupported. | |, 

At the Coronation of Kire 
James I. Sir Halter Afton fird 
on Mr. Drayton as one of the 
"Squires to attepd him at his 
Creation of Knight of the Bath 
and it has been alledged that, 
during King James's Miniftn, 
our Poet was inſtrumental in: 
Correſpandence carried on betyr 
that Prince and Queen F/;zabtth, 
— This Aſſertion, however, want 
Confirmation, and the rather, 2 
we find that, tho? Draytn di 
unqueſtionably. ſtoop to grols Flat 
tery to that Monarch, in ſon: 
Poems written on his Acceſſion, 
yet he met with no Preferment 
from him, and even his Poem 
themſelves met with a very col 
and unfavourable Reception. 

His Poems are very numero, 
and ſo elegant, that his Manne 
bas been copied by many moden 
Writers of Eminence ſince.— 
Among thefe the moſt celebrate 
one is the Poly-Olbion, which 
a 
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a Deſcription of the ſeveral Parts 
of this Iſland, in twelve Foot 
E Verſe, and contained in thirty 
= Books, or, as the Author has 
© himſelf called them, Songs. 
Neither Langbaine, Jacob, nor 
any of the other Writers have 
mentioned him as a Dramatiſt, 
but Coxeter tells us, that he has 
ſeen an old MS. to the Play, 
called, | 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton, 

Com. | 

which declares it to have been 
written by Michael Drayton, Eſc; 
and as the earlieſt Edition of that 
Piece is dated in 1612, at which 
Time our Author was in very 
high Eſtimation, it is moſt pre- 
bable ro have been his. 

This celebrated Bard died in 
1631, being 68 Years of Age, 
and was buried among the Poets 
in N eſiminſter-Al bey. — Over his 


Crave is erected a handſome Ta- 


ble Monument of Blue Marble, 
adorned with his Effigies in Buſto 
laureated. | 

Drury, 7Iomat.—— Of this 
Centleman I know nothing more, 
than that he was an Attorney at 
Law, and wrote the three follow- 
ing Farces, vis. ; 

1. Devil of a Duke, Ballad 

Farce, | 

2. Meck Captain. F. 

3. Rival Miiliners. F. 

Duv DEN, Jobn, Eſq;—— As 


mis very eminent Poet had but 


little C ncern with public Affairs, 
any farther than by his Writings, 
and as the Incidents of his Life 
had no great Variety in them, or 
at leaſt very few of them are on 
Record, I ſhall moſtly confine 
myſelf in this Detail of his Hiſ- 
tory, to his Proceedings and Pro- 
greis in literary and poe ical 
Fame,—It will therefore be ſuf- 
ficient to inform my Readers, 


that he was the Son of Eraſmus 
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Dryden, Eſq; of Tichmarſh, and 
Grandſon of Sir Eraſmus Dryden, 
of Canonſbury, both in Nerthamp- 
tonſhire, and that he was born 
ſome Lime in the Year 1631, at 
Cllabincle, or Aldwincle near Oun- 
dle, in the ſaid County; a Vil- 
lage, which, as he himſelf in- 
forms us, belonged to the Earl of 
Exeter, and which was alſo fa- 
mous for giving Birth to the ce- 
lebrated Dr, Thomas Fuller, the 
Hiſtorian. : 

He received the Rudiments of 
his Grammar Learning at West- 
m:i»ſler School, under the learned 
Dr. Buſby, and from thence was 
removed in 1650 to Cambridge, 
being elected Scholar of Trinity 
College, of which he appears, by 
his Latin Verſes in the Epithala- 
mia Car tabrigienſ. to. 1662, to 
have been afterwards a Fellow. 
Yet, in his earlier Days he gave 
no very extraordinary Indications 
of Genins, for, even the Year 
before he quitted the Univerſity, 
he wrote a Poem on the Death of 
Lord Haſtings, which was by no 
Means a Pre fage of that amazing 
Perſection in poetical Powers 
which he afterwards poſſeſs'd.,— 
His firſt Play, wiz. the Wild 
Callants, did not appear till he 
was not much lets than forty 
Years of Age, and then met with 
ſuch indifferent Succeſs, that had 
not Neceflity afterwards com - 
pelled him to purſue the arduous 
Taſx, the Engliſh Stage had per- 
haps never been favoured with 
ſome of it's brighteſt Ornaments, 
But to proceed more regularly, 
-—-On the Death of Oliver Crom- 
zoell he wrote ſome heroic Stan- 
zas to his Memory; but on the 
Reſtoration, being . defirous of 
ingratiating himſelf with the new 


Court, he wrote, firſt, a Poem 


entitled Aſtræa redux, and after- 
wards a Panegyrick to the King 
| on 
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on his Coronationr—In 1662, he 
addreſſed a Poem to the Lord 
Chancellor Hyde, preſented on 
Neww-Year's Day; and in the 
ſame Year a Satire on the Dutch. 
— In 1668 appear'd his Anus 
Mirabilts, which was an hiſtorical 
Poem in Celebration of the Duke 
of York's Victory over the Dutch. 
— Theſe Pieces at length obtain- 
ed him the Favour of the Crown, 
and Sir Witham D' Averant dying 
the ſame Year, Mr. Dryden was 
appointed to ſucceed him as Poet- 
Laureat.— About this Time atio 
his Inclination for writing for the 
Stage ſeems firſt to have ſhewn 
itſelf, for, beſides his Concern 
with Sir Villiam D' Avenant in 


the Alteration of Shakeſprere's 


Tenipeſft, which was the laſt Work 
that Gentleman was engaged in, 
Mr. Dryden in 1669 produced 
his Vild Gallants, a Comedy. — 
This, as I have before obferved, 
met with very indifferent Succeſs ; 
yet the Author, not being diſ- 
couraged by it's Failure, ſoon af- 
ter gave the Public his Indian 
Emperor, which finding a more 
favourable Reception, encouraged 
- him to proceed, and that with 
fuch Rapidity that, in the Key 
to the Duke of Buckingham's Re- 
hearſal, he is recorded to have 
engaged himſelf by Contract for 
the writing of four Plays per 
Year ; and indeed, in the Years 
1679 and 1680, heappears to have 


fulfilled that Contract.— To this 


unhappy Neceffity that our Au- 
thor lay under, are to be attri- 
buted all thoſe Irregularities, 
| thoſe bombaſtic Flights, and ſome- 
times even puerile Exuberances, 
which he has been fo ſeverely 
criticized on for, and which, in 
the unavoidable Hurry in which 
he wrote, it was impoſſible he 


mould fine Time to reviſe, either 


Diſpoſition would not permit him 


very juſt Applauſe which Mr. 


Author by no Means of equal Me- 
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for the lopping away or corred. 
ing.—This alſo is ſurely a ff. 
cient Excuſe for his borrowing 
many Things both with Regay 
to his general Plots, and the 
particular Incidents of ſome of 
his Plays, from other Author, 
and indeed, it is much leſs to be 
wonder'd, that under all theſe Dif. 
advantages he was obliged to ap. 
ply to thoſe Reſources which his 
Enemies have affixed the Charge 
of Plagiariſm on him for, tha 
that he ſhould produce ſo many 
admarable Originals as in Deſpite 
of them all he has done; for 
even at the very Period I hare 
mentioned, we find two of the 
beſt Plays our Language has been 
honour'd with, wiz. The Sa- 
nifh Fryar and A! for Love, in 
the Number of ' thoſe Publica. 
tions, | 
In 1675, the Earl of Rocheſter, 
whoſe envious and malevolent 


to ſee growing Merit meet with 
rt's due Reward, and was there. 
fore ſincerely chagrin'd at the 


Dryd-n's dramatic Pieces had been 
received with, was determined, 
if poſſible, to ſhake his Intereſt 
at Court, and fucceeded fo far as 
to recommend Mr, Crozone, an 


rit, and at that Time of an ob- 
ſcure Reputation, to write 2 
Maſque for the Court, which cer- 
tainly belonged to Mr, Dryder's 
Office as Poet Laureat.——Nor 
was this the only Attack, nor 
indeed the moſt potent one, that 
Mr. Dryden's juſtly acquired Fame 
drew on him, forſome Years before 
the Duke of Puckingham, a Man 
of not much better a Character 
than Lord Rocheſter, had moſt ſe- 
verely ridiculed ſeveral of our Au- 
thor's Plays, in his admired Piece 

| called 
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| ealled the Rebearſal,—But though 
the intrinſic Wit which runs 
| through that Performance cannot 


even to this Hour fail of exciting 


our Laughter, yet at the ſame 
Time it ought not to be the 
Standard on which we ſhould fix 


Mr. Dryden's poetical Reputation, 
if we conſider that the Pieces 
there ridiculed are not any of thoſe 
which are look'd on as the Chef 


© D'Owwvres of this Author, that 


the very Paſſages burleſqued, are 
frequently, in their original 
Places, much leſs r:diculous, than 


ben thus detached, like a rotten 


Limb, from the Body of the 
Work, and expoſed to View with 


1 additional Diſtortions, and diveſt- 


ed of that Connection with the 
other Parte, which, while it pre- 
ſerved, gave it not only Symme- 


try but Beauty; and laſtly, that 


the various inimitable Beauties, 
which the Critic has ſunk in Ob- 
livion, are infinitely more nu- 
merous than the Deformities 
which he has thus induſtriouſſy 


brought forth to our more imme- 


diate Inſpection. 

Mr. Dryden, however, did not 
ſuffer theſe Attacks to paſs with 
Impunity, for in 1679 there came 
out an Eſſay on Satire, ſaid to be 
written jointly by that Gentle- 
man and the Earl of Mulgrave, 
containing ſome very ſevere Re- 
flections on the Earl of Rocheſter 


| 2nd the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth, 


who, it is not improbable, might 


be a joint Inftrument in the 


adove-mentioned Affront ſhewn 
to Mr. Dryden, and in 1681 be 
publiſhed his Abſalom and Achi- 
tþhel, in which the well-known 
Character of Zimri, drawn for 
the Duke of Puckingham, is cer- 
tainly ſevere enough to repay all 
the Ridicule thrown on him by 


| that Nobleman in the Character 


of Bayen.— The Reſentment 
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ſhewn by the different Peers was 


very different; Lord Rocheſter, 
who was a Coward as well as a 
Man of the moft depraved Mo- 
rals, baſely hired three Ruffians 
to cudgel Dryden in a Coffee- 
houſe ; but the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, as we are told, in a more 
open Minner, took that Taſk. 
on himſelf, and at the ſame Time 
preſ ned tim with a Purſe con- 
taining no very trifling Sum of 
Money, telling bim that he gave 
him the Beating as a Puniſhment 
for his Impudence, but beſtowed 


the Gold on him as a Reward for 


his Wit. 

In 1680 was publiſhed a Tranf- 
lation of Owid's Epiſtles in Engliſb 
Verſe, by ſeveral Hands, two of 
which, together with the Preface, 
were by Mr. Dryden. —In 1682, 
came out his Religio Laici, de- 
ſigned as a Defence of revealed 
Religion, againſt Deiſts, Papiſts, 
Sc. and in 1684, he publiſhed a 


Tranſlation of M. Maimbourg's 


Hiſtory of the League, which he 
had undertaken by the Command 
of King Charles II_——On the 
Death of that Prince he wrote a 
Poem ſacred to his Memory, en- 
titled Threnodia Auguſtalts. 


Soon atter the Acceſſion of 


King James II. our Author 
changed his Religion for that of 
the Church of Rome, and wrote 


two Pieces in Vindication of the 


Romiſh Tenets, viz. A Defence of 
the Papers, written by the late 
King, of bleſſed Memory, found 
in his ſtrong Box, and the cele- 
brated Poem, afterwards anſwer- 


ed by Lord Hallifax, entitled the 


Hind ard the Panther, —By this 
extraordinary Step he not only 


engaged himſelf in Controverſy, 


and incurred much Cenſure and 
Ridicule from. his Cotemporary 
Wits, but, on the Completion of 
the Revolution, being, on — 
0 
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of his newly - choſen Religion, 


eiſqualified from bearing any Of- 
Kee under the Government. he 
was ftripped of the Laurel, which 
to his ſtill greater Mortification 
was beſtowed on Richard Flecknoe, 
a Man to whom he had a moſt 


| Fettled Averſion.— This Circum 


ſtance occaſioned his writing the 
very ſevere Poem, called Mac 
Flecknoe. | 

Mr. Dryden's Circumſtances 
had never been affluent, but now 
being deprived of this little Sup- 
port, he found himſelf reduced 
to the Neceſſity of writing for 
meer Bread. We conſequently 
find him from this Period en- 
gaged in Works of Labour as well 
as Genius, v. in tranſlating 
Works of others; and to this 
Neceſſity perhaps our Nation 
ſtands indebted for ſome of the 
beſt· Tranſlations extant. —In the 
Year he loft the Laurel he pub- 
liſhed the Life of St. Francis Xa- 
ver, from the French.—In 1693, 
came out a Tranſlation of Juvena. 
and Perſius, in the firſt ot which 
he had a conſiderable Hand, and 
of the latter the entire Execu- 


tion.— In 169 5 was publiſhed his 
Proſe Verſion of Freſnoy's Art of 


Painting, and the Year 1697 
gave the World that Tranſlation 
of Virgil's Works entire, which 
ſtill does, and perhaps ever will, 
ftand foremoſt among the At- 
tempts made on that Author.— 
The Petite Pieces of this eminent 
Writer, ſuch as Prologues, Epi- 
logues, Epitaphs, Elegies, Songs, 

c. are too numerous to ſpeciſy 
bere, and too much diſperſed to 
direct the Reader to.— The great - 
eſt Part of them however are to 

de found in a Collection of Miſ- 
cellanies, in fix Vol. 12 20. 
His laſt Work is what is called 
his Fables, which conſiſt of many 
af the moſt intereſting Stories in 
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Hemer, Ovid, Boccace and (lu, 
cer, tranſlated or modernized in 
the moſt elegant and poetical 
Manner, together with ſome ori, 


ginal Pieces, among which is that 


amazing Ode on St. Cæcilia's Da, 
which, tho? written in the very 
Decline of it's Author's Life, ani 
at a Period when Old Age ary 
Diſtreſs conſpired as it were tg 
damp his poetic Ardor and cli 
the Wings of Fancy, yet poſleſſe, 
ſo much of both, as would be 
ſufficient to have render'd hin 
immortal, had he never written 
a fingle Line beſides, 

Dryden married the Lady EI. 
wabeth Heward, Siftcr to che Eu 
of Berkfoire, who furvived hin 
eight Years, though for the laf 
four of them ſhe was a Lunatic, 
having been deprived of her Senſ 
by a nervous Fever.— By thi 
Lady he had three Sons, who all 
ſurvived him. Their Names 
were Charles, Jobn and Henry, 
Of the laſt of theſe I can trace 
no Particulars, —The ſecond ſom! 
little Account will be given of in 
the ſucceeding Article, and with 
Reſpect to the eldeſt there is: 
Circumſtance related by Carli 
MWilſon, Eſq in his Life of (u. 
greve, which ſeems ſo well at. 
teſted, and is itſelf of fo very ei- 
traordinary a Nature, that I ca- 
not avoid admitting it to a Plate 
here.—-The Event is as follows. 

Dryden, with all his Under. 
Nanding, was weak enough to be 
fond of Judicial Aſtrology, and 
uſed to calculate the Nativity © 
his Children.— When his La 
was in Labour with his Sot 
Charles, he being told it was de- 
cent to withdraw, laid bis Watch 
on the Table, begging one of the 
Ladies then preſent, in 2 mol 
ſolemn Manner, to take exif 
Notice of the very Minute te 
Child was born, which —_ 
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* 44th Year is, I fear” 
he was interrupted by the immo- 
derate Grief of his Lady, who 
could no longer hear Calamity 
| rrookeried to befall her Son,— 
The Time at laſt came, and Au- 
| guſt was the i nauſpicious Month 


| have him take 


1 


4 ac vainted him with it. 
| ng Week after, when his 


Lady was pretty well recovered, 


0 


Mr. Dryden took Occaſion to tell 
ber that he had been calculating 
| the Child's Nativity, and obſerv- 
ec, with Grief, that he was born 
in an evil Hour, for Jupiter, Le- 


uus and the Sun, were all under 


the Earth, and the Lord of his 
Aſcendant afflicted with a hate- 
fol Square of Mars and Saturn. — 
Ir he lives to arrive at the Sth 
© Year, ſays he, he will go near 
4 to die a violent Death on his 
| « very Birth - Day, but if he 
| © ſhould eſcape, as I ſee but ſmall 


« Hopes, he will in the 23d 


% Year be under the very ſame 
evil Direction, and if he ſhould 


« eſcape that alſo, the 33d or 
here 


in which yonng Dryden was to 
enter into the eighth Year of his 


| Age —The Court being in Pro- 
preſs, and Mr, Dryden at leiſure, 
he was invited to the Country- 


Seat of the Earl of Berkſhire, his 
Brother-in-Law, to keep the long 
Vacation with him in Charlton in 


Vin; his Lady was invited to 
ber Uncle Mordaunt's, to paſs 


the Remainder of the Summer, — 
When they came to divide the 
Children, Lady F/izabeth would 
John, and ſuffer 
her to take Charles; but Mr, 
Dryden was too abſolute, and 


| they parted in Anger; he took 
Chart with him, and the was 
| obliged to be eontent with John. 


When the fatal Day came, the 


Anxiety of the Lady's Spirits oc- 
affioned ſuch an Efferveſcence of 
| Blood, as threw her into ſo vio- 


D R 


lent a Fever, that her Life was 
deſpaired of, till a Letter came 
from Mr. Dryden, reproving her 
for her Womaniſn Eredulity, and 
aſſuring her that her Child was 
well, which recovered her Spirits, 
and in ſix Weeks after ſhe re- 
ceived an Ecclaircifſement of the 
whole Affair. — Mr. Dryden, ei- 
ther through Fear of being reck . 
oned ſuperſtitious, or thinking it 
a Science beneath his Study, was 
extremely cautious of letting any 
one know that he was a Dealer 
in Aſtrology; therefore could not 


excuſe his Abſence, on his Son's 


Anniverſary, from a general 
Hunting Match Lord Berkftrre 
had made, to which all the ad- 
jacent Gentlemen were invited, 


When he went out, he took Care 


to ſet the Boy a double Exerciſe 
in the Latin Tongue, which he 
taught his Children himſelf, with 
a ſtrict Cherge not to ftir out of 
the Room till his Return; welt 
knowing the Taſk he had ſet 
him would take up longer Time, 
Charlez was performing his Duty, 


in Obedience to his Father, but 


as ill Fate would have it, the 
Stag made towards the Houſe ; 
and the Noife alarming the Ser- 
vants, they haſted out to ſce the 
Sport,—One of them took young 
Dryden by the Hand, and led'him 
out to ſee it alſo, when, juſt as 
they came to the Gate, rhe Stag 
being at Bay with the Dogs, made 
a bold Puſh, and leaped over the 
Court Wall, which was very low, 
and very old ; and the Dogs fol- 
lowing, threw down a Part of the 
Wall ten Yards in Length, un- 
der which Charles Dryden lay bu- 
ried.— He was immediately dug 
out, and after ſix Weeks lan- 
guiſhing in a dangerous Way he 
recovered; ſo far dens Pre- 
diction was fulfilled : In the 
twenty-third Year of his Age, 

Charles 
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| Charles fell from the Top of an 


old Tower belonging to the Va- 
tican at Rome, occaſioned by a 


Swimming in his Head, with 


which he was ſeized, the Heat 
of the Day being exceſſiv e. He 
again recovered, but was ever af- 
ter in a languiſhing ſickly State, 
Ia the thirty-third Year of his 
Age, being returned to England, 
he was unhappily drowned at 
Windſor, —He had with another 
Gentleman ſwam twice over the 
Thames ; but returning a third 
Time, it was ſuppoſed he was 
taken with the Cramp, becauſe 
he called. out for Help, tho' too 
late. —Thus the Father's" Calcu- 
lation proved but too prophetical. 
At laſt, after a long Life, 
harraſs'd with the moſt laborious 
of all Fatigues, wiz. that of the 
Mind, and continually made 
anxious by Diſtreſs and Difficulty, 
our Author departed this Life on 
the firſt of May 1701, and was 
interred in Weſtminfler- Albey,— 
On the 19th of April he had been 
very bad with the Gout and Eri- 
ſipelas in one leg ; but he was 
then ſomewhat - recovered, and 
deſigned to go abroad; on the 
Friday following he eat a Par- 
_ tridge ſor bis Supper, and going 
to.take a Turn in the little Gar- 
den behind bis Houſe in Gerard- 
Street, he was ſeized with a vi- 
olent Pain under the Ball of the 
great Toe of his right Foot; that, 


unable to ſtand, he cried out for 


Help, and was carried in by his 
Servants, when, upon ſending for 
Surgeons, they found a ſmall 
black Spot in the Place affected; 
he ſubmitted to their preſent Ap- 
plications, and when gone called 
bis Son Charles to ham, ufing 
theſe Words. — I know this 
ce black Spot is a Mortification: 
ff I know alſo, that it will ſeize 
& my 


* 3 4 


The Lord Halifax likewiſe ſent 


Head, and that they will 


. ͤͤuʃ ͤ ˙ an 
———— 
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attempt to cut off my Ly, 
« but I command you my 80 
* by your filial Duty, that yoy 
© do not ſuffer me to be diſmen. 
ee bered: As he foretold, th, 
Event proved, and his Son wy 
too dutiful to diſobey his Fa. 
ther's Commands, | 

On the Wedneſday Morning 
following, he breathed his 1af, 
under the moſt excruciating Pain, 
in the 6gth Year of his Ape, 

The Day after Mr. Dryde' 
Death, the Dean of 7V:fminfy 
ſent Word to Mr. Dryden's Wi. 
dow, that he would make a Pie. 
ſent of the Ground, and all other 
Abbey-Fees for the Funeral: 


to the Lady Elzabeth, and tg 
Mr. Charles Dryden, offering to 
defray the Expences of our Poet's 
Funeral, and afterwards to be- 
ſtow 500 l. on a Monument in 
the Abbey; which generous Of- 
fer was accepted, —Accordingh, 
on Sunday following, the Con- 
pany being aſſembled, the Corpſe 
was put into a Velvet Heal, 
attended by eighteen mourning 
Coaches.—When they were jut 
ready to move, Lord Feferys, Son 
of Lord Chancellor 72 ; 
Name dedicated to Infamy, with / 
ſome of his rakiſh Companions 
riding by, aſked whoſe Funeral i 
was; and being told it was Mr, 
Dryden's, he proteſted he ſhould 
not be buried in that private 
Manner, that he would himſelf, 
with the Lady Elizabeth's Leave, 
have the Honour of tbe Inter- 
ment, and would beſtow a thou- 
ſand Pounds on a Monument i 
the Abbey for him.— This put à 
Stop to their Proceſſion; and the 
Lord Fefferys, with ſeveral of the 
Gentlemen, who had alighted 
from their Coaches, went WP 
Stairs to the Lady, who was fic 
in Bed, —His Lordſhip * 
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purport of what he had ſaid 
whe * the Lady Elizabeth 
refuſing her Conſent, he fell on 
his Knees, vowing never to riſe 
| till his Requeſt was granted.— 
The Lady under a ſudden Surpriſe 
fainted away, and Lord Fefferys 

tending to have obtained her 
Conſent, ordered the Body to be 
carried to Mr. Ruſſel's an Under- 
taker in Cheap/ide, and to be left 
there till further Orders. In the 
mean Time the Abbey was lighted 
| up, the Ground opened, the 
Choir attending, and the Biſhop 
waiting ſome Hours to no Pur- 
pole for the Corpſe. —The next 
Day Mr. Cearles Dryden watted on 
my Lord Halifax, and the Biſhop 
and endeavoured to excuſe his 
Mother, by relating the Truth, 
Three Days after the Undertaker 
having received no Orders, waited 
en the Lord I erys; who pre- 
tended it was a drunken Frolic, 
that he remembered nothing of 
the Matter, and he might do 
what he pleaſed with the Body. 


ed on the Lady Elizaberh, who 
defired a Day's Reſpite, which 
was granted, —Mr, Charles Dryden 
immediately wrote to the Lord 
. Fefferys, who returned for An- 
wer, that he knew nothing of 
the Mattcr, and would be troubled 
no more about it. Mr. Dryden 
hereupon applied again to the Lord 
Halifax, and the Biſhop of Ro- 
chefler, who abſolutely refuſed to 
do any Thing in the Affair. 

In this Diſtreſs, Dr. Garth, 
who had been Mr. Dryden's in- 
timate Friend, ſent for the Corpſe 
to the College of Phyſicians, and 
propoſed a Subſcription; which 
ſucceeding, about three Weeks 
after Mr. Dryden's Deceaſe, Dr. 
Garth pronounced a fine Latin 
Oration over the Body, which 


Upon this, the Undertaker wait- 
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was conveyed from the College, 
attended by a numerous Train of 
Coaches to Weſtminſter- Abbey, but 
in very great Diſorder, —At laſt 
the Corpſe arrived at the Abbey, 
which was all unlighted, No 
Organ played, no Anthem ſung ; 
only two of the ſinging Boys pre- 
ceeding the Corpſe, who ſung an 
Ode of Horace, with each a ſmal! 
Candle in their Hand, When 
the Funeral was over, Mr. Charles 
Dryden ſent a Challenge to Lord 
FJeherys, who refuſing to anſwer 
it, he ſent ſeveral others, and 
went often himſelf ; but could 
neither get a Letter delivered, nor 
Admittance to ſpeak to him ; 
which ſo incenſed him, that find- 
ing his Lordſhip refufed to anſwer 
him like a Gentleman, he 1eſoly- 
ed to watch an Opportunity, and 
brave him to fight, though with 
all the Rules of Honour ; which 
his Lordſhip hearing, quitted the 
Town, and Mr. Charies never had 
an Opportunity to meet him, tho” 
he ſought it to his Death, with 
the utmoſt Application. 

Mr. Dryden had no Monument 
erected to him for ſeveral Years ; 
to which Mr. Pope alludes in his 
Epitaph intended for Mr, Rove, 
in this Line, 


Beneath a rude and nameleſs Stone 
be lies. 


In a Note upon which we are 
informed, that the Tomb of Mr, 
Dryden was erected upon this 
Hint, by Shefield Duke of Buck- 


irgham, to which was originally 


intended this Epitaph, 


This Sheffield raiſed.—The ſacred 
Duſt belosv, 

Was Dryden once; the rl} who 
does not know, 


[L] 


Whick 


Which was ſince changed into 
the plain Inſcription now upon 
it, TS. 


TT DREYDEN, 

Natus Aug. 9, 1631, 

Mortus Mail 1. 1701. 
Jobannes Sheffield, dux Buckingha- 


muenſis fecit. 


Mr. Dryden's Character has 
been very differently drawn by 
different Hands, ſome of which 
have exalted it to the higheſt De- 
gree of Commendation, and o- 
thers debaſed it to the ſevereſt 
Cenſure,—The latter, however, 


we muſt charge to that ſtrong 


Spirit of Party Which prevailed 
during great Part of Dryden's 
Time, and ovght therefcre 
to be taken with great Allow- 
ances. Were we indeed to form 
a Judgment of the Author from 
ſame of his dramatic Writings, 
we ſhould perhaps be apt to con- 
clude him a Man of the moſt li- 
cent'ous Morals, many of his 
Comedies containing a great Share 
of Looſeneſs, even extending to 
Obſcenity; but if we conſider 
that, as the Poet tells us, 


Thoſe zo ho live to pleaſe, muff fleaſe 


to li ve, 


if we then look back to the ſcan- 
dalous Licence of the Age he 
lived in, the Indigence which at 
Times he wuncerv.ent, and the Ne- 
ceſſity he conſequently lay under 
of complying with the public 
Taſte however deprav'd, we thail 
ſurely not refuſe our Pardon to 
the compelled Writer, nor our 
Credit to thoſe of his Cotempora- 
ries, who were intimately ac- 
quainted with him, and wha have 
 afvr'd us there was nothing re- 
m.rkably vicious in h:s perſonal 
Character, 
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From ſome Parts of his Hiſtory 
he appears unſteady, and to hare 
too readily temporized with the 
ſeveral Revolutions in Church ang 
State, —This however might in 


ſome Meaſure have been owing 


to that natural Timidity and Dif. 
fidence in his Diſpcſition, which 
almoſt all the Writers ſeem to 


agree in his poſſeſſing. —Congrey, 


whoſe Authority cannot be ful. 
pected, has given us ſuch an Ac. 
count of him, as makes him zp. 
pear no leſs amiable in his pri. 
vate Character as a Man, than 
he was illuſtrious in his public 
one as a Poct,—— In the former 
Light, according to that Gentle. 
man, he was humane, compal- 
fionate, forgiving, and ſincerely 
friendly, —Of an extenfive Rex- 
ding, a tenacious Memory, and 
a ready Communication, —Gentle 
in the Correction of the Writing 
of others, and patient under the 
Reprehenſion of his own Def. 
ciencies.— Eaſy of Acceſs him- 
ſelf, but flow and diffident in his 


Advances to others; and of all 


Men the moſt modeſt and the 
moſt eaſy to be diſcountenancel 
in his Approaches, either to his 
Superiors or his Fquals,—As to 
his Writings, he is perhaps the 
happieſt in the Harmony of his 
Numbers, of any Poet who ever 
lived either before or fince his 
Time, not even Mr. Pepe him- 
ſelf excepted, —His Imaginatien 
is ever warm, his Images noble, 
his Deſcriptions beautiful, and hj 
Sentiments juſt and becoming.— 


In his Proſe he is poetical with- 


out Bombaſt, conciſe without Pe- 
dantry, and clear without Pro- 
lixity.— As a Dramatiſt he hay 


perhaps, the leaſt Merit of all his 


Writings; and indeed the fair 
Confeflion which he has made of 
his Unſitneſs for the writing of 
Comedy, (and his comic Pieces 

1. 
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is that have been the moſt 
ſeverely handled by the Critics) 
would, one might 1magine, have 
deen ſufficient to ſilence the Cla- 
mour of that ſnarling Band.- 
The Paſſage is in his admirable 
Eſſay on Dramatic Poetry.—“ I 
«© want, (ſays he) that Gaiety of 
« Humour that is required in it. 
« —My Converſation is flow and 
« gull, my Humour faturnine 
and reſerved, In ſhort, I am 
« none ef thoſe who endeavour 
« to break Jeſts in Company, and 
© make Repartees ; fo that thoſe 
« who decry my Comedies, do 
© me no Injury, except it be in 
point of Profit. Reputation 
© in them is the laſt Thing to 
« which I ſhall pretend.“ 

In Tragedy allo he ſeems to 
have been very diffident of his 
own Merit, and conſcicus of the 
Diſadvantages he lay under from 
his compelled Neceſſity of ren- 
dering. his Pieces popular; and 
tho' there are many of them 
which are truly excellent, yet he 
tells us that he never wrote any 
Thing in the dramatic Way to 
pleaſe himfelf but his All for 
Love,——I ſhall, however, cloſe 
my Account of this celebrated 
Author with the Words of Mr. 
Congreve, who has borne the fol- 
lowing ſtrong Teſtimonial to his 
poetical Merit. 

« I may venture (Lays that 


Gentleman) to fay in general 


Terms, that no Man has written 
in our Language, ſo much, and 
ſuch various Matter; and in ſo 
various Manners ſo well. —Ano- 
ther Thing, I may ſay, was very 
reculiar to him, which is, that 
his Parts did not decline with his 
ears, but that he was an im- 
proved Writer to the laſt, even 


to near ſeventy Vears of Age; 


improving even in Fire and Ima- 
kination as well as in Judgment; 
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witneſs his Ode on St. Cæcilia's 
Day, and his Fables, his lateſt 
Performance. — He was equally 
excellent in Verſe and Proſe.— 
His Proſe had all the Clearneſs 
1maginable, without deviating to 
the Language or Diction of Po- 
etry.—In his Poems, his Diction 
is, whenever his Subject requires 
it, ſo ſublime, and ſo truly poe- 
tical, that it's Eſſence, like that 
of pure Gold, cannot be deſtroy- 
ed. — Take his Verſes, and diveſt 
them of their Rhimes, disjoint 
them of their Numbers, tranſ- 
poſe their Expreſſions, make 
what Arrangement or Diſpoſition 
you pleaſe in his Words; yet ſhall 
there eternally be Poetry, and 
ſomething which will be found 
incapable of being reduced to ab- 
ſolate Proſe.— What he has done 
in any one Species or diſtinct Kind 
of Wii ing, would have been ſuffi- 
cient to have acquired him a ve- 
ry great Name. — If he had writ- 
ten nothing but his Preiaces, or 


nothing but his Songs and his 


Prologues, each of them would 
have entitled him to the Pre- 
ference and Diſtinction ef ex- 
celling in it's Kind. 

Beſides his other numerous 
Writings, he was Author of, and 
concerned in, the following dra- 
matic Pieces, vi. 

1. ALBION and ALBANIUS. 

Oratorio, 

2. "ALEXANDER's Fraſ}, Ora- 

torio. 

3. All for Love. T. 

4. AMBOYNA, F. 

5. AMPHYTRION, C. 

6. Aſſignation. C. 

7. AURENGE-ZEBE. 

8. CLEOMENES, T. 

g. Conqueſt of GRAN ADA. T. 

W 
10. Den SE RBASTIAN. T. 
11, Duke of Guis E. T. (aſſiſt- 
cd by Lee.) 
R 


T . 


12. Eve- 
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12. Evening Love. 

13. Ix DAN Emperor, T. C. 

14. Kind Keeper, C. 

15. King ARTHUR, Dram. 
Opera. 

16. Love triumpbant. T. C. 

17. Mall. C. ( aſcribed to 


him, but not probable to 
be has.) 
Marriage a-la-Mode. C. 
Miſtaken Hu ſband. C. (only 
adopted by him and im- 
proved by the Addition of 
a Scene.) 

OE DIF uS 
TuEBES. T. (aſſiſted by 
N. Lee.) 

Riva Ladies. C. 
Secret Love. T. C. 

Sir MARTIN MARR-· 


ALL. C. 6 
T. C. 


| 18. 
19. 


20. 


21. 
gas. 
23. 


24. SrANISH Fryar. 
25. State of Innocence. Opera. 
26, Tempeſ. C. (alter'd from 


Shakeſpeare, with the Aſ- 
£ftance of Sir William 
D' Avenant. ) 
27. FTRoILUS and CRESSIDA, 
Trag. ; | 
28. Tyrannic Loves T. 
29. Will Gallant, C. 
Duvpen, Mr, Jobn, jun.— 
This Gentleman was ſecond Son 
to the great Poet laſt-mentioned, 
— He went early to Rome, where 
he was entertain'd by the Pope 
as one of the Gentlemen of his 
Bed - Chamber, and at which 
Place he died; but I cannot trace 
in what Year that Event hap- 
pened.— While he was abroad he 
wrote one Play, which he ſent 
over to his Father, who at length 
brought it on the Stage, though 
not till ſome Years after it was 
written, —It is entitled, 7 
The Huſtand bis own Cuckold. 
Com, 


DuyxEr, Mr, Thomas, —This 


Author was a Milliner in the 


New Exchange, but his Genius 


King of 
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leading him to dramatic Poetry 
he wrote ſeveral Pieces for the 
Stage, which at firſt met with 
good Succeſs, but afterwards ſun} 
into Contempt and Oblivion.— 
And indeed, the favourable Re. 
ception they found at their ff 
Appearance ſeems not to hare 
been ſo much owing to the Ce. 
nius of their Author, which wa 
but of a very moderate Rank, 
as to that Fondneſs of Abuſe 
and Scurrility which has been a]. 
moſt at all Times prevalent with 
the Public; and Mr, Du ffet ſtood 
more indebted to the great Name; 
of thoſe Authors whoſe Werk; 
he attempted to burleſque ang ri. 
dicule, viz. Dryden, Shadw:! 
and Settle, than to any Merit of 
his own,——Traveftie and Bur- 
leſque will ever create a Laugh; 
but, however 1ntended, can ne. 
ver do any eſſential Hurt to Per- 
formances of real Worth ; nor 
could the Mock Tenipeft, Pſyche | 
or Empreſs of Moreccv leſſen, in 
the Opinion of the judicious, the 
Value of the Originals on which 
they are founded. And altho' 
now and then a great Genius and 
a true Fund of Humour may 
ſtamp Immortality on a Burleſque, 
as in the Caſe of Scarron's Virgil 
traveſtie, and Cotton's Scarronide, 
yet, where a Deficiency of thoſe 
brilliant Qualities is apparent, and 
a Vein of Scurrility and perſonal 
I!l-Nature indulged, as in the 
above nam'd Works of Mr. Dyf- 
fet, tho* they may for a ſhort Pe- 
riod draw in the Public to join 
in the Laugh och them, yet it 
will conſtantly be found, in 2a 
little Time, to exchange it for 
laughing at them, and at length 
to condemn them to a perpetual 
Obſcurity and Contempt. n 
The Pieces Mr. Dufet has let: 
behind him, the beſt of which 
were thoſe which met with the 
wort 


2 


and Succeſs, are fix in Num- 
ber, V7Z, | 

1. Amorous old Woman. C. 

2. Peauty's Triumph. Maſque, 
| 3. Empreſs of Morocco, F. 

4. Mock Tempeſt, F. 

5, PsYCHE Debaucb d. Mock 

| Opera, 

6. Spaniſh Rogue, C. 

Ph gr. however, the firſt 
is every where ventioned as by 
an unknown Author, excepting 
by Langhaine, who attributes it 
to this Writer, 

DuncomBe, Mr. William, — 
This very ingenious and worthy 
Gentleman is ſtill living, a2d has 
fayvour'd the World with many 
little Pieces of Eſtimation in the 
poetical Way, —He has alſo pub- 
liſhed very good Tranſlations of 
two celebrated French Tragedies, 
the one of Racine, the other of 
Vaitaire, the firſt of which, how- 
ever, was never acted, or, I be- 
lieve, intended for the Stage, 
vx. | 
 ATHALIAH, Trag. 

Lucivs Juxivs BRurus. 
Trag. 

DVUnregr, Mr. T hon:4s. 

Altho' this Author's Name is 


perhaps as well known as that of 


any Writer extant, yet there are 
very few Particulars that can be 
traced concerning him, more than 
that he was born in Devonſpire; 
but of what Family, or in what 
Year, ſeems uncertain,—He was 
originally bred to the Law, but 
ſoon finding that Profeflion too 
ſaturnine for his volatile and 
lively Genius, he quitted it, to 
become 3 Devotee of the . : 
in which he met with no ſmall 
Succeſs, His dramatic Pieces, 


which are very numerous, were 
in general well received; yet, 
tho he has not been dead above 
1 Vears, there is not one of 
bem now on the Mutter Roll of 
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acting Plays; that Licentiouſnefs 
of Intrigue, Looſeneſs of Senti- 
ment, and Indelicacy of Wit, 
which were their ſtrongeſt Re- 
commendations to the Audiences 
for whom they were written, 
having very juſtly baniſhed them 
from the Stage in this Period of 
purer Taſte, —Yet are they very 
far from being totally devoid of 
Merit.— The Plots are in ge-cral 
buſy, intricate and entertaining; 
the Characters not ill drawn, al- 
tho? rather too farcical, and the 
Language, if not perfectly correct, 
yet eaſy and well adapted for the 
Dialogue of Comedy, —But what 
Mr. D Urfcy obtained his greateſt 
Reputation by, was a peculiarly 


happy Knack he pofleſſed in the 


writing of Satires and irregular 
Odes. - Many of theſe were upon 
demie Occaſions, ang Were or 
whoſe Cauſe he wrote; 3 4 
together with his natwual Viva- 
city and Good-Humour, cbta:ned 


him the Favour of great Nurebers 


of Perſons of all Ranks and Con- 
ditions, Monarchs themſelves not 
excluded, —He was ftrongly at- 
tached to the Tory Intereſt, and 
in the latter Part of Queen Anne 8 
Reign had frequently the Ronour 
of diverting that Princeſs with 
witty Catches and Songs of Hu- 
mour, ſuited to the Spirit of the 
Times, written by himſelf, and 
which he ſung in a lively and 
entertaining Manner. And 

the Author of the Guardian, 
who in No. 67 has given a very 
humorous Account of Mr, D'Urs 
fey, with a View to recommend 


bim to the public Notice fo; a - 


Benefit Pay, tells us, that he re- 
member'd King Charies II. leans 
ing cn Tem D'Urfcy's Shoulder 
more than once, and humming 
OVEr A Song will him. 
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He was certainly a very divert- 
ing Companion, and a chearful, 
honeſt, good-· natur d Man, fo 
that he was the Delight of the 
moſt polite Companies and Con- 
verſations from the Beginning of 
Charles II's to the latter Part of 
King George I's Reign, and ma- 
ny an honeſt Gentleman got a 
Reputation in his Country by 
pretending to have been in Com- 
pany with Tem D'Urfey,-—Yet, 
ſo univerſal a Favorite as he was, 
it 1s apparent, that towards the 
latter Part of his Life l:e Rood in 
Need of Aſſiſtance to prevent his 
paſſing the Remainder of it in a 
Cage like a ſinging Bird, for, to 
ſpeak in his own Words, as re- 
peated by the above-named Au- 
thor, © after having written more 
„ Odes than Horace, and about 
four Times as many Comedies 
as Terence, he found himfelf 
reduced to great Difficulties by 
the Importunities of a Set of 
Men, who of late Years bad 
furniſhed him with the Ac- 
commodations of Life, and 
„ would not, as we ſay, be paid 
* with a Song.“ - Mr, Add:fon 
then informs us, that in order to 
extricate him from theſe Difficul- 
ties, he himſelf immediately ap- 
plied to the Directors of the Play- 
houſe, who very generouſly agreed 
to act the Plotting Siſters, a Play 
of Mr. D'Urfey's, for the Benefit 
of it's Author.—What the Re- 
fult of this Benefit was does not 
appear, but it was probably ſuffi- 


cient to make him eaſy, as we 


fnd him living and continuing 
to write with thg fame Humour 
and Livelineſs to the Time of his 
Death, which happened on the 
25th of Feb. 1723.— What was 
his Age at this Time is not cer- 
tainly ſpecified any where, but 
he muſt have been conſiderably 
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advanced in Life, his firſt Play, 
which could ſcarcely have been 
written before he was twenty 
Vears of Age, having made it's 
Appearance forty ſeven Vears be- 
fore.—— He was buried in the 
Church - Yard of St. James's, 
Weſtminſter, 

Thoſe who have a Curioſity to 
ſee his Ballads, Sonnets, Fe. 
may find a large Number of them 
brought together in a Collection 
in three Volumes in Duodecimo, 
intitled Laugh ard be fat, or Piils 
to purge Melancholy, of which the 
Guard;an, in No. 29, ſpeaks in 
very favorable Terms, —'The Ti. 
tles' of his dramatic Pieces may 
be found in the enſuing Lift. 

1. ARIADNE, Paſt, Opera, 

Vid. Vol. I. APPENDII. 
» Banditti, C. 
BaTH, C. 

. Bussy D'AmBors, FT. 

Campaigners, C. 

Commonwealth of Wimen, 
Trag.-Com. . 

CYNTRHIA and EN Dr NI- 
oN. Opera. 

Don Qulixor E. 
three Parts. 

Fond Huſband. C. 

Fos /s Preferment. C. 

Fos turn' d Critic, C. 

GRECIAN Heroine, T7. 

13. Irjur'd Princeſs. T. C. 
14. Intrigue at VERSAILLES, 

Com. | 

15. Love fer Money. C. 

16. Madam FI KLE. C. 

17. Marriage hater match'd. C. 

18, MAsSANIELLO. Play. in 

two Parts. 

19. Modern Prophets. C. 

20. Old Mode and the New, C. 

21. . of BRENTFORD» 

all, Opera. 

22, Ricumony Heireſs, C. 

23. Royaliſt, C. 

24. Sicge of MEMPHIS. T. 

25. If 


Com, 10 


9. 
10. 
11. 


12. 


128 

25. Sir BARNABY Wuic, 
Com, 

26. Squire OI D Say, C. 

27. Trick for Trick, E. 

28. Virtuous Wife, C. 

29. Wonders in the Sun. Com. 
Opera, 


1 


R. Vid, K. F, 

„ EccresTON, Mr. Ed. 
card. Of this Gentleman I 
know no more than that he was 
Author of one dramatic Piece, 
entitled, ED 

 Neab's Flood. Opera, | 

It was aſterwards republiſhed by 
wo different Titles, wiz, 

The Catacliſm and 

The Deluge. 

EcHARD, The Rev, Mr. Laxv- 
rence.— This Gentleman was, I 
believe, the only Son of a Cler- 
gymar, who was poſſeſs'd of a 
good Eſtate in Suffo/t,—I do not 


find it recorded in what Year he 


was born, but one of his Tranſ- 
lations from Plautus, viz, that 
of the Amphitryo, was publiſhed 
in 1694. —He received his Edu- 
cation at the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, and ſoon after his quitting 
College, having taken Orders, 
was preſented to the Living of 


Welton and Elkington in Linco!n- 


foire, where he paſt about twenty 
Years of his Life.—In the Year 
1712, he was inftalled Archdea- 
con of Stotve and Prebend of Lin- 
coln.— He acquired a great Repu- 
tation by his Writings, more eſ- 
pecially his Hiſtory of England, 
which, tho? violently attacked by 
Oldnixon, is ſtill held in conſider- 
able Eſtimation.— In the drama- 
die Way he has produced nothing 


E D 
original, nor any thing intended 
for theatrical Repreſentation, but 
has, however, favoured the World 
with very good Tranſlations, from 
Plautus and Terence, of the nine 
following Comedies, vi. 
I. Adelphi, C. 
2. AMPHYTRION, 
3. Andria. 2. : 
4. Eripicus, C. 
5. Eunuchus, C. 
6. Heautontimorumenos. 
7 | 
8 


C. 


Hecyra. 
. PnoR MIO. 
9. Rudens, 
Mr. Echard died in 1730. | 
EDdwaRDs, Mr, Ricard. 
This very early Writer was born 
in Semerſet/hire in 1523, was ad- 
mitted a Scholar of Corpus Cbriſti 
College in Oxford, under the Tu- 
ition of George Etheridge, May 11, 
1540.—— In the Beginning of 


1547, being only twenty four 


Years of Age, he was elected a 


Student of the upper Table of 


Chriſt Church, at its Foundation 
by King Fenry VIII. and the fame 


Year took his Degree as Maſter of 


Arts,—In the Beginning of Queen 


Elizab:th he was made one of the 


Gentlemen of her Chapel, and 
Teacher of Muſic to the Chil- 
dren of the Choir,—Cherzvsod aſ- 
ſerts, but on what Foundation I 
know not, that he had a Licence 
granted him by that Monarch to 
ſuperintend the Children of the 
Chapel as her Majeſty's Compa- 


ny of Comedians; or, in other 


Terms, had a Patent as Manager 
of a Theatre Royal in that Reign. 
Be that as it will, it is certain 
that he was eſteemed both an ex- 
cellent Poet and Muſician, as 
many of his Compoſitions in Mu- 
fic (for he was not only ſkilled 
in the executive, but alſo in the 


- theoretical Part of that Science) 


and his Works in Poetry do 
ſhew ; for which be was highly 
valucd 
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valued by thoſe that knew him, 
eſpecially his Aſſociates in Lin- 
ccln's-Inn, of which Society he 
was not only a Member, but in 
ſome Reſpects an Ornament. 

He is almoſt one of our firſt 


dramatic Writers, having left be- 


hind him three Pieces, which 
were repreſented on the Stage, 
the earlicſt of which is dated as 
ſoon as 1562. —' heir Titles are, 
I. Damon and PYTHY AS, 
Com. . 
2. PALAMON and ARCYTE, 
| Com. in two Parts, 
The firſt of theſe was acted at 


Court and in the Univerſity, and 


is reprinted 1n the firſt Vol. of 
Doaſiey's Collection of old Plays. 
— Of the latter VVood has fur- 
niſted us with the follow- 
ing Anecdote, v!/2z. that being 
acted in Chrif# Church Hall, 
1566, before Queen E/zabcth, 


her Majeſty was ſo much delight - 


ed with it, that ſending for the 
Author to her, ſhe was pleaſed to 
give him many Thanks, with 


| Promiſe of Reward for his Pains, 
He alſo tells us, that in the 


ſaid Play was ated a Cry of 
Hounds in the Quadrant upon the 
Train of a Fox in the hunting of 
Theſeus; with which the young 
Scholars, who ſtood in the re- 
moter Parts of the Stage and in 
the Windows, were ſo much 
taken and ſurprized, ſuppoſing it 
had been real, that they cried 
cut, tee, there—be's caught, he's 
c<z74t,—All which the Queen, 
mertily beholding, ſaid, 0h ! ex- 
cellent ! thoſe Boys in very Truth 
are ready to leap out of the Min- 
dewws to follow the Hounds, —He 
adds moreover, that at a Sort of 
private Rehearſal of this Piece be- 
fore the Queen's Arrival at Ox- 
ford, in the Preſer ce of certain 
Courtiers, it was ſo well liked by 
them, that they ſaid it far ſur- 
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paſſed Damon and Pythyas, than 
which they thought nothing could 
be better; nay, ſome even ſaid, 
that if the Author proceeded to 
write any more Plays before his 
Death, he would certainly run 
mad,—This however was never 
put to the Teſt, for tho' he be- 
gan ſome other dramatic Pieces, 
he never finiſhed any but the 
above, Death taking him away, 


much lamented by all the inge. 


nious Men of his Time, that 
very Year 1566, —He wrote ſe- 
veral Poems, which were puh- 
liſhed after his Death, together 
with thoſe of ſome other Au- 
thors, in a Collection entitled, 4 
Paradije of dainty Deviſes, 1578, 
—And when he was in the Ex- 
trem.ty of his laſt Sickneſs, he 
wrote a Poem on that Occaſion, 
which was eſteemed a good Piecs, 
entitled, Edwards's Soultnil, or 
the Soules Knell, 

ELIZABETH, Queen, — Our 
Readers may perhaps be ſurprized 
to find the Name of this illuſtri- 
ous Princeſs among the Catalogue 
of our dramatic Writers, as it is 
well known that there is na 
Piece extant as hers. Let it 
would be an inexcuſable Omiffion 
in a Work of this Nature, were 
we to paſs over unnoticed the In- 
formation which Sir Robert Nuuu- 
ton and others have given us, that 
this Princeſs, for her own private 
Amuſement, tranſlated one of the 
Tragedies of Euripides from the 
Greek ; tho* which particular Play 
it was they have none of them 
ſpecified. —To attempt any Ae- 
count of the Events of the Life 
and Reign of this illuſtrious So- 
vereign, beſides that it would. far 
o'erieap the Bounds of this Work, 
would be an Act of abſolute Su- 
perfluity, as it has been 19 well 
and amply executed by many Hi 
torians of great Abit 

: Jl 
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Hall only here obſerve, that the 
Circumſtance on which we have 
here had Occafion to mention 
her, is one Teſtimonial among 
many of that Eminence in Learn- 
ing which ſhe maintained, and 
that ſhe not only was perfect 
Miſtreſs of moſt of the living 
Languages, but was alſo equaily 
well acquainted with the dead 
ones, and converſant with the 
Labours of the Ingenious in Ages 
far remote. 

EsTcouRT, Mr. Richard. — 
This Gentleman was an Actor as 
well as a Writer.— He was born 
at Terokſbury in Glouceſterſhire, 
according to Chetwwocd, (General 
Hiſt, of the Stage, p. 140) in 
1668, and received his Education 
at the Latin School of that Town, 
but having an early Inclination 
for the Stage, he ſtole away from 
his Father's Houſe at fifteen 
Years of Age, and joined a tra- 
velling Company of Comedians 
then at Vorceſter, where, for fear 
of being known, he made his 


firſt Appearance in Woman's 


Cloaths, in the Part of Roxana 
in Alexander the Great. — But this 
Diſguiſe not ſufficiently conceal- 
ing him, he was obliged to make 
his Eſcape from a Purſuit that 
was made after him, and, under 
the Appearance of a Girl, to 
make the beſt of his Way to 
Chitping Norton, —Here however 
being diſcover'd, and overtaken 
by his Purſuers, he was brought 
back to Tewkſbury, and his Fa- 
ther, in order to prevent ſuch Ex- 
curſions for the future, ſoon af- 
ter carried him up to Londen, and 
bound him Apprentice to an A- 
potheczry in Hatton Garden, 


From this Confinement Mr, Cbet- 
wood, who probably muſt have 
known him, and perhaps had 
theſe Particulars from his own 
Mouth, tells us, that he broke 
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away, and paſſed two Years 18 
England in an itinerant Life; but 
Jacob, and Mbincep after him, 
ſay that he ſet up in Buſineſs, but 
not finding it ſucceed to his Lik- 
ing, quitted it for the Stage, — 
Be this however as it will, it is 


certain that he went over to Je- 


land, where he met with good 
Succeſs on the Stage, from 
whence he came back to London, 
and was received in Drury Lane 
Theatre, —H1s firſt Appearapce 


there was in the Part of Dominic 


the Spaniſb Fryar, in which, al- 
tho' in himſelf but a very mid- 
ling Actor, he eftabliſhed his 
Character by a cloſe Imitation of 
Leigb, who had been very cele- 
brated in it, —And indeed, in this 
and all his other Parts, he was 
moſtly indebted for his Applauſe 
to his Powers of Mimickry, un 
which he was inimitable, and 
which not only at Times afforded 
him Opportunities of appearing a 
much better Actor than he really 
was, by enabling him to copy 
very exactly ſeveral Performers os 
capital Merit, whoſe Manner he 


remember'd and aſſum'd, but al- 


ſo by recommending him to a ve- 
ry numerous Acquaintance in pri- 
vate Life, ſecur'd him an Indul- 
gence for Faults in his publie 
Profeſſion, that he might other- 
wiſe perhaps never have been par- 
doned; among which he was re- 
markable for the Gratification of 
that ** pitiſul Ambition, as Shake 
ſpare juſtly files it, and for 
which he condemns the low Co- 
medians of his own Time, of 
imagining he could help h's Au- 
thor, and ſor that Reaſon fre- 
quently throwing in Additions of 
his own, which the Author not 
only had never intended, but per- 
haps would have conſidered as 
moſt oppoſite to his main Intene 


tion, 
Eftceurt 
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Eftceurt however, as a Compa- 
nion, was perfectly entertaining 
and agrecable, and Sir Richard 
Steele, in the Sectater, records 
him to have been not only a 
ſprightly Wit, but a Perſon of 
ealy and natural Pohliteneſs.—In 
a Word, his Company was ex- 
tremely courted by every one, and 
his Mimickry ſo much admir'd, 
that Perſors of the firſt Quality 
frequently invited him to their 
Entertainments, in order to di- 
vert their Friends with bis Drol- 
lery, on which Occaſions he con- 
ſtantly received very handſome 
Preſents for his Company, —A- 


mong others he was a great Fa- 
vourite with the great Duke of 


Marlborough, and at the Time 
that the famous Heęf Steak Club 
was erected, which conſiſted of 
the chief Wits and greateſt Men 
in the Kingdom, Mr, Eycourt 
had the Office aſſign'd him of 
their Providere, and as a Mark 


of Diſtinction of that Honour, he 
. us'd, by Way of a Badge, tc wear 
- a ſmall Gridiio:1 of Gold, Lung 
about his Neck with a Green Silk 


Ribband.—He quitted the Stage 
ſome Years before- his Death, 


which happened in 1713, when 


he was interred in the Pariſh of 
St. Paul's, Covent Garden, where 
his Brother Comedian, Joe Eaincs, 
had been buried a few Years be- 
fore, —He left behind him two 
dramatic Pieces, vr. 

1. Fair Example. C. | 

2. PRUNELLA, Interlude. 


The latter of theſe was only a Ri- 


dicule on the Abſurdity of the 


Italian Operas, at that Time, in 
which not only the unnatural 
Circumſtance was indulged of 
Muſic and Harmony attending 
on all, even the moft agitating 


Pafl:cns, but alſo the very Words 


themiclves which were to ac- 


company that Muſic, were writ- 


from a very good and ancient Fa- 


about the Year 1636,——lt is 


Stage his Comedy of the Comical 


Lord Rocheſber, Sir Charles Sediey, 


Comedy, viz. She qvou'd if ft 


E T 
ten in different Languages, ae. 
cording as the Perſormers why 
were to ſing them happened to ba, 
Talians or Engliſh. | 

ETHEREGE, Sir George, Knt, 
— This Gentleman, ſo remark. 
ble for his Wit and Gallantr, 
flouriſhed in the Reigns of Cha. Il. 
and James II, —He was deſcended 


mily in Oxferdſbire, and was born 


ſuppoſed that he received the 
early Parts of his Education at 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, tho' 
it does not appear that he made 
any long Reſidence there, an In. 
clination for ſeeing the World 
having led him to travel into 
France when he was very young, 
—— OQn his Return, he for ſome 
Time ſtudicd the Municipal Laus 
of this Kingdom at one of the 
Inns of Court, but finding that 
Kind of Study too heavy for his 
volatile and airy Diſpoſfition, and 
conſ:quently making but little 
Progreſs in it, he ſoon quitted it 
for Pleaſure and the Purſuit of 
gayer Accompliſhments, 

In 1664, he brought on the 


Revenge, or Lowe in a Tub, which 
met with good Succeſs, and in- 
troduced him to the Intimacy of 
the Earl of Derſet, with whom, 
as well as other leading Wits, 
ſuch as the Duke of Buckinghan, 


&c. his eaſy unreſerved Conver- 
ſation and happy Addreſs render'd 
him a very great Favourite, — 
The Succeſs of this inſpir'd him 
to the Writing of a ſtill better 


cos d. — This Piece rais'd gre 
Expectations of frequent Adi 
tions to the Amuſements of the 
Theatre from ſo able a Pen; but 
Mr, Etherege was too much ad- 


dicted to Pleaſure, and * 
£ e 


| og 

few Incitement: from Neceſſity, 
for him to give any conſtant Ap- 
lication to the Belles Lettres, 
which he made-only the Amuſe- 
ment of a few leiſure Moments. 
So that he produced but one 
Play more, and that not til eight 
Years after the preceding one.— 
This was the Man of Mode, which 
is perhaps the -moſt elegant Co- 
medy, and contains more of the 
real Manners: of high Life than 
any one the Enpg/rſh Stage was 


ever adorned with.—This Piece 


he has dedicated to the beautiful 
Ducheſs of York, in whoſe Ser- 
vice he then was, and who had 
ſo high a Regard for him, that 
| when, on the Acceſſion of King 

James II. ſhe came to be Queen, 
ſhe procur'd his being ſent Am- 


baſſador firſt to Hamburg and af- 
terwards to Ratiſton, where he 


continued till atter his Majeſty 
quitted this Kingdom. —Our Au- 
thor was addicted to certain gay 
Lxtravagances, ſuch as Gaming, 
and a moſt unbounded Indulgence 
in Wine and Women, and as by 
the latter of theſe Intemperances 
he had greatly damaged his Coun- 
tenance (for otherwiſe he was a 
handſome Man, being fair, ſlen- 
der and gentee]) fo by the former 
be had gre:tly impaired his For- 
tune; to retrieve which he paid 
his Addreſſes to a rich Widow; 
but ſhe being an ambitious Wo- 
man, had determined not to con- 
deſcend to a Merriage with any 
Man who could not, beſtow a Ti- 
tle on her, on which Account he 
| was obliged to purchaſe a Knights 
hood,—It does not appear whe- 
ther he had any Iſſue by this La- 
dy, but by Mrs. Barry the Ac- 


treſs, with whom he lived for 


ſome Time, he had one Daugh- 
ter, on whom; he ſettled a Fortune 
or five or fix thouſand Pounds; 
fie however died very young. 


1 


None of the Writers have ex- 


a cly frxed the Period of Sir 


George's Death, tho” all ſeem to 
place it not long after the Revo- 
lution, Some ſay that on that 
great Event he followed his Maſ- 
ter King James into France, and 
died there. — But the Authors of 
the Brographia Britannica mention 
a Report that he came to an un- 
timely Death, by an unlucky Ac- 
cident at Ratiſbon; for that, at- 
ter having treated ſome Company 
with a liberal Entertainmeat at 
his Houſe there, wnere he had 
taken his Glaſs too freely, and 
being, thro' his great Complai- 
ſance, too forward in waiting on 
his Gueſts at their Departure, 
fluſhed as he was, he tumbled 
down Stairs, and broke his Neck, 
and ſo fell a Martyr to Jollity and 
Civility. : i 

Sir Geerge Fitherege ſeems to 
have been perfectly formed for 
the Court and Age he lived in.— 
By the Letters which paſs d be- 
tween him and the Duke of 
Buckingham, the Earl of Rocheſter 
and Sir Charles Sedley, he appears 
to have been thoroughly a Liber- 
tine in Speculation as well as 
Practice, yet poſſeſs'd all that 
Elegance of Sentiment, and eaſy 
Afﬀability,.of Addreſs, which are 
ever the Characteriſtics of true 
Gallantry, but which the Liber- 
tines of the preſent Age ſeem to 
have very little Idea of. As a Wri- 
ter, he certainly was born a Poet, 
and ſeems to have been poſſeſſed 
of a Genius whoſe Vivacity need- 
ed no Cultivation ; for we have 
no Proofs of his having been a 
Scholar, —His Works have not, 
however, eſcaped Cenſure, on 


Account of that Licentiouſneſs 
which in the general runs thro? 


them, which render them dan- 
gerous to young unguarded Minds, 
and the more ſo for the lively and 

| genuine 


— = — - 
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genuine Wit with which it 1s 
gilded over, and which has there- 
fore juſtly baniſhed them from 
the Purity of the preſeat Stage. 

Sir George left behind him on- 
ly the three dramatic Pieces we 
have before-mentioned, wiz, 

1. Comical Revexge. C. 

2. Man of Mode. C. 

3. She wwor'd if fhe cou d. C. 


— 


F. 


AB TAN, Mr. Thomas All 


I find mentioned of this 
Author is, that he was ſometime 
one of the Footmen to K. George 
the ſecond, when Prince of Wales, 
and that he wrote one dramatic 
Piece, which was acted without 
Succeſs, called, So 

Trick apon Trick, Farce, 
FAN E, Sir Francis, jun. Kant. 
of the Bath. This honourable 
Author lived in the Reign of 
King Charles II.— He was Grand- 
ſon to the Earl of Weſtmoreland, 
(his Father being one of that 
Nobleman's younger Sons) and 
reſided for. the moſt Part at Ful- 
beck in Lincolnſbire.— He was ap- 
pointed, by the Duke of New - 
caſile, Governor, firſt of Don- 
- caſter, and afterwards of Lincoln, 
| Langbaine gives the higheſt Com- 


mendations of his Wit and Abi- 


lities, and indeed other of his 
Cotemporaries bave paid him high 
Compliments. — Beſides ſome 
Poems he has left the following 
dramatic Pieces, wiz. | 
1. Love in the Dark, C. 
2, Maſque for Lord Rocnes- 
 _ _ TER's VALENTINIAN. 
3. Sacrifice. Trg. 
Fa N SHA, Sir Richard, Bart. 
This Gentleman was the tenth 


and Critic Thomas Farne 
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and youngeſt Son of Sir Hey 
F. * wn of M are-Parꝭ in Herts 
fordſpire (Who had been created 
a Baronet by King Charles I. at 
the Siege of Oxford) and Brother 
to the Right Honourable Tena 
Lord Viſcount Fanſhaw.——Hy 
was born in 1607, and received 
the firſt Rudiments of Learning 
from that famous Grammarian 
aby, and 
compleated his Studies at the U. 
niverſity of Cambridge, from 
whence he ſet out on his Travels 
for the Attainment of farther 
Accompliſhments, —At his Re- 
turn, his promiſing Abilities re- 
commended him to the Favyour of 
King Charles I. who, in the Year 
1635, appointed him Reſident at 
the Court of Spain, for the ad- 
juſting of ſome Points in Diſpute 
between the two Powers, 

On the breaking out of the 
Rebellion he returned to Enplarg, 
and attaching himſelf with great 
Firmneſs to the Rcyal Cauſe, be. 
came intruſted in many very in- 
portant Affairs, particularly the 
Truſt of Secretary to the Prince 


of Wals, whom he attended in 


many of his Journeys. 

In 1648 he was made Tres 
ſurer of the Navy under Prince 
Rupert, which Poſt he kept till 
Sept. 2, 1650, when he was cre- 
ated a Baronet, and ſent an En- 
voy Extraordinary: to Spain. 
From thence being recalled to 
Scotland, where the King was, 
he ſerved as Secretary of State til 
the fatal Battle of Y/rcper, in 
which he was taken Priſoner, 
and committed for a long Time 
to cloſe Confinement in Londen, 
till at length, on Account of by 
Health, he was admitted to Bail 

In Feb. 1659 he repair'd to 
the King at Breda, and returnung 
to England at the Reftoration, i 
was expected he would have been 

appcinted 


/ appointed | 
He was, however, only made 
Maſter of Requeſts, an honoura- 
ble and lucrative Employment, 
and Secretary for the Latin 
Tongue. | 

In 1661, at which Time he 
was one of the Burgeſſes in Par- 
liament for the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, he was ſworn a Privy 
Counſellor for Ireland, and ſent 
firſt as Envoy Extraordinary, but 
afterwards endowed with a Ple- 
nipotentiary Commiſſion to the 
Court of Portugal, where he ne- 
gotiated a Marriage between his 
Maſter King Charles II. and the 
Infanta Donna Catharina, Daugh- 
ter to King Jobn VI. —Being re- 
called in 1663, he was ſworn of 
the Privy Council, and, in Fe- 
bruary 1661, ſent Ambaſſador to 
the Court of Madrid, to nego- 
tiate a Treaty of Commerce,— 


During his Reſidence there King 


Philip died, and Sir Richard, a- 
vailing himſelf of the Minority 
of his Son and Succeſſor, put the 
finiſning Hand to a Peace with 
Spain, a Treaty for which was 
ſigned at Madrid, Dec. 6. 1665. 
Having thus fully executed his 
Commiſſions, he was preparing 


for his Return to Englard, when, 


on the-14th of June 1666, he 
Vas ſeized at Madrid with a vi- 


olent Fever, which, on the 26th 


of the ſame Month, the very Day 


he had appointed for ſetting out 


on his Journey, put an end to 
his valuable Life, in the 59th 


Fear of his Age. — His Body be- 


ing embalmed, Was conveyed by 
Land to Calais, and ſo to London, 


from whence, being carried to A. 
balloaus Church in Herford, his 
Lady and all his furviving Chil- 


den attending, it was depoſited 
in' the Vault of his Father -in- 


Law, Sir Jebn Harriſon, by whoſe 


Secretary of State. 


FA 
eldeſt Daughter Sir Richard had 
fix Sons and eight Daughters, of 


whom however he left only one 


Son and four Daughters behind 


him. 


_ Here it remained till the 18th 
of May 1671, on which Day it 
was removed into the Pariſh 
Church of Vare, in the ſaid 
County, and there laid in a new 


Vault made or purchaſed on Pur- 


poſe for him and his Family, 
over which was erected an elegant 
Monument for him and his Lady; 
being near the old Vault. where 
all his Anceſtors of Ware Park 
lay interred, | 
His General Character is very 
conciſely conveyed by the Author 
of the ſhort Account of his Life 
prefixed to his Letters, who ſays 
of him, “ That he was remark- 
cc able for his Meekneſs, Since- 
ce rity, Humanity and Piety, and 
% was alſo an able Stateſman and 
%a great Scholar, being in par- 
ce ticular a compleat Maſter of 
% ſeveral Modern Languages, eſ- 
5 pecially the Hpaniſb, which he 


ſpoke and wrote with as much 


&© Advantage as if he had been a 
% Native,” "> CN 

As to his Writings, there- are 
few excepting his Letters during 
his Embaſſies (and which were not 
publiſhed till 1702, in 8 vo) that 
are original. The moſt being 


Tranſlations, and written, as it 


ſhould ſeem, by Way of Amuſe- 


ment and Relaxation during his 
Confi nement. 
Tranſlations is from the Tralien of 
the celebrated Cuarim, the other 


—One of theſe 


from the Spaniſbh of Antonio de 


Mendoxa.— Their Names are as 


follow, 
1. L Paſtor Fido. Paſtoral. 


2. Querer per folo querer, . Play 


of three Acts. 
N. B. To this Piece is added 
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another, a Tranſlation from 
the ſame Spaniſb Author, 
entitled, FTP: 
3. Fieſtes de Aranjuez 
Befides theſe he tranſlated into 
Latin Verſe a Paſtoral, written 
by Fletcher, entitled | 
The Faithful Shepherdeſs, | 
to which he has prefix'd the La- 
tian Title of 3 
4. La Fida Paſtora. 85 
FALKLAND, Henry Carey, Lord 
Viſcount.— This learned Noble- 
man, whom we find ſo juſtly ce- 
lebrated by Mr. Cozoley, was the 
only Son of Sir Lucius Carey, the 
great Lord Fallland, who died 
gloriouſly in the Field of Honour 
and in the Support of his King, 
at the famous Battle of Nezvbury, 
Sept. 20, 1643, —His Mother's 
Name was Lettice, a Daughter of 
Sir Richard Moriſon.— In what 
| Year he was born I have not 
been able to trace, but find him 
to have married a Margaret, 
Daughter of Anthony Hungerford, 
Eq; and that he died in 1663. — 
He ſeems to have inherited the 
Virtues of his Father, having 
render'd himſelf eminent and ve- 
ry greatly reſpected both at Court, 
in the Senate, and in his County 
of Oxfordſhire, of which he was 
Lord Lieutenant, not only for his 
extraordinaryParts, but alſo for his 
| heroic Spirit.—Largbarne tells us 
that he was cut off in the Prime 
of his Years (which indeed he 
muſt bave been, his Father hav- 
ing been no more than 44 Years 
of Age when he was kill'd, and 
this Son furviving him only by 
twenty Years) and that he was 


as much miſs'd and regretted 


when dead, as he had been be- 
Joved and reſpected while living, 
He left one Play behind him, 
which, altho' it contains a great 
Deal of true Wit and Satire, yet 
it ſeems dubious whether it was 


"TA : 


ever repreſented or not, as the 
Date of it's Publication is ſubſe- 
quent to that of it's Author'; 
Death.—It is entitled, 

The Marriage Night, T. 
This Play is republiſhed in Dod. 
ſley's Collection of old Plays, 
Vol. X. 

FARQUHAR, Mr, George. 
This Gentleman was deſcended 
from a Family of no inconſiderz. 
ble Rank in the North of Ireland, 
his Father being a Clergyman, 
and, according to ſome, Dean of 


 Armagh,—Ovr Author was bor 


at Londonderry in 1678, where he 
received the Rudiments of Em. 
dition, and from whence, as {on 
as he was properly qualified, he 
was ſent to the Univerſity of 
Dublin, in 1694. —He had ęixen 


very early Teſtimony of a pro- 


miſing Genius, and diſcover'd 
even at ten Years of Age a ſtrong 
Inclination for the Service of the 
Muſes.—By the Progreſs he mate 
in his Studies at the Univerſity, 
he acquired a conſiderable Repu- 
tation, but does not appear to 
have taken any Degree there, for 
the natural Livelineſs and Vols- 
tility of his Diſpoſition ſoon ren- 
der'd him weary of an Academic 
Life, —The polite Entertainments 


of the Town more forcibly a 


trated his Attention, but among 
them all none ſeem'd to fix fo 
ſtrong a Claim on his Regards 2 
the Theatre, of which he ſoon 
found in himſelf a Propenſity for 
being not only a SpeRator but: 
Performer.— His Intimacy with 
the celebrated Mr, Wilks migit 
probably ſtrengthen that Inclins- 
tion in him, and when that Gen- 
tleman engaged himſelf to Mr, 
Aſbury, the Manager of tht 
Dublin Theatre, Mr. Farquts 
was ſoon introduced on the Statt 
thro' his Means, —In this Situ 
tion he continued no longer = 
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pirt of one Seaſon, nor made 
any very confiderable Figure. — 
For tho' his Perſon was ſuffi- 
| ciently in his Favour, and that 
he was poſſeſſed of the Requiſites 
of a ſtrong retentive Memory, a 
juſt Manner of ſpeaking, and an 
caſy and elegant Deportment, yet 
his natural Diffidence and Timi- 
dity, or what is uſually termed 
the Stage-Terror, which he was 
never able to overcome, added to 
a thin Inſufficiency of Voice, 
were ſtrong Bars in the Way of 
| his Succeſs, more eſpecially in 
Tragedy. However, notwith · 
ſtanding theſe Diſadvantages, it 1s 
not improbable, as from his ami- 


able private Behaviour he was 


very much eſteemed, and had ne- 
yer met with the leaſt Repulſe 
from the Audience in any of his 


Performances, that he might have 
continued much longer on the 


Stage, but for an Accident which 
determined him to quit it on a 
fudden; for being to play the 
Part of Guyomar in Dryden : In- 
dian N who kills Faſquez, 
one of the Spano Generals, Mr. 
Farqubar, by ſome Miſtake, took 
a real Sword inſtead of a Foil on 
the Stage with him, and in the 
Engagement wounded his Bro- 
| ther Tragedian, who acted Vaſ- 
quez, in ſo dangerous a Manner, 
that, altho? it did not prove mor- 
| tal, he was a long Time before 
he recovered it; and the Conſi- 
deration of the fatal Conſequences 
that might have enſued, wrovght 
ſo ſtrongly on our Author's hu- 
mane Diſpoſition, that he took 
wp a Reſolution never to go on 


the Stage again, or ſubmit him- 


ſelf to the Poſſibility of ſuch ano- 
ther Miſtake, | 

Thus did Mr, Fargubar quit 
the Stage, at a Period of Life 
When few have even attempted to 
de on it, for at this JunRure he 
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could not have been much more 


than ſeventeen Years of Age, 


ſince ſome Time afterwards, when + 


Mr. Mils, being engaged again 
to Drury Lane Theatre, left Dub- 


lin, Mr. Fargubar accompanied ' 


him to London; and this Event 
happened no later than in the 
Vear 1696, at which Time he 


was but eighteen, Here his Abi- 


Itties and agreeable Addreſs met 
with conſiderable Encouragement, 
and in particular recommended 
him to the Patronage of the Earl 
of Orrery, who gave him a Lieu- 
tenant's Commiſſion in his own 
Regiment, then in Ireland, which 
he held ſeveral Years, and in his 
military Capacity conſtantly be- 
haved without Reproach, giving 
on many Occafions Proofs of 
great Bravery and Conduct. | 
But theſe were not all the Per- 
fections which appear'd in Mr, 
Fargubar ; and Mr. Wilks, who 
well knew his Humour and Abi- 
lities, and was convinced that he 
would make a much more con- 
ſpicuous Figure as a dramatic. 


Writer than as a theatrical Per- 


former, never ceaſed his Solicita- 
tions on that Head, till he had 
prevailed on him to undertake a 
Comedy, which he compleated 
and brought on the Stage in 
1698, —This was his Love and a 
Bottle, a Comedy, which, tho? 
written by it's Author when un- 
der twenty Years of Age, yet 
contains ſuch a Variety of Inci- 
dents and Character, and ſuch a 
Sprightlineſs of Dialogue, as muſt 
convince us, that even then he 
had a very conſiderable Knowledge 
of the World, and a very clear 
23 of the Manners of 

ankind; and the Succeſs of it, 
even notwithſtanding that Mr. 
Wilks, the Town's great Favorite 
in Comedy, had no Part in it, 
was equal to it's Deſert.— Whe · 
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ther this Play made it's Appear- 
ance before or after he received 


his Commiſſion, does not ſeem 
very clear, but it is evident that 


his military Avocations did not 


check his dramatic Talents, but 
on the contrary rather improved 
them, ſince in many of his Plays, 
more eſpecially in his Recruiting 


Officer, he has admirably availed 


himſelf of the Obſervations of 
Life and Character, which the 
Army was able fo amply to ſupply * 
him with.—And with ſuch. an 
eaſy Pleaſantry, and yet ſo ſevere 
a critical Juſtice, has he rallied 
the Foibles, Follies and Vices 


even of thoſe Characters that he 


might have been ſuppoſed: the 
moſt partial to, that it has been 
obſerved, if he had not been 
himſelf an Iriſpman and an Of- 
ficer, it would have been almoſt 


impoſſible for him to have avoid- 


ed the Reſentments which would: 
probably have fallen on him for 

the Liberty he has taken in ſome 
of his Pieces with the Characters 

of ſome of the Gentlemen of the 
Army, as well as with thoſe of a 

neighbouring Kingdom. 

The Succeſs of his firſt Play 
eſtabliſhed his Reputation, and 
encouraged him to proceed, and 
the Winter Seaſon of the Jubilee 
Year 1700, gave the Public his 
favorite Play of the Confiant Cou- 
Ale, in which the gay airy Hu- 


mour thrown into the Character, 


of Sir Harry Nillair, were ſo well 
ſuited to Mr. Nills's Talents; 


that they gave him ſach an Op- 


portunity of Exertion, as greatly, 
heightened his Reputation with 


the Publie, and in great Meaſure 


repaid thoſe Acts of Friendſhip 
which he had ever beſtowed on 
Mr. Fargubar.— This Piece was 
played fifty-three Nights in the 
fitſt Seaſon, and has juſtly conti · 
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nued in high Eſteem eve? ſigce, 
The following Vear produced a 
Sequel to it; which, cho' much 
the moſt indifferent of all bis 
Plays, yet met with tolerable 
Succeſs, and indeed with much 
better than the Comedy of the 
Inconſtant, which he gave to the 
Public two Years afterwards, viz. 
in 1703, and which vaſtly ex- 
celled it in Point of intrinſic 
Merit.—But the Failure of the 
laſt- mentioned Piece was entirely 
owing to the Inundation of Fo- 
reign Entertainments of Muſic, 
Singing, Dancing, Sc. which at 
that Time broke in upon the 
Engliſh Stage in a Torrent, ſcem'd 
with a Magical Infatuation at 
once to take Poſſeſſion of Britiþ, 
Taſte, and occaſion dia total Neg: 
lect of the. more valuahle and in- 
trinſic Productions of our om 
Countrymen 
This | little , Diſcouragement, 
however, did not put a Stop to 
our Authbor's Ardor for the En- 
tertainment of the. Public, ſince 
we find him ſtill writing till al. 
moſt the Hourjof his. Death; his 
Beaux Stratagem having been write 
ten during his laſt Tilneſs, and his 
Death happening during the Run 
of it.— Thus far I have had Oc- 
caſion to mention the Dates of 
ſome. of his Pieces, but as the 
chronological Order of them is 
not a Point of our Conſideration 
im this Part of our Work, I fal 
only in this Place compleat wy 
Arcount of his Plays, by giving 
an entire Liſt of them as uſvah 
in Alphabetical. Order, as fol- 
lows. 
1. Beau's Stratagem. o 
2. Conftant Coupie, C. 
3. Inconſtant. C. 
4. Lowe and a. Bottle, C. 
J. Reeruting Officer. C. 
6. Sir HABRY W 11.0 a1. C. 
7. Heß 
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7. Stage Coach. F. (aſſiſted by 
Motteux. ) 

8. Twin Rivals, c. 

As it has been generally ima- 
gined that in all his Heroes, he 
has intended to ſketch out his 
own Character, it is reaſonable 
to conjecture that his own Cha- 
raſter muſt have born a ſtrong 
Reſemblance to that of thoſe He- 
roes ; who are in general a Set of 
young, gay, rakiſh Sparks, guil- 
ty of ſome Wildneſſes and Follies, 
but at the ſame Time bleſſed 
with Parts and Abilities, and 2- 
dorned with Courage and Honour, 
—[t is not therefore to be won- 
dered that from' the few Letters 


of his which are extant in Print, 


we find him ſtrongly ſuſceptible 
of the tenderer Paſhons, and at 
the ſame Time treating them with 


great Vivacity and Levity.— His 


warmeſt Attachment, however, 
appears to have been to her whom 


he conſtantly ſtiles his dear Pene- 


lie, who is ſuppoſed to have been 
the celebrated Mrs, Oldfield, — 
Nor is it at all wonderful, that 
he ſhould find his Heart en- 
paged by a Lady who poſſeſſed 
every Attraction both of Perſon 
and Converſation, and to whoſe 
Excellence in her Profeſſion he 
owed much of the Succeſs of his 
Pieces, Nor that ſhe ſhould en- 
tertain a very peculiar Regard for 
a young Gentleman of Wit, Spi- 
rit and Gallantry, to whoſe firſt 
Notice of her ſhe ſtood indebted 
for being on the Srage at all, and 
whoſe dramatic Labours after- 
wards afforded her many happy 
Opportunities of recommending 


herſelf to the Public Favour on 


i,—And now, as I have men- 
tioned this Lady, it may not be 
amiſs to explain the Hint thrown 
Out above, that it was wholly 
owing to Captain Fargubar that 
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ſhe became an Actreſs, which was 


in Conſequence of the following 
Incident. 1 

That Gentleman dining one 
Day at her Aunt's, who kept the 
Mitre Tavern in St. James's Mar- 
ket, heard Miſs Narcy reading 
a Play behind the Bar. —— This 
drew his Attention to liſten for a 
Time, when he was fo pleaſed 
with the proper Emphaſis and 
agreeable Turn ſhe gave to each 


Character, that he ſwore the Girl 


was cut out for the Stage,—As 
ſhe had always expreſſed an In- 
clination for that Way of Life, 
and a Deſire of trying her Fortune 
in it, her Mother, on this En- 
couragement, the next Time ſhe 
ſaw Captain Yanbrugh (afterwards 
Sir Fobn) who had a great Re- 
ſpect for the Family, acquainted 
him with Captain Farguhar's O- 
pinion; on which he deſired to 
know whether her Bent was moſt 
to Tragedy or Comedy, — Miſs 
being called in, informed him, 
that her principal Inclination was 
to the latter, having at that Time 
gone thro' all Beaumont and 
Fletcher's Comedies, and the Play 
ſhe was reading when Captain 
Fargubar dined there having been 
the Scornful Lady,—Captain Van- 
brugh ſhortly after recommended 
her to Mr. Chriſtepher Rich, who 
took her into the Houſe at the 
Ailowance of fifteen Shillings per 
Week.—However, her agreeable 
Figure and Sweetneſs of Voice, 
ſoon gave her the Preference, in 
the Opinion of the whole Town, 
to all the young Actreſſes of 
that Time, and the Duke of 
Bedford, in particular, being 
pleaſed to ſpeak to Mr. Rich in 
her Favour, he inſtantly raiſcd 
her to twenty Shillings per Week. 
— After which her Fame and 
Salary gradually increaſed, till at 


[M3] length 


length they both ata des tat” 


Height which her Merlt ehtitled 
her to. 


Whether Mr. Fargubar's Con- 


nections with this Lady extended 
beyond the Limits of mere Friend- 
ſip, it is not my Intention here 
to enquire.— But of what Kind 


ſovever they were, it is evident 


they did not long interfere with 
any more regular Engagement; 
for in 1704 Capt. Fargubar was 
Married, and according to general 
Report to a Lady of a very good 
Fortune; but in this Particular 
the Captain and the Public were 


both alike miſtaken ; for the real 


Fact was, that the Lady, who 
really had no Fortune at all, had 
fallen fo violently in Love with 
dur Author, that, determined to 
have him at any Rate, and judg- 
ing perhaps very juſtly, that a 
Gentleman of his volatile and 
_ viffipated Humour would not ea- 
tily be drawn into the Matrime- 
mial Cage, without the Bait of 
ſome very confiderable Advantage 
to allure him to it, ſhe contrived 
to have it given out that the was 
—_— of a large Fortune; and 
finding Means afterwards to let 
Mr. Fargubar know her Attach- 
ment to him, the united Powers 
of Intereſt and Vanity perfectiy 
got the better of his Paſſion for 
Liberty, and they were united in 
The hymeneal Bands,—But how 
great was his Diſappointment, 
When he found all his Proſpects 
overctouded fo early in Life (for 
he was then no more than four and 
twenty) by a Marriage from which 
he had Nothing to expect but an 
annual Increaſe of Family, and 
au Enlargement of Expence in 
*Cooledtence of it far beyond what 
His Income would ſupport, —Yet 
to his immortal Honour be it re- 
corded, tho' he found himſelf 
thüs deceived in a moſt eſſential 
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Partitular, he never- once wy 
known to upbraid his Wife for 

it, but generouſly forgave an Im- 
poſition which Love for him alone 
had urg d her to, and even be- 
haved to her with all the Ten- 
derneſs and Delicacy of the moſt 
indulgent Huſband, 

Mrs. Farguhar, however, did 
not very long enjoy the Happineſy 
ſhe had purchaſed by this Strata 
gem, for' the Circumſtances that 
attended this Union were in ſome 
Refpe& perhaps the Means of 
ſhortening the Period of the Cap- 
tain's Life, for finding himſelf 
conſiderably involved in Debt in 
Conſequence of their increaſing 
Family, he was induced to make 
Application to a certain noble 
Courtier, who had frequently pre. 
feſſed the greateſt Friendſhip for 
him, and given him the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurances of intended Services, 
This pretended Patron repeated 
his former Declarations, but ex- 
preſſing much Concern that he 
had nothing at preſent immedi. 
ately in his Power, adviſed him 
to convert his Commiſſion into 
Money to anſwer his preſent Oc- 
cahons, and aſſur'd him that in a 
very ſhort Time he would pro- 
Cure another for him, — Fargutar, 
who could not bear the Thoughts 
of his Wife'and Family being in 
Diftreſs, and was therefore ready 
to Jay hold on any Expedient far 
their Relief, followed this Piece 
of Advice, and fold his Commiſ- 

fon ; but to his great Mortifica- 
tion and Diſappointment found, 
on a Renewal of his Application 

'to this inhuman Nobleman, that 

the had either entirely forgotten, 


or had never intended to perform, 


the Promiſe he had made him.— 
This diſträcting Fruſtration of all 
his Hopes fixed itſelf ſo ftrongly 
on our Author's Mind, that it 
ſoon brought on him a 2 


* 
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tho! not a very ſudden Declenſion 
of Nature, which at length car- 
ried him off the Stage of Life in 
the latter End of April 1707, be- 
fore ht could well be. ſaid to have 
run half his Courſe, being not 
quite thirty Years of Age when 
he died, | | 


Diſappointments and Vexations 
which this Gentleman met with 
during his fhort Stay in this 
tranſitory World, nothing ſeems 
to have been able to overcome the 
Readineſs of his Genius or the 
cal Good-Natyre of his Diſpofi- 
tion; for he hegan and finiſhed 
his well-known Comedy of the 
Beaux Stratagem in about fix 
Weeks, during his laſt Hinefs, 
notwithſtanding that he, for great 
Part of the Time, was extremely 
ſenfible of the Approaches of 
Death, and even K 

actually happened, wiz, that he 
ſhould die before the Run of it 
was over, —Nay, in ſo calm and 
manly a Manner did he treat the 
Expectation of that fatal Event, 
as even to be able to exercife his 
wonted Pleafantry on the very 
Subje&,—For while his Play was 
in Rehearſal, his Friend Mr. 
Wilks, who frequently viſited him 
during his Illneſs, obſerving to 
him that Mrs. O7dfc/d thought he 
had dealt too freely with the Cha- 
rafter of Mrs, Fallen, in giving 
her to Archer, without ſuch a 
proper Divorce as might be a Se- 
curity for her Honour, — 05, re- 
plied the Author, with his ac- 
cuſtom'd Vivacity, I will, if ſbe 
Pleaſes, ſalue that immediately, by 
getting a real Divorce, marrying 
ber my ſelf, and giving ber my Bond 
that ſbe ſhall be a real Widow in 
leſs than a Fortnight,——But no- 


idea of that Diſpoſition I have 
hinted at in him, than the very 


Notwithſtanding the feveral 


oretold what 


thing can give a more perfect 


. ü . . . ³ w ˙ 


Fa. 
laconic but expreſſive Billet which 
Mr. Wilks found after his Death 
among his Papers directed to him- 
ſelf, and which, as a Curioſity in 
its Kind, I cannot refrain from. 
giving to my Readers; it was as 
follows, | ; 8 
Dear Bob, . 

6 J have not any Thing to 
leave thee to perpetuate my 
Memory, but two helplefs 
« Girls ; look upon them ſome- 
<« times, and think of him that 
« was, to the laſt Moment of 
« his Life, thine, 

| George Farguhar.” 
nor would tt be doing Juſtice to 
Mr, Wilis's Memory not to ob- 
ſerve in this Place, that he paid 
the moſt punctual Regard to the 
Requeft of his dying- Friend, by 
ſhewing them every Act ofRegard, 
and when they became fit to be 


put out into the World, procured 
a Benefit for each of them for 


that Purpoſe. 
Mr. Fargubar's private Charac- 
ter may be fully gather'd from 


what has been already ſaid, yet 


it may not be improper to ob- 
ſerve, that from his Behaviour to 
his Wife, and his apparent Ten- 
derneſs towards his Children, he 
muft have been poſſeſſed of ex- 


cellent moral Qualities, and de- 
ſerved a much better Fate than 


what he met with. 

As a Writer, the Opinions of 
Critics have been various; the 
general Character which has been 
given of his Comedies is, that 
the Succeſs of moſt of them far 
exceeded the Author's Expecta- 
tions; that he was particularly 
happy in the Choice of his Sub- 
jects, which he always took Care 


to adorn with a great Variety of 


Characters and Incidents; that his 
Stile is pure and unaffected, his 
Wit natural and flowing, and his 
Plots generally well 8 

| ut 
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But then, on the contrary, it has 
been objected, that he was too 
haſty in his Productions; that his 
Works are looſe, tho' indeed not 
fo. groſsly Libertine as thoſe of 
ſome other Wits of his Time; 
that his Imagination, tho? lively, 
was capable of no great Compaſs, 
and his Wit, tho' paſſable, not 
ſuch as would gain Ground on 
Confideration,—In a: Word, he 


ſeems to have been a Man of 


a Genius rather ſprightly than 
great, rather flowing than ſolid ; 
his Characters are natural, yet 
not over ſtrongly mark'd, nor pe- 
culiarly heightened ; yet, as it is 
apparent he drew his Obſervations 
from thoſe he converſed with, and 
formed all his Portraits from Na- 
ture, it 1s more than probable, 
that if he had lived to have gain- 
ed a more general Knowledge of 
Life, or his Circumſtances had 
not been ſo ſtraitened as to pre- 
vent his mingling with Perſons 
of Rank, we might have ſeen his 
Plays embelliſhed with more fi- 
niſhed Characters, and adorned 
with a more poliſhed Dialogue, 
On the whole, however, his 
Pieces are very entertaining, and 
almoſt all of them, after near three- 
. ſcore Years have paſſed over them, 
are ſtill ſome of the greateſt Fa- 
vorites of the Public. —His Tevin 
Rivals has been conſider'd by the 
. Critics as his moſt perfect, regu- 
lar and finiſh'd Play, yet it is far 
from ſtanding in the ſame Rank 
of Preference with the Audience; 
which is one Inſtance among ma 
ny that ſerve to evince that the 
Art of Pleaſing in dramatic Wri- 
tings, and more eſpecially in Co- 
medy, frequently depends on a 
certain Happineſs, which cannot 
be reduc'd within the Limits of 


| any didactic Rules or critical In- | | | 
| nary Abilities, highly endears 


veſtigation. 
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FsxToN, Elijab, Eſq; — Thit 
Gentleman was the youngeſt of 
twelve Children, and was born at 
a Town call'd Shelton, near New. 
caſile under Line, in Staffordſhire, 
in which County are ſeveral Fa- 
milies of the Name of Fenton, all 
of whom are Branches from the 
ſame original Stock, which was 
a very ancient and honourable 
one,—Nor had he leſs Right to 
boaſt of the Antiquity of his Fa- 
mily on the Female Side, his 
Mother being lineally deſcended 
from one Mare, who was an Of- 
ficer in William the Conqueror's 
Army. —All the Writers of his 
Life are ſilent as to the Date of 
his Birth, but agree that he was 
intended for the Miniſtry, to 
prepare him for which he was 
ſent to the Univerſity of Can- 
bridge, and enter'd of Jeſus Col- 
lege. — Here however he embrac'd 
Principles very. oppoſite to the 
Government, whereby he became 
diſqualified for the taking Or- 
ders.—Soon after his quitting the 
Univerſity, he was entertained 
by the Earl of Orrery as his Se- 
cretary ; but how long he conti- 
nued in that Office does not 
clearly appear, —He ſeems indeed 
to have paſs'd the moſt of his 
Time in the Country, among his 
Friends and Relations, —But 
whetber he had any Thing of an 
independent Fortune, or was af- 
fiſted by his eldeſt Brother, who 
had an Eftate of a Thouſand 
Pounds per Annum, and to whom 
he conſtantly paid an annual Vi- 
ſit, J have not been able to de- 
termine. Certain, however, it 
is, that he was a Man of great 
Humanity and Tenderneſs, and 
of a moſt affable and genteel Be- 
haviour, which Qualities, joined 
to his great Good Senſe and lite- 
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kim to all who knew him, and 
more eſpecially to his Relations, 
by whom he was greatly careſs'd. 
Eis Life, not being inter- 
mingled with any Affairs of pub- 
lic Buſineſs, was like that of moſt.- 
ſtudious Men, very barren of In- 
cident.—It was, however, blef : 
with an - uninterrupted - Calm, 
which he enjoy'd till the inevit- 
able Stroke deprived the World 
of him and his Virtues, on the 
13th of July 1730.—— He died, 
and was buried at Caſt Hampſtead. 
Park, near Oakingham in Berk». 
foire, leaving behind him the 
ſame fair Reputation he had car- 
ried with him thro' Life.— In 


ſhort, . he was perhaps the very 


happieſt Man among the whole 
extenſive Number we ſhall have. 
Oecaſion to mention in the Courſe 
of this Work. — He had that good 
Fortune which: racely- befalls Au- 
thore, of having his Merits ac- 
knowledged- and reſpected during 
kis Pife- Time; without having: 
leid himſelf open to the Jealouſy” 
or Malevolenee even of- his Bro- 
ther Writers. — And as, while liv- 
ing, he enjoy'd the Friendſhip of 
Mr. Pope, ſo after Death he re- 
ceived from that Poet the Tri- 
bute of a very elegant Epitaph, 
Which is to be found in Mr. 

Pope's Works; and Which more 
ſtrongly characterizes the Good- 
neſs of the Perſon it was written 
upon, than all that I. could add 
— this Occaſion could poſſibly 

0. | 
Mr. Fenton wrote many Poems, 
but only one dramatic Piece, 
which is entitled, 

Maxlamne. Ti 
This however met with perhaps 
as much Applauſe as any Play 
that had appeared tor many Years 
both before and after it; and in- 
deed much more than could be 
expected under the diſadvantage - 


entirely out of Favour with the. 


— ———— — 


FI 


ous Circumſtances that attended 
on it's firft Appearance. For, in 
Conſequence of the ill Behaviour 
of the Managers of Drury Lane 
Theatre, who, notwithſtanding 
repeated Promiſes to the contra- 
ry, had delayed. bringing it on 
tor three or four Vears together, 
he was induced, and indeed ad- 
viſed by his Friends, to carry it 
to the Theatre in Lincoln -Inn- 
Fields, where he was aſſur'd that 
his Intereſt ſhould be ſtrongly 
ſupported; and indeed theſe Pro- 
miſes were amply performed; for 
altho' that Theatre was then ſo 


Town, which in general is guid- 
ed by Caprice and Faſhion alone, 
that for a long Time before the 
Managers had ſcarcely ever been 
able to defray their Charges, nay, 
frequently had acted to Audiences 
of five or ſix Pounds, the- Merit 
of this Piece not only brought 
crowded Houſes for ſeveral Nights 
together, but ſeem'd by ſo-doing 
to have turn'd the Current of. 
public Favour into a new Chan- 
nel, from which, during the Ex- 
iſtence of that "Theatre, it never. 
after ſo totally deviated, as it had. 
done for a confiderable. while be- 
fore, : . 
FIELD, My. Natbaniel.— This 
Author lived in the Reigns. of 
King James I. and King Cha. I. 
and was not only.a Lover of the 
Muſes, but belov'd by them, and 
the Poets his Cotemporaries. 
He was alſo an Actor, and ap- 
pears to have been held in conſi- 
derable Eſtimation in that Light; 
for we ſind his Name joined with 
thoſe of Hemmings, Burbage, Con- 
del, &c. before the Folio Edition 
of Shakeſpeare's Works, and alſo 
in the Dramatis Perſonæ prefix'd 
to the Cynthia's Revels of Ben 
ſon, —He was alſo a great Fa- 
vorite with Malſinger and Chap» 
2 | 9 — 4 
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nan, the latter of whom adopted 


him for his Son.— He wrote two 
dramatic Pieces, whoſe Titles are 
as follow, c | 

1. Amends for Ladies. C. 

2. Woman is a Weather - Cech, 

Com. 

Beſides theſe, be was concerned 
with Maſiinger in the writing of 
a very good Play, called, 

The Fatal Dozvry, | 


on which two Authors fince have 
formed the Ground- work of their 


reſpective Tragedies, viz. Mr. 
Rowe that of his Fair Penitent, 
and Aaron Hill of one which he 
left behind him unfiniſhed, by 


the Title of The Inſalvent, or Fi- 


tial Prety. 8 
- I have not been able to trace 


the juſt Period either of the Birth 


or Death of this Author. 

. Fix1 DING, Henry, Eſq; —— 
This well-known and juſtly cele- 
brated Writer of our own Time, 


was born at Sharpham Park in 


Somerſetſhire, April 22, 1707, 
His oh nd Fielding, Eſq; 
who was a younger Son of the 
Earl of Denbigh, was in the Ar- 
my, and towards the Cloſe of 
King George I's Reign or the Ac- 
ceſſion of George II. was promoted 
to the Rank of a Lieutenant- 
General. —— His Mother was 


Daughter to Judge Gold, and 
Aunt to the preſent Sir Henry 


Gold, one of the Barons of the 
Exchequer, —This Lady, beſides 
our Author, who ſeems to have 
been her firſt born, had another 
Son and four Daughters, one of 
the latter being the celebrated 
Miſs Fielding now living, and 
Author of David Simple, the 
Counteſs of Delvin, the Cry, and 
many other very ingenious Pieces, 
And, in Conſequence. of his Fa- 
ther's ſecond Marriage, Mr. Field- 
ing had ſix half Brothers, all of 
1 are dead, excepting the 


Rudiments of his Education at 


ble one of Parſon Trulliber, in his 


© 


preſent Sir Jobn Fielding, now in 
the Commiſſion of the Peace for 
the Counties of Middleſex, Surry, 
Eſfjex, and the Liberties of Je}. 
minſter 0 ; | 
Our Author received the firſt 


home, under the Care of the 
Rev. Mr. Oliver, for whom he 
ſeems to have had no very great 
Regard, as he is faid to have de- 
ſigned a Portrait of his Character 
in the very humorous yet deteſta. 


Foſepbh Andrews. — When taken 
from under this Gentleman's 
Charge, he was removed to E7 
School, where he had an Oppor- 
tunity of cultivating a very early 
Intimacy and Friendſhip with ſe- 
veral, who afterwards became the 
firt Perſons in the Kingdom, 
ſuch as Lord Lyttleton, Mr. Fox, 
Mr. Pitt, Sir Charles _— 
Williams, 8c. who ever thro' Life 
retained a warm Regard for him, 
— But theſe were not the only 
Advantages he reaped at that great 
Seminary of Education ; for by 
an aſſiduous Application to Study 
and the Poſſeſſion of ſtrong and 
peculiar Talents, he became, be- 
fore he left that School, uncom- 
monly verſed in the Greek Au- 
thors, and a perfect Maſter of the 
Latix Claſſics. Thus accompliſh- 
ed, at about eighteen Vears of 
Age he left Eton, and went to 
Leyden, where he ſtudied under 
the moſt celebrated Civilians for 
about two Years, at the Expira- 
tion of which Time, the Remit- 
tances from England not coming 
ſo regularly as at firſt, he was 
obliged to return to London. 
In ſhort, General Fielding's Pa. 
mily being very greatly increaſed 
by lis ſecond Marriage, as may 
be ſeen from what we have ſaid 
above, it became impoſſible for 
him to make ſuch Appointment: 


— 
— —— — 
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for this his eldeſt Son, as he could 
have wiſhed ; the utmoſt that he 
could afford to allow him being 
no more than two hundred Pounds 
a Year, with which ſlender In- 
come, a-ſtrong Conſtitution, a 
lively Imagination, and a Piſpo- 
ſition naturally. but little formed 
for Oeconomy, he found himſelf 
bis own Maſter, in a Place where 


the Temptations to every expen- | 


Gve Pleaſure are ſo numerous, 
and the Means of gratifying them 
ſo eafily attainable, From this 
unfortunately pleaſing Situation 
ſprung the Source of every Miſt 
fortune or Uneaſineſs that Mr, 
Fielding afterwards felt thro* Life. 
—He very ſoon found that his 
Finances were by no Means ade- 
quate to the frequent Draughts 
made on him from the Conſe- 
quences of the briſk Career of 
Diſſipation which he had launch- 
ed into; yet, as diſagreeable Im- 
preſſions never continued long up- 
on his Mind, but only on the 
contrary rouzed him to ſtruggle 
thro' his Difficulties with the 
greater Spirit and Magnanimity, 
he flatter'd himſelf that he ſhould 
find his Reſources in his Wit and 
Invention, and accordingly com- 
menced a Writer for the Stage in 
the Year 1727, at which Time 


he had not more than attained. 


the Completion of his twentieth 
Year, | | 


His firſt Attempt in the Dra- 
ma was a Piece called Love in 


ſeveral Maſgues, which, tho? it 
immediately ſucceeded the long 
and crowded Run of the Provoked 
Huſband, met with a favourable 
Reception, as did likewiſe his ſe- 
cond Play, which came out in 
the following Year, and was en- 
titled, The Temple Beau.—He did 
not however meet with equal 
Succeſs in all his dramatic Works, 
for he has even printed in the 


Fl 
Title Page of one of his Farces, 
as it was damned at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury Lane; and he 
himſelf informs us, in the ge- 
neral Preface tg his Miſcellanies, 
that for the Wedding Day, tho' 
acted fix Nights, his Profits from 


the Houſe did not exceed Fifty 


Pounds. Nor did a much better 
Fate attend on ſome of his earlier 
Productions, ſo that, tho' it was 
his Lot always to write from Ne- 
ceſſity, he would probably, not- 
withſtanding his Writings, have 
laboured continually under that 
Neceſſity, had not the Severity of 
the Public and the Malice of his 
Enemies met with a noble Alle- 
viation from the Patronage of 
ſeveral Perſons of diſtinguiſhed 
Rank and Character, particularly 
the late Dukes of Richmond and 
Roxburgh, Fobn Duke of Argyle, 
the preſent Lord Lytilkton, &c. 
the laſt-named of which NoMe- 
men not only by his Friendſhip 
ſoftened the Rigour of our Au- 


thor's Misfortunes while he lived. 


but alſo by his generous Ardour 


has vindicated his Character and 


done Juſtice to his Memory after 
Death. 

About ſix or ſeven Vears, after 
Mr. Fielding's commencing a 
Writer for the Stage, he fell in 
Love with and married one Miſs 
Craddock, a young Lady from Sa- 
liſbury, 8 of a very great 
Share of Beauty, and a Fortune 
of about fifteen hundred Pounds, 
and about the ſame Time his 
Mother dying, an Eſtate at Stowwer 
in Dorſerſpire, of ſomewhat better 
than two hundred Pounds per 
Annum cane into his Poſſeſſion, 
— With this Fortune, which, had 
it been conducted with Prudence 
and Oeconomy, might have ſe- 
cured to him a State of Indepen- 


dence for Life, and with the 
Helps it might have derived from 


the 
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che, Productions of a Genius un- = eine more ſol 
n | 


- incumber'd with Anxieties „„ OE 1 
Perplexity, might have even af- Was bis faint Means would grin 
forded hlm an affluent Income; = Continuance, © FU 
with this, I ſay, and a Wife | mY. | 
.. whom he was fond of to Diſtrac- he was, in the Courſe of a yiy 
tion, and for whofe Sake he had fhort Period, brought back to the 
© taken up a Reſolution of biding ſame unfortunate Situation which 
Adieu to all the Follies and In- he had before experienced; hut 
temperances to which he had ad- with this Aggravation to it, that 
_ dicted himſelf in that ſhort but he could now have none of thoſe 
7 very rapid Career of a Town Life Reſources in future to look for 
_ which he had run, he determined ward to, Which he had thus in- 
to retire to his Country Seat, and diſcreetly laviſhed;—He had un- 
there reſide entirely. deermined bis own Supports; ind 
But here, in Spite of this pru- bad now fiothing but his on A- 
dent Reſolution, one Folly only bilities to depend on for the Re. 
took Place of another, and Fa- covery of what he had ſq win. 
mily Pride now brought on him tonly thrown from him, an aa 
all the Inconveniences in one Competence, — Not diſcobraged, 
Place, that youthful Diſſipation however, he determined to exert 
and Libertiniſm had done in an- his beſt Abilities, betook hiniſelf 
* other, — The Income he poſſeſs'd, * cloſely to the Study of the Lan, 
tho ſufficient for Eaſe and even ind after the cuſtomary Time of 
- ſome Degree of Elegance, yet was Probation at the Temple, was cal- 
in no 9 adequate to the led to the Bar, and made no in- 
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Support of either Luxury or conſiderable Figure in mfr 
Spfendour.— Vet, fond of Figure Hall. | t 
To the Practice of the Lay a 


and Magnificence, he incumber'd__ 
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FI 
However, under theſe united Se- 
verities of Pain and Want, he 
gill found Reſources in his Ge- 
nius and Abilities, —He was con- 
cerned in a political Periodical 
Paper, called the Champion, which 
owed it's principal Support to his 
Pen; a Pen which ſeems never 


to have lain idle, fince it was 


perpetually producing, almoſt as it 
were extempore, a Play, a Farce, 
2 pamphlet, or a News-paper, 
but whoſe full Exertion of Power 
ſeem'd reſerved for a Kind of 
Writing different from, and in- 


deed ſuperior to, them all; nor 


will it perhaps be neceſſary in 
Proof of this more than to men- 
tion his celebrated Novels of Jo- 
*þþ Andrews and Tom Jones, 
which are too well known and 
too juſtly admired to leave us any 
Room for expatiating on their 
Merits, —Precarious, however, as 
this Means of Subſiſtence un- 
avoidably muſt be, it was ſcarcely 
poſſible he ſhould be enabled by it 
to recover his ſhattered Fortunes, 

and was therefore at length ob- 
liged to accept of the Office of an 
acting Magiſtrate in the Com- 
miſſion of the Peace for the 


natut's World, not unacquainted 


were but too | 
him—Yet/from this 
Marty, in the Life of this Au- 
thor, prefixed 40 a late Edition of 

Works, has taken great Pains 
0 exculpate him, as has likewiſe 
Mr, Fielding kimfelf, in his Voyage 


— 
— 


PI 


to Ligbon, which was not only his 


laſt Work, but may with ſome 
Degree of Propriety be conſider'd 


as the laſt Words of a dying Man; 
that Voyage having been under- 
taken only :s a dernier Reſort in 
one laſt deſperate Effort for the 
Preſervation of Liſe, and the re- 
ſtoring a Conſtitution broken with 
Chaprin, Diſtreſs, Vexation and 
public Buſineſs; for his Strength 
was at that Time entirely ex- 
hauſted, and in about tao Months 
after his Arrival at Liſbon, he 


yielded his laſt Breath, in the 


forty eighth Vear of his Age, and 
of our Lord 1754 ' 5 
Mr. Fieldi ges Genius, as 1 


have before obſerved, was . 


ſuperior in fie ſtrong, lively 
and natural Paintings of the Cha - 
raters of Mankind, and the 
Movements of the human Heart, 
which conſtitute the Baſis of his 
Novels, yet, as Comedy bears the 
cloſeſt Affinity to this Kind of 


Writing, his dr.matic Pieces, 


every one of which is comic, are 
far from being co: temptible.— 
His Farces and Ballad Pieces, 
more eſpecially, have a Spright- 
lineſs of Manner, and a Forcible= 
neſs of Character, which it is 
impoſſible to avoid the being a- 
greeably entertained by, and in 
thoſe among them which he has. 
in any Degree borrowed from Mo- 
liere or any other Writer, he has 
done his Original great Honour 


and Juſtice by the Manner in 


which he has handled the Sub- 
ject.— The Number and Titles of. 
is dramatic Works are as fol- 
lows, PEE” 0 
I. Author's Farce. +4 
2. 2 Politician. C. 
3. Covent Garden Tragedy. F. 
4. Debauchees, C. SO. i 
5. Don Qu1xoTzZ in England. 
3 „ 75 
6. Evatoxcn, Fo 
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7. Eux iber d. F. 
8. Grubſireet Opera. 


10. Interlude between IU 1- 
TER, Juno, and Mx 
cux v. 

11. Intriguing Cbambermaid. B. 
. Nee. 
12. Letter Writers, C. 

14. Lottery. Ballad Farce. 

25. Miſer. C. | 

1 —4 Miſ⸗ Lucy in Toon. F. 

17. Meck Doctor. Ball. Farce. 
18. Modern Auſband. C. 
19. Old Mas taught Wiſdom, 
Ball. Farce, 

20. PasqQuin, C. - 

21. PI ur us the God of Riches, 
Com. (Aſſiſted by Mr. 
Young. ) e 

22. Temple Beau. C. 

23. Tragedy of Tragedies. 

24. Tumble down Dick. F. 

256. Wedding Day. C. 

As to Mr. Fielding's Character, 
as a Man, it may in great Mea- 
fore be deduced from the Inci- 
cidents I have above related of his 
Life, but cannot perhaps be with 
more Candour ſet forth than by 
his Biographer Mr. Murphy, in 
the Work I before made Mention 
of, and with ſome of whoſe Words. 
therefore I ſhall cloſe this Arti- 


cle. | 

“ Jt will be, ſays that Gentle- 
t man, an humane and generous 
64 Office to ſet down to the Ac- 
« count of Slander and Defama- 
% tion, a great Part of that A- 
e buſe which was diſcharged a- 


« ful Leſſon, that guick and warm 
„ Paſfions ſhnuld be early comrouled, 
and that Diſffipation and extra- 
wvagant Pleaſures are the mf 
* dangerous. Palliations that can be 
* found for Diſappointments and 
* Yaxations in the foft Stages of 


9. Hiſtorical Regiſter. C. 


gainſt him by his Enemies in 
* his Life-Time ; deducing hows 
ever from the whole this uſe- 


FI 


tc Life. We have ſeen, adds he, 
© how Mr. Fielding very ſoon 
« ſquander'd away his ſmall Pa- 
cc trimony, which, with Oeco- 
cc nomy, might have procur'd 
& him Independence; — We have 
cc ſeen how he ruined, into the 
6 Bargain, a Conſtitution, which 
ce in it's original Texture ſeem's 
« formed to laſt much longer, 
« When Ilineſs and Indigence 
« were once let in upon him, he 
cc no longer remained the Maſter 


c of his own Actions; and that 


* nice Delicacy of Conduct which 
« alone conſtitutes and preſerves 
« Character, was occaſionally 
6& obliged to give Way.—-When 
« he was not under the imme- 
« diate Urgency of Want, thoſe 
4c who were intimate with him 


cc are ready to aver, that he had 


« a Mind greatly ſuperior to any 
cc Thing mean or little; when 
« his Finances were exhauſted, 


1 he was not che moſt elegant in 


« his Choice of the Means to 
« redreſs himſelf, and he would 
« inftantly exhibit a Farce or a 
« Puppet-Shew, in the Haynar- 
« het Theatre, which was wholly 
ce inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion ' 
c he had embarked in.—But his 
« Intimates are Witneſs how 
© much his Pride ſuffer'd when 


ec he was forced into Meaſures of 


ﬆ this Kind,—-No Man havinga 
« juſter Senſe of Propriety, or 
« more honourable Ideas of the 
« Employment of an Author and 
« a Scholar.” 

Firmzn, Mr. Edward — 
This Gentleman was a Doctor of 
Civil Law: He was ever a ftrong 
Advocate for dramatic Writingy, 
which, together with the Pro- 
feſſors of dramatic Poetry, he bas 
warmly defended againſt their fu- 
rious Enemy and Opponent J. 
remy Collier, In the Decline of 
his Life he produced 3 tx + 

which; 


. 

which, tho' it bears ſtrong Teſti- 
mony to the Underſtanding and 
Abilities of the Author, yet fail- 
ed of Succeſs on the Stage for 
the Want of that Force and Fire, 
which it is probable the Doctor, 
is a leſs advanced Time of Life, 
would have been able to have be- 
ſtowed on it.— The Piece is en- 
—_— 

The Unnatural Brother, T. 
What Time this Author was 
| born or died I have not been able 
to trace; yet, from what 1 have 
faid, it wilt appear that he muſt 
| have lived in the Reigns of 
Charles I, Charles II. and James 
the ſecond, as the Date of his 
Play is in 1697, at which Time, 
as J before obſerved, he was 
of an advanced Age,—It ſhould 
ſeem, however, that he lived for 
ſome Years afterwards, at leaſt 
if the Edition which I have of 
his Defence of Stage Plays againſt 
Collier is the firſt, as that is dated 
in 1707, | | 

FiSHBOURNE, Mr, —This 
Gentleman belonged to the Inns 
of Court, and is only mentioned 
here by Way of perpetuating that 
Infamy which he has juſtly in- 
- curr'd, by being known to be 
the Author of a dramatic Piece, 
entitled, 

SODOM, | 
This Play is fo extremely ob- 
ſcene, and beyond all Bounds in- 
decent and immoral, rhat even 
the Earl of Rochefter, whoſe Li- 
bertiniſm was ſo profeſs*'d and 
open, and who ſcarcely knew 
what the Senſe of Shame was, 
eould not bear to undergo the 
Imputation of being the Author 
of this Piece (which, in Order 
to make it ſell, was publiſhed 
with initial Letters in the Title, 
intended to miſguide the Opinion 
of the Public, and induced them 
to fix it on that Nobleman) and 


0 
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publiſhed a Copy of Verſes to 7 


claim his having had any Share 


in the Compoſition. —Nor has it 
indeed any Spark of Reſemblance 
to Lord Rochefter's Wit, could 
that even have attoned (which 
however it could by no Means 
have done) for the abominable 
Obſcenity,—To ſuch Lengths did 
the Licence of that Court induce 
Perſons to imagine they might 
proceed in Vice with full Im 

punity. 

FrrcxNnor, Richard, Eſq;— 
This Writer lived in the Reign 
of King Charles II. —He is ſaid 
to have been originally a Jeſuit, 
and, in Conſequence of that Pro- 
feſſion, to have had Connections 
with moſt of the Perſons of Di- 
ſtinction in London, who were of 
the Roman Catholic Perſuaſion.— 
The Character that Langbaine 
gives of him is, that his Ac-⸗ 
quaintance with the Nobility was 
more than with the Muſes, and 
that he had a greater Propenſity 
to Rhyming than Genius for 
Poetry. 

He wrote many Things both in 
Proſe and Verſe, more eſpecially 
the latter, and has left behind 
him five dramatic Pieces, only 
one of which he could ever ob- 
tain the Favour of having ated, 
and that met with but indiffer- 
ent Succeſs, —Their Titles are, 

1. Damoiſelles a-la-Mode. C. 

2. ERNMINIA. T. C. Vide 

Vol. I. Ar PENDIxX. 
3. Love's Dominion, Dramatic 
Paſtoral, | 
4. Love's Kingdom, Paſtoral 
Com. 5 
5. Marriage of Oczanvs and 
Bza1TANNIA. Maſque, 
The Author, however, wrapped 
up in his own Self-Opinion, bas 
carried off this Diſappointment 
in a Manner extremely cavalier 
and almoſt peculiar to himſelf ; 
{Ne }] for, 


\ 


: 
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| 
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for, in the Preface to his Demi - 
ſelles a- la- Mode, which had been 


refuſed by the Players, he has 


theſe very remarkable Words. 
« For the acting this Comedy, 
fays he, © thoſe who have the 
Government of the Stage have 
« their Humour, and would be 
c intreated; and 1 have mine, 
«© and won't intreat them; and 
x were all dramatic Writers of 
« my Mind, they ſhould wear 
et their old Plays Thread-bare, 
«4 e'er they ſhould have any new, 
4 till they better underſtood their 


& own Intereſt, and how to diſ- 


te tinguiſh between Good and 
< Bad,” —— The Duke of Buck- 
ing bam, in his Rehearſal, ſeems to 


have kept this Paſſage ſtrongly in 


his Eye in the Anger he has put 
Into Hayess Mouth when the 

layers were gone to Dioner,— 
However, notwithſtanding all this 
Important Bluſter of Mr, Fleck- 
nee, and his having printed to his 
Hramatis Rerſanæ the Names of 


the Actors he had intended the 


veral Parts to be performed by, 
In order, as he ſays, „that the 
% Reader might have half the 
4 Pleaſure of ſeeing it acted, it 


A probable that he and his Works 


ught have ſunk together into ab- 


ute Oblivion, had not the Re- 


ſentment of a much greater Poet 
againſt him, I mean Mr. Dryden, 
doom' d him to a different Kind 


of Immortality from that which 


he aim'd at, by giving his Name 
to one of the ſevereſt Satires he 


ever wrote, vi. his Mac Fleck-- 
nac, Which, cho' moſtly pointed 


at Shadivell, has ne vertheleſsſome 
ſevere Strokes upon our Author, 


Which, together with the Title 
of the Poem itſelf, will preſerve 


his Memory, and, as he himſelf 


- propoſed, hy the Pyblicatiqn of his 


A Wn Works, ©*.cqntinue his Name 
% Poſterity,” ſo lang as the 


= 
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Writings of that admirable Poet 
continue to be read. 5 
FLETCHER, Mr. John. Vid. 
BE AuMON T, Francis. 
FLETCHER, Mr. Phineg;,. 
This learned Writer was, ac. 
cording to ee Son to Giles \ 
Fletcher, Eſq; Doctor of Civil Lay 


and Ambaſſador from Queen Fj. 


zabeth to Theodore Fuanowic, 
Duke of Myſcovy.—He had two 
Brothers, viz. George and Gila 
Fletcher, who each of thern wrote 
a Poem in a religious Strain, en. 
titled Cbriſt's Victory.— Our Ay. 
thor was a Fellow of King's Col. 
lege, Cambridge, and exceeded 
both his Brothers in poetic Fame, 
which he acquired principal 

1 Poerp, called the Puyl H 
which however is now quite far. 
gotten. 1 ; N 
V inſtanley has attributed 


him one dramatic Piece, entitl 


 SICEL1DES. Piſcatory Drama, 
But as within a very few Pages he 
has aſcribed a Piece of the ney 
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ſame Title, (with no other D 


ference than the calling it a Po 
toral) to Robert Chamberlaine, and 
as the other Writers mention no 
more than one dramatic Work of 
that Title, and that without any 
Author's Name, it would be dif- 
ficult to know where to fix it, 


were it not for one Circumſtance, 


which I think determines it to 


have been Mr. Flercher's, and 


that is, it's being declared in the 
Title Page to have been acted in 
King's College, Cambridge, the 
very Spot where this Author wa 
educated, whereas Mr, Chamber- 
laine was bred at Exeter College, 
Oxford. 5 
By the Date of it's Publication, 
which is in 1631, the Author 
muſt have flouriſhed in the Ron 


af Gharles.I. and been Cotempo- 


xary with Mr,.Chamberlaize. 


Foo rr, 


„ 

foo rx, Samuel, Eſq; — This 
well-Known living Author was 
born at Truro in Cornwall, but in 
what Year I know not.—His Fa- 
ther was Member of Parliament 
for Tiverton in Devonſbire, and 
enjoyed the Poſts of Commiſſion- 
er of the Prize Office and Fine 


Contract. His Mother was 


Heireſs of the Dinely and Goodere 
Families, and to her, in Conſe- 
quence of an unhappy and fatal 
varrel between her two Bro- 
. thers, Sir Jobn Dinely Goodere, 
Bart, and Sir Samuel Goodere, 
Captain of his Majeſty's Ship the 
Ruby, which terminated in the 
Loſs of Life to both, the Dinely 
Eſtate, which was upwards of 


ve Thouſand Pounds per Annum,. 


deſcended, —He received his Edu- 
cation at Worceſter College, for- 
merly Gloucefter Hall, Oxon, which 


.ow'd its Foundation and Change 


of Name to Sir Thomas Cooks Win- 
fird, Bart. a ſecond Couſin. of our 
.Author's,-From the Univerſity 
he was removed to. the Temple, 
being deſigned for the Study of 
the Law; in which it is moſt 
probable that his great Oratorical 
Talents and Powers of Mimickry 
and Humour, would have ſhewn 
themſelves in a very conſpicuous 
-Light,-The Dryneſs and Gra- 
vity of this. Study, however, not. 
ſuiting the more volatile Vivacity 
of his Diſpoſition, he choſe rather 


to employ. thoſe Talents in a 


Sphere of: Action to which they 


ſeem'd better adapted, viz. on the. 


Stage, in- the Purſuit. of which 


the repeated Proofs. he has receiv- 
ed of the Public Approbation, bear 
the ſtrongeſt Teſtimonials to his. 
Merit.— His firſt Appearance was. 


in the Part of. Othello, but whe- 


ther he early diſcovered that his 


Forte did not lye in Tragedy, or 
that his Genius could not bear 


the being only a Repeater of the 


TW - 
Works of others, he ſoon firucls 


out into a new and untrodden 
Path, in which he at once at- 
tained the two great Ends of af- 
fording Entertainment to the 
Public and Emolument to him- 


ſelf.—— This was by taking on 


himſelf the double Character of 
Author and Performer, in which 
Light, in 1747, he opened the 
little Theatre in the Haymarlen, 
with a dramatic. Piece of his own. 
writing, called the Diverfions ef 
the Morning, — This Piece conſiſt- 
ed of nothing more than the In- 
troduction of ſeveral. well-known 
CharaQers in real Life,, whoſe 
Manner of Converſation and Ex- 


preſſion this Author had ver 


happily hit in the Diction of his. 
Drama, and ſtill more happily re- 

preſented on the Stage by an ex 
act and moſt amazing Imitation, 
not only of the Manner and Tone 
of Voice, but even of the very 


Perſons of thoſe whom he intend- 
ed to tale . Among theſe Cha- 


racters there was in particular a 
certain Phyſician, who was much 
better known from the Oddity 
and Singularity of his Appearance 
and Converſation, than from his 
Eminence in the Practice of his 
Profeſſion.— The celebrated Che- 
valier Taylor the Oculiſt, who was 
at that. Time. in tiie Height of 
his Vogue and Popularity, was 
alſo another Object, and indeed a 
deſerved: one, of Mr. Foote's Mi- 


mickry and Ridicule; and in the 


latter Part of his Piece, under 
the Character of a theatrical Di- 
rector, this Gentleman took off 
with great Humour and Accuracy 
the ſeveral Stiles of acting of 
every principal Performer of the 
Engliſb Stage. 2 

This Performance at firſt met 
with ſome little Oppoſition from 
the civil Magiſtrates of VMæſiminſter, 
under the Sanction of the Act of 
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Parliament for limiting the Num- 
ber of Play-houſes.—But the Au- 
thor, being patronized by many 
of the principal Nobility and o- 
thers, this Oppoſition was over- 
ruled, and with an Alteration of 
the Title of his Piece to that of 
Mr. Foote's giving Tea to 515 
Friends, he proceeded without far- 
ther Moleſtation, and repreſented 


It thro* a Run of vpwards of for- 


* 


ty Mornings, to crowded and 
lendid Audiences. 
The enſuing Seaſon he pro- 
duced another Piece of the ſame 
Kind, which he called An Auction 
of Pictures. ——In this be intro- 
duced ſeyeral new Characters, all 
However popular ones, and ex- 
tremely well known, particularly 
Sir Thomas De Veil, then the act- 
Ing Juſtice of Peace for Meſimin- 
er; Mr. Cock, the celebrated 


Auctioneer, and the equally fa- 


mous Orator Henley. — This Piece 
Bad alſo i very great Run, 
Neither of the above-mention- 


ed Pieces have yet appeared in 


Print, nor would they perhaps 


ive any. hoy” great Pleaſure in 
r 


the Clofet ; for, confiſting princi- 
ally of Characters whofe pecu- 
Liar Singularities could never be 
erfectly repreſented in Black and 
bite, they might probably ap- 
ear flat and inſipid, when di- 


Feſted of that ſtrong Colouring 


FO 


in this alſo, tho his Plot and 
Characters ſeem'd leſs immedi. 
ately perſonal, it was apparent 
that he kept ſome particular real 
Perſonages ſtrongly in his Eye in 
the Performance, and the Toyn 
took on themſelves to ſix them 
where the Reſemblance appear'd 
to be the moſt ſtrik ing — It would 
be ſuperfluous in this Place to e- 
numerate the Courſe of this Gen- 
tleman's dramatic Progreſs as to 
all the reſpective Pieces which he 
has fince written and performed, 
as a particular Account of each 
of them may be ſeen under it's 
proper Head, in the firſt Volume 
of this Work. —Let it here ſuf. 
fice therefore to obſerve; that 
he has continued from Time to 
Time to entertain the Public, by 
ſelecting for their Uſe ſuch Cha- 
rafters, as well general as indi- 
vidual, as ſeem'd moft likely to 
contribute to the exciting our in- 
nocent Laughter, and beſt anſwer 
the principal End of dramatic 
Writings of the comic Kind, 
viz, the Relaxation of the Mind 


from the Fatigue of Buſineſs 0z 


Anxiety.—The Names of the ſe- 
veral Pieces which he has hi- 
therto publiſhed, are as follows, 
1. Author, C. of two Acts. 
2. Engliſbman in Paris, Com, 
of two Acts. 

3. Enghſbman return'd fron 
Paris. C. of two Acts. 


which Mr. Foote had given them 
in his perſopal Repreſentation; 
for it may not be improper to ab- 
ſerve in this Place, that he him- 
ſelf repreſented all the principal 
Characters in each Piece, which 
ſtood in Need of his Mimick 


4. Knights. O. of two Acts, 
Vid. Vol. I. APENDIX. 
5. Minor, C. of two Acts. 
6. Ox AT ORS. C. of three 
Acts. Vid. Vol. I, Aps 
PENDIX, 


Powers to execute, ſhifting from 


one to another with all the Dex- 
terity of a Proteus. He now, 


7. Tafte, C. of two Adds. 
Mr, Foote's dramatic Works are 
all to be ranked among the Fe- 


| however, proceeded to Pieces of tite Pieces of the Theatre, as be 
ſymewhbat more dramatic Regu- has not hitherto. attempted any 
larity, his Kiphrs being the Pro- Thing which has reached to the 
duce of an enſuing Seaſon.— et Bulk of the more perfect _ 


S 


1, the Execution of them they 
are ſometimes looſe, negligent 
2nd unfiniſhed, ſeeming rather to 
de the haſty Productions of a 
Man of Genius, whoſe Pegaſus, 
tho' indued with Fire, has no In- 
clination for Fatigue, than the 
labour'd Finiſhings of a profeſt 
Dramatiſt aiming at Immortality. 
His Plots are ſomewhat irre- 
gular, and their Cataſtrophes not 
always concluſive or perfeftly 
wound up.— Vet, with all theſe 
little Deficiencies, it muſt be 
confeſs'd that they contain more 
of one eſſential Property of Co- 
medy, viz, ſtrong Character, 
than the Writings of any other of 
our modern Authors, and altho' 


the Diction of his Dialogue may 


not, from the general Tenor of 
his Subjects, either require, or 
admit of, the Wit of a Congreve 
or the Elegance of an Erberege, 
yet it is conſtantly embelliſhed 
with numberleſs Strokes of keen 
Satire, and Touches of Tempo- 
ry Humour, ſuch as only the 
cleareſt Judgment and deepeſt 
tho' the Language ſpoken by his 
Characters may at firſt Sight ſeem 
not the moſt accurate and cor- 
rect, yet it will, an a clofer Ex- 
amination, be found entirely dra- 
matical, as it contains Numbers 
of thoſe natural Minutiæ of Ex- 
preſſion, on which the very Baſis 
of Character is frequently founded, 
and which render it the trueſt 
Mirrour of the Conyerſation of 
the Time he wrote in. 

It has been ohjected againſt 


Mr. Foote, that the Introduction 
of real Characters on the Stage 


is not only ungenerous, but cruel 


and unjuſt; and that the render- 


ing any Perſon the Object of 
public Ridicule and Laughter, is 
doing him the moſt eſſential Injury 


boeſſible, as it is wounding the 


Fortunes, 
Principles of Mankind, it js 


Diſcernment could diftate; and 


F O 
human Breaſt in the tendereſt 
Point, wiz. it's Pride and Self- 
Opinion.— Vet I cannot think 
this Charge ſo ſtrong as the ve- 
hement Opponents of Mimickry 
would have it appear to be, —Mr, 
Forte himſelf, in his Minor, has 


very propei ly diſtinguiſhed who 
are the proper Objects of Ridi- 


cule, and the legal Victims to 
the Laſh of Satire; that is to ſay, 
thoſe Who appear what they are 
not, or would be what they can- 
not, When Hypocriſy and Diſſi- 
mulation would Jay Snares for the 
or contaminate the 


ſurely but Juſtice to the World 
to withdraw the Maſk, and ſhew 
their natural Faces with the Di- 
ſtortions and ſhocking Deformi- 

ties they really are pofleſſed of. 
And when Affectation or Singu- 
larity oyerbear the more valuable 
Parts of any Perſon's Character, 
and render thoſe di ſagregable and 
weariſome Companians, who, di- 


veſted of thoſe characteriſtic Foj= 


bles, might be valuable, ſenſible 
and entertaining Members of 
Community, it is. themſelves 
ſurely who act the ridiculous Part 
on the more extenſive Stage of 


the World; and it ſhould rather 


be deemed an Act of Kindneſs 
both to the Perſons themſelves 


and their Acquaintance to ſet 


up ſuch a Mirrour before them, 
as by pointing out ta themſelves 
their abſurd Peculiarities, (and 
who is without ſome ?) afford 
them an Opportunity, by Amend- 
ment, to deſtroy the Reſem- 
blance, and ſo avoid the Ridi- 
cule.— Such a Sort of Kindneſs: 
as it would be to lead a Perſon to 
a Looking-Glaſs who had put on. 
his Peruke the wrong Side foxe-- 
moſt, inſtead of ſuffering him in 
that Condition to run the Caunt- 
let in the. Mall or the Playhouſe. 

where: 


FO 


where he muſt perceive the Tit - 
ter of the whole Aſſembly raiſed 
againſt him, without knowing on 
what Account it is raiſed, or by 
what Means to put a Stop to it, 
In a Word, if a Sir Penurious 
Trifle, a Peter Paragraph, or a 
Cadballader, have ever had their 
Originals in real Life, let thoſe 
'Originals keep their own Coun- 
ſel, remember the gui capit, ille 
facit, and reforng their reſpective 


Follies.— Nor can I help being. 


of Opinion, that an Author of 
this Kind in ſome Reſpects is 
more uſeful to the Age he lives 
in, than thoſe who only range 
abroad into the various Scenes of 


Life for general Character. And 


r. Foote's dramatic Pieces 


altho? 


may not perhaps have the good 


Fortune to attain Immortality, 
or be perfectly reliſned by the 
Audiences of a future Age, yet I 


cannot deny him here the Juſtice 


« of bearing ſtrong Teſtimony to his 


Merits, and ranking him among 


the firſt of the Dramatiſts of 


—_— PEI 
Fon p, Mr. Jobn.— This Gen- 


tleman was a Member of the ſley 


© Middle 7. _ and wrote in the 
Reign of Charles I. —He was not 
only himſelf a Well wiſher and 
* Devotee to the Muſes, but alſo a 
Friend and Acquaintance of moſt 
of the Poets of his Time, parti- 
* cularly of Rowley and Decker, 
with whom he joined in the 
- Compoſition of fame of their 


Pieres He wrote however ſeven 
a Miſtake, fince in the ſeveral 


dramatic Pieces on his own Foun - 
dation entirely, all'of which have 
conſiderable Merit, and met with 
good Succeſs, Not only his Ge- 
nius as a Writer, but his Diſpo- 
 fition as a Man, ſeems to have been. 
more inclined' to Tragedy than 
/ Comedy, at leaſt if we may be 
allowed to form our Judgment on 


— 


5 * » F O | : 
a Diftich concerning hi m, Write 
ten by a cotemporary Poet, 


Deep in a Dump John Ford wa 

alone pot, 

With or Arms, and melan. 

ly Hat.— 
According to the Cuſtom of 
that Time his Name is not af. 
fixed to any of his Plays, but they 
may be known by an Anagram 
generally . printed in the Title 
Page inſtead of a Name, wiz. 
. Fipz Howos, 

and the Titles of them are as in 
the following Lift, 

1. Broken Heart, T. 
2. Fancies chaſte and noble, P. 
Com. 5 | 
2 Ladles Tryal, ; 5 bt 1 
4+ Lover's Melancholy, T. C. 
| 8. Loves Sacrifice. T. 

PEREK IN 
Pl 


An RTC x. Hit. 
AY I 
7. Sun's Darling. Maſque, (af- 
 fiſted by Decker,) 
8. 'Tis Pity ſhe's a Where, T. 
The laſt of theſe is an admirable- 
Play, and is to be found in Bad. 
's Collection, Vol. V. 
He alſo aflifted Decker and 
Roroley in the writing. of another 
Piece, entitled, 
The Miteb 
5 Com. 
Finftanley obſerves that this 
Author was very beneficial to tie 
Red Bull and Fortune Play houſes, 
as may. appear by the Plays which. 
he wrote. - But this is apparently 


of EDMONTON, 


Title Pages to his Plays they will 
be found to have been all acted 
either at the Globe, the Phan, 
or the Cookpit, 

I know not when this Author 
was born, nor is there-any par- 
ticular Account of the Time of 
his Death, but as all his PA 

MW 
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_ publiſhed between 1629 and 
1639, it is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed 
ſo rapid a Courſe of Genius could 
_— been ſtopped all at once, by 
ny Thing but that great inevit- 
tle Stroke I am therefore apt 
to believe he muſt have died 
ſhortly after the laſt-mentioned 
Year, —For as to the Sun's Dar- 
ing, written by him and Decker, 
tho' not publiſhed till 1657, yet 
Langbaine has informed us with 
Reſpect to it, that it did not 


make it's Appearance in Print 
till after the Death of both it's 


Authors. 

Winfanly has alſo by Miſtake 
attributed to thi is Author the, Pl 
of Love's. Lab , written by 
the Peron all next have oc- 
caſion to mention, _ | 

Fox p, Mr. Thomas, — Whether 
this Author was any Relation to 
the above-mentioned Gentleman 
or not, I have not been able to 
diſcover.—All I can trace con- 
cerning him is, that he lived in 
the Reign of Charles I. and pub- 
_ one dramatic Piece, en- 
titled 

Lowe's Labyrinth, Trag. Com. 

Fo uNTAIN, Mr. FJabn. 
This Gentleman lived in Devon- 
Fire, and ſoon after the Reſtora- 
tion publiſhed a Play which be 


had written for the Amuſement ' 


of ſome leiſure Hours and with- 
out any View to the Stage, en- 
titled, 

The Rewards of Virtue. Com. 


About eight Years after it's firſt 


Publication, however, the Au- 
thor being dead, Mr. SBadzuell 
took it in Hand, and making 
_ Tame Alterations in it, brought 
it on the Stage, where it met 
with very good Succeſs, under the 
Title of, 

The R oyal & herd: $& + 
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Rei 
the inteſtine Troubles he thought 
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Writer, 1 know nothing more 
than that he is a Cler — 
His poetical Abilities have 'been 
ſufficiently evinced in a Tranſla- 
tion of the works of Horace, which 


is very juſtly eſteemed the belt at 


preſent extant, but as a Dramatiſt 


he does not ſtand in To-exalted'a 


Light, having produced only two 
dramatic Pieces, neither of which 
met with any extraordinary Sue- 
ceſs.— Their Titles are, 
ConsSTANTINE, T. 

Eu GENIA. T. Bo. 
FRAUNCE, Mr, Abvralgn 
This is an ancient Author, of d 
diſtant a Date as the Reig n 7 


Queen 2272205 7 5 1 15 fits 
ten ſeveral Th 55 - 
Noe of alt les the that 


Time greatly in Vogue, E | 
Herameter.— osgocber Thi 
be has executed à Tranſlation 
Taſſo's Aminta, which he has de- 
dicated to the celebrated Coun- 
.teſs of Pembroke, bs the wor 
tle of, 

Au IN As. : Paſt, 
It f is however contained 3 in . 
Body of another Piece, entitled, 

Counteſs of PEvuBROKE's Toy 

Church, Play, in two 
2 or mo p 
ing, a Paſtoral 
„ gy, of 4 
tas is the former. 
FrEEMAN, Sir Raſpb.— This 


Gentleman lived in the Time of 
King Charles I. and moſt proba- 
bly is the ſame Who was one of 


the Maſters of Requeſts in the 
of that Monarch. During 


proper to bury himſelf in Retire- 
ment, during which he employed 


his Hours in the Purſuit of Po- 
etry, and produced a Tragedy 52 
Which Langbaine and other 

1 ters beſtow a very high 8 
this Gentleman, thong a Erisg : 


ter, lt is entitled. 


ImpERIALE. Trag. «1 
FROWDE, 
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2 Fa OWDE, Mr, Phils — This 
Gentleman's Father was Poſt-Ma- 


fter-General in the Reign of Q. 


Anne — When or where our Au- 
thor was born, or where he re- 


ceived his firſt Rudiments of 


Learning, I have not been able to 
aſcertaĩd.— It is ſufficient, how- 
ever, to obſerve, that he finiſhed 
his Studies at the Univerſity of 
Oxford, where he had the Honour 
of being particularly diſtinguiſhed 
by Mr. Addiſon, who was ſo ex- 
tremely pleaſed with the Elegance 
and Purity of ſome of his poetical 
Performances, eſpecially thoſe in 
Latin, that he gave them a Place 
in his celebrated Collection, en- 
titled the Muſe Arglicanæ, to 
whoſe Merit ſo ſtrong a Teſtimo- 


nial was given as the Declaration. 


of that great French Poet M. Boi- 
leau Deſpreaux, that from the Pe- 
ruſal of that Collection he firſt 
_ conceived an Idea of the Great- 
neſs of the Britiſh Genius.—In 


the dramatic Way Mr. Frowde 


| 8 two Pieces, both in the 
Tragic Walk, entitled, 

I. Fall ef SacunTUM., T. 
2. PaiLoTAs, T. 

— — of them meager 2 
wi great Succeſs, tho' they 
had — Intereſt to ſupport 
them, and were allowed to have 


conſiderable Merit, — Eſpecially 


the laſt, whoſe Fate the Author 
himſelf in his Dedication of it to 
the Earl of Cheſterfield (who at 
the Time when it was ated was 

Ambaſſador to the States Gene- 
ral, and conſequently could not 
oblige the Piece by his Counte- 
nance at the Repreſentation) de- 
ſcribes by the Words of Juvenal, 
Laudatur & alget.— Thus far 
however the Judgment of the 
Public ſtands vindicated, that ĩt 
"muſt be confeſſed Mr. Frorude t 
Tragedies have more Poetry than 
Pathos, more Beauties of Lan- 


Character; for, beſides the Pof- 


that he lived in the Ne of 


of St. Mary's Hall in Oxford; 
that it does not appear whether 


FR: 
guage to pleaſe in the Cloſet, thy 
Strokes of Incident and Action 
to ſtrike and aſtoniſh in the The. 
atre, and conſequently they might 
force a due Applauſe from the 
Reading, at the ſame Time that 
they might appear very heavy and 
even inſipid in the Repreſenta- 
tion. | 

This elegant Writer died xt 
his Lodgings in Cecil Street inthe 
Strand, Dec, 19, 1738, equally 
lamented as he had been beloved, 
for tho* his Writings had recom. 
mended him to public Eſteem, 
the Politeneſs of his Genius was 
the leaſt amiable Part of hit 


ſeſſion of the great Talents of 
Wit and Learning, an agreeable 
Complacence of Behaviouly, 2 
chearful Benevolence of Mind, z 
punctual Sincerity in Friendſhip, 
and a ftrit Adherence to the 
Practice of Honour and Huma- 
nity, were what added the moſt 
brilliant Ornaments to that Cha- 
racer, and render d him an Ob- 
ject of Eſteem and Admiration 
to all who knew him. 
FuLwELt, Mr. Uſpiag,—An 
ancient Writer, of whom ud 
has recorded nothing farther than 


Queen Elizabeth, was a Native of 
Somerſetfhire, and deſcended from 
a good Family there, that he was 
born in 1556, and at the Age of 
thirty Years became a Commoner 


he took any Degree there or not: 
but that while he continued 1n 
that Mouſe he was eſteemed 4 
Perſon of Ingenuity by his Co- 
temporaries. He wrote one mo- 
ral dramatic Piece in Rhyme, 

uit, „ 
Like wl l to like, quote the De- 
vil to Collier, Interl. 


Fyrt, 


Ga 

fyre, Mr.—All I know of 
this Gentleman is, that he lived 
in the Reign of Charles I, and 
immediately after the Reſtoration 
publiſhed a Play founded on the 
Hiſtory of that unhappy Mo- 
darch, entitled, 

The Royal Martyr. Trag. 


— 
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J, Yid. Goven, J. 

© Gaczr, Vn. L. L. D. 
his very learned and ancient 
Author I do not find mentioned 
in any of the Liſts of Engi;ſb 
dramatic Writers, which he is 
undoubtedly entitled to be as a 
Native of this Kingdom, not- 
withſtanding that his Pieces are 
written in the Latin Tongue. 
In what Year he was born or 
died does not appear, but he re- 
ceived the Rudiments of his Edu- 
cation at Weftminfter, from which, 
being removed to the Univerſity 
ef Oxford, he was enter'd a Stu- 
dent in Cbriſ Church College in 
1574, where he took the Degrees 
in Arts, and afterwards, entering 
en the Law Line, took the De- 
grees in that Faculty alſo in 


1589, About wnich Time, de- 


ing famed for his Excellencies 
therein, he became Chancellor of 
the Dioceſe of Ch, being held in 
high Efteem by Dr. Martis He- 
ton, the Biſhop of that See. 
The Commendation which Anth. 
6 Wed gives of him as to his po- 
etical Talents is ſomewhat extra- 
ordinary. — He was (ſays that Au- 
thor) an excellent Poet, eſpe- 
cally in the Latin Tongue, and 


reputed the deft Comedian (by 


which I ſuppoſe he means dra- 
watic Writer ) of his Time, whe- 


ther, adds he, it was Edward 
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Earl of Oxford, Will. Rowley, the 
once Ornament for Wit and Inge- 
nuity of Pembroke Hall in Cam- 
bridge, Richard Edwards, John 
= Tho. Lodge, Geo. Gaſcoigne, 


ill, Shakeſpeare, Tho. NMaſb, or 


Jobn Heysvood.— A Combination 
of Names, by the bye, ſo oddly 
jumbled together, as muſt con- 
vince us that Mr. Wood was a 
much better Biographer than a 
Judge of dramatic Writings,—— 
He alſo tells us that Dr. Gager 
was a Man of great Gifts, a good 
Scholar, and an honeſt Man, and 
that, in a Controverſy which he 
maintained in an Epiſtolary Cor- 
reſpondence with Dr, Jobn Rai - 
nolds, concerning Stage Plays 
(which Controverſy was printed 


at Oxford in 4to. 1629) he had 


ſaid more for the Defence of 
Plays than can well be ſaid again 
by any Man that ſhall ſucceed or 
come after him, —He at length, 
however, gave up the Point, ei- 
ther convinced by Dr. Rainold's 
Arguments, or perhaps afraid of 
incurring Cenſure, ſhould he have 
purſued the Subject any farther, 
II dod informs us that our Au- 
thor wrote ſeveral Plays, of which 
however he gives us the Titles of 
no more than three, vi. 
1. MxzLEAGER, 
2. Rivales, 
3. ULvs6Es redux. 

which are all written in Latin, 
and, as we are informed by the 
above- cited Author, were acted 
with great Applauſe in the Refec- 
tory of CBriſ Church College; but 
only the firſt of them does he af= 
ſure us of having been printed, 
which it was at Oxford, in to. 
1592, and occafioned the Letters 
nolds, which I have before ſpoken 
of,—Dr. Gager was living at, or 
near the City of E, in-1610.— 
I cannot however omit one (ir- 
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eum fiance of our Author, which 
Jam. afraid Will be no very ſtrong 
Recommendation: of him to my 
fair Readers, vix. that in an Act 

Oxfurd in 1608, he maintain- 
ed a Theſis, That it wvas lavoful 
for to bear their Wives, 


; TE Theſis was anſwer d by 


Mr. Hrale, of Exeter College, an 


avowed Champion for the Fair 


GanbixzER, Mr. Martberv.— 
This Author is mentioned no 
where but in the Britiſp Theatre, 


the Writer of which informs us 


that he was 2 native of Treland, 
and wrote two dramatic Pieces, 
moſt probably performed in that 
Kingdom, whoſe Titles were 

1. Parthian Hero. Trag. 

2. Sbarpers. Ballad Opera. 
GARRICEx, David, Eſq; —It 
would. ſurely be needleſs here to 
mention, that the Gentleman juſt 
nam'd is at this Time a living 
Writer, were it not for the Sake 
of future theatrical Chronology, 
which may at ſome Period here - 
after have Occaſion for ſuch In- 
formation. He was born in the: 
City of Hereford, in the Vear 
1717, his Father bearing a Cap- 
tain's Commiſſion in the Army, 
which Rank he maintained for 
ſeveral Vears; and at the Time 


of his Death was poſſeſs'd of a 


Majority, which that Event how- 


ever prevented him from ever 


enjoying. Our Author received 
the firſt Rudiments of his Edu« 
cation at the Free'- School of 
Litthfield, which he afterwards 
compleated at Rocheſter, under the 


celebrated Mr. Colſen, fince Mas. 


thematical Profeſſor at Cambridęe. 


n the gth of Maroh 1736, be 


was enter d of the honourable 
Society of Lincol/a"s-Im, bein 
intended for the Bar.— But whe- 


ther he found the Study of the 
Law too heavy, ſaturnine, and 
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barren: of Amuſement for, hi, 
more active and lively Diſpofi- 
tion, or that a Genius like his 
could not continue circumſcribed 
within the Limits of any Profeſ. 
ſion but that to which it was 
more peculiarly adapted, and like 
the magnetic Needle pointed di. 
rectly to its proper Centre, or 
perhaps both, it is certain that 
he did not long purſue the Muni- 
cipal Law; for in the Vear 
1740-1, he quitted it entirely for 
the Stage, and made his firſt Ap. 


pearance at the Theatre in Goal. 


man - Field, then under the Ma. 
nagement of Mr. Henry Gifard, 
— The Character he 2 repre- 
ſented was that of King Nich. 


ard III. in which, like the Sun 
burſting from behind an obſcure 


Cloud, he diſplayed, in the very 
earlieſt Dawn, a ſomewhat more 
than Meridian Brightneſs, — In 
ſhort, his Excellence dazzled and 
aſtoniſned every one, and the ſee-- 
ing a young Man, in no more 
than his twenty - fourth Year, and 
a Novice to the Stage, reaching 
at one ſingle Step to that Height 
of Perfection which Maturity of 
Years and long practical Expe- 
rience had not been able tobe 
ſtow on the then capital Perfor- 
mers of the Engliſh Stage, was a 


Phenomenon which could not 


but become the Object of uni- 
verſal Speculation, and as uni- 
verfal. Admiration . — The Ra- 
mour of this bright. Star appear- 
ing. in the Eaſt flew with the Ra- 
pidity of Lightning through tlie 
Town, and drew all the theatri - 
cal: Magi thither to pay their De- 
votions to this new - born Son of 
Genius; the Theatres towards 
the Court -End of the Town were 


deſerted, Perſons of all Ranks 


flocking to Goodman's - Field, 

where Mr. Carrick continued to 

act till the Cloſe 1 
e | W 


GA 
when, having very advantageous 


Terms offer'd him for- the per- 
forming in Dublin during ſome 


Part of the Summer, he went 
over thither, where he found the 


ſame juſt Homage paid to his 
Merit, which he had received 
from his own Countrymen, 


* 


To the Service of the latter, 


however, he eſteemed himſelf 


more immediately bound; and 
therefore, in the enſuing Win- 
ter, engaged himſelf to Mr, Fleet- 
wood, then Manager of Drury 
Lane Playhouſe, in which The- 
atre he continued till the Year 
1745, in the Winter of which 
he again went over to Ireland, 
and continued there through the 
whole of that Seaſon, being Joint 
Manager with Mr. Sheridan in 
the Direction and Profits of the 
Theatre Royal in Smock- Alley, — 
From thence he returned to Exg- 
land, and was engaged for the 
Seaſon of 174.6 with the late Mr, 
Rich, Patentee of Covent Garden, 
This, however, was his laſt Per- 
formance as an hired Actor, for 
in the Cloſe of that Seaſon, Mr, 
Fleetzword's Patent for the Ma- 
nagement of Drury Lane being 
expir'd, and that Gentleman hav- 
ing no Inclination farther to per- 
| ſue a Defign by which, from his 
Want of Acquaintance with the 
proper Conduct of it, or ſome o- 
ther Reaſons, he had already con- 
fderably impair'd his Fortune, 
Mr. Garrick, in Conjunction with 
Mr, Lacy, purchaſed the Pro- 
perty of that Theatre, together 
with the Renovation of the Pa- 
tent, and, in the Winter of 1747, 
opened it with the beſt Part of 
Mr. Flzetzvood's former Company, 
ad the great additional Strength 
of Mr, Barry, Mrs, Pritchard and 
Mrs, Cibber from Covent Garden, 
In this Station Mr, Garrick has 
continued ever ſince, and both 
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by his Conduct as a Manager, 


and his unequal'd Merit as an 
Actor, has from Year to Year 
added to the Entertainment of 
the Public, which he has ever, 
with an indefatigable Aſſiduity, 
conſulted, Nor has the Public 
been by any Means ungrateful in 
its Returns for that Aſſiduity; 
but has, on the Contrary, by 
the warm and deſerved Encou- 
ragement which it bas given 
him, raiſed him to that State of 
Eaſe and Affluence, to which it 
muſt ſurely be the Wiſh of every 
honeſt Heart, to ſee ſuperior Ex- 
cellence of any Kind exalted. 

To enter into a particular De- 
tail of Mr, Garrick's ſeveral Me- 
rits, or a Diſcuſſion of his pecu- 
liar Excellencies in the immenſe 
Variety of Characters he per- 
forms, would be a Taſk, not 
only too arduous for.me to at- 
tempt, and too extenſive. for the 
Limits of the preſent Work, but 
allo entirely impertinent and un- 
neceſſary, as very few Perſons, 
for whoſe Entertainment or In- 
formation this Book is intended, 
can be ſuppoſed unacquainted _ 
with them. — However, as Rea 
ders in ſome more diſtant Pe- 
riods, when, as Mr, Cibber ex- 
preſſes it, the animated Graces of 
the Player will, at beſt, but faintly 
glimmer thro" the Memory, or im- 
perfect Att:ftation, of a few ſur- 
vivigg Speflators ; nay, when even 
theſe Teſtimonials ſhall be unat- 
tainable, will be deſirous of form- 
ing to their Ideas a Portrait of 
the Perſon and Manner of this 
amazing Performer, I ſhall here 
bequeath my little Mite to future 
dramatic Hiſtory, by offering ſuch 
a rude Sketch of them, as when 
touched up hereafter by ſome o- 
ther Pencil, may anſwer the in- 
tended Purpoſe, and prove a per- 
fect Picture. 
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Mr. Garrick in his Perſon 1s 
low, yet well-ſhap'd and neatly 
proportioned, and, having added 


the Qualifications of Dancing and 


Fencing to that natural Gentility 
of Manner, which no Art can 
beſtow, but which our great Mo- 
ther Nature endows many with, 
even from Infancy, his Deport- 
ment is conſtantly eaſy, natural 
and engaging.—His Completion 
is dark, and the Features of his 
Face, which are pleafingly regu- 
lar, are animated by a full black 
Eye, brilliant and penetrating. — 
His Voice is clear, melodious 
and commanding, and, altho' it 
may not poſſeſs the ſtrong over- 
bearing Powers of Mr. Maſſep's, 
or the muſical Sweetneſs of Mr. 
Barry's, yet it appears to have a 
much greater Compaſs of Vari- 
ety than either; and, from Mr. 
Garrick's judicious Manner of 
conducting it, enjoys that Arti - 
culation and piercing Diſfinctneſs, 
which renders it equally intelli- 
gible, even to the moſt diſtant 

Parts of an Audience, in the 

gentle Whiſpers of murmuring 

Love, the half-ſmother'd Accents 

of infelt Paſſion, or the profeſſed 

and ſometimes aukward Conceal- 

ments of an Aſide Speech in Co- 

medy, as in the Rants of Rage, 

the Darings of Deſpair, or all the 

open Violence of tragical Enthu- 

ſiaſm. 

As to his particular Forte or 
ſuperior Caſt in acting, it would 
be perhaps as difficult to deter- 
mine it, as it would be minutely 
to deſcribe his ſeveral Excellen- 
cies in the very different Caſts 
in which he at different Times 
thinks proper to appear. Parti- 
cular Superiority is ſwaltowed up 
in his Univerſality, and ſhould 
it even be contended, that there 
Have been Performers equal to 
him in their own reſpective Fortes 


| Miſtreſs from whom alone this 


G A 


of Playing, yet even their Patti. 
zans muſt acknowiedge, there 
never exiſted any one Perfo»mer 
that came near his Excellence in 
ſo great a Variety of Parts. 
Tragedy, Comedy and Farce, the 
Lover and the fle:yv, the jea. 
lous Huſband, wh ſuſpects his 
Wife's Virtue without Cauſe, 
and the thouphtleſs lively Rake, 
who attacks it without Deſign, 
are all alike open to his Imita. 
tion, and all alike do Honour to 
his Execution.— Every Paſſion of 
the human Breaſt ſeems ſubjected 
to his Powers of Expreſſion, nay, 
even Time itſelf appears to ſtand 
ſtill or advance as he would have 
it. ——Rage and Ridicule, Doubt 
and Deſpair, Tranſport and Ten. 
derneſs, Compaſſion and Con- 
tempt, Love, Jeatouſy, Fear, 
Fury and Simplicity, all take in 
Turn Poſſeſſion of his Features 
while each of them in Turn ap- 
pears to be the ſole Poſſeſſor of 
thoſe Features. — One Night Old 
Age fits on his Countenance, as 
if the Wrinkles ſhe had ſtampt 
there were indelible ; the next 
the Gaiety and Bloom of Youth 
ſeems to o'erſpread his Face, and 
ſmooth even thoſe Marks which 
Time and muſcular Conforma- 
tion may have really made there, 
—Of theſe Truths no one can be 
ignorant, who has ever ſeen him 
in the ſeveral Characters of Liar 
or Hamlet, Richard, Dorilas, Ro- 
meo, or Luſignon; in his Ranger, 
Bays, Drugger, Kitely, Brute, ot 
Benedict.— In ſhort, Nature, the 


great Performer has borrowed al 
his Leſſons, being in herſelf in- 
exhauſtible, and her Variation 
not to be numbered, it is by 10 
Means ſurprizing, that this, bet 
darling Son, ſhould find an unl- 
mited Scope for Change and Di- 
verſity in his Manner of * 
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om her various Productions; 
and, as if ſhe had from his Cra- 


dle marked him out for her trueſt 


Repreſentative, ſhe has beſtowed 
on him ſuch Powers of Expreſſion 
in the Muſcles of his Face, as no 
Performer ever yet poſſeſs'd; not 


only for the Diſplay of a ſingle 


paſſion, but alſo for the Combi- 
nation of thoſe various Conflicts 
with which the human Breaſt at 
Times is fraught ; ſo that 1n his 
Countenance, even when his Lips 
are filent, his Meaning ſtands 
portray'd in Characters too le- 
gible for any to miſtake jit.— In 
a Word, the Beholder feels him- 
ſelf affected he knows not how, 
and it may be truly ſaid of him, 
by future Writers, what the Poet 
has ſaid of Shakeſpeare, that in 


his acting, as in the other's 


writing, 


His powerful Strokes prevailing 
Truth impreſs'd, 


And unręſiſted Paſſion ſtorm'd the 


Breaſt, 


During the Courſe of his Ma- 
nagement, the Public has, -un- 
doubtedly, been much obliged to 


bim for his indefatigable Labour 


in the Conduct of the Theatre, 
end in the Pains he has ever 
taken to diſcover and gratify its 
Taſte; and, tho' the Situation 
of a Manager will perpetually be 
liable to Attacks from diſappoint- 
ed Authors and undeſerving Per- 
formers z yet, it is apparent, from 
the Barrenneſs both of Plays and 
Players of Merit which has for 
ſome years paſt appear'd at the 


Oppoſite Theatre, that this Gen- 


tleman cannot have refus'd Ac- 
Ceptance to many of either Kind, 
that was any Way deſerving of 
the Town's Regard —In thort, 
it does not appear that this is the 
Age of either dramatic or thea- 


G A 

trical Genius ; and yet it is very 
apparent, that the Pains Mr. Gar- 
rick. has taken in rearing many 
tender Plants of the latter Kind, 
has added ſeveral valuable Pęr- 
formers to the Ergliſþ Stage, 
whoſe firſt Blofioms were far 
from promiſing ſo ſair a Fruit as 
they have fince produc'd : —and 
that, among the ſeveral drametic 
Pieces which have within theſe 
fourteen Years made thor firſt 
Appearance on the Theatre in 
Drury Lane, there are very few, 
whoſe Authors have not acknow- 
ledged themſelves greatly indebted 
to this Gentleman for uſeful 
Hints or advantageous Altera- 
tions, to which their Succeſs has 
in great Meaſure been owing.— 
Add to this Care, the Revival of 
many Pieces of the more early 
Writers: Pieces peſſeſs'd of ęreat 
Merit, but which had, either 
thro* the Neglect or Ignorance of 
other Managers, lain for a long 
Time unemployed and unregard- 
ed, —_—But there is one Part of 
theatrical Conduct which ought 
unqueſtionably to be recorded to 
Mr. Garrick's Honour, ſince the 
Cauſe of Virtue and Morality, 
and the Formation of public 
Manners are very conſiderably 
dependant on it, and that is, the 
Zeal with which he has ever 
aimed to baniſh from the Stage 
all thoſe- Plays which carry with 
them an immoral Tendency, and 
to prune from thoſe, which do 
not abſolutely on the whole pro- 
mote the Intereſts 6f Vice, ſuch 
Scenes of Licentiouſneſs and Li- 
berty, as a Redundancy of Wit 
and too great Livelineſs of Ima- 
gination has induced ſome of our 
comic Writers to indulge them- 
ſelves in, and which the ſympa- 
thetic Diſpoſition of an Age of 
Gallantry and Intrigue bad given 
a Sanction to,—The Purity of 

Us] | the 
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the Exgliſb Stage has certainly 


deen much more fully eſtabliſhed 
during the Adminiſtration of this 
theatrical Miniſter, than it had 
ever been during preceding Ma- 


nagements: For what the Public 


Taſte had itſelf in ſome Meaſure 
began, he, by keeping that Taſte 
within its proper Channel, and 


feeding it with a pure and un- 
tainted Stream, ſeems to have 


compleated; and to have endea- 
vour'd as much as poſſible to keep 
up to the Promiſe made in the 
Prologue above quoted, and which 
was ſpoken at the firſt Opening 
of that Theatre under his Di- 
rection, viz. 


Bade Scenic Virtue form the ri- 
ing Age, 

= Truth Fuſe her Radiance 
from the Stage. 


His Superiority to all others in 
one Branch of Excellence, how- 
ever, muſt not make us overlook 
the Rank he is entitled to ſtand 
in as to another; nor our Re- 
membrance of his being the f 
Actor living, induce us to forget, 
that he is far from being the /aff 
Writer, Notwithſtanding the 
numberleſs and laborious Avoca - 
tions attending on his Profeſſion 
as an Actor, and his Station as a 
Manager, yet ſtill his active Ge- 
nius has been perpetually burſting 
forth in various little Productions 
both in the dramatic and poetical 


1 Way, whoſe Merit cannot but 


make us regret his Want of 
Time for the Purſuance of more 


extenſive and important Works. 


Of theſe he has publicly avowed 
Himſelf the Author of the fol- 


lowing, ſome of which are Ori- 
ginals, and the reſt Alterations - 


from other Authors, with a De- 
fign to adapt them to the preſent 
Taſte of the Public, 


G A 
1. Every Man in his Hum 
Com. (Alteration from 
Ben Jonſon, with an ad- 
ditional Scene.) 
2. Farmer's Return, Interlude, 
3. Guardian. Com, of two 
Acts. 
4. LE THE. Farce, 
5 · Lying Valet. Com. of two 
Acts. 
6. Miſi in ber Teens. Farce. 
7. RomEo and JuTLIET. I. 
(Alter'd from S$hakeſpear,, 
with an additional Scene,) 
8. Winter's Tale, (Alter'd from 
= FHhakeſpeare,) e 
Befides theſe, Mr. Garrick has 
been reputed the Author, of the 


following Pieces, vix. 


I, CATHERINE and PTR. 
CHIO, Farce, in three 
Acts. ( Alter'd from 
Shakeſpeare, ) 

2. CVMREIINE. T. (Alter d 
from S$hakeſpears, but by 
little more than a Tranſ- 
poſition of ſeveral Scenes, 
for the Sake of adding 
Regularity to the Con- 
duct of the Drama.) 

3. Enchanter, Muſical Enter- 

tainment. | 

4. Gamefters, C. (Alteration 
from James Shirley, ) 

5, HarLEqQuIN's Invaſion. A 
Chriſtmas Gambol. (This 
is a Sort of ſpeaking Pan- 
tomime, in which an ad- 
mirable Scene of Lady 
Doll Sxip, the T aylors 
Davghter, was written by 
this Gentleman.) 

6. I8aBtLLA, (Alteration 
from Southerne's Fatal 
Marriage.) 

7. LiriieurT, An Enter 
tainment, acted by Chil- 
dren. | F 

8. Male Cette. Com. in 
two Acts. | 

Beſides 


** 
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Beſides theſe, Mr. Carrick has 
deen ſuppoſed to be the Author 
of an Ode on the Death of Mr, 
Pelbam, which, in leſs than fix 
Weeks, run thro' four Editions. 
The Prologues, Epilogues and 
Songs, which he has written, 
are almoſt innumerable, and poſ- 
ſefs a Degree of Happineſs both 
in Conception and Execution, in 
which he ſtands unequall'd.—It 
would, however, be in vain to 
attempt any Enumeration of them 
in this Place, and is indeed the 
leſs neceſſary, as I have been in- 
formed there is Hope the Author 


himſelf will, e'er long, oblige 


the Public with a compleat Edi- 
tion of all his Works. © 
GarTER, Mr. Thomas, I 
meet with no mention of this 
Gentleman among any of the 
Writers, but only in Cexeter's 
MS, Notes, where, without any 
farther Account, a very old Piece, 
publiſhed about the Middle or 
Queen E/zabeth's Reign, is aſ- 


cribed to a Perſon of this Name. 


The Piece itſelf is entitled, The 


Cormody off, 
Sus ANNA. 


GascofG NAH, George, Eſqj— 


This Gentleman flouriſhed in the 
Beginning of Queen Elixabetb's 
keign.—— He was born at Wal- 
thamfliw in the Foreſt, in F/jex, 


and had a Taſte of each of our 


famous Univerſities, before he 
was enter'd of Gray's-Iun.— For 
his volatile Temper made him 
ſoon leave one of theſe delightful 
Places for another, and all of 
them for the Army, where his 
Behaviour was ſo ſignally brave, 
as to entitle him very juſtly to 
the Motto he took, of Tam Marti 
quam Mercurio, | 

In this Station he was for ſome 
Time in various Cities of Hol- 
land, after which he went to 
France, in order to ſee and ſtudy 


G A 


the Manners of that Court, where 
he happen'd to meet with a Scoe- 
tiſb Lady, whom he fell in Love 
with and. married.—At length, 
being tired of this rambling Way 
of Life, he came back to Eng- 


land, and returned to Gray's- Inn, 


where he compoſed moſt of his 


various Pieces; and afterwards to 
his native Place, where, ſays 


Coxeter, he died, and was buried 
in his middle Age, Anno 1578.— 
Coxeter, however, tells us, that 
he has ſeen an old Piece in Verſe 
(in Black Letter and without 
Date, 4to. London.) entitled, A 


Remembrance of the well imployed 


Life and godly End of George Gaſ- 
coigne, Eſq; who deceaſed at Stalm- 
ford in Lincolnſhire, the 7th of 
October, 1577. The Report of 
Geor, Whetſtones, Gent. an Ky2- 
Witneſs of his gedly and charitable 
find in this World, 
The dramatic Pieces he has 
left behind him are four in Num- 
ber, their Names as follow, 
1. Glaſs of Government, Tragi- 
Com, | 

2, JocasTa, T. (Tranſla- 
tion from Euripides, al- 
filled by Mr, Fra. Kyne 
Toellmerſh,) 

3. Pleaſures at K EN KE I- 

woR THE Caſtle. Maſque. 

4. Sufpoſes, Cem, (Tranſla- 

tion from Arioſto.) 
Befides theſe Pieces, he wrote ſe- 
veral other Things in Verſe and 


Proſe, and at that early Time 


was eſteemed not only a Perſon 


of Politeneſs, Eloquence and Un- 


derſtanding, but alſo the beſt 


Love Poet extant, nor were his 


dramatic Works held in any tri- 
fling Eſtimation. Among the 


reſt of his Picces is a Satire, 
called The Steel Glaſs, printed in - 


1576, to which is prefixed the 
Author's Picture in Armour, 


with a Ruff and a large Beard, — 
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meſtic Steward, to the Dutcheſs 


by Queen Carine, then Pri ntefs 
of Wales, to whom he had the 
NMonour of reading in Manuſcript 


— 

On his right Hand hangs a Muſ- 
uet and Bandileers, on his left 
Fands an Ink- horn and ſome 
Books, and underwritten is the 
Motto above - mentioned, Tam 
Marti quam Mercurio, — No very 
ſtriking Mark of the Author's 
Modeſty ! | | 
Gar, Mr, Jobn.— This Gen- 
tleman was deſcended from an 
ancient Family in Devonſhire, 
was born at Exeter, and received 
his Education at the Free-School 
of Barnſtaple, in that County, 
under the Care of Mr, William 


Rayner, —He was bred a Mercer 


in the Strand, but having a ſmall 


Fortune, independent of Buſineſs, 


and confidering the Attendance 
on a Shop as a Degradation of 
thoſe Talents which he found 
himſelf poſſeſſed of, he quitted 
that Occupation, and applied him- 
ſelf to other Views, and to the 
Indulgence of his Inclination for 
the Muſes.—In what Year Mr, 
Gay was born does not appear 
from the Accounts of any of his 
Hiſtoriographers, but in 1712 we 
find him Secretary, or rather Po- 


of Monmqaitb, in which Station 
he continued till the Beginning 
of the Year 17 24, at which Time 
he accompanied the Earl of Cla- 
rendon to Hanover, whither that 
Nobleman. was diſpatched by Qu. 
Anne. 8 * Ee 
In the latter End of the ſame 
Year, in Conſequence of the 
Queen's Death, he returned to 
England, where be lived in the 
higheſt Eſtima tion and Intimacy 
of Friendſhip with many Perſons 
of the firſt Diſtinction both in 
Rank and Abilities —_——He was 
even partitularly taken Notice of 


his Tragedy of the Caprives, and 


— 


his Fable of the Hare evith mary 


Towns of England; was played in 
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in 1726 dedicated his Fables by 
Permiſſion, to the Duke of Can. 
ber and,—From this Countenance 
ſhewn to him, and numberleſz 
Promiſes made him of Prefer. 
ment, it was reaſonable to ſup. 
poſe, that he would have been 
genteelly provided for in ſome Of- 
fice ſuitable to his Inclination 
and Abilities.—Inſtead of Which, 
in 1727, he was offer'd the Place 
of Gentleman- Uſher to one of 
the youngeſt Princeſſes ; an Of. 
fice which, as he looked on it i 
rather an Indignity to a Man, 
whoſe Talents might have been 
ſo much better employed, he 
thought proper to refuſe, and 
ſome pretty warm Remonſtrances 
were made on the Occaſion by 
his ſincere Friends and zealous 
Patrons the Duke and Dutcheſs 
of Queenſberry, which terminated 
in thoſe two noble Perſonages 
withdrawing from Court in Dif 
guſt. 
Mr. Gay's Dependencies on the 
Promiſes of the Great, and the 
Diſappointments he met with, 
he has figuratively deſcribed in 


Friends. — However, the very ex- 
traordinary Succeſs he met with W 
from Public Encouragement made 
an ample Amends, both with 
Reſpect to Satisfaction and Emo- 
lument, for thoſe private Diſap- 
pointments.— For, in the Sealcn 
of 1727-8, appeared his Beggar's 
Opera, the vaſt Succeſs of which 
was not only unprecedented, but 
almatt3incredible,—It had an un- 
Interrupted Run in London of 
fixtysthree Nights in the firſt 
Seafon, and was renewed in the 
enſuing one with equal Approbi- 
tion.—It ſpread into all the great 


many Places to the thirtieth and 

fortieth Time, and at Bath and 

Briſtol fifty; made its Progre® 
; 10 
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into Wales, Scotland and Ireland, 
in which laſt Place it was acted 
for twenty-fqur ſucceſſive nights, 
and laſt of all it was performed 
at Mirorca. Nor was the Fame 
of it confined to the Reading and 


| Repreſentation alone, for the 


Card-Table and Drawing Room 
ſhar'd with the Theatre and 


Cloſet in this Reſpect; the 


Ladies carried about the fa- 
vorite Songs of it engraven on 
their Fan Mounts, and Screens 
and other Pieces of Furniture, 
were decorated with the ſame.— 
Miſs Fenton, who acted Polly, 
tho' till then perfectly obſcure, 
became all at once the Idol of 
the Town; her Pictures were 
engraven and ſold in great Num- 
bers; her Life written; Books 
of Letters and Verſes to her pub- 
liſhed ; and Pamphlets made of 
even her very Sayings and Jeſts ; 
nay, the herſelf received to a 
Station, in Conſequence of which 
ſhe, before her Death, attained 
the higheſt Rank a Female Sub- 
je& can acquire,—In ſhort, the 
Satire of this Piece was ſo ftrik- 
ing, ſo apparent and ſo perfectly 
adapted to the Taſte of all De- 
grees of People, that it even for 
that Seaſon overthrew the Ttalian 
Opera, that Dagon of the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry, which had ſo 
long ſeduced them to Idolatry, 
and which Dennis, by the Labours 
and Outories of a whole Life, 
and many other Writers, by the 
Force of Reaſon and Reflection, 
had in vain endeavour'd to drive 
from the Throne of Public Taſte. 
—Yet the Herculean Exploit did 
this little Piece at once bring to 
its Completion, and for ſome 
Time recalled the Devotion of 
the Town from an Adoration of 
mere Sound and Shew, to the 
Admiration of, and Reliſh for, true 
Wire and found Underſtanding. 


T3 _ _ 
The Profits of this Piece was 
ſo very great, both to the Author 


and Mr, Rich, the Manager, that 


it gave Riſe to a Quibble, which 


became frequent in the Mouths 


of many, viz. That it had made 
Rich gay, and Gay rich; and I 
have heard it aflerted, that the 
Author's own Advantages from 
it were not leſs than two thou- 
ſand Pounds,—In Conſequence of 
this Succeſs, Mr, Gay was in- 
duced to write a ſecond Part to 
it, which he entitled Po//y,—But 
the Diſguſt ſubſiſting between 


him and the Court, together with 
the Miſrepreſentations made of 


him, as having been the Author 
of ſome diſaffected Libels and ſe- 
ditious Pamphlets, a Chaige 
which, however, he warmly diſ- 
avows in his Preface to this O- 
pera, a Prohibition and Suppreſ- 
ſion of it was ſent from the Lord 
Chamberlain, at the very Time 
when every Thing was in Rea- 
dineſs for the Rehearſal of it. — 
This Diſappointment, however, 
was far from being a Loſs to the 
Author, for, as it was afterwards 
confeſſed, even by his very beft 
Friends, to be in every Reſpect ir- 
finitely inferior to the firſt Part, it 
1s more than probable, thatit might 
have failed of that great Succeſs in 
the Repreſentation which Mr. Gay 
might promiſe himſelf from it, 
whereas, the Profits arifing from 
the Publication of it afterwards 
in Quarto, in Conſequence of a 
very large Subſcription, which 
this Appearance of Perfecution, 
added to the Author's great per= 


ſonal Intereſt procured for him, 


were at leaſt adequate to what 


could have accrued to him from 


a moderate Run, had it been re- 
preſented, —-— This was the laſt 
dramatic Piece of Mr. Gay's that 
made it's Appearance during his 


Life; his Opera of Acbilles, = 
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the Comedy of the Diftreft Wife, 
being both brought on the Stage 
after his Death. —— 
Works he executed in the dra- 
matic Way will be ſeen in the 
enſuing Liſt, and their ſeveral 
Succeſles in the reſpective Ac- 
counts of them in the firſt Vo- 
lame of this Work. — Their Ti- 
tles are as follow, 

1. ACHILLES, Opera, 

2. Beggar's Opera. ” 


had indeed one Foible, too fre. 
What other 


WA 


agreeable and entertaining,<1je 


quently incident to Men of great 
literary Abilities, and which ſub- 
jected him at Times to Incon- 
veniences, which otherwiſe he 
needed not to have experienced, 
Viz, an Exceſs of Indolence, 
without any Knowledge of Oeco- 
nomy ; ſo that, tho' his Emolu. 
ments were, at ſome Periods of 
his Life, very conſiderable, he 
was at others greatly ſtraitened in 


3. Captives, T. 
4. Dlox R. Paſt. 
f 5. Diſtreſti Wife, C. 
5. Moabocks F. | 
7. No Fool like Wits. C. 


his Circumſtances ; nor could he 
prevail on himſelf to follow the 
Advice of his Friend Dean Swift, 


whom we find in many of his 


# >a. 
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| 8. PorLyY, Opera, Letters endeavouring to perſuade 
5 9. Three Hours after Marriage. him to the Purchaſing of an An- 
| Farce. nuity, as a Reſerve for the Ex- 


10. What d'ye call it. Tragi- 
Com.-Paſt.- Farce. 

11. Wife ef Bath. C 
Befides theſe, Mr. Gay wrote 
many very valuable Pieces in 
Verſe, among which his Trivia, 
or the Art of walking the Streits 
of London, tho" I believe his ſirſt 
poetical Attempt, is far from be- 
ing the leaft conſiderable, and is 
what recommended him to the 
Eſteem and Friendſhip of Mr, 
Pope; but, as among his dra- 
matic Works, his Beggar's Opera 
did at firſt, and perhaps ever will, 
ſtand as an unrivall'd Maſter- 
Piece, ſo, among his poetical 
Works, his Fables hold the ſame 
Rank of Eſtimation: the latter 
having been almoſt as univerſally 
read, as the former was repre- 
ſented, and both equally admired. 
It would therefore be ſuperfluous 
here to add any Thing farther to 
theſe ſelf- rear d Monuments of 
his Fame as a Poet. — As a Man, 
he appears to have been morally 
amiable.— His Diſpoſition was 
ſweet and affable, his Temper 
Senerous, and his Converſation 


Memory, at the Expence of his 


igencies that might attend on Old 
Age. — Mr. Gay choſe rather to 
throw himſelf on Patronage, than 
ſecure to himſelf an independent 
Competency by the Means point- 
ed out to him; ſo that, after 
having undergone many Viciſſi- 
tudes of Fortune, and being for 
ſome Time chiefly ſupported by 
the Liberality of the Duke and 
Dutcheſs of Qucenſberry, he died 
at their Houſe in Burlington Gar- 
dens, on December 1732, ——He 
was interred in Neſiminſter-Abbey, 
and a Monument erected to his 


afore-mentioned noble Benefac- 
tors, with an Inſcription expreſ- 
five of their Regards and his own 
Deſerts, and an Epitaph in Verſe 
by Mr. Pope; but, as both of 
them are ſtill in Exiſtence, and 
free of Acceſs to every one, it 
would be impertinent to repeat 
either of them in this Place, 
Gay, Joſeph, —— This Nam? 
is only a fictitious one, yet 1 
could not avoid giving it a Place 
here, as otherwiſe ſome Readers 
might be miſled, by the finding 
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it prefix d to a dramatic Piece, 
entitled, 

The Confederates, Farce. 
For an Explanation of it, how- 
ever, Vid. Bx EVAL, Capt. Jobn 
Durant. | 

GENTLEMAN, Mr. Francis, — 
Of this Gentleman I know no- 
thing more than a Report of his 
having been formerly in the Ar- 
my. A ſtrong Inclination for 
theatrical Exhibitions engaged 
him to make an Attempt of that 
Kind himſe'f at Bath, but not 


ſucceeding there, he went into 


ſome of the itinerant Companies 


of Players, which travel over the 


different Parts of this Kingdom, 
in one of which I believe he at 
preſent continues. — His Educa- 
tion appears to have been liberal, 
and he is far from being deficient 
of Genius, which has ſhewn it- 
ſelf in ſome dramatic Attempts 
he has made, which, tho* they 
have not had Intereſt, or perhaps 
Novelty ſufficient to entitle them 
to an Appearance on the Metro- 
politan Theatres, have ſome of 
them been preſented with Succeſs 
in the Country. — His Writings 
of that Kind, which have come 
to my Knowledge, are the fol- 
lowing, viz, | 
1. Naxcissvs and Er1za, 


Dram. Tale. 
2. Os MAN. Tr. Vid, Vol, I, 
APPENDIX, 


. SEJANUS, Prag. 
If I miſtake not, I was ſhewn, 
hen at Bath, by one of the 
principal Performers there, ſome 
_ 2 an Alteration of Banks's 
on 2ueers, or Mary Queen o 
Scots, made by Mr. — 
and either actually performed, or 
elſe intended ſo to be, at the 
Theatre there. 
Gitpon, Mr, Charles.— This 
Gentleman was born at Gilling 


GE 
bam, near Sbafteſbury, in Dor ſetſbire, 
in the Year 166 5.— His Parents 
and Family were all of the Romiſo 
Perſuaſion, and conſequently en- 
deavoured to inſtill the ſame Prin- 
ciples into our Author; but in vain, 
tor no ſooner did he find himſelf 
capable of reaſoning, than he was 
alſo able to diſcover the Foppery, 
Errors and Abſurdity of that 
Church's Tenets. His Father 
was a Member of the Society of 
Oray's-Inn, and had ſuffer'd con- 
ſiderably in the Royal Cauſe.— 


Mr. Gildon received the firſt Ru- 


diments of his Education at the 
Place where he was born ; but 


at no more than twelve Years of 


Age, his Parents ſent him over 
to Doway in Hainault, and en- 
ter'd him in the Eng/;ſp College 
of Secular Prieſts there, with a 
View of bringing him up like- 
wiſe to the Prieſthood 3 but all 
to no Purpoſe, for, during a Pro- 
greſs of five Years Study there, 
he only found his Inclinations 
more ſtrongly confirmed for a 
quite different Courſe of Life. 
At nineteen Years of Age, his 
Parents probably being dead, he 
returned to England, and when he 
was of Age, and by the Entrance 
into his Paternal Fortune, which 
was not inconſiderable, render*d 
in every Reſpect capable of en- 
joying the Gaieties and Pleaſures 
of this polite Town, he came up 
to London, where, as Men of 
Genius and Vivacity are too of- 
ten deficient in the Article of 
Oeconomy, he ſoon ſpent the 
beſt Part of what he had, and, 
that he might be ſure, as Lord 
Townly ſays, never to mend it, 
he crowned his other Impru- 
dences by marrying a young La- 
dy, without any Fortune, at about 
the Age of twenty-three, thereby 


adding to his other Incumbrances 
: | that 
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that of a growing Family, with- 
out any Way improving his re- 
duced Circumſtances thereby. 
During the Reign of King 
James II. he dedicated a great 
al of Time to the Study of the 
religious Controverſies which 
then ſo ſtrongly prevailed; and 
he declares, in ſome of his Wri- 
tings, that it coſt him above ſe- 
ven Years Study and Conteſt, 
and a very cloſe Application to 
Books, before he could entirely 
overcome the Prejudices of his 
Education.—For, tho* he never 
had given Credit to the abſurd 
Tenets of the Church of Rome, 
nor could ever be brought to em- 
brace the ridiculous Doctrine of 
her Infallibility, yet, as he had 
been taught an early Reverence 
to the Prieſthood, and a ſubmiſ- 
five Obedience to their Autho- 
"rity, it was a long Time before 
he aſſumed Courage to think 
freely for himſelf, or declare 
what ke thought, 
' Having, as I have before ob- 
ſerved, greatly injured his For- 
tune by Thoughtleſſneſs and Diſ- 
ſipation, he was now obliged to 
confider on ſome Method for the 
retrieving ir, or indeed rather for 
the Means of Subſiſtence, and he 


himſelf candidly owns, in his. 


Effays, that Neceflity (the gene- 
ral Inducement) was his firſt Mo- 
tive for venturing to be an Au- 
thor ; nor was it till he had ar- 
rived at his two and thirtieth 
Year, that he made any Attempt 
in the dramatic Way, | 

He died on Sunday the 12th of 
Jan. 1723-4, nor can I give a 
better Summary of his literary 
Character, than by mentioning 
what was at the Time ſaid of 
him in ' Poyer's Political State, 
Vol. xxvT1r, p. 102. where he is 
ſaid to have been © a Perſon of 
| © great Literature, but a mean 


e fully in his dramatic Perform. 


G I 


ce Genius; who, having attempt. 
© ed ſeveral Kinds of Writing, 
ce never gained much Reputation 
ce in any, — Among other Tres. 
ce tiſes he wrote the Engliſh An 
66, Poetry, which he had prac. 
« tiſed himſelf very unſucceſ;. 


cc ances. —He alſo wrote an Eng. 
« i Grammar; but what he 
cc ſeemed to build his chief Hopes 
© of Fame upon was his late 
« Critical Commentary on the 
Duke of Buckingham's Eſſay on 
& Poetry, which laſt Picce was 
ce peruſed, and highly approved 
« by his Grace,” 

His dramatic Pieces are as ſcl- 
low, 

1. Love's Victim. Trag. 

2. PAE TON. Trag. 

3. Roman Brides Revengt. 

Trag. N 

None of them met with any 
great Succeſs, and indeed, tho 
they do not totally want Merit, 
yet, by too ſtrong an Emulztibn 
of the Stile of Tre, df whom he 


was S Adtiffer, but with- 
out being poffeſſed of that ri - 


Atancy of poerical Ima ination, 
- which"frequently atones' for the 
"nad Flights" of that! Poct, Mr, 
Gildon's Verſe runs into a perpe- 
tual tw of Bombaſt and Rant, 
Coxeter aſcribes tõ him a Piece 
publiſhed Anonymous, and which, 
is only an Alteration from Shak:- 
peare, entitled, 

Meaſure for Meaſure, or Beau) 

.» the be Advocate. 
He alſo, about two Years after 
Mrs. Behn's Death, brought en 
the Stage, with ſome few Alter- 
ations of his own, a Comedy 
which that Lady had lett behind 
her, entitled, | 
The Yourger Brother, or the 
Amorous Filt. - 
Tho' not a Man of capital 


Genius himſelf, yet he was 4 
. pretty 


— tSS 


8 5 WS 

pretty ſevere Critic on the Wri- a moſt perfect Knowledge of, 
tings of others, and particularly joined to the moſt ardent Zeal 
the Freedom he took in remark- for, the commercial Intereſts of 
ing upon Mr. Pope's Rape of the this Nation, and an inviolable 
Lord, excited the Reſentment of Attachment to the Welfare of 
chat Gentleman, who was never his Countrymen in general, and 
remarkable for any great Readi- that of the City of «Londen in 
neſs to forgive Injuries, to ſuch a particular, —— However, about 
Height, that he has thought pro- 17 51, having, in Conſequence of 
per to immortalize his Name, to- unavoidable Loſſes in Trade, and 
gether with that of the ſnarling perhaps, in ſome Meaſure, of 
Dennis, in his celebrated Poem his zealous Warmth for the pub- 
the Dunciad. lic Intereſts, to the Neglect of 
GLAPTRHORNE, Mr, Henry,— his own private Emoluments, 
This Author lived in the Reign ſomewhat reduc'd his Fortunes, 
of Charles I. and F'inſtanley calls he condeſcended to ſtand Candi. 
him one of the chiefeſt dramatic date for the Place of Chamberlain 
Poets of that Age.—Tho', that of the City of London, in Oppo- 
Commendation, however, is far ſition to the preſent Sir Thomas 
beyond what his Merits can lay Harrtſon, but loſt Ins Election 

Claim to, yet we cannot but al- there by no very great Majority, 
low him to have been a good His public Abilities, however, 
Writer, and tho' his Plays are are ſo well known, that I need 
now entirely laid afide, yet, at no farther expatiate on them ; in 
the Time they were written, they the Belles Lettres, however, he 
met with conſiderable Approba- has alſo made no inconſiderable 
tion and Succeſs.— They are five Figute, and in that View it is 
in Number, and their Titles as that we have Occaſion to conſider 
follow, him in this Work. Mr. Glover 
1. AL BERTus WALLEN - very early demonſtrated a very 
STEIN, T. ſtrong Propenſity to, and Genius 

2. AB GALus and PARTHE- for, Poetry; yet his Ardor for 
XIA, Tragi-Com. public, and the Hurry neceſſary 

3. Hollander. C. | attendant on his private, Affairs, 
4. Ladies Priviledge. C. fo far interfer'd with that Incli- 
5. Wit in a Conſtable. C. nation, that it was ſome Years 
GLover, Richard, Eſqz——— before he had it in his Power to 
This very ingenious Author is finiſh an Epic Poem, which he 
ſill living, =He was brought up had begun when young, entitled 
in the Mercantile Way, in which LRONID as, the Subject of which 
he made a conſpicuous Figure, was the gallant Actions of that 
and by a remarkable Speech that great General, and his hereic De- 
he made in Behalf of the Mer- fence of, and Fall at, the Paſs of, 
chants of London, at the Bar of Thermopyle.—This Piece, how- 
the Houſe of Commons, about ever, the Public were fo long in 
the Year 1740, previous to the Expectation of, and had encou- 
breaking out of the Spaniſh War, raged fuch extravagant Ideas of, 
he acquir'd, and with great Tuſ- that altho' on it's Publication it 

tice, the Character of an able was found to have very great 

and ſteady Patriot; and indeed, Beauties, yet the Ardour of the 
on every Occaſion, he has ſhewn Lovers of Poetry ſoon funk into 
| | a Kind 
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a Kind of cold Forgetfulneſs 
with Regard to it, becauſe it did 
not poſſeſs more than the narrow 
Limits of the Deſign itſelf would 
admit of, or indeed than it was 
in the Power of human Genius 
to execute,—His poetical Abili- 
ties, therefore, lay for ſome 


| Years dormant, till at length he 


favoured the World with two 
dramatic Pieces, the one of which 
was acted, tho' with no very 
great Succeſs, the other not in- 
tended for the Stage, being writ- 
ten entirely on the Model of the 
Greek Tragedy, —For a more par- 


ticular Account of, and Obſerva - 


tions on, them, ſee under their 
reſpective Titles in the former 
Part of this Work, — Their Ti- 
tles are, 
Boapicia. Trag. 
MzopkA. Trag. id. Vol, I. 
| APPENDIX, | 
Gorr, Rev. Mr. Thomas,— 


This Gentleman flouriſhed in the 


Reign of James I.—He was born 


3 in Eſex, about the Year 1592, 


and received his firſt Introduction 
to Learning at Weſiminſter School, 
from which Place, at the Age of 
eighteen, he was removed to the 
Univerſity of Oxford, and enter'd 
as a Student of Chri/# Church Col- 
lege, —Here he compleated his 
Studies, and, by the Dint of 
Application and Induftry, became 
a very able Scholar, obtained the 


Character of a good Poet, and, 


being endowed with the Powers 
of Oratory, was, after his taking 
Orders, greatly eſteemed as an 


excellent Preacher.—He had the 


Degree of Batchelor of Divinity 
conferr*d on him before he quitted 
the Univerſity, and, in the Year 
1623, was preferr'd to the Liv- 
ing of Eaft Clandon, in Surry, — 
Here, notwithſtanding that he 
had long been a profeſſed Enemy 


to the Female Sex, and even by 


GO 


| ſome eſteemed a Woman-Hater, 


he unfortunately tied himſelf to 
a Wite, the Widow of his Pre. 
deceſſor, who prov'd as great a 
Plague to him as it was well poſ. 
fible for a Shrew to be; and be. 
came a true Xantippe to our Ee. 
clefiaſtical Socrates, who, being 
naturally of a mild and patient 
Diſpoſition, which it ſeems the 


gave him daily Opportunities for 


the Exerciſe of, was unable to 


cope with ſo turbulent a Spirit, 


back'd as ſhe was by the Chil. 
dren ſhe had had by her former 
Huſband.—In a Word, it was be. 
lieved by many, that the Uneaſi- 
neſs he met with in domeſtic 
Life from the provoking Temper 
of this home-bred Scourge, ſhort- 
ened the Period of his Life, 
which he refigned to him from 
whom he had received it, in 
July 1629, being then only thir- 
ty-five Years of Age, and was bu- 
ried on the 27th of the ſame 


Month, at his own Parifh- 


Church, 
Mr. Goff wrote five dramatic 


Pieces, which met with conſfi- 


derable Applauſe, but were none 

of them publiſhed till atter his 

Death,—T heir Names are as fol- 

low, | ; 

I, Carcleſs Shepherdeſs, Tragi- 
om, 

2. Couragious Turk, Trag. 

3. OREsTEs, Trag. 

4. Raging Turk. Trag. 

5. SELIMUsS, Emperor of the 

Turks, Trag. 
Towards the latter Part of his 
Life he quitted dramatic Wr- 
ting, and applied himſelf ſolely 
to the Buſineſs of the Pulpit, 
Some of his Sermons appeared 
in Print in 1627, 

Philips and Winſtanley have fas 
ther'd a Comedy on this Author, 
called, — 

Cupid*'s Whirligio, 

F 5 an 
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than which nothing could be 
more oppoſite to his Genius. 

| Refides, the true Author of that 
Piece has ſo far declared himſelf, 
a; to have affixed the Initial Let- 
ters E. S. to his Epiſtie Dedica- 
tory, which is moreover inter- 
hrded with ſuch a Kind of ri- 
diculous unmeaning Mirth, as 
could never have fallen from Mr. 
Caf, who was a Man of a grave, 
ſedate Turn, and whoſe Pen-ne- 
ver produced any Thing but what 
was perfectly ſerious, manly, and 
becoming of his Character as a 
Divine, | | 

Macd, moreover, has attributed 
to him, but indeed with a Quære, 
a Tragedy, called, 

The Baſtard. 
which, however, Caxeter has given 
to Coſmo Manuche. 

GoLDsMIT R, Francis, Eſq;— 
This Gentleman lived in the 
Reign of King Charles J. He 
was the Son of Francis Goldſmith, 
of St. Ciles's in the Fields, Eſq; — 
He received the earlier Parts of 
his Education at Merchant Tay- 
br's School, under Dr, Nicholas 
Guy, from whence he was re- 
movea, in the Beginning of the 
Year 1629, to the Univerſity of 
Oxfurd, where he was entered a 
Gentleman-Commoner at Pem- 
brote College, but ſoon after tranſ- 
lated to St. Fobn's, where, hav- 
ing taken a Degree in Arts, he 
returned to London, and for ſeve- 
rl Years ſtudied the Common 
Law in Gray's- Inn, but probably, 
bavirg an independent Fortune, 
and being more cloſely attached 

| to other Kinds of Learning, he 

ndulged his Inclination, and fa- 
zoured the World with a Tranſ- 
lation from Hugo Grotius, of a 
Tragedy, or ſacred Drama, en- 
utled, 


1 Sephompaneas, Trag. 


. 
In what Year Mr, Goldſinitb 
was born, is not recorded by any 
of the Writers, yet J ſhould ſup- 
poſe it to have been about 1610 
or 1612. He died at Aſbton in 
Northamptonſhire, in Sept. 1655, 
and was buried there, leaving be- 
hind him one only Daughter 
named Catharine, who was after- 
wards married to Sir Henry Da- 
cres. 59 
GoMERSAL, The Rev. Mr, 
Robert, — This Gentleman, wha 
was a Divine, flouriſhed in the 
Reign of Charles I. and was born 
at London in 1600, from whence, 
at fourteen Years of Age, he was 
ſent by his Father to Chiſti Chureh 
College, in Oxford, where, ſoon 
after his being enter'd, he was 
elected a Student on the Royal 
Foundation.——At about ſeven 
Years ſtanding, he here took. his 
Degrees of Bachelor and Maſter 
of Arts, and before he left the 
Univerſity, which was in 1527, 
he had the Degree of Batchelor 
of Divinity conferr'd on him.— 
Being now ein Orders, he was pre- 
ferr'd to the Living of Fl:ver in 
Nort bamptonſpire, where it is pro- 
bable that he reſided till his 
Death, which was in 1646.—He 
was accounted a good Preacher, 
and publiſhed ſome Sermons, 
which were well eſteem'd.—As a 
Devote to the Muſes, he pub- 
liſhed ſeveral Poems, particularly 
one, called the Levite's Revenge, 
being Meditations, in Verſe, on 
the 19th and zoth Chapters of 
Judges, and one Play, which, 
whether it was ever performed 
or rot, I cannot pretend to aſ- 
certain. It's Title is 
Lopowicx Srokz A, Duke 
„ Fran. Tri. - 
Gon ING, Charles, Eſq; — Of 
this Gentleman I meet with no- 
thing more than the bare Men- 
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tion of his Name, and a Record 


of his having been Author of one 


dramatic Piece, which was acted 


at Drury Lane Theatre, en- 
titled, , _— | 
IRENE, or the Fair Greek, 
Trag. | 
Coxeter, however, in his MS. 


Notes, tells us, that there was a 


Charles Goring, Eſq; of Magdalen 
College, Oxford, who took his 
Degree there as Maſter of Arts, 
Apr. 27. 1687. and annexes a 
Quzte, with a Reference to our 
Author, the Date of whoſe Play, 
tho? twenty Years later than that 
of the conferring this Degree, is 
far from totally diſagreeing with 
the Probability of their being 


both the ſame Perſon. 


Govcn, J. Gent, or F.G.- 
Who this Mr, Gough was I know 
not, only by the Date of the un- 
dermentioned Piece it 1s evident 
he muſt have lived in the Reign 
of Charlss I —— However, this 
Name, or the Initials annexed, 


| ſtand indiſcriminately in the Ti- 


tle Page to different Copies of the 


only Edition of a dramatic Piece, 


entitled, | 

The Strange Diſcovery. Tragi- 
Com. 

* Goviy, Mr. I know no- 

thing more of this Gentleman 

than of the preceding Writer, 

yet cannot omit his Name in this 

Place, as | find it in the Monthly 


Catalogues of Publications for the 


Year 1737, joined to that of a 


Play, which however was not 
_ ated, entitled, | 


Innocence diſireſſed. Trag. 
Gov rp, Mr. Robert, —— This 


Author was originally a Domeſtic 


of the Earl of Dorſet and Midale- 
ex, but afterwards, having had 
ſome Education and Abilities, ſet 


up a School in the Country.— He 


wrote one dramatic Piece, called, 


The Rival Sifters, Trag. 


"3 
GRANVILLE, George, vil. 
LANSDOWNE, Lord. 

GREBER, Sig. Giacomo. —0f 
this Gentleman I know nothing 
more than that, from his Name, 
he appears to have been a Fo- 
reigncr (but whether German or 
Italian is not very evident) ang 
that he was Author of one dn. 
matic Piece, entitled, 

The Loves of Ex c As T0, 

Dram. Paſt. 

GREEN, Mr. Alexander, 
This Gentleman is mentioned hy 
all the Writers, but with no far. 
ther Account of him, than that 
he lived in the Reign of Cha, Il, 
and ſoon after the Reſtoration 
preſented the World with one 
dramatic Piece, entitled, 

The Politician cheated, Com, 
but whether it was ever acted ct 
not I cannot trace. 

GREEN, George Smith, — This 
Author is probably ſtill living; 


he publiſhed in 1761 a Tragedy, 


which was never acted, but which 
I find among the Catalogues of 

that Year, entitled, 
OLIVER CROM WELL. Hil, 

Play. | 

GREEN, Mr. Robert,—This 
Author lived in the Reign of C 
Elizabeth, and had a liberal Edu- 
cat ion, having taken the Degree 
of Maſter of Arts at the Univer: 
ſity of Cambridge, and afterward 
incorporated in that of Oxford. 
He was a Man of great Hu- 
mour and Drollery, and by n 
Means deficient in Point of Wit, 
had he not too often proftituted 
that happy but dangerous Talent 
to the baſe Purpoſes of Vice and 
Obſcenity. In ſhort, both in 
Theory and Practice, he ſeem 
to have been a moſt perfect Ii: 
bertine ; for, altho' he appeats!0 
have been bleſs'd with a beaut!- 
ful, virtuous and very deſervils 
Lady to his Wife, yet we * 
; 


G R 
that he baſely abandoned her and 


Child which ſhe had borne him 
o Penury and Diſtreſs, laviſhing 


ng his Fortune and Subſtance on 
de, Harlots and common Proſtitutes. 
0 Unable, however, to maintain 


the Expences which the unlimit- 
ed Extravagance of thoſe Wretches 


was obliged to have Reſource to 
his Pen for a Maintenance, and 
indeed I think he is the firſt Eng- 
% Poet we have on Record as 


by writing for Bread, —As he had a 
Is great Fund of that licentious Kind 
at of Wit, which would moſt ſtrong - 
l. ly recommend his Works among 


dhe Rakes and Wou'd be-Bucks 
of that Age, his Writings ſold 
well, and afforded him a conſi- 
derable Income.— Till at length, 
after a Courſe of Years ſpent in 
Diſſipation, Riot and Debauche- 


Us ry, whereby his Faculties, his 
1 Fortune and Conſtitution had 
y, been deſtroy d, we find him fallen 
ch into a State of the moſt wretched 


Penury, Diſeaſe and Self Con- 
demnation, Nor can there be a 
ſtronger Picture of the Repent- 
ance and miſerable Condition of 
2 Being thus pinch'd to Repent- 


treſs, than a Letter which, in 
the Decline of Life, he wrote to 
his much-wronged Wife, and 
which, tho' too long to be here 
inſerted, may be ſeen in Theoph, 
ibber's Lives of the Poets, Vol. I. 
p. 89. by which it appears that 
he found himſelf deſerted even 


ed by the very Companions of his 
nt Riots, deſtitute of the common 
nd Neceſſaries of Life, and in Con- 
in ſequence of a Courſe of repe ted 
. Falſhoods,Perj uries and Prophane- 
1* 


neſs, became an Object of gene- 
rl Contempt and Deteſtation. 

His Letter is truly a peniten- 
tial, and it is to be hop'd a ſin- 


neceflarily drew him into, he 


ance by the griping Hand of Diſ- 


* — — —— — — — OY 4 
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cere one ; yet, from the Titles of 
ſome of his latter Works, ſuch 
as, GREEN's Never too late, in 
two Parts; GREEN's Fareruel to 
Folly, GREEN S Groatſworth of 
Wit, &c. he ſeems to have choſe 
to aſſume the, Habit of a Peni- 


tent, as if he was defirous of 


bringing himſelf back into the 
good Opinion of the World, by 
an Acknowledgment of thoſe 
Faults which had been too openly 
committed for him to deny, and 
by the Appearance of an intend- 
ed Reformation. Mood, in his 
Faſti, Vol. I. p. 137. tells us, 
that our Author died in 1592, of 
a Surfeit gotten by eating too 
great a Quantity of Pickled Her- 
rings and drinking Rheniſh Wine 
with them ; a Death which ſeems 
in even poetical Juſtice, to be the 
proper Concluſion for a Life ſpent 


as his had been,—At this Feaſt, 


his Friend Themas Naſp, who had 
very humourouſly rallied him in 
a Poem called the Apology of 
Pierce Pennileſs, was likewiſe pre- 
ſent. His Works of different 
Kinds are very numerous, but as 
to his dramatic Ones, there are 
many Difficulties that ſtand in 


the Way of coming, with any 


Degree of Certainty, at a Know- 
ledge of them.— All the Writers, 
however agree in his having writ- 
ten one Play, called, | 
The Hiſtory of Fryar Bacon and 
Fryar Bungay. | 
as alſo that he joined with Dr, 
Ledge, in his Comedy, entitled, - 
A Looking-Glafs for London and 
England. - 
But Vinſtanley, beſides theſe, has 
attributed one entire Play to him, 
called, 
Fair EMM. 
which however is printed anony- 
mous ; and aſſerts that he was 
concerned with Dr, Lodge in the 
by J P32 1 Compo - 
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Compoſition of four other dra- 


matic Pieces, called, 


Lady Alimony, Com. 
Laos of Nature. Com. 


 Literality and Predigality, = 


Luminalia, Maſque, 
But fer my Opinion in Regard to 
theſe, ſec farther in my Account 
of Dr. Ledge. 


Wood alſo rrentions another 


Comedy, ſaid in the Title to have 


been written by R. Green, and 

which, from its Date, is proba- 

ble to have been this Author, 

It 3s entitled, | 
Planetemacbia. 


The ſame Author alſo tells us, 


that Mr. Greer, having written 
againſt, or at leaſt reflected upon, 
Gabriel Harvey, in ſeveral of his 
Writings, Harvey, not being able 


to bear his Abuſes, did. inhu— 


menly trample upon him when 


he lay full low in his Grave, even 


as Ac? ities tortured the dead Body 
of Hector. c | 


_ © GREVILLE, Sir Fulle. Vid. 


Brooke, Lord. | 
GRIFFIN, Mr. Penjamin.— 
This Gentleman was an Actor as 
well as an Author, —He was the 
Son of the Reverend Mr. Benja- 


min Griffin, Rector of Buxton and 


Oxnead, in the County of Norfo/k, 
and Chaplain to the Earl of Yar- 
mouth, — At the laſt-mentioned of 
theſe tivo Places Mr. Grifin was 
born in 1689, and received his 
Education at the Free-School of 
North Walſbam in the ſaid County, 
founded by the noble Family of 
the Paſton's —— His Inclination 
leading him to the Stage prefer- 
avly to any other Profeſſion, he 
enter'd young into the Company 


of Comedians belonging to the 


City of Nerzoicb and the Tow ns 
around it, from thence going in- 
to ſeveral Country Companies, 
where he acquired conſiderable 


Improvement, till in the Year 


GR 
1714, he made one at the Ore. 
ning of the New Theatre in Ii. 
coln's-Tnn- Fields, —Here he gained 
great Applauſe, and eſtabliſhed 3 


Character to himſelf in the Cas 


of Parts which he commonly 
performed; which were always in 
low Comedy, and moſtly in the 
tefty old Men.—In ſhort, he in 
a few: Years became of fo much 
Conſequence, that the Manager 
of Drury Lane, notwithſtandin 


they had already Norris and Jabr⸗ 


fon, who were ſtill more excellent 
in the fame Way of Playing, and 
therefore could make but little 
Uſe of Mr. Grifjn at their own 
Houſe, found it, nevertheleſ, 
worth their while to buy off his 
Weight againſt them in the Ri. 
val Theatre, by engaging him at 
a larger Salary than he had hi. 
therto had there; and, indeed, ſo 
intrinſically great was our Au- 
thor's Merit, that tho', in Con- 
ſequence of the Circumſtance 2. 
bove - mentioned, he made his 
Appearance but ſeldom, yet, 
whenever he did, it was con- 
ſtantly with Applauſe, nor did 
the Excellence of the above-men- 
tion'd Actors by any Means 


eclipſe his, or ſeem to abate the 
' favourable Opinion the Public 


had conceived of him, even when 
they at any Time appear'd on the 
Stage together with him. 

Mr. CTeteucod, in his Frits 
Theatre, ſays, that Mr. Crifpn te- 
moved to Drury Lune Theatre in 
1720; but this I think muſt be 
a Miſtake, as we find his Co- 
medy of Mig and Tory brought 
on that Stage in 1721, whic 
would hardly have been the Cale, 
had the Author ſo lately quitted 
that Thea're, and joined in an 
Oppoſition at that Time of #9 
much Conſequence againſt them. 

This Author died in 1739, be. 
ing the 50th Year of his * 

; 2 
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and left behind him five dramatic 
pieces, whoſe Titles are as fol- 
lows, g. 5 

1. Humours of Purgatory, Far, 

2. Injur'd Virtue, Trag. 

3. Love in a Sach. Farce, 

4. Maſquerade, Farce. 

5. Whig and Tory, Com. 

GIM ALDI, Sign. Nicolim, 
—Of this Author 1 know no- 
thing more than that he was an 
Jralian, and probably one of the 
Directors of the King's Theatre 
in the Haymarket, for which he 
compoſed two Ialian Operas, en- 
titled, | 

1, HAMLET, 

2, HYDASPES. / 

CRIHSs TON, James, Lord Viſ- 
count.— his Nobleman, whoſe 
Title ſtands in the Liſt of the 
hi Peerage, was Father to the 
preſent Lord Crimſton.—He was 
born about 1692, and in April 
1719, was created Baron of Dua- 
biyne, in the County of Meatb in 
Ireland, and Viſcount Grimſton. 
—At the Age of thirteen Years, 
while at School, he wrote a Play, 
which was never acted, but 
printed in the Year 1705, en- 
titled, | 

The Lazvyer's Fortune. Com. 
It is true, this Piece, ſo far from 
having any dramatic Merit in it, 
is full of the groſſeſt Abſurdities; 
but when the Infantile Vears of 
its Author come to be conſider'd, 
and that it might probably be 
owing to the Partiality of Parents 
in the Gratification of a childiſh 
Vanity, that it was ever publiſh-- 
ed:— If it is moreover known, 
that when, at a maturer Time of 
Life, the -Author himſelf, on a 
Review of it, became ſenſible of 
is Faults, he took the utmoſt 
Pains to call in the Impreſſion, 
and prevent, if poſſible, ſo indif- 
ferent a Performance to ſtand 
forth in Evidence againſt even his 


Carano 
. 
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Boyiſh Abilities, ſurely a firſt 
Fault, ſo amply repented, might 
eaſily be forgiven, and the Aſpe- 
rity with which the Author has 
been treated on the Account -of 
it might well have been ſpar'd, 

And indeed, - the Public is 
ſcarcely to be blamed for the ill 
Uſage he has received, as they 
would probably have ſuffer'd this 
Piece to have died in Obſcurity, 
with many others of equal Me- 
rit, had it not been for the Ma- 
levolence of the late D—ch—ſs 
of M—{b—gh, who, in the 


. Courſe of an Oppoſition which ſhe 
thought proper to make to this 


worthy Peer, in an Election for 
Members of Parliament, where 
his Lordſhip was a Candidate, 
cauſed a large Impreſſion of this 
Play to be printed off, at her 
own ſole Charge, and to be diſ- 
perſed among the Electors, with 
a Frontiſpiece, conveying a moſt 
indecent and unmannerly Reflec- 
tion on his Lordſhip's Under- 
ſtanding, under the allegorical 


Figure of an Elephant dancing on 


the Ropes. | 

Lord Grim/*on, however, car- 
ried. his Election, in Spite cf all 
thoſe unfair Proceedings to pre- 
vent it, and by his Eehaviour 
while he continued in Parlia- 
ment; his Conduct in a rational 
and happy Retirement after his 


quitting Public Affairs, and his 


prudent Occonomy thro' Life in 
the Management of an Eſtate, 
which, tho' a large one, was, at 
the Time it deſcended to him, 
loaded with the Incumbrance of 
numerous Fortunes and heavy 
Jointures ſaddled on it, gave am- 
ple Proof of the Injuſtice of the 
Infinuations, ſo artfully thrown out 
againſt him, and ſupported ſolely 
on this one trivial Error of his 
Childhood; and, it is but Juſtice 
to a valuable Character, thus at- 

EF 431 tempted 
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tempted to be injur'd, to conclude 

our Account of him with the 

amiable Portrait drawn of him 

by the Author of the Lives an- 

nexed to Yhircop's Scanderbeg, — 

« This Nobleman, fays that 

Writer, “ is a good Huſband to 

cc one of the beſt of Wives; an 

cc jndulgent Father to a hopeful 

cc and numerous Offspring; a 

& kind Maſter to his Servants, a 
& generous Friend, and an Ma- 

ce ble and hoſpitable Neighbour.“ 

I cannot directly aſcertain in 
what Year this Nobleman died, 
but find his Succeſſor to have 
been Member in the laſt Parlia- 
ment for the ancient Town of 
St. Alban s. 


AB IN GToN, Villiam, Eſq; 
—This Gentleman, who 
fouriſhed in the Reign of King 
Charles I. was born on the 4th of 
Nov. 1605, at Handlip in N or- 
ceſlerſpire.— Being of a Reman Ca- 
tholic Family, he was ſent to re- 
cerve the early Parts of his Edu- 
cation at Paris and St. Omer, 
where he was very earneſtly en- 
treated to take on. him the Habit 
of a ſeſuit.— But an eccleſiaſtical 
| Life being by no Means agreeable 
10 his Diſpoſition, he reſiſted all 
their Solicitations and returned 
to Frng/ana, where, by his own. 
Aoplication and the Inſtruction 
of his Father Thomas Fabington, 
| Efq; he made ereat Proficiency 
In the Study of Hiſtory and other 
uſeful Branches of Literatu:e, 
and bet ame, according to the 
Account given of him by Wed 
in his Alben. Oxon. a very accom- 
pliſhed Gentleman, 


the Amuſement of ſome leiſure 


nicated to bim at the School . 


HA. 

His principal Bent was to Hit. 
tory, as 1s apparent from hi 
Writings, amoag Which are ſome 
Obſervations on Hiſtory, in 1 Vol. 
$v0. and a Hiftory of Ego, IV. 
written and publiſhed at the De. 
fire of King Char/es I.— Vet, for 


Hours, he wrote a Play, called, 

Queen of ARRAGON, Tragie 

Com, 

which he appears himſelf to hae 
had a very diffident Opinion cf; 
but having ſhewed it to Plity 
Earl of Pembrecke, that Noblemag 
was ſo much pleaſed with it, 
that he cauſed it to be acted at 
Court, and afterwards to be pub. 
liſhed. tho* contrary to the Au- 
thor's Inclination.—— od ic- 
quaints us, that, during the Cj- 
vil War, Mr. Halingten (probs. 
bly for the Sake of preſerving to 
himſelf that Calm, which is ever 
moſt agreeable to a ftudious and 
ſedentary Diſpoſition) temporized 
with thoſe in Power, and was 
not unknown to Oliver Cromwe!, 
Vet, it is probable, this tempo- 
rizing was no more than a mere 
Non-Reſiſtance, as we have no 
Account of his having been raiſcd 
to any Kind of Preſerment dur- I 
ing the Protector's Government, 
— He died November 30, 1654, 
being juſt entered into his gti 
Year. 

HAlIN ES, Mr, Joſeph, (com- 
monly called Coux T Haix Tg, 
—'This Gentleman was a very e- 
minent low Comedian and a Perſcn 
of great Facetiouſneſs of Tempe! 
and Readineſs of Wit, — When, 
or where, or of what Parents be 
was born, are Particulars which 
the Hiſtorians of his Life are to. 
tally Glent about, —It is cert 
however, that the earlier Pa t 
of his Education were commit 
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& Martin's in the Fields, where 
he made ſo rapid a Progreſs as to 
become the Admiration of all 
who knew him. 

From this Place he was ſent 
by the voluntary Subſcription of 
a Number of Gentlemen, to 


' whoſe Notice his Quickne's of 


Parts had ſtrongly recomn. ended 
him, to Nucen's College, Oxford, 
where his Learning and great 
Fund of Hum cur gain'd him the 
Efteem and Regard of Sir Foſeph 
Williamjon, who was afterwards 
Secretary of State, and Miniſter 
Plenipotentiary at the concluding 
the Peace of Ryſwick, —— When 
Sir Jeſeph was appointed to the 
firſt of thoſe high Offices, he 


tcok our Author as his Latin Se- 


cretary,—— But Taciturnity not 
being one of thoſe Qualities which 
Haines was eminent for, Sir Jo- 
+6 found that, thro' his Means, 
Affairs of great Importance fre- 
quently tranſpir'd even before 
they came to the Knowledge of 
thoſe who were more immediate 
ly concerned in them. — He was, 
therefore, obliged to remove him 
from an Employment for which 
he ſeem'd ſo ill calculated, but 
recommended him, however, to 
one of the Heads of the Univer- 
fity of Cambridge, where he was 
very kindly received; but a Com- 
pany of Comedians coming to per- 


form at Stourbridge Fair, Mr. 


Haires took ſo ſudden an Inclina- 
tion for their Employment and 
Way of living. that be threw 
av, ay his Cap and Band, and im- 
mediately joined their Company. 

It was not long, however, be- 
fore the Reputation of his chea- 
trical Abilities procur'd him an 
Invitation to the Theatre Royal 
in Drury Lane, where his inimit- 
able Performance on the Public 
Stage, together with his Vivacity 


and Pleaſantry in private Conver- 


H A 
ſation, introduced him not only 


to the Acquaintance, but even 
the Familiarty of Perions of the 


moſt exalted Abilities, and of the 


firſt Rank in the Kingdom. 
Inſomuch, that a certain noble 
Duke, being appointed Ambaſ- 
ſador to the French Court, thought 
it no Diſgrace io take Joe Haines 
with him as a Companion, who 
being, beſides his Knowledge of 
the dead Languages, as perfect 
Maller of the French and Italian, 
as if he had been a Native of tha 
reſpective Capitals of Paris and 
Rome, was greatly carefled by 
many of the French Nobility, 


In his Return from France, 


where he had aſſumed the Title 
of Count, he again applied him- 
ſeit to the Stage, on which he 
continued till 170, on the 4th 
of Atril in Which Year he died 
of a Fever, after a. very ſhort II- 
neſs, at his Lodgings in Hart- 


Strect, Long-Acre, and was bu- 


ried in the Church-Yard of St. 
Paul's, Covent-Garden, | 

't here is one dramatic Piece, 
ſaid to be his, entitled, 

The Fatal Miſtake, Com. 
But the Compoſition of it is ſo 
very miſerable, and ſo devoid of 
any Marks of that Humour and 
Sp.ighthnelſs which ran thro? his 
whole Converſation, that ſome af 
the Writers ſeem inclinable to. 
acguit him of being the Author 
of it.— Vct I know not whether 
that is quite a ſuſcient Reaſon 
for fo doing, as it is by no Means 
uncommon to find, among Men 
ot profeſſed Drollery, that the 
Manner is much more than the 
Matter; and the Table, as Shakeſ= 


f-are has it, is oiten ſet in a 


Roar, by Jokes, which, it repeated 
without the immediate Humour 


of the Speaker, to accumpany 


them, would ſcarcely excite a 
Smile, unleſs of Contempt. 
And 
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And it is remarkable of the very 
| Perſon we are now treating of, 
that ſome of his Prologues and 
Epilogues, which uſed to force 


Thunder Claps of Applauſe from 


the Audience when ſpoken by 
himſelf, and according to his own 
Conceptions in the writing of 
them, appear but flat and inſipid 
when we come to read them in 


the Cloſet.— I do not mean this, 


however, in any Degree to de- 
reciate Mr. Haines s Merit, — 
That he poſſeſſed a great Share 
of genuine Wit, I do not in the 
leaſt queſtion; and altho' every 
Jeſt Book will furniſh Numbers 
of droll Turns of Humour, which 
are ſaid to have come from him, 
J think I cannot better cloſe this 
Account of him, than by the Re- 
petition of one undoubtedly au- 
thentic Bon Mat of his, handed 
down to us by his Cotemporary 
- Colley Cibber, who, in his Apo- 
logy, relates this Story,—* Foe 
« Haines, ſays he, © being aſk- 
cc ed what could tranſport Collier 
« into ſo blind a Zeal for the ge- 
ce neral Suppreſſion of the Stage, 
« when only ſome particular Au- 
ec thors had abuſed it, whereas 
« the Stage, he could not but 
«© know, was generally allowed, 
cc when rightly conducted, to be 
6 a delightful Method of mend- 
« ing our Morals ?''—<© For that 
« very Reaſon, replied Haines: 
cc Collier is by Profeſſion a Moral- 
cc Mender himſelf, and two of a 
« Trade, you know, can never 
cc agree. | | | 

HamiLtToN, Mr. Nezoburgh. 
This Gentleman lived in the 
Family of Duke Hamilton, and 
was probably related to his Grace. 
He wrote two. dramatic Pieces, 
entitl d, | 

I. Doating Lovers, Com, 

2, Petticoat Plotter. Farce. 


Neither of theſe Pieces met with 


in the Lapidary or 


H A 


Succeſs.—— The firſt of them, 
however, was ſupported through 
three Performances, for the Sake 
of the Author's Benefit, whoſe 
Intereſt was ſo ſtrong, and his 
Acquaintance ſo extenſive, that 
he was enabled to lay the Pit and 
Boxes together, at the advanced 
Price of fix Shillings for each 
Ticket, 

HammonD, William, — This 
Writer is mentioned no where 
but in the Britiſh Theatre, where 
he is ſaid to have been a young 
Gentleman in the Army, and to 
have written a dramatic Piece of 
one Act, entitled, ; 

Preceptor. Ball, Opera, 

HARDHAM, Mr, Fohn,—This 


Author is yet living, and ex- 


tremely well known arnong Per- 
ſons of Genius and Tafte,—He 
was born at Chichefter, and bred 
1amond-cut- 
ting Buſineſs ; but quitting that, 
and entering into the Snuff Trade, 
became, and ſtill continues to be, 
very eminent in that Buſineſs, be- 
ing, perhaps, poſſeſſed of the largeſt 


Shop and the moſt extenſive Trade 


of that Kind in or about this 
Metropolis, viz. the Black Lian, 
near the Fleet-Market, in Fleet- 
Street. — Beſides this, he has for 
ſome Years been principal Num- 
berer to the Theatre Royal in 
Drury Eane.—What Mr, Hard- 
bam 's Advantages from Education 
may have been, I never could 
learn, but, by the Dint of ſtrong 
natural Parts, he has render'd 
himſelf agreeable to Numbers of 
the moſt conſiderable Wits and 
Critics of the Age. and has even 
himſelf made one Attempt in the 
dramatic Way, which, altho', I 
believe, it was not even intended 
for the Stage, is in Print, and 
is far from being devoid of Ge- 

| nius. 
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ius or poetical Imagination. It 


is entitled, 


The Fortune- Tellers. | 

HarRIs, Mr. Joſefb.— This 
Perſon was a Comedian, but of 
no great Reputation in his Pro- 
feſſon.— Vet, as Faceb informs 
us, by the Afiſtance of his 
Friends, he aimed at being an 
Author, and produced the four 
following dramatic Picces, all of 
which ſeems to have miſcarried 


Com, 


in the Repreſentation, wiz, 
I, The City Bride, Com, 


2, Love's a Lottery, and a No- 
man the Prize. 
3. Love and Riches reconciled, 
Maſque. 
4. The Makes, 
HARRISON, Mr, Filliam.— 
This Author was a Man of mean 
Employment, being by Trade no 
other than a Patten Maker. 
Yet he was eſteemed to be Maſ- 
ter of excellent natural Parts,— 
He wrote one Play, which, tho” 
it was never acted, probably from“ 
Want of Intereſt, is far from be- 
ing devoid of Merit; it is en- 


titled, 


Com. 


Com, 


The Pilgrims, Paſt, Trag. 


Har eHhET, Mr,——Of this 
Gentleman I know nothing more 
than his having been concerned, 
in Conjunction with Mrs. Elixa 
| "Hexyword, in the converting Mr. 
Fielding's Tragedy of Tom I bumb, 
into a Ballad Opera, which was 
| ſet to Muſick, and performed un- 


der the Title of 
The Opera of Cperas, 


Trag. 
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but, having an early Inclination 
for the Stage, he quitted the Pro- 
feſſion he was intended for, and 
engaged himſelf firſt at the The- 
atre in Gosdman's-Fie/ds, from 
whence he removed to the The- 
atres Royal, in both which he at 


different Times has been receiv- 


ed. As an Actor he ſtands in 


very good Eſtimation with the 


Public. — His Perſon is comely 
and gentecl, his Voice clear and 
articulate, and his critical Judg- 
ment, and perfect Underſtanding 
of the Meaning of his Author, 
ſhine forth conſpicuouſly in every 
Part he performs.—Re does not 
want Feeling, but, from a De- 
gree of Monotomy, which ſeems 
natural to his Voice, he ſore» 
times falls ſhort with Reſpect to 
empaſſioned Execution, —He is, 
however, always decent, ſenſible 
and perfect, and bas acquir'd an 
Eaſe in his Manner and Deport- 
ment, which it is uncommon to 
meet with, and-whichrenders him, 
if not a capital, at leaſt a-very uſe- 
ful Performer; and if, on any 
Occaſion, Neceſſity or Accident 


throws bim into Parts which 


may appear above the Rank. of 
Characters in which he uſually 
appears, he conſtantly makes Way 
thro' them with leſs Diſguſt than 
ſome Performers would do, who, 
with greater particular Beauties, 
intermingle an equal Number of 


Mr. Haward 


glaring deformities. 


As an Author, 


| ſtands nearly in the ſame Predi- 
and having brought one Play on 
the Stage, entitled, 
The Riwal Father. 
Havann, Mr. William. 
This Gentleman is ſtill living, 
and at preſent an Actor belong- 
ing to the Theatre Royal in Drury 
Lane, —He is the Son of a Vint- 
ner in Dublin, and ſerved his 
Time as Apprentice to a Surgeon ; 


cament that he does as an Actor, 
for,. tho* much inferior to our 


firſt Rate Dramatiſts, he is at 


the ſame Time as greatly ſupe- 
rior to many, whoſe Pieces have 
even met with Succeſs, - Good- 
Senfe, Correctneſs and Senſibility 
run thro' his Writings, and the 
he does not aſtoniſh us with the 


ſublime Flaſhes of a Shateſpeare, 
Fl 
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or touch our Hearts with the 
tender Senſations of an Orevay, 
yet he neither ftarts out into the 
puerile Bombaſt of a Barks, nor 
finks into the inſenſible proſaical 
Coldneſs of a Trapp.— In a Word, 
the ſenfible Leſſon of the medio 
rutiſimus ibis, ſeems to be the 


Rule of Mr. Havard's Conduct 


both on the Stage and in the 
Study, and, indeed, he ſeems to 
have ſufficiently availed himſelf 
of an Adherence to the Maxim 
the filent Attention conftantly 
paid to his Performance in the 
Theatre avouching the Truth of 


It on the one Hand, and the 


Succeſs: his dramatic Pieces, eſ- 
pecially one of them, met with 
on their Repreſentation, evincing 
it on tne other.— The Names of 


his Plays, which are three in 


Number, are as follow, 
, A. King CharLEs I. 

_— REG UT us. Trag. 
3. ScAxDERRBTOG. Trag. 
Mr. Havard is, moreover, in his 


Tr ag. | 


private Character, extremely a- 


miable, being polite, humane 
and friendly.—In a Word, he is 


generally eſteemed and beloved 


by all who know him, and when- 


ever he ſhall be obliged to quit 


"the great Stage of Life, Society 


will Joſe a valuable Member, and 
the Theatre a ſerviceable and or- 
- namental Pillar. | 


- HavsTEvD, the Rev. Mr. Pe 
ter. This Gentleman was born 
onppire, to- 
wards the Beginning of the Reign 


of King James the firſt.— He re- 


ceived his Education in Queen's 


College, Cambridge, where, after 
paſſing thro' the proper Exerciſes, 
he took his Degree as Maſter of 
Arts, and, after quitting the U- 


niverſity, entering into holy Or- 


ders, he became, firſt, Curate of 


Uppingham in Rutlandſhire, and 


ome. Time afterwards Rector of 


lege, Oxford. 
the Public with but two drama- 
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Hadbam in Hertfordſbire. In 
1641, he had a Degree of Doc- 
tor of Divinity conferr'd on him, 
On the breaking out of the 
Civil Wars, he was made Chap. 
lain to Spencer, Earl of North. 
ampton, to whom he adher'd in 
all his Engagements for the Roy- 
al Intereſt, and was with him in 
the Caſtle of Banbury in Oxford- 
ſhire at the very Time it made 
ſo vigorous a Defence againſt the 
Parliament's Forces, In that 
Caſtle Wood, in his Faſt, informs 
us, that Mr. Hauſted concluded 
his laſt Moments in the Year 
164.5, and wzs buried wirhin the 
Precincts of it, or elſe in the 
Church belonging to Banbury. 

Both Langbaine and Wood give 
this Author the Character of a 
very ingenious Man and a good 
Poet; all the Teſtimonials we 


have extant of the latter Charac- 
ter, are a ſmall Poem, called a 


Lecture to the People, and one 


dramatic Piece, which it is pretty 
apparent, from the very Title 


Page the Author has prefixed to, 
it, met with but indifferent Suc- 
ceſs, —It is entitled, _ 
The Rival Friends. Com. 
Hawxins, Mr. Villiam.— 
This Gentleman is now living, 
and is a Fellow of Pembroke Col- 
—— He has obliged 


tic Pieces, the firſt only an Al 
teration of a Tragedy of the im- 
mortal Shakeſpeare ; in which in- 
deed it were to be wiſhed that he 
had either fix d on the Story on- 
ly, and made the Conduct and 
Language of it entirely his own 
or elſe that he had taken ſome- 
what leſs Liberty with his On- 
ginal, fince, as it now ſtands, 
there : ppears too great a Diſſimi- 
larity between the different Parts 
of it, to render it perfectiy plea- 
ſing, either as the Work of 
| Shakeſpeare 


* —S . BE  - ME Sat 
* 


ds, 
ni- 


rts 


ea- 


cart 


HA 


Shak-ſprare or of Mr. Hawking = 


The Play, thus alter'd, is 
CyYMBELINE, T. . 
The other Piece, which may 
more properly be called his own, 
is far from wanting Merit, and 
is entitled, 1 
HENRY and Ros AMoNp. 
re | | 
Hawxs, Mr.—Of this Gen- 
tleman I find no farther Mention 
made than bareley his Name, and 
that he was the Author of an un- 
ſucceſsful Piece, called, 


Ihe Country Wedding. Tragi- 


Comi - Paſtoral - Farcical- 
ES. 
 HawxswoR TH, John, L. L. D. 
This Gentleman is till living, 
and has been more remarkable 
for his Eſſays in a periodical Pa- 
per, entitled the ADVENT-URER, 
whoſe Merit certainly ftands 
frongly in Competition even with 
the celebrated Spe&ators and Ram- 
dert, than for his dramatic Pieces. 
However, what little he has done 
in the dramatic Way, is far from 
wantiug Merit, and may be ſeen 
in the following Lift. 
1, EDGAR and EMMELINE, 
Fairy Tale, h 


2. Oxoconoxo, T. (alter'd 


from Southerne,) 

3. Z1MRI, Oratorio, | 
Befides theſe, he has, not long 
ſince, favoured the World with a 
very ingenious Romance in the 
Eaſtern Manner, entitled Almo- 
ran and Hamet, which, however, 
excluſive of it's being foreign to 
our preſent Purpoſe, is too recent 
in every one's Acquaintance to 
need any farther Mention here. 

Harm, Mr. Nicholas, — What 
Country this Gentleman was of 
I know not, nor whether he was 
himſelf the Author of the Pieces 
to which his Name is prefixed : 
Iam apt to believe, however, that 
he was a German, and preceded 


Mr. Heidegger in the Management 
of the Opera Houſe in the Hay- 


market, and that therefore in that 
Light only he has ſigned his 
Name to the Dedication of the 
following dramatic Pieces per- 
formed at that Theatre, the Au- 
thors of which were probably ob- 
ſcure Hirelings, employed by this 
Gentleman to write, or rather 
put together, a Set of Words, the 


only Merit requir'd in which was 


an Aptneſs to go well by Way of 
Accompanyment to, or Vehicle 
for, thoſe [ralian Airs and Voices; 
which were to charm away the 
Senſes and drain the Pockets of 
all the Perſons of either real or 
pretended Taſte in this poor in- 
fatuated Nation, —The Titles of 
the Pieces, which I thus find with 
his Name to them as Dedicator, 
are the ſix following, 
1. ASTYANAX, Ital. Op, 
2. FLAvius, King of LoMe 
BARDY, Ital. Op. 
3. Prox EM, 
GYPT. Ital. Op. | 
4. RoDELINDA, geen 0 
LOMBARDY. 121 oo! 
5. TAMERLANE, Tal. Op, 
6. VESPASIAN, Ital, Op. 
HEAD, Mr. Richard. This 
Author was the Son of a Miniſ- 
ter in Ireland, who, being mur- 


der'd, among many Thouſands 
more, in the dreadful Maſſacre in 


that Kingdom in 1641, Mrs. 
Head, with this Son, then but 
young, came over to England, 
where, having been train'd up in 
Learning, he was ſent, thro' the 
Friendſhip of ſome Perſons who 
had had a Regard for his Father, 
to Oxford, and compleated his Stu- 
dies in the very ſame College that 


his Father had formerly belonged 


to, His Circumſtances, however, 
being mean, he was taken away 
from the Univerſity before he had 
got any Degree, and was bound 

Apprentice 


King of E- 
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Apprentice to a Bookſeller, and 
when out of his Time married, 
and ſet up for himſelf ; but, hav- 
ing a ſtrong Propenſity to two 
pernicious Faſſions, 412, Poetry 
and Gaming, the one of which 
is for the moſt Part unprofitable, 
and the other almoſt always de- 
ſtructive, he quickly ruined his 
Circumſtances, and was obliged 
to retire for a Time to Ireland. 
Here he wrote his only dramatic 
Piece, which was entitled, 
Hic & ubigue. Com. 

By this Piece he acquired very 
great Reputation and ſome Mo- 
ney; on which he returned to 
England, reprinted his Comedy, 
and dedicated it tothe Duke of 
Monmouth z3 but, meeting with 
no Encouragement, he once more 
had Recourſe to his Trade of 


Book ſelling, —But, no ſconer had 


he-a little recover'd himſelf, than 
he again lent an Ear to the Syren 
Allerements of Pleaſure and Po- 
etry, in the latter of which he 
ſeems never to have made any 
great Proficiency, —He failed a 
ſecond Time in the World ; on 
which he had again Recourſe to 
his Pen for Support, and wrote 
ſeveral different Pieces, particu- 
larly the firſt Part of the Eng/;h 
Rogue, in which, however, he 
had given Scope to ſo much Li- 
centiouſneſs, that he could not 
get an Imprimazur granted to it, 
tilt he had expunged ſome of the 
moſt luſcious Deſcriptions out of 
it, To this firſt Part three more 
were afterwards added by Mr, 
Head, in Conjunction with Mr, 

Francis Kirkman, who had alfo 
deen his Partner in Trade. | 

The Buſineſs of an Author, 
however, and it's Emoluments 
being very precarious, it appears 
from Wirffanly, who was perſo- 


nally acquainted with him, that 


2 
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he afterwards met with a great 
many Croſſes and Afflictions, and 
was at laſt caſt away at Sea as he 
was going to the Iſle of Wight, in 
the Year 1678. 
HEI ůDECOERN, John Fang, 
Eſq; — This Gentleman J imagine 
to have been by Birth a Dutel nan 
or Fleming,--— He was for many 
Years Manager of the King's 
Theatre, or Opera Houſe, in the 
Haymarket ; by which he raiſed a 
very large Fortune, - Among the 
infinite Number of new Pieces, 
which are annually brought on 
at that Theatre, and are for the 
moſt Part as regularly forgotten 
by the following Seaſdn, I find 
the following with Mr. Heidę- 
ger's Name annexed to the Deci- 
cation, vi. | | 
1. ALMAHIDE, Tal, Op, 
2. AMADIsS of Gaur, Ital, 
Opera, 
3. ANTIOCHUS, 
4. ARMIN Tus. 


Ital., Op, 
Ital. Opera. 


Mr. Heidegger died about the Year | 


1750. : 
HErMINGs, Mr, William. 


This Gentleman was Son of Jetn 
Hemings, the famous Player, who 
was Cotemporary with Shateſ- | 
peare, and whoſe Name we find, 
together with thoſe of Burbidge, 
Condel, Taylor, &c. before the Fo- 
lio Edition of that Author's 
Works,—He was born at Londen, 
about the Beginning of the Reign 
of James I. and received his Edu- 
cation at Chrift Church College in 
Oxford, where he was enter d as 
a Student in the Vear 1621, and 
in 1628 took his Degree of Ma- 
ſter of Arts. — During the Time 
of the Troubles he wrote ſome 
dramatic Pieces, which were at 
that Time very well efteem'd, 
and after the Reſtoration were 


reviyed with great Succeſs.— 


Their Titles are as foilow, 
; 2 
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1. The Eunuch, Trag. (N. B. 
This is only the Title by 
which the next-mention- 
ed Play was revived, in 
the Year 1687.) 
2. The Fatal Contract. T. 
3. The Few's Tragedy. 
HzxnDERSON, Mr. A.— This 
Author is, I think, a Clergy- 
man, and ſtill living. In the 
Year 1752 he publiſhed one dra- 
matic Piece, of very little Merit, 
entitled, | 
ArSINOE, Trag. 
HERBERT, Mary, Vid. 
PruBrOKE, Counteſs of. | 
 HewiT, Mr. John, —Of this 


Gentleman I know nothing more 


than that he is Author of one 


dramatic Piece, borrowed almoſt 
entirely from the French, but 
which never was acted, entitled, 

A Tutor for the Beaus, Com. 
HZ YwWOOD, Mrs. EAX. 
This Lady was perhaps the moſt 
voluminous Female Writer this 
Kingdom ever produced, — Her 
Genius lay for the moſt Part in 
the Novel Kind of Writing, —In 
the my Part of her Life, her 
natural Vivacity, her Sex's con- 
ſitutional Fondneſs for Gallan- 
| try, and the Paſſion which then 
prevailed in the public Taſte for 
perſonal Scandal, and diving into 
the Intrigues of the Great, guid- 
ed her Pen to Worles, in which 
a Scope. was given for great Li- 
centiouſneſs, The celebrated 
Aralantis of Mrs, Manley ferved 
her for a Model, and the Court 
the New Uzepia, 


of Carimania, 

ad ſome other Pieces of a like 
Nature, were the Copier her Ge- 
mus produced, mm. Whether” the 
Loaſeneſs, of the Pieces them- 
ves, or ſome more private Rea- 
ons, provoked the Nefentment 
of Mr, Pope againft her, Ecannot 
pretend to determine; bu 


end to t, cer- 
in kz. ther thay fest Port Has 
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taken ſome Pains to perpetuate 
her Name to immortal Infamy ; 
having, in his Dunciad, propos'd 
her as one of the Prizes to be 
run for, in the Games inftituted 


in Honour of the Inauguration of 


the Monarch of Dulineſs. This, 
however, I own I cannot iy . 
ſubſcribe to; for, altho* I ſhould 

be far from vindicating the Li- 
bertiniſm of her Subjects, or the 
expoling with Aggravation to the 
Public the private Errors of In- 
dividuals, yet, I think, it cannot 
be denied, that there is great 


Spirit and Ingenuity in Mrs. Hope 


woods Manner of treating Sub- 
jets, which the Friends of Vir 
tue may perhaps wiſh ſhe had ne- 
ver enter'd on at all ; and thatin 
thoſe of her Novels, where per- 
ſonal Character has not been ad- 
mitted to take Place, and where 
the Stories have been of her own 
Creation, ſuch as her Love in Exe 
ceſs, Fruitleſs Enquiry, 8c. ſhe has 
given Proofs of great inventive 
Powers, and a perfect Knowledge 
of the Affections of the human 
Heart. And thus much muſt be 
granted in her Favour, that 
whatever Liberty ſhe might at firſt 
give to her Pen, to [the Offence 
either of Morality or Delicacy, 


the ſeem'd to be ſoon convinced 


of her Error, and determined not 
only to reform, but even attone 
for it; fince, in the numerous 
Volumes which ſhe gave to the 


World towards the latter Part of 


her Life, no Author has appear d 

more the Votary of Virtue, nor 
are there any Novels in which a 
ſtricter Purity, or a greater De- 
licacy of Sentiment, has been 


| preferv'd,—It may not . „ 
de difagreeable an this — 


point opt what theſe latter Works 
were, as they ate very yolumi-' 
nous, and are not perfectiy known 
to every one. They may there- 

(Q] fare, 


Oo 
r — — — 2 — = — 
2 I — 
N F — a — | < 
Meu. F * = 9 , — " 
— N — 9 N * age n r 
— — — 8 — 
> * " o - * _ _—_— * A A 
= — _ ———— Mie SS > —— — I „ a = 4 \ 
1 a ——— — 
_ — 2 ee 1 — — „ 
— : = — — —— — 


— — — 
— l — — — 
ae”, 
P28 72; 2 


* — 


3 1 
+ ; 
4 0 
| | 
141 
9 
_ 
l j h [ 
i o p : 
3 : f 
1 iþ J 
I” 
1 ' I 
tb 
\ | 


HE 
fore, tho* ſomewhat foreign to 
the Purport of this Work, be 
found in the following Liſt, viz. 

The Female Spefator, 4 vol. 

\ Epiſtle for the Ladies, 2 vol. 
Fortunase Foundling, 1 vol. 
Adventures of Nature, 1 vol. 

Hit. of Betſy Thoughtleſs, 4 vol. 
Fennyand Femmy 7 Lamy, 3 v. 
Inviſible Spy, 2 vol. 5 
Huſband and Wife, 2 vol. 

and a Pamphlet, entitled, 

A Preſent for a Servant Maid. 
When young, ſhe dabbled in dra- 
matic Poetry, but with no great 
Succeſs.— None of her Plays ei- 
ther meeting with much Appro- 


bation at the firſt, nor having 
deen admitted to Repetition ſince. 


Their Titles were as follow, 

1. Fair Captive. T. 

2. FREDERICK Duke of 

Brvunswick. T. 

Opera of Operas. (joined 

ns — A Hatchet.) 

4. Wife to be let. Com. 
She had alſo an Inclination for 
the Stage as a Performer, which 
appears from her having acted a 
principal Part in her own Co- 
medy of the Fife to be let, and 
her Name ftanding in the Drama 
of a Tragedy, entitled, the Rival 
Father, written by Mr. Hatchet, 
a Gentleman with whom ſhe ap- 
pears to have had a cloſe litera 
Intimacy 0 i 

As to the Circumſtances of 
Mrs. Heywwood's Life, very little 
Light ſeems to appear; for, tho? 
the World ſeem'd inclinable, pro- 


bably induced by the general 


Tenor of her earlier Writings, to 


affix on her the Character of a 


Lady of Gallantry, yet I have ne. 


ver heard of any particular In- 


trigues or Connections direly 
laid to her Charge; and have been 


exedibly informed that, from a 


Suppoſition of ſome _ improper 
Liberties being taken with her 


HE 


Character after Death, by the In- 
termixture of Truth and Falſhod 
with her Hiſtory, ſhe laid a ſo- 


lemn Injunction on a particular 
Perſon, who was well acquainted 


with all the Particulars of it, not 
to communicate to any one the 
leaſt Circumſtance relating to her; 
ſo that probably, unleſs ſome very 
ample Account ſhould appear from 
that Quarter itſelf, whereby her 
Story may be placed in a true and 
favourable Light, the World will 
ſtill be left in the dark with Re. 
gard to it.—All I have been able 
to learn 1s, that her Father was 
in the Mercantile Way, that ſhe 
was born at London, and that, at 
the Time of her Death, which 


was, I think, in 1759, the was 


about ſixty three Years of Age. 
With Reſpect to her Genius 

and Abilities, her Works, which 

are very numerous, mult ſtand in 


Evidence; but I cannot help ob. 


ſerving, as to her perſonal Cha- 
racer, that I was told by one, 
who was well acquainted with 
her for many Years before her 
Cloſe of Life, that ſhe was good- 
natured, affable, lively and en- 
tertaining; and that, whatever 
Errors ſhe might in any Reſpect 
have run into in her youthful 
Days, ſhe was, during the whole 
Courſe of his Knowledge of her, 
remarkable for the moſt rigid and 
ſcrupulous Decorum, Delicacy and 
Prudence, both with Reſpect to 
her Conduct and 1 
HE VYWOOD, TFaſper, D. UV. 
This Writer, A flouriſhed in 
the Reign of Queen Eliza, 
was Son of the famous Poet and 
Epigrammatiſt of that Name, 
whom we ſhall immediately have 


| Occaſion to mention, He was 


born in Londen in 1535, and in 
the twelfth Year of his Age as 
ſent to the Univerſity of 'Oxfer6, 


and enter'd a Student in Mertin 
2 College. 
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College,—Here he received thoſe 
uſeful Parts of Education, Gram- 
mar and Logic; and in 1553 took 
his Degree as Maſter of Arts, and 
was admitted to a Probationary 
Fellowſhip in that Cellege, where 
he gained a Superiority overall his 
Fellow Students in Diſputations at 
the Public School, and was (as ap- 
pears from an Oration written in 
his Praiſe by David De la Hyde, 
entitled De Ligno & Fæœno) nomi- 
nated there Rex Regni Fabarum, 
or a Kind of Chriſtmas Lord. 
Langbaine and Jacob both ſay that 
he quitted this College, at which 
he only paſſed his younger Days, 
for a Fellowſhip in A!/-Souls Col- 


lege in the ſame Univerſity, 
But Wood informs us, that, hav- 


ing been guilty of ſeveral Miſde- 
meanours, ſuch as are peculiar to 
Youth, Wildneſs and Rakiſhneſs, 
which in thoſe Days were pu- 
niſhed with great Severity, and 
which -probably he run into the 
more readily from being, in Con- 
ſequence of his Father's quitting 
England, left very early to him- 
ſelf, he was obliged, in Order to 
prevent Expulſion, to reſign his 


Fellowſhip, upon a third Admo- 


nition from the Warden and So- 
ciety of Merton College, on the 


gth of April 1558, 


Soon after this he quitted Eng- 


land, and, going over to St, O- 
mer's, enter'd himſelf into the 
Society of Jeſus at that Place, 
from whence, after having ſpent 
two Years in the Study of Divi- 


nity among the Prieſts, he was 
ſent to Diling in Switzerland, 


Where he ſpent upwards of ſeven- 
teen Years in diſcuſſing certain 


Points of Controverſy among 


thoſe whom he called Heretics 5 


in which Time, on Account of 


his diſtinguiſhed Learning, and 


his ardent Zeal for the holy Mo- 


ther, he was promoted to the 


HE 


Degree of Doctor of Divinity and 
of the four Vows. 

In the Year 158 1 Pope Gregory 
XIII. called him away from Di- 
ling, in order to plant him at the 
Head of the firſt Miſſion of Fe- 
ſuits to England; in which Office, 
being ſettled in the Metropolis of 
his native Country, and eſteemed 
as Provincial of the Order in that 
great Kingdom, he ran into great 
Luxury and Magnificence, affect- 
ing more the exterior Shew of a 
Grandee than the Humility of a 
Prieſt, and ſupporting as ſplendid 
an Equipage as Money couid then 
furniſh him with, 

Dr. Fuller, in his Britiſp Wor- 
thies, ( London, p. 222.) has run 
into an Error with Reſpe& to our 
Author, telling us that he was 
executed in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth.—But Antb. a Mocd 
( Athen. Oxon, Vol. I. Col. 252.) 
informs us, that he paid the great 
Debt to Nature at Naples, on the 
oth of Fan, 1598, and Sir Rich- 
ard Baker relates, that he was 
one of the Chief of the ſeventy 


Prieſts that were taken in 1585. 
and that, when ſome of them 


were condemned, and the reſt in 
Danger of the Law, her Majeſty 
cauſed them all to be ſhipped 
away, and ſent out of England: 
From whence it ſeems probable, 
that he went immediately to 
Rome, and at length ſettled in the 
City of Naples, where he con- 
tracted an Intimacy with that 
zealous Catholic Fobn Pitſeus, by 
whom he is ſpoken of with great 
Reſpect and Honour, | 
This Account ſeems alſo con- 
firmed by a Copy of Verſes, pre- 
ſerved by Sir John Harrington, 
which were written by this Au- 
thor on his being taken and car- 
ried to Priſon, and the Readineſs 
ſhewn by the Earl of Warwick 


to afford him Relief. Which 
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HE 
laſt Cireumftance he hints at, In 
the following Words, | 


— Thanks ta that Lord that wwills 
me good, 
For I want all Things, ſaving 
: Hay and Wood, 


During the Courſe of his stu- 


dies at the Univerſity, he tranſ- 
lated three of thoſe Tragedies 
Which are attributed to Seneca, 


V1Z, 

1. HxRx CIES furens, T. 

2. TuYESTES. T. 

3. TaoAs. T. 2 

He has choſen an uncouth Sort 
of Verſe for theſe Tranſlations, 
viz. that of fourteen Feet. Vet 
de has been very correct in the 
Meaning of his Author, where 
He has ſtuck to the Original, and 
in ſome Alterations, which he 
has profeſſedly made in the Con- 
duct of the Pieces, has ſhewn 
great Judgment and Ingenuity, 
Hy ywoop, Mr. Jobn.— This 
| Poet is one of the very firſt dra- 


watic Writers that this Iſland 


produced; he was born at Nerth 


MMV, near St. Albans in Hert- 
ord ire, and received the firſt 


Rudiments of his Education at 


Oxford; but the Sprightlineſs of 


tis Diſpoſition not being well a- 


dapted to the ſedentary Life of an 


Academician, he went back to 


his Native Place, which being 
in the Neighbourhood of the great 

„Sir Tho. Moore, he preſently con · 
tracted am Intimacy with that Pa- 


tron of Wit and Genius, who 


introduced him to the Knowledge 


and Patronage of the Princeſs 


Mary. Hey wood 's ready Wit and 


Aptneſs for Jeſt and Repartee, 


together wi 'the Poſſeſſion of 
Freat Skill both in vocal and in- 


rumental Muſic, render 'd him a 
Favorite with Henry VIII. who 


frequently rewarded bim very 


bighly,-—On the Acceſſion of 
Edzvard VI. he till continued in 
Favour, tho* the Author of the 
Art of Engliſh Poetry ſays, it vu 
c for the Mirth and Quickne of 

« Conceit, more than any good 
« Learning that was in him. 
When his old Patroneſs, Queen 

Mary, came to the Throne, he 


"ſtood in higher Eſtimation than 


ever, being admitted into the 
moſt intimate Converſation with 


her, on Account of his happy 


Talent of telling diverting Stories, 
which he did to amuſe her pain- 
ful Hours, even when the was 
languiſhing on her Death Bed. 
At the Deceaſe of that Prin. 
ceſs, however, being a' bigotted 


| Roman Catholic, perceiving that 


the Proteſtant Intereſt was likely 


to prevail under the Patronage of 


her Succeſſor Queen E/ixabetb, 
and perhaps apprehenſive, that 


ſome of the Seyerities; which had 


been, practiſed on the Proteſtants 
in the preceding Reign, might 
be retaliated on thoſe of a con- 
trary Perſuaſion in the enſuing 
one, and more eſpecially on the 

culiar Favorites of Qu, Mary, 
be thought it beſt, for the Secu- 
rity, of his Perſon, and the Pre - 


ſervation of his Religion to quit 


the Kingdom.—Thus, throwing 
himſelf into a voluntary Exile, 
he ſettled at Meck/in in Brabant, 
where he died in 1565, leaving 
ſeveral Children behind him, to 
all of whom he had given lideral 
Educations.—Among the reſt was 


Jaſper, ſome. Account of whom 


we gave in the laſt Article. 
From what has been ſaid above 
his Character in private Life may 
be gather'd to have been that of 
a ſprightly, humourous and en- 
tertaining Companion. —As a Poet 


he was held in no inconſiderabk 
Eſteem by his Cotemporaries 


tho* none of his Writings ex. 
| ten 


: ß AY, as,  -* 


tended to any great Length, but 


H E 


ſeem, like his Converſation, to 
have been the Reſult of little 


ſudden Sallies of Mirth and Hu- 


mour, —His longeſt Work is en- 


titled A Parable of the Sprder and 


the Fly, and forms a pretty thick 
Quarto in Old Engliſh Verſe, and 
printed 1n the Black Letter. —By 
Way of Frontiſpiece to this Book 
is a wooden Print of the Author 
at full Length, and moſt proba- 


bly in the Habit he uſually wore; 


for he is dreſt in a Fur Gown, 
ſomewhat reſembling that of a 
Maſter of Arts, excepting that 
the Bottom of the Sleeves reach 
no lower than his Knees.— He 
has a round Cap on his Head and 
a Dagger hanging to his Girdle, 
and his Chin and Lips are cloſe 


ſhaven, 


His other Works are, a Dia- 
logne compoſed of all the Pro- 
verbs in the Engliſßihʒ Language, 
and three Quarto Volumes, con- 
taining five hundred Epigrams, 


one of his dramatic Works, 


which are fix in Number, have 


extended beyond the Limits of an 


Interlude, —The Titles of them 

are as follow, 

| 1. F. our P's . 
2, Play betæveen JohN the Huſ- 

band, TIR the Wife, and 


Sir JOHN the Prieſt. 


terlude. 


Interlude, 


In- 


3. Play between the ParDoN- 
ER, tbe FRIAR, the Cu- 
RATE, and Neighbour 


P RAT. 


Interlude. 


4. Play of Gentleneſs and No- 


bility, 


Interlude, 


5. Play of Love, Interlude, 


6, Play of 


: terlude. 


the Feather, In- 


Phillips and Winſlanley have attri- 
buted two other Pieces to him, 


vix. 


The Pindar of WAXEFLE 
Pbilotas, Scotch, 


/ 


LD. 


HE 
but Langbaine rejects their Au- 
thority, and I think with very 
good Reaſon, as both thoſe Pieces 
are printed anonymous, and the 
one was not publiſhed till twen- 
ty. the other not till upwards of 
forty Vears after this Author's 
Death. : 

I do not find any Writer who 
aſcertains the exact Time of 
Fohn Heywood's Birth, or his 
Age at the Time of his Death, 
but he could not have died a 
young Man, as we find him to 
have ſurvived the Birth of his 
Son Jaſper by full thirty Years. 

HE YWOOD, Mr. Matthew, 
I do not find any ſuch Perſon 
mentioned by any of the Writers 
but Vinſtanley, who, (Lives of 
the Poets, p. 97.) after mention» 


ing Jobn, Thomas and Jaſper H 


epood, adds, „ and, as if the 
Names of Heyzvood were deſti- 
ec nated to the Stage, in my Time 


cc I knew one Matthew Heywood, 


«© who wrote a Comedy, call'd, 
© The Changling, 


ce that ſhould have been ated at 


& Audley-End Houſe, but, by T 
© know not what Accident, was 
« prevented,” | 

It is difficult to controvert 


what our Author thus aſſerts on 


his Knowledge, but Winſtanley 
was very liable to Miſtakes, and, 
it is well known that there is a 
Comedy of that Name extant, 
which was written by Middleton 
and Rowley in Conjunction, and 


that no other ſtands in any of 


the Catalogues. 5 
 Heywoor, Mr. Thomas, 
This Author was an Actor as 
well as a Writer, and flouriſhed 
in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, 
King James I. and King Charles I. 
tho” what particular Year gave 


him to the World, or robb'd it of 


him, ſeems not eaſy to aſcer- 
tain, —He appears to have been a. 
Native 
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Native of Lincalnſpirs, from 2 


Copy of Verſes to his Friend 
James Yorke, on his Book of He- 
raldry, prefix d to that Work. 
He was certainly the moſt volu- 
minous dramatic Writer that this 
Nation, or indeed any other, ever 
produced , —_— 5 cele- 
. 5 Play-Wright, Lo- 
pex de 33 in the Preface 

o one of his Plays, called the 
Rnpliſh Travellers, he tells us, 
that it was one preſerved amongſt 
two hundred twenty, in 
which, ſays he, „ had either 
„ an entire Hand, or at leaſt a 
se main Finger.” — Of this pro- 
digious Number, however, all 
the Writers agree in the Opinion, 
that there are only twenty - four 
eee this different 
Resſons might perhaps be aſſign- 
ed. Thoſe that Vinftanley has 
given us are romantic and extra- 
vagant to the greateſt Degree. 


4 It is ſaid (relates inſtantly) 


4. that he not only acted himſelf 
(«© every Day, but alſo wrote every 
4% Day a Sheet; and, that he 
es might loſe no Time, many of 
.« his Plays were. compoſed in 
« the Tavern, on the Backſide 
% of Tavern-Bills, which may be 
e the Occaſion that ſo many of 
e them are loſt.” —But this Ac- 
count is inconſiſtent with all Be- 
Jief, for, beſides, that it is not 
apparent that Heywvocd's Circum- 
ſtances were ever ſuch as ſhould 
-compe] him to make ſuch Shifts, 


or that a Man, who was a con- 


ſtant Frequenter of - Taverns, 
.Hovuld at the ſame Time be fo 
penurious, as to make Uſe of 
Bills to ſpare himſelf the Expence 
of a few Sheets of Paper; yet, 
Had even this been the Cafe, it 
would not occafion the Loſs of 
his Pieces, fince, before they 
could poſſibly be performed, theſe 


H E 


ed together, and tranſcribed in 


Body, for the Uſe of the Pericr. 
mers and Prompter,—But, the 
Reaſons he himſelf has given ug 
in the above-mentioned Preface, 
ſeem to be the mofl rational 
ones; for, tho! it is probable that 
ſo active a Genius as it is evi. 
dent, from -the Bulk of his 
Works, Mr, Heyrucod's muſt have 
been, could never be idle, nor 
afford to loſe any Time, or even 
let a fingle Thought paſs by him 
unemployed at the very Moment 
it occurr'd ; and that, conſe. 


| quently, he might have planned 


me of his Plays in Taverns, and 
even have fecur'd ſome occaſional 


Hints, by penning them down on 


the Back of Tavern Bills, or any 
occaſional | Scraps of Paper he 
might have about him; yet, it 
is extremely unlikely that he 
ſhould ſuffer thoſe Thoughts, he 
had been io careful to preſerve, 
to be afterwards loſt by an unac- 
countable Negligence, — But he 
gives us three very good Reaſons 
for no more of his Pieces having 
appear d in Print; the firſt, 
«that many of them, by the 
« Shifting and Change of Com- 
cc panies,” (at a Time when there 
were ſo many Theatres in the - 


Metropolis, and that the Per- 


formers, moreover, frequently 


travelled the Country) “ had been 


ce negligently loſt.” — The ſecond, 
ce that others of them were ſtill 


ce retained in the Hands of ſome 


« Actors, who thought it again 
ce their Profit to have them come 
« in Print.” And here it will 
be proper to obſerve, that at that 
Time the Profits of an Author 
were not determined by the Sue- 


ceſs of his Works, no ſuch Thing 


as third Nights being known or 
thought of till after the Reftors- 
tion, but that the AQors pur- 


"Scraps muſt haye been all collect- chaſed to themſelves the mm 


HE 

y of the Copy, by which 
| , as it could not be their 
Intereſt to publiſh any Piece, till 
the Public Curioſity in Regard to 
it was entirely ſated, it is proba- 
ble many very good Plays may 
have been entirely loſt, = The 
third Reaſon 'he gives us is, 
« that it was never any great 
te Ambition in him to be volu- 
« minouſly read. | 

Thoſe of his Works, which 
are to be met with in Print, are 


as follows, ; 
1. Brazen Age. Hiſt, Play. 


2. Challenge for Beauty, Tr. 
Com. 
3. Dutcheſs of Surrox x. Hiſt, 


Play. ; 


two Parts. | 
5. EncL1$n Traveller, Tragi- 
Com, | 
6, Fair Maid of the Exchange, 


Com, 


two Parts. 5 
8. Fortune by Land and Sea. 


William Rowley.) 
9. Four *Prentices of LoN DON. 
_ Hiſt, Play. | 
10, Golden Age, Hiſt, Play. 
11, If you know not me, you know 
Nobody. Hiſt, Play. | 
12, Iren Age, Hiſt, Play, two 
Parts. 
13. Lancavnineg Witches, 
Com. (Aſſiſted by Rich. 
Brome.) | 
14. Love's 'Miffreſs. Maſque. 
15. Maidenhead well loft, Com. 
16, Rape of Lucxzcx, Trag. 
17. RosBxzaT Earl of Hun- 
TINGDON's Downfall, 


„„ C9. d ¶ AMS. - ES. ©. ACTS. 


* „ ew Sw 3 days To . * 


TIN GDP ON“ Death, Hiſt. 
1 13 
19. Royal King and Loyal Sub- 


been a very favourite Author with 
Langbaine, who ranks him in 


to ſtand ſo high in Deſert, as 
that Time, who, after mention- 


4. EDwARD IV. Hiſt. Play. 


5. Fair Maid of the . C. 


Tragi-Com. (Aﬀiſted by 


18, RoRERT Earl of Hun- 


HE 

20. Silver Age, Hiſt, Play: 

21. Wiſe Wamanof Hocs Dbox. 
Com. ; 2 

22. Woman hill d with Rind. 

neſs, Trag. . 

Mr. Hey toad appears to have 


the ſecond Claſs of Dramatic 
Writers, tho' his Cotemporaries 
would not allow his Performances 


may be gather'd from the follow- 
ing Lines, which Langbarne has 
quoted from one of the Poets of 


ing ſome other Authors, thus 
proceeds, 


— 


— And Heywood 
Sage, | 
T' apologetic 


Atlas of the 
Stage; 85 
Well of the Golden Age he could 


entreat, 
But little of the Metal be coutd 
get » 
Threeſcore feveet Babes be chriſe 
ten d at a Lump, | 
For he was chriſten d in Parnaſ- 
ſus Pump ; 
The Muſes Goſſip to Aurora's 
Bea, | 
Aud, ever fince that Time, bis 
Face was red, : 


It muſt be allowed, however, that 
he was a good general Scholar, 
and a very tolerable Maſter 'of 
the Claſfical Languages, as ap- 
pears from the great'Uſe he made 
of the Ancients, and his various 
Quotations from them in his 
Works, eſpecially his Actor 
Vindication, in which he has diſ- 
play'd great Erudition, — What 
Rank he held as an Actor, I. 
know not, but it is probable na 
very conſiderable one, as all his 
Biographers are filent on that 

, Head; 
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Head; and, indeed, if we conſi- 
der how much he wrote, it is 
ſcarcely: poſſible to conceive he 
could have ſo much Time to ſpare 
for an Application to that Art, as 
was neceſſary for the attaining 
any Perfection in it. | 


HirFERMAN, Dr. Paul.— 


This Gentleman is an Author 


now living; he is a Native of 
Ireland, received Part of his Edu- 


cation in the Univerſity of Dub- 
lin, and I believe took the De- 
gree of Doctor of Phyſic in ſome 
of the foreign Univerſities ; but, 
not having met with any great Suc- 
ceſs in the Profeſſion he was 
bred to, he has been obliged to 


rely on his Pen for an additional 


Aſſiſtance.— While in Dublin he 
was for ſome Time concerned in 


a public Political Paper, written 
in Oppoſition to the famous Dr. 


Lucas, and, ſince his coming 
over to this Kingdom. has been 
employ'd by the B okſellers in 


various Works of Tranſlation, 


Compilement, &c.—A Circum- 
ſtance which, in this Age, but 
too frequently. happens to Men of 


liberal Educations, whoſe Neceſ- 
fities, obliging them thus to en- 
liſt under the Banner of Book- 


ſellers, their Geniuſes have ſcarce- 
ly ever fair Play with the Public, 
but, compelled to puſh forward in 
any Road preſcribed them indiſ- 
eriminately, without either Time 
for Invention, or Leiſure for A- 


mendment, their Productions 
muſt neceſſarily be dull, cold and 
erroneous; and many a fertile 


Genius, which, under the auſ- 


picious Sunſhine of happier Cir- 
cumſtances, might have grown 
up and yielded to the World the 


faireſt Fruit, has thus been nipp'd 


in the very Bud, and never been 


able afterwards to rear its blight- 


ed Head.—But, to :eturn, a- 
mong the Doctor's other Wotks, 


mour, of both which he had an 
| in 


HI 
he has produced three dramatie 
Pieces, none of which, howeyer 
met with any Succeſs, viz. ' 
1. Choice, Farce. 


2. New HIPOC RATES. Far. 


3. Viſben of a free People. 
N = 1 Lo 


HI DEN, Henry, Eſq;— This 
Gentleman was a Member of tha 
Honourable Society of the Middle 
Temple, during the Reigns of 
James IT. and King William III. 
He was a Gentleman of great 
Wit, an agreeable and facetious 
Companion, and well ki:own to 
all the ſprightly and converſible 
Part of the Town, —He was Au- 


thor of one dramatic Piece, en- 
titled, ; 


The Vary Widow. Com. 
and, indeed, his Fondneſs for the 
convivial and ſocial Delights 
ſeem'd to ſhew itſelf very appa- 
rent even in the Conduct of his 
Play, for he had introduced ſo 
many drinking Scenes into it, 
that the Perfermers got drunk 
before the End of the third Act, 
and, being unable to proceed 
with the Repreſentation, were 


obliged to diſmiſs the Audience. 


The Behaviour of the Bear Gar- 


den Criticks (as the Author calls 


them). on this Occaſion, he 

ſtrongly complains of in his Pre- 

face. | 3 
HIS SONS, Bevil, Eſq;— This 


- Gentleman was Son of a Sir 


Thomas Higgons, but from what 
Part of the Kingdom his Family 
claim'd their Deſcent I know 
not, Our Author received his 
Education at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, of which he was 4 
Fellow Commoner in 1688.— 
After the Revolution he follow- 
ed the Fortunes of K. James II. 
into France, where he reſided till 
his Death, and, it is ſaid, re- 
tained his Wit and Good Hu- 


* 


HI 

inexhauſtible Fund, undeprefſed 
by his Misfortunes.— The Time 
of his Birth or Death, however, 
do not appear from any Accounts 
that have reach d me.— He wrote 
one dramatic Piece, entitled, 

The Generous Conqueror, Trag. 

Hitt, Aaron, Eſq, — This 
Gentleman, who was born in 
Beuufort- Buildings in the Strand, 
Feb. 10. 1684-5, was the eldeſt 
Son of Geo, Hill, Eſq; of Malmſ- 
bury- Abbey in Wilfhire ; and, in 
Conſequence of this Deſcent, the 
legal Heir to an entailed Eftate 
of about 20001. per Annum; but, 
the Indiſcretions and Miſconducts 
of his Father having, by a Sale of 
the Eſtate, which he had no 
Right to execute, render'd it 
hitherto of no Advantage to 
the Family it juſtly belongs to, 
dur Author was left, together 


with Mr HilPs other Children, 


to the Care or, and a Dependance 
on, his Mother and Grand-Mo 

ther; the latter of whom (Mrs, 
Ame Gregory ) was more particu- 
larly anxious for his Education 
and Improvement. The firſt Ru- 


diments of Learning he received 


from Mr. Reyner, of Barnſtaple in 
Devonſbire, to whom he was ſent 
at nine Vears old, and, on his 
Removal from thence, was 
placed at Weſtminſter School, un- 
der the Care of the celebrated 
Dr. Enpe.— Here his Genius ſoon 
rendered itſelf conſpicuous, and, 
by enabling him at Times to per- 
OR Taſks of others as well 
as his own, frequently procur'd 
for him, from. — of his 
School-Fellows of more limited 
Abilities, an ample: Amends for 
the very ſcanty Allowance of 
Pocket-Money which the Cir- 


cumſtances of his Family laid 
him under the Neceſſity of being 
dontented with. | 


tad an Opportunity of 


HI 


Our Author left Wifminfer 
School in the Year 1699, being 
then only fourteen Years of Age; 
and, having heard his Mother 
frequently made warm Mention 
of the Lord Paget, who was a 
pretty near Relation of her's, and 
was at that Time at Conflanti- 
nople, in the Rank of Ambaſſador 
from the Engliſh to the Ottoman 
Court, he conceived a very ftrong 
Inclination of paying a Viſit, and 


making himſelf known to that 


Nobleman. This Deſign he 
communicated to Mrs. Gregory, 
and, meeting with no Oppoſition 
from her in it, he embarked on 


the 2d of March 1700, being 


then but juſt fifteen, on board a 


' Veſſel that was going to Conflan- 


tinople, in which City he arrived 


after a ſafe and proſperous Voy- 


age. | 

On his Arrival he was receive 
ed with the utmoſt Kindneſs and 
Cordiality by the Ambaſſador, 
who was no leſs pleaſed than ſure 
prized at that Ardour for Im- 
provement, which could induce 
a Youth of his tender Years to 
adventure ſuch a Voyage, on a 
Viſit to a Relation whom he 
knew by Character only. — He 


immediately provided him a Tu- 


tor in the Houſe with himſelf, 
under whoſe Tuition he very ſoon 
ſent him to travel, being deſirous 
of indulging to the utmoſt that 
laudable Curioſity and Thirſt of 
Knowledge, which feem'd ſo 
ſtrongly impreſſed on the amiable 
Mind of our young Adventurer, 
With this Gentleman, who was 
a learned Eccleſiaſtic, he travelled 
through Egypt, Paleſtine, and the 
greateſt Part of the Eat; and, 
on Lord Paget's returning home, 
as that Nobleman choſe to take 
his Journey by Land, Mr. Fit 
ſeeing 
. great 
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great Part of Europe, at moſt of 
the Courts of which the Ambaſ- 
ſador made ſome little Stay. 

With Lord Pager our Author 
continued in great Eſtimation ; 
and, it is not improbable, that 
his Lordſhip might have pro- 
vided genteely for him at his 
Death, had not the Envy and 
Malevolence of a certain Female, 
who had great Influence with 
him, by Falſhoods and Mi ſrepre- 
ſentations, in great Meaſure, pre- 
vented his good Intentions to- 


Wards him.— Fortune, however, 


and his own Merits, made him 
Amends for the Loſs of this Pa- 
tronage ; for his known Sobriety 
and good Underſtanding recom- 
' mended him ſoon. after to Sir 
. William Wentworth, a worthy Ba- 
ronet of Yorkſhire, who, being in- 
clinable to make the Tour of 
Europe, his Relations engaged 
Mr. Hill to accompany him as a 
„Sort of Governor or travelling 
Tutor, which Office, tho' him- 
ſelf of an Age which might ra- 
ther be expected to require the 
being put under . Tuition itſelf, 
than to become the Guide and 
Director of. others, he exe- 
. Cuted ſo well, as to bring home 
the young Gentleman, after a 
. Courſe of two or three Years, 
very greatly improved, to the en- 
tire Satisfaction, not only of him- 
ſelf, but of all his Friends, 
In the Year 1709 he com- 
menced Author, by the Publica- 
tion of an Hiſtory of the Ottoman 
Empire, compiled from the Ma- 
terials which he had collected in 
. the Courſe of his different Tra- 
vels, and during h's Reſidence at 


the Turkiſþ Court, —This Work, 


tho' it met with Succeſs, Mr, 
Hill frequently afterwards repent- 
ed the having printed, and would 
- himſelf, at Times, very ſeverely 
Erificize on it; and indeed, to ſay 


HI 
the Truth of it, there are in it à 
great Number of Puenlities, 
which render it far inferior to 
the Merit of his ſubſequent Wri. 
tings 3 in which Correctneſs has 
ever been ſo ſtrong a Charatte. 
riſtic, that his Critics have even 
attributed it to him as a Fault. 
Whereas, in this Work, there at 
beſt appears the Labour of a ju. 
venile Genius, rather chuſing to 


give the full Rein to fiery Fancy, 


and indulge the Imagination of 


the Poet, than make Uſe of the 


. 


Curb of cooler 1 or aim 
at the Plainneſs and Perſpicuity 
of the Hiſtorian, — About the 
ſame Year he publiſhed his firſt 
poetical Piece, entitled Camillus, 
in Vindication and Honour of the 
Earl of Peterborough, who had 
been General in Spain. — This 
Poem was printed without any 
Author's Name; but Lord Peter- 
borough, having made it his Bu- 
fineſs to find out to whom he was 
indebted for this Compliment, 
appointed Mr, Hill his Secretary; 
which Poſt, however, he quitted 
the Year following, on Occaſion 
of his Marriage, | 
In 1709 he was alſo mad 
Maſter of the Theatre Royal in 
Drury Lane, and, at the Defire 
of Mr. Booth, wrote his firſt Tra- 
gedy of Elfrid, or the Fair Ii. 
conſtant.— This Play was written 
in little more than a Week, on 
which Account it is no Wonder 
that it ſhould be, as he himſelf 
has deſcribed it, © An unprun d 
« Wilderneſs of Fancy, with here 
ce and there a Flower among the 
= Leaves ; but without any Fruit 
& of Judgment.“ — This, ho- 
ever, he alter'd, and brought on 
the Stage again about twent) 
Years afterwards, under the Li- 
tle of Atbelwold.— Vet, even 
its firſt Form, it met with ſuſf. 
cient Encouragement to * 
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kim to a ſecond Attempt in the 
dramatic Way, tho' of another 
Kind, viz. the Opera of Rinaldo, 
the Muſic of which was the firſt 
Piece of Compoſition of that ad- 
mirable Maſter Mr. Handel, after 
his Arrival in England. — This 


. piece, in the Vear 1710, Mr. 
: Hill brought on the Stage at the 
f King's Theatre in the Haymarket, 
g of which alſo he was at that 
0 Time Director, and where it met 
, with very great and deſerved Suc- 
| ceſs, 

l It appears, from the above Ac- 
a count, that Mr. Hill was, at one 
L and the ſame Period, Manager 
- of two Theatres, both of which 
1 he conducted entirely to the Sa- 
5 tisfaction of the Public; and, in- 
ie deed, no Man ſeem'd better qua- 
lied for ſuch a Station, if we 


may be allowed to form our 
ny Opinion from that admirable 
Judgment in theatrical Affairs, 


8 and perfect Acquaintance, both 
with the Laws of the Dra- 
9 


ma, and the Rules of acting, 
75 which he gives Proofs of, not 
only in a Poem entitled, the Art 
85 F Afing, and in the Courſe of 
his periodical Eſſays, entitled the 


1 Pinprer, which appear'd in his 
3 Life-Time, but alſo in many 
5 Parts of an Epiſtolary Correſpon- 
1 dence which he maintained with 
. various Perſons of Taſte and Ge - 


nius, and which have fince been 
publiſhed among his poſthumous 
Works, in four Volumes in Oc- 
tavo.— This Poſt, however, he 
relinquiſhed in a few Months, 
from ſome Miſunderſtanding with 
the then Lord Chamberlain; and 
tho' le was not long after very ear- 
neſtly ſolicited, and that too by a 
Perſon of the firſt Diſtinction and 
Conſequence, to take the Charge 
in him again, yet he could not 
be prevailed on, by any Means, to 
fe accept it, | 


Cl 


H I | 
Tt is probable, however, that 
neither Pride, nor any harbour'd 


Reſentment, were the Motives 
of this Refuſal, but one much 


more amiable, wiz, an ardent 


Zeal for general Improvement, 
and an Earneſtneſs for the public 


Good, which ever attended him 


thro* Life, in which he was at 
all Times indefatigable, and ta 
which he, on different Occaſions, 
frequently ſacrificed, not only his 
Eaſe and Satisfaction, but even 
large Sums of Money alſo ; and, 
indeed, this valuable Property of 
Public Spirit ſeems to have been 
his Soul's Darling Paſſion; for he 
himſelf, in one of his Prefaces, 
ſpeaking of Poetry, tells us, 
« that he has no better Reaſon 
66 for wiſhing it well than his 
« Love for a Miſtreſs, whom he 
« ſhould never be married to; for 
5 that, whenever he grew ambi- 
« tious, he would wiſh to build 


ce higher, and owe his Memory 


6 to ſome Occaſion of more Im- 
e portance than his Writings,” — 
To this Motive, therefore, I ſay, 
it is probable that we ought to 
attribute his declining the Thea- 
trical Direction, for in the ſame 
Vear he married the only Daugh- 
ter of Edward Norris, Eſq; of 
Stratford in Eſſex,, and, as the 
Fortune that Lady brought him 
was very confiderable, he was now 
better able to purſue ſome of his 
more public Deſigns than he had 


before been, 


The firſt Project which Mr, 
Hill ſet on Foot, for which he 
obtained a Patent, and of which 
he was himſelf the ſole Diſco- 
verer, was the making an Oil, 
as ſweet as that from Olives, from 
the Beech Nuts, which are a ve- 


ry plentiful Produce of ſome Parts 


of theſe Kingdoms.—This was 
an Improvement apparently and 


acknowledgely of great un, 
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1 
and muſt have turned out to great 
Advantage, had the Conduct of 


it continued in the Hands of the 


original Inventor, — But, being 

an 1 too great Ex- 
tent for his own Fortune ſingly 
to purſue, he was obliged to call 
in the Aſſiſtance of others; and 
took a Subſcription of twenty-five 
thouſand Pounds on Shares and 
Anavuities, in Security of which 
he aſſigned over his Patent in 

ruſt for the Proprietors, form- 
ing from amongſt themſelves a 
Body, who were to act in Concert 
with the Patentee, under the De- 
nomination of the Beech Oil 
_ Company.—However, as Man- 


kind are apt to-be over ſanguine 


in their Expectations, and too 
impatient, under any the leaſt 


Diſappointment of thoſe Expec- 
tations, there ſoon aroſe Diſputes. 
among them, which obliged Mr. 


Hill, in Vindication of ſome — 
| 1 concerning him - 
ſelk, 

Caſe, by which it appear d plainly 
that all the Money, that had hi- 
therto been employed, had been 
fairly and candidly expended. for 
the public Benefit, and that the 
Patentee had even wared all the 
Advantages, to which, by Agree- 
ment, he had been entitled to,— 
Theſe Diſputes, however, termi- 
nated in the over-throwing the 
| whole Deſign, without any Emo- 
Jument either to the Patentee or 
the Adveaturers, at a Time when 


Profits were already ariſing from 
it, and, if purſued with Vigour, 


ave 


would, in all Probability, 
continued increafing and perma- 

nent. — Mr. Hill procured his Pa- 
tent ſor this Invention in October 
1713, and the Date of his public 
in Regard to the Affair, 
is the goth of Nov. 1716.— 
Thus,, excluſive of the Time em- 


, - "Ployed in bringing the Invention 


to publiſh a fair State of the 


. 


—F - 
itſelf to Maturity, we ſee a full 
three Years Labour of a Gentle. 
man of Abilities and Ingenuity 
entirely fruſtrated, thro' the In. 
equality of his own Fortune to 
carry his Plan into Execution 
fingly, and the erroneous Warmth 
and Impatience of thoſe various 
Tempers with which he was, in 
Conſequence of that Inſufficiency, 
obliged to unite himſelf for the 
Perfection of it. ? 

| ay alſo concerned with Sir 
Ro ontgemery, in a De 
for eſtabliſhing a Plantation ” 
vaſt Tract of Land in the South 
of Carolina, for which Purpoſe a 
Grant had been purchaſed from 
the Lords Proprietors of that 
Province; but here again the 
Want of a larger Fortune then he 
was Maſter of, ſtood as a Bar in 
his Way; for, tho” it has many 
Years fince been largely culti- 
vatcd ander the Name of Georgia, 
yet it never proved of any Advan- 
tage to him, | 

Another very valuable Proje& 
he ſet on Foot in the Year 1728, 
which was the turning to a great 
Account many Woods of very 
large Extent in the North of Su- 
land, by applying the Timber, 
produced by them, to the Uſes of 
the Navy, for which it had been 
long erroneouſly imagined, they 
were totally unfit, —The Falfty 
of this Suppolition, however, be 
clearly evinced; for one entue 
Veſſel was built of it, and, 0 
Trial, was found to he of as good 
Timber as that brought from any 
Part of the World; * 
indeed, there were not many 
Trees in theſe Woods large enoug 
for Maſts to Ships of the W 
Burthen, yet there were Mühen 
fit for thoſe of all ſmaller Ve 
ſels, and for every other Branch 
of Ship-Building,—In this Un- 
dertaking, bowever, he * 
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various Obſtacles, not only from 
the Ignorance of the Natives of 


that Country, but even from Na- 


ture herſelf ; yet, Mr. Hill's Aſ- 
fiduity and Perſeverance ſur- 
mounted them all,—-For when 
the Trees were by his Order 
chained together into Floats, the 
pnexpericnced Highlanders re- 
fuſed to venture themſelves on 
them down the River Spey; nor 
would have been prevailed on, had 
not he firſt gone himſelf to con- 
viace them that there was no 
Danger, ——And now the great 
Number of Rocks, which choak- 
ed up different Parts of this Ri- 
ver, and ſeemed to render it im- 
poſſible, were another Impedi- 
ment fo his Expedition. —But, by 
ordering great Fires to be made 
upon them at the Time of low 
Tide, when they were moſt ex- 
poſed, and throwing Quantities 
of Water upon them, they were, 
by the Help of proper Tools, broke 
to Pieces and thrown down, and 
2 free Paſſage opened for the 
Floats, - 

This Deſign was, for ſome 
Time, carried on with great Vi- 
gour, and turned out to very good 
Account ; till ſome of the Per- 
lons concerned in it thought 
proper to call ' off the Men and 
Horſes from the Woods of Aber- 
nethy, in order to employ them 


in their Lead Mines in the ſame 


Country, from whence they pro- 
miſed themſelves to reap a ftill 
more conſiderable Advantage, 
What private Emolument Mr. 
Hill received from this Affair, or 
Whether any at all, I am unin- 
formed of,—However, the Ma- 
alirates of Inverncſs, Aberdeen, 
&, paid him the Compliment of 
the Freedom of their reſpective 
owns, and entertained him with 
imaginary Honours, — Yet, 
withſtanding theſe Honours, 


H 1 


which were publicly paid to our 


Author, and the diſtinguiſhed Ci- 
vilities which he met with from 
the Duke and Dutcheſs of Gor- 
don, and other Perſons of Rank 
to whom he became known du- 
ring his Reſider.ce in the High- 
lands, this Northern Expedition 
was near proving of very un- 
happy Conſequences to his For- 
tune; for, in his Return, his 
Lady being at that Time in Tork- 
ſbire for the Recovery of her 
Health, he made fo long a Con- 
tinuance with her in that Coun- 
ty, as afforded an Opportunity to 
ſome Perſons, to whoſe Hands he 
had confided the Management of 
certain important Affairs, to be 


guilty of a Breach of Truſt, that 


aimed at the Deſtruction of the 


greateſt Part of what he was 


worth. —However, he happily 
returned Time enough to fruſ- 
trate their villainous Intentions. 

In the Year 1731 he met with 


a ſevere Shock by the Loſs of his 


Lady, with whom he had paſſed 
upwards of twenty happy Years, 


and to whom he had ever had the 


ſincereſt and tendereſt Attach- 
ment,—The Thought of the fol - 
lowing Epitaph, which he wrote 
on her, is original and entirely 
poetical. | 


Enough, cold Stone —Suſſice ber 


long- lou d Name: 
Words are too Tweak to pay ber 
Virtue's Claim, — 
Temples, and Tombs, and Tongues 
ſhall waſte away ; 


And Pow'r's vain Pomp, in 


mould ring Duft decay; 

But e er Mankind a Wife more 
Perfect ſec, ” 
Eternity, O Time! fhall bury 
. thee, + | | 


Mr. Hill, after this, continued 
in London and an Intercourſe mM 
the 
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HI 
the Public, till about the Year 
1738, when he, in .a Manner, 
withdrew himſelffrom the World, 
by tetiring to Plaiſicev in Eſſex, 


where he devoted himſelf entirely 


to Study, and the Cultivation of 
his Family and Garden. Yet the 
Concerns of the Public became 
by no Means a Matter of Indif- 
ference to him ; for, even in this 
Retirement, he cloſely applied to 
the bringing to Perfection many 
profitable Improvements, — One 
more particularly he lived to com- 
pleat, tho' not to reap any Benefit 
from it himſelf, wiz. the Art of 
making Pot-Aſh equal to that 
brought from Ruſſia, to which 
Place an immenſe Sum of Mo- 
ney uſed annually to be ſent from 
theſe Kingdoms for that Article 
alone.—In his Solitude he wrote 
and publiſhed ſeveral poetical 
Pieces, particularly an Heroic 
Poem, entitled the Fanciad, ano- 
ther of the ſame Kind, called 
the Impartial, a Poem upon Faith, 
and three Books of an Epic Poem 
which he had many Years before 
begun, on the Story of Gideon. — 
He alſo tranſlated and adapted to 


theEngliſþ Stage Mon. de Voltaires 


Tragedy of Merope, which was the 
Jaſt Work he lived to compleat ; 
for, from about the Time he was 
ſolliciting the bringing it on the 
Stage, an Illneſs ſeized him, from 
the tormenting Pains of which he 
had ſcarce an Hour's Intermiſſion; 
and, after trying, in vain, all the 


Aids that Medicine could afford 


him, he at laſt returned to Lon- 
don, in Hopes that his native Air 
might have proved beneficial to 
him; but, alas! he was paſt Re- 
covery, being waſted almoſt to a 
Skeleton, from ſome internal 
Cauſe, which had occaſioned a 
general Decay, and was believed 
to be an Inflammation in the 
Kidneys, the Foundation of which 


H I 
moſt probably had been laid by 


his intenſe and ind fatigable Ap- 


plication to his Studies. — fe 
juſt lived to ſee his Tragedy in- 
troduced to the Public, but the 
Day before it was by Command 


of Frederic Pri nce of V. ales, to 


have been repreſente , for his Re. 
nefit, he died, in the very Mi. 
nute of the Earthquake, Fe, 8, 
1749-50, of the Shock of which, 
tho' ſpeechleſs, he appeared ſen. 
ſible. This Event happened 
within two Days of the full Com- 
pletion of his ſixty- fifth Year, 
the laſt Twelvemonth of uhich 
he had paſſed in the utmoſt 
Torment of Body, but with a 
Calmneſs and. Reſignation that 
gave Teſtimony of the moſt un. 
ſhaken Fortitude of Soul,—He 
was interred near Lord God. 
fhin's Monument, in the great 
Cloiſter of Wefiminſter- Abbey, in 
the ſame Grave with her, who 
had, while living, been the dear- 

eſt to him. 7 
With Regard to Mr. Hills pri- 
vate Character, he was in every 
Reſpect perfectly amiable,—Hiz 
Perſon was, in his Youth, ex- 
tremely fair and handſome,—He 
was tall, not too thin, yet gen- 
teelly made.—His Eyes were a 
dark Blue, bright and penetra- 
ting; his Hair brown, and his 
Face oval. His Countenance u: 
moſt generally animated by : 
Smile, which was more particu- 
larly diſtinguiſhable whenever he 
entered into Converſation ; in the 
doing which his Addreſs was moſt 
engagingly affable, yet mingled 
with a native unaſſumed Dignity, 
which render'd him equally the 
Object of Admiration and Re- 
ſpect, with thoſe who had the 
Pleaſure of his Acquaintance— 
His Voice was ſweet, and bis 
Converſation elegant; and fo er. 
tenfive was his Knowledge in al 
Sudeck, 


HI 
Gbjedts, that ſcarcely any could 
decur on Which he did not acquit 
jimſelf in a moſt maſterly and 
entertaining Manner, —His Tem- 
per, tho* naturally warm when 
rouz'd by Injuries, was equally 
noble in a Readineſs to forgive 
themz and ſo much inclinable 
was he to repay Evil with Good, 
that he frequently exerciſed that 
Chriſtian Læilon, even to the Pre- 
judice of his own Cireumſtances. 
—He was a generous Maſter, a 
ſincere F iend, an affectionate 
Huſband, and an indulgent and 
tender Parent; and indeed, ſo 
benevolent was his Diſpoſition in 
teneral, even beyond the Power 
af the Fortune he was bleſſed 
vith, that the Calamities of thoſe 
he knew, and valued as deſerv- 
ing, affected him more deeply 
than his own. -In Conſequence 
of this we find him beſtowing 
the Profits of many of his Works 
for the Relief of his Friends, and 
particularly his dramatic ones, 
none of which he could ever be 
prevailed on to accept of a Bene- 
fit for till at the very Cloſe of his 
Life, when, Oh Grief ! his nar- 
tow Circumſtances compelled him 
to ſollicit the acting of his Me- 


rþe, for the Relief of its Author 


from thoſe Difficulties, out of 
which he had frequently been 
the generous Inſtrument of extri - 
cating others. — His Manner of 
liring was temperate to the great- 
eſt Degree in every Reſpect but 
that of late Hours, which, as the 
Night is leſs liable to Interrup- 
tions than the Day, his indefati- 
gable Love of Study frequently 
tew him into. —No Labour de- 
terr'd him from the Proſecution 
of any DeGgn which appeared to 
him to be praiſe-worthy and fea- 
biz; nor was it in the Power 
of the greateſt Misfortunes (and, 
indeed, from his Birth, he ſeem - 


1 

ed deſtined to encounter many) to 
overcome, or even ſhake his For- 
titude of Mind. | 

As a Writer, he muſt be al- 
lowed to ſtand in a very exalted 
Rank of Merit. Th greateſt 
Elevation of Thought and Dig- 
nity of Sentiment; the ſtrongeſt 


Powers of affecting the Mind and 


alarming the Paſſions; a Fancy, 
which took its Flight on the 
moſt unlimited Pinions; and an 
Originality of Expreſſion, which 
true Genius alone could be capa- 
ble of, are the ſtriking Characte- 
riſtics of Mr. Hill's Writings.— 
And altho' it may be confeſſed 
that the rigid Correctneſs, with 
which he conſtantly reperufed his 
Works for Alteration, the fre- 
quent Uſe of compound Epithets, 
and an Ordo Verborum in great 
Meaſure peculiar to himſelf, have 


juſtly laid him open to the Charge 


of being, in ſome Places, rather 
too turgid, and in others ſome- 
what obſcure ; yet, the nervous 
Power we find in them, wall 
ſurely attone for the former 
Fault, and, as to the latter, the 
intrinſic Sterling Senſe we con- 
ſtantly find ona cloſe Examination 
of every Paſſage of his Writings, 
ought to make us overlook our 
having been obliged to take ſome 
little Pains in digging thro' the 
Rock in which it was contained. 
—As I have, however, in this 
Place, nothing to do with any 
but his dramatic Writings, the 
Reader may ſee a compleat Cata- 
Jogue of them in the following 
Liſt, vx. 

I. ALZIRA, Trag. 

2. ATHELWOLD. Trag. (al- 

ter'd from Elfrid.) | 

3. ELFRID. Trag. 

4. Fatal Viſion. Trag. 

5. HENRY V. Trag. 

6. Inſolvent, Trag. 

7. MRO PE. Trag. 
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3. Muſes in Mourning. Opera. 
9. RIN ATI DO. Ital. Opera. 
(the Plan only laid by this 
Author.) | 
10. Roman Revenge. 
SAuLl. Trag. 
Snake in the Graſs. Dram. 
Entertainment. 
Trick upon Trick, Com. 
Walking Statue, Farce. 
15, ZARA. Trag. 
Our Author ſeems to have lived 
in perfect Harmony with all the 


Trag. 


Writers of his Time excepting 
the laſt Couplet, Mr. Pope was 


Mr. Pope, with whom he had a 
ſhort Paper War, occaſioned by 
that Gentleman's introducing him 
in the Dunciad, as one of the 
Competitors for the Prize offer'd 
by the Goddeſs of Dulneſs, in the 


following Lines. 


- Then Hill ed; ſcarce vaniſh'd 

out of Sight, 

He buoys up inſtant, and returns 

to Light; 

He bears no Token of the ſabler 

Streams, 

And mounts, far off, among the 

Swans of Thames. 


This, though far the gentleſt 
Piece of Satire in the whole Poem, 
and conveying at the ſame Time 
an oblique Compliment, rous'd 
Mr. Hill to the taking ſome No- 
ticeof it, which hedid by a Poem, 
written during his Peregrination in 
the North, entitled, The Progreſs 
of Wit, a Caveat for the Uſe of an 
eminent Writer, which he begins 
with the following eight Lines, 
in which Mr. Pope's too well- 
known Diſpoſition is elegantly, 
yet very ſeverely characterized. 


Tuneful ALEx18, ontteThames? 


fair Side, 55 | 
The Ladies Play-thing, and the 
Muſe's Pride; 
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With Merit popular, with N 
8 

Eaſy, ibo wain, and. elegant, 

| tho light ; 

Deſiring, and deſerving other; 
P Yr aiſe, 

Poorly accepts a Fame be ns 
repays: 

Unborn to cheriſh, sNEAKIN c- 
LY APPROVES, 

And wants the Soul to ſpread the 

Wirth he loves, 


The © ſneakrngly approves,” in 


much affected by; and, indeed, 
thro* their whole Controverſy af- 
terwards, in which it was gene- 
rally thought Mr. Hill had conſi- 
derably the Advantage, Mr. Pope 
ſeems rather to expreſs his Re- 
pentance by denying the Offence, 
than to vindicate himſelf, ſuppo- 
fing it to have been given, - 
HIL, Dr, John. — This Gen- 
tleman, who may very juſtly be 
eſteemed as a Pheœnomenon in 


Literary Hiſtory, 1s yet living, 


and perhaps one of the moſt volu- 
minous Writers that this or any 
other Age has produced; yet, on 
an Examination of his Works, it 
will, I am afraid, appear, that 
he has juſt inverted that Senti- 


ment of Horace, which his Name- 


Sake laſt-mentioned choſe for the 
Motto of his Fatal Viſion, and that 
the Doctor's Maxim will appear 
the direct contrary to the 


J not for vulgar Admniratian 
wwrite ; 

To be well read, not much, is 
my Deligbt. 


but of this more hereafter, —He 


is the ſecond Son of one Mr. Tbe. 
opbilus Hill, a Clergyman, if! 
miſtake not, of either Peterbo- 


rough or Spalding, —The y_ b 
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our Author's Birth I am not ab- 
ſolutely aſcertained of, but ſhould, 
from a Collection of Cucum- 
fances, be apt to conclude it a- 
bout 716 or 1717, as in the Year 
1740 we find him engaged in a 
Controverſy with Mr, Rich, in 
Regard to a little Opera called 
Orpheus and Euridice, in which 
much perſonal Abuſe appeared on 
both Sides. — He was originally 
bound Apprentice to an Apothe- 
cary, after ſerving his Time to 
whom, he ſet up in that Profeſ- 
fion in a little Shop in Se, Mar- 
ins Lane; but, having very early 
incumbered himſelf with the 
Cares of a Family, by an haſty 
Marriage with a young Woman 
of no Fortune, the Daughter of 
one Mr. Tauwer, who was Houſ- 
held Steward to the late Earl of 
Brrlington, and whom he fell in 
Love with at a Dancing, he found 
the little Buſineſs he had in his 
Profeſſion inſufficient for the Sup- 
port of it, and therefore was ob- 
liged to apply to other Reſources 
to help out the poor Pittance he 


could obtain by his regular Avo- 


cation.— Having, during his Ap- 
prenticeſhip, regularly attended 
on the Botanical Lectures which 
zre periodically given under the 
Patronage of the Company of 
Apothecaries, and being poſſeſſed 
of quick natural Parts and ready 
Abilities, he had made himſelf a 
very compleat Maſter of the piac- 
tical, and indeed the theoretical 
Part alſo, of Botany; and, hav- 
ing procured a Recommendation 
to the late Duke of Richmond, 
and the Lord Petre, two Noble- 
men, whoſe Love of Science and 
conſtant Encouragement of Ge- 
mus, ever did Honour to their 
Country, he was by them em- 
ployed in the Regulation of their 
rlpetive botanic Gardens, and 

Arrangement of certain cu- 


1 
rious dried Plants, which they 
were in Poſſeſſion of. —Aſſiſted 
by the Gratuities he receive 
from theſe Noblemen, he was 
enabled to put a Scheme in Exe- 
cution of travelling over ſeveral 


Parts of this Kingdom, to gather 


certain of the more rare and un- 
common Plants; a ſelect Num- 
ber of which, prepared in a pe- 
culiar Manner, he propoſed to 
publiſh, as it were, by Subſcrip- 
tion, at a certain Price. — The 
Labour and Expences attending 
on an Undertaking of this Kind, 
however, being very great, and 
the Number of even probable 
Purchaſers very few, the Emolu- 
ments accruing to him from all 
his Induſtry, which was indeed 
indefatigable, were by no Means 
adequate either to his Expecta- 
tions or his Merits.— The Stage 
now preſented itſelf to him as a 
Soil in which Genius might ſtand 
a Chance of flouriſhing. But 
this Plan proved likewiſe abor- 
tive, and, after two or three un- 
ſucceſsful Attempts at the Little 
Theatre in the Haymarket, and the 
Theatre Royal in Covent Garden, 
(particularly in the Character of 
the ſecond Spirit of Comus, which 
he performed during the firſt Run 
of that Maſque, as alter'd by Dr, 
Dalton, and in the Dramatis Per- 


ſonæ of which Mr. Hill's Name 


may to this Day be ſeen) he was 


obliged to relinquiſh his Preten- 
fions to the Sock and Buſkin, and 
apply again to his Botanical Ad- 


vantages, and his Buſineſs as an 


Apothecary, 2 


During the Courſe of theſe Oc- 
currences, he was introduced to 
the Acquaintance of Martin 
Folkes, Eſq; the late Prefident of 
the Royal Society, to Dr. Alex- 
ander Stuart, Mr. Henry Baker, 
F. R. S. and many other Gen- 
tlemen eminent in the literary 
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and philoſophical World, by all 
of whom he was received and 
entertained, on every Occaſion, 
with the utmoſt Candour and 
Warmth of Friendſhip; being 
eſteemed as a young Man ef very 
confiderable Abilities, ſtruggling 
with the moſt laudable Aſſiduity 
againſt the Stream of Misfortune, 
yet, with a Degree of baſhful 
Diffidence, which ſeemed an un- 
ſurmountable Bar to his ever be- 
ing able to ſtem the Torrent, or 
make that Figure in Life which 


bis Merit juſtly entitled him to. 


—-In this Point of View Mr. 
Hill appeared for a conſiderable 
'Time, admitted to every literary 


Aſſembly, efteem'd and cat eſſed 


by all the Individuals which com- 
poſed them, yet indigent and diſ- 
treſs'd, and ſometimes put to 
Difficulties for the obtaining even 
the common Neceſſaries of Life. 
At length, about the Year 1745 
or 1746, at which Time he had 
2 trifling Appointment of Apo- 
thecary to a Regiment or two in 
the Savoy, he tranſlated from the 
Greek a ſmall Tra@, written by 


Tbeoębraſtus, on Stones and Gems, 


which, by the Addition of a great 
Number of very judicious and cu- 
rwus Notes, he enlarged into an 


Octa vo Volume of three Shillings 


and Six-pence Price, which form- 
ed almoſt a compleat Syſtem of 
that Branch of Natural Hiſtory. 
- This Work he publiſhed by 
Subſcription, and, being ex- 
tremely well executed, and as 
ſtrongly recommended by all his 
literary Friends, it not only an- 
ſwered his Expectations from it 
with Reſpect to pecuniary Ad- 
vantages, but alſo eſtabliſhed a 
Reputation for bim as a Writer, 
in Conſequence of which he was 
immediately engaged in Works 
of more Extent, and of greater 


Importance.— The firſt Work he 


HI 


undertook was a general Natural 
Hiſtory, in three Volumes, Folio, 
the firſt of which, excluſive of o- 
ther Writings, he compleated in 
leſs than a Twelve- Month.—-He 
was alſo engaged, in Conjunction 
with George Lezuis Scott, Eſq; in 
a Supplement to Chambers's Dic. 
tionary, —— He took on him the 
Management of a Monthly Pub- 
lication, entitled the Britiſp Ma. 
gazine, in which he wrote aygreat 
Variety of Eſſays on oifferent Sub- 
jets; and was at the ſame Time 
concerned in many othe! Works, 
—]In ſhort, the Rapidity of his 
Pen was aſtoniſhing, nor will it 
perhaps readily gain Credit with 
Poſterity, that while he was thus 
employed in ſeveral very volumi 
nous Concerns at one Time, ſome 


of which were on Subjects which 


ſeemed to claim fingly the whole 
of his Attention, and which he 
brought to Perfection with an 
Expedition that 1s ſcarcely to be 
conceived, he ſolely, and without 
any Aſſiſtance, carried on a daily 
periodical Eſſay, under the Title 
of the Inſpector.— Nor was this 
the only extraordinary Circum- 
ſtance attending on it; for, rot- 
withſtanding all this Employ- 
ment, ſo much Leiſure did he 
find Means ever to reſerve to 
himſelf, that he was, at ths 
ſame Time, a conſtant Frequen- 
ter of every Place of Public A- 
muſement. — No Play, Opera, 
Ball or Aſſembly, but Mr, Hi! 
was ſure to be ſeen at, where he 
collected, by Wholeſale, a great 
Variety. of private Intrigue and 
perſonal Scandal, which he a 
freely retailed again to the Pub- 
lic, in his Inſpecrors and Maga- 
⁊i nes. 

But now a Difpoſition began 
to ſhew itſelf in this Gentleman, 
which thoſe, who had been the 
moſt intimate with bim in his 
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earlier Parts of Life, could never 
have ſuſpected in him, vi. an 
unbounded Share of Vanity and 
Self-Sufficiency, which had for 
Years lain dormant behind the 
Maſk of their direct oppoſite Qua- 
lies of Humility and Diffidence; 
a Pride, which was perpetually 
laying Claim to Homage by no 
Means his Due, and a Vindic- 


tiveneſs, which never could for- 


give the Refuſal of it to him,— 
Hence it was that perſonal Abuſe 
and the moſt licentious and un- 
candid Scurrility continually flow- 
ed from his Pen; every Affront, 
tho' ever ſo trivial, which his 
Pride met with, being aſſuredly 


revenged by a public Attack on 
the Morals, Underſtandings or 
Peculiarities of the Perſon from 


whom it had been received. —In 
Conſequence of this Diſpoſition 
we find him very frequently en- 
gaged in perſonal Diſputes and 

arrels — Particularly in one 
with an Ji Gentleman, of the 
Name of Prowne, who, on find- 
ing him ſelf univerſally conſidered 
as the Perfon intended by a very 
ridiculous Character drawn in one 
of the Inſpectors, thought proper 
to beſtow ſome Correction on him, 
not of the gentleſt Kind, in the 
pablic Gardens of Rane/agh, which 
however Mr, Hill does not appear 
to have replied to with any other 
Weapon but his Pen. — He alſo 
engaged himſe f in a little Paper 
War with Mr. Woodaevard, the 
Comedian, in Conſequence ot an 
Inſult that Gentleman received, 


in the Execution of his Proftſ- 


ſion, from a Gentleman in one of 
the Boxes.— Mr. Hill was allo 
extremel buly in the Oppoſition 
againft the late Mr. Henry Fie d- 
ing, in that intricate and inex- 
plicable Affair of Elizabeth Can- 


ning. But the moſt important 


Conteſt he was ever concckned in 


very conſiderable 


H I 


was his Attack on the Royal 
Society of London, which, as 
his Writings on the Subject are 
of ſome Extent, and may be 
handed down to Poſterity when 
the Cauſe of them is forgotten, it 
will not, perbaps, be diſagreeable 
to my Readers, if I take up a 
ſmall Portion of their Time in 2 
Detail of the Origin and Progreſs 
of it, 

When Mr. Hill had ſtarted all 
at once, as J have before related, 
from a State of Indigence and 
Diſt eſs, to taſte the Comforts of 
Emoluments 
from his Labour, giddy with Suc- 
ceſs. and elated, beyond Bounds, 
with the warm Sunſhine of Proſ- 
perity, he ſeemed to be ſeized 
with a Kind of Infatuation.— 
Vanity took entire Poſſeſſion of 
his Boſom, and baniſhed from 
thence every Conſideration but of 
Self, His Converſation turn'd on 
little elſe, and even his very Wri- 


tings were tainted with perpetual 


Details of every little Occurrence 
that happened to him.—A Paſ- 
fion for Dreſs, Shew and Parade, 
the natural Attendants on Self- 
Love. now broke forth; he ſet 
up his Chariot, and, profeſſing to 
aſſume the CharaQer of a meer 
Man of Pleaſure, Gallantry and 
Bun Ton, affected to expreſs, on 
every Occafion, the higheſt Con- 
tempt for Buſineſs and the drier 
Kinds of Study —His Raillery 
both in Company and in his Wri- 
tings frequently turned on thoſe 


. who cloſely attached themſelves 


to Pililoſ.phical Inveſtigations, 
more eſpecially in the Branches 
of Natural Ph:loſophy. The 
Common Place Wit of abuſing 
the Medal- Scraper, the Butterfly - 
Hunter, the Cockle-Shell-Mer- 
chant, &c. now appeared in ſome 
cf his Magazines and Inſpefers, 
and in two or three Places he 

even 
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even indulged ſome diſtant Glance® 
of Satire at the Royal Society.— 
Notwithſtanding which, however, 
when the Supplement to Cham- 
bers's Dictionary was nearly fi- 
niſhed, the Proprietors of that 
Work, very ſenfible of the 
Weight which an F. R. S. an- 
nexed to the Author's Name, ever 
has in the Recommendation of a 
Work of that Nature, were very 
deſirous that Mr. Hill (who had 
juſt before this purchaſed a Di- 
ploma for the Degree of Doctor 
of Phyſic from the Scorch Uni- 
verſity of St. Andrews) ſhould 


alſo have this Addition as well as 


Mr. Scott, his Colleague in the 
Work. — In Conſequence of this 
their Deſign, the new Dr. Hill 
procured Mr. Scott to propoſe him 
for Election into that honourable 
ody; but the Doctor's Conduct 
for ſome Time paſt having been 
ſuch as had render'd him the Ob- 


ject of Contempt to ſome, of 


Diſguſt to others, and of Ridicule 
to almoſt all the reſt of his for- 
mer grave and philoſophical Ac- 
quaintances, he now ſtood but a 
very indifferent Chance for car- 
rying an Election, where an Op- 


poſition of one third was ſuffi- 
cient to reje the Candidate; and 


as the failing in that Attempt 
might have done our Author 
more eſſential Prejudice than the 
ſucceeding in it could even have 
brought bim Advantage, the late 
ingenious and worthy Preſident 
Martin Folkes, Eſq; whoſe Re- 
membrance muſt ever live in the 
higheſt Eſtimation with all who 
ever had the Honour of knowing 
him, notwithſtanding that Dr. 
Hill had given him perſonal Oc- 
caſion of Offence againſt him, 
yet, with the utmoſt Generoſity 
and Candour, adviſed Mr, Scott 
to diſſuade his Friend, for his 
exon Sake, againft a Deſign which 


HI 
then appeared ſo little Probabi. 
lity of his ſucceeding in,—This 
Advice, however, Dr, Hill, in- 
ſtead of conſidering ii in the ge- 
nerous Light it was m-ant, miſ. 
interpreted into a prejudiced Op- 
poſition againſt his Intereſt ; and 
would have perſiſted in his In- 
tention even in Deſpight of it, 
had not his being unable to ob- 
tain the Subſcri; tion of the re. 
quifite Number of Members to 
his Recommendation, obliged 
him to lay it aſide, from a Con- 
viction that he could not expect 
to carry an Election in a Body 
compoſed of three hundred Mem- 
bers, of which he could not pre- 
vail on three to ſet their Names 
to the barely recommending him 
as a Candidate. Thus diſap- 
pointed, his Vanity piqued, and 
his Pride lower'd, no Relief was 
left him but railing and Scurri- 
lity, for which Purpoſe, declaring 
open War with the Society in 
general, he firſt publiſhed a Pam- 


phlet, entitled A Diſſertation on 


Royal Societies, in a Letter from a 
Sclavonian Nobleman in London 
to his Friend in Sclavonia, which, 
beſides the moſt ill-manner'd and 
unjuſt Abuſe on the whole learned 
Body, he had been juſt aiming, 
in vain, to become a Member of, 
is interlarded with the gęroſſeſt 
perſonal Scurrility on the Cha- 
raters of Mr. Folkes and Mr. 
Henry Baker, two Gentlemen to 
whom Dr, Hill had formerly been 
under the greateſt Obligations, 
and whoſe reſpective Reputations 
in both the moral and literary 
World, had long been too firmly 
eſtabliſhed for the weak Efforts 
of a diſappointed Scribbler to 
ſhake or undermine. Not con- 


tented with this, he proceeded to 


compile together a large Quarto 
Volume, entitled a Review of the 
Works of the Royal & __ in 
| | whic 
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which, by the moſt unfair Que- 
rations, Mutilations and Miſre- 

ſentations, Numbers of the Pa- 
pers, read in that illuſtrious Aſ- 
ſembly, and publiſhed under the 
Title of the Philoſophical Tranſac- 
tions, are endeavoured to be ren- 
dered ridiculous, —Phis Work is 


| uſhered into the World with a 


moſt abuſive and infamous Dedi - 
cation to Martin Foltes, Eſq; againſt 
whom and the afore-mentioned 
Mr. Henry Baker, the Weight of 


this furious Attack was chiefly 


aimed, ſince of the few other Au 
thors, who have been dragged in 
to ſuffer the Laſh of the DoQor's 
Abuſe, much the greateſt Part 
of them ſeem to have had no 
Claim to his Refentment, but 
that of being Correſpondents of, 
or their Pieces being communi- 
cated by, one or the other of 
theſe Gentlemen. —But here a- 
gain Dr, Hill met with a Diſap- 
pointment ; for the Perſons, whom 
he had thus unjuſtly and ungrate- 
fully attacked, being greatly a- 
bove the Reach of his Malice, he 
found the ill Effects of it, like a 
recoiling Piece, revert on himſelf ; 
the World, inſtead of laughing 
with him, deſpiſed him ; thoſe, 
who would have otherwiſe been 
the principal Purchaſers of his 
Phil ſophi cal Writings, were now 
too much exaſperated to afford 
him the leaſt Encouragement or 
Afiftance, —By giving ſo ample a 
Scope to perſonal Slander and 
ſcurrilous Abuſe in ſome of his 
Works, and by his too great 
Hurry and the Impoſſibility of 
Biving a proper Digeſtion to o- 
thers, he made himſelf ſo many 
perſonal Enemies on the one 
Hand, and wrote himſelf ſo out 
of Repute, both with the Town 
and the Bookſellers, on the other, 


that at length, even when em- 


ployed by the latter, he was ob- 


HI 
liged, by Contract, to conceal 
from the former his being the 
Author, from the Conſideration 
that his very Name was ſufficient 


to damp the Sale of any Piece to 
which it might be affixed, —This, 


however, did not prevent his en- 


gaging in many Works, tho' not 
ſo voluminouſly as before, till at 
length he hit upon another Me- 
thod for getting Money, which, 
as I am i- formed, ſtill continues 
to bring him a very conſide rable 
Income, — This is no other than 
the Preparation of certain ſimple 
Medicines, whoſe Effects are ve- 
ry ſervieeab.e in many Caſes, and, 
being moſtly f the vegetable 
Kind, are, 1 believe, very inof- 
fenſive in all —Theſe Medicines, 
in Conſequence of conſtant Ad- 
vertiſements and Puffing, have 
had a very extenſive Sale and 
Conſumption, and are, I think, 
only of four Sorts, vis. The E, 
fence of Water-Dock, Tincture of 
Valerian, Pectoral Balſam of Ha- 
ney, and Jincture of Bardana.— 
Dr, Hi has, for ſome Time paſt, 
been warmly patronized by the 
Earl of Bute, thro* whoſe Inter- 
eſt, T have been informed, he 
was appointed, about two Years 
ago, to the Management of the 
Royal Gardens, but, by what 
Means I know not, the Grant 
was never confirmed, —Under that 
Nobleman's Patronage, and, I 
believe. at his Expence, the Doc- 
tor is alſo now publiſhing a very 
pompous and voluminous bota- 
nical Work, entitled, a Sy/em of 
Botany, of which five Volumes 1n 
Folio, with a great Number of 
very elegant and magnificent 


Copper-Plates, have already ap- 


peared. 

And now, having related what 
peculiar Circumſtances I have 
been able to collect in Regard to 
his Life, it may be expected that 

| | I ſhould 
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I ſhould five ſome Obſervations 
with Reſpect to his Character; 
yet, theſe I ſhall here confine 
only to his literary one, and the 
Rank of Merit which his Wri- 
tings ought to ſtand in. Dr. 
Hill's greateſt Enemies cannot de- 
ny that he is Maſter of great A- 
dilities, and an amazing Quick- 
neſs of Parts.——The Rapidity of 
his Pen has been ever aſtoniſh- 
ing, and, I have even been cre- 
dibly informed, that he has been 
known to receive, within one 
Year, no leſs than fifteen hun- 
dred Pounds, for the Works of 
his own ſingle Pen, which, as he 
was never in ſuch Eſtimation as 
do be entitled to any extraordinary 
Price for his Copies, is, I be- 
tieve, at leaſt three Times as 


much as ever was made by any 


one Writer in-the ſame Period of 
Time.,—But, had he wrote much 
Jeſs, he would probably have been 
much more read, — The vaſt Va- 
riety of Subjects he has handled, 
certainly requir'd ſuch a Fund of 
univerſal Knowledge, and ſuch a 
boundleſs Genius as were never, 
perhaps, known to center in any 
one Man; and therefore it is not 
to be. wondered at, if, in Regard 
to ſome, he appears very inaccu- 
rate, in ſome very ſuperficial, 
and, in others, very inadequate 
to the Taſk he had undertaken. 
His Works, in the Philoſophical 
Way, are what he ſeems moſt 
likely to have purchaſed: future 
Fame by, had he allowed himſelf 
Time to have digeſted the Know 
ledge he was poſſeſſed of, or ad- 
hered to that Precifion with Re- 


gard to Veracity, which the Re- 


lation of literary Facts ſo rigidly 


demands. — His Novels, of which 
he has written many, ſuch as the 


Hiſtory of Mr. Loveill (in which 
he had endeavoured to perſuade 
the World he had given it the 


Detail of his own Life) The Ad. 
ventures of a Creole, The Life of 


Lady Frail, &c, have, in ſome 


Parts of them, Incidents not gif. 
K related, but the moſt of 
them are no fnore than Narra. 
tives of private Intrigues, con. 
taining, throughout, the proficf 
Calumnies, and aiming at ihe 
blackening and undermining the 
Ae Characters of many re- 
pectable and amiable Perſon- 
ages, —In his Eſſays, which are 
by much the beſt of his Wri- 


tings, there is, m generel, a 


Livelineſs of Imagination, and a 


Prettineſs in the Manner of er. 
tending perhaps ſome my trivial 
Thought, which, at the firſt Coup 
D' Oerl, is pleaſing enough, and 
may, with many, be miſtaken 
for Wit; but, on a nearer Ex» 
mination, the imagined Sterling 
will be found to dwindle down 
into meer Fronch Plate. — A ccn- 
tinued Uſe of ſmart ſhort Periods, 
bold Aſſertions, and a Rotain of 


'Egotiaſms, for the moſt Part give 


a glitter to them, which, hows 
ever, preſently ſallies to the Eye, 
and ſeldom tempts the Spectator 
to a ſecond Glance.—In a Word, 
the utmoſt that can be ſaid of Dr, 
Hill is, that he has Talents, but 
that he has, in the general, either 
greatly miſapplied them, or moſ 
miſerably hackney'd them out, 

As a dramatic Writer he ſtands 
in no Eſtimation, nor has been 
known in that View by any Thing 
but two very ipfignificant little 
Pieces, one of which I have 
mentioned above, —Their Titles 
„ 

1. Oxrnevs and EURIDICE. 

Opera. : 
2. The Rout. Farce. 
Hop v, Dr. Benjamin. 

This Gentleman was a Doctor 0 
Phyſic, and eminent in his de” 
feſhon,—He ws ſecond Son * 
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the great Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, 
late Lord Biſhop of Winchefter. 
The Doctor was, in his private 
Character, an amiable humane 
Man, and an agreeable ſprightly 
companion. In his Profeſſion he 
was learned and judicious, and, 
23a Writer, there needs no far- 
ther Teſtimony to be borne to 
his Merit, than the very pleaſing 
Comedy he has left behind him, 
and which, whenever repreſent- 
ed, continually affords freſh Plea- 
ſure to the Audience. We ſcarce 
have need to mention to any one, 
the leaſt converſant with thea- 
trical Affairs, that we mean 

The Suſpicious . Com. 
Doctor Hoadly died about the Year 
1760, 

N Dr. Harten. 
This Gentleman was Son of one 
Thomas Holyday, a Taylor, and 
was born in the Pariſh of All- 
Saints, in the City of Oxford, a- 
bout the latter End of Queen Eli- 
zuberb's Reign. 
early entered of Cbriſt Church in 
the Univerſity of Oxford, during 
the Time of Dr. Rawis, who was 
not only his Patron, but a Rela- 
tion alſo, In this College he 
took his Degrees of Batchelor and 
Mafter of Arts, and, in 1615, 
enter'd into Holy Orders, in 
which his Abilities very ſoon 
made him taken Notice of, and 
render'd him a very popular 
Preacher,—He ſoon after obtain- 
ed two good Livings, both of 
them in Oxfordſpire, and, in the 
Year 1618, he went as Chaplain 
to Sir Francis Stewwart, when he 
accompanied, to his own Coun- 
try, the famous Count Gundamore, 
who had been many Years Am- 
baſſador from the Court of Spain 
do that of England. In this 
Journey the Doctor's tacetious 
ind agreeable Manner greatly in- 


He was very 
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' Eratiated him in the Favour of 


Count Gundamore, | 
Soon after his Return he was 
appointed, by King Charles I. as 
one of his Chaplains, and, before 
1626, ſucceeded Dr. Bridges, as 


| Archdeacon of Oxford —In 1642 


he was, by Virtue of the King's 
Letters, created, with ſeveral o- 
thers, Doctor of Divinity. — Ard 
now, the Rebellion being broke 
out, he ſheltered himſelf near 
Oxferd ; but very ſoon began to 
give Proofs of a Want of Sted- 
faſtneſs, which occafioned him 
the Blame and Cenſure of many 
of his ancient Friends among the 
Clergy; the moſt of whom choſe 
rather to live in Poverty during 
the Uſurpation, than by a mean 
Compliance with the Times to 

betray the Intereſts of the Church, 
and the Cauſe of their unhappy 
exil'd Sovereign,-For, when he 
ſaw the Royal Party ſo far decli- 
ning, that their Cauſe began to 
appear deſperate, he thought it 
the moſt for his own Intereſt to 
temporize, and appear to join in 
with the prevailing Power, 
Nay, on Oliver Cromæuell's being 
raiſed to the Protectorſhip. he 
even ſo far coincided with the 
Meaſures then purſued, as to ſub- 
mit to an Examination by the 
Friars, in order to his being in- 
ducted into the Rectory of Shi/- 
ton in Beriſbire, which had been 
vacated by the Ejectment of one 
Thomas Laurence, on Account of 
his being non Compos Mentis. — He 
lived, however, to ſee the Reſto- 
ration of King Charles II. in Con- 
ſequence of which Event the 
Doctor threw up the Living be 
had held under the Protector, and 
returned to Eiſiey near Oxford, to 
live on his Archdeaconry, and, 
it is thought, that had he ſur- 
vived, his Poetry, and the * 
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of his Learning and Abilities, 
gave him fo fair a Chance for 
Preferment, that, notwithſtand- 
ing his having ated a tempori- 
zing Part, which had greatly in- 
jured him with the Royaliſts, it 
was probable he would ſoon have 


been raiſed to a Biſhoprick, or 


at the leaſt to a very rich Dea- 
nery.— But the irreſiſtable Mo- 
narch ſummoned him away from 
the Village of Eiſſey, on the 2d 
Day of 08. 166 1.— Three Days 


after which he was interred at 


the Foot of Biſhop K:ng's Mo- 
nument, under the South Wall 
of the Iſle, joining, on the South 
Side, to the Choir of Cr Church 


Cathedrat, near the Remains of 


William Cartwright and Fobn Gre- 
ory. : 85 i 
His Writings are very numer- 
ous both in the claſſical and the- 
ological Way, but he has only 
left one dramatic Piece behind 
him, which is entitled, 
TEXNOTAMIA. n 
Mood relates an Anecdote in Re- 
lation to this Play, which has 
ſome Humour in it, and there- 
fore may not prove unentertain- 
ing to our Readers. — He tells us 
that this Piece bad been pub- 
lickly acted in Chriſt Church Hall, 
in the Year 1617, but with no 
very great Applauſe.—But that 
the Wits of thoſe Times, being 


willing to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
before the King, were reſolved, 


with Leave, to a& the ſame Co- 
medy at Wodfock—Permiſiion 
being obtained, it was accordingly 
aQed, on Sunday Evening, Aug. 
26, 1621.—But, whether it was 


too grave for his Majeſty and too 


ſeholaſtic for the Audience, or 
whether, as ſome ſaid, the Ac- 
tors had taken too much Wine, 
before they began, in order to 
remove their Timidity, his Ma- 


jeſty grew fo tir'd with the Per- 


H 0 
formance, that, after the fd 
two Acts were over, he every 


Times made Efforts to be gone, 


At length, 'however, being per- 
ſuaded by thoſe, who were about 
him, to have Patience till it was 
over, teſt the young Men ſhout; 
be diſcouraged by fo apparent 
Slight ſhewn to. them, he did ſt 
it out, though much againſt hi; 
Will.—On which the following 
Smart and ingenious Epigram 
was made by a certain Scholar. 


At Chriſt Church Marriage, dom 
before the Ning, 

Left that their Mates fhould wart 

a4n Offering, 

The King bimſeif did offer, — 

bat, I pray? 

He offer'd rice or thrice=ts 
go away, 


Hor r, Mrs —— This Lady 
was the Daughter of one Mr, 
Harford, ' x very eminent Up- 
holſterer and Cabinet-Maker in 
the City, and married to a Perſon 
of the ſame Avocation in Cornbill, 
to whom ſhe brought no incon- 
ſiderable Fortune. —But, tho' Mr, 
Hoper's Circumſtances were, at 
the firſt ſetting out in Life, fully 
adequate to that Fortune, and 
that, for ſome Time, he continu- 


ed ſucceſsful in Buſineſs, yet 1 


vain Defire, which is no uncom- 
mon Frailty among Perſons in 
Trade in this Metropolis, of ſup- 
porting a Figure fornewhat great- 
er than his Rank in Life requir'd, 
together with a real Decline ia 


the Buſineſs itſelf, in a few Years 
conſiderably impair'd his Circum- 


ſtances, —Yet, even at his Death, 
they were found not ſo much 
ſhatter*d, but that a little Care 


and a Continuance of good For- 


tune might have fully retrieved 
them.—But, having left behind 


him only a Wife and one Son, 


neither 
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neither of them experienced in 
Trade, and the latter even too 
young to conduct it, the Buſineſs 
was now obliged to be carried on 
by qr wy only, who, pro- 
bably taking Advantage of the 
ſpnorance of their Miſtreſs, or at 
leaſt not acting with the ſame 
4fiduity for another as they 
might bave done for their own 
immediate Emolument, ſhe ſoon 
found herſelf involved in too 
large a Concern for her to ma- 
nige, and therefore prudently 
threw up Buſineſs before it had 
alunged her into Difficulties be- 
rond her Power of extricating 
herſelf from. Having ſold off 
her Stock in Trade, and ſettled 
ter Aﬀairs, ſhe now conſidered 
of ſome Method, whereby ſhe 
might find Means to increaſe, ra- 
ther than diminiſh, the little Pit- 
tance ſhe was at preſent poſſeſſed 
>, Being a Woman of a ſprightly 
Imagination and active Mind, the 
Pen appeared to her no improba- 
ble Reſource 3 and dramatic Wri- 


ting was that to which her Ge- 


nius found its ſtrongeſt Bent.— 
Here, however, ſhe had, Phaeton 


like, undertaken too arduous a 


Tak for her to perform.—For, 
though ſhe wrote three or four 
Pieces, none of them were ac- 
cepted by the Managers, and 
when, at her own Expence, ſhe 
found Means to have two of them 
repreſented, one at the little Play- 
houſe in Goodman's-Frelds and the 
other at the little Theatre in the 
Haymarket, the Succeſs they mict 
with was a ſufficient Vindication 


of the Manager's Refuſal of 


them.— Their Titles were, 


1. EDwARD the black Prince. 
Trag. 


2. Queen Tragedy 
Pens ue. | | 

| Mrs, Hoper's good Underſtand- 
ng, however, at length, opening 


reſtor d. 
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her Eyes to the Difficulties that 
attended on the Performance of 
this Plan, ſhe retired with her 
Son, now grown up, to Enfield 

in Middleſex, where the latter, 
who had a liberal Education, ſer 
up a School, in which he met 
with good Succeſs; and which, 
fince his Death, which happened 
four or five Years ago, has been 
continued under the Care of our 
Authoreſs, 
HoPKINs, Charles, Eſq—— 
This Gentleman was Son of that 
Right Reverend and eminent 
Divine, Dr. Exekic! Hopkins, Bi- 
ſhop of Londonderry in Ireland, to 
which Kingdom our Author, who 
was born in Devonſbire, was Car- 
ried over very young, and received 
the early Parts of his Educa- 
tion in Trinity College, Dublin, 
— From thence he was ſent 
over to England, and compleated 
his Studies in the Univerſity of 
Cambridge. — On the breaking out 
of the Wars in Ireland, he went 
thither, and, entering into the 
Service of King William, ex- 
erted his early Valour in the 
Cauſe of his Country, its Reli- 
gion znd Liberties.—Theſe Wars 
being at an End, he returned a- 
gain to his native Land, where 
he fell into the Acquaintance and 
Efteem of ſuch Gentlemen, whoſe 
Age and Genius were moſt agree- 
able to his own, 
Writers do not mention his 
having purſued any Profeſſion, 
and, indeed, it is probable, he 
had an independent Fortune, his 
Father having attained ſo hign a 
Rank in the Church. bincop, 
and Chetwood after him, informs 
us, that he died young. He had 
certainly a promiſing Genius, and 
his poetical Writings bear ſtrong 
Teſtimony, both from the Eaſe 
of the Thoughts, and the Har- 
mony of the Numbers, that their 
[S] Author 
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Author muſt have been born a 

Peet,—In his dramatic Writings 

his Genius led him to Tragedy ; 

the Pieces he has left behind him 

being the three following, 

1. BoaDicta, Queen of Ba 1- 
TAIN, Trag. 


2. Friendſhip improv'd. Trag. 
3. Pyrknvs, King of Er I- 


Rus. Trag. 2 

Hox DEN, Mr. Hildebrand, was 
the Son of Dr. Horden, Miniſter 
of Twickenham in Midualiſex.— He 
Was an Actor as well as an Au- 
thor.— He flouriſhed in the Reigh 
of William III. and, being poſſeſſed 
of almoſt every requiſite for Emi- 
nence in the dramatic Profeſſion, 
was daily growing into Favour 
with the Public, when unfortu- 
nately, after having been about 
| ſeven Years upon the Stage, he 
| loſt his Life in a frivolous, raſh, 
accidental Quarrel, which he fel] 
Into at the Bar of the Roſe Ta- 
vern, as he was paſſing thro' that 
Houſe, in order to go to Rehear- 
ſal. - On Occaſion of his Death 
one Colonel Burgeſs, a Gentle- 
man who was Reſident at Venice, 
and ſome other Perſons of Diſ- 
tinction, were obliged to take 
their Trial, but were honourably 
acquitted, it - appearing to have 


been a mere accidental Rencontre. 
Among other Perfections, ne- 


ceſſary to his Profeſſion, he poſ- 
ſeſſed a Perſon ſo remarkably 
handſome, that, after he was 
killed, ſeveral Ladies, very well 
dreſſed, came in Maſks, which 
were then greatly worn, and ſome 
even openly and in their own 
Coaches, to vilit him in his 
Shrowd. : 

The Authors of the dramatic 
Catalogues have aſcribed to him 
pne Play, entitled, 

Weg le&ted Virtue, Trag. 
But it appears, from the Preface, 
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&c, that it was only put into hi; 
Hands by a Friend. 

Mr. Horden was buried in 2 
Vault in the Pariſh- Church dt 


St. Clement's-Dares, 


How ARD, The Hon. Edroard, 


Eq; —— This: Gentleman wa; 


much more 1lluſttious from his 
Birth and Family, than from the 
Brilfyance of his Genius, being 
Brother to the Earl of Berkſhire 
and to Sir Robert Horard, whom 
we ſhall have Occaſion hereafter 
to mention.—Poetry was his Pal. 
ſion rather than his Talent, and, 
tho' he wrote no leſs than four 
Plays and an Epic Poem, he 
gained no Reputation by any of 
them ; but, on the contrary, on- 
ly furniſhed Food for the Wits of 
that Time, who have treated him 
very ſeverely; particularly the 
Earl of Rocheſter, in an Invective 
againſt his Comedy of the Sr 
Day's Adventure; and the Earl of 
Dorſet, that beſt good Man with 
the wworſi-natur'd Muſe, in a Copy 
of Verſes addreſſed to him on his 
Poem of the Britiſh Princes, 
Mr. Howard lived in King 
Charles II's Reign, but the parti. 
cular Dates either of his Birth or 
Death, do not ſtand on Record, 
— The dramatic Pieces he has 
left behind him are the following: 
1. Man of New-Market, C 
2. Six Day's Adventure, C, 
3- Uſurper. Trag. . 
4. Woman's Conqueſt, T. C. 
Howan p, The Hon, Jane, 
Eſq;— This Gentleman was allo 
of the Berkſhire Family, and wa; 
cotemporary with the laſt men- 
tioned Author. — He wrote tw0 
Plays, which were repreſented 
with Succeſs, and held in Eſteem 


in their Time, and likewiſe al- 


tered another, which was fre- 


quently acted.— Their Titles ae, 


» All Miſtaben. C. 
I —_— oil 
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2, The Ex GLISH Moſicur. C. 

3. Rowxo and JULIET, T,- 
Com. (not printed.) 

in Regard to the laſt- mentioned 


piece, a more particular Account 


of it may be ſeen in the firſt Vo- 
lume of this Work, under it's 
on Title, | 
HowarD, Hon, Sir Robert, 
Knight, —This Gentleman was 
Brother to the Earl of Berkfbrre, 
and to Mr. Eduard Howvard be- 
fore-mentioned, —His Mother was 
one of the. Daughters and Co- 
heireſſes of William Lord Burgh- 
%. Cibber acquaints us, but on 
what Authority I know not, that 
he received his Education under 
Dr. Edvard Drepe, at Magdalen 
College, Oxford, but Wood has 
made no Mention at all of him, 
He was no leſs ſteadily attached, 
then the reſt of his Family, to 
the Intereſts of that unhappy 
Monarch King Charles I. and, 


with the reſt of them, ſuffer'd 


conſiderably in the maintaining 
his Loyalty to that Cauſe, —He 
had, however, the Honour of 
Knighthood beſtowed on him for 
his gallant Behaviour in reſcuing 
the Lord Wilmet, Lieutenant-Ge- 


_ neral of the King's Forces, who 


was wounded and taken Priſoner 
at Cropley - Bridge Fight, on the 
29th of June 1644. —At the Re- 
ſtoration he was choſen one of the 
Burgeſſes for Stockiridge in Hamp- 
ſire, to ſerve in the Parliament 
which began at Weſiminſter on the 
Sth of May 1661. and, on the 
I9th of June 1678, was pro- 
moted to the Place of Auditor of 
the Excheguer, at that Time 
worth ſeveral Thouſand Pounds 
fir Ann. But this Preferment 
was generally conſider'd as a Re- 
ward for the Services he had done 
the Crown in aſſiſting to cajole 
the Parliament out of Money, — 


In 1679 he was elected Member 
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for Caſtle-Rifing, in Norfolk, for 
which Place, after the Reſtora- 
tion was effected, we find him 
ſitting as Repreſentative in the 
Erſt Parliament under King Vi- 
liam III. and, about the 16th of 
Feb. 1688, he was admitted to 
the Privy - Council, took the 
Oaths, and became a very rigid 
Proſecutor of the Nonjurors, diſ- 
claiming all Kind of Converſa- 
tion or Intercourfe with any of 
that Character, —The Incidents 
of his Life are not very numer- 
ous, or at leaſt not recorded ; nor 
ean I trace, with any Degree of 
Precifion, the Time of either 
his Birth or Death; yet, it is 
pretty apparent, he lived to a ve- 
ry advanced Age, and, in the 
Year 1692, at which Time he 
can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed 'much 
leſs than ſeventy Years of Age, 
he married Mrs, Dives, who was 
one of the Maids of Honour to 
Queen Mary. © | 

With Reſpect to Sir Robert 
Howard's Abilities, they appear 
to have occaſioned Debates a- 
mong the Writers. Lang- 
baine, Jacob and Gildon ſpeak 
ing in very warm Terms in 
his Commendation, while Cibber, 
on the contrary, will allow him 


no higher Claim to Notice in the 


Republic of Letters, than that of 


being Brother-in-Law to Dryden. 


It is true, indeed, that ſome 
of his Cotemporary Writers, and 
thoſe of Eminence too, among 
whom were Mr. Dryden himſelf, 
Mr. Shadoel/, and the Duke of 
Buckingham, have pretty rigidly 


| handled him and his Works; 


but, as it is generally acknow- 
ledged that Sir Robert was a Man 
of a very obſtinate and poſitive 
Temper, ſupercilious, haughty, 
and over-b:aring to the greateſt 
Degree in his Behaviour to others, 
and poſſeſſed of aa inſufferable 
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Share of Vanity and Self-Suff- 
ciency in Regard to his own Abi- 
lities. It is not improbable that 
theſe Qualities might create him 
an Enmity among his Cotempo- 
 rary Wits, who would perhaps 
Fave readily ſubſcribed to the 


Merits he really poſſeſſed, had he 


net ſeemed to aim at a Superiori- 
ty which he had no Claim to; 
in Conſequence of which Dryden 
wrote a ſevere Criticiſm on his 
Duke of Lerma, Shadevel! pointed 
him out under the Character of 
Sir Poſitive Atall, in his Comedy 
called the Impertinents, and the 
Duke of Buckingham intended, 
and had even made him, the 
Fiero of his Rehearſal, under the 
Name of Hilboa, altho', after the 
Play had been ſtopped from Re- 
preſentation by the Plague in 
166 5, that Nobleman alter'd his 

Plan, and pointed. the Artillery 
of his Satire againſt a much 
greater Name, in the Character 
of Bayes, retaining only ſome few 
Strokes againſt Sir Robert, in Pa- 
rodies on certain Paſſages in his 
Plays.—Vet, notwithſtanding all 
this Virulence againſt him, I 
cannot look on him as an Au- 
thor devoid of Genius, ſince two 
of his Plays, v. the Indian 
Queen and the Committee, conti- 
nued for a long Time Favorites 
with the Public, and the latter, 
even to this Day, where even the 
Species of Character, apainſt 
Which the Satire of it is princi- 
pally aimed, wiz, the Round- 
heads and puritanical Zealots is 


totally aboliſhed and forgotten a- 


mong us, is ſtill frequently per- 
formed, and never makes it's 


Appearance without giving Satiſ- 


faction to the Audience, and pro- 
ducing all the Effects which the 
true Vis comica ever has on the 
Mind,—A certain Sign that the 
Piece muſt poſſeſs ſome, if not a 
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capital Share of Merit, — H: 
Liſt of dramatic Pieces is confined 
to ſix in Number, wiz, 

I. Blind Lady. C. 

2, Committee, C. 

3. Great Favonrite, T. C. 

4. INDIAN Queen, T. 

5. Surprizal, T. C. 

6. Veſtal Virgin. T. 

HowWE LI, James, Eſq;— This 
Gentleman was born about the 
latter End of June or Beginning 
of July 1594, at Abermarlis in 
Caermartbenſbire, South-Males; of 
which Place his Father, at that 
Time, was Miniſter.—He receiv. 
ed the firſt Part of his Education 
and Grammar - Learning at the 
Free- School of Hereford, from 
whence, before he was quite ſix- 
teen Years of Age, he was ſent 
to Feſus College in Oxford — 
Here he finiſhed his Academical 
Studies, and took the Degree of 
Maſter of Arts. — On his quitting 
the Univerſity, he acquired the Ef- 
teem and Friendſhip of Sir Robert 
Manſel, by whoſe Means, together 
with ſome ſmall Aſſiſtances from 
his Father, he was enabled, in 
the Vear 1618, to go abroad, 
where he continued three Years 
on his Travels thro' France, Italy 
and the Loro- Countries, by which 
he made himſelf perfectly Ma- 
ſter of the living Languages, and 
every other Branch of uſetul 
Knowledge; and, ſo great was 
the Reputation of his Abilities 
that, ſoon after his Return, he 
was made Choice of by King 
James I. to be ſent on a Negoti- 
ation to the Court of Madrid, 
for the Recovery of the Fpanſ 
Monarch, a very rich Engl 
Ship, which had been ſeized by 
the Vice-Roy of Sardinia, for hit 
Maſter's Uſe, under Pretence of 
prohibited Goods having been 
found in it, 


During 


10 
Puring his Abſence he was e- 
Jected, in 1623, Fellow of Feſus 


College, and, being in Favour 


with Emanuel, Lord Scroop, Lord 
Preſident of the North, was by 
him appointed his Secretary, on 
his Return, —This Poſt calling 
him to reſide at York, he formed 
ſuch an - Intereſt in that County, 
2 to procure his being elected 
Burgeſs for the Corporation of 
Nick mond, by the Suffrages of the 
Mayor and Aldermen of that 
Corporation, to fit in the Parlia- 
ment, which began at Weſtminſter 
in 1627; and, in the Year 1631, 
was made Secretary to Robert 
Earl of Leiceſter, who was zp- 
pointed Ambaſſador Extraordinary 
at the Court of Copenhagen, on a 
Commiſſion of Condolement on 


the Death of King Charles I's 


Grandmother, Sophia, Queen- 
Dowager of Denmark; on which 
Occaſion Mr, Hoævell very emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed himſelf, by 
ſeveral Speeches delivered in La- 
un before the King of Denmark, 
ſetting forth the Occaſion of the 
Embaſſy, 

On his Return to England, he 
was put into many beneficial 
Employments, and, about the 
Beginning of the Civil War, was 
appointed, by King Charles I. one 
of the Clerks of the Privy Coun- 
cil,—But, altho' theſe Poſts were 
equally lucrative and honourable, 
he does not ſeem to have . been 
Maſter of much Oeconomy, for 
when, in the Year 1643, he was 
ſeized by the Committee of Par- 
liament, and ſent to the Flect 
Priſon, where, by the Courſe of 
his Letters, it is evident be con- 
tinued till after the Death of 


the King, we find he was ob- 


liged to have Recourſe to his Pen 


for a Subſiſtence, which at that 


Time, before the Trade of Au- 
thorſbip had been ſo hackney'd, 
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as of late Years it has been, was 
no deſpicable Employment; and 
Mood tells us that it brought 
him in a very comfortable Sub- 
ſiſtance, 

This long and diſazreeable 
Confinement, together with the 
Narrowneſs of his Circumſtances, 
and the laborious Manner in 
which he was compelled to pro- 
vide for himſelf, ſeemed to have 
ſhaken the Firmneſs of Mr. 
Howells political Attachments; 
for, during the Rebellion, we 


find him temporizing with the 
prevailing Party, and inclinable 


to enter into their Meaſures ; for 
which Reaſon, tho* they ſeem 
not to have accepted of his Ser- 
vices, yet, at the Reſtoration, 
he was not reinſtated in his Place 
of Clerk of the Council, but only 
appointed the King's Hiſtorio- 
grapher, being the firſt in Eng- 
land who ever bore that Title. — 


But this being a Place of no great : 


Emolument, he was obliged to 
continue his Trade of Writing, to 
the laſt, He lived to an advanced 
Age, and died in the Beginning 
of November 1666, being then 
in his 73d Year, | 
As he was almoſt one of the 
firſt among our Engliſh Au- 
thors, who introduced Writing for 
a Livelihood, fo is he likewiſe 
one among the moſt voluminovs 
of thoſe who have applied the 
Advantages of Literature to that 
Purpoſe, having written and 
tranſlated no leſs than forty-nine 
ſeveral Books, excluſive of one 
dramatic Piece, which he wrote 
while he was at Paris, and which 
was prefented there at Court no 
leſs than fix Times, by the King 
and Grandees in Perſon, entitled, 
Nuptials of PELEUS and ThE- 
Tis. Com. and Maſque. 
Mr, Howell was, undoubtedly, 
a Mn of mot extenſive Know- 
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ledge, a moſt perfect Linguift, 


and very well verſed in Mo- 
dern Hiſtory, more eſpecially 
thoſe of the Countries through 
which he had travelled. ——His 
Letters are extremely entertain- 
ing, and convey Anecdotes and 
Obſervations that might by no o- 
ther Means have been handed 
down to us, and ſpeak their Au- 
thor to have been no bad Politi- 
cian.— And as to Poetry, tho' he 
has been little more than a Dab- 
bler in it, yet he has a conſidera- 
ble Share of Fancy, and his Num- 
bers are ſmother and more har- 
monious than thoſe of moſt of 
the Writers of that Time.—He 
lies buried on the North-Side of 
the Temple Church, with the fol- 
lowing Infcription over him, pro- 
bably written by himſelf in his 
Life-Time. | 
Jacobus Howell. Cambro-Bri- 
tannus, Regius Hiſftoriographus (in 
Anglia primus); gut, poft warias 
perigrinationes, tandemNature Cur- 
ſum peregit 53 ſatur Annorum & 
Fame, Domi, foriſque buc uſgue 
erraticus ; hic fixus. 1666. 
HiPyESLEY, Mr. John, was 
much more ncted' as an Actor 
than as an Avihor,——In the 
former of theſe Characters his 
Genius was very great, and, 
without Aſſiſtance, would have 
render'd him famous from his 
great Judgment and comic Ex- 
ecution. But accidental De- 
fects, in ſome particular Cir- 
cumſtances, have been known to 
turn out to the Advantage of 
thoſe who have met with them, 
and ſo it peculiarly happened to 
Mr. Hippeſiey; for a Burn or Scald 
in his Face, which he by Chance 
had undergane the Pain of in his 
younger Days; had implanted 
ſomewhat ſo Garicature and truly 
rifible in his Countenance, that 


it was almoft impoſſible to look 
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at him with any Steadineſs of 
Muſcles ; and it had, moreover 
ſo far affected his Voice, as to 
render it peculiarly happy for the. 
Caſt of Parts he uſually perform. 
ed, which, in the general, was 
that of the feeble Old Man in 
Comedy. He, however, ill 
lives ſo perfectly in the Memory 
of moſt of the Frequenters of the 
Theatres, that it is needleſs to 
ſay any more of him in that Ca- 
pacity, than barely to hint, to 
thoſe who never did ſee him, that 
the Idea neareſt to Truth, that 
they can poſſibly form to them- 
ſelves of his Performance, will 
be attained by an Attention to 
Mr. Shuter in his Juſtice Clack, 
in the Jovial Crew, and other 
Parts of the ſame Nature, 

Mr. Hippeſley died at Briſtol in 
the Summer of 1748, to which 
Place it had been his Cuſtom for 
ſeveral Years to go, every Sum- 
mer, as Manager of a Company 
of Comedians, ſelected from the 
Theatres in London. — He wrote 
one dramatic Piece, entitled, 

Journey to BR1STOL., Farce. 
Mr. iopeſley left two Daughters 
behind him, one of whom is the 
preſent Mrs. Greer, a comic Ac- 
treſs of confiderable Merit, be- 
longing to the Theatre in Covent- 
Garden, and the other, till un- 
married, is a Performer in Drury 
Lane Theatre, 

Hucnzts, Mr. 


Jobn. — This 

amiable Man, and elegant Au- 

thor, was the Son of a Citizen of 

London, and was born at Maribo- 

rough in 2 on the 29th of 
u 


Jan. 1677, but received the Ru- 
diments of his Education in pri- 
vate Schools at London. Even in 
the very earlieſt Parts of Life his 
Genius ſeem'd to ſhew itſelf e- 


qually inclined to each of the 


three Siſter Arts, Mufic, Poetty 
and Deſign, in all which he — 
bh aV 


ol am 7 e A 
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x very conſiderable Progreſs. To 


his Excellence in theſe Qualifi- 
cations his Cotemporary and 
Friend, Sir Richard Steele, bears 
the following extraordinary Teſ- 
timonial. © He may” (ſays that 
Author) © be the Emulation of 
« more Perſons of different Ta- 
« ]ents than any one I have ever 
„ known, — His Head, Hands, or 
Heart were always employed in 
« ſomething worthy Imitation, 


„ His Pencil, his Bow, or his 


« Pen, each of which he uſed in 
« Maſterly Manner, were al- 
« ways directed to raiſe and en- 
« tertain his own Mind, or that 
«of others, to a more chearful 
« Proſecution of what is noble 


« and virtuous,” —— Such is the 


Evidence borne to his Talents by 
a Writer of the firſt Rank; yet, 
he ſeems, for the moſt Part, to 
have purſued theſe and other po- 
lite Studies, little farther than by 
the Way of agreeable Amuſe- 
ments, under frequent Confine- 
ment, occaſioned by Indiſpoſition 
and a valetudinarian State of 
Health * ; 

Mr. Hughes had, for ſome 
Time, an Employment in the 
Office of Ordnance, and was Se- 
cretary to two or three Commiſ- 
foners under the Great-Seal for 


the Purchaſe of Lands, in Order 


to the better ſerving the Docks 
and Harbours at Portſmouth, Cha- 
trem and Harwich, | 
In the Year 1717 the Lord 
Chancellor Conuper, to whom our 
Author had not long been known, 
thought proper, without any pre- 
vious Solicitation, to nominate 
him his Secretary for the Com- 
miffions of the Peace, and to dif- 
tinguiſk him with fingular Marles 
of his Favour and Affection; and, 


upon his Lordſhip's laying down 
tlic great Seal, he was, at the 
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particular Recommendation of 
this his Patron, and with the 
ready Concutrence of his Succeſ- 
for, the Earl of Macclesfield, con- 
tinued in the ſame Employment, 
which he held till the Time of 
his Deceaſe, the 19th of Nb. 
1719, being the very Night on 
which his celebrated Tragedy of 
the Siege of Damaſcus made its 
firſt Appearance on the Stage; 
when, after a Life moftly ſpent 
in Pain and Sickneſs, he was car- 
ried off by a Conſumption, hav- 
ing but barely compleated his 42d 
Year, and at a Pericd in which 
he had juſt arrived at an agreea- 
ble Competence, and was ad- 
vancing, with rapid Steps, to- 
wards the Pinnacle of Fame and 
Fortune, — He was privately bu- 
ried in the Vault under the 
Chancel of St. Andrew's Church 
in Holbourn. | | 

As a Man; the worthy Men- 
tion made of him by Numbers 
of his Cotemporary Writers, are 
ſufficient to give us the moſt ex. 
alted Idea of his Virtues ; and, 
as a Writer, no ſtronger Proof 
can be 'offer'd of the Eſteem 
he was held in by the trueft 
Judges of Poetry, than to men- 
tion that the great Mr. Addiſon, 


after having ſuffer'd the four firft 


Acts of his Tragedy to lie by 
him for ſeveral Vears, without 
putting the finiſhing Hand to the 


Piece, at length fix'd on Mr. 


Hughes, whom he earneſtly per- 
ſvaded to undertake the Taſk, as 
the only Perſon capable of it, 
to add a fifth Act to it.—And 
though that Author afterwards 
thought proper to undertake it 
himſelf, yet it was by no Means 
from any Diffidence of this Gen- 
tleman's Abilities, but from the 
juft Reflection that no one could 
have ſo perfect a Notion of his 
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| Deſign as himſelf, who had been 


ſo long and ſo carefully thinking 


of it. | 
Our Author's Poetical Works 
are numerous, but it is not our 
Buſineſs in this Place to take 
Notice of any but his dramatic 
Writings, which are as follows, 
1. AMALASONT, Qucen of the 
Gorns. Trag. 
2. APOLLO and DAr NE. 
Maſque. | 
3. CALVYPSO and TELEMA- 
enus. Opera. | 
4. CuyriDd and HYMEN. 
Maſque. 
5. Miſantbrepe. Com. from 
| Moliere. (Printed with 
Ozel/'s Tranſlation of 
that Author,) | 
6. Miſer, Com. from Mo- 
liere. (1ſt Act only.) 
7. OR ESTES. Trag. from 
Euripides. (Act I. Sce. II. 


only.) 


$. Siege f Dau as cus. 


| Trag. wn 
Hun, or Home, The Rev. 
bn. This Gentleman is a 
Native of Scot/and, and, I be- 
lieve, related to David Hume the 
Hiſtorian, whoſe Worth, did the 
Nature of this Work admit us 
to introduce any Writers into it 
but thoſe who have had ſome 
Connection with the Theatre, it 
would be Injuſtice not to enlarge 
upon.—Our Author was bred to 
the Miniſtry in the Kirk of Kcot- 
land. —But, notwithſtanding the 
Rigour of that Church, finding 
in his natural Genius a Bent to 
Poetry, and not conceiving that 
Tragedy, in which the Principles 
of Virtue, of Morality, of Filial 
Duty, of Patriotic Zeal, and of 
Reverence for an over-ruling 
Power, could be inconſiſtent with 
the Profeſſion of a Religion, in 
which all theſe are in the ſtrong- 
eſt Manner inculcated and en- 
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Joined, he formed a dramatic 
Piece, and preſenting it to the 
Managers of the Theatre at ia. 


Gurgh, at that Time in a more 


flouriſhing Condition than it had 
been for many Years before, and 
vying, in every Reſpect, as far 
as Circumſtances would -permit, 
with thoſe of this Metropolis, 
they ſaw its Merit, readily ac- 
cepted it, put it into a Rehear- 


| fal, and prepared for the Perfor- 


mance of it in ſuch a Manner ag 
might do Honour to the Author, 
and bring both Credit and Emo- 
lument to themſelves.———Theſe 
Tranſactions, however, coming 
to the Knowledge of the Elders 
of the Kirk, they, in- their great 
Zeal, firſt remonſtrated with the 
Author on the beinows Crime he 
was committing 3 but he, not 
quite ſo perfectly convinced as 
they would have had him, of 
the Iniquity of the Act itſelf, 
unconſcious of any ill Inten- 
tion, and pretty thoroughly per- 
ſuaded that his Play would 
meet with a Succeſs, from which 
he ſhould reap both Fame and 
Profit, was not willing at once 
to deſiſt, nor with his own Hands 
to pull down a Fabrick he had, 
at the Expence of much Time 
and Labour, been rearing.— They 
now endeayoured to terrify the 
Performers from repreſenting ib, 
but with no better Succeſs, — 
Author and Actors were both 
equally incorrigible; the Piece 
was brought on, and met with 
that Encouragement which its 
Merit very juſtly entitled it 
to,—— What remained then for 
theſe incenſed Elders to do, 
but in a public Convocation to 
expel and for ever diſquality 
for the Miniſtry, not only 
this diſobedient Son, but e- 
ven others, his Friends, who 


were wicked enough either to 
keep 
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keep him Company, or go to ſee 
his Piece performed, and by va- 
rious Pamphlets, Advertiſements, 
c. to thunder their Anathemas 
againſt thoſe Implements of Satan 
the Actors, who had thus led 
afide, or at leaſt abetted in his 
wandering, this loſt Sheep of the 
Flock. —However, as Perſecution 
moſt commonly defeats its own 
Purpoſes, ſo did it happen in this 
Caſe, for the ill Treatment which 
Mr. Hume had met with in his 
own Country, procured him a 
moſt valuable Protection in an 
adjacent one.— Being known to 
the Earl of Bute, and that No- 
bleman repreſenting the Circum- 
ſtances of this unreaſonable Op- 
preflion, exerciſed on a Man of 
Genius, to our preſent moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign, then Prince of 
Wales, his Royal Highneſs, who 
eren at that Time gave the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of that In- 
clination to, and Zeal for, the 
Polite Arts, which have fince 


ſhone ſo conſpicuoufly a Part of 


his Character, ſtretch'd out his 
princely and protecting Hand to 
the Author of Douglas, and, by 
lettling a very handſome Penſion 
on him, and ſheltering him under 
the Shade of his own Patronage, 
put it out of the Power of either 
the Thunderbolts of Bigotry or 
the Flaſhes of Envy or Malevo- 
lence to blaſt his Laurels.— Mr. 
Hume has fince purſued his po- 
etical Talents, and produced tvo 
more dramatic Pieces, both of 
which have been brought on the 
Stage in this City, but, whether 
thro' an Eagerneſs to prove ſtill 
farther his Inclination to deſerve 


the Favour he has met with, he 


bas not allowed himſelf a ſuffi- 
cient Time for the planning, di- 


beſting, reconſidering and correRe 


eeſs, entitled, 


HU 
ing his Works, or that in his 
firſt Play the Diffidence of a 
young Author might make him 
more ready to aſk and to purſue 
the Judgment of others, or from 
any other Cauſe I know not, but 
Douglas ſeems ſtill to ſtand as Mr. 
Hun:e's Maſter-Piece in dramatic 
Writing, —His three Plays, which 
are all Tragedies, are entitled as 


follows, 
1. Dover as, Trag. 
2. Acts. 16 


3. Siege of AquiLE1A., Tr. 

HunT, Mr. William. — This 
Gentleman, Whincop tells us, was 
a Collector of Exciſe, and wrote 
one Play, which was never acted, 
but was printed at York, (tho' 
we are not told when) entitled, 


The Fall of Taxquin. Tr. 


The ſame Author informs us that 
it is a moſt wretched Piece, and, 


as a Specimen of it's - Merit, 


quotes us the following very ex- 
traordinary Line, 


And the tall Trees flood Circling 


in a Row. 


HunTzR, Governor. Of 
this Gentleman we know nothing 
farther than his being mentioned 
by Coxeter, who ſays that, in a 
Copy which he had ſeen of the 
under-named Piece, there was' a 


"MS. which declared him to be 


the Author of it, viz, 

Androboros. Farce. 

Hunks r, Captain.— This Gen- 
tleman I know nothing of, only 
find his Name mentioned by the 
Compiler of Whincop's Liſt, and 
by Chetwwood in his Britiſh Theatre, 
as the Author of one Play, which 
was ated with no very great Sue- 
Maid. Trag. 
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Eo. 
J. 
T B.— Ry theſe Initials we find 
a Piece diſtinguiſhed, which 
bears the Title of 
The Baſoful Lovers, T. C. 
J. G. or Jacos, Giles, —— 
By theſe Initials Mr. Faccb has 
thought proper to diſtinguiſh him- 


ſclf in his Poetica! Regiſter, or 
Lives and Characters of the Engliſh 


Dramatic Poets, $vo. 171 95 p. 318. 


—And, as no Writer has given 
us any Account of him but him- 
ſelf, I cannot pretend to offer 
to my Readers any Thing ſo 
ſatisfactory concerning him as 
the Repetition of his own 
Words. : 

Fe is, (ſays he, ſpeaking in 
the third Perſon) the Son of a 
conſiderable Malſter of Romſey, in 


the County of Southampton, at 
which Place he was born Anno 


1686.— His Mother is of the Fa- 


mily of the Thornburgh's in Wilts, 
one of whom was Biſhop of Wor- 
egſer, in the Reign of K. Cha. I. 


and” two of them attended the 
Royal Exile.—He was bred to the 


Law under a very eminent Attor- DM 1 
At what Time Mr. Jacob quitt: 
the Stage of Life, I have not been 


ney ; and has fince been Steward 
and Secretary to the Honourable 


William Blathwayt, Eſq; a cele- 
drated Courtier in the Reign of 


King William, and who enjoyed 
great Preferments in the State in 


the late and preſent Reign. 


He was Author of two drama- 


tic Pieces, wiz. 


[] 


* 25 Soldier*s : 
For the firſt of theſe, which, 
however, was never acted, he a- 


1. Love in a Wood. Farce, 
laſt Stake. C. 


pologized that it was written in 
three or four Days, and before the 


Author was any Ways acquainted * 
with the Stage, or poetical Wri- 


Ja 


tings; and as to the latter, be 
only informs us that he had ſuch 
a Piece prepared for the Stage, 
Mr. Jacob followed the Profef. 
fion of the Law, and wrote ſeye- 
ral Books in that Science, fone 
of which are ſtill held in Eſteem, 
particularly his Law Dictionary, 
and indeed Works of Compile- 
ment ſeem to have ſuited his Ta. 
lent rather than thoſe of Geqius; 
for it muſt be confeſſed that his 
Poetical Regiſter, notwithſtanding 
ſome few Errors in it, is by much 
the beſt Book of the Kind hither- 
to extant ; and yet ſo little Merit 
had his own dramatic Pieces, 
that, according to Mbircop, Dr. 
Sezvel, who was by no Means re- 
markable for Ill-Nature, on read- 
ing his Farce called Love in 4 
Weed, wrote the following very 
ſevere Lines in the Title Page, 


Parent of Darkneſs ! genuine Sim 
. SS; .. 
Total Eclipſe, without one Ray ef 

Light: | 

Born wvhen dull Midnight Ball 
for Funerals chime, 

Juſt at the cloſing of the Bellnan's 

ER'bime. 


able to trace; but as by his on 
Account he was no more than 
thirty-three Vears of Age at the 


Publication of his Poetical Regiftr 


in 1719, it is probable he might 
ſurvive that Publication ſeveral 
Years. | 

Jacos, Hildebrand, Eiqj— 


This Author was a Gentleman 


of Family and Fortune, and gain. 
ed conſiderable Reputation by a 
poetical Tale, called the Cru 
Maid, and ſome other humouro!3 
Poems. — He alſo wrote the fol- 

5 ieces: | 
lowing dramatic * 1 
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1. Fatal Conflancy. 1. 

2. Neſt of Plays, conſiſting of 
three ſhort Comedies, en- 
titled, 

The Prodigal Reform'd, 

The Happy Conſtancy, and 
The Tryal of Conjugal Love. 

JEFFERIES, Mr. Of this 
Gentleman I find no fartRer Men- 
tion made by any of the Writers 
than that he enjoyed ſome Poſt in 
the Cu/ſfom- Houſe, and that he was 
Author of one dramatic Piece, 
which met with very little Suc- 
ceſs, entitled, 

EDWIN. T. 2 

Jrvov, Mr. Thomas, — This 
Author flouriſhed in the Reigns 
of K. Charles II. and K. James II. 
—He was an Actor and a Dan- 
cing Maſter, and attained great 
Eminence in both thoſe Profeſ- 
fions, eſpecially in the former, 
in which his general Caſt was 
that of low Comedy.—He did not 
however, long enjoy that Sun- 
thine of popular Applauſe, which 
was darting in full Luſtre upon 
him, for he was taken off in the 
very Prime of Life, vi. at the 
Age of 36 Years, on the 2oth of 
December 1688, ard was interred 
in Hampftead Church Yard. 

He wrote one dramatic Piece, 
which even in its original Form 
met with Succeſs, but has fince 
undergone almoſt as many Tranſ- 
formations as the Banjans of the 
Eaft-Indies fable their Deity Viſt 
non to have paſſed thro'——It was 
triginally entitled, 

The Devil of a Wife. 

Vid. AyyENDIY, 

IscezLanD, Mr. Thomas, — 
This Gentleman is one of our 
oldeſt dramatic Writers, having 
been a Student in the Univerſity 
of Cambridge in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, He wrote one 


Farce, 


_ 


ſtiles a prettie and merrie Interlude. 


It is entitled, | 
The Diſobedient Child. Inter). 
Jounson, Mr. Charles, was 

originally- bred to the Law, but 

being a great Admirer of the 

Muſes, and finding in himſelf 

a ſtrong Propenſity to dramatic 

Writing, he quitted the ſtudi- 

ous Labour of the one, for the 

more ſpirited Amuſements of 
the other; and, by contracting 
an Intimacy 'with Mr, Wilks, 
found Means, thro' that Gentle. 
man's Intereſt, to get his Plays on 
the Stage without much Difficul- 
ty,—Some of them met with very 

good Succeſs, and by being a 

conſtant Frequenter of thoſe grand 

Rendezvouz of the Wits of that 

Time, Vill's and Button's Coffees 

houſes, he, by a polite and inof- 


fenſive Behaviour, formed ſo ex- 


tenſive an Acquaintance and In- 
timacy, as conſtantly enſured him 
great Emoluments on his Benefit 
Night, by which Means, being 


a Man of Oeconomy, he was en- 
abled to ſubſiſt very genteely.— 


He at length married a young 
Widow, with a tolerable Fortune, 
on which he ſet up a Tavern in 
Bop - Street, Covent Garden, but 
quitted Buſineſs at his Wife's 
Death, and lived privately on an 
eaſy Competence which he had 
ſaved, «What Time he was born 
I know not, but he flouriſhed 
during the Reigns of Queen Anne, 
K. George I. and Part of Geo, II. 
His firft Play was ated in 1702, 
and his lateft is dated in 2792, 
but Cibber informs us that he did 
not die till about 1944.——As a 
dramatic Writer, he is far from 
deſerving to be placed amongꝑſt the 
loweſt Claſs z for tho* his Plots 
are ſeldom original, yet he has 
given them ſo many Additions of 


dramatic Piece, which he bimſelf his own, and has cloathed the 


Deſigns 


5 
Deſigns of others in ſo pleakng 
a Dreſs, that a great. Share o 
the Merit they poſſeſs ought 
to be attributed to him. —— 
The Language of his Comedies, 
which are greatly ſuperior to his 
Trajedies, is eaſy, and the Dia- 


logue natural and ſprightly ; and 


two of them, wiz. the Wife's Re- 
lief and the Country Laſſes, ſtill 


continue on the Lift of acting 


Plays. 
Tho' I have obſerved before, 
that he was a Man of a very in- 


offenſive Behaviour, yet he could 


not eſcape the Satire of Mr. Pope, 
who, too ready to reſent even any 
ſuppos'd Offence, has, on ſome 
trivial Pique, immortalized him 
in the Danciad, and in one of the 
Notes to that Poem has quoted 
from another Piece, called The 
Characters of the Times, the fol- 
lowing Account of our Author, 

e Charles Jobnſon, famous for 
« writing a Play every Year, and 
te for being at Button's every Day. 
« He had probably thriven better 
*& in his Vocation had he been a 
© ſmall Matter leaner ; he may 
© be juſtly called a Martyr to 
% Obeſity, and be ſaid to have 
c“ fallen a Victim to the Rotun- 
«-g&ity of his Parts.” 

1 do not repeat this Quotation 
by any Means with a View to re- 
fle&t on Mr. Jobhnſon, but think 
on the contrary, that it ſhould 
rather turn to his Honour, fince 
that Man's Character muſt be ex- 
' tremely unexceptionable, on whom 
His Enemies can fix no greater 
Imputation than the Defects of 
his Perſon; but rather to point 
out how low Reſentment may 
ſometimes plunge even. the moſt 
brilliant Geniuſes, when it can 
lead them to encourage. Scurrility 
without Wit, and mere, perſonal 
RefleQion without even the Sha- 
dow of Humour, 


writing for the Stage for ſome 


' Maſter of a private Academy at 


the Deſign of one of the 1 
an 


FO 


The dramatic Pieces this Au. 
thor produced , notwithſtanding 
that he appears to have quiitcg 


Years before his Death, are very 
numerous, and will be ſeen inthe 
following Liſt, 

1. Cobler of PRESTON, Farce, 

2. CELIA. Trag. 

3. Country Laſſes. Com. 
4. Er RHESIAN Marron. P. 
Force f Friendſhip, Trag. 
Fertune in ber Wits, Com. 
Generous Huſband, Com. 
Gentleman Culiy. Com, (af. 

cribed to him by Coxcter 
only.) 9 
9. Love and Liberty, Trag. 
10. Love in a Cheſt, Farce, 
11. Love in a Foreſt, Com. 
12. Maſquerade, Com, 
13. MEDEA, Trag. 8 
14. Succeſsful Pirate, Fr.-Com. 
15. Sultaneſs, Trig. 
16. Victim. Trag. 
17. Village Opera. 
18. Wife's Relief. Com. 

OHNSON, Mr. Samuel, M. A, 
— This excellent Writer, who 
is no leſs the Glory of the pre- 
ſent Age and Nation, than he 
will be the Admiration of all 
ſucceeding ones, received his E- 
ducation and took his Degrees at 
the Univerſity of Oxford, after 
quitting which Place I have been 
informed he for ſome Time was 


8 
6. 
7. 
8. 
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Litchfield, ——A Genius like his, 
however, could not long content 
itſelf with that moſt diſagreeable 
of all Drudgery, the mere claſſical 
Inſtruction of Youth, nor ſuffer 
its Brightneſs to be conceal'd in 
the dull Obſcurity of a Country 
Academy, — He came up therefore 
to London, where he immediately 
gave Proofs how high a Rank in 
the World of Letters he eſerved 
to hold. —— Having concei! 


— 

qd moſt uſeful, tho" at the ſame 
Time the moſt laborious Works 
that could be poſſibly undertaken, 
vis, A compleat Grammar and 
DiFionary of our hitherto un- 
ſettled Language; he drew vp a 
plan of the ſaid Deſign, in a Let- 
ter to the Right Honourable the 
Eul of Chefterfield, which being 
wbliſhed, gave the ſtrongeſt Proof, 
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Degree of grammatical Perfec- 
tin and claſſical Elegance the 
gli Tongue was capable of be- 
ing brought to. — The Execution 
of this Plan coſt him the Labour 
of many Years 3 but the Manner 
in which it was at laſt executed 
nale ample Amends for all the 
Expeſtations of the Public in Re- 
qud to it for ſo long a Time; 
ad the Honours paid him on the 
Occaſion of its Publication by ſe- 
[eral of the foreign Academies, 
particularly by the Academia della 
(ruſca, leave all Encomium on 
the Work in this Place entirely 
unneceſſary, During ſome Inter- 
ws of Receſs neceſſary to the 
Fatigue of this ſtupendous Under- 
king, Mr. 7ebnſon publiſhed 
many other Pieces which are moſt 
truly capital in their Kind; a- 
hong which the Ramöler, a Se- 
tes of periodical Eſſays which 
ane out twice a Week for two 
Jears ſucceſſively, ſtood in the 
Inenoſt Rank, —In the Courſe 
i lo great a Number of theſe Pa- 
en as this long Period demand- 
u, the Number which the Un- 
maker of them was favoyr- 
u with by others, was inconfi- 
table; and yet, on the whole, 
e Product of this ſingle Ge- 
au, thus perpetually employ- 
w proved at leaſt equal, if not 
enor, to that af the Club of 
rate Wits, who were con- 
in thoſe celebrated Works 
4 eRator and Tatler. Mr, 


iP] 


in its own Compoſition, how great 
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Jobnſon's Stile in Proſe is nervous 
and claſſically correct; in Verſe 
his Numbers are harmonious and 
muſica}, yet bold and poignant, 
and on the whole approach nearer 
to Mr, Pope's Manner of Verſifi- 
cation thau that of any other 
Writer; and tho? he has favour- 
ed the World with but little in 
abſolute Verſe (for all his _ 
Poetry) yet that little, like Dia- 
monds of the firſt Water, will 
ever be held in the higheſt Eſti- 
mation, whilſt Gems of larger 
Bulk, with lefs intrinfic Worth, 
are ſcartely look'd upon.— In 
ſhort, while the Name of Juvenal 
ſhall be remember'd, this Gentle - 
man's improved Imitations of 
him, in his two Poems, entitled 
London, and The Vanity of Human 

Des, muſt be read with De- 
light. —His Imagination is ama- 


_ zingly extenfive, and his Know- 


ledge of Men and Manners un- 
bounded, as may be plainly traced 
in his Eaſtern Stories in the Ram- 
bler, in which he has not only 
ſupported to the utmoſt the Sub- 
limity of the Eaſtern Manner of 
Expreſſion, but even greatly ex- 
celled any of the Oriental Writers 
in the Fertility of his Invention, 
the Conduct of his Plots, and the 
Juſtice and Strength of his Sen- 
timents, —— His capital Work 
of that Kind, however, is a No- 
vel entitled — 15 Prince of A 
byſſinia, too well known and uni- 
verſally read to need any Com- 
ment here, and in which, as he 
does at preſent, ſo he probably 
ever will, ſtand without an equal. 

Our Author has wrote only one 
dramatic Piece, the Succeſs of 
which was not equal to its Merit, 
owing entirely to his baving too 
ſtrictly adhered to the Ariſtotelian 
Rules of the Drama to render his 
Piece agreeable to the Taſte of 
our preſent theatrical Audiences, 

1 who 


0 


Vu ho look for little more than Plot 
And Incident, without paying any 


great Regard either to Character, 
Language, or Sentiment; it was 
performed at Drury-Lane Theatre, 
and entitled, 
IXENE. Trag. . 
It would, however, be the high- 
ef Injuſtice, after beſtowing theſe 
undeniable Encomiums on his 
Genius, were I not to obſerve, 
that nothing but that Genius can 
poſſibly exceed the Extent of his 
Eruditicn, and it would be adding 
a greater Injury to his till more 
valuable Qualities, were we to 
ſtop here, fince, together with the 
abet Head, he ſeems poſſeſſed of 
the very 5% Heart at preſent ex- 
iſting.—Every Line, every Senti- 
ment, that iſſues from his Pen, 
tends to the great Centre of all his 
Views, the Promotion of Virtue, 
Religion and Humanity; nor are 
his Actions leſs pointed towards 
the ſame great End. Bene vo- 
lence, Charity and Piety are the 
moſt {triking Features in his Cha- 
racter, and while his Writings 
point out to us what a good Man 
onght to be, his own Conduct ſets 
us an Example of what he is, 

JouNxsoN, Mr. Samuel. —This 
Gentleman, tho” Nameſake to the 
laſt- mentioned Author, muſt not 
be confounded wirh him.—He is 
the Author of the three follow- 
ing dramatic Pieces, all of which, 
at the Time of their firſt Appear- 
ance, greatly attracted the Notice 
of the Public, 272, 
1. All alive and merry. 

2. Cheſhire Comics. 
3. Hurlotbrumbo. 
All theſe Pieces were repreſented 
at the Theatre in the Haymarket ; 
' but the laſt, in particular, took 
an amazing Run, owing to the 
whimſical Madneſs and Extrava- 
gance which ran thro' the whole 
Piece and its Author, who him- 


intelligible Fuſtian that ng one 


extravagant with the reſt of tie 


J O 


ſelf preſented a principal Charge. 
ter in it called Lord Flame, into 
which he had thrown ſuch ; 
Mixture of fine Thoughts and yy. 


could poſſibly underſtand what hz 
was aiming at; and if at any 
Time this Unintelligibleneſ; wx; 
objected to him as a Fault in his 
Piece, his conſtant Reply wi, 
that the Fault did not lie in that, 
but in the Audience, who did not 
take the proper Method for at. 
taining a Knowledge of his Mean- 
ing; that no one could poſſibly 
underſtand our Author perf:&l 
unleſs they examined his Works 
in the ſame Situation and State of 
Mind, as they were written ; and 
therefore, as he himſelf never ſate 
down to write without a Fiddle 
in his Hand, it was impoſſible for 
any one to comprehend the Senſe 
of what he wrote, without an In- 
ſtrument of the very ſame Kind 
to quuken their Underſtandings, 
— But, in Order in ſome Meaſure 
to remedy this Deficiency in the 
Audience, he uſed to act his Pan 
of Lord Flame in a Manner equally 


Affair, wiz. with a Violin in his 
Hand, which he occaſionally play. 
ed upon, and ſometimes walking 
in high Stilts, 

Mr. Jobnſon is a Native of 
Cheſhire, and was bred to and fol- 
lowed the Profeſſion of a Dancing 
Maſter, yet, from what has been 
above related, it is appa ent he 
muſt have been infected with a 
ſtrong Tincture of Inſanity,in Con- 
ſequence of which, it is probably 
that not many Perſons would be 
willing to entruſt their Childret 
in his Hands; yet, as his Ma: 


—— wu FA we tad a . 


neſs did not take any dangerous g 
miſchievous Turn; and, asf vs f 
accompanied with Flights of Wi , 
and Humour that render d him 1 
tho' an extraordinary, yet f "I 1 


Fo 

1 difagreeable Companien, his 
Acquaintance has been ſought by 
moſt of the Gentlemen of Fortune 
in that Country, at whoſe Houſes 
he uſed to reſide alternately for a 
confiderable Time, in ſuch Man- 
ner as to render the Purſuit of 
Bubaeſs unneceſſary to him, — 
He is ſtill living, and continues 
the fame Kind of Life and Hu- 
mour, but has quitted writing for 
the Stage, as that original Oddity 
which, like Triſtram Shandy, the 
World run mad in Admiration of, 
only becauſe they did not under- 
fand it, at length grew tireſome, 
and like that became as univer- 
fally decried, as at firſt it had been 
univerſally followed, — The fol- 
lowing humourous Anecdote, 
which was related to me by a 
Gentleman who left Cheſhire not 
Jong fince, may ſerve to give the 
Reader ſome Idea of Mr. Johnjon's 
general Turn, and unconcerned 
Manner. —Some little Time ago 
our Author having been invited to 
paſs ſome Months at the Country 
Fouſe of a Gentleman who had 
a great Regard for him, but whom 
de had never viſited before; he 
accepted the Invitation, and was 
for ſome Time treated with the 
utmoſt Hoſpitality and Kindneſs. 
Thut at length, having ſhewn in 
ſome of his Expreſſions and Ac- 
tions that wild and unaccountable 
Uitravagance and Oddity which 
duns thro' his Compoſition, the 
Lady of the Houſe, who happened 
to enjoy but a very indifferent 
State of Health, which rendered 
her hippiſh and low-ſpirited, and 

ing moreover naturally of a ti- 
morous Diſpoſition, began to be 
ertremely alarmed at his Beha- 
Nour, and apprehenſive that at 
me Time or other he might do 
Miſchief either to himſelf or o- 
thers,—On this ſhe repeatedly re- 
nonſtrated to her Huſband, in- 


$ 


of Mr. *s Regard 


T0 


treating him to find ſome, Means 


of getting rid of Mr, Jehnſon.— 
The Gentleman, however, who 
was better acquainted with J- 
ſon's Manner, and therefore un- 
der no ſuch Apprehenſions, was 
unwilling to proceed to an Act af 
ſo much ſeeming Inhoſpitality, a+ 
the forbidding his Houſe to + 
Perſon whom he had himſelt 
invited to it, and therefore de- 
clincd fo doing for ſome Time-; 
till at length, on the continued 
Solicitations of his Lady, whom 
he found he could not make ealy 
on any other Terms, he commi!- 
ſioned a mutual Friend to both, t» 
break the Affair to Mr. ebnen. 


— This being done with all the- 


Tenderneſs imaginable, and the 
true Reaſon aſſign'd by Way ot 
Vindication of the Gentleman 
himſelf, Mr. Jebnſon, with great 
Coolneſs, and a Gaiety of Tem- 
per peculiar to himſelf, replied, 
That be was moſt perfectly perſuaded 
76 Bim, aud 

uld ever retain the moſ} gra:e/ul 
Senſe of the Civilities be had recciy - 
ed from bim; that be alſo mai nta: r 
ed the higheſt Reſpect for his Lady; 
and thought it bis Duty, by every 
Means in his Power, t contribute 
te the Reſtoration of her Peace ef 
Mind, which it appears that he 
had been the innocent Cauſe of dij- 
turbing; that he, therefore, night 
gi ve ber the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances from 
bim, together <eith bis Compliments, 
that he never would again trou- 


b'e her Houſe whilſt living, but, 


as a Teftimonial of his fincere 
Eſteem, ſbe might depend on it that, 
after his Death, he ſpould conſider ber 


as the very firſt Perſon to whom, on 


a Vifit back to this World, be ſhoeld 


think himſelf under an Obligation 
to pay his Reſpeg..— This Meſſage 
being delivered to the Lady, who 
we have before obſerved was of an 
Hy pochondriac Complexion, threw 

{T2} her 
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her into ſtill greater Appreben- 
ſons than before; and, fearing 
that he would be as good as his 
Word, intreated the Gentleman 
to go back to Mr. Fobnſon, and 


deg from ber that he would conti- 


nue where he was, or at leaft fa- 
vour them with his Company as 
often as poſſible, for that, with 


all his Wildneſs, he bad much ra- 


tber ſee bim alive than dead. 

Mr. Jobnſon as a Writer ſtands 
in the fame Predicament as in his 
perſonal Character; his Writings 
have Madneſs in them, but at the 
lame Time it is evidently the 
Madneſs of a Man of great Abi- 
lities, —In his Huriett rumbo, more 
particularly, there are ſome Beau» 
ties, in the Midſt of numberleſs 
Abſurdities, that would do Ho- 
nour even to our firſt Rate Ge- 
niuſes.— In Proof of which I ſhall 
preſent my Readers with a few 
Quotations fromthat Piece, which 
may prove by no Means unenter- 
*aining, not only as Specimens of 
his Manner of Writing, but as 
they are in themſelves truly worth 
preſerving z and that the Book it- 
ſelf being extremely ſcarce, and 
raorecver, from the general Idea 
formed of it, hardly conſidered 
as worth looking into. The 
greateſt Part of them may poſſibly 
be unacquainted with that Piece; 
without Regard to Order, there- 
fore, be pleaſed to accept the fol- 


lowing Sentiments ſelected from 


It. 
% Pride is the Serpent's Egg, 
fc laid in the Hearts of all, but 
« hatch*d by none but Fools.“ 
„ Conſcience is an intellectual 
* Caul that covers the Heart, up- 
cc on which all the Faculties ſport 
in Terror, like Boys that dance 
& upon the Ice.“ 
« You are the moſt covetous 
= Man in the Univerſe ; you give 
= what you have away to the 
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© Poor, that you may enjoy it au 
« yourſelf ; and when your Tine 
« is to die, you'll not leave 3 
« Farthing behind you to fling 
« away.” 

He that lives in Pleaſure run 
up a Score, and he that is if. 
« flited is paying Debts,” 

« A Coquet is a Whore in the 
« Soul, a Harlot for the Devil.“ 

re Oh ! who fſhal! deliver me 
« from the Contagion of Mor. 
© tals — Of my Lambs, that in- 
cc nocently ſport all round me, of 
« them will I learn Humility, 
« and deſpiſe your Arrogance: 
« My Dog, that ſcouts vpon the 
Plain, I'll compare him with 
“% you, and bluſh ſor you, He 
« loves me and is conſtant, a fer- 
« vent Friend, will fight till 
« Death for bis Mafter, riſes not 
te up againft him when he ſmites 
« him; he's grateful, he flatters | 
«© not, and to your Shame has 
cc more Compaſſion z for with his 
« Tongue he Il heal the Wound 
ec of the Oppreſſed.— Ve Ratio - 
te nals, learn of Brutes, they teach 
« me to abhor Mankind.“ 

Sementory's Sentiments of Hay- 
pineſs in Love are ingenious, 
ec Of all Happineſs (ſays ſhe) that 
ce is the moſt ſweet, that is neat- 
« eft to us; Riches lie in the 
« Purſe, Love in the Heart; ne- 
ce ver marry for Honour or Title; 
« Fame is always at a Diſtance; 
© the Man J love is near. What 
« is Fame? A Word; that Word 
«© is Wind, the Humming of 3 
« Ree; but when I ſleep by the 
ce Man I love, no Wind can come 
« to me,” 

The Scene between Urbandemy 
and Puny the Miſer, contains the 
following very juſt Remarks on 
Avarice and upſtart Gentility— 
The Miſer is in Alarm on 2 Re. 
bellion being raiſed in the City 
and exclaims to himſelf = 
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« Oh ! theſe Rogues are coming, 
« they'1l rob me, take my Plate 
« and break my Windows; O 
« ſweet Heaven, forgive me all 
« my ill-dreumt viſionary Leu d- 
« gels. If they come I ſhall ne- 
& yer purchaſe Kemp's Eſtate, and 
« buy a Coat of Arms and a Pa- 
« tent for my Son. 

Enter Urbandenny. 
Lan. So, old Gedderar, 
« you're at Prayers; cry aloud, 
« thy Deity is deaf, with your 
« ſquinting Soul that ken both 
Earth and Heaven; filing your 
« Bags into the Elements, then 
6 will you look Nraight up right, 
© Begone, what haſt thou to do 
„in this World? What doſt thou 
mean? 

« Puny. I mean to be the Root 
& of a Family, | | 
% Urban. If the Root be Ava- 
rice, What will the Body, 
Branches, Leaves and Fruit be? 
© Twenty Generations mult paſs 
© away before thy Seed can be 
"refn'd fo far as to produce a 
Gentleman. ö 

% Puny, Is not Gold a Gentle- 
„man; a Perſon of Quality ?— 
6 What makes a Gentleman? 

©Urbar, Education, Honour 
*and Generofity; add to a fine 
* Gentleman, Love, Reſolution, 
"Taſte: A Perſon of Quality 
* has all theſe Perfections, and 
*8 diſcerning ; with a ſublime 
* Thirſt in the Soul; a Longing 
o reward Merit; fervent to 
erte the Meaneſt, and punctual 
to his Word; his Blood is dou- 
Able and treble refin'd; he's full 
"of Heaven; a Sun Fire; a 
„Light that quenches all the 
"Flame of Nature. | 

* Puny, Cannot a new- born 
Gentleman have all theſe Per- 
e fections? 

E Uroan, No, your Upſtarts are 
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« huge and tall, converſe with a 
« Prince of the Air, and their 
c Noftrils are full of the Devil.“ 

Dologodelms's Curſe on Hurlo- 
thrumbo 1s perhaps equal to any 
Thing of the Kind in our own or 
any other Language, lt is as fol- 
Jows, 

« May Heaven pour down up- 
« on him the bitter Bleſſing, the 
Honey Curſe, the gilded Pill 
« that ſatisfies Defire and infects 
« the Mind; give him Riches, 
« and make him love them; then 


ill he be abhorr'd of Men, the 
„ Spirits, the Angels, and the 


Gods; may a proud Sign ap- 
cc pear in his Face, that he may 
« be a Tavern for Devils to riot 
« and banquet in; let him pam 
per Nature, feed high to de- 


ſtroy his Taſte, ſo blind all the 


c Beauties of his Mind; then 
« will his hungry Pleaſure de- 
« your up all the eternal Treaſure 
& of his Soul.“ 

I ſhall cloſe this Set of Quota- 
tions with Part of a Speech of 
Lord Tlame's, which being the 
moſt extravagant Character in the 
whole Piece, will ſkew how much 
Originality and inventive Imagi- 


nation this Writer poſſeſſes even 


in his wildeſt Flights, —It is Part 
of a Deſcription of the next 
World, where, after ke has given 
fome general Account of the State 
of Spirits there, he then proceeds, 

«© Queen Eizah:th is in her 


Hut ſelling cf, fry'd Fritters 


«. Pompey and Alexander carry 
Charcoal to feed her Fires; the 
« Great Mogul, the, Czar, the 
ce grim Baſhaw, the Emperor, the 
„Grand Turk and Cæſar, are 
tc ſcrambling for the Drops of the 
« Pan; and, as they are wont, 
« are ſcuffling for Trifles, till it 
« raifes their inextinguiſhable 
4 Rage to Loggerheads. 
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OHNSON, Mr. Who or what 
this Gentleman was I know not, 
but find his Name prefixed to a 
Comedy, entitled, 
The Female Fortune- teller. Com. 
Jones, Mr. Henry. This Au- 
thor, who is ſtill living, is a Na- 
tive of Ireland, being born at 
Drogheda, in the County of Meath 
in that Kingdom. — He was bred 
a Bricklayer, but, having a na- 
tural Inclination for the Muſes, 
he purſued his Devotions to them 
even during the Labours of his 


mere mechanical Avocations, and 


compoſing a Line of Brick and a 
Line of Verſe alternately, his 
Walls and Poems roſe in Growth 
together; but which of his La- 
bours will be moſt durable Tie 
alone muſtdetermine,—His Turn, 
as is moſt generally the Caſe with 
mean Poets, or Bards of humble 
Origin, was Panegyrick.— This 
procur'd him ſome Friends, and 
an the Year 1745, when the Earl 
of Cleflerfie'd went over to Tuland 
as Lord Lieutenant, Mr. Jones 
Vas recommended to the Notice 
ot that Nobleman, who has not 
deen more remarkable for his 
own ſhining Talents and Brillian- 
cy of Parts, than for his zealous 
and generous Patronage of Genius 
in whatever Perſon or of what- 
ever Rank he may chance to meet 
widh it. —His Excellency, delight- 
ed with the Diſcovery of this me- 
chanic Muſe, not only favoured 
dim with his own Notice and ge- 
„ erous Munificence, thought pro- 
ger to tranſplant this opening 
lower inte a warmer and more 
thriving Climate. He brought 
kim with bim to England, recom- 
mended him to many of the No- 
bility there, and not only by his 
Iafluence and Intereft procured 
kim a largo Subſcription for the 


gubliſhing a ColleKion of his 


ſand Acts of Friendſhip, and 1 


in the firft Part of the preſent 


Poems, but it is ſaid even took on 
himſelf the Alteration and Cor. 
rection of his Tragedy, and all 
the Care of prevailing on the Ma- 
nagers of Covent-Garden Theatre 
to bring it on the Stage.— This 
Nobleman alfo recommended him 
in the warmeſt Manner to the 
late Mr. . Colley Cibber, whoſe 
friendly and humane Diſpoſition 
induced him to ſhew him a thou- 


have even been informed that he 
made ſtrong Efforts by his Inter- 
eſt at Court to have ſecured to 
him the Succefſion of the Laurel 
after his Death. 

The Appearance of Mr. — 
Play is fo recent, and its Repre- 
ſentation ſo frequently repeated, 
that, excepting for the Sake of 
more diftant Readers, it would 
ſcarcely be neceſſary to mention 
that the Title of it is | 

The £arl ef Ess EJ. Trap, 
My Opinion of Mr. Jeres's Me. 
rit as a dramatic Writer may be 
feen in my Account of this Play 


Work. — His poetical Worth in 
his other Writings is certainly not 
in itſelf contemptible, yet is far 
from being of the firſt rate Kind, 
In ſhort, it is pretty nearly on 
a Par with that of another ruſtic 
bred Bard of this Century, whom 
the Royal Favour having given 2 
Sanction to, it became a Faſhion 
to admire his Writings, tho' the 

reateft Value that either that 

entleman's Poems or thoſe of 
our Author poſſeſſed to call them 
into Notice above Hundreds af 
the humbler Inhabitants of Par. 
naſſus, was their being produces 
by Geniuſes /entifely unculti- 
vated ; fo that, the Wonder v3 
not how Men of 4 poetical Tun 


ſhould produce ſuch Verſes - 
theirs, but how any Verſes * 
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hoyld be the Produceof a Thatch- 
et it a Bricklayer. ; 
Joxzs, Mr. Jobs. Of this 
Author I find no farther Mention 
thas that he lived in the Reign 


| of Charles 1. and wrote one very 


indifferent Play, intitled, 
DRASTA. 5 

Jonson, Ben, one of the moſt 

tonfiderable dramatic Poets of the 


e Number or the Merit of his 
oductions. He was born at 
Wflminficr in 1574, and was edu- 
cated af the public School there, 
vnder the great Camden, — He was 
deſcended from a Scots. Family; 
2nd his Father, who loſt his Eſ- 
tate vader Q. Mary, dying before 
our Poet was born, and his Mo- 
ther marrying a Bricklayer for her 
ſecond Huſbapd, Ben was taken 
from School to work at his Fa- 
ther-in-Law's Trade. Not be- 
ing captivatrd with this Employ- 
ment, he went into the Low 
Countries, and diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf in a military Capacity. 
On his Return to England he 
entered himſelf at St. Jabn's Col- 
kge Cambridge, and having killed 
a Perſon in a Duel, was con- 
demned, and narrowly eſcaped 
Trecution.— After this he turned 
Actor, and Shakeſpegre is ſaid to 
have firſt introduced him to the 
World, by recommending a Play 
of his to the Stage, after it had 
been rejected. His Achywift 
gained him ſuch Reputation that 
in 1619 he was, at the Death of 
Mr. Daniel, made Poet Laureat 
to K. James I. and Maſter of Arts 
8 Oxford. | 

As we do not find Faxſor's ceo- 
nomical Virtues any where re- 
corded, it is the leſs to be won- 
dered at, that after this we find 
bim petitioning K. Charles, on 
his Acceſſion, to enlarge his Fa- 
ther's Allowance of a hundred 


: Age; whether we conſider 
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Marks into Pounds; and quiekly 
after we learn that he was very poor 
and ſick, lodging in an obſcure. 


Alley: On which Occafion it was, 
that Charles being prevailed on in 
his Favour, ſent him ten Gui- 


neas; which Ben receiving, ſaid, 
« His Majeſty has ſent me ten 


«© Guineas becauſe I am poor, 

« and live in an Alley, go and 

ce tell him that his Soul lives in 

« an Alley.” : 

He died in Auguſt 1637, aged 
63 Years, and was buried in 
Weſimgnſter- Abbey. » 
His dramatic Compoſitions are 

very numerous, and are as fol- 

lows. 

- Alchymiſt. Com. 

So Bartholomews- Fair. Com. 

3. Cataline's Conſpiracy, Trag. 

4. Challenge at Tilt, At a Mars 
riage, printed in 1640, 

5. Chriſimai's Maſque. 

6. Cleridia. A Maſque, 

7. Cymibig's Reve/ls, Maſque. 

8. The Devil 13 an Aſs. Om. 

9. Entertainment of King James, 
in paſſing hjs Coronatjon, 

10. Entertainment in private of 
the King and Queen, on 
May Day in the Morning. 
At Sir Vn. Cormoallis's, 
at Highgate. 


11. Ditto at Theebld's, on the 


Delivery up of the Houſe 
by the E. of Salipbury. 

12. Entertainment in particular of 
the Queen and Prince, on 
mou firſt coming into the 


ingdom. 
13. Eutcriainment of the txvo Kings 


of Great- Britain and Den. 


mark, at TEeobald's. 
14. Ferry Man in bis Humour, 
om. 


15 · Every Man out of bu Hu- 


mour, Com. 


16. Fertunate Iles, and their L. 
nien celebrated. Maſgua, 
17. Golden Age reflered, 1. 


18. 
5 


— 
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18. Hymerei, &c. Maſgque. 


19. Iriſb Maſque. | 
20. King's Entertainment at 


WWelbeck, on his going to 


- Iv Storhand. + - | 
21. Lobe freed from Ignorance 
uud Folly, Maſque, 
22. Love reftored, Maſque. 

- 23. Love's Welcome, Maſque, 
for the King and Queen 
| at Bolſover, 
24. Magnetic 2 Com. 
- 25, Meſque, on Lord Hading- 
tdton's Marriage. 
26. Maſque of Augurs, 
2 Maſque of Owe, 5 
28. Maſque of Queens, | 
29. Maſque for the French Am- 
baftador. 5 5 | 
30. Metamorpboſed Gypſies. M. 
31. Mercury vindicated from the 
32. Mortimer's Fall. Fragment 
of a Trag. 5 
33. Neptune s Triumph. Maſq; 
34. News from the new World 
8 in the Moon. 

35 · Oberon, the Fairy Prince. 
__ Maſque. 

36. Paris Anniverſary, Maſq; 
37. Pleaſure reconciled to Virtue, 
_  - Maſque, 

38. Pceta/e', or bis Arraign- 
| ments, Maſy 
309. Queen s Maſques. 

| 5-4 = Shepherd, or a Tale of 

© "Robin-Hood, Paſtoral. 
At. Sejanus's Fall. Trag. 
442. Silent Woman. Com. 
43. Staple of News, Com. 
44. Tale of a Tub. Com. 
45. Time vindicated to bim ſelf, 

andꝭ to bis Honour, 


46. Volpone. Com. 
47. Go :s altered, Com. 
48. Widow. Com. 


* 


49. New Inn, or the light Heart. 


Com. Ko 
Jon vox, Mr. Thomas, lived 


in the Reign of King Charles J. 


\ Fane * 


50 


and wrote the three following re- 
gular dramatic Pieces; wit, - 
1, Fancy's Feſtivals, Maſque, 
2. Money's an Aſs. Com, 
3. Walks of Is LIN G TON ad 
Hos DoN. Com. 
I alſo. imagine that he muſt 
have ſucceeded Mr. Tatcbam in 
the diſtinguiſhed Honour of City 
Poet, as we find ſome of his 
Pieces written for the Pageant 
Ceremonials of Lord Mayor's 
Day, inthe ſame Manner as thoſe 
which are mentioned in our Ac- 
count of that Author,—Theſe, - 
of this Gentleman's which I have 
been able to trace, are no more 
than four, and thoſe at broken 
Periods ; but it is moſt probable 


that the City Poet was obliged to 


ſupply one for every Year,—The 
Titles of the four I have hinted 
at are | 

1. London's Reſurrecpion, 1671, 
2. London triumpbant, 1673. 

3. London's Glory, 1680. 
4. London's Foy, 1681. 
Whether Mr. Jordon was an Ac- 
tor by Profeſſion I know not, but 
am rather apt to imagine the con» 
trary;—Langbaine however takes 
Notice of his having acted the 
Part of Lepida, MefJalina's Me- 
ther, in a Tragedy written by 
Mr. Richards, called Meſſalira, 
Empreſs of Rome. 

Joyner, Mr. Filliam, w:s 


born in Ox ordſbire in the latter 


End of King Charles I's Reign, 
and was educated at Magdalen Col- 
lege, where he obtained a Fel- 


lowſhip, which he kept till he 
changed his Religion, on which 


he made a voluntary Reſignation 
of it, and being fond of Retite- 


ment, took great Delight in the 
Favour and Good- Will of his pri- 


vate Friends, which a natural 
Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition that he 
poſſeſſed, and an inoffenſive * 
Y | 12 


K. F. 

gente in his Behaviour, obtained 
for him in a very perfect Degree; 
nor did he think proper to inter- 
fere either in the public Contro- 
verſies of Religion or the Affairs 
of State, till, on the new model- 
ling of the Univerſity under the 
Ecclefiaftical Commiſfioners in King 
_ II's Reign, he was rein- 
ated in his former Rank in the 
College, which however he did 
not very long enjoy, for ſhortly 
af er, viz. at the Revolution, the 
College was reſtored to its: former 
Settlement, and he and the reft 
of the Fellows removed, On 
which Occaſion he again betook 
himſelf to Solitude, in an obſcure 
Village in wager, oy mth where 
he lived for many Years in the 
moſt retir d Manner, not dying 
till the 14th of Sept. 1706. 
When he firſt withdrew from Ox 
ford, he wrote one dramatic Piece, 
entitled, 

The Roman Empreſs, Trag. 
Langbaine informs us that the 


ancient Name belonging to Mr. 


Jyner's Family had been Lyde, 
and takes Notice of a little Book 
written by this Gentleman, en- 
titled Obſeruations on the Life of 
Cardinal Reginaldus Polus, in the 
Title Page of which the Author 
diſguiſes himſelf under the Ini- 
tlals E. L. which he interprets to 
Rand for Culielmus Lyde. 


P WER 


K F,——Theſe two Letters 
a + Larngbaine interprets to 
mean Francis Kirkman, and ftand 
affixed to the Dedication of a Piece 
of dramatic Satire, entitled, 
The Probjrerian Laſh. Tragi- 
om. 


K E 
Kirkman was a very great Pub- 
liſher of dramatic Works ſoon af- 
ter the Reftoration, whether 
therefore he was the Author or 
only the Editor of this Piece, is 
not extremely apparent, even al- 


lowing Mr. Langbaine s Explica- 


tion of the Initials, which more- 
over Coxeter's MS, has gi ven us to 
be X. E. 

This Kirkman, in whoſe Name 
by the Way Langbaine makes 
ſome Degree of Confuſion, calling , 
him at one Time Francis, and at 
others Jobn Kirkman,was the Pub 
liſher of a Collection of dramatic 
Pieces, under the Title of © 

The Wits, or Sport upon 

| Sport, 
confiſting of the following Farces 
or Drolle, intended for Fair» 

1. Bownci Ang be, 

2. Bubble | 
3. — 
+» mprrech, 5 
5 L Equai Rare. 0 
S. Fa Heir. 

7. Fort i Vabbur. | 

9. Grave-makers. | 
3 Love Courſe, 


13. La ou 
| Mock Teatr. 

15. Prince in Concert. 
16. Simpleton, 
17. Stallion. 
18. Surprtæe. 
19. Teſiy Lover. : 
20, eM B 0 ws 
As allo a — Part of this Col- 
lection, for which Vd. Cox, 
Raberr. | | 

KIT I, Jobn, Eſqz——This 

Gentleman, who may de fil 
living, was a Member of the Ho- 
nourable Society of the Maul 
Temple,-He was concerned with 
others in the writing a daily pe 
riodical Paper, called the 2 


. 

fal Spefator, and in ſome. other 
literary Undertakings; and is Au- 
thor of five dramatic Pieces, the 

Titles of which are as follow. 

1. Fall of Bos. Farce, 

2. Levee, | Furce. | 

3. Married Philofopher, : Com. 
4. Pill and Drop. Farce. 

58. TiMon in Love, Com. 

- KILL1GREW, Dr. Henry, — 
This Gentlemar, who was one 
of the moſt eminent Wits in 
Charles 1's Reign, was educated at 
Chriſt Church College, Oxferd, and 
there, according to Coæeter, he took 
the Degree of Doctor of Laws.— 
In whet Year he was born is not 
apparent, as the Play, on which 
Account we have admitted him 
to a Place, ſeems not to have been 
acted till ſome Time after the 
Occaſion was paſt, for which it 
was originally deſigned, wiz. the 
Celebration of the Nuptials of 
Lord Carles Herleit with the La- 
dy Mary Villiers, at which Time 
the Author was no more than ſe- 
venteen Years of Age, Which 
Circumſtance we gather from an 
Anecdote concerning it, related 
by Langbaine, that reflects Ho- 
nour on the Author. — For he 
tells us, that on its firſt Repre- 
ſentation at Black- Friars, certain 
Critics cavilled at the Character 
of Cleant bes in it, objecting that it 
was monſtrous and in paſſible, for a 
Perſon of only ſeventeen Vears 
old, as that Character is ſuppoſed 
to be, to conceive and utter ſuch 
Sentiments as he is made to ſpeak, 
and which would better ſuit the 
Lips of one of thirty Years of Age; 


4, #% , 


to which Objection the learned 


and ingenious Lord Falk/and made 
.thig very judicious: Reply in Vin- 
. dication.of the Author, viz. that 


it vas neither. monſtrous nor im- 


poſſible for one of ſeventeen Years 
te ſpeak art. ſuch a Rate; when He 
> \fbat made bim ſpeak in that Man- 


K I 
ner, and wrote the whole Play, va: 
himjelf no older,—The Title of the 
Piece, which has alſo been highly 
commended by Ben Jonſon, is 
The Conſpiracy, Trag. 

Mr, Killigrew was in Italy, moft 
probably upon his Travels, at the 
Time that this Play was firſt pub- 
liſhed, which was in 1638, by 


which Means it came out very 


imperfect and incorret,—But af. 
ter his Return, it is probable he 
might himſelf make ſome Alter- 
ations in it, and it was republiſuj- 
ed in 1653, with the altered Ti- 
tle of 

PaL LAN Tus and EuporA. 
I find no Hints whereby to trace 
out the exact Time either of the 
Birth or Death of this Author. 

K1LLIGREW, Thomas, Eſq; 
This Gentleman moſt probably 
might be related to the laſt-men- 


tioned Writer, at leaſt it is ap- 


parent that they were Cotempo- 
raries, for our preſent Author was 
firſt Page of Honour to K. Cha, I, 
and being afterwards appointed 
Croom of the Bed - Chamber to 
his Son Charles II, attended that 
Prince during his Exile. —While 
abroad he made the Tour of 
France, Italy and Spain, and in 
1651 was honoured by his Ma- 
jeſty with the Employment of 
Reſident at the Republic of /*- 
nice. „ : 
After the Reſtoration he conti- 


nued in high Favour with the 


King, and had frequently Acceſs 
to him when he was denied tothe 
firſt Peers in the Realm; and be- 
ing a Man of great Wit and Live- 


lineſs of Parts, and having from 
his long Intimacy with that Mo- 


narch, and being continually about 


his Perſon during his Troubles, 


acquired a Freedom and Fami- 
liarity with him, which even the 


Pomp of Majeſty afterwards couls 


not check in him, he * 


Kd 


Way of Jeſt, which King 
13 * = fond of, if ge- 
nuine, even tho' himſelf was the 
Object of the Satire, would ad- 
venture bold Truths which ſcarce- 
ly any one beſides woul1 have 
dared even to hint at, One Sto- 

in particular is related of him, 


which, if true, is a ſtrong Proof 


of the great Lengths he would 
ſometimes proceed in his Free- 
doms of this Kind, which 1s as 
follows; When the King's un- 
bounded Paſſion for Women had 
given his Miſtreſs ſuch an Aſcen - 
dant over him, that, like the ef- 
feminate Perſian Monarch, he was 
much fitter to have handled a 
Diſtaff than to wield a Sceptre, 
and for the Converſation ' of his 
Concubines utterly neglected the 
moſt important Affairs of State, 
Mr. Killjgrew went to pay his 
Majeſty a Viſit in his private A- 
partments, habited like a Pilgrim 
who was bent on a long Journey, 
—The King, ſurprized at the 
Oddity of his Appearance, imme- 
diately aſked him what was the 
Meaning of it, and whither he 
was going ?—To Hell, bluntly re- 
plied the Wag.—Prithee, ſaid the 
King, cobat can your Errand be to 
that Place? To fetch back Oliver 
Cromwell, (rejoined he) that be 
may take ſome Care of the Affairs of 
England, for hrs Succeſſor takes none 
at all, 

One more Story is related of 
him, which is not barren of Hu- 
mour, King Charles's Fondneſs 
for Pleaſure, to which he almoſt 
always made Buſineis give Way, 
uſed frequently to delay Affairs of 
Conſequence from his Majeſty's 
diſappointing the Council of his 
Preſence when met for the Diſ- 
patch of Bufineſs, which Neglect 
gave great Diſguſt and Offence to 
many of thoſe who were treated 
vith this ſeeming Diſreſpect.— 


K I 


On one of theſe Occaſions the 


Duke'of Lauderdale, who was na- 


turally impetuous and turbulent, 
quitted the Council-Chamber in a 
violent Paſſion, and, meeting Mr. 
Killigrew preſently after, expreſſed 
himfelf on the Occaſion in very 
diſreſpectful Terms of his Ma- 
jeſty,—£K:/hgrew begg'd his Grace 
to moderate his Paſſion, and of- 
fer'd to lay him a Wager of an 
hundred Pounds that he himſelf 
would prevail on his Majeſty to 
come to Council in half an Hour. 
— The Duke, ſurprized at the 
Boldneſs of the Aſſertion, and 
warmed by his Reſentment againſt 
the King, accepted the Wager, on 
which KAilligrew immediately 
went to the King, and, without 
Ceremony, told him what had 
happen'd; adding theſe Words, 
* I know that your Majeſty hates 
Lauderdale, tho* the Neceſſity 
“of your Affairs compels you to 
© carry an outward Appearance 
« of Civility; now, if you'chuſe 
ce to be rid of a Man who is thus 
<« diſagreeable to you, you need 
« only go this once to Council ; 


«& for I know his covetous Diſpo- 


ce ſition ſo perfectly, that I am 
<« well perſuaded, rather than pay 
ce this hundred Pounds he wouid 
© hang himſelf out of the Way, 
© and never plague you more. 
The King was ſo pleaſed with the 
Archneſs of this Obſervation, that 
he immediately replied, Well they, 
Killigrew, I poſitively will go. 
And kept his Word accordingly. 

During his Reſidence abroad 
he applied the greateſt Part of his 
leiſure Hours to the Study and 
Practice of Poetiy, and particu- 
larly dramatic Writings, ſeveral 


of his Plays being compoſed in 


that Period of Time.— To this 
Sir Jobn Denbam humorouſly als 
ludes, and alſo draws a Character 
of qur Author extremely conſiſte ro 
wit 


1 
with the Circumſtances we have 
been relating of him, in his Copy 
of Verſes on Mr.)Kiligrew's Re- 
turn from his Embaſſy at Venice. 


OP 
Our Refident Tom, 
From Venice it come, 


| And bas befe the Stateſman bebind 
bim 3 ; 


mM Ne 
Talks at the ſame Pitch, 
Is as wife, iu as rich, 


; obere bim, 
—_— you 


II. 
But cube ſays be is not 
4 Mas of = — 
May repent this falſe Accuſution ; 
* Having plotted and pen d 
Six Plays to attend | 
The Farce of bis Negociation. 


However, tho' Sir Jabs Den- 
ham here hints at only fix, Mr. 
Killigrew wrote nine Plays while 
abroad, and two after he came 
home ; the Names of them all 
are as follows, | 
1. BzLLAMIRA, ber Dream, 

two Parts. Tragi-Com. 
2, Cicit1a and CrorinDA, 
two Parts. Tragi- Com. 
3. CLanaxiitila. Tr.-Com. 
4. Parſon's Wedding. Com. 
5. Pilgrim, Trag. 
6. Princeſs. Tragi 
7. Priſeners, Com. 
8. Tuns Aso, two Parts. C. 

KI Ties zw, Thomas, Eq; 
As if the Name of gr was 
of nſelf a Warrant to the Title 
of Wit, this Century has, as well 
as the two preceding ones, pro- 
ducad an Avthor: of that Name, 

He was Gentleman of the Bed- 
Chamber to his late Majeſty when 
Phy, emitled, f 
4 Gb Chat. % Com. 


K1iticetw, Sir Will 
Knt,—This Gentleman's Father 
was Sir Robert Killigrew, Knight, 


Chamberlain to Queen E!izabe;, 


— He was born in May 160g, at 


the Manor of Hamworth, near 


Hampton-Court, and was enter'd a 


Gentleman Commoner in St. 


abn's College, Oxford, in Mid. 
ummer Term of the Year 1622. 
— Here he continued for about 
three Years, at the Expiration of 
which he ſet out on his Travels, 
and made the Tour of Europe,— 
What Time be ſpent abroad does 


not exactly appear; but we find 


him, after his Return, appointed 
Governor of Pendennis Caſtle and 
Falmouth Haven, both in the 
County of Cornwall, and alſo put 
in the Command of the Militia * 
of the Weſtern Part of that 


County, p 


His next Promotion brought 
him to Court, as.an immediate 
Attendant on the King's own Per- 
ſon, being made one of the Gen- 
tlemen Uthers of the Privy Cham- 
ber, which Poſt he kept till the 
breaking out of the Ci: il Wars, 
when he had the Command of 
the two great Troops of thoſe that 
guarded the King's Perſon during 
the whole Courſe of the War be· 
tween the King and Parliament 
beſtowed on him,——He was in 
Attendance on the King at the 
Time that the Court reſided at 
Ora in the Year 1642, at which 
Time he alſo was admitted to the 
Degree of Doctor of Civil Law. 
But, when the King's Affairs 
bad fallen into fuch a Situation 
as to be apparently paſt Recovery, 
he thought it the moſt prudent 
Step, tho he was under a Neceſ- 
ſity of ſuffering by his Attach- 
meat to the Royal Cauſe to enter 


into a: Compeſition for his Eſtate 


with 


K I 
vith the Committee of Sequeſ- 
trations. 


Tho' Ki ng Charles II. was not 


remarkable: for his Returns of 
Gratitude co thoſe who had been 
eufferers En the Intereſts of his 
Family, yet in this Inſtance he 
contradicte d his general Conduct, 
for this Gentleman was one of the 
firſt among his Father's Servants 
that he tcok Notice of, firſt re- 
ſtoring hit n to the Poſt of Gentle- 
man Uſher of the Privy Cham- 
ber, which he had held under 
Charles I. and afterwards, on his 
own Marriage with Donna Catha- 
nne of Portugal, creating him her 
Majeſty's firſt Vice-Chamberlain, 
which honourable Station he held 
for two and twenty Years, when, 
being greatly advanced in Life, 
retired from Court, and, from 


ſome Books which he publiſhed 


after that Time, ſeems to have 


devoted the Remainder of his Life 
to a due Preparation for his 
being called to another World, 
which Event happencd to him in 


the Year 1693, at which Tune 


he was eighty - cight Years of 
Age. | 

I do not find any Mention 
made by former Writers of what 
Eſtimation he was held in by 
his Cotemporaries with Reſpect 
to Genius, And indeed, ex- 
cepting his dramatic Pieces, I 
find nothing of his in Print till 
the Time when, in the entire 
Decline of Life, he publiſhed a 
Collection of detached Thoughts 
and Reflections on the Inſtability 
of human Happineſs, when fixed 
on any other Views than thoſe 
which are to ariſe from the En- 
joyments of another State. —Nis 
dramatic Works, however, re- 


ceived the Commendations of Mr. 
Waller, Sir Robert Stapleton, and 
others, and they arc the fol- 


lowing, 


* 


Bl 


1. Imperial Tragedy. (attributed 
to him only.) 
2, OxMasDES, Tragi-Com, 
3. PAN DORA. Tragi-Com. 
4. SkLIN DRA. Tragi-Com. 
5. Siege of UR BIN. Tragi- 
Com. : 
KIR E, Mr. Jobn.— 07 2 
Author I can trace nothing far- 
ther than that all Writers a- 
gree in placing him in the Reign 
of King Charles I. and naming 
him as the Author of one Piece, 


entitled, 
Seven Champions of Chriſtendom, 
Play, 8 
KNEVET, Mr. Ralph, was a 
Nor fol Gentleman, and Cotem- 
porary with Mr, Kirke above 
mentioned,—He wrote one little 
Piece, which was intended only 
for a private Repreſentation at- 
the Floriſt's Feaſt at 1TVortorch, 
entitled, | 
Ru obo ard Infts, Paſtoral. 
KNIPE, Mr. Charles, —Ot this 
Gentleman I know little moie 
than of the foregoing Author, — 
He was, however, one of the 
Genii of the Infancy of the pre- 
ſent Century, and Author of one 
Petite Prece of the Theatre, which 
met with ſome Applauſe at its 
firſt Appearance, entitled, 
A City Ramble, Farce of two 
Acts. | os 
KVD, Mr. Thomas, lived in 
the Reign of Queen Elixabetb, 
and wrote, or rather tranſlated, 
one dramatic Piece, entitled, 
Pomp E Y the Great, his Fair 
 CorNELI1A's Tragedy. 
Kvrrix, Mr. Maurice, — Of 


this Gentleman I know nothing 


more than the finding his Name 
in Coxeter's MS, Notes, as one of 
the firſt Tranſlators into ENR 
of one of the Comedies of Terence, 
VIZ, 
ANDRIA., 
PENDINX, 


; tu! . 


Com. Vid. Ar- 
He 
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with the Circumſtances we have 
deen relating of him, in his Copy 
of Verſes on Mr.\Kiligrow's Re- 
turn from his Embaſſy at Venice. 


J. 


Our Refident Tom, 
From Venice is come, 


And bas left the Stateſman bebind 


bim; | 
Talks at the ſame Pitch, 


Is as wwife, ta as rich, 


od juft „ 


find bim 
| II. 
But who ſays be is 
repent this falſe Arcuſution ; 
898 — an annce 
Six Plays to attend 


However, tho' Sir Job» Den- 
ham here hints at only fix, Mr, 
Killigrew wrote nine Plays while 
abroad, and two after he came 
home ; the Names of them all 
are as follows, | 
1. Bzxiitamnira, ber Dream, 

two Parts, Tragi-Com. 

2, Cicit1Aa and CrorinDA, 

two Parts. Tragi- Com. 

3. CLantaxiitla Pr.-Com. 

4. Parſon's Wedding, Com, 

5. Pilgrim, Trag. 

6. Princeſs. Tragi-Com. 

'4 Priſeners, Com. | 

$. TronanAso, two Parts. C. 

KIT Ien zw, Thomas, Eſq; 
As if the Name of lige was 
of itſelf a Warrant to the Title 
of Wit, this Century has, as well 
as the two preceding ones, pros» 
duced- an Avthoe: of that Name, 
—— He was Gentleman of the Bed- 
Chamber to his late Majeſty when 
Prince of Mals, and wrote one 


Phy, emitled, 
thi 


Chet. - Com. 


County, 


-K 1 
K1riticaew, Sir Will 


Knt,—This Gentleman's Father 
was Sir Robert Killigreep, Knight, 


Chamberlain to Queen E!jzabers, 


— He was born in May 1605, at 
the Manor of Hamtbortb, near 
Hampton-Court, and was enter'd a 


_ Gentleman Commoner in St. 


John's College, Oxferd, in Mid. 
ſummer Term of the Year 1622. 
-— Here he continued for about 
three Years, at the Expiration of 
which he ſet out on his Travels, 


and made the Tour of Europe,— 


What Time be ſpent abroad does 
not exactly appear; but we find 
him, after his Return, appointed 
Governor of Pendennis Caſtle and 
Falmouth Haven, both in the 
County of Cornwall, and alfo put 
in the Command of the Militia 
of the Weſtern Part of that 


His next Promotion brought 
him to Court, as an immediate 
Attendant on the King's own Per- 
ſon, being made one of the Gen- 
tlemen Uſhers of the Privy Cham- 
ber, which Poſt he kept till the 
breaking out of the Ci: il Wars, 
when he had the Command of 
the two great Troops of thoſe that 
guarded the King's Perſon during 
the whole Courſe of the War bc- 
tween the King and Parliament 
beſtowed on him. He was in 
Attendance on the King at the 
Time that the Court reſided at 
Mrd in the Year 1642, at which 
Time he alſo was admitted to the 
Degree of Doctor of Civil Law. 
But, when the King's Affairs 
bad fallen into fuch a Situation 
as to be apparently paſt Recovery, 
he thought it the moſt prudent 
Step, tho he was under a Neceſ- 
ſity of ſuffering by his Attach- 
meat to the Royal Cauſe to enter 
into a Compoſition for his 3 

WI 
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vith the Committee of Sequeſ. 


trations. 
Tho' Ki ng Charles II. was not 


remarkable for his Returns of 
Gratitude ico thoſe who had been 
eufferers En the Intereſts of his 
Family, yi2t in this Inſtance he 
contradicte d his general Conduct, 
for this Gentleman was one of the 
firſt amon 3 his Father's Servants 
that he te ole Notice of, firſt re- 
ſtoring hit n to the Poſt of Gentle- 
man Uſher of the Privy Cham- 
ber, which he had held under 


Charles I. and afterwards, on his 
own Mar.riage with Donna Catha- + 
une of Portugal, creating him her 


Majeſty's firſt Vice-Chamberlain, 
which honourable Station he held 
for two and twenty Years, when, 
being greatly advanced in Life, 
retired from Court, and, from 
| ſome Books which he publiſhed 
after that Time, ſeems to have 
devoted the Remainder of his Life 
to a due Preparation for his 
being called to another World, 
which Event happencd to him in 
the Year 1693, at which Tune 
he was eighty - cight Years of 
Age. | 

I do not find any Mention 
made by former Writers of what 
Eſtimation he was held in by 
his Cotemporaries with Reſpect 
to Genius, ——And indeed, ex- 
cepting his dramatic Pieces, I 
find nothing of his in Print till 
the Time when, in the entire 
Decline of Life, he publiſhed a 
Collection of detached Thoughts 
and Reflections on the Inſtability 
of human Happineſs, when fixed 
on any other Views than thoſe 
which are to ariſe from the En- 
joyments of another State. —Nis 
dramatic Works, however, re- 
ceived the Commendations of Mr, 


Waller, Sir Robert Stapleton, and . 


others, and they arc the fol- 
lowing, 


, * 


K Y 
I. Imperial Tragedy. (attributed 
to him only.) 
2. ORMASDES. Tragi-Com, 
3. PAN DORA. Tragi-Com. 
4. SELINDRA. Tragi-Com. 
5. Siege of UR BIN. Tragi- 
Com. | ; | 
KIR x, Mr. Pobn,—Of 21s 
Author J can trace nothing far- 
ther than that all Writers a- 
gree in placing him in the Reign 
of King Charles I. and naming 
him as the Author of one Piece, 
entitled, 
Seven Champions of Chriſtendom, 
lay, | 
KnxEveT, Mr. Ralph, was a 
Norfolk Gentleman, and Cotem- 
porary with Mr, Kirke above 
mentioned.—He wrote one little 
Piece, which was intended only 
for a private Repreſentation at. 
the Floriſt's Feaſt at 1Vorewrch, 
entitled, | 
RyuopoN ard Iu 18. Paſtoral. 
KNIPE, Mr. Charles, Of this 
Gentleman I know little moie 
than of the foregoing Author.— 
He was, however, one of the 
Genii of the Infancy of the pre- 
ſent Century, and Author of one 
Petite Piece of the Theatre, which 
met with ſome Applauſe at its 
firſt Appearance, entitled, 
A City Ramble, Farce of two 
Acts. ER 
KyD, Mr. Thomas, lived in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
and wrote, or rather tranſlated, 
one dramatic Piece, entitled, 
Pou EV the Great, his Fair 
CoRNELIA's Tragedy. 
Kvrrix, Mr, Maurice, — Of 
this Gentleman I know nothing 
more than the finding his Name 
in Coxeter's MS, Notes, as one of 
the firſt Tranſlators into Eng 
of one of the Comedies of Terence, 
3 | 
AN DpRIA. Com. Vid. Ar- 
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He wrote in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and ſeems, from 
C.rcumſtances relating to this 
Play, to have been Tutor to the 

Children of the celebrated Lord 
Buckburſt, a particular which of 
itſelf is ſufficient to give us a very 
favourable Idea of his literary 
Abilities, 


L. 


ACY, Mr, 7obr, flouriſh- 
ed in the Reign of King 
Charles II. He was born near 
Doncaſter in Yorkſhire, and was at 
firſt bred a Dancing-Maſter, but 
afterwards went into the Army, 
| having a Licutenant's Commiſſion 
and Warrant as Quarter-Maſter 
under Colonel Charles Gerrard. 
The Charms of a military Life, 
however, he quitted to go upon 
the Stage, in which Profeſſion, 
from the Advantages of a fine 
Perſon, being well ſhaped, of a 
good Stature and well propor- 
tioned, added to a ſound critical 
Judgment, and a large Share of 
comic Humcur, he arrived at fo 
gteat a Height of Excellence, as 


to be univerſally admired ; and in 


particular was fo high in the Eſ- 
teem of King Charles II. that his 
Majefty had his PiQture painted 
in three ſeveral Characters, viz. 
Teague 1n the Committee, Scruple 
in the Cheats, and Galliard in the 
Variety; which Picture is ſtill 
preſerved at Nindſor Caſtle.— His 
Caſt of acting was chiefly in Co- 
medy, and his Writings are all 
of that Kind, he being the Au- 
thor of the four following Plays, 
i. Dumb Lady. Com 
4. 0 Troop. Com, 


L A 
J. SAWNEY the Scit, Com, 
4. Sir HERCULES Bur roox. 
Com. 

The laſt of theſe was not brought 
on the Stage till three Vears after 
the Author's Death, which hap. 
pened on the 17th of Sr, 1681, 
Mr. Durfey, who wrote the pro- 
logue to it, has, in the followi 
Lines, paid a very great, but, a; 
it appears, a very deſerving Com- 
pliment to Mr. Lacy's theatrical 


Abilities, in Reference to the Ad- 


vantages the Pieee might have re- 


ceived from the Author's own 


Perſormance in it, had he been 
living. 


Know, that fam'd Lacy, Orna- 
ment o tb' Stage, 

Tat Standard of true Comedy 

in our Age, 

Wrote this new Play. — 

And of it takes net, all that te 
can ſay on't, 

It, we've bis Fiddle, nat hi 

Hands, to play on't, 


Lanoron p, Mr.— This Gen- 


tleman is perhaps better known 


in the polite than in the poetical 


World, ftanding at this Time the 
foremoſt in Renown among a 
Set of Orators, whoſe Eloquence 
muſt be confeſſed of the moſt per- 
fect and powerful Kind, ſince it 
has that amazing Prevalence of 
perſuading Mankind to part with 
even their Money.—In a Word, 
to leave Ambiguities, he is the 
moſt celebrated Auctioneer of this 
Age, and Succeſſor in that Pro- 
feſſion to the great Mr. Cock. 
His Succeſs, or perhaps his Merit, 
has not been equally great in the 


Exerciſe of his Pen as in that of 


another more valuable Weapon 
for the only dramatic Piece, I be- 
jieve, which he has attempted, 


tho” it is in print, was never 


acted, 


L A 
(lcd, nor indeed ſeems to lay any 
jut Claim to that Honour, —lt 
vas entitled, 

The Mad Captain. Com. 

LANs DOWN FE, Lord, was fe- 
cond Son of Bernard Granville, 
and Grand-Son of the famous Sir 
Feville Granville, who was killed 
at the Battle of LZanſuowwne in 
1643,—This Nobleman received 
the firft Principles of Education 
in France, under Sir Vm. Ellis, a 
Gen:lcman afterward diſtinguiſh- 
ed in many public Employments. 
When the Nation was diſturbed 
hy the Commotions occaſioned by 
tte Endeavours of James II. to 
introduce the Popiſh Religion, 
Lord Lanſdeaune, who had early 
imbibed Principles of Loyalty, be- 
ing of a Family which had ſuf. 
fered in the Cauſe of Charles I. 
folicited his Father's Permiſſion 
to engage in the Party of this in- 
fatuated Prince: Whether he 


really did, or did not join him, 


is not known; but there was no 
Opportunity for him to ſignalize 
kis Courage, as the Revolution 
wa? accompliſhed without any 
Loſs of Blood. | 

In 1702 he tranſlated the ſe- 
cond Coe of Demoſthenes : he 


was elected Member for the 


County of Cornwall in 1710; and 
ſoon after made Secretary at War. 
He was next made Comptroller of 
tie Houſhold, then Treaſurer; 
and ſworn of. the Privy Council: 
and created Baron T.anſdozwne of 
Biddeford in De vonſbire.— On the 
acceſſion of King George I. he 
was committed to the Terver on 
an Impeachment for High Trea- 
ln; but was honourably diſ- 
charged without Trial.——He died 
in 1735. 

He wrote, 

I, She Gallants, 

2. Heroic Love. 


Com, 
Trag. 


L E 
3. Ba TIs H Enchanters, Dram. 
Open. | 

4. PELEvus and ThtT1s, M. 
LIAN ARD or LEANERD, 
Mr. Jobn.— So Coxeter has cor- 
rected the Name of this Gentle- 
man, who lived in the Reign of 
Charles II. — Mr. Langbaine has 
treated him with great Severity, 
and indeed a Degree of Scurrility, 
which had ſomewhat the Ap- 
pearance of perſonal Pique and 
Reſentment.— He has called him 
« a confident Plagiary, whom he 
« diſdains to ſtile an Author; 
© one, who, tho' he would be 
« efteem'd the Father, is at beſt 
«© but the Midwife to the Labours 
« of others ;'* and that, © Crpſy- 
&« /ike, he begs with ſtolen Chil- 

« dren, that he may raiſe the 


© more Compaſſion.” —Yet, beg- 


ging Mr, Langbaine's Pardon, who 
by the bye oa many Occaſions 
ſhews himſelf to be far from an 
impartial Writer, tho' Plagiariſm 
be a Fault, this Gentleman 1s not 
more guilty of it than many 
whom he has let paſs without 
ſo ſevere a Cenſure.- And altho* 
he may have borrowed from o- 
thers, yet he ſeems to have had 
at leaſt ſome Merit of his own, 
fince Jacoò has attributed to him 
an original Play, fiom which 
one of our moſt entertaining Co- 
mic Writers, viz. Colley Cibber, 


has borrowed the greateſt Part of 


a very entertaining Comedy, and 
which is frequently acted to this 
Day, viz. She con d and ſbe wou'd 
not, —The Play of Mr. Leanerd's 
is entitled 

The Caunterfeits. Com. 
The two other dramatic Pieces, 
which our Author has publiſhed 
under his own Name, and for 
which Mr. Langbaine has attack - 
ed him with ſo much Warmth 
and Violence, are entitled, 

U 1. Coun 
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1. Country Innocence. Com. cover the Uſe of his Reaſon fofar 

2. Rambling Juſtice. Com. as to be diſcharged from his me. 

LEE, Nathaniel, a very emi- lancholy Conſinement; but he 
nent dramatic Poet of the laſt did not long ſurvive has Enlarge. 
Century, was the Son of a Cler- ment: dying at the early Age of 
gyman, who gave him a liberal Thirty-four. C:bber, in his Lives 
Education, —He received his firſt of the Poets, ſays he periſhed un- 
Rudiments of Learning at Feſimin- fortunately in a Night Ramble, 
fler School, from whence he went in London Streets; and other Wri- 
to Trinity College, Cambridge. — ters mention the ſame Thing: 
Coming to London, however, his and probably this was the End 
Inclination promoted him to ap- of poor Nat. Lee /—His dramatic 
pear on the Theatre; but he was Pieces are, | 
not more ſucceſsful in repreſent= 1. NzRro, Emperor of Row, 
ing the Thoughts of other Men, 2. SOPHONISBA, or HANRI- 


than many a Genius beſides, who BAL's Overtbrav, 
have teen equally unfortunate in 3. The Rival Queens, or Ar 

_ treading the Stage, although they LEXANDER the Great. 
knew ſo well how to write for it. 4. M1THRIDATES, King of \ 
Be producedeleven Tragedies, all PoN Tus. 8 \ 
of which contain a very great Por- 5. ThyxoposIus, or the Force | 
tion of true Poetic Enthuſiaſm. of Love. 
Nov, if any ever felt the Paſ- 6. CS AR BORGIA. 
ſion of Love more truly; nor 7. Lucius Junivs Bxurrs. 
could any one deſcribe it with Cibber deems this the belt 
more Tenderneſs.— Addiſon com- of his Tragedies.) 


mends his Genius highly; ob- 8. CoNs TAN TINE the Great, 
ſerving that none of our Eng/i/h g. The Princeſs of CLEvI. 
Poets had a happter Turn for 10. The Maſſacre of Paris, 
Tragedy, although his natural 11, Groriana, or the Court of 
Fire and unbridled Impetuoſity Aucusrus. 
hurried him beyond all Bounds Beſides the above Tragedies, Lee 
of Probability, and ſometimes was concerned with Dryden in 
were quite out of Nature,-The writing the Duke of Guiſe, and 
Truth is, this Poet's Imagination that other excellent Tragedy en- 
ran away with his Reaſon; ſo titled Osdipus.— He alſo revived 
that at length he became quite Shakeſpear's King Lear, in which 
crazy: and grew ſo bad, that his he made ſome Alterations, and 
Friends were obliged to confine brought it on the Stage in 1681. 
bim in Bedlam ; where he made —His Theodoſius and Alexander the 
that famous witty Reply to a Cox- Great are Stock-Plays, and to this 
comb Scribbler, who had the Cru- Day are often ated with great 
elty to jeer him with his Misfor- Applauſe.— Mr. Barry has been 
tune, by obſerving that it was an particularly fortunate in the Cha- 
ealy Thing to write like a Mad- rater of the Macedonian Hero. 
man : — Vo, ſaid Lee, it is not an Lz6ccr, Thomas, ——Of this 
eaſy Thing to write like a Madman; Writer I know nothing more than 
but it is very eaſy to vurite like a the Name, which Langbaine tell 
Fool. FOE 8 us is inſerted in a Catalogue of 


Lee had the goed Fortune to re- Plays printed with Maſe Na 
7 : 4%, 
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Jew, and there ſaid to be the 
Author of a Play, called 

The Deſrucrion of IER VSA“. 

LEM, | 

Leicn, Mr. John, was an 
Actor, but of no very great Emi- 
nence, and therefote ſhould be 
diftinguiſhed from the great Leigh, 
who was Cotemporary with Un- 
dirbil, Betterten, &c.— He was a 
Native of Ireland, and made his 

- firſt theatrical Eſlay on the Stage 

in Dublin. From thence he came 
over to London, where, from his 
having the Advantage of a good 
Figure, he was engaged by the 
late Mr. Rich in a Company with 
which, in the Year 1714, he 
ozened the Theatre Royal at 
Lincoln's -Inn Fields. — But, tho? 
be continued on the Stage ſor 
twelve Years after, he made no 
conũderable Advances towards 
tueatrical Excellence, — He died 
in 1726, in the 37th Year of his 
Age, and left behind him two 
dramatic Pieces, entitl d, | 

1. Hob's Wedaing. Farce, 

2. Kenſingten Gardens, Com. 

*LENXOX, Mrs. Arabella — 
This Lady, who is now living, 
rd an Authoreſs by Profeſſion, 
has raiſed her Fame on the Foun- 
cation of Novel - Writing, of 
which ſhe has produced ſeveral, 
72, the Female Quixote, Henri tta, 
Shia, &c. which are far from 
wanting Merit in their Way; 
yet ſhe would have had no Right 
ta any Mention in this Place but 


publiſhed, which, tho' never act- 


— 
- — 


* Her Maiden Name was Ramſay, 
She <vas the Daughter of aNorth- 
American Gentleman; and it 
fpould ſeem, from ſome of ber 
Peems, that fee is a Native © 
New-York ; on vbich Place # 4 
bes Written g ſcvcre Satire, 


for one little Piece that ſhe has 


1 


ed, has yet ſome Connection with 
the Drama; it is entitled, 
PuILANDER. Dram. Paſtoral, 
LEwWwis, Mr. — This Gentle- 
man, according to Whincop, was 
living in the Year 1747, and pro- 


| bably may be ſo at this Time, — 


The ſame Writer alſo informs us, 
that he was favoured with the 
Efteem and Friendſhip of Mr, 
Pope, as likewife that he was 
Author of one Dramatic Piece, 
entitled, 

PHILIP of MacEpon, Trag. 

LILLOo, George, was by Pro- 
feſſion a Jeweller, and was born 
in the Neighbourhood of Moor- 
gate in London, on the 4th of Feb. 
1693, in which Neighbourhood 
he purſued his Oceupation for ma- 
ny Vears with the faireſt and 
moſt unblemiſhed Character. — He 
was bred up in the Principles of 
the Proteſtant Difſenters ; but let 
his Religious Trats have been 
what they would, he would have 
been an Honour to any Set he 
had adher'd to.—He was ſtrongly 
attached to the Muſes, yet ſ:em'd 
to have laid it down as a Maxim, 
that the Devotion paid to them 
ought always to terd to the Pro- 
motion of Virtue, Morality and 
Religion, —In the Purſuance of 
this Aim Mr. Lillo was happy in 
the Choice of his Subjects, and 
ſhew'd great Power of affecting 
the Heart, by working up the 
Paſſions to ſuch a Height, as to- 
render the Diſtreſſes of common 
and domeſtic Life equally inter- 
eſting to the Audiences as that 
of Kings and Heroes, and the 
Ruin brought on private Families 
by an Indulgence of Avartce, Luſt, 
Ec. as the Havock made in States 


and Empires, by Ambition, Cru- 


elty or Tyranny, ——His Ceerge 
Barnwell, Fatal Curigſity, and Ar- 
den f Feverſtam, are all planned 
n common and well kusun Sto- 
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ries; yet they have perhaps more 


Audience, than the more pompous 
Tragedies of Alexander the Great. 
All fer Love, &c. particularly the 
firſt of tte n, which, being found- 


many of the Critics of that Time, 
who went to the firſt Repreſenta- 
tion of it, formed ſo contemptible 
an Idea of the Piece in their Ex- 


the Ballad, ſome Thouſands of 
which were uſed in one Day on 
this Account, in order to draw 
Compariſons between that and 
the Play. — But the Merit of the 
Play ſoon got the better of this 
Contempt, and preſented them 
with Scenes written ſo truly to 
the Heart, that they were com- 
pelled to ſubſeribe to the Power, 
and drop their Ballads to take up 
their Handkerchiefs. 

Mr. Lillo, as I before obſerved, 
has been happy in the Choice of 
his Subjects; his Conduct in the 
Management of them is no leſs 
meritorious, and his Pathos very 
gteat.— If there is any Fault to 
be objected to his Writings, it is 
that ſometimes he affects an Ele- 


the Simplicity of his Subject, and 
tbe ſuppoſed Rank of his Cha- 
racters; but the Cuſtom of Fra- 
gedy will ſtand in ſome Degree of 
"Excuſe for this, and a ſtill better 
Argument perhaps may be ad- 
mited in Vindication, not only of 
our preſent Author, but of other 
Writers in the like Predicament, 
which is, that even Nature itſelf 
will juſtify this Conduct, ſince 
we find even the moſt humble 
Characters in real Life, when un- 


treſs, or actuated by the Influence 


Times be elevated to an Aptneſs 
of Expreſſion and Power of Lan- 


frequently drawn Tears from an 


ed on a well-known old Ballad, 


rals, great Good-Nature, and a 
pectations, that they purchaſed. 


vation of Stile ſomewhat above 


der peculiar Circumſtances of Diſ- 


of any violent Paſſions, will at 


LI 
guage, not only greatly ſuperiok 
to themſelves, but even to the 
general Language of Converſation 
of Perſons of much higher Rank 
in Life, and of Minds more per. 
fectly cultivated, | 

This Author died September z, 
1739, in the 47th Year of his 
Age, leaving behind him the 
Character of a Man of ſtrict Mo- 


ſound Underſtanding; and, what 
added a double Luſtre to all theſe 
Perfections, endued with an un- 
common Share of Modeſty.— 
Fkincop (or the Compiler of the 
Liſt of Plays affixed to his Scan- 
der beg has indeed ſpoke but 
ſlightingly of his Genius, on Ac- 
count of ſome little Sort of Ri- 
valſhip and Pique ſubſiſting be. 
tween that Gentleman and our 
Author, with Reſpect to a Tra- 
gedy of the latter's, entitled the 
Chriſtian Hero, written on the 
ſame Story with the Scanderbeg of 
the former, —-—Notwithſtanding 
which, uncer the Sanction not 
only of the Succeſs of his Pieces, 
but alſo of the Commendations 
beſtowed on them by Mr. Pope, 
and other indiſputable Judges, 1 
ſhall venture to affirm that Mr, 
Lilh is far from ſtanding in the 
loweſt Rank of Merit (however he 
may be ranged with Reſpect to 
Fame) among our dramatic Wri- 
ters. >: | 
His dramatic Pieces are ſeven 
in Number, and their Titles as 
follow, | 
1. ARDEN of FEVERSHAM, 
Trag. Vid. ADDaENDA. 
to Vol. I. 
2. Chriſtian Hero. Trag. 
3. Elmerick. Frag. 

4. Fatal Curigſity. Trag. 
5. Loxnyow Merchant, Trag. 
Vid. APPENDIX, 

6. MARINA. Play, 3 Accs, 
7. SYLVIA, Ballad Opera. 
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Lr.ovyD, Mr. Robert, was for- 
verly one of the Uſhers of V. 
ner School, but at preſent 1 
telieve employs his literary Ta- 
ents moſtly in the Service of the 
Preſs, He was Author of a 
only gave Proofs of great Judg- 
ment in the Subject he was treat- 
ing of, but had alſo the Merit of 
ſmooth Verfification and great 
Strength of Poetry. —Some little 
peems, however, which he has 
publiſhed fince, ſeem ſcarcely e- 
eual to the Specimen of Abilities 
ſet forth in that Piece. In the 
Beginning of the Pozrical War, 
which for ſome Time paſt raged 
among the living Wits of this 
Age, and to which the celebrated 
Riciad ſounded the firſt Charge, 
Mr. Lloyd was ſuſpected to be the 
Author of that Poem. That 
Charge, however, he exculpated 
himſelf from, by an Advertiſe- 
ment in the public Papers, on 
which Occaſion the real Author, 
Mr. Churchill, boldly ſtep'd forth, 
and in the ſame public Manner 
declared himſelf; and drew on 
that Torrent of Anti- Roſciads, 
Apologies, Murphiads , Cburchil- 
lads, Examiners, &c. which for a 


long Time kept up the Attention 


and employed the Geniuſes of the 
greateſt Part of the critical World, 
Mr.. Lloyd is ſaid to be Author 
of one little dramatic Piece of 
laſt Seaſon's Growth, entitled, 
Ax c ADIA. Dram, Paſtoral, 
Vid. Ap PENODIx. | 
Locxkman, Mr, John, Secre- 


tary to the Hritiſb Herring Fiſhery, 


—His poeticat Talents ſeem not 
very extenſive, as the greateſt Part 
ef what he has favoured the 
World with of that Sort, have 
deen only a few Songs, Odes, &c. 


; written on temporary Subjects, 


and intended to receive the Ad- 
vantage of muſical Compoſition 


Poem called the Actor, which not 


WS, 
before they reached the Publir.— 
I find, however, to Pieces of 
the dramatic Kind, bcth of them 
deſigned to be ſet to Muſic, but 
only the firſt of them, I believe, 
ever performed, They are en- 
titled, : | 

i, DAvI D'? Lamentations, 

Oratorio, 

2. RoSALINDA, Dram, Piece. 
Mr. Lockman has been concerned 
in ſeveral Tranſlations and Com- 
pilements of very confiderable 
Works ; particularly the General 
Dictionary and Blainwill's Travels, 

Lok, Themas, M. D.—The 
Family from which this Gentle- 
man was deſcended had its Reſi- 
dence in Lincolnſhire, but whether 
the Doctor himſelf was born there, 
ſeems not very eaſy to aſcertain, 
—Langbaire and Jacob, and after 
them Mpbincop and Chetzword, who 
in the general are little more than 
Copiers, run into the Miſtake of 
giving this Gentleman his Educa- 


tion at the Univerſity of Cam- 


bridge, whereas Wood informs us 
that it was at Oxford he was edu- 
cated, where he made his firſt 
Appearance about 1573, and was 
afterwards à Scholar under the 
learned Dr. Hobye of Trinity Col- 
lege.—Here he made very conſi- 
derable Advances in Learning, 
dedicated fome Time to reading 
the Poets of Antiquity, and hay- 
ing himſelf a Turn to Poetry, 
more eſpecially of the ſatirical 
Kind, his Genius ſoon render'd 
itſelf conſpicuous in various Com- 
poſitions of that Nature, and ob- 
tained him no inconſiderable Re- 
putation as a Wit and Poet. 


However, Mr. Lodge being very 


ſenſible of the Barrenneſs of the 
Soil throughout the whole Neighhj- 
bourhood of Parnaſſus, and how 
ſeldom the Study of Poetry yields 
a competent Proviſion to its Pro- 
feſſors, very prudently conſidered 

5 it 


LO 

ir as only an Amuſement for lei- 
ſure Hours, a Relaxation from 
more important Labours; and 
therefore, after having taken one 
Degree in Arts, applied himſelf 
with great Aſſiduity, to the more 
profitable Study of Phyſick, for 
the Improvement of which he 
went abroad, and after ſtaying a 
ſufficient Time at Avignon to be 
entitled to the Degree of. Doctor 
in tbat Univerſity, he returned, 
and in the latter End of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign was incorporat- 
ed in the Univerſity of Cambridge. 
lie afterwards ſettled in London, 
where, by his Skill and Intereſt 
with the Roman Catholic Party, in 
which Perſuaſion it is ſaid he was 
brought up, he met with good 


Practice. | 
In what Year Dr, Lodge was 
born does not evidently appear, 
| but he died in 1625, and had 
'Tributes paid to his Memory by 
many of his Cotemporary Poets, 
who have characterized him as a 
Man of very conſiderable Genius. 
His dramatic Works are as fol- 
low, Do > 
1. Teeling Glaſs fer London 
and England. 'Trag:-Com. 
(aſſiſted by Rebert Green.) 
2. Wounds of Civil Nur. Tr. 
Vinſtanley has named four more 
dramatic Pieces, beſides the firſt 
of the two above- named, which 
he aſſerts to have been written in 
Conjunction by this Author, aſ- 
fiſted by Robert Green, viz. 
Lady Arimony, Com, 
| Laws of Nature, Com. 
 Liberalitie and Prodigalitie. C. 
LuMINALIA. Maſque, 
But the three firſt of theſe, tha 
they might be brought to agree in 
Point of Time, yet are all printed 
anonymous: — And, as to the laſt, 
it was written on a particular Oc- 
caſion, and that not till two Years 


Succeſs, and came into great 


LU. 
after Dr. Lodze's Death, and full 


thirty-five after that of Robey 
Green. 


Lowza, Sir Milliam, Ent, was 
a noted Cavalier in the Reign or 
King Charles I.—He was born at 


a Place called Tremare in Corneball. 
—During the Heat of the Civil 
Wars he took Refuge in Holland, 
where, being ſtrongly attached to 
the Muſes, he had an Opporty- 
nity of enjoying their Society, and 
purſuing his Studies in Peace and 


Privacy, =He was a ve:y great 


Admirer of the French Poets, par- 
ticularly Corneille and Quinauli, on 
whoſe Works he has built the 
Plans of four out of the fix Plays 
which he wrote; the Titles of 
all his dramatic Works in gene- 
ral are, 
1. Amorous Phantaſm, TC, 
2. HorRaATivs. Trag. 
3. Inchanted Levers, Dram. Paſt. 
4. Martzr. Trag. 
5. Noble Tugratitude, 
Tragi-Comedy, 
6. Prax in her Flames. T. 
Sir William Lover died in 1662, 
Lor rox, Mr. Thomas. — Of 
this Author Langbaine tells us be 
was unable to recover any Parti- 


Paſt.- 


culars, either as to the Time of 


his Birth, the Place where be 
lived, or any Thing he wrote, ex- 
cepting one Tragedy mentioned in 
former Catalogues, entitled, 
All for Money. 

As to all the former Particulars |. 
know as little as Mr. Langbaine, 
but happening to. have ſeen the 
Play, which that Writer honeſtly 


_ confeſſes he had not, am able to 


aſcertain the Author's Name, 
which Mr, Langbaine has miſ- 
takenly called Lupen. — The Name 
as I have given it is printed, to- 


gether with that of the Publiſher, 


at the End of the Piece, which 
is apparently very old, being vrit · 
ten in Rhime, and printed in 1 

of 


LY 


ad black Letter, without any 
zumbering to the Pages, — The 
Manner of the Writing, more- 
drer, is as old as that of the 
printing.— The Characters being 
all figurative, Al! for Money, Wit 
without Money, Money Torthout 

Init, Pleaſure, wy being perſona- 
' ized and made Interlocutors in 
the Play or Interlude, —Coxeter, 
in his Manuſeript Additions to 
Nacht Lives, has peremptorily, 
ind without aſſigning any Reaſon 
for ſo doing, affixed to it the 
Date of 1578. — But if, as is moſt 
probable, he has taken this Liber- 
ty from having ſeen ſome Edition 
of it ſo dated, it muſt have been 
an Impreſſion ſubſequent to that 
which fell into my Hands, and 
which has no Date; and therefore 
we may conclude the Play is in 
Reality ſtill older than what even 
he has made it to be, | 

Lrvz, William, Vid. Jov- 
x18, Villiam. 

LYiLy, or LILLY, Jobn, 
M. A. lived in the Reign of Q 
Elizabeth, —He was a Native o 
Kent, and received his Education 
in St. Mary Magdalen College, 
Oxford, at which Univerſity he 


took his Degree of Maſter of Arts 
He was a 


in the Year 1575. 
very aſſiduous Student, and warm- 
I; addicted, more eſpecially to the 
Study of Poetry, in which he 
m:de fo great a Proficiency, that 
he has bequeathed to the World 
do leſs than nine dramatic Pieces, 
He was the firſt who attempted 
to reform and purify the Fa 
Lang age, by purging it of obſo- 
lete and uncouth Expreſſions: For 
this Purj\cſe he wrote a Book en- 
titled Eur AE Us and lis England,, 
which ſeems to have met with a 

egree of Suc*ceſls unuſual with 
the firſt Attemp.ers of Reforma- 
non, the being a\moſt immedi- 


L V 
ately and vniverſally followed. 
At leaft, if we may give Credit 
to the Words of Mr. Blount, who 
publiſhed fix of Mr, Lilly's Plays 
together, in one, Volume in 
twelves, in a Preface to which 
he ſays of our Author, that 
« Our Nation are in bis Debt for a 
« new Engliſh, which be taught 
© them: Eupheus and bis England 
* (ſays he) began fit that Lan- 
« guage; all our Ladies were bis 
« Scholars; and that Beauty at 
«© Court, which could not parley 
“ Eupheiſme, (that is to ſay) 


« who was unable to converſe in 


« that pure and reformed Englith, 
© which he had formed bis Work 
« to be the Standard of ) Twas as 


cc little regarded as ſhe z⁊ubich now - 


ce there, fpeaks not French. 


According to this Mr. Blount, 


Mr. Lilly was deſerving of the 
higheſt Encomiums,——He ſliles 
him, in his Title Page, the only 


rare Poet of that Time, the Witty, ' 


Comical, Facetiouſly-quick, and un- 
parallePd John e and in his 
Epiſtle Dedicatory ſays, © that he 
« fate at Apollo's Table; that A- 
cc pollo gave him a Wreath of his 
« own Bayes without ſnatching, 
« and that the Lyre he played on 
& bad no borrowed Strings. - And 
indeed, if what has been above- 
hinted with Regard to the Refor- 
mation of the Engliþ Language 


be Fact, he certainly has a Claim 


to the higheſt Honours from his 
Countrymen, and even to have à 
Statue erected to his Memory, 
ſince, in the Foundation of what 
he thus begun, our Language 
ſeems all at once to have ſtarted 
out into a Degree of Perfection, 
which it has ſcarcely exceeded at. 
any Period fince, 

His Plays, which were in that 
Age very well eſteemed both by 
the Court and the Univerſity, are, 


as 
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as I ſaid before, nine in Number, 
and their Titles as follow, 
1. ALEXANDER and CAN 
PASPE, Tragi- Com. 
2. EN DIM ION. Com. 
3. GALATEA. Com. 
4. Love bis Metamorphoſis, 
Dram. Paſt. | 
& Maid ber Metamorphoſis. 
6. Morber Bou BIE. Com. 
7. MyYypas, Com. 
8, SapPHho and PHaon, C. 
9. Woman in the Moon. Com. 
Minſtanley has attributed another 
Piece to this Author, entitled, 
A Warning for Fair Women, 
dut very erroneouſly, that having 
been written by an anonymous 
Author, — | 
_ Lyncn, Francis, Eſq;—Ofthis 
Gentleman I can trace nothing 
farther than that he was a Wri- 
ter of the preſent Century (pro- 
ably ſtill Lving) and Author of 
two dramatic Pieces, viz. | 
The Independant Patriot. Com, 
The Man of Honour, Com, 


— 
* 2 


" I 


M. 


E.—Theſe Initials Rand 


& * to a dramatic Piece, pub- 


liſhed in the Reign of Charles II. 
entitled, 

Saint Cie x. Trag. 

But I cannot find out any known 
Author of that Time, with whoſe 
Name the Letters will correſpond, 
or by whom therefore I can with 
any Appearance of Probability 
form 2 Conjecture of its having 
been written. . 

M. W. — Theſe Letters ſtand 
in the Title Page of a dramatic 
Piece, called | 
The Female Hits, Com, 


MA 
Coxiter, in his Remerks on Jac, 
has altered with his Pen the Let- 
ters of W. N. which that Author 
had mentioned as belonging to a 
Piece, entitled, 
HunTINGTON's Diwirije. 
ment, Interlude, * 
to tho at the Head of this Ar. 
ticle,—I therefore imagine theſe 
to be the Letters properly belong. 
ing to it, and Jacob to have been 
in a Miſtake, —Hhincep, how- 
ever, has implicitly copied the 
W. N. from Jacob. 
Macnxin, Mr, Lewis.—Con- 


cerning this Author I find no- 


thing upon Record but that he 
lived in the Reign of K. Cbar. I. 
and wrote one Play, which we 
find reprinted in Dodſley's Collec 
tion of old Plays, entitled, 
The Dumb Knight, Com, 
Macxrin, Mr. Charles. 
This Author is a Native of Je. 
land, born, as I have been in- 
formed, in the County of Ye} 
Meath, and that the Name of his 
Family was M*Laugblin, which 


| ſeeming ſomewhat uncouth to the 


Pronunciation of an Engi/þ 
Tongue, he, on his coming upen 
the Stage, anplicized it to that by 
which he has ever ſince been 
known.—His Merit as a Come- 
dian in various Characters is too 
well known to need our taking 
vp much Time in expatiating 0n 
it, particularly in Sir Gilbert 
MWrangle in the Refuſal, Don Ma- 
nuel in the Kind Impeſtcr, Sir A. 
chibald Me Sarcaſm in his cn 
Farce of Love a- la- Mode; be has 
alſo been eſteemed as very capital 
in the Character of SE: x:jpcare's 


Iago; but the Part in which he 
has ever been allov, ed to ſhine 


without a Competitor, is that of 
Syiceł in the Mircbant of Verite, 
which he perfomed in ſo natur 
a Manner, tat a . 


( 


. 

the Audience, on his firſt Appear- 
ance in it, by Way of Diſtinction 
of his ſuperior Excellence, ſtarted 
out into this accidentalExtempore, 


This is the Feww 
That Shakeſpeare drezv. 


which Expreſſion being ready to 
ery one's Remembrance, eſta- 
iſhed Mr, Macklin's very deſerv- 
© Reputation in the Character. 
Mr. Macklin had the Misfortune 
ſome Years ago, in Conſequence 
of a ſudden Act of Paſſion, to oc- 
calon the Death of a Brother Co- 
median (one Mr. Hallam) and 
ood his Trial on Account of it, 
but was honourably acquitted, it 
zppearing to be merely acciden- 
ta, and without any Malice pre- 
gen. However, he does not ap- 
pear to be of the happieſt or moſt 
complacent Diſpoſition, and that 
Turbulence of Temper which has 
a ſome Times induced him to 
Steps whereby he has offended 
the Audience, and at others 1n- 
volved in Diſputes with the Ma- 
nagers, has, at different Periods, 
and that for a long while together, 
deprived the Public of a very good 
performer, and himſelf of thoſe 
Emoluments and Rewards that his 
Merit had a perfect Right to, to 
the great Loſs of both, —He is 
now in the Decline of Life, a 
Veteran of the Stage, and as he 
has fpent much the greateſt Part 
that Life in the Service of the 
Public, it were much to be wiſh- 
ed,- that the Remainder of it 
might take a quiet Repoſe, free 
from thoſe Storms and Hurricanes 
which have but too frequently 
uſurbed it,—He was formerly 
confidered as an excellent Tutor 
in the Theatrical Arts, and in- 
deed the Succeſs Mis Mack/in has 
ery. juſtly met with, ſeems a 
aeg Proof of the Truth of this 


M A 


Aſſertion, as I hare been inform 
ed the ſtands almoſt entirely in- 


debted to the Judgment and In- 


ſtruction of her Father, in Op- 


poſition, if not to Genius, at 
leaſt to Inclination, for that the- 
atrical Execution which has gain- 
ed her ſo much of the Favour of 
the Town, 

Mr, Macklin's Merit as a Wri- 
ter is more particularly enlarged 
on in our reſpective Accounts of 
his Works in the firſt Volume, 
it will be therefore needleſs to re- 
capitulate here what we have 
there ſaid, and conſequently ſuf. 
ficient to point them out to the 
Reader's farther Obſervation, by 
an Enumeration of their Titles in 
the following Liſt, viz. 

I. Fortune Hunters, Farce, 

2. HENRY VII, Trag. 

3. Love à la Mode, Farce. 

4. Married Libertine. Com. 


5. Suſpicious Huſband Criticiſed. 


Farce. | 

6. Will or no Mill. Farce, 

Ma1Dwert, Mr. Jobn.— The 
Times of this Gentleman's Birth 
and Death are not recorded by 
any of the Writers, —It appears, 
however, that he lived in the 
Reign of Charles I. and kept a 
private School in London for the 
Education of young Gentlemen; 
during the Receſſes from which 
very fatiguing Employment it is 
probable that, by Way of Amuſe- 
ment, he wrote the Play publiſh 
ed in his Name, vix. 


The Loving Enemies. Com. 


Coxeter (on what Authority I 


know not) has firuck out the 
Chriſtian Name of Jobn, by which 
both Langbaine and Jacob have 
diſtinguiſhed this Author, and 


put the Letter L. in its Room, as 
the Initial of his Name. 


Mainz, or MAVYNE, Jaſper, 
D. D.—This very learned and in- 
genious Gentleman was born in 
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1604, the ſecond Year of King 


Devonſbire. He received his E- 
ducation at Veſiminſier School, 
where he continued till the Age 
of nineteen, when he was re- 
moved to the Univerſity of Ox- 
ord, where he was admitted into 
Chriſi-Church College in the Rank 
of a Serwitor; but in the enſuing 
Year, viz. 1624, he was choſen 
into the Number of Students on 
that noble Foundation, —Here he 
took his Degree of Batchelor and 
Maſter of Arts, after which he 
enter'd into Orders, and was pre- 
fer'd to two Livings in the Gift 
of the College, one of which was 
ſituated pretty near Oxferd.—Tt 
does not, however, ſeem to have 
deen fo much the Doctor's own 
Inclination that led him to the 
Pulpit, as the Sollicitation of cer- 
tain Perſons of Eminence, who, 
on Account of the Figure he made 
at the Univerſity in the Study of 
Arts and Sciences, and from aa 
Eſteem for his Abilities, which 
they were deſirous of being en- 
abled to reward, urged him to go 
into Orders, 

On the breaking out of the 
Civil Wars, when King Cha. 1, 
was obliged to fly for Shelter to 
Oxford, and keep his Court there, 
an order to avoid the Reſentment 
of the Populace in London, where 
- continual Tumults were prevail- 
ing, Mr. Maine was made Choice 
of, among others, to preach be- 
fore his Majeſty.—Soon after this, 
Viz. in 1646, he was elected 
Doctor in Divinity, and reſided 
at Oxferd till the Time of the 
Mock Viſitation of that Univer- 
ſity by Oliver Cromwell's Crea - 
tures, when, with many others, 
equally di8inguiſhed for their Zeal 
and Loyalty to the poor unhappy 

King, he was not only ejected 


oo Reign, at a little Mar- 
ket Town called Hatherleigh in 


did not poſſeſs tho'e very brilliant 
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from the College, but allo de. 
pri ved of both his Livings, 
During the Rage of the Citi 
War, he found an hoſpitable Re. 
fuge in the Family of the Earl of 
Devonſhire, where he continued 
till the Reſtoration, when he was 
net only reſtored to his former 
Benefices, but made one ef the 
Canons of Chriſt Church, Chay. 
lain in Ordinary to his Majeſty, 
and Archdeacon of Chicheſter, all 
which Preferments he kept till 
his Death, which happened on 
the 6th of Dec. 1672,—He lies 
buried on the North Side of the 
Choir in the Cathedral of Cri 
Church. , . | 

Dr. Maine was held in very 
high Eſteem both for his natural 
Parts and his acquired Accom- 
pliſhments.—He was an orthodux 
Preacher, and a Man of ſeruwr 
Virtue and exemplary Behavicur, 
yet of a ready and facetious Wit, | 
and a very fingular Turn of Hu- F 
mour.-From ſome Stories that . 
are related of him, he ſeems ty : 
have borne ſome Degree of Reſem- 
blance in his Manner to the ce - 
lebrated Dr, Swift ; but, if he 


Parts that diſtinguiſhed the Dean, 
he probably was leſs ſubject to 
that capricious and thoſe unac- 
countable Whimſies, which at 
Times ſo greatly eclipſed the Abi- 
lities of the latter. Vet there is 
one Anecdote related of him, 
which, although I cannot be of 
Opinion that it reflects any great 
Honour to his Memory, as it 
ſeems to carry ſome Degree of 
Cruelty with it, yet is it a ſtronz 
Mark of his Reſemblance to the 
Dean, and a Proof that his Pic. 
penſity for Drollery and Joke did 
not quit him even in his ia 

Moments,—The Story is this 
The Doctor had an old ServaDl 


Who had lived with him ſome 
; Veats, 


MA 
Years, to whom he bequeathed 
in old Trunk, in which he told 
him he would find Jomerhing that 
would make him drin, after his 
Death, —The Servant, full of Ex- 
pectation that his Maſter, under 
this familiar Expreiſion, had left 
him ſomewhat that would be a 


Reward for the Aſſiduity of his 


rat Services, as ſoon as Decency 
would permit, flew to the Trunk, 
when behold, to his great Diſap- 
rointrnent, the boaſted Legacy 
wored to be—a Red Herring. 

The Doctor, however, be- 
queathed many Legacies by Will 
o pious Uſes, particularly fifty 
Punds towards the Rebuilding of 


St, Paul's. Cathedral, and two 


Hundred Pounds to be diſtributed 
to the Poor of the Pariſhes of 
Cajlngton, and Pyrton near Wat— 
lgton, of both which Places be 
lad been Vicar. | 

In his younger Years he had an 
Atachment to Poetry, and wrote 
two Plays, the latter of which 
may be ſeen in the tenth Volume 
of Dedſley's Collection, viz. 


I, Amorous Var, Tragi- Com. 


2. The City Match, Com. 

MAL IL ET, David, Eſq; a 
North-Briton, was Tutor to the 
Duke of Montroſe, and to his Bro- 
ther Lord George Crabam.— Ile 
nas Secretary to the late Prince 
cf Vale. He married a Lady of 
ery conſiderable Fortune; and 
bs always lived, and heen re- 
hefted as a Gentleman, —He is 
ww Keeper of the Book of En- 
mes for Ships in the Port of 

* ; 

He was the Editor 'of a new 
and compleat Edition of Lord 
haun 's Works, to which he pre- 
ed a Life of that great Man; 
ud publiſhed the Philoſophical 
Forks of the late Lord Folin g- 
"he, agreeable to his Lordſhip's 

Will and Teſtament, 


\ 
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His dramatic Pieces are, 

1. EURYDICE., Trag. 

2, MusTayHA. Trag. 

3. ALFRED, Maſque, writ- 

ten in Conjunction with 
the late Mr. James Thom- 
ſon, Author of the Scaſons, 

4. BRITANN IA, a Maſque, 

| 1755. 

5. ELVIRA. Trag. altered 
from La Malte; who founded this 
Play on the famous Story of Ag- 
nes de Caſtro, which Cam ens has 
ſo beautifully introduced in his 
Lufiad, — Mr. Mallet's Tragedy 
was acted with moderats Ap- 
plauſe, at Drury-Lane Houſe, in 
January 1763,—The indifferent 
Succeſs it met with may, in Part, 

be aſcribed to the unlucky Junc- 
ture in which it appeared; at a 
Time when Party - Prejudice ran 
high againit the off Nation, on 
Account of the unpopular Admi— 
niſtration of the Earl of Bae, to 
whom Elvira was dedicated, 

Mr. Mallets other Works are 
collected in three vol. 12mo. a- 


mong which the moſt conſiderable 


are, | 

1. That ſweet Ballad, entitled 
William and Margaret. 

2. The Excurſion, a Pocm, in 
two Cantos. 


3. Amyntor and Theodora, or 


the Hermit, —This Piece 


was originally intended for 


the Stage; but the Author 


afterwards choſe to alter 
his Plan, 5 
There was likewiſe an addi- 
tional Collection of Poems by this 
Author, publiſhed in 1762, in u 
thin Volume, Octavo; conſiſting 
of ſmall Pieces on ſeveral Occa- 
ſions. | | 
ManNni1NnG, Mr. Francis, was 
a Gentleman of eminent Learn- 
ing, who flouriſhed in the Reign 


of William INI. —He has obliged 


the World with a Tranſlation of 
[ > "If eq 85 Dion 
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Dion Caſſius from 'the Or'ginal, 


and with two dramatic Pieces, 
entitled, _ | 
1. All fer the better, Com. 
2, Generous Choice, Com, 
Maxucnue, Major Cojmo,— 


This Gentleman appears to have 
been an Jralian by Birth, and 


Phillips has given us his Name 
Manuci, in which it is not im- 


probable that he may for once 


have been in the Right, ——He 
took up Arms for King Carles, 
and bad a Major's Commifſion, 
but whether of Horſe or Foot 
does not appear. — He wrote three 
Plays in the Engliſßh Language, 
and, conſidering that he was a 
Foreigner, and that he only wrote 
fir his Diverſion, and not by Way 
of a Profe ſſion, and that at leaſt 
he has the Merit of their being 
original, wholly his own and un- 
borrowed, they are very far from 


being contemptible.— Their Ti- 


tles are, 7 
1. The Fuff Gereral. Trag. 
2. The Loyal Lovcrs. T'. C. 


3. The Paftard, Trap. (at- 
tributed to him by C. 


Wwe] | | 
MARX AM,. Gers aſe, Eſq; was 


the Son of Robert Murkbam, of famous Roman Courtexan, jonc- 
Cotbam in Nottingbampbire, Eſq; 


— He flouriſhed in the Reigns of 
Queen £E:zaberhb, King James J. 
and King Charles I. for the laſt 
of whom he took up Arms, and 
bore a Captain's Commifſion, 
He was a good Scholar, being 


perfect Maſter of the French, Ita- 


tian and Spariſh Languages. — He 
was extremely well verſed both 


in the Theory and Practice of for the Loſs of the moſi Chrifhan 


military Diſcipline, and was 3 


great Adopt in Horſemanſhip, 


Farriery and Huſbandry; by 
which Means he was fully qua- 
lified for the Tranſlation and 


Compilement of numerous Vo- 


lumes on all theſe Subjects, ma- 


M A 
ny of which are even now held 
in very high Eſteem.—He alſo 
wrote ſome Books on rural Re. 
creations; nor among his other 


Attentions were the Myſes neg- 


lected, for we find one Play ex- 
tant in his Name, tho' he was 
indeed aſſiſted in it by Mr. Sanp- 
ſon, of whom we ſhall hereaſter 
have Occaſion to ſpeak, entitled, 
HEROD ard AxNxTivaryy, 
Trag. | 
Langbaine ſpeaks very highly in 
his Commendation, and very juſt- 
ly, as a great Benefactor to the 
Public, by his numerous and uſe- 
ful Publications, but ſays lit- 
tle of his Poetry; and indeed both 
him and Jacob, and ſince them 
Cibber in his Lives of the Poers, 
ſeem not to know of any other 
poetical Works that he was con- 
cerned in: But Czxer:r, in his 
MS, Notes, has mentioneJ two 
Pieces of Poetry by this Author 


(both indeed Tranflations) of con- 


ſiderable Conſequence, wiz, 
1. Arioflo's Satires, in fever ſa- 
mous Diſcourſes, 4to. 1608. and 
2. The Famor's Whore, or No- 
Le Ceurtexan : containing the la- 
mentable Complaint of Paulina, the 


time Mijtreſs urto the great Card 
nal Hippolyto of Efte, tranſlated 
into Verſe from the Italian, $10, 
1609. „ 

Beſides theſe Coxeter mentions 
the following Works in Proſe, 
not taken Notice of by the Wr- 
ters of his Life, which he attr- 
butes to bim, ws, 

1. DEvxRZUx. Pertue's Tears 


King Henry, third of that Nant, 
King of France, and the untinty 
Death of the moſt noble and beroital 
Walter Devereux, 200 vas air 
before Roan in Fraunce. Fi 
coritten in eres 7 — * 
races Center 
excellent and lea laden 


„ "— NE WIR ws —— * * 
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Madame Gennoiſne Pelan Mau- 
lette, and paraphraſiicaily tranſ- 
lated into Engliſh by Jarvis Mark- 


ham, 4t0» 1597. 
2. The Art of Archer:e, vo. 
1634. 5 1 

3. The Soldier's Exerciſe, &e. in 
three Books, of which there was 
a 3d Edition, 4to. 1643. 

At what Time Mr. MarikLam 
was born, or when he died, I 
ave not been able to trace; but, 
if all the Dates of his Publications 
are rightly ſet down, he muſt 
have lived to a very great Age, 
ſince the Devereux, according to 
Cxeter, was publiſhed in 1597, 
and his Perfect LorſemanſÞip, ac- 
cording to Langbuine, not till 
1671, a Space, Of- itſelf, of 74 
Years, which is ſcarcely credible, 
I cannot help, therefore, ſup- 
poſing either that Langbaine muſt 
have been miſtaken, and not 
mentioned the firſt Editions of 
ſome of his Works, or that the 
Devereux at leaſt, and perhaps 
ſome other of the Pieces attri- 
dutec dd e, gh he hen 
ty ſore other Perſon of the ſame 
Family, and, which is not un- 
common, of the ſame Chriſtian 
Name, 

Marror, Mr. Chriſofber, 
lied in the Reign of Queen Eli- 
zaberb, and was not only an Au- 
thor but an Actor alſo, being ve- 
ry confiderable in both. — There 
is 30 Account extant of his Fa- 
mily, but it is well known that 
be ws entered as a Student in the 
Univerſity of Cambridge; but that 
de early quitted the Academic 
Life, and went on the Stage, 
here he was Cotemporary with 
the immortal Shakefpeare and with 
Temar Heyzucod, whom we have 
mentioned before; the. latter of 
whom ſtiles him the 67, Poets; 
ny, even Ben Jenſon, who was 
nerer apt to be over laviſh of 


M A 


Commendation, Has beſtowed "2 


high Panegyricis on him, in a 
Copy of Verſes called the Cenſure 
of the Poets, in which he ſpeaks 
of him in the following Manner; 


Next Marloe, bathed in The!- 
pian Springs, | 

Tad in him theſe brave ſublunary 
Things, | 

That your firſt Pocts bad; Kis 
Raptures cuore 

All Ar and Fire, <uhich made 
bis Verſes clear; 

For that fine Madneſs ſtill be did 
retain, | 

Which rightly fhould poſſeſs a 


Pact's Brain. 


Mr. Marie came to an un- 
timely End, falling a Victim to 
the woſt torturing Paſſion ot the 
human Breaſt, Jealouſy.— — For, 
being deeply in Love with a Girl 
of a low Station, he found him - 
ſelf rivalled by a Fellow in Li 
very, who, as Mood informs us, 
had more the Appcatance- of a 
Pimp than a Man forn-ed for the 
tender and generous Paſſion of 
Love.—Marbe finding the Fellow 
with his Miſtreſs, and having 
ſome Reaſons to ſuſpe that ſhe 
granted him Favours, drew his 
Dagger, a Weapon at that Time 
moſt univerſally worn, and ruſh- 
ed on him to ſtab him, but the 
Footman being nimble, warded 
off the impending Stroke, and, 
ſeizing hold of Alarloe's Wriſt, 


turned the fatal Point, and plung- 


ed the Poignard into its Maſter's 
Head, of which Wound, notwith- 
ſtanding all poſhble Care being 
taken of him, he died ſoon after, 
in the Year 1593. Ps 

Ford conſiders this Cataſtrophe 
as an immediate judgment on the 
unhappy Sufferer for his Blaſphe- 
mies and Impiety; for he tells 


ve that Marlie, preſuming upon 
hi 
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his own little Wit, thought pro- 
per to practiſe the moſt Epicurean 
Indulgence, and openly profeſſed 
Atheiſm; that he denied God 
our Saviour; blaſphemed the a- 
- Gorable Trinity; and, as it was 
reported, wrote ſeveral Diſcourſes 
againſt it; affirming our Saviour 
to be a Deceiver, the ſacred Scrip- 
tures to entertain nothing but idle 
Stories, and all Religion to be a 
Device of Policy and Prieſteraft. 
This Character, if juſt, is ſuch 
a one, as ihould induce us to look 
back with Contempt and Pity, 
en the Memory of the Perſon 
ho pentefled it, and recal to our 
Mind that inimitable Sentiment 
of the great and good Dr, Young, 
in his Complaint, 


ben I bctoid a Genius bright 
and baſe, 

Cf tow'ring Talents, bt terreſ- 
trial Arms, 

Nett irłs I fee, as fallen from it's 
bigh Sp cre, 


% 


The glorious Image cf a Soul im- 


„ metal; 


Mtb 


**, and Fro” lr. 
17 the Dujz, 


I would, however, rather wiſh to 
take this Character with ſome 
Degree of Abatement, and, al- 
lowing that Mr, Mar/ce might be 


inclinable to Free-thinking, yet 


that he could not run to the un- 


happy Lengths he is reported to 


have done, eſpecially as the Time 
he lived in was a Period of Bi- 
and that even, in theſe 
calmer Times of Controverſy, we 


find a great Aptneſs in Perſons, 


who differ in Opinion with Re- 


gard to the ſpeculative Points of 


Religion, either wilfully or from 
the miſtaking of Terms, to tax 
each other with Dei:m, Hereſy, 
and even Atheiſm, on even the 
moſt trivial Tencts, which have 


probably ſtopped the Career of his 


MA 
the leaſt Appcarance of being un- 
orthodox. Ps 
But, to quit his Character jn x 
religious View, let us now confi. 
der him as a Poet, and in this 
Light he muſt be allowed to have 
had great Merit.—His Turn was 
entirely to Tragedy, in which 
Kind of Writing he has left the 
fix following Teſtimonials of A- 
bilities, 


« 


1. Dr. FavsTvus's Traotco! 


Hiſtory, Y 
. EnvwarD II. Trag. 
Jeb of Malta, T. C. 
Luſt's Dominion. Trag. 

A ſaſſacre of Paris. Trag. 
. TAMBERLAINE the Great, 
Trag. in two Parts, 

He alſo joined with Naſh, in the 

writing a Play called 

Dipo, Nuren of CARTHACT, 
and had begun a very fine Porm, 
called Hero and Leander, which 
was afterwards finiſhed by Chap- 
man, tho' not with the ſame Spi- 
rit and Invention that its Author 
had begun it with, 

Marmion, or Marwvyor, 
Shakerley, l.. A —This Writer, 
who flouriſhed in the Reign of 
Ctarles I. was born in the Here- 
ditary Manfton- Houſe of his Fa- 
mily at Ainoe in Northamptonſtire, 
about the Beginning of January 
1602.— When a Boy he was put 


SO Þ w i 


to School at Thame in Oxfordjpire, 


f-om whence, at about the Age 
of Sixteen, he was removed !9 
Wadham College Oxford, where 
he was enter'd firſt as a Gentle 
man Commoner, and afterward; 
in 1624, took his Degree 0 
Maſter of Arts, Ds. a 

Mr. Marmian is not a volum!- 
nous Writer, Death having mel 


Genius; yet I cannat help conſi· 
dering him as one of the beſt 2 
mong the dramatic Authors 0! 


that Time, —His Plcts are inte- 
N10U5y 
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dieus, his Characters well drawn, 
and his Language not only eaſy 
and dra watic, but full of lisely 
Vit, and folid Underftanding.— 
He died in a miccle Age of Lite, 
fme Time between 1641 and 
1650, tho' 1 Eave not ten able 
to trace the particular Vat, and 
has left only three lays behind 
him, one of which, g. The 
fntiquarys is to de ſeen among 
Decjky's Old P Iays, WOE Vs eons 
The Titles of his Pieces are 

1, Antiquary. Com. 

2. Tine Companicn, Com. 

3. Heliand's Leagucr. Com. 
Eniips and TYinſtantey, according 
to their uſval Cuſtom of fathering 
:zonymous Plays on any Authors 
that they think proper to find out 
tor them, have attributed to Mr. 
Marnion a Flay which is not his, 
gor bears any Reſemblance to his 


Manner of writing, entitled, 


The Faulful Shepherd, 

MarsH, Mr, Charles, a Book - 
ſeller and a Dealer alſo in Poetry, 
but not very ex enſively; being 
Author only of one Play, vix. 

Amasis King of EG vr. 

Trac, printed, but never 
| acted, . 
He has alſo republiſhed Shakeſ- 
prove's Cymbeline, with ſome Al- 
trations, but at has not yet been 
acted 1 

Mans Tox, Mr. John. — Of 
this eminent Poet, who flouriſh- 
ed in the Reigns of Queen £#!/za- 
b:h and King James I. but few 
Circumſtances remain on Record. 
Word only informs us that he 
was a Student in Corpus Chriſti 
Coll:ge Oxford, but has neither 
fred the Place of his Birth, nor 
the Family from which he was 
iſcended 5 and Langbaine tells 
us, that he was able to recover 
ao farther Information of him 
tan what he, had learned from 
us Teſtimony of his Bookſeller, 


0 
and, as that relates only to tire 
Merit of his Writings, it is little 


n ore than what might have been 
gathered frem the Peruſal of his 


Works, vi. that he was a chaſte 
and pure Writer, avoiding all 
that Obſcenity, Ribaldry, and 
Scurrility, which too many of the 
lay-Wrights of that Time, and 
indeed much more fo in ſome Pe— 
riods ſince, have made the Baſis 
of their Wit, to the great Diſ- 
grace and Scandal ef the Stage.— 
That he abhorred ſuch Writers 
and their Works, and purſued ſo 
oppoſite a Practice in his own 
Pe: fermances, that © whatſoever 
even in the Spring of his Years 
© he preſented upon the private 
« and public Theatre, in his Au- 
« tumn and declining Age be 
needed nct to be aſhanied of.““ 

His Plays are eight in Number, 

and their Titles as follow, vx 
I, Ak TON IO ard MELIDA, 
Hiſt. Play. 

2. ANTOX10's Revenge. Trag. 
3. Dutch Courtexan. Com. 
4. Is ſatiate Cennteſs, Trag. 
8. Malecontent. Tragi- Com. 
6. Paraſitaſter. Com. 

7. SOPHONISBA, Trag. 

8. Nat yeu will, Com. 

It is evident that Marlon muſt 
have lived in Friendſhip with Ben 
Jon ſon at the Time of his writing 


the Malecontent, which Play he 


has warmly dedicated to him, yet 
it is probable that Ben's Selt-Suf- 
ficiency and natural Arroganee 
might in Time leſſen that Friend- 
ſhip, as we afterwards find our 
Author, in his Epiſtle tothe Rea- 
der prefixed to his Sophoniſba, 
caſting ſome very ſevere Glances 
at the Pedantry and Plagiariſm of 
that Poet, in borrowing Orations 
from Sallift and other of the 
claſſical Writers, and making Ute 
of them in his Tragedies of 8. 
janus and Cataline. 
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The exact Period of Mr. Mar- 


ſten's Death is not known ; but, 


as Cibber tells us that his Works 
were publiſhed after his Death by. 
Shakeſpeare, Who himſelf died in 
1616, it is evident that it muſt 
bave been ſome Time before that 
Year,—As a Specimen: of his 
Poetry, Mr. Dedſley has repub- 
liſhed his Malecontent in his Col- 
Ie v ion, Vol. IV. 

MaAz ry, Benjamin, Eſq;— 
Who or what this Gentleman 
was, or whether ſtill living, 1 
know not,—He, however, lays 
Claim to a Place in this Work, as 
being Author of one Play, which 
was acted with ſome Succeſs, and 
1s entitled, 

Trio EON. Trag. 


Masod, John, M. A. lived in 


the Time of King James I. and 


about the Middle of that Reign 
publiſhed one dramatic Piece, 
which he has entitled 


MurcASSES the Turk, A wor 


thy Tragedy, 
Whether it merits the Title of 
ort T cannot pretend to deter- 


mine, as it has not happened to 


fall in my Way, but it is evident 
that the Author had himſelf a 
very high Opinion of its Worth, 
from the following Motto which 
he has prefixed to it, quoted from 
Ecrare, Viz. | 


Sume Superbiam quæ ſſtam meritis, 


| MassINGER, Mr. Philip. — 
This excellent Poet was Son to 


Mr, Plilip Maſinger, a Gentle- - 
man who had ſome Employment 
under the Earl of Montgomery, in 
whoſe Service he died, after hay- 


ing ſpent ſevera] happy Years in 


| bis Family.——Our Author was 
' born at Saliſbury in Queen Ei- 


z abeth's Reign, Anno 1584, and 
at the Age of eighteen was en- 


deꝛed a Fellow. Commoner of St, 


4 


MA. 
Alan's Hall in Oxford, in which 
Station he remained three or four 
Years, in Order to compleat his 
Education, — Yet, tho' he was en- 
couraged in the Purſuit of his 
Studies by his Father's Patron, 
the Earl of Pembroke, yet the na- 
tural Bent of his Genius leading 
him much more to Poetry and 


polite Literature, than to dryer 


and more abſtruſe Studies of Lo- 
gic and Philoſophy ; and, being 
impatient for an Opportunity uf 
moving 1n a more public Sphere 
of Action, and improving his Pc». 
etical Fancy and his Knowledge 
of the Belles Le:trcs, by Conver- 
ſation with the Woild, and an 
Intercourſe with Men of Wit and 
Genius, he quitted the Univerſity 
without taking any Degree, and 


came up to London, where, ap- 


plying himſelf to writing or the 
Stage, he preſently roſe into high 
Reputation, his Plazs meeting 
with the univerſal Approbation of 
the Public, both for the Purity cf 
their Stile, and the Ingenuity and 
Oeconomy of their Plots. —Tho' 
his Pieces beſpeak him a Man cf 
the Firſt-Rate Abilities, and well 
qualified both as to Learning and 
a moſt perfect Acquaintance with 
the Methods of dramatic Wri- 
tings, yet he was at the fame 
Time a Perſon of the moſt con- 


ſummate Modeſty, which ren- 


der'd him extremely beloved by 
all his Cotemporary Poets, few of 
v-hom but what eſteemed it as an 
Honour to join with him in the 
Compofition of their Works.— 
The Pieces he has left behind 
him are as follow, 

1. Baſhful Lover, Tragi-Com. 

2. Believe as you liſt. Com. 

3. Bondman. Trag. 

4. City Madam. Com. 

5. Duke of MILAN. Trag. 

6. Emperor of the Eft. T. C. 


o FP ID FETs Trag. 
7 ara 0WwrY 8. Great 


& 
8. Great Duke of FLORENCE. 
Com. | 
9. Cardin. Com. Hiſt, 
10. Maid ef Honour. I'. C. 
11. Newv Way to fay eld Dröts. 
Com. | 
12, Old Law. Com. (aſſiſted 
by Roꝛoley ar.d Middleton.) 
13. Picture. Tragi- Com. 
14, Powerful Favourite, Hiſt, 
Play, N 
15. Renegado. Tragi- Com. 
16. Reman Actor. Prag. 
7. Very Meman. Tragi-Com. 
18. Virgin Martyr. Trag. (aſ- 
ſiſted by Decker.) | 
19. Unnatural Combat, Trag. 
Ala:oR all the Writers agree very 
rearly in their Accounts of the 
Time of his Birth, but Coxeter's 
MS. points out a Miſtake in the 
ra of his Death, which he 
makes to have happened in March 
1633, in which he is ſupperted 
by the Authority of Fed's Athen, 
Caan. whereas Langbaine and Fa- 
cab, and after them Mircop and 
libber have placed in it 1659, — 
Cexeter, however, ſeems to have 
the greater apparent Probability 
on his Side, both with a Conſi- 
ceration of the very great Age, 
{viz. 85 Years) that he muft 
dave lived to, according to the 


htter Suppoſition, and moreover 


from the Epitaph written on him 
by Sir Aion Cothorn, in which he 
is ſaid to be buried in the very 
ame Grave with Fletcher, who 
died in 1625; and which, had 
there been a Diſtance cf forty- 
four Years between their reſpec- 
tive Departures, it is probable 
would have been a Circumſtance 
ſearcely known, and much leſs 
worth recording, 

There is one Thing, however, 
ſome what unaccountable, which 
15, that Cheteubod, who, in his 


double Capacity of Bookſeller and . 


Prompter had great Opportuni- 


MA 


ties, and indeed wanted not Cu- 
rioſity, to enquirc into thoſe Af- 
fairs, has, in his Britiſh Theatre, 
varied from all the other Writers 
in both the Beginning and End of 
his Mortal Exiſtence; and, with- 
out aſſigning any Authority but 
his own ipſe dixit, has poſitively 
aſſerted, that he evas bern in 1578, 
ard died in 1659, in the S1jt Year 
of his Age. | 
It is, however, univerſally a- 


greed, that his Body was buried 


in the Church Yard cf St. Sa- 
viour g, Southwark, and that he 
was attended to the Grave by all 
the Comedians then in Tawn,— 
His Death was ſudden, and the 
Place of it his own Houſe, near 
to the Pjay-Houſe, on the Lark 
Side, Soutorvark, where he went 
to Bed in good Heaith, and was 
found dead the next Morning. 

In the above Liſt of his Works, 
that numbered 2, is mentioned by 
no ene but Cherrwoud, who tells 
us that he had ſeen it in MS, and 
is aflured by the proper Quota- 
tions, (i. e. The Markings of 
the Prompter for his own Uſe and 
that of the Performers) that it 
was acted.— The Title, he ſays, 
runs thus, | 

Believe as you Lift, written by 

Mr, Maſſinger, 
and that it had the following Li- 
cence, ſigned by Lord Herbert, 
who, I imagine, was Maſter of 
the Revels in King Charts I's 
Reign, viz:. : 

Iu1 Play, called Belicwe as 
you Lift, may be ated this 6th of 
May 1631. HENRY HERBERT, 

And now, it is but a Piece of 
Jvſtice due to the Memory of this 
very great Man, to make ſome 
little farther Mention of his Me- 
rit, which ſeems in good Mea- 
ſure to have been buried in Ob- 


ſcurity, and forgotten amongſt the 


extenſive Number of Writers of 
the 
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the ſame Period, whoſe Aſhes it 
was not worth awakening or call- 
ing forth from the Caverns of 
Oblivion. —But when we conſider 
how long many of thoſe Pieces, 
even of the immortal Shakeſpeare 
himſelf, which are nov the great- 
eſt Ornaments ef the preſent Stage, 
lay by negleRed, although they 
wanted no more than a judicious 
Pruning of ſome few Luxuriances, 
ſome little ſtraggling Branches, 
which over-hung the fairer Flow- 
ers, and hid ſome of the choiceſt 
Fruits, it is the leſs to be won- 
der'd that this Author, who, 
tho? ſecond, ſtands no more than 
f.cond to him, ſhould ſhare for a 
while the ſame Deſtiny. 

Thoſe who are unacquainted 
with Mafjirger's Writings will, 
perhaps, be furprized to find one 
placing him in an equal Rank 
with Beaumont and 1 leteber, and 
the immortal Ben; but I flatter 
myſelf that, if they will but give 
themſelves the Trouble of pe- 
ruſing his Plays, their Aſtoniſh- 
ment will ceaſe, that they will 
acquieſce with me in my Opinion, 
and think themſelves obliged to 
me for pointing out to them ſo 
vaſt a Treaſury of Entertainment 
and Delight. 

Maſſinger has certainly equal 
Invention, equal Ingenuity in the 
Conduct of his Plots, and an 
equal Knowledge of Character and 
Nature with Beaumont and Fletcher 
and if it ſhould be objected that 
he has leſs of the Vis comica, it 
will ſurely be allowed that that 
Deficiency is amply made Amends 
for by that Purity and Decorum 
which he has preſerved, and a 

Rejection of that Looſeneſs and 
Obſcenity which runs through 
moſt of their Comedies,—As to 
Ben Jonſon, I ſhall readily allow 
that he excels this Author with 
ReſpeR to the ſtudied Accuracy 


M A 


and Claſſical Correctneſe of tis 
Stile; yet Mr. Main ger has ſo 
greatly the Superiority of him ia 
Fire, Pathes, and the Fancy and 
Management of his Plots, that! 
cannot help thinking the Pallance 


ſtands pretty even between them. 


However, to the Credit of the 
preſent Age, this Author ſeems 
to be riſing out of Obſcurity, as 
by a late Republication of his 
Works, compleat in four Vo- 
lumes, 8vo, to which I refer my 
Readers, every one has 2n Oppor- 
tunity of converſing with him in 
the Study; and as Mr, Garrick, 
to whom the Town has been ob- 
liged for many valuable Revival, 
has already brought one cf his 
Pieces on the Stage (viz. The 
Nero Way to pay Old Debts) and 
may probably beſtow the ſame 
Honour on others of them, ſhould 
ſome able Hand take on itſelf the 
Taſk of adapting them ever ſo 
little more than they are to the 
Taſte of the preſent Time. 

May, Thomas, Eſq; was both 
a Poet and an Hiſtorian, and flou- 
riſhed in the Reigns of James 1, 
and Cha, I,—He was born in the 
Year 1595, and was the Son. of 
Sir Thomas May, of an ancicat, 
but ſomewhat declining Family, 
in the County of S eK. — He re- 
ceived his Education in the Un:- 
verſity of Cambridge, where he 
was enter'd a Fellow-Commoner 
of Sidney College; during bis Re- 
ſidence at which Place, he ap- 
plied very cloſe to his Studies, and 
acquired that Fund of Learning of 
which his various Works give 
ſuch apparent Teſtimony, —— 
From thence he removed to Lon- 
don, and frequently made his Ap- 
pearance at Court, where he con- 
trated the Friendſhip, and obtained 
the Eſteem of ſeveral Perſons of 
Faſhion and Diſtinction, mate 


eſpecially with the accompliſhes 
Endynitot 


„ 
Erdymion Porter, Eſq; one of the 
Gentlemen of the Bed-Chamber 
to the King; a Perſon fo dearly 
valued by Sir William D' Avenant, 
that he has tiled him Lord of bis 
Muſe and Heart, 5 

On the Death of Ben Jonſon in 
16347, Mr. May ftood Candidate 
for the vacant Laurel, in Compe- 
tition with Sir Milliam D' Auenant, 
dut the latter carrying the Day, 
our Author was ſo extremely ex- 
aerated at his Diſappointment, 
that, notwithſtanding he had hi- 
therto been a zealous Courtier, 
jet, through Reſentment to the 
Queen, to whoſe Intereſt he ima- 
zined Sir Wiliam was indebted 
for his Succeſs, he commenced a 
violent and inveterate Enemy to 
the King's Party, and became 
not only an Advocate, but Hiſto- 
tian for the Parliament. In that 
Hiſtory, however, he has ſhewn 
entirely the Spleen of a Mate- 
content, and indeed it is ſearcely 
poſhble it ſhould happen other- 
wiſe, fince it is apparent that he 
CNS the Tarty mereiy thro* 
'Pique and Reſentment, and not 
from any public fpirited Prin- 
ciples; and conſequently that, 
had he happened to have ob- 
tained the Bayes, it is reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe he would, with 
equal Warmth, nave eſpouſed and 
ſupported the Royal Cauſe, as 
under his preſent Circumſtances 
he did the Republican. | 

He died ſudden!y, in the Year 
1650, and the 55th of his 
Age; for, going well to Bed, 


he was there found next Morn - 


ing dead, occaſioned, as ſome 
lay, by tying his Night-Cap too 


cloſe under his fat Chin and 


_ Cheeks, which choaked him when 


he turned on the other Side; and, 


as Dr. Fuller expreſſes it, “ if he 


were himſelf a byaſſed and par- 


%,, Writer, yet he lieth buried 


— es 
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ce near a good and true Hiftorian 
indeed, vix. the great Mr. Jobn 
ce Camden, in the Weſt Side of 
« the South Iſle of Yeftminſter- 
« Abbey.” He had a Monu- 
ment, with a Latin Inſcription 
raiſed over him by Order of the 
Pailiament, who had made him 
their Hiſtoriographer, But, 
before his Body had reſted there 
eleven Years, it was taken up 
(with other Bodies that had 
been unwarrantably buried there 
from 1641 till the Reſtauration) 
and buried in a large Pit in the 
Church Yard belonging to St, 
Margaret's, Weſtminſter, —At the 
fame Time his Monument alſo 
was taken down and thrown afide, 
and in the Place of it was ſet up 
that of Dr, Thomas Triplet, Anno 
1670. | | | 

FThoꝰ the Circumſtance above- 
mentioned in Regard to King 
Charles ſeems to ſpeak him ſome- 
what opinionated, and jealous of 
the Reſpe& due to his own Me- 
rits, yet we muſt allow ſome- 


wn for the Frailtyv of human 


Nature, and even his Enemies 


cannot ſurely deny him to have 
been a very good Poet. 

His Works are numerous, but 
thoſe of the greateſt Note are, A 
Tranſlation of Lucan's Pharſalia, 


together with a Continuation of 


it, in ſeven Books, both in Latin 
and Engliſh Verſe, —He wrote 
likewiſe an Hiftory of Henry II. 
and the above-mentioned _ 
of the Parliament, in Proſe. —He 
alſo wrote the five following 
Plays, viz. 
1. ASI INA, Empreſs of 
Rome. Trag. 
2. ANTI CON E. Trag. 
3. CLEO ATIRA, Queen of 
Egypt. Trag. 
4. The Heir. Com. 
5. Od Couple. Com. . 
The two laſt of theſe are _—— 
e 


7 
P ² ü] ⁵² mp1 . ⁰˙ I nn wn I a. et 


—— 


— 
82 . 
. 


— 7 me Ry o 
> ws. 122 — — *. — 4 


—— —— 


—— — 4. 
1 * 
n 


W et CER. 
_—_ 


. * 4 yo" 2 " ESR 2 
© * b * JT — ; I — — 2 == — 1 — — — — —_ * 
- — 5 — _ = 2 = Roe 8 2 2 
— — AO SD” —jp— — — — . —„—„—-— 1 ns tio by > . » 


E 
* * 8 r 
OT . r 


a 2 
n a 


— — 


— —— 
— ad eth _ - 


es ee er re Is 


*r 
— " 


ME 
ed by Dedſiey, in the VIIth Vo- 
lume of his Collection, to which 
is prefixed ſome ſhort Account of 
the Author, and a very ſevere 
Epitaph written on him in Latin, 
by one of the Cavalier Party, 
which he had fo much abuſed : . 
Phillips and Wi nſtanley have at · 
tributed two other Plays to this 
Author, but without any Regard 
to Chronology, the one of them 
having been printed when Mr. 


three Years old, and the other a 
Year before he was born, — The 
Pieces are, | 

1. The Od Wife's Tale. Com. 
2. Ox LAN DPO Fu IOsO. C. 
Mx Ap, Robert, M. D. was 
born in Flaeftreet London, in the 
Vear 1616,—He received the firſt 
Parts of Education at Weſtminſter 
School, from whence, in his 
eighteenth Year, he removed to 
Oxford, and was elected a Student 
af Cbriſ Church College in that 
Univerſity.— As ſoon, as he had 
taken the Degree of Maſter of 
Arts, he quitted his Academical 
Studies, and took up Arms for 
King Charles I, who gave him a 
Captain's Commiſſion in the Gar- 
riſon at Oxford. In May 1646, 
he was appointed, by the Gover- 
nor thereof, one of the Commiſ- 
ſioners to treat with thoſe of the 
Parliament concerning a Surren- 


Fe followed King Charles II. 
into France, and was ſent by 
him as an Agent into Sweden. 
Soon after this he returned to 
the Place of his Nativity, died in 
the very ſame Houſe in which he 
had been born, on the 12th of 
Feb. 1652, At, 30, and lies bu- 
ricd in the Church of St. Dan- 
fan's in the WP, | 


doate in the Univerſity, he wrare 


May could not have been above 


der, and in the next Month was 
| — created a Doctor of Phy- 
8 | 


"1 


. 
; 7.3. 2; 


- +, White he was an Under Crz. 


one Play, which however was ne. 
ver publiſhed till after his De. 
ceaſe. It is entitled, 
The Combat of Love and Fiieng- 
. 8 Di 0 Com. 
Phillips has alſo, but without 
Foundation, attributed to this 
Author an anonymous Piece, en- 
titled; - 
The Cofily Whore, 
© + Hiſtory. 
 MEpmouRN, Mr, Mzctth wo, 
an Actor of- conſiderable Emi- 
nence, belonging to the Duke of 


2 3 a gg we =, 


A Comical 


Tors Theatre, in the Reign of 


King Charles II. but being a Ko- 
man Catholic, and inflamed with 
a too forward and indiſcreet Zeal 


for the Religion he had been 


brought up in, he became en- 
gaged in Titus Oates's Plot, on 
which Account he was committed 
to Newpate, in which Place he 
died, afcho, as Langbaine ob- 
ſerves, he merited a much better 


Fate. He wrote. or rather made 


a Tranſlation at Large from M. 
liere, of a Comedy, entitled, 
TARTurr x. 


This Gentleman alſo publiſhed 


another dramatic Piece, which 
he dedicated to the Queen, of 
which Gildon ſays, notwithſiand- 
ing the Letters E. M. in the Ti- 
tle Page, he was ſuppoſed to have 
been the Author; it is entitled, 
Saint Cx L V. Trag. 
Tho? all the Writers mention hi 
having died in Priſon, yet none. 
of them have informed us in 
what Year that Cataſtrophe hap- 
encd, | | ; 
a Mznvpez, Moſes, Eſq; — Tbis 
Gentleman, who has been but a 
very few Years dead, was a Jeu, 
and, if I do not miſtake, either 
a Stock-Broker or a Notary Pub- 


lic.— He was a Perſon of coab- 
| detable 


ME. 


cnble Genius, of an agrecable- 
zebariour and entertaining in 
Converſation, and had a very 


pretty Turn for Poetry, —He was 
Author of two little dramatic 
pieces, both of which met with 
good Succeſs, and ſome of the 
Songs in both Mill juſtly continue 
Favorites with Perſons of poetical 
and muſical Taſte, 
1. Chaplet. Muſical Entertain- 
ment. 5 
2. Shepherd's Lottery. Ditto. 
MeriroN, Mr. Tomas, li ved 
in the Reign of King Charles II. 
Langbaine has been extremely ſe- 
yere upon him, telling us that 
he was certainly the meaneſt dra- 
- matic Writer that ever England 
produced; and, applying to his 
Stupidity a Parody on the Expreſ- 
fon of Menedemus the Philoſopher, 
relating to the Wickedneſs of Per- 
ſus, fays, that He 7s ir deed a Poet, 
but of all Men that are, were, or 
ever ſhall be, the dulloſt: that ne- 
rer Man's Stile was more Bom- 
baſt, and that, as he himſelf did 
not pretend to ſuch a Quickneſs 
of Apprehenſion as to underſtand 
either of his Plays, he can only 
inform us that they are two in 
Number, and that their Titles 
are, 
1. Love and War, Trag. 
2. Wandering Lovers. T. C. 
He alſo informs us, from Mr. 
Meriton's own Authority, that he 


had written another Play, called, 


The Several Wits, Com. 
which, however, he made only 
his Pocket Companions, ſhewing 
them only to a few ſele& and pri- 
vate Friends, on which, more- 
over, he remarks, that thoſe were 
certainly happieſt who were not 
reckoned in the Number of this 
Author's Friends, and conſe- 
quently compelled to liſten to ſuch 
Fuſtian, which, like an empty 


ME 


Caſk, makes a great Sound, but 
yields at beſt nothing but Lees, 
In Proof of theſe Aſſertions 
Mr, Langbaine has given his Rea- 
ders a Copy of Part of the Epiſtle 
Dedicatory to the Wardering Lower, 
which is indeed a Cuciofity in its 
Way, and to which I refer thoſe 
who are fond of graſping a Cloud, 
or regaling their Appetites with 
Whipp'd Syllabub, 
MxTasTAS1o, Abbe,—This 

Gentleman, as a Foreigner, has 
little Right to a Place here; yet, 
as ſome- of his Pieces have been 
repreſented on our Talian Theatre 
in the Haymarket, that Kind of 
Naturalization gives me an Op- 
portunity of doing ſome little Juſ- 
tice to the Merit of a Poet of the 
very firſt Rate, who ſeems to be 
little thought of, only becauſe his 
Works, being written in a Lan- 
guage not much in Vogue in this 
Nation, are but little known. 
Whereas, were they but once in- 
troduced to the Acquaintance of 
our Countrymen, they would cer- 
tainly be as univerſally admired as 
thoſe of Racine, Corneille, &c. a- 
mong the French, to which, in 
Re ſpect of Plot, Language, Cha- 
racter and Sentiment, they are 
by no Means inferior; and, which 
is ſtill a ſtronger Proof of the po- 
etical Powers of their Author, he 
has found Means of ſupporting 
the Dignity of Tragedy, and all 
the more nervous Beauties of 
Tragic Poetry, amidft the Jingle 
of Rhime and the Effeminacy of 
Sing-Song, to which, in Compli- 
ance with the depraved Taſte of 
his Countrymen, he has been 


compelled to ſubmit.— He is, I 


believe, ſtill living, and hold the 
Station of Poet-Laureat to the 
Emperor. —He has written a great 
Number of dramatic Pieces, of 
which it were to be wiſhed we 
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had a Tranſlation by ſome capi- 
tal Hand.— Of theſe, as I before 
obſerved, ſeveral have made their 
Appearance at the King's Thea 
tre in the Haymarket, where, not- 
withſtanding their capital Degree 
of Merit, they have paſſed with 
juſt the ſame Sort of Approbation 
that bas been beſtowed on the 
contemptible Pieces which are 
frequently repreſented there, and 
in which the Words have been 
intended for nothing but a mere 
Vehicle to the Sound of muſical 
Notes; that is to ſay, the Audi- 
ence have been enraptured with 
Muſic that they did not under- 
 Nand, and never concerned them - 
ſelves about underſtanding the 
Piece itſelf, which would have 
done Honour to their Judg- 
ments. | | 
I ſhall, however, only mention 
three, and in my Choice of them 
ſhall be directed by the Conſider- 
ation of their having been all 
introduced into our own Lan- 
guage, either in Imitation, Tranſ- 
lation or Paraphraſe, vix. 4 
1. ARTASERSE, Ital. Opera, 
a. Clmenza di Tito, Ital. 
Opera, 
Jo L' Ijola deſabitata. 
Opera. : 
The firſt of theſe has been tranſ- 
lated, greatly mangled, yet moſt 
nobly ſet to Muſic by Dr. Arne, 
under the Title of the Engliſb 
Opera of Artaxerxes. Mr. Cleland 
has made the ſecond the Model 
of bis Tragedy called J1u⁰jEHoeſpa- 
Han; and the Deſert Iſland of Mr. 
Murphy is only a very greatly ex- 
tended Paraphraſe of the laſt. 
M 1pprEtTon, Mr, Thomas, 


Italian 


and lived ſo late as the Time of 


very few Particulars relating to 
him ; for, notwithſtanding that 
he has certainly ſhewn conſidera- 


* 


was a very voluminous. Writer, 


Charles I. yet I can meet with 


1 - 
ble Genius in thoſe Plays, which 
are unqueſtionably all his own 
and which are very numerous, 
yet he ſeems in his Life-Time to 
have owed the greateſt Part of 
the Reputation he acquire), to his 
Connection with Jonſon, Fletcher, 
Maffinger and Rew!ey, with whom 
he was concerned in the writing 
of ſeveral dramatic Pieces, but to 
have been conſider'd in himſelf 
as a Genius of a very inferior 
Claſs, and concerning whom the 
World was not greatly interef.4 


in the purſuing any Mcmoirs,— 


Yet, ſurely it is a Proof of Me. 
rit ſufficient to eftabliſh him in a 
Rank far from the moſt con- 
temptible among our dramatic 
Writers, that a Set of Men of 
ſuch acknowledged Abilities con- 
ſider'd him as deſerving to be ad- 
mitted a joint Labourer with 
them in the Fields of poctical 
Fame; and more eſpecially by 
Fletcher and Jonſon, the firſt of 
whom, like a W:dow'd Muſe, 
could not be ſuppoſed readily to 
admit another Partner after the 


Lofs of his long and well-beloved 


Mate Beaumont ; and the latter, 
who entertained ſo high an Opi- 
nion of his own Talents as ſcarce- 
ly to admit any Brother near the - 
Throne, and would hardly have 
permitted the clear Waters of his 
own Helicoman Springs to have 
been muddied by the Mixture of 
any Streams, that did not appa- 
rently flow from the ſame Source, 
and, however nurrow their Cur- 
rents, were not the genuine Pro- 
duce of Parnaſſus. | | 
The Pieces which Middletor 
wrote entirely, and-thoſe in which 
he only ſhared the Honour with 
others, are diſtinguiſhed in the 
following Liſt. . 
1. Any Thing for a guiet Life. 
Com. 
2. Bl us T Mr. Conſtable. Com. 
| 3. Change- 


MI 


4 N Trag. (The 
Author aſſiſted by Row- 
ley 


„ 
4. Cbaſte Maid in Cbeapſide. 
Com. | | 
5. Coxona MINEAVX. 
Maſque. | 
6, Fair Quarrel, Com. (In 
this Play Rozvley alſo join- 
ed with our Author.) 
7. Family of Love, Com, 
8. Fine Gallants. Com, Vid, 
APPENDIX. 
9. Game at Cheſſe, 
10. Inner Tous Maſgue. 
11, Mad World my Maſters, 
Com. i 
12. Mayor of QUEENBo0- 
ROUGH. Com. | 
13. Michaelmas Term, Com, 
14. More Diſſemblers befides Wo 
men, Com. 
15. No Wit, no Help like a Wo 
man's, Com. £5 
16. Old Law, Com. (This 
| Author and Rozv/ey aſſiſted 
Maſſinger in writing this 
Comedy.) 
17, PHANIX. Tragi-Com, 
18, Roaring — bw Th 
10. Spaniſh Gypſie. Com. e 
; M Fed by Roww- 


ley.) . 
20. Sun in Aries, Entertain. 
21, Trick to catch the old One, 
=} Com, 
22, Triumphs of Love and Anti- 
piyity. Maſque, 
23. Triumpbs of Truth, 
24. Widow, Com. (In this 
Middleton only joined with 
Fletcher and Fonſon.) 
25. World toſs'd at Tennis. M. 
26. Women beware Women, T. 
Mittes, the Rev. Mr. James, 
was the Son of a Clergyman, 
Who poſſeſſed two Livings of con- 
fiderable Value in Dorſetſhire,— 
He was born in the Year 1704, 
and received his Education at 


Hadbam College in Oxford,—His 


M1 


natural Genius and Turn for Sa- 


tire, however, led him, by Way 


of Relaxation from his more ſe- 
rious Studies, to apply ſome Por- 
tion of his Time to the Muſes ; 
and, during his Refidence at the 


Univerſity, he compoſed great 


Part of a Comedy called the Hu- 
mours of Oxford, ſome of the Cha- 
racters in which being either re- 
ally deſigned for, or at leaſt point- 
ed out, as bearing a ſtiong Re- 
ſemblance to ſome of the Stu- 
dents, and indeed Heads, of that 
Univerſity, gave conſiderable Um- 
brage, created the Author many 
Enemies, and probably laid the 
Foundation of the greateſt Part of 


his Misfortunes thro' Life. 


On his quitting the Univerſity he 
entered into holy Orders, and got 
immediately preferred to the Lec- 
tureſhip of Trinity College in Con- 
duit Street, and to be Preacher of 
Roebampton in Surry, | 

The Emoluments of theſe Liv- 
ings, however, being not very 
conſiderable, he having married 
an amiable young lady with a ve- 


ry genteel Fortune, finding the 


Expences of a Family growing 
upon him, and having perhaps, 
from the Vivacity of his Diſpo- 


fition, a Deſire, as Shakeſpeare ex- 


preſſes it, 


Of ſhewing ſomewhat a more 

 favelling Port 

Than his faint Means could grant 
Continuance, | 


he was encouraged, by the Suc- 
ceſs of his firſt Play, which had 


been brought on the Stage at the 


particular Recommendation of 
Mrs, Oldfield, to have Recourſe to 
dramatic Writing, as a Means of 
enlarging his Finances.—But this 
Kind of Compoſition being con- 


ſider'd, in this fqueamiſh Age, as 


fomewhat foreign to, and incon- 
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ſiſtent with, a clerical Profeſſion, 


a certain Right Reverend Prelate, 


from whom Mr. Miller had per- 
haps ſome Expectations of Prefer- 


ment, made ſome very harſh Re- 
monſtrances with him on the Sub-- 


ject, and, on not perceiving him 
perfectly inclinable at once to quit 
the Advantages he received from 
the Theatre, without the Aſ— 


ſurance of ſomewhat adequate to 


it from the Church, thought pro- 
per to withdraw his Patronage.— 
On which, in a ſatyrical Poem 
which our Author publiſhed ſoon 
after, there appeared a Character, 
which being univerſally fixed on 
as intended for the Biſhop, occa- 
ſioned an irreconcileable Breach 
between his Lordſhip and the Au- 
thor, and was for many Years 
afterwards thought to have re- 
tarded his Advancement in the 
Church. | 
Mr. Miller proceeded with his 
dramatic Productions, and met 
with ſo good Succeſs that, from 
the Repreſentation of three or 
four other Pieces, he reaped very 
conſiderable Emoluments, and 
very probably might have conti- 
nued ſo to do, bad not his Wit 
and Propenſity to Satire involved 
him in a Brulce with the Body of 
Critics, the Supporters or De- 
ftroyers of this Kind of Wri- 
ting, for having,” in a Comedy 
called the Cofeebouſe, drawn cer- 
tain Characters, which were ima- 
gined to be deſigned for Mrs, 
Yarrow and her Daughter, who 
kept Dick's Coffeehouſe between 
the Temple Gates, and for ſome 
of the Perſons who frequented 


that Houſe, the Templars, who 


conſider'd this Step as touching 
their own Copyhold, went in a 
Body to the Play-houſe, with a 
| Reſolution, very far from uncom- 
mon at that Time, of damning 
the Piece right or wrong. 


M I 

The Author, however deny. 
ing the Charge laid againſt him, 
the Inns of Court Wits might 
perhaps have been reconciled to 
him, had not the Engraver, who 
was employed to draw a Frontiſ. 
piece for the Play, unfortunately 
taken the Sketch of his Deſign 
from the very Coffechouſe in Que. 
ſtion.— This Circuniſtance, ren- 
dering them entirely implacable, 
all Attempts that he made after. 


wards proved entirely unſucceſs. 


ful, it being of itſelf a ſufficient 
Reaſon, with thoſe Gentlemen, 
to damn any Piece if it was 
known, or but ſuſpected to be his. 
Thus was Mr, 7's great 
Reſource. ſtop'd at once, and he 
again reduced to a Dependance on 
his little Pittance in the Church, 
with ſcarcely, a Proſpect of any 
Advancement; for, beſides the 
Enmities he had created by the 
ſevera] Circumſtances above - men- 
tioned, he was in his Principles 


a ſteady High Church Man, which 


was a Circumſtance at that Time 
no Way favourable to his Promo- 
tion. 3 | 
His Integrity, however, in theſe 
Principles was fo firm, that he 
had Reſolution enough to with- 
ſtand the Temptation of a very 
large Offer made him by the A- 


gents of the Miniſtry in the Time 


of general Oppoſition, notwith- 
ſtanding that his Circumſtances 
were at that Period very far from 
being eaſy.— He has, indeed, fre- 
quently acknowledged that this 
was the ſevereſt Trial his Con- 
ſtancy ever endur'd, and that his 
Tenderneſs for the moſt amiable 
of Wives, whoſe Dependence had 
been ſwallowed up in his Misfor- 
tunes, had even ſtagger'd bis 
Firmneſs, and induced him to 
ſound her Diſpoſition, by hinting 
to her on which Terms Prefer- 


ment might be purchaſed; ba 
| Ul 
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fe, with an Intrepidity and In- 


tignation which almoſt made him 


Huſh at the Thought of having 


heſitated for a fingle Moment, 


rejected all Propoſals of ſo ſervile 
Nature, and ſilenced every Scru- 
ple that could on her Account 
have ſuggeſted itſelf to him, 
However, thus far he was willing 
to have temporized, that tho' he 
would not eat the Bread pur- 
chaſed by writing in the Vindi- 
cation of Principles he diſapprov- 
ed, yet he would have ſtipulated 
with the Miniſtry on the ſame 


Terms never to have drawn his 


Pen againſt them. — But this Pro- 
poſal was rejected on the other 
Side, and ſo terminated their Ne- 
gociations. 


Thus did Mr. Miller's Wit and 


Honeſty ſtand for many Vears the 


moſt powerful Bars to his For- 
tune; and, 2s if ſome over-ruling 
Planet hung over his Deſtiny, 
and determined to baniſh Succeſs 
entirely from him, the Stroke of 
Death hurried him away, juſt as 
his Proſpects appeared to be clear- 
ing up in more Reſpects than 
one.—For, by the Gift of Mr. 
Carey of Dorſetſbire, he was at 
length preſented to the very pro- 
table Living of Upſun, which 
his Father had before poſſeſſed 
defides which, having tranſlated 
the Mabomet of Monſieur de Vol- 
tarre, and adapted it to the Engliſb 
Stage, it made its Appearance at 
Drury Lane Theatre, and, as all 
lis former Attempts having been 
in Comedy, by which Means the 
Author of this Tragedy was not 
lupeRed, it paſſed with very con- 


bability of a reaſonable Succeſs, 
when behold, on the very Night 
that ſhould have been that of his 
rſt Benefit, and before he had 
received a Twelve Month's Re- 
venue from his own Benefice, he 


ſderable Approbation, and a Pro- 


XI 


died at his Lodgings in Cleyne 
Walk, Chelſea ; without ever hav- 
ing it in his Power to make that 


Proviſion for his Family which 
he had ſo long ſolicited, 


As a Man, his Character may 


partly be deduced from the fore- 


going Relation of his Lite.-He 
was firm and ſtedfaſt in his Prin- 
ciples, ardent in his Friencſhips, 
and ſomewhat precipitate in his 
Reſentments,—In his Converſa- 
tion he was ſprightly, chearful, 
and a great Maſter of ready Re- 


partee, till towards the latter Part 


of his Life, when a Depreſſion of 
Circumſtances threw a Gloom and 
Hypochondria over his Temper, 


which got the better of his na- 


tural Gaiety and Diſpoſition. 

As a Writer, he certainly has 
a Right to ftand in a very eſti- 
mable Light, 
Oxford is perfectly his own, and 
15 much the beſt of his dramatic 
Pieces ; for it is probable, that 


when he applied to that Kind of 


Writing by Way of Support, he 
had both leſs Leiſure and leſs Spi- 


rits for the retouching and finiſh- 


ing them, than when he wrote 
merely for Amuſement, —Beſides, 
the moſt of his other Plays are 
more or Jeſs built on the Founda- 


tion of other Writers, altho” the 


ornamental Parts of the Structure 
have been added to them by their 
preſent Fabricator.— The Names 
of them are, 
1. Art and Nature. Com. 
2. Ceffechouſe, Com. 
3. Hoſpital for Fools, Farce. 
4. Humonrs of OxroRx D. C. 
5. Jose and bis Bretbren 
Oratorio. | 
6, MAHOME T the Impeſtor, 
Trag. 8 
7. Man of Taſte. Com. 
8. Mot ber in Lao. Com. (Aſ- 
ſiſted by Mr. Henry Ba- 
ker.) 


[Ts] 9. Pics 


His Humours of - 
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9. Picture. Ballad Opera. 
10. Savage, {Attributed to 
this Author.) 
11. Univerſa! Paſſion. Com. 
Beſides theſe dramatic Pieces, he 
wrote ſeveral political Pamphlets, 
particularly one called Are theſe 
Tings fo ? which was taken very 
great Notice of; he was Author 


of a Poem called Harleguin Ho- 


race, a Satire, occaſioned by ſome 
111 Treatment he had received 
from Mr. Rich, the Manager of 
Covent Garden Theatre; and was 
likewiſe concerned, together with 
Mr. Henry Baker, F. R. S. now 
living, in a compleat Tranſlation 
of the Comedies of Moliere, print- 
ed together with the original 
French, and publiſhed by Mr, 
Matt,. | 

Mr. Miller died in 1743, leav- 
ing behind him a Wife and two 
Children, a Son and Daughter, 
the latter of whom is ſince dead, 
bout the other two are Mill living; 


| and, altho' it may ſeem ſame- 


what foreign to our preſent Pur- 
poſe, yet it would be unjuſt to 
Phe Character of that Lady, whoſe 
ber ical and noble Behaviour we 
have already recorded one Inſtance 
of above, not here to convey to 
Poſterity the Record of that ſtill 
continued Attachment to the Ho- 
nour and Reputation of her Huſ- 
band even after Death, which in- 
duced her to devote the whole 


Profits both of a Benefit Play, 


which Mr. Fleetævoad gave her a 
little Time after Mr. Miller's De- 
ceaſe, and alſo of a large Sub- 
ſcription to a Volume of admi- 
rable Sermons of that Gentle- 
man's, which ſhe publiſhed, to 
the Satisfaction of his Creditors, 
and the Payment of thoſe Debts 
which his limited Circumſtances 
had unavoidably engaged him in, 
even tho? by the ſo doing ſhe left 
herſelf and Family almoſt deſti- 


M I 


tute of the common Neceſſaries ot 
Life. | 


Mr. Miller's Son was bred 2 
Surgeon, and was ſome Time in 
that Station in the Navy; but 
has fince applied to literary Avo- 
cations for his Livelihood. A. 


mong other Works he has been | 


concerned in, he has publiſhed a 
Volume of original Poems, and 
a Tranſlation of the Abbe Par- 
teaux*s Cours des Belles Lettres. 
M11 Tor, Fobn, the moſt il- 
luſtrious of the Engli/h Poets, was 
deſcended of a genteel Family, 
ſeated at aPlace of their own Name, 
viz. Milton, in Oxfordſbire.— He 
was born Dec. , 1608, and receiy. 
ed his firſt Rudiments of Edu. 
cation under the Care of his Pa- 
rents, aſſiſted by a private Tutor. 
He afterwards paſſed ſome Time 
at St. Paul's School, London; in 
which City his Father had ſettled, 
being engaged in the Buſineſs of 
a Scrivener.— At the Age of ſe- 
venteen, he was ſent to Chrif's 


College, Cambridge; where he 


made a great Progreſs in all Parts 
of academical Learning ; but his 
chief Delight was in Poetry, In 
1698 he proceeded Batchelor of 
Arts, having performed his Ex- 
etciſe for it with great Applauſe, 
His Father deſigned him for the 


Church ; but the young Gentle- 


man's Attachments to the Muſes 
was ſo ſtrong, it became impoſſi- 
ble to engage him in any other 
Purſuits,—In 16432, he took the 
Degree of Maſter of Arts; and, 
having now ſpent as much Time 
in the Univerſity as became a 
Perſon who determined not to 
engage in any of the three Pro- 
feſfions, he left the College. 
greatly regretted by his Acquaint- 
ance, but highly diſpleaſed with 
the uſual Method of training up 
Youth there, for the Study of Di. 
vinity ; and being much out of 
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XI 
Humour with the public Admi- 
ziſtration of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 
ke grew diſſatisfied with the eſta- 
diſhed Form of Church Govern- 
ment, and diſliked the whole 
Plan of Education practiſed in 
the Univerſity, His Parents, 
who now dwelt at Horton, near 
Cul:brook, in Buckinghamſhire, re- 
ceived him with unabated Affec- 
tion, notwithſtanding he had 
thwarted their Views of providing 
for him in the Church, and they 
amply indulged him in his Love 
of Retirement; wherein he en- 
riched his Mind with the choiceſt 
Stories of Grecian and Reman Li- 
terature: and his Poems of Ceo- 
mus, L" Allegro, I! Penſoroſo and 
Lycidas, ail wrote at this Time, 
would have been ſufficient, had 
he never produced any Thing 
more conſiderable, to have tranſ- 
mitted his Fame to lateſt Poſte- 
rity.ä— However, he was not to 
abſorbed in his Studies, as not 
to make frequent Excurſions 
to London; neither did ſo much 
Excellence paſs unnoticed among 
his Neighbours in the Country, 
with the moſt diſtinguiſhed of 
whom he ſometimes choſe to re- 
lax his Mind, and improve his 
Acquaintance with the World, as 
well as with Books, 

After five Years ſpent in this 
Manner, he obtained his Father's 
Permiſſion to travel, for farther 
Improvement.—In the Spring of 
the Year 1638, he ſet out for 
Paris, where he was introduced. 
to the celebrated Grotius 5 ſrom 
thence he departed tor Genoa, and 
from Genoa he went to Florence; 
where he ſpent two Months with 
great Satisfaction, in the Com- 
pany of Perſons the moſt eminent 
for Rank, Parts, or Learning. — 
Hence he went to Rome, where 
he paſſed the ſame Time in the 
me Manner, — His next Re- 


MI 
move was to Naples; whence his 
Deſign was to proceed into Sicily 
and Greece; but, hearing of the 


Commotions then beginning to 
ſtir in England, he reſolved to 


ſnorten his Tour, in Order to re- 


turn to his native Country: being 
of too public- ſpirited a Diſpoſi- 


tion to remain an unconcerned 


Spectator of the great Struggle for 
Liberty which he ſaw approach- 
ing. Returning therefore to 
Rome, and from thence to Flo- 
rence, he croſſed the Appenine, and 
paſſed by the Way of Bologna and 
Ferrara to Venice, where he ſhiped 
off the Books he had collected in 
his Travels.—After a Month's 
Stay at Venice, he went through 
Verona, Milan and along the Alps, 
down Leman Lake to Geneva, 
where he ſpent ſome 'Time, and 


then ſet out on his Return thro? 
France, 


whence he arrived in 
England, towards the Cloſe of the 
Year 1639. 

The Times, however, not be- 
ing yet ripe for his Deſign of at- 
tacking the Epiſcopal Order, he 
determined to lie perdue for the 


preſent ; but, that he might not 


be idle, he ſet up a genteel A- 
cademy in Alerſgate-ſtreet.— In 
1641, he began to draw his Pen 
in Defence of the Preſbyterian 
Party; and the next Year he 
married the Daughter of Richard 
Poroell, Eſq; of Foreſt-Hill in Ox- 
Fordſpire.— This Lady, however, 
whether from a Difference on Ac- 
count of Party, her Father being 
a zealous Royaliſt, or ſome other 
Caufe, ſoon thought proper to 
return to her Relations; which 
ſo incenſed her Huſband, that he 
reſolved never to take her again, 
and wrote and publiſhed feveral 
Tracts in Defence of the Doctrine 
and Diſcipline of Diverce,—He 
even made his Addreſſes to ano- 
ther Lady; but this Incident 

FS. proved 
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proved the Means of a Reconci- 


liation with Mrs, Milton. | 
In 1644 he wrote bis Tra& 
upon Education; and the Re- 
ſtraint on the Liberty of the Preſs 
being continued by Act of Par- 
liament, he wrote boldly and no- 
bly againſt that Reſtraint: For 
which ſeaſonable Effort eternal 


Honour and Glory be to the Me- 


mory of the admirable Author ! 
That infamous Scheme of /icencing 
continued, however, to the Year 
1649; when Mr, Mabbot, who 
held the Office of Licenſer, was 
ſo much aſhamed of it, and ſo 
diſguſted with the Practice, that 
he threw up the Employment ; 
and the Council of State totally 


annulled the Office: For which 


be due Reverence paid to their 
Memory alſo 

In 1645, he publlſhed his J- 
venile Poems; and about two 
Years after, on the Death of his 
Father, he took a ſmaller Houſe 
in High Holborn, the Back of 
- .which opened into Linceln's- Inn- 
Fields; and here he kept cloſe to 
his Studies, pleaſed to obſerve the 
public Affairs daily tending to- 
ward the great End of his Wiſhes, 
'till it was compleated in the De- 
ſtiuction of Monarchy, by the fa- 
tal Cataſtrophe and Death of 
Charles the Firſt, 

But after this dreadful Blow 
was ſtruck, the Preſbyterians made 
ſo much Out- cry againſt it, that 
Milton grew apprehenfive left the 
Deſign of ſettling a Common- 
wealth ſhould miſcarry ; for which 
Reaſon he publiſhed his Tenure of 
Kings and Magiftrates. Proving 
that it is lawful for any tc have the 
Porver, to call to Accaunt a Tyrant 
er wicked Kirg, and, after due 
Convict᷑ion, to detoſe and put him ta 
Death.—Soon after this, he en- 
tcred upon his H:/ory of England, 
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a Work planned in the ſame Re. 
publican Spirit, being undertaken 
with a View of preſerving the 
Country from ſubmitting to mi- 
narchical Government, in any 
future Time, by Example from 
the paſt : But, before he had 
made any great Progreſs in this 
Work, the Common-wealth was 
formed, the Council of State e- 
rected, and he was pitched upon 
for their Latin Secretary,—The 
famous eixwy BaozAun coming out 
about the ſame Time, our Author, 
by Command, wrote and publiſh 
ed his Iconoclaſtes the ſame Year, 
It was alſo by Order of his Maſ- 
ters, backed by the Reward of 
one thouſand Pounds, that, in 
1651. he publiſhed his celebrated 
Piece, entitled Pro Populo Angli- 
cano Defenſio, a Defence of the 
People of England, in Anſwer to 
Salmaſius's Defence of the Xing; 
which Performance ſpread his 
Fame over all Europe.—He now 
dwelt in a pleaſant Houſe, with a 
Garden, in Petty France, W:\'min- 
fter, opening into St. Fames's Park, 
In 1652 he buried his Wife, who 
died not long after the Delivery 
of her 4th Child; and about the 
ſame Time he alſo loſt his Eye- 
Sight, by a Gutta Serena, which 
had been growing upon him ma- 
ny Years, 

\ Cromwvell took the Reins of 
Government into his own Hands 
in the Year 1653; but Mailtn 
ſtill held his Office.—-His leiſure 
Hours he employed in proſecuting 
his Studies, wherein he was fo 
far ſrom being diſcouraged by the 
Loſs of his Sight, that he even 
conceived Hopes this Misfortune 
would add new Vigour to his 
Genius; which, in Fact, feerr 
to have been the Caſe.— Thus 
animated, he again ventured up- 


on Matrimony ; His ſecond ny 


M I 


was the Daughter of Captain 
Woodcock of Hackney : She died 
in Childbed, about a Year after, 
On the Depoſition of the Pro- 
tector, Richard Cromꝛvell, and on 
the Return of the Long Parlia- 
ment, Milton being ſtill continued 
Secretary, he appeared again in 
Print ; pleading for a farther Re- 
formation of the Laws relating to 
Religion 3 and, during the Anar- 
chy that enſued, he drew up ſe- 
veral Schemes for re-eſtabliſhing 
the Common-wealth, exerting all 
his Faculties to prevent the Re- 
turn of Charles II. — England's 
Deſtiny, however, and Cbarles's 


good Fortune prevailir.g, our Au- 


thor choſe to conſult his Safety, 
and retired to a Friend's Houſe in 


Bartholomezs Cloſe, —A particular 


Proſecution was intended againſt 
him; but the juſt eſteem to which 
his admirable Genius and extra- 
ordinary Accompliſhments entit- 
led him, had raiſed him ſo many 
Friends, even among thoſe of the 
oppoſite Party, that he was in- 
cluded in the general Amneſty. 
This Storm over, he married a 
third Wife: Elizabeth Daughter 
of Mr. Minſhall, a Cheſhire Gen- 


tleman 3 and not long after he 
took a Houſe in the Artillery 


Walk, leading to Bunbill- Fields. — 
This was his laſt Stage; here he 
fat down for a longer Continu- 
ance than he had before been able 


to do any where; and though he 


had loſt his Fortune (for every 
Thing belonging to him went to 
wreck at the Reſtoration) ue did 
not loſe his Taſte for Literature, 
but continued his Studies with al- 
moſt as much Ardor as ever ; and 
2pplied himſelf particularly to the 
finiſhing his grand Work, the 
Parapise Los; one of the 
nobleſt Poems that ever was pro- 
duced by human Genius l- We 


M I 
could enlarge with Pleaſure en 
the numberleſs exquiſite Beauties 
of this Engliſß Epic; but this has 
been ſo copiouſly done by Mr, 
Addiſon and many. others, that 
any Attempt of that Kind bere 


would be altogether ſuperfluous, 


It was publiſhed in 1667, and 
his Paradiſe Regained came out in 
1670.—— This latter Work fell 
ſhort of the Excellence of the 
former Production; altho', were 


1t not for the tranſcendent Merit 


of the Paradiſe Loft, the ſecond 
Compoſition would doubtlcſs have 
ſtood foremoſt in the Rank of Eng- 
liſb Epic Poems: — But, perhaps, 
the Ground-work was unfavorable 
tothe Poet, many being of Opinion 
that the Miſteries of the Chriſtian 
Scheme are improper Subjects for 
the Muſe.—After this he pub- 
liſhed many Pieces in Proſe ; for 
which we refer our Readers to 
the Edition of his Hiſtorical, Poe- 
tical and Miſcellaneous Works, print - 
ed by Millar, in 2 vol, 4to. in 
1753 | 

In 1674, this great and worthy 
Man paid the laſt Debt to Na- 
ture, at his Houſe in Bunbill- 
Fields, in the 66th Year of his 
Age; and was interred on the 
12th of Nov. in the Chancel of 
St. Giles's Cripplegate, —A decent 
Monument was erected to his 
Memory, in 1737, in Veſimin- 
er- Abbey, by Mr. Benſon, one of 
the Auditors of the impreſt.— As 
to his Perſon, it was remarkably 
handſome, but his Conſtitution 
was tender, and by no Means 
equal to his inceſſant Application 
to his Studies. — Tho? greatly re- 
duced in his Circumſtances, yet 
he died worth 15001, in Money, 
befide his Houſhold Goods. He 
had no Son, but left behind him 
three Daughters, whom he had by 

his firſt Wife. | 
| His 
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His dramatic Works are 

1. Comus. Maſque. 

2. SamsoN AGoNISTES, T. 
The former of theſe Pieces hath 
long been, and ſtill continues to 
be, a favorite Entertainment on 
the Britijz Theatre; but it was 
firſt performed at Ludlow Caſtle, 
by Perſons of Diſtinction.— The 
ſecond, tho an admirable Perfor- 
mance on the Plan of the An- 
cients, is not adapted to the mo- 
dern Stage. 

MirenkETII, Mr. Joſeph, was 
the Son of a Stone-Cutter in North 
Britain, and was born about the 
Year 1684.—Mr, Cibber tells us 
that he received an Univerfity 
Education while he remained in 
that Kingdom, but does not ſpe- 
City to which of the Seminaries 


of Academical Literature he ſtood 


indebted for that Advantage,— 
He quitted his own Country, 
however, and repaired to the Me- 
tropolis of its Neighbour Nation, 
with a View of improving his 


Fortune.— Here he got into Fa- 


vour with the Earl of Stair and 
Sir Robert Wa'pole; on the latter 
of whom he was for great Part of 
his Life almoſt entirely depen- 


dant.— In ſhort, he received ſo 


many Obligations from that open- 
handed Stateſman, and from a 
Senſe of Gratitude which ſeems 
to have been ſtrongly Mr, Mit- 
clell's Characteriſtic, was ſo zea- 
lous in his Intergft, that he was 
even diſtinguiſhed by the Title of 
Sir Robert Walpole's Poet, —Not- 
withſtanding this valuable Patro- 
nage, however, his natural Diſ- 
ſipation of Temper, his Fondneſs 
of Pleaſure, and Eagerneſs in the 
Gratification of every irregular 
Appetite, threw him into perpe- 
tual Diſtreſſes, and all thoſe un- 
eaſy Situations, which are the na- 
tural Conſequences of Extraya- 
 gance,-Nor does it appear that, 


> M6 
after having experienced more 
than once the fatal Effects of thoſe 
dangerous Follies, he thought of 
correcting his Conduct at a Time 
when Fortune put it in his Pow. 
er ſo to do.—For when, by the 
Death of his Wife's Uncle, ſe- 
veral thouſand Pounds devolveg 
to him, he ſeems not to have 
been relieved, by that Acquiſition, 


from the Incumbrances which he 


laboured under; but, on the con- 


trary, inſtead of diſcharging thoſe 


Debts which he had already con- 
tracted, he laviſhed away, in the 
Repetition of his former Follies, 
thoſe Sums, which would not 
only have cleared his Reputation 


in the Eye of the World, but 


alfo, with Prudence and Oeco- 
nomy, might have render'd him 
ealy for the Remainder of his 
Life. | 

As to the Particulars of his 
Hiſtory, there are not many on 
Record, for his Eminence in pub- 
lie Character not riſing to ſuch 


an Height as to make the Tranſ- 


actions of his Life important to 
Strangers, and the Follies of his 


private Behaviour inducing thoſe, - 


who were more intimate with 
him, rather to conceal than pub- 
liſh his Actions, there is a Cloud 
of Obſcurity hanging over them, 
which 1s neither eaſy, nor indeed 
much worth while attempting, 
to withdraw from them. His 


Genius was of the third or fourth 


Rate, yet he lived in good Cor- 
reſpondente with moſt of the emi- 
nent Wits of his Time; parti- 
cularly with Aaron Hill, Eſq; 
whoſe eſtimable Character ren- 
der*'d it an Honour, and almoſt a 
Stamp of Merit, to be noticed by 
him,—That Gentleman, on a par- 
ticular Occaſion, in which Mr. 
Mitchell had laid open the diſ- 
treſſed Situation of his Circum- 


ſtances to him, finding himſelf 
unable, 


— — — 


XI 
unable, conſiſtently with Pru- 
lence, to relieve him by an im- 
mediately pecuniary Aſſiſtance (as 
he had indeed but too greatly in- 
jured his own Fortune by Acts 
of almoſt unbounded Generoſity) 
yet found Means of aſſiſting him 
eſſentiallß by another Method, 
which was by preſenting him 
with the Profits and Reputation 
alſo of a very beautiful dramatic 
Piece in one Act, entitled the 
Fatal Extra vagance, a Piece which 
ſeemed in its very Title to con- 
vey a gentle Reproof to Mr. 
Mitchel! on the Occafion oi his 
own Diſtreſſes. — It was aRed 
and printed in Mr, Mitcbell's 
Name, and the Emoluments a- 
riſing from it amounted to a very 
confidgrable Sum.—Mr, Mzytchell 
was + nn enough, however, 
to undeceive the World with Re- 
gerd to its true Author, and on 
every Occaſion acknowledged the 
Obligations he lay under to Mr, 
Hill, The dramatic Pieces how- 
ever, which appear under this 
Gentleman's Name, are, 

1. Fatal Extravagance, Trag. 
2. The Higbland Fair. Ballad 

Opera. 
The latter of theſe, however, is 
really Mr. Mitchell's, and does 
not want Merit in its Way. 

This Author died in 1738, and 
Mr. Cibber gives the following 
Character of him, with which I 
ſhall cloſe this Account. 

He ſeems (ſays that Writer) 
„to have been a Poet of the 
"third Rate; he has ſeldom 
" reached the Sublime; his Hu- 
* mour, in which he more ſuc- 
* ceeded, is not ſtrong enough to 
*laſt; his Verſification holds a 
„State of Mediocrity 3 he poſ- 
* ſefſed but little Invention; and, 
*1t he was not a bad Rhimeſter, 
* he cannot be denominated a 


« fine Poet, for there are but few 


M O 


« Marks of Genius in his Wri- 
c tings.” 

Hig Poems were printed in two 
Volumes, 8 vo. 1729. 

Mod cRiEF, Mr. — This Gen- 
tleman is a Scotſman.— He is Au- 
thor of one dramatic Piece, acted 


ſeven Years ago at the Theatre 


Royal in Covent - Garden, with 
middling Succeſs, and entitied, 
APpyPIUs, Trag. Vd. Ar- 
p EN DIx 8 
 MoxTacue, The Hon, Val. 
ter, Eſq;— ] his Gentleman was 


a younger Son of Henry the firſt 


Earl of Manchefler of that Name, 
and from whom the preſent Dukes 
of Mancheſter are lineally deſcend- 
ed.— He was born in the Pariſh 
of St. Botolpb, without Alderſ- 
gate, about the Cloſe of Queen 
Elizabeth's, or the Beginning of 
King James the firſt's Reign, but 
the particular Year is not ſpeci- 
fied by any of the Biographers.— 
He received ſome Years Educa- 
tion at Sidney College Cambridge, 


and afterwards met with Prefer- 


ment in the Government under 
King Charles I. being frequently 
ſent into France upon public Bu- 
ſineſs.— At length, he bid an en- 
tire Farewell, not only to the Re- 
ligion in which he had been born 
and baptized, but alſo to his Na- 


tive Country and all his Friends 


and Relations, and paſſed ſome 
Time in a Monaſtery, determining 
to ſettle for the Remainder of his 
Life in France; his Reaſons for 
which Step he aſſigned in a Let- 
ter to his Father, in Vindication of 
his Change, together with an An- 


ſwer to the ſame, written by Lu- 


cius Lord Falkland, in 4to, 1641. 
While he was abroad he ingra- 
tiated himſelf ſo well with the 
ueen Mother of France, that the 
made him her Almoner and one 
of 
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of her Cabinet Council. She alſo 
procured him the Dignity, firſt of 
Abbot of Nantueil of the Bene- 
dictine Order in the Dioceſe of 
Met, and afterwards of Abbot 
of the Benedi&ines of St. Martin's 
near Pontoiſe, a pleaſant Abbey in 
the Dioceſe of Roan, in the Room 
of the Abbot John Francois de 
Goudy, deceaſed, He was alſo, 
thro* his Intereſt with that Prin- 
ceſs, a great Friend to Mazarine, 
and a principal Inſtrument in eſ- 
_ tabliſhing him in her Favour ; 
for which, however, the Cardi- 
nal afterwards ſhewed, on many 
Occaſions, but a very ungrateful 
Return, | 

This Gentleman, who was uſu- 
ally called the Abbe Montague, 
and ſometimes Lord Abbot of Pon- 
toiſe, did not long ſurvive the 
Queen Mother of England, Hen- 
rietta Maria, that Princeſs dying 
on the liſt Day of Auguſt 1669, 
and Mr, Montague before the End 
of the fame Vear.— He was bu- 
ried in the Church or Chapel be- 
Ionging to the Hoſpital of Incura- 
bles at Paris, 

Before his quitting his Coun- 

try, and Deſertion from the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, he wrote one 
dramatic Piece, entitled, 

The Hepberd s Paradiſe. Paſt, 

Mol Lor, Charles, Eſq;—This 
Gentleman is deſcended from a 
very good Family in the King- 
dom of Ireland, and was himſelf 
born in the City of Dublin, al- 
tho? he received the greateſt Part 
of his Education abroad. —At his 
firſt coming to England he enter'd 
himſelf of the Middle Temple, and 
was ſuppoſed to have had a very 
conſiderable Hand in the writing 
of à periodical Paper, called Fog 
Journal, as alſo ſince that Time 
to have been almoft the ſole Au- 
thor of another well-known Pa- 


per, entitled Common Senſe, Aj 
theſe Papers give Teſtimony of 
ſtrong Abilities, great Depth of 
Underſtanding, and Clearnef; of 
Reaſoning.—He has allo written 
three dramatic Pieces, entitles, 
1. The Coguet, Com, | 
2. Half-pay Officers, Face, 
3. Perplexed Couple. Com. 
None of theſe Pieces met with 
any very extraordinary Succeſs, 
but the Author of N bincop's Ca- 
talogue relates an Anecdote re- 
lating to one of them, wiz, the 
Half-pay Officers, which, beſides 
its having ſome Humour in itſelf, 
has ſo much Concern with thea- 
trical Hiſtory, that I cannot den 
it a Place here, ; 
There was, ſays that Writer, 
one Thing very remarkable at the 
Repreſentation of this Farct'; the 
Part of an Old Grandmother was 


performed by Mrs. Fryer, who 


was then 85 Years of Age, and 
had quitted the Stage ever ſince 
the Reign of King Charles II, —It 
was put in the Bills, The Part o 
Lady Richlove to be performed 
Peg Fryer, who bas not appeared 
upon the Stage theſe fifty Years 
which drew together a great 
Houſe.— The Character in the 
Farce was ſuppoſed to be a very 
old Woman, and Peg went thro' 
it very well, as if ſhe had exerted 
her utmoſt Abilities. — But the 
Farce being ended, ſhe was brought 
again upon the Stage to dance 8 
igg, which had been promiſed 
in the Bills.-She came tottering 
in, as if ready to fall, and made 
two or three pretended Offers to 
go out again; but all on a ſudden, 
the Muſic ſtriking up the Ji 
Trot, the danced and footed it al- 
moſt as nimbly as any Wench 
five and twenty could have done. 
— This Woman afterwards ſet up 


a Public Houſe at Tottenbam —_ 
| | an 
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nd great Numbers frequently 
vent to ſatisfy their Curioſity in 
ſeeing ſo extraordinary a Perſon, 

This Story recalls to Mind a 
very extraordinary Particular 
bmewhat of the like Kind, in 
the Life of the celebrated M. 
Baron, the Garrick or the Bet - 
vim of the French Nation,-——— 
That great & ctor having, on ſome 
Occaſion, taken Diſgus at the 
Reception he had met with in 
the Purſuance 0! his Profeſſion, 
uittes the Stage, after having 
deen on it for ſevera! Years, al- 
tho! at that Time in the very 
Height of his Reputation. He on- 
tinued in a private and retired Man- 
zer for many Years, after whicn, 


zt 2 Time of Life when moſt 


Men woulc have conſidered them- 
ſelves es Veterans, would have 
found their Faculties abating, and 
been deſirous of retiring, if poſ- 
fble, from the Hurry of public 
Buſineſs, be returned again to 
the Stage with renewed Vigout 
and improved Abilities ; roſe to a 
higher Rank of Fame than even 
that which he had before obtain- 
ed; playing the youngeſt and moſt 
ſpirited Characters with unabated 
Ywacity; and continuing ſo to do 
for many Years afterwards, till 
Death ſnatched him away in a 
very advanced Age. . 
Moog Ek, Mr. Edward, was 
bred a Linnen Draper, but hav- 
ing probably a ſtronger Attach- 
ment to the Study than the 
Counter, and a more ardent Zeal 
in the Purſuit of Fame than in 
the Search after Fortune, he 
quittel Buſineſs, and applied to 
the Muſes for a Support,—In 
Verſe he had certainly a very 
happy and pleafing Manner ; in his 
Trial of Selim the Perſian, which 
82 Compliment to the ingenious 
Lord Lytthren, he has ſhewn bim- 
lil a perfect Maſter of the moſt 
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elegant Kind of Panegyrick, v“. 
that which is couched under the 
Appearance of Accuſation z and 
his Fables for the Female Sex ſeem, 
not only in the Freedom and Eaſe 
of the Verſification, but alſo in 


the Forcibleneſs of the Moral and 
Poignancy of the Satire, to ap- 


proach nearer to the Manner of 


Mr, Cay, than any of the nu- 
merous Imitations of that Author, 
which have been attempted fince 


the Publication of his Fables. 


As u dramatic Writer Mr, Moore 
has, I think, by no Means met 
with the Succeſs his Works have 
n erited, ſince, out of three Plays 
which he wrote, one of them tas 
been condemned for its ſuppoſed 
Reſemblance'to a very celebrated 
Comedy, (The Conſcious Lowers ) 
but to which I cannot avoid giv- 
ing it greatly the Preference; and 
another, wiz, The Gameſter, met 
with a cold Reception, for no o- 
ther apparent Reaſon, but becauſe 
it too nearly touched a favourite 
and faſhionable Vice. Vet on the 


whole his Plots are intereſting, 


his Cheracters well drawn, his 


Sentiments delicate, and his Lan- 


guage poetical and pleaſing ; and, 
what crowns the whole of his 
Recommendation, the greateſt Pu- 
rity runs thro' all his Writings, 
and the apparent Tendency of 
every Piece is towards the Promo- 
tion of Morality and Virtue, 
The two Plays I have mentioned, 
and one more, make the whole of 
his dramatic Works, as follows, 

1. Foundling. Com, 

2. Gameſter. Trag. 

3. GIL BTAS. Com. : 
Mr, Moore married a Lady of the 
Name of Hamilton, Daughter to 
Mr. II. Table - Decker to the 
Princeſſes; who had herſelf a 
very poetical Turn, and has been 
ſaid to have aſſiſted him in the 
Writing of his Tragedy.—One 

{ Specimen 


I 
1 

* 4 0 
1 
ö 


r —— Oo 


= 


_- 


— | — — 
ö Te ons. at 


OS 
* — 
* « 
r 


MO 

Specimen of her Poetry, however, 
was handed about before their 
Marriage, and has ſince appeared 
in Print in different ColleQions 
of Songs, particularly in one called 
the Gold-Finch,—Jt was addreſſed 
to a Daughter of the famous Ste- 
pben Duck; and begins with the 
following Stanza, 


Nould you thirk it, my Duck, for 
| the Fault I muft own, 
Your Jenny, at laßt, is quite co- 
verous grown ; | 
Tho* Millions if Fortune ſhould 
lawifply pour, 
1 frill ſbou d be wretched, if I 
bad not Mok R. 


And after half a Dozen Stanzas 
more, in which, with great In- 
genuity and Delicacy, and yet in 
a Manner that expreſſes a fincere 
Affection, ſhe has quibbled on 
our Author's Name, ſhe concludes 
with the following Lines, 


You will wonder, my Girl, woho 
this dear one can be, 

Whoſe Merit can boaſt ſuch a 
Congucſt as me; 

But you ſban t know bis Name, 

: tbo" I told you before, 

I begins with an M, but I dare 
not ſay MORE. 


Mr. Meore died ſoon after his 
celebrated Papers, entitled The 


World, were collected into Vo- 


lumes. 

Moonx, Sir Thomas.——This 
Gentleman lived in the Reign of 
King George I. which Monarch 
beftowed on him the Honour of 
Knighthood,—On what Occaſion 
is not recorded; but, as ſome 
Writers have obſerved, it was 
fearcely on Account of 7 

He only wrote one Play, 
. Shieh is — 49 only for its 
_  Ablurdities,—If is entitled, 


MO. 
Mancor a, King of the Tin 
BUSIANS, Trag. 


This Play, partly thro' the Ne. 
ceſſity of the Actors of Lincolx s. 


Inn- Fields Theatre, who were then 


only a young Company, and had 
met with but ſmall Encourage. 
ment from the Public, and were 


glad of making Trial of any 


Thing that had but the Nature 
of Novelty to recommend it, and 
partly thro' the Influence of ma. 
ny good Dinners and Supper 
which Sir Thomas gave them 
while it wes in Rehearſal, at 
length made its Way to the Stage; 
but we need do no more, to give 
our Readers an Idea of the Me. 
rit of the Piece and the Genius 
of its Author, than the quoting 
a few Lines from it, which Mr. 
Victor has given us in his Hiſtory 
of the Hage. — In one Part of the 
Play the King makes uſe of the 
following very extraordinary Ex- 
clamation, 


By ail the ancient Gods of Rome 
and Greece, 

J love my Daughter better than 

| my Niece; 


If any one ſhould aſk the Reaſm | 


| oy | : 
I'd tell em Nature makes the 
ſtrongeſt Tie. 


And, in another Place, having 
conceived a Suſpicion of ſome 
Deſign being formed againſt his 
Life, he thus emphatically calls 
for and commands Aſſiſtance, 


Call up my Guards | call em uf 
ev'ry one! i 

If you. don't call alli d & 
good call none, 


Moncan, McNamara, Eſq; ® 


Native of Ireland; was, if I am 


not miſtaken, a Member of the 
F 
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Honourable Society of Lincoln 3 
Im, and has fince been called to 
the Bar, and practiſed as a Coun- 
{or in the Courts of Juſtice in 
Dublin, He contrafted a cloſe 
Friendſhip with Mr. Barry the 
celebrated Actor, thro' whoſe In- 
fluence a Tragedy of his, founded 
on Part of Sir Philip Sidney t Ar- 
cadia, was brought on the Stage 
in 1754.—It met with ſome Suc- 
ceſs from the ſtrong Manner in 
which it was ſupported in the 
Performance, and from the potent 
Intereſt of the Iriſb Gentlemen in 
London, excited in Favour of their 
Countryman's Work,—A Kind 
of national Zeal, which is highly 
Praiſe-worthy, and which indeed 
we meet with in the People of 
every Country but our own, the 
Natives of which, when they 
chance to meet abroad, ſeem to 
pay no more peculiar Regard for 
each other, than for the Natives 
of North- America, or the Coaſt of 
Coromandel, Mr, M*Namara's 
Tragedy, however, certainly found 
1 favourable a Reception as it 
could lay any Claim to, as it was in 
many Reſpects very far from being 
limited within the ſtrict Rules of 
the Drama, and of a Species of 
Writing much tov romantic for 
the preſent Tafte,—It is entitled, 

Partoctxa, Trag. | 
A particular and very diverting 
Account of this Piece ma; be 
found in the tenth Volume of the 
Montbly Review, p. 157, ſeg- 

* Morgan died in the Vear 
1762. 
Moss, Mr, Theophilus, is Au- 
thor of one moſt contemptible 
Piece, which was never acted, 
| but. which the Vanity of ſeeing 
his Name in Print has ſeduced 
him to the Publication of, en- 
titled, 

The General Lover. C. 1748. 
We have been informed, how- 


M'O 

ever, that the real Name of this 
Writer is not Moſs, but Marriot. 

MoTTEzux, Mr, Peter An- 
thony.— This Gentleman was a 
Native of France, being born in 
1660, at Rohan in Normandy, 
where alſo he received his Edu- 
cation.— Being bred to Trade, in 
which he made a conſiderable Fi- 
gure, he came over to England, 
and reſided for many Years in 
this Kingdom, where he acquir'd 
ſo perfect a Maſtery of the Eng- 
/iſþ Language, that he not only 
was qualified to oblige the World 
with a very good Tranſlation of 
Don Quixote, but alſo wrote ſe- 
veral Songs, Prologues, Epilogues, 
Se. and, what was ſtill more ex- 
traordinary, became a very emi- 
nent dramatic Writer in a Lan- 
guage to which he was not na- 
tive, The reſpective Titles of 
his numerous Pieces of that Kind 
are as follow, 

1. Acts and GALATEA, 
Maſque, 

2, ARSINOE, Queen of Cv- 
PRUS., Opera, | 

3. Amorous Miſer. Com. 

4. Beauty in Diſtreſs. Trag. 

5. BRNITAITIN 'I Happineſs 
Muſical Interlude. 

5. Evroye's Revell. Mu- 
ſical Interlude. 

7. Four Seaſons. Muſical In- 
terlude. Vid. Vol. 1. Ar- 
PEN DIx. 

. 8, Iſland Princeſs. Dramatic 
Opera. Vid. Vol. I. Ar- 
PENDIX, 

9. Love dragoon d. Farce, 

10. Love's a Feſt. Com. 

11. Loves of MARS and V- 
us. Play, ſet to Muſic. 

12, Novelty. 

13. Temple of Love. Paſtoral 

Opera. Vid. Vol. I. Ar- 
PENDIX. a 

14. ThomYRIs, Queer of Scv- 

THIA, Opera, 
| This 
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This Gentleman, who ſeems to 


have led a very comfortable Liſe, 
his Circumſtances having been 


perfectly eaſy, was yet unfortu - 


nate in his Death; for he was 
found dead in a diſorderly Houſe 
in the Pariſh of St. Clement Danes, 
not without Suſpicion of having 
been murdered, tho' other Ac- 
counts ſay, that he met with his 
Fate in trying a very odd Experi- 
ment.— This Accident happened 
to him on the 19th of Feb. 1717-18, 
Which, being his Birth-Day, ex- 
actly compleated his 58th Year, 
His Body was interr'd in his own 


Pariſh Church, which was that 


of St. Mary Axe, in the City of 
London, | 
MoTTLEY, John, Eſq; is the 
Son of Colonel Mottley, who was 
a great Favorite with King James 
the Second, and followed the For- 
tunes of that Prince into France, 
James, not being able himſelf to 
provide for him ſo well as he de- 
fired, procured for him, by his 
Intereſt, the Command of a Regi- 
ment in the Service of Louis XIV. 


at the Head of which he loſt his 
Life, in the Battle of Turin, in 


the Year 1706. The Colonel 


married a Daughter of John Guiſe, 


Eſq; of Abledſcourt in Glouceſter- 
fire, with whom, by the Death 
of a Brother who left her his 
whole Eſtate, he had a very con- 
fiderable Fortune. —The Family 
of the Cuiſes, however, being of 
Principles diametrically oppoſite 
to thoſe of the Colonel, and zea- 
lous Friends to the Revolution, 
Mrs. Moetley, notwithſtanding the 


tendereſt Affection for her Huſ- 


band, and repeated Invitations 
from the King and Queen then 
at St, Germains, could not be pre- 
vailed on to follow him, but ra- 
ther choſe to live on the Remains 
of what he had left her behind. 
{te Colonel being ſcent over to 


X O 


England, three or four Years a. 
ter the Revolution, on a ſecret 
Commiſſion from King Jane 
and cohabiting with his Wife gy. 
ring his ſhort Stay there, ocz. 


ſioned the Birth of our Author in 


the Vear 1692. 

Mr. Mortley received the fit 
Rudiments of his Education 2 
St. Mark's Library School, found. 
ed by Archbiſhop Tenniſon, tut 
was ſoon called forth into Bug. 
neſs, being placed in the Ex 
Office at ſixteen Years of Age un. 
der the Comptroller, Lord Viſ. 
count Hozoe, whoſe Brother and 
Siſter were both related by Mar. 
riage to his Mother.— This Place 
he kept till the Vear 1720, 
when, in Conſequence of an un- 
happy Contract that he had made, 
probably in Purſuit of ſome of the 
Bubbles of that infatuated Year, 
he was obliged to reſign it, 

Soon after the Acceſſion of 


King George I, Mr. Motley had 


been promiſed by the Lord Halh- 
fax, at that Time firſt Lord of the 
Treaſury, the Place of one of the 


Commiſſioners of the Vine Licence | 


Office ; but when the Day came 


that his Name ſhould have been 


inſerted in the Patent, a more 
powerful Intereſt, to his great 
Surprize, had ſtep'd in between 
him and the Preferment of which 
he had ſo poſitive a Promile, 
— This, however, was not the 
only Diſappointment of that Kind 
which this Gentleman met with, 
for, at the Period above-men- 
tioned, when he parted with his 
Place in the Exciſe, he had one 
in the Exchequer abſolutely given 
to him by Sir Robert Waſpole, to 
whom he-lay under many other 
Obligations. — But in this Caſe, 
as well as the preceding one, at 
the very Time that he imagined 
himſelf the ſureſt, he was doomed 


to find his Hopes fruſtrated ; * 
| th 
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MO 
bat Miniſter, no longer than. 
three Days afterwards, recolleCt-- 
ing that he had made a prior Pro- 
wiſe of it to another, Mr. Matt- 
ly was obliged to relinguiſh his 
(aim to him who had, in Ho- 
nour, an earlier Right to it. 

Mt. Cui ſe, our Author's Grand- 
father by the Mother's Side, had 
ſettled an Eſtate on him after the 
beath of his Mother, ſhe being 
o receive the Income of it during 
her Liſe-Time; but that Lady, 
whoſe Inclination for Expence, or 
what the World commonly calls 
Grit, was greatly above her Cir- 
tumſtances, thus diminiſhed as 
they were in Conſequence of her 
Huſdand's Party Principles, being 
eonfiderably involved in Debt, 
Mr, Mottley, in Order to free her 
fom thoſe Incumbrances, con- 
ſented to the Sale of the Eſtate, 
atho' ſhe was no more than Te- 
nant for Life.— This Step was 
tiken at the very Time that he 
bf his Place in the Exciſe, which 
might perhaps be one Motive for 
lis joining in the Sale, and when 
he was almoſt twenty-eight Years 
of Ape, 

In the ſame Year, finding his 
Fortunes in ſome Meaſure im- 
paired, and his Proſpects over- 
clouded, he applied to his Pen, 
vhich had hitherto been only his 
Amuſement, for the Means of 
inmediate Support, and wrote his 
it Play, which met with toler- 
ale Succeſs, From that Time 
be depended chiefly on his li- 


trry Abilities for the Amend- 


ment of his Fortune, and wrote 
the following dramatic Pieces ; 
bme of which met with tolerable 
decceſs, 

1, Ax TIioenvs. Trag. 

2, Craftſman. Farce. 

3. Imperial Capti ves. Trag. 

4. PN ETO E. Mock Ball. Op. 

5. Widsw bewitch'd, Com. 
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He had alſo a Hand in the 


Compoſition of that many-father'd 
Piece, the Devil to pay, as well 
as in that of the Farce of Penc- 
lope ; as may be ſeen in our Ac- 
count of thoſe Pieces in the firſt 
Vol. of this Work, —He publiſk- 
ed a Life of the great Czar Peter, 


by Subſcription, in which he met 


with the Sanction of ſome of the 
Royal Family and great Numbers 
of the Nobility and Gentry ; and, 
on Occaſion of one of his B-nc- 
fits, which happened on the 3d of 
Nowvemoer, her late Majeſty Queen 
Caroline, on the Zoth of the pre- 
ceding Month) being the Prince 
of Wales's Birth - Day) did the 
Author the ſingular Honour of 
diſpoſing of a great Number of 
his Tickets, with her own Hand, 
in the Drawing-Room, moſt of 
which were paid for in Gold, in» 
to the Hands of Colonel Scbutæ, 


his Royal Highneſs's Privy-Purſe, 


from whom Mr. Mortley received 
it, with the Addition of a very 
liberal Preſent from the Prince 
himſelf, 

 Chetwood, in his Britiſh Thea- 


tre, has hinted a Surmiſe, and I 


think with ſome Appearance of 
Reaſon, that Mr. Morley was the 
Compiler of the Lives of the dra- 
matic Writers, publiſhed at the 
End of Whincep's Scanderbeg.— It 
is certain, that the Life of Mr. 


Nottley, in that Wotk, is ren- 


dered one of the moſt, important 
in it, and 1s particularized by ſuch 


a Number of various Incidents, 22 


it ſeems improbable ſhould be 
known by any but either himſe:f 
or ſume one nearly related to him. 
Among others he relates the fol- 
lowing Anecdote, with which, as 
it contains ſome Humour, I ſhall 
cloſe this Article, 

When Colonel Mottley, our 
Author's Father, came over, as 


has been before related, on a ſecret 


1221 Com» 
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Commiſſion from the abdicated 
Monarch, the Government, who 
had by ſome Means Intelligence 
of it, were very diligent in the 
Endeavours to have him ſeized. 
The Colonel, however, was hap- 
py. enough to elude their Search, 
but ſeveral other Perſons were, at 
different Times, ſeized thro' Miſ- 
take for him. — Among the reſt, 
it being well known that he fre- 
quently ſupped at the Blue Poſts 
Tavern in the Haymarket, with 
one Mr. Tredenbam, a Corniſh Gen- 
tleman, particular Directions were 


given for ſearching that Houſe.— 


Colonel Mortiey, however, hap- 
pening not to be there, the Meſ- 
ſengers found Mr. Tredenbam alone, 
and with a Heap of Papers before 


him, which, being a ſuſpicious 
Circumſtance, they immediately 


ſeized, and carried him before the 
Earl of Nottingham, then Secre- 
tary of State. : 

His Lordſhip, who, however, 
could not avoid knowing him, as 
he was à Member of the Houſe of 
Commons, and Nephew to the 
famous Sir Edward Seymour, aſked 
him what all thoſe Papers con- 
tained, Mr: Tredenbam made 


Anſwer, that they were only the 


ſeveral. Scenes of a Play, which 
he had been fcribbling for the 
Amuſement of a:few leiſure Hours. 


Lord Nottingham then only deſired 


Leave juſt to look over them, 
which having done for ſome little 
Time, he returned them again to 
the Author, aſſuring him that he 
was perfectly ſatisfied ; for, Upon 
my Word, ſaid he, I can ad no 
Plot in them, | 

MounTryorT, Mr. William.— 
This Gentleman, whe is far from 
a contemptible Writer, tho' in 
much greater Eminence as an Ac- 
tor, was born in the Vear 16 50, 
but of what Family no Particulars 
are extant, farther than that they 


M O 
were of Kaffordſbire.— It is pro- 
bable that he went early upon the 
Stage, as it is certain that he died 
young, and Jacob informs us that, 
after his attaining that Degree of 
Excellence which ſhewed itſelf in 
his Performance of the Character 
of Tallbey and Sir Courtiy Nice, he 
was entertained for ſome Time in 
the Family of the Lord Chan- 
cellor Jefferies ; after which he 
again returned to the Stage, in 
which Profeſſion he continued till 


his Death, which happened in 


1692, 
Mr. Colley Cibber, who has, in 


his Apology, ſhewn great Candour 


and Warmth in his beſtowing all 
due Commendations on his Co- 


temporaries, has drawn one of the 


moſt amiable Portraits of Mr, 
Mount fort as an Actor.—He tells 
us that he was tall, well made, 
fair, and of an agreeable Aſpect. 
His Voice clear, full and melo- 
dious ; a moſt affecting Lover in 
Tragedy, and in Comedy gave the 
trueſt Life to the real Character 
of a fine Gentleman.— In Scenes 
of Gaiety he never broke into 
that Reſpect that was due to the 
Preſence of equal or ſuperior Cha- 
racters, though inferior Acton 
played them, nor fought to ac- 
quire any Advantage over other 
Performers by Fineſſe, or Stage- 
Tricks, but only by furpaſbng 
them in true and maſterly Touches 
of Nature. —He had in himſelf 3 
ſufficient Share of Wit, and 2 
Pleaſantry of Humour that gate 
new Life to the more ſpright!y 
Characters which he appeared in; 
and ſo much Decency did he pte 
ſerve even in the more diſſolute 
Parts in Comedy, that Queen 
Mary II. who was remarkable for 
her Solicitude in the Cauſe ef 


: Virtue, and Diſcouragement e 


even the Appearance of ice, 
did, on ſeeing Mrs, Bebn ph 
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medy of the Rover performed, at 
the ſame Time that ſhe expreſſed 
her Diſapprobation of the Piece 
itſelf, make a very juſt Diſtine- 
tion between the Author and Ac- 
tor, and allowed a due Praiſe to 
the admirable Performance of 
Mr. Mount fort in the Character. 
He had, beſides this, ſuch an 
amazing Variety in his Manner, 
as very few Actors have been able 
to attain 3 and was ſo excellent 
in the Caſt of Fops and Petit Mai- 
tree, that Mr. Cibber, who was 
himſelf in high Eſteem in that 
Manner of playing, not only ac- 
knowledges that he was greatly 
indebted to his Obſervation of 
this Gentleman for his own Suc- 
ceſs afterwards, but even confeſſes 
a great Inferiority to him, more 
eſpecially in perſonal Advantage; 
and ſays moreover, that had Mr, 
Mount fort been remember'd when 


de firſt attempted them, his De- 


fets would have been more eaſily 
diſcovered, and conſequently his 
favourable Reception in them ve- 
ry much and very juſtly abated, 

Such were the Excellencies of 
this great Performer, who did 
not, however, in all Probability, 
reach that Summit of Perfection 
which he might have arrived at, 
had he not been untimely cut off 
by the Hands of a baſe Aſſaflin, 
in the 33d Year of his Age.—As 
the Affair was in itſelf of an ex- 
traordinary Nature, and fo eſſen- 
tial a Circumſtance in Mr. Meurt- 
fir's Hiſtory, I need make no 
Apology for giving a. ſhort Detail 
of it in this Place, collected from 
the Circumſtances which appear- 
ed on the Trial of the Murderer's 
Accomplice. 

Lord Meban, who was a Man 
of ooſe Morals, and of a torbu- 
lent and rancourous Spirit, had, 
from Kind of Sympathy of Dzſ- 
| Plition, contracted the eloſeſt In- 
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timacy with one Captain Ii, 


whom Nature, by with-holding - 


from him every valuable Quality, 
ſeem'd to have intended for a Cut- 
Throat.— Hill had long entertain- 
ed a Paſſion for that celebrated 
Actreſs Mrs. Bracegirdle, which 
that Lady had rejected, with that 
contemptuous Diſdain which his 
Character juſtly deſerved.—Fir'd 
with Reſentment for this Treat - 
ment, Hill's Vanity would not 
ſuffer him to attribute it to any 
other Cauſe than a Pre-Engage- 
ment of her Affections in favour 
of ſome other Lover. — Mountfort's 
agreeable Perſon, his frequently 
performing the Counterparts in 
Love-Scenes with Mrs. Braccgir- 
dle, and the Reſpect which he 


uſed always to pay her, induced 


Captain Hill to fix on him, tho? 


a married Man, as the ſuppoſed. 
Bar to his own Succeſs, —Grown. 


deſperate then of ſuccceding by 
fair Means, he determined to at- 
tempt Force; and, communicat- 
ing his Deſign to Lord Mohn, 
whoſe Attachment to him was ſo 
great, as to render him the Ac- 
complice in all his Schemes, and 
the Promoter of even his moſt 
criminal Pleaſures, they deter- 
mined on a Plan for carrying her 
away from the Play-Houſe ; but, 
not finding her there, they got 
Intelligence where ſhe was to ſup, 
and, having hired a Number of 
Soldiers and a Coach for the Pur- 
poſe, waited near the Door for 
her coming out, and, on her 
ſo doing, the Ruffians actually 
ſeized her, and were going to 
force her into the Coach ; but 


her Mother, and the Gentleman 


whoſe Houſe ſhe came out off, 


interpoſing till farther Affiſtance 


could come up, ſhe was reſcued 
from them, and ſafely eſcorted to 


her own Houte. —— Lord WII un 


and Captain iii, however, en— 
1 razed 
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MO 
raged at their Difappointment in 
this Attempt, immediately re- 
refolyed on one of another Kind, 
.and with violent Imprecations 
2 vowed Revenge on Mr. 

ountfort. 2 

MrS” Bracegirdle's Mother, and 
a Gentleman who were Ear- 
Witneſſes to their Threats, im- 
mediately ſent to inform Mrs. 
Mount fort of her Huſband's Dan- 
ger, with their Opinion that ſhe 
ſhould warn him of it, and adviſe 
him not to come home that Night; 
but unfortunately, no Meſſenger 
Mrs. Mountfort ſent was able to 
find him.— In the mean Time 


his Lordſhip and the Captain pa- 


raded the Streets with their. 


Swords drawn, till about Mid- 


night, when Mr. Mountfort, on 
his Return home, was met and 
ſaluted in a friendly Manner by 
Lord Mobun; but, while that 
Scandal to' the Rank and Title 
which he bore was treacherouſly 
holding him in a Converſation 
which he could form no Suſpicion 
from, the Aſſaſſin Hiil, being at 
his Back, firſt gave him a deſpe- 
rate Blow on the Head with his 
left Hand, and immediately after- 
wards, be fore Mr. Mount fort had 
Time to draw and ſtand on his 
Defence, he, with the Sword he 
held ready in his right, run him 
throvgh the Body.— This laſt Cir- 
eumſtance Mr, Mozntfort declar'd, 


as a dying Man, to Mr. Bencroft, 


the Surgeon who attended him. 
— Hil! immediately made his Eſ- 
| cape, but Lord Mobun was ſeized, 
and food his Trial:;z but, as it 
did not appear that he imme- 
diately aſſiſted Hall in perpetrating 
this Aſſaſſination, and that, al- 
. tho? Lord Mobun had joined with 
the Captain in his Threats of Re- 
venge, yet the actual Mention of 
 Maurther could not be proved, his 
Lordſhip was acquitted by his 


MO 
Peers.—He afterwards, however, 
himfelf loſt his Life in a Duel 
with the Duke of Hamilton, in 
which it has been hinted that 
ſome of the ſame Kind of Trea. 
chery, which he had been an A. 
bettor of in the above-mentioneg 
Affair, was put in Practice againſt 
himſelf.— Mr. Mountfort's Death 
happened in Vorfolk-Street in the 
Strand, in the Winter of 1692. 
— His Body was interred in the 
Church Yard of St. Clements Danes. 

He left behind him the five 
following dramatic Pieces, which 
he brought on the Stage, —The 
firſt of them, however, is nomi- 
nated as his by no Writer but 
Chetwword ; and Coxeter tells us it 
was written by Jobꝝ Bancreft, and 
given by him to Mr, Mountfort, 

1. Edward III. Trag. 

2. GREENWICH Park, Com. 

3. Injur'd Lovers, Trag. 

4. Life ard Death of Dr. Fa u- 

rn, Farce. 

5. Succeſsful Strangers. Com. 
Coxeter, in his MS, Notes, has 
unaccountably altered the Date of 
his Death, having altered 1692 
to 1696, and added tat. 35, 
whereas all the other Writers a- 
gree in his having been killed in 
his 33d Vear.— The Date of Lord 
Mobun's Trial, however, which 
is by no Means difficult to have 
Acceſs to, determines that Point 
beyond all Diſpute, 

Mozz xn, Mr. William, —This 
Gentleman, who is an Actor on 
the Theatre Royal in Drury Lore, 
was, as I have been informed, 
originally bred to the Law; but, 
probably finding the Laboriouſnels 
or Gravity of that Profeſſion un- 
ſuitable to his natural Diſpoſition, 
he quitted it for the Stage, on 
which, however, he makes 10 
very conſpicuous Figure. Vet he 
has given ſome Proofs of Genius 


and Humour in the Writing Way, 
being 


N A 


ing reputed the Author of a 
——— Account of the 
Adventures of a Summer Compa- 

of Comedians, detached from 
the Metropolitan Theatres, com- 
mencing capital Heroes within 
the Limits of a Barn, and to the 
Audience of a Country Town, 
The Book is entitled Young Scar- 
un, and gives evident Proofs of 
the Author's having a perfect 
Knowledge of the Scenes and 
Characters he attempts to de- 
ſeribe, and no very unſkilful Pen- 
cil for the pourtraying them with 
their moſt ſtriking Features, and 
in the livelieſt Colours, -He has 
allo written ſome little Poems, 
for the Publication of which, by 
Subſcription, Propoſals have been 
delivered; and alſo a Farce, en- 
titled, 8 

The ANTIGALLICAN, Vid. 

APPENDIX, | 


"= 


M.—Theſe Letters ſtand 


* as the Initials of a young 


Lady's Name, who introduced on 
the Stage an Alteration of Beau- 


nont and Fleteber's Loyal Subject, | 


under the Title of, | 
The Faithful General. Frag. 
NAB RES, Mr. Thomas, wrote 
in the Reign of Charles I. — Lang- 
baine ranks him as a third Rate 
Poet, but Cibber will not admit to 
above a fifth Rate Degree of Merit, 


Yet he appears to have been well 


eſteemed by bis Cotemporaries, 
Richard Brome and Rob, Chamber- 
laine having publickly profeſſed 


themſelves his Friends, and Sir 


Jobn Suckling having warmly pa- 
tronized him. One Degree of 
Merit at leaſt he bas a Claim to, 
and that is, that his Plays are 


N A 
truly and entirely his own, not 
having had Recourſe to any pre- 


ceding Writer for Afiſtance}; on 
which Account his Deficiencies 


are certainly more pardonable, and 


the Applauſe due to his Beauties 
more truly his own, than thoſe 
of many other Bards, —— This 
Langbaine, whoſe great Reading 
enabled him very accurately to 
trace the Plagiaries of Authors, 
ſeems to confirm, at the ſame 
Time that he quotes the Author's 
own Aſſertion of it ia his Prologue 
to the Comedy of Covent Garden, 
in theſe Words, 


Hie jufvifies that "ris no borrow'd 


Strain | 
From the Invention of another's 
Brain; 


Nor did he heal the Fancy, &c. 


The dramatic Pieces extant by this 
Author are the following, 
1. Bride. Com. | | 
2. Covent Garden, Com. 
3. Entertainment on the Prince's 
Birth-Day, Maſque, 
4. HANNIBAL and Sirio. 
Hiſt, Trag. 
5. Microcoſmus, Maſque. 
6. Spring's Glory, Maſque. 
7. Tottenham Court, Com. 
8. Unfortunate Mother, Trag. 
Phillips and Winftanley, according 
to their uſual Cuſtom, have aſ- 
eribed two other anonymous Plays 
to him, which however Lang- 


baine has proved not to be his. 


They are entitled, 
CHARLES I. Trag. 
Woman Hater arraigned. Com. 

Mood informs us, that Mr. Nabbes 

made a Continuation of Knolles's 

Hiſtory of the Turks, from the 

Year 1628 to the End of 1647, 

collected from the Diſpatches of 

Sir Peter Wyche, Knt, Ambaſ- 

ſador at Conſtantinople, and others, 
Coxcter ſeems to be of Opinion, 
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e ente Mass 


who lies buried in the Temple 
Church, under the Organ on the 
Inner Side. 
Nas, Mr. Thomas, was Co- 
temporary with the foregoing 
Writer.—He was born at the Sea- 


port Town of Leoftoff. in - Suffolk, 


and was deſcended ffom a Family 
whoſe Reſidence was in Hertford- 
Hire. He received his Education 
in the Univerſity of Cambridge, 


and was deſigned for Holy Orders, 
but it docs not appear that he ei- 


ther met with any Patronage, or 
obtained any Preferment in the 
Church.—Oa the contrary, if we 
may judge from his Poem entitled 


Pierce Pennileſs, which, tho' writ⸗ 


ten with a conſiderable Spirit of 
Poetry, ſeems to breathe the Sen- 
timents of a Man in the Height 
of Deſpair and Rage againſt the 
World, it appears probable that 
he had met with many Diſap- 
pointments and much. Diſtreſs, — 
And indeed, it ſeems not im- 
probable, from the Raillery which 
he vents at Robert Green in his 
Pierce Pennileſs, and from his hav- 
ing been with that Writer at the 
Feaſt in which he took the Sur- 
feit that carried him off the Stage 
of Life, that he had been, and 
even continued to the laſt to be, 
a Companion and Intimate to that 
looſe and riotous Genius, whoſe 
Hiſtory I have before related. 
And, as Diſſipation moft gene- 
rally ſeeks out Companions of its 
own Kind to conſort and aſſociate 


with, it will not, perhaps, ap- 


pear an improbable Suggeſtion, 
that ſome of Greens : Comrades 
might run into the ſame Extra- 
vagances, and meet with the ſame 
Diſtreſſes in Conſequence of them, 


that he himſeif had done, and 


that Naſp's Poem above-mention- 
ed might be no leſs a Picture of 


the Situation of his Mind, than 


% 


N A 


the Recantation Pieces which ! 
have taken Notice of in the Life 
of Green, 

_ Naſh's Talent was Satire, in 
which he muſt have had great 
Excellence, if we may give Cre. 
dit to the Authority of an old 
Copy of Verſes which Langbaine 
has quoted concerning him, in 
which it is ſaid of him, 


—_—_— was he; and that 


ay . 
He «vent, that ſince his Being, to 
this Day, , 
Few have attempted ; and I ſurely 
7 


Thoſe Words fhall hardly be ſe 


down in Ink 
Shall ſcorch and Blaſt, ſo as bis 
could, when he | 


Would infli Vengeance, 


Particularly, he was engaged in 


a moſt virulent Paper- War with 
the fame Dr. Gabriel Harvey, 
whom his Friend Reb. Green had 
ſatirized in ſome of his Writings 
and whoſe rancorous Revenge led 
him even to treat his Body ill af- 
ter Death, as I have before given 
an Account of under GREEN. 
His dramatic Works are only 
two in Number, vix. 
1. DI Do, Queen of Car- 
TAGE. Trag. 15 
2. Summcr's laſt Will and Tis 
tament, Com. | 


Beſides theſe, Phillips and Win- 


Hanley have very unjuſtly aſcribed 


to this Author Mr, Dewbridg:- 
Court Belchier's Comedy of Har:s 
Beer Pot, (which I have reſtored 
to the right Owner) and at the 


ſame Time omitted the Mention 


of the Tragedy of Dido, which 
was unqueſtionably his; or at 
leaſt he had a conſiderable Hand 


in it in Conjunction with Mar- 


le, 


NEvit, 
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NI VII, Mr. Robert, lived in 
the Reign of King Charles I.— 
There are no Particulars relat- 
ing to him extant, farther than 
that he received his Education at 
King's College, in the Univerſity 
of Cambridge, where he obtained 
2 Fellowſhip; and that he wrote 
one Play, which is far from de- 
ficient in Point of Merit, en- 
titled, En gh 

The Poor Scholar. Com. 

NZVIII, Mr, Alexander, = 
This Author was a Native of 
K.nt, lived in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and was Brother to Dr. 
thomas Newill, who ſucceeded to 
the Deanery of Canterbury on the 
Deceaſe of Biſhop Rogers, — He 
made a very early Progreſs in 
Learning, particularly in the Stu- 
dy of Poetry, for, at ſixteen Years 
of Age, he was fixed on by the 
celebrated Jaſper Heyzwood, as one 
of thoſe whom he thought capa- 
ble of joining with himſelf in a 


Tranſlation of the Tragedies of. 


Seneca, —T hat which this Youth 
undertook was the fifth, entitled. 
OrDIrpus. Trag. 
This Piece was executed in the 
Tear 1 N thoꝰ' not publiſhed till 
the reſt, by Heywood, Newton, 
Nuce and Stadley, in 1581; be- 
fdes which, Food acquaints us 
of another Work of this Author, 
entitled, Kettus, five de Fumoribus 
Nor folcienſium, &c. 1582,—Mr, 
Nevill was born in 1544.—It is 
not apparent when he died, but 
he was buried in the Chapel be- 
longing to the Cathedral Church 
of Canterbury, in a Monument e- 
rected for that Purpoſe by his 
Brother the Dean, ſome Years 
before the Deceaſe of either of 
them,—The Dean died in 161 5, 
and, according to Wood, ſeems to 
have ſurvived our Author. 
NewcasTLie, William Caven- 
diſo, Duke of.— This noble Au- 


ter of Cuthbert, Lord Ogle.— He 
was born in 1592, and his Fa- 
ther, who diſcovered in him, even 


his Abilities and Honour, by aſ- 


NE 
thor, who was juſtly eſteemed one 
of the moſt finiſhed Gentlemen, 
as well as the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed General and Stateſman of 
the Age he lived in, was the Son 
of Sir Charles Cavendiſh, whoſe 
Father was Sir William Cavendiſh, 
and his elder Brother the fuſt 
Earl of Devonſhire of that Family, 
His Mother was Catharine, Daugh- 
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from Infancy, a great Quickneſs 
of Genius, and a ſtrong Propenſity 
to Literature, took Care to im- 
prove thoſe Advantages, by pro 
curing for him the beſt Maſters in 
every Science, 

His Courſe of Education being 
early compleated, he appeared at 
Court with ſo high a Reputation 
for Abilities, as drew on. him the 
peculiar Attention and Regard of 
King James I. who, at the Cre- 
ation of Henry Prince of Wales in 
1610, made him a Knight of the 
Bath, and, in 1620, his Father 
having been dead three Years, by 
whoſe Deceaſe he became poſſeſſed 
of a large Eſtate, he was created 
a Peer by the Title of Baron Ogle. 
and Viſcount Mansfield, which 
Titles were afterwards farther en- 
nobled in the third Year of King 
Charles I's Reign, by the Addi- 
tion of that of Lord Cavendiſb of 
Balſover, and the ſtill higher one 
of Earl of Nezocafile upon Tyne. 

The high Favour, however, in 
which his Lordſhip ſtood at Court, 
excited the Jealouſy of the Mi- 
niſters, and more particularly of 
the Favorite Duke of Bucking- 
ham, notwithſtanding which, his 
Lordſhip preſerved the King's Af- 
fection towards him in ſo perfect 
a Degree, that, in 16438, his 
Majeſty gave the ſtrongeſt Teſti- 
mony of his Confidence, both in 
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ſigning him the very important Of- 
fice of Governor to the Prince of 
Males.— In 1639, when the Trou- 
bles broke out in Scotland, the 
King being obliged, not only to 
aſſemble an Army in the North, 
but alſo to put himſelf at the 
Head of it, Which was an Expe- 
dition that could not but require 
immenſe Sums, and that at a 
Time when the Royal Finances 
were extremely low, his Lordſhip, 
in Demonſtration of his Zeal and 
Loyalty, not only contributed ten 
Thouſand Pounds to the Trea- 
- Tury, but allo taiſed a Troop of 
Horſe, conſiſting of about two 
Hundred Knights and Gentlemen, 
who ſerved at their own Charge, 
and were incorporated under the 
Title of the Prince's Troop ; on 
which Occaſion a very remarkable 
Inſtance was given of how far his 
Loyalty, however it might eſta- 
bliſh him in the King's Eſteem, 
continued to give Umbrage to thoſe 
who were defirous of a ſuperior. 
Influence at Court.— And, as his 
Lordſhip's Behaviour on the Oc- 
caſion was ſuch, as exalted his 
Reputation, at the ſame Time 
that it conſiderably leſſened that 
of' a Rival, I ſhall take the Li- 
berty of relating the Story in this 
Place. 

In the Number of thoſe who 
looked with an envious Eye on 


ts our Author by the King, was 
the Earl of Holland, at that Time 
General in Chief of the Horſe. 
He was a Man remarkably ſelfiſh 
in his Temper, and of a Diſpoſi- 
tion, altho' his Courage had ne- 
ver before been ſuſpected, rather 
cunning and penetrating, than 
brave or open.— The Troop which 
the Earl of Newcaſtle had raiſed, 
was, as I have before obſerved, 
called the Princes; but was com- 


manded by the Earl himſelf, 1n 


the particular Diſtinctions ſnewn 


N E 
Perſon, as its Captain. — When 
the Army drew near Berwick, the 
Earl ſent Sir William Carnaby, his 
Aid de Camp, to Lord Holland, 
to know where his Troop ſhould 
march; whoſe Anſwer was, Next 
after the Troops 7 the general Of- 
ficers, —The Ear] on this ſent a- 
gain to repreſent, That having the 
Honour to march under the Prince's 
Colours, be thought it not becoming 
for him to give Place to any of the 
Officers of the Field, —The Gene- 
ral, however, repeated his Or. 
ders with great Peremptorineſs, 
which: the Earl of MNewcaſtlr, 
therefore, obeyed, taking no far - 
ther Notice: of it at that Time, 
than by ordering the Prince's Co- 
lours to be taken off the Staff, 
and marching without any.— But, 
as ſoon as ever the Service was 
over, he ſent the Earl of Hollard 
a Challenge, which his Lordſhip 
accepted, and agreed to the Time 
and Place of meeting; to which, 
however, when our Author came, 
he found not his Antagoniſt, but 
his Second, — The Affair had been 
diſcloſed to the King, by whoſe 
Authority, according to Lord Cla- 
rendon, the Matter was compoſed; 
but not without leaving an Impu- 
tation, in the Minds of many, of 
ſome Want of perſonal Bravery 
in Lord Holland. | 
But, though in this Conteſt he 
had apparently the Advantage, 
yet, as it convinc'd him, in Con- 
currence with other Circum- 
ances, how hard the Miniſterial 
Faction was inclinable to bear 
upon him, and befng unwilling 
to give his Majeſty any Trouble 
about himſelf, he voluntarily re- 
ſigned the Place of Governor to 
the Prince, and retired into the 
Country, where he remained quiet 
till he received the King's Order“ 
to reviſit Hull, which important 


Fortreſs, and all the Magazines 
that 


N E 
that were in it, he offered to his 
Majeſty to have ſecured for him; 
but when, inſtead of receiving 
Directions for that Purpoſe, he 
found his Inſtructions were to 
obey the Orders of the Parlia- 
ment, he drop'd his Deſign, and 
once more retired into the Coun- 


Here he remained totally in- 


active, till the Flame of Civil 
War being kindled to ſuch a Blaze, 
that it would have appeared Cow- 
ardice to continue longer ſo, he 
engaged in the Royal Cauſe, and 
accepted of a Commiſſion for the 
raiſing Men to take Care of the 
Town of Nerocaſtle, and the four 
adjacent Counties, in which he 


was ſo expeditious and ſucceſsful, 


that his Majeſty conſtituted him 
General and Commander in Chief 
of all the Forces raiſed North of 
Trent, and alſo of thoſe that might 
be levied in many of the South- 
ern Counties, with a moſt extra- 
ordinary plenipotentiary Power of 
conferring the Honour of Knight- 
hood, coining Money, and print- 
ing and ſetting forth all ſuch De- 
clarations as ſhould to him appear 
expedient, —Of all theſe extenſive 
Powers, however, his Lordſhip 
made a very ſparing Uſe, except- 
ing that of raiſing Men, which 
he purſued with ſuch Diligence, 
that in three Months he had le- 
vied an Army of eight Thouſand 
Horſe, Foot and Dragoons, with 
which he marched directly into 
Yorkſhire, and, after defeating the 
Enemy at Peirce Bridge, advanced 
to ork, the Governor of which 
oo ſurrendered up the Keys to 
im, 

During the Courſe of the Civil 
War, the Earl of Newcaſtle was 
very ſucceſsful, having more than 
once defeated General Fairfax, and 
even gained ſeveral important Forts 
and Battles, =For which Service 


NE 
King Charles, in the Year 164.3, 
advanced him to the Dignity of 
Marquis of Nezocaſtle, but when, 
in 1644, thro' the Precipitancy 
of Prince Rupert, his Majeſty's 
Forces received a total Defeat at 
Marſton Moor, in which the Mar- 


quis 's Infantry was cut to Pieces, 


this Nobleman, finding the King's 
Affairs in that Part of the King- 
dom irretrievably ruined, he mace 
the beſt of his Way to Scarb- 
rough, and from thence, with a 


few of the principal Officers of 
his Army, embarked for Ham- 


burgh,—After ſtaying for about 
ſix Months at that Place, he went 
by Sea to Amſterdam, and from 


thence took a Journey to Paris, 


where he married and reſided 
ſome Time,—He afterwards re- 
moved to Antwerp, where he 
paſſed the Remainder of his Ex- 
ile, during which he underwent 
a Variety of Misfortunes and Piſ- 
treſs, his Circumſtances being at 
ſome Times fo bad, that the 
Dutcheſs herſelf, in the Life the 
has written of her Huſband, con- 
feſſes they were both reduced to 
the Neceſſity of pawning their 
Cloaths for Subſiſtence.— For, al- 


tho' his Eſtates in England were 


valued at upwards of twenty 
Thouſand Pounds per Annum, yet 
they were left entirely at the 
Mercy of the Parliament, who 
levied immenſe Sums bn them. 
Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe 
Severities of Fortune, during the 
Courſe of a ſixteen Years Baniſh- 
ment, he never loſt his Spirit, 


but retained his Vigour to the 


laſt, recruiting his natural Viva- 
city by the ſprightly Converſation 


of his Lady, the frequent Compa- 


ny of the young King, who made 
him Knight of the Garter, and 
a full Prepoſſeſſion that the 


Clouds, which then over-hung 


his own Fortunes and. thoſe of 


hiz 
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his Country, would at length be 


diſperſed by the King's Reftora- 
tion.In this his Lordſhip proved 
a true Prophet, for the gloomy 
Period at length came to an End, 
and the Marquis returned to his 
own Country with his Sovereign ; 
where, after being, by Letters Pa- 
tent, dated March 16, 1664, cre- 
ated Earl of Ogle and Duke of 
Newcaſtle, his 2 withdrew to 
a happy County Retirement, 
where he ſpent the Evening of his 
Days in calm Repoſe, and in the 
Indulgence of thoſe Studies, with 
which he was the moſt affected. 
At length, after a Life of great 
Action and great Variety, having 
attained to the higheſt Honours, 
and deſervedly purchas'd the fair- 
eſt Reputation, this truly noble 
Lord took his Flight to a better 
World, on the 2 5th of Dec. 1676. 
LEtatis 84. 3 lies interred in 
Meſiminſter - Abbey, againſt the 
mr the Chapel of St. Mi- 
chael, under a moſt ſpacious and 
noble Tomb, which a little before 
his Death he had cauſed to be 
erected to the Memory of his 
Dutchefs.—The Monument is all 
of white Marble, but adorned 
with two Pillars of black Mar- 
dle, with Entablatures of the Co- 
rintbian Order, embelliſhed with 
Arms, as in the Pedeſtal, with 
various Trophy Works, whereon 
are two Images of white Marble, 
excellently well carved, and -in 
- full Proportion, in a cumbent 
Pofture, repreſenting the Duke 
and Dutcheſs, _ | 
With Reſpect to this Noble- 
man's public Character, it will be 
needleſs to add any Thing to what 
has been already ſaid, in Regard 
to his private one. —Some of his 


Hiſtorians have ſeemed to con- 


demn him for a Profuſeneſs and 
Paſſion for Magnificence, which 
ſometimes had too great a Ten- 


N E 


dency to the Encouragement of 
Luxury and Diſſipation, of which 
they produce as Inſtances the two 
ſumptuous Entertainments which 


he gave to King Charles I, at hit 


Seat at Welbech, the Expences of 
which, according to the Dutcheſs', 
own Computations, muſt have 
amounted-to upwards of ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds,—And others, of the 
graver Kind, have cenſured him 


for too ſtrong an Attachment to 


Poetry and the polite Arts, in 
which, however, they have done 
no Honour to the Delicacy of 
their own Taſte.—It is certain, 
indeed, that this noble Perſonage 
was, from his eatlieft Youth, ce- 
lebrated for his Love of the Muſes, 
that he had a true Taſte for the 
liberal Arts, was ever delighted 
with having Men of Genius about 
him, and took a ſingular Pleaſure 
in reſcuing neceſſitous Merit from 
Obſcurity,—In a Word, that he 
was truly the Mecenas of King 
Charles I's Reign : But it does not 
appear that, in the buſy Scenes ef 
Life, his Lordſhip ſuffered his 
Thoughts to ſtray ſo far from his 
Employment as to turn Author, 
In his Exile, indeed, being ex- 
tremely fond of the breaking and 
managing Horſes, than which 
there cannot be a more manly 
Exerciſe, tho? in our delicate Age 
almoſt entirely left to Grooms and 
Jockeys, he thought fit to pub- 
iſh his Sentiments on thoſe Sub- 
jects, in that very pompous Work 
printed in his Name, and which 
is ſtill held in high Eſteem.— He 


-alſo, ſor the Amuſement of ſome 


leifure Hours, applied himſelf to 
dramatic Poetry, the Produce of 
which cannot but give us a ſtrong 
Idea of his Fortitude and Chear- 
fulneſs of Temper, even under 
the greateſt Difficulties, ſince, 
tho' written during his Baniſh- 


ment, and in the Midſt of De; 
preſſion 


«a Aa CG tw 
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preſſion and Poverty, all the Pieces 
de has left us in that Way. of 
Writing, are of the comic Kind, 
Their Titles are, | 
1. The Country Captain, . Com, 
2. Exile. Com. 
3. Humorous Lovers. Com. 
= Triumphant Widow. Com, 
5, Variety. Com. 7 


His Grace had been twice mar- 
ned, but had Iſſue only by his 


irt Lady. — His Titles deſcended 
to his Son Henry Earl of Ople, 


ho was the laſt Heir Male of his 


Family, and who, dying without 
lſue in 1691, the Title of Neu- 
fil, in the Line of Cavendiſh, 
became extinct. 
NZWeAST IT T, Margaret, 
Ducheſs of, Conſort of the above- 
mentioned noble Duke, was re- 
markable for her many Writings; 
but ſhe was a mere Pedant in 
pettycoats.— She wrote 28 thea- 
trical Pieces, many of which, in- 
&ed, are only ſhort unfiniſhed 
Scenes ;—and, on the whole, it 


the Memory of their. numerous 
Titles, which would take up a 
great Deal of Room to very little 
Purpoſe, 

NxwMAN, Thomas.—All that 
we know of this Gentleman is, 
that he lived in the Beginning of 
the 17th Century, and that he 
tranſlated two of Terence's Come- 
dies, for School-Exhibitions, wiz, 

1. ANDRIA, Vid. APPEN- 

DIX, . | 

2. EuNUCH. id. APPEN=- 

Dix. 
Nxwrox, Tbomas.—— This 
lenned Writer was the eldeſt Son 
of Fdꝛward Newton, of Butley, in 
the Pariſh of Preſtbury in Cheſhire, 
by Alice his Wife. He was born 
in that Country, and received his 
ft Rudiments of grammatical 
Irudition under the celebrated 
Jan Broꝛunſavord, for whom he 


„ 


is pot worth while to preſerve 


NE 


appears ever to have retained the 
moſt ardent and almoſt filial Af- 
fection; for, in his Encomium 
on ſeveral illuſtrious Men of Eng 
land, he has this very remarkable 
Diſtich on his SD 


Rhetora, Grammaticum, Polyhiſlorg 
Tegue Poetam 
Quis negat F—1s Lippus, luſcus, 


obe ſus, iners. 


Nay, fo great was his Reſpect for 
the Memory of this Gentleman, 
that he afterwards erected a Mo- 
nument for him, on the South 
Wall of the Chancel of the Church 
of Macclesfield in Cheſbire, with a 


Latin Inſcription, highly in his 
Commendation.— But, to return 


to our Author. He was ſent very 
young to Oxford; but, whether 
thro* any Diſguſt, or from what 
other Cauſe I know not, he made 
no long Stay there, but removed 


to Cambridge, where he ſettled in 
Nucen's College, and became ſa 


eminent for his Latix Poetry, as. 
to be eſteemed by his Cotempora- 
ries as deſerving to rank with the 
moſt celebrated Poets who have 
written in that Language, 

After this he retired to his 
own Country, making ſome Re- 
ſidence at. Oxford, which he 
took in his Way; and, having 
obtained the warm Patronage of 
Robert Earl of Eſſex, he taught 
School and practiſed Phyſick with 
Succeſs at Wacclesfield, It appears, 
however,. that he was in holy 


Orders alſo, for Wood ſays, that 


at length, being beneficed at Little 
Tiford in Effex, he taught Scho 
there, and continued at that Place 
till the Time of his Death, which, 
after his having acquired a con 
ſidarable Eſtate, happened in the 
Month of May 1607. — He 
was buried in the Church be- 
longing to that Village, and for 
E =. 


4 


N 
1 
A 
1 
* 
| 
1 
in 


5 
1 i; 
TH: 
4 


— , IRIS PA EG” 
_ 8 KITES 22 — 


1 Py 6 


— 
. — 
AD GI Ng > SAG.» 
a t,t 
— — — 
—— — 


S .̊f eee 2 g 


PR 


Vl 
— 


8 IE . — 


-_ 


— — 


N O 

the Decoration of which he left a 
conſiderable Legacy. — He wrote 
and tranſlated many Books, and, 
among the latter, the third Tra+ 

gedy of Seneca, entitled, 
Thebais. = 
Yet, tho' he tranſlated only this 


one Play, he took en himſelf the 


Publication of all the reſt, as 


tranflated by Heywood, Nevill, 


* 


 Nuc, &c. 
_ Phillips has wrongfully attri- 
buted to this Author the Compo- 
fition off Marloes Tragedy of 
TAMBERLAIN the Great, or The 
Scythian Shepherd. 

Le NoprLE, Monſieur, a French 
Writer, produced one petite Piece, 
which was ated here by a Set of 
Strollers, of his own Country, on 
the Theatre in Lincotn's - Inn 


Fields. —It met with but little 


Succeſs, and was entitled, 
The Two Harlequins, Farce, 
of three Acts. | 


Nox k Is, Mr. Henry, was Son 


to Mr. Henry Norris the Come- 
dian, who, from his admirable 
Performance in Farguhar's Co- 
medy of the Trip to the Jubilee, 
acquir'd the Nick-Name of Ju- 
bilee Dicky,—This Gentleman al- 
fo trod in his Father's Steps as 
an Actor, though not with equal 
Succeſs, nor perhaps equal Me- 
rit ; yet, notwithſtanding the 
fiighting Manner in which Cþher- 
reed, both in his Hifory of the 
Stage, and in his Britiſh Theatre, 


ſpeaks of him, Mr, Norris had 


certainly great Merit, and in ma- 
ny Parts equalled, if not excelled, 
the beſt Actors who have at- 
tempted them fince.—— He per- 
formed for many Years in the 
Theatres of London and Dublin, 
_ + but, in the Decline of his Life, 
retired to Tork, where he joined 
the eſtabliſhed Company- of Co- 
medians belonging to that City, 
among whom he died'a few Years 


NU 


ago, He publiſhed a Colle gion 
of Poems, and two dramatic 
Pieces, entitled, 


1. The Deceit. Farce. 


2. Royal Merchant, Com. (ſup. | 


put to be this Author's, 

rom the Initial Letter; 
annexed H, N.) This is 
only an Alteration of the 
Beggar's Buſh of Beaumont 
and Fletcher, 

Nox rod, Thomas, Eſq;—All 
that can be traced concerniug this 
Gentleman is, that he was an 
Inhabitant, if not a Native, of 
Sbarpenbaule, or. Sharpenhoe, in 
Bedfordfhire, that he was a Bar- 
riſter at Law, and a zealons Cal- 
Yinifl in the Beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, as appears by 
ſeveral Tracts, printed together 
in Svo. 1569, —He was Cotem- 
porary with Srernhold and Hophins, 
and Aſſiſtant to them in their 
noted Verſion of the Pſalms, 
twenty ſeven of which he turned 
into Erng/ifþ Metre, to which, in 
all the Editions of them, the 
Initials of his Name are prefix'd, 
—He alfo tranſlated into Eng!jb 
ſeveral ſmall Latin Pieces, and, 


being a cloſe Intimate and Fellow- 
Student with Thomas Sackville, 


Eſq; afterwards Earl of Dorſet, 
he joined with him in the com- 
poling one dramatic Piece, of 
which Mr, Norton wrote the three 
firſt Acts, entitled, | 
FERrRExX and PORREX, after- 
wards reprinted with con- 
Gderable Alterations under 
the Title of Gor Bopvc, 
 Nuc1, Mr. Thomas, was a Co- 
temporary with Mr. Thomas New- 
ton before-mentioned, and con- 
cerned with him in the Tranſſa- 
tion of Seneca's Tragedies, of 
which one only fell to his Share, 
viz, the eleventh, which is en- 
titled, | 


OcTAvia, Trag. 
| Some 


D 
Some Authors, Delrio in parti- 
cular, have denied this Play's 
having been written by Seneca, 
and indeed, tlie Story of it being 
founded on Hiſtory ſo near the 
Time of the ſuppoſed Author, 
and the Conſide ration of the ty- 
rannical Period in which Seneca 
lived, ſeem to furniſh a reaſona- 
ble Ground of Suſpicion on this 
Head, —But this, being a Parti- 
cular, the Diſcufſion of which is 
ſomewhat foreign to our preſent 
Purpoſe, any farther Enquiry on 
it in this Place will be needleſs, 


5 


DrII, Thomas, Eſq; was 
born in Buclingbamſpire, 
towards the Concluſion of the laſt 
or the Beginning of this Century; 
in which County he had a very 
handſome paternal Eſtate, the 


peateſt Part of which he ex pend - 


ed in the Service of the Court 
Intereſt; but, on the Death of 
Lord Wharton, who had been his 
Patron, and who, with other 
Friends of the ſame Principles, 
bad procured him a Penſion from 
the Government, Mr. Odell, find- 
ing both his Fortunes and Inter- 
eſt impaired, erected a Theatre in 
Codran's- Fields, which he open- 
ed in October 1729,—PFor the firſt 
deaſon it met with all the Suc- 
ceſs that could be wiſhed for, and 
fully anſwered his ExpeQations ; 
and indeed, it is probable, that it 
would ſtil! have gone on with 
like, Succeſs, had not a Connec- 
ton, which it was ſaid the Son 
o a reſpectable and honourable 
Magiſtrate of the City of Lendon 
lad with the ſaid Theatre, given 
Umbrage to the Lord Mayor and 


OD 


Court of Aldermen, who, under 


the Appearance of an Apprehen- 
fion that the Apprentices - and 
Journeymen of the trading Part 
of the City would be led too rea- 
dily in Diſſipation, by having. a 
Theatre brought ſo near home to 
them, made an Application to 
Court for the Suppreſſion of it, —- 
In Couſequence of this, an Or- 
der came down for the ſhutting it 
up 3 in Complaiſance to which, 
(for” at that Time there was no 
AR. of Parliament for limiting 
the Number of the Theatres) 
Mr. Odell put a Stop to his Per- 
formances, and, in the End, found 
himſelf under a Neceſſity of diſ- 
poſing of his Theatre to Mr, 

enry Giffard, who, not meeting 
with the ſame Oppoſition as our 
Author, raiſed a Subſcription for 
the building of a more ample 
Play-houſe on the ſame Spot, to 
which, aſſembling a very tolera- 
ble Company of Performers, he 
went on. ſucceſsfully, till the paſ- 
fing of the ſaid Act; for the im- 


mediate Occaſion of which, Vid. 


Vol. I. Ar rENDIx, under GoL=- 
DEN Rume, — I cannot, howe+ 
ver, help obſerving in this Place 
one Particular, for which that 
Theatre, which is eyen now 
ſtanding, and which has been at 
different Periods ſince opened for 
ſome Time by Permiſſion, has 
been remarkable, and that is, for 


the firſt Appearance, in, or about, 


the Year 1740, of our Eg 
Roſcius, Mr. Garrick, —— In that 
Eaſtern Hemiſphere it was that 
firſt this brilliant Star aroſe, and 
ſhone with that dazzling Prigite 
neis which ſurprized all who 
viewed it, and which ſince, pro- 
ceding Weſtward, has blazed with 
that Meridian Luſtre which bas 
illuminated the whole theatrical 


World.,—But, to return to our 


Author, 


3 Mr. 
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Mr. Odell was, for ſome Years, 
and even ſo late as 1752, Deputy 
Maſter of the Revels, under his 
Grace the late Duke of Grafton, 
when Lord Chamberlain, and 
Mr. Chetzwynd, the Licenſer of 
the Stage.—This Place he held 
till his Death, which happened a 
few Years ago.— He has brought 
four dramatic Pieces on the Stage, 
all of which met with ſome Share 
of Succeſs, Their Titles are as 


follows, 
1. Chimera, Farce, 
2. Patron. Opera. 


J. Prodigal. Com. 
4. Smugglers, Farce. | 
_ OpitncssLits, Mr. Gabriel,— 
Of this Gentleman's Life I can 
find nothing farther on Record, 
than that he was born in London, 
that he was matriculated of Pem- 
broke College, Oxford, 23d of A- 
pril 1707. and that, becoming 
lunatic, he put an End to his 
own Life, by the Aſſiſtance of a 
Cord, on the 1oth of Feb. 1734, 
at his Houſe in Tbateb' d. Court, 
Meſiminſter.— He wrote three dra- 
matic Pieces, the Titles of which 
are as follow, IF: - 
1. The Bath unmaſt d. Com. 
2, Bavzs's Opera. Com. 
3. The Capricious Lowers, C. 
Or.pM1xoN, Mr, ee ae ben 
Gentleman was deſcended from 
an ancient Family of the Name, 
Originally ſeated at Oldmixon, near 
Bridgwater, in Somerſerſbire.— He 
was 2 violent Party Writer, and 
a very ſevere and malevolent Cri- 


tic; in the former Light he was 


a ſtrong Opponent of the Stuart 
Family, whom he has, on every 
Occaſion, as much as poſſible en- 
deavoured to blacken and calum- 
niate, without any Regard to that 
Impartiality which ought ever to 
be the moſt eſſential Characte- 
riſtic of an Hiſtorian.— In the o- 
ther Character he was perpetually 
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attacking, with the moſt appa- 


rent Tokens of Envy and Ill-Na. 
ture, his ſeveral Cotemporaries, 
Particularly Meſſrs. Addiſon, Eu. 
den and Pope, — The laſt of theſe, 
however, whom he had attacked 
in different Letters which he 
wrote in the Flying Poſt, and re. 
peatedly reflected on in his Proſe 
Eſſays on Criticiſm, and in his 
Art of Logic and Rhetoric, writ- 
ten in Imitation of Bouhours, has 


condemn'd him to an Immortality 


of Infamy, by introducing him 
into his Dunciad, with ſome very 
diſtinguiſhing Marks of Eminegce 
among the Devotees of Dulneſs. 
For, in the ſecond Book of that 
ſevere Poem, where he introduces 
the Dunces contending for the 
Prize of Dulneſs, by diving in 


the Mud of Fleet-Ditrch, he re- 


preſents our Author as mounting 
the Sides of a Lighter, in order 
to enable him to take a more ef- 
ficacious Plunge, —His Words are 


as follows, 5 
In naked Majeſy Oldmixon 


rd Aale; his Arms 
nd, Milo ile, ſurveys bis 
and Rank“ 
"Then, fighing, thus: And an 
I now threeſcore f 
% Ab, why, ye Gods ! ſhould two 
, « and two make four? 
He ſaid, and climb'd a ſtranded 
lighter's Height, 
Sbot to the black Abyſs, and 
plung d downright, — 
The Semor's Judgment all the 
Crowd admire, 
do, but to fink the deeper, riſe 
the higher, 


Mr. Olamixon, tho' rigid with 
Regard to others, is far from un- 
blameable himſelf, in the very 
Particulars concerning which he 
is ſo free in his Accuſations, and 


that ſometimes even * 
1 


OR 


firict Adherence to Truth, one 
remarkable Inſtance of this Kind 
it is but Juſtice to take/ Notice of, 
and that his having advanced a 
particular Fact to charge three 
eminent Perſons with Interpola- 


which Fact was diſproved by Dr. 
Atterbury, 
them; and the pretended Inter- 
polation, after a Space of almoſt 
ninety Years, produced in his 
Lordſhip's own Hand- Writing; 
and yet this very Author himſelf, 


in publiſhing the Hiſtorians in his 
Collection, has made no Scruple 
of perverting Daniz/'s Chronicle 
in numberleſs Places, 

What Year Mr, Oldinixon was 
born in, is not mentioned by any 
of the Writers, nor where he re- 
ceived his Education. — He was, 
however, undoubtedly a Man of 
learning and Abilities; and, ex- 
cluGve of his ſtrong-biaſs'd Pre- 
judice, and natural Moroſeneſs 
and Petulance, far from a bad 
Writer, —He has left behind him 
three dramatic Pieces, the Titles 
of which are, 


I. AMYNTAS, Paſt, 


2, Governor of CyyRus, T. 
3- Grove, Opera. 
He aiſo wrote a Paſtoral, called 


Thyr/is, which forms one Act of 
Mr, Motteux s Novelty, or Ewery 
AF a Play,—As he was always a 
violent Party Writer, on the 
| Whig Side, he was at length re- 
warded with a ſmall Poſt in the 
Revenue at Liverpoole, at Which 
Place he died in a very adyanced 
Age, in the Year 1745. 

OxxERY, Roger Boyle, Earl. 
of, was the younger Brother of. 
Richard, Earl of Burlington. and 
Cert, and fifth Son of Richard, 
fyled the Great Earl of >.> ky 
He was born April.2.5, 1621, and 
Was raiſed to the Dignity of Ba- 
wn on Broghill 1 in Ireland, when only 


tion in Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, 


the only Survivor of 


when employ'd by Biſhop Kenner 


for Ireland, where they landed 


Death of Charles I. however, he 


O R 
Seven Years' old. — His Education 
was in the College of Dublin; 
where he applied himſelf with 
ſuch Diligence to his Books, and 
ſo happily digeſted what he ga- 
thered from them, that he was 
very ſoon diſtinguiſhed as an ear 
and promiſing Genius, —In 163 
his Father ſent him Ke the 
Tour of France and Italy, in Com- 
pany with Lord Kynai/meaty, his 
elder Brother. —Atter his 8 
from his Travels, this gallant 
young Nobleman found all Things 
in great Confuſion in England, 
and a War on the Point of break- 
ing out with Scotland; in which 
he was invited to ſerve, with 
Marks of peculiar DiſtinRion ; 
but his Thoughts were turned 
another Way, —As the old Earl 
of Cork loved to ſettle his Children 
very early in the World, a Mar- . 
riage was at this Time ropoſed 
for Lord Frog bill, with 12 Lady 
Margaret Howard, Daughter to 
the Earl of Suffulk, and it was 
quickly concluded: Immed lately 
after which his Lordſhip, with. 
his new-married Lady, ſet out 


Oct. 23, 1641, the very Day on 
which the Rebellion broke out in 
that Kingdom. 

The Family of Lord Cork were 
inſtantly obliged to take Arms, 
in Order to their own Security, 
as well as that of the Public; 
and the Poſt aſſigned to Lord 
Broghill, was the Defence of his 
Father's Caſtle of Liſmore; in 
which he behaved with all the 
Spirit of a young Officer, and all- 
the Diſcretion of an old one. 

He afterwards diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf on many ſignal Qccafions ; in 
the Courſe of which he equally 
manifeſted his Abilities. for the 
Field and the Cabinet.—At the 


was induced to quit both his Eſtate 
{ Aa 3 ane 
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and his Country, as rvined paſt all 
Hopes. For ſome Time he re- 
mained in cloſe Retirement; but 
at length Cromwell, to whom the 
Merit of Lord Brogbill was well 
known, found Me ans to gain him 
o-er to that Party, which he had 
h:therto ſo rigorauſly oppoſed ; 
but they were ſuch Means as re- 
flect no Piſhonour to his Memo- 
ry.—The Story is told at length 
in the Biographia Britannica, un- 
der the Article Boyr. x ; to which 
we refer, being too circumſtantial 
for ſo brief a Compilation as the 


now raiſed a gallant Troop of 
Horſe, conſiſting chiefly of Gen- 
tlemen attached to him by perſo- 
nal Friendſhip ; which Corps was 
foon increaſed to a compleat Re- 
giment of 1500 Men,—Theſe he 
led into the Field againſt the 1ri/þ 
Rebels; and was ſpeedily joined 


eſt Confidence in his new Ally 
and found him of the grea' eſt 
Conſequence to the Intereſt of the 
Commonwealth. — Among other 
confiderable Exploits performed by 
Lord Broghill, his Victory at 
Maccrocm deſerves to be particu- 
larly mentioned; where, with 
2000 Horſe and Dragoons, he 
| Þriſkly attacked above 5000 of 
the Rebels, and totally defeated 
them. He afterwards relieved 
cromtuell himfelf, at Clonmel , 
where that great Commander hap- 
pened to be fo dangerouſly ſitu- 
ated, that he confeſſed nothing 
but the ſeafonable Relief afforded 
dim by Lord Brogbill, could have 
' faved him from Deſtruction.— He 
likewiſe worfted Lord Muſterry, 
who came againſt him with an 
Army raifed by the Pope's Nun- 
cio, and which conſiſted of three 
Times the Number of Lord Brog- 
N forces ; befides the Advant- 
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preſent.—By his own Intereſt he 


by Cromwell, who placed the high- 


OR 


age of being well officer'd by Ve. 


teran Commanders from Spain. 
When Cromewe!! became Pro- 
tector, he fent for Lord Breghil,, 
merely to take his Advice, occa- 
ſionally.—And we are told, that 
not long after his coming to Enp- 
land, he formed a Project for en- 
. gaging Cromwell to reſtore the old 
Conſtitution.— The Baſis of the 
Scheme was to be a Match be- 
tween the King (Charles II.) and 
the ProteQor's Daughter. —— 4s 


his Lordſhip maintained a ſecret 


Correſpondence with the exiled 
Monarch and his Friends, it is 
imagined he was, before - hand, 
pretty ſure that CHarles was not 
averſe to the Scheme, or he would 
not have ventured to propoſe it 
ſeriouſly to Cromwell :—who, at 
firſt, ſeemed to think it rot un- 
feaſible. —-He ſoon changed his 
Mind, however, and told Broy- 
Bill that he thought the Pro- 
je& impraQicable z for, ſaid be, 
& Charles can never forgive me the 
« Death of his Father.“ -In fin e, 
this Buſineſs eame to nothing, al- 
though his Lordſhip had engayed 
Cromevell's Wife and Daughter in 
the Scheme; but he never durſt 
let the Protector know that he 
bad previouſly treated with Charles 
about it. 

On the Death of the Protector, 
Lord Broghil! continued firmly 


attached to his Son R:ichard, till 


he ſaw that the Honeſty and 
Good - Nature of that worthy Man 
would infallibly render him 2 
Prey to his many Enemies, he 
did not think it adviſable to fink 
with a Man he could not ſave.— 
The dark Clouds of Anarchy 
ſeemed now to be hovering over 
the Britiſb Iſland.— Lord Broghi! 
ſaw the Storm gathering, and he 
deemed it prudent to retire to his 
Command in Vela nd, where he 

| thortly 


OR 


bortly after had the Satisfaction 
of ſeeing Things take a Turn 
extremely favorable to the Deſign 


be had long been well-wiſher to — 


that of the King's Reſtoration. 
In this great Event, Lord Brog- 
zi was not a little inſtrumental 
and, in Conſideration of his emi- 


nent Services, in this Reſpect, 


Charles created him Earl of Or- 
e, by Letiers-Patent, bearing 
Date Spt. 5, 1660,—He was ſoon 


after made one of the * 


fices of Ireland; and his Con- 
zuct, while at the Head of Af- 
fairs in that Kingdom, was ſuch, 
2s greatly added to the general 
Eſteem in which his Character 
was before held. 

His Lord ſhip's active and free 


Courſe of Life, at length, brought 


upon him ſome Diſeaſes and In- 
frmities, which gave him much 
Pain and Uneaſineſs; and a Fe- 
ver, which fell into his Feet, 
joined to the Gout, with which 
he was often afflicted, abated 
much of that Vigour which he 
had ſhewn in the early Part of 
his Life; but his Induſtry and 
Application were ftill the ſame, 


and bent to the ſame Purpoſes; 


as appears from his Letters, which 
ew at once a Capacity and an 
Attention to Buſineſs, which do 
Honour to that Age, and may 
ſerve as an Example to this. 
Notwithſtanding his Infirmi- 
ties, on the King's defiring to ſee 
bis Lordſhip in England, he went 
over in 166 5. He found the 
Court in ſome Diſorder; where 
his Majeſty was on the Point of 
removing the Great Earl of Cla- 
rendon, Lord High Chancellor; 
and there was alſo a great Miſ- 
underſtanding between the Royal 
Brothers, —Lord Orrery undertook 
to reconcile the King with the 
Duke of York z which he effect- 
&d by prevailing on the latter to 


OR 


aſk his Majeſty's Pardon for ſome 
Steps he had taken in Support of 
the Chancellor, 

On his Return to Ireland, he 
found himſelf called to a new 
Scene of Action, The Dutch 
war was then in its Height ; and 
the French, in Confederacy with 
the Hollanders, were endeavouring 
to ſhr up the Aſhes of Rebellion 
in Ireland, — The Duke de Beau. 
fort, Admiral of France, had 
formed a Scheme for a Deſcent 


upon that Iſland; but this was 


rendered abortive by the extraor- 
dinary Diligence, military Skill, 
and prudent Meaſures of Lord 
Orrery. 8 

But, in the Midſt of all his 
Labours, a Diſpute aroſe, founded 
on a mutual Jealouſy of each o- 
ther's Greatneſs, betwixt him and 
his old Friend the Duke of O- 
mond, then Lord Lieutenant; the 
bad Effects of which were ſoon 
felt by both the Diſputants; who 
reſorted to England, to defend 
their reſpective Intereſts and Pre- 
tenſions; both having been at- 
tacked by ſecret Enemies, who 


Prejudice, — This Quarrel, tho“ 
of a private Beginning, became 
at laſt of a Public Nature; and, 
producing firſt an Attempt to 
frame an Impeachment againſt 
the Duke of Ormond, occaſioned 
in the End, by Way of Revenge, 
an aQual Impeachment of the 
Earl of Orrery,—<He defended 
himſelf fo well, however, againſt 
a Charge of high Crimes, and 
even of Treaſon itſelf, that the 
Proſecution came to nothing... 
He, nevertheleſs, loſt his public 
Employments; but net the King's 
Fawur.; he ſtill came frequently 
to Court, and ſometimes to Coun- 
cil. After this Revolution in 
his Aﬀairs, he made ſeveral Voy- 
ages to and from Jreland; was 

| often 


ſuggeſted many Things to their 2 
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often conſulted by his Majeſty on 


Affairs of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence; and, on all- Occaſions, 


gave his Opinion and Advice with . 
embraced the Proteſtant Religion 


the Freedom of an honeſt plain 
dealing Man, and a fincere Friend; 


— which the King always found 


bim, and reſpected him accor- 


In 1678, being attacked more 


cruelly than ever by his old E- 
memy the Gout, he made his Jaſt 
- Voyage to England, for Advice in 


the Medical Way.—But his Diſ- 


order was beyond the Power of 
Medicine; and having, in his 


laſt IIlneſs, given the firongeſt 
Patzence, 
manly Courage, and rational For- 
titude, he breathed his laſt, on 
the x6th of October, 1679; in the 


>. 5 39th Year of his Age. 


As to the literary Character of 


this amiable and worthy Noble- 
— man, it may be given in few 


pregnant and ſolid; the early 


Fn * =. Biofſoms of it were fair, but not 


fairer than the Fruit. —He wrote 
ſeveral political Tracts and ſome 


” ©  Ingen:ous Poems; but the Pieces 


which particularly entitled him 
to a Place in this Collection, were 


' - the following Plays, vis. 
1. HENRY V. 


Trag. acted 
VUiu.th the peculiar Favor of 
A. Mos TATRA. Trag- well 
yy received. This is written 
, in Rhyme, which was the 
F Mode at that Time. 


3. Black Prince. Trag. acted 


„at the Duke of York's 


BF 3 — Theatre. F AY : 
4. TxYEHON« Trag. from a 


T2 * Story in Jeſepbus. | 


- Os80RYgZobn Bale, Bithop 


„f. This learned Prelate was 
„and, for his early and extenſive 
Learning, made one of the Car- 


l, in 1495, 


4 8 


mclites at erreich, and * from 
thence. was enter'd a Student of 
St. John's College, Cambricipe, 

He was one of the fr8 that 


before the Time of the Retyr. 
mation's taking Place in thef: 
Kingdoms, on which Account he 
found himſelf under a Neceſity 
of flying to avoid the Perſecution 


of Lee Biſhop of Yora, and Stube. y 


Biſhop of London. — He was, how. 


ever, recalled: by King ZE, VI. 
and made Biſhop of My in In 


land in 1552-3 but, about fix 
Months after this Promotion, 
Qu. Mary aſcending the Throne, 
he retired again from the Dre:q 
of Perſecution, and, in his Voy- 
age to Brabant, where he intend- 
ed to have ſought for Refuge, he 
was taken by Pyrates; but, find. 
ing Means not long after to pro- 
cure his Ranſom, he found an 
Aſylum at Baſi, till Queen Eli- 
zabeth came to the Crown, when, 
being once more recalled, he ra- 


ther choſe to accept of a Preben- 
dary of Canterbury, than to ſue 


for his former See of OHery. 

. Biſhop Pale died in Novenber 
1563, being the 68th Year of 
his Age. —— He was ſo ſevere a 
Writer againſt the Church of 
Rome, that his Books are patti- 
cularly prohibited in the expur- 
gatory.Index, publiſhed at Madrid, 
in Folio, in the Year 1667; and 
Mood accuſes him of great Scur- 
rility and Abuſe againſt various 
Perſons, in his Book entitled De 
Scriptoribus majoribus Britannice, 
He is the earlieſt dramatic Wri- 
ter in the Enxgliſb Language, or at 
leaſt Author of the firſt Pieces ot 
that Kind that we find in Print 
and his Writings in that Way, 
that we have been able to trace, 
are very, numerous, as will. be 
ſeen in the ſubſequent Catalogue 
of them, viz. Wor 


82 0600 mo boy of „ 


O 8 
1. Againſt Momus's and Zoi- 
Is'. A dramatic Piece. 


2. Againſt thoſe wvbo adulterate 
# Word of God. Ditto. 


3. % Baptiſm and Temptation. 


wo Comedies, | 
4. Of Chrift when be was 
twelve Years old, Com. 
5. Corruption of the Divine 
Laws, Dramatic Piece. 
6. Of the Counfels of Biſhops. 
om. : 
7. God's Promiſes. Interlude. 
8. Image of Love. Dramatic 
_ ; Piece. 85 
9. Impoſtures of TO MAS 
Brexzr. Dram. Piece. 
10, St. JohN BATTIS IT 
Preaching in the Wilderneſs. 
Interlude, 5 
11. St. Jonun the Baptiſt: Life, 
Interlude. 1 
12. Of Jonn King of EnG- 
LAND. 5 
13. Concerning the Latus of Na- 
ture corrupted. Com. 
14. Of LAz Ax us rais'd from 
| the Dead, 1 2 > 
15, Of the Lor Supper | 
; waſhing of Feet, Com. 
16. On both Marriages of the 
| Kin . Com, 
17. Of the Paſſion of CnxisT, 
| Two Comedies, 
18. Of the Sepulture and Reſur- 
rection. Two Comedies. 
19, Of SIMON the Leper, 
Com. Rs FE 
20. Of the Temptation of 
Ennis r. Dram, Piece. 
21. Treacheries of the Papiſts. 
Dram. Piece, 
Of theſe only thoſe number'd 7, 
10 and 13 have been ſeen in 
Print ; the firſt of which has been 
reprinted by Dedſiey in the firſt 
Volume of his Collection of old. 
Plays, and the only Copy I be- 
leve extant of the laſt is preſerv- 
ed in St, Sepulcbre's Library in 


Dublin. —As to the reſt they are 


OT | 
mentioned by himſelf, as his own, 
in his Account of the Writers of 
Britain before - mentioned, He 
alſo tranſlated the Tragedies of 
Pammacbius. | 

OTway, Thomas, was not 
more remarkable, ſays Cibber, in 
his Lives of the Poets, for moving 
the tender Paſſions, than for the 
Variety of Fortune to which he 
himſelf was ſubjected.— He was 


the Son of the Rev. Mr. Hum- 


fhry Otway, Rector of Wolbeding 
in Suſjex, and was born in the 
Year 1651.—He received his E- 
ducation at Nickebam Schoot near 
Wincheſter, and became a Com- 
maner of Chr;/# Church, in Ox- 
ford, in 1669,—But, on his quit» 
ting the Univerſity, and coming 


to London, he turned Player,— 


His Succeſs as an Actor was but 
indifferent; he was more valued 
for the Sprightlineſs of his Con- 
verſatisn and the Acuteneſs of his 
Wit; which gained him the 
Friendſhip of the Earl of Phy- 
mouth, who procured him a Core 
net's Commiſſion in the Troop! 
which then ſerved in Flanders. 
Poor Tom Otwway, like the reſt 
of the Wits and Bloods of every 
Age, was but a bad Oeconomitſt 


and therefore it is no Wonder 


that we generally find him in very 
neceſſitous Circumſtances.— This 


was particularly the Caſe with 


him at his Return from Flanders. 
— He was, moreover, averſe to 
the Military Profeſſion, and it is 
therefore not extraordinary, all 
Things conſidered, that Tom and 
his Commiſſion ſoon quarrel'd, 
and parted, never to meet again. 
After this, he had Recourſe to 
writing for the Stage; and now 
it was that he found out the only 
Employment that Nature ſeems to 
have fitted him for, —In Comedy 
he has been deemed too licentious; 


which, however, was no great 


Objection 
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Objection to them in the profli- 
gate Days of Cbarles II. — But in 
Tragedy few of our Eugliſß Poets 
ever equalled him; and perhaps 
none ever excelled him, in touch- 
ing the Paſſions, particularly the 
tender Paſſion.— Ibere is gene- 
rally ſomething familiar and do- 
meſtic in the Fable of his Tra- 
gedy, and there is amazing Ener- 
£y in bis Expreſſion.— The Heart 
That does not melt at the Diſ- 
treſſes of his Oban, muſt be hard 
indeed! WEE 

But, tho" Orway poſſeſſed, in 
fo eminent a Degree, the rare 
Talent of writing to the Heart, 
vet he was not very favorably re- 
garded by ſome of his cotempo- 
rary Poets; nor was he always 
ſueceſsful in his dramatic Compo- 
Htions,—After experiencing ma- 
ny Reverſes of Fortune, in Re- 
gard to his Circumftances, 


* 
112 15 


WE. . whithcr it is ſuppoſce he had re- 
red to aycid. the Preſſure of his 
11 reditors.— Some haye ſaid that 
wy  AC<ownnght Hunger, compelling 
1 8 im to fall too eagerly upon a 
| iece of Bread, of which he- had 
1 been ſome Time in Want, the 
Frſt Mouthful choaked him, and 
N jůnſtantly put a Period to hig 
„ enn 
His dramatic. Writings are, 
2 T. Ax ci ADE. Trag. 
2. TaTvs and BERENICE, 
j Ixag. e 
3. Den CAR IL Oos. Prince of 
rn, -Drage: 
4. The Orphan, Trag, 
© $5, Caivs Max1vs. Trag. 
. 6, Venice Preſerved. Trag · 
7. The Soldier's Fortune. Com, 


* 


8. The Atheif, or the ſecond 


Part of the Soldier's For- 
tune. Com. 


9. Friendſbip in Faſhien, Com. 
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Beſide theſe Plays, Mr, 
made ſeme Tranſlations, and 
wrote ſeveral Miſcellaneous Poems. 
—His whole Works are printed 
in two Pocket Volumes. 
_ D'Ovvirsz, Geo, Gerbicr, 
Efq;—Of this Gentleman I know 
nothing more, than that, from 
his Name, ke appears to have 
been a Frenchman, and that Cx. 
eter has poſitively ſet. him down 


as the Author of one dramatic 


Piece never acted, but which, by 
the Date, muſt have been written, 
or at leaſt publiſhed, during the 
Time of the Inter-regnum. — It is 
envtled, 1 rb 

The Falſe Favorite diſgrac d. 


All the other Writers have in- 
ſerted this Flax in their Cata- 


logues as anonymous, excepting - 


Langbaine, who only tells us that 
it was afcribed to the above-men- 
tioned Gentleman. 


"OwZN, Robert, Eſq; —Of this 


4, Gentleman I can find no farther 
Account, than that he lived ia 


the Reign of Q. Ame, and that 
dee 8 Parts of 
his ' Education at Eron School, 
from whence he removed, for the 
finiſhingyof his Studies, to Rings 
College in Cambridge. He wrote 
one dramatic Piece, founded on 
the Grecian Hiftory, and entitled, 
\ HyPERMNESTRA», Trag: 

OzELL, Mr. J. This 


Writer, to whoſe Induſtry, if 


not to his Genius, the Wor! 
lies under very conſiderable Ob- 
ligations, received the firſt Rudi- 
ments of his Education from Mr. 
Shaw, an excellent Grammarian, 
and Maſter of the Free- School at 
Aſoby de la Zouch in Leicefter- 
. ſhire. — He afterwards compleat- 
ed his grammatical Studies under 
the Reverend Mr, Mountfora, of 
Chrif's Hoſpital, where, having 
attained a great Degree of Per- 
"x | fection 
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tion in the dead Languages, 
viz. the Latin, Greek and He- 
Yew, it was next the Intention 
of his Friends to have ſent him to 


the Univerſity of Cambridge, there 


10 finiſh his Studies, with a View 
to his being admitted into Holy 
Orders, — But Mr, Ozell, averſe 
5 the Confinement of a College 


Life, and perhaps diſinclined to 


the clerical Profeſſion, and de- 
ſirous of being ſooner brought out 
into, and fettled in the World, 
than the regular Courſe of Aca- 
demical Gradations would permit, 
ſollicited and obtained an Em- 
ployment in a Public Office of 
Accompts, with a View to which 
he had taken previous Care to 
qualify himſelf by a moſt perfect 
Knowledge of Arithmetic in all 
its Branches, and a great Degree 
of Excellence in writing all the 
neceiſary Hands, | 


Notwithſtanding, however, this 


grave Attention to Buſineſs, he 
fill retained an Inclination for, 
and an Attention to, even polite 


Literature, that could ſcarcely 


have been expected; and, by en- 
tering into much Converſation 
with Foreigners abroad, and a 


coſe Application to reading at 


Home, he made himſelf Matter 
of moſt of the living Languages, 
more eſpecially the French, Ita- 
lan and Spaniſb, from all which, 
as well as from the Latin and 
Greek, he has favoured the World 


with many valuable rr 


—But, as it is in the Light of a 
dramatic Writer only that he has 
anyClaim to a Place in this Work, 


I ſhall not enter into a Recapitu- 


lation of any of his Pieces but 


thoſe which have ſome Connec- 
tion with the Theatre.—Theſe, 


however, tho* all Tranſlations, 


ate very numerous, there being 


0 * 


cluded in them an Zng/iſ Ver- 


SF > 
fion of all the dramatic Pieces of 
that juſtly celebrated French Wri- 
ter, Monſ. Molicre, beſides ſome, 
others from Corneille, Racine, &c. 
the Titles of which are all to be 
found in the following Liſt. 
1. Aﬀe&ed Ladies, Com. 
2. ALEXANDER, Trag. 


3. Avorous Quarrel, Com, 
4. AMPRYTRION, Com. 
5. BRATANNIC VS. Trag. 
6. CA TO of UT ICA. Trag. 


Cheats of SCAPIN, Farce. 
Cid. Trag. 2 
Counteſs of Es AR BORG · 

NAS. Com. 8 

Don GARCIAN of Na 

VARRE. . Com. 
| Fair of Saint GERMAINS, 

Farce, | 5 

Forc d Marriage, 

Forced Phyfician. Com. 

Gentleman Cit, Com. © 

GECROGE DarDin., Com. 
6. Hypochondriack, Com. 
17. Imaginary Cuckold, Com. 

18. In pertinent. Com. 

19. Impromptu of VERSAILLES 
„ | 5 
Learned Ladies. Com. 
Libertine. Trag. 
Litigants. Com. | 
Love the beſt Phyſician, C. 
Com, 


Com. 


20. 
41, 
22, 
23. 
24. Magnificent Lovers. 
25. Manbater. Com. 
26. MANLIUS CAPITOII- 


N us. Trag. | 
27. MzricextTA., Heroic 
Paſtoral. 
28. Mi ſer. Com. 
29. Monſieur De PoURCEAUG= 
„ 8 


30. Princeſs of EI IS. Dram 

Piece, in three Parts. 

31. PSY nE. Opera. | 
32. School for Huſbangs, Com. 

33 · School for Women. Com. 


34. School for Mamen criticis' d. 


F grce, | 
35» Sicilian, Com. 3 
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36. Sir MAATIX Maxx . 


ALL, Com, | 

37. TARxTUr TE. Com. 
Mr. Orell had the good Fortune 
'. to eſcape all thoſe Viciſſitudes 
and Anxieties in Regard to pecu- 
niary Circumſtances, which too 
frequently attend on Men of lite- 
 rary Abilities; for, befides that 
he was, from his earlieſt ſetting 
ont' in Life, conſtantly in the 
Poſſeſſion of very good Places, 
having been for ſome Years Au- 
ditor-General of the City and 
Bridge Accounts; and, to the 
Time of his Deceaſe, Auditor of 
the Accounts of St. Paul's Ca- 
thedral and St. Thomas's Hoſpital, 
all of them Poſts of conſiderable 
Emolument, a Gentleman, who 
was a Native of the ſame Coun- 
try 'with him, who had known 
him from a School- Boy, and it is 
ſaid lay under particular Obliga- 
tions to his Family, dying when 
Mr. Ozell was in the very Prime 

of Life, left bim ſuch a Fortune 
as would have been a competent 
Support for him, if he ſhould, at 
any Time, have choſe to retire 
from Buſineſs entirely, which 
however it does not appear he 
ever did, Our Author died about 
the Middle of October 1743, and 
was buried in a Vault of 2 Church 
belonging to the Pariſh of St. 
Mary. Aldermanbury ; but what 
Year he was born in, and conſe- 
quently his Age at the Time of 
his Death, are Particulars. that 1 

do not find on Record, 85 
That Mr. Ozel! was rather a 
Man of Application than Genius, 
is apparent from many Circum- 
ſtances; nor is any Thing, per- 
haps, a ſtronger Proof of it, than 
the very Employment he made 
Choice of, fince it has been much 
oftener ſeen, that Men of bril- 
liant Talents have quitted the 


more ſedentary Avocations they 


| OZ 
have fortuitouſly been bred to. 
than that they have fix'd on any | 
ſuch by their own Election; and 
perhaps our Author is the only 
Inſtance of a Perſon, even of 2 
Turn to the heavier and more ab- 
ſtruſe Branches of Literature, 
who ever choſe to bury the great- 
eſt Part of his Hours behind the 
Deſk of a Compting-Houſe, 
Notwithſtanding this Obſerva- 
tion, however, Mr. Oxell's Abi. 
lities, if leſs entertaining, were 
not perhaps leſs uſeful to the 
World, than thoſe of ſome other 
Writers; for, tho' he produced 
nothing originally his own, yet 
he has cloathed in an Engliſb Ha- 
bit ſeveral very valuable Pieces, 
and, tho* bis Tranſlations may 
not, perhaps, have all that Ele. 
gance and Spirit which the Ori- 
ginals poſſeſs d, yet, in the ge- 
neral, it muſt be confeſſed that 
they are very juſt, and convey, 
if not the poetical, at leaſt the li- 
terary Meaning of their reſpeQive - 
Authors: And indeed, it were 
rather to be wiſhed, that this 
Writer had confined himſelf to 
the Tranſlation of Works of a 
more ſerious Nature, than have 
engaged in thoſe of Humour and 
Genius, which were Qualities he 
ſeemed not to poſſeſs himſelf, and 
therefore could not do Juftice to 
in others. — Moliere, more parti - 
cularly, is an Author of that ſu- 
perior Genius, that it would re- 
quire Abilities almoſt equal to his 


on, to tranſlate him in ſuch a 


Manner, as to give him, in the 
Cloathing of our own Language, 
the perfect Air and Manner of a 
Native. There is a peculiar Spi- 
rit, a peculiar Manner, adapted 
to the Dialogue and Language of 
the Stage, more particularly in 
Comedy, which is only attainable 
by Obſervation and Practice, and 


renders a Writer of dramatic Ge- 
| | nius 


O 2 


nius alone properly qualified for 
the Tranſlation of dramatie Pieces. 
And this is apparently the Reaſon 
that, notwithſtanding we have 
many very good Comedies in our 
own Language, founded almoſt 
entirely on thoſe of Foreign Au- 
thors, yet very few of the Pieces 
themſelves, from which they have 
been borrowed, have afforded 
much Pleaſure to the Reader, in 
the Tranſlations that have ap- 
peared of them. Celebrated 
233 the Name of Moliere has been 
for above a Century paſt, not- 
withſtanding that there have been 
more than one perfect Tranſlation 
of his Works publiſhed in Eng- 
se, yet I will venture to affirm, 
that his Pieces are very little 
known, excepting. to thoſe who, 
from their Acquaintance with the 
French Language, are enabled to 


read them in the Original; nor 


can I help hinting my Wiſh, that 
ſome Writer of Eminence would 
undertake the Taſk, which would 
beſtow ſo valuable an Addition to 
the Libraries of the Belles Lettres, 
introduce M. de Moliere among 
the Set of our intimate Acquaint- 
ances, as perfectly as Cervantes or 
Le Sage, and enable us to con- 
verſe as familiarly with the Mi ſer 
and Hypochondriae of the one, as 
with the Don Quixote and Gil Blas 
of the others. But this is a Di- 
kreſſion for which I beg Pardon, 
and will therefore proceed. 

Mr. Ozell ſeems to have had a 
more exalted Idea of his own A- 
bilities than the World ſeemed 
willing to allow them, for, on 
his being introduced by Mr. Pope 
into the Dunciad, (for what Cauſe 
however does not appear) he pub- 
liſhed a very extraordinary Adver- 
tiſement, ſigned with his Name, 
in a Paper called the Weetly Med- 
ly, Sept. 1729, in which he ex- 


P. R. 


preſſes his Reſentment, and at 


the ſame Time draws a Compa- 


riſon, in his own Fayour, be- 
tween Mr, Pope and himſelf, both 
with Reſpect to Learning and po- 
etical Genius.—The' Advertiſe- 
ment at length may be ſeen in 
the Notes to the Dunciad —But, 


tho' I confeſs I cannot readily 


ſabſcribe to this ſelf- aſſum'd Pre- 
ference, yet, as Mr, Coxeter in- 
forms us, that his Converſation 
was ſurprizingly agreeable, and 
his Knowledge of Men and Things 
conſiderable ; and, as it 1s probable 
that, withan Underſtanding ſome- 
what above the Common Rank, 
he poſſeſſed a conſiderable Share 
of Good-Nature, I will readily 
allow, that a Perſon of this Cha- 
rafter might be much more ami- 
able than one of a greater Bril- 
liance of Parts, if deficient in 
theſe good Qualities, 


P. 
P. Monfieur,—In this Man- 
* ner, but without giving us 


any Explanations of theſe Ini- 


tials, has Langbaine diſtinguiſhed 
the Author of a muſical dramatic 
Piece, performed in K. Cha, II's 
Reign, entitled, 

Ar1TADnNE, Opera. 

P. R.—Coxeter, in his Notes, 


has given us the full Title of a 


very old Play, with theſe Letters 
in the Title-Page, called, - 
Arrius and VIRGINIA. 
Tragi · Com. 
Neither Langbaine, Jacob, nor 
Whincep's Editor, have taken any 
Notice of this Play.z but Cher- 
wood (Britiſh Theatre, p. 21s) 
mentions the Piece, with its very 


[Bb] early 
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PA 
early Date of 1575, but has not 
hinted at any Author's Name or 
Initials, x 

P. S,—Theſe Letters are pre- 
fixed to a Tranſlation of one of 
Senecas Tragedies, to which are 
added Poems on ſeveral Occa- 
ſions, all which Langbaine ima- 
gines ought to be aſcribed to Sa- 
muel Pordage, Eſq; of whom here- 
after,—The Title of the Play is 

'TROADES. | 

P. T. — Theſe Initial Letters 
are printed to two Plays, both 
publiſhed in Charles II's Reign. 
Tho' at fifteen Years Diſtance 
from each other, yet it is not 
improbable they might both be 
the Work of the ſame Author. — 
In looking back to the Writers of 
that Time, I can find only one 
dramatic Author whoſe Name 
will correſpond with theſe Let- 
ters, and that is Themas Porter, 
Eſq; of whom I ſhall have Oc- 
calion to make farther Men- 
tion,——lt is indeed only Con- 
jecture; yet, as the Walk of 
Writing in both theſe Pieces is 
the ſame with thoſe which are 
declaredly that Geatleman's, as 
the Dates of all come within a 
reaſonable Compaſs as to Time, 
as it was no uncommon Practiſe 
at that Period for known Authors 
to ſubſcribe only Initials to their 
Works, and as, laſtly, Mr. Lang- 
baine ſeems to hint at Mr. Por- 
ters having written more than had 
come co his Knowledge, I hope I 
ſhall be pardoned, on all theſe 
Circumftances of Probability, if I 
preſume to attribute theſe two 
Pieces to him.— Their reſpective 
Titles are, 

1. French Conjuror. Com. 
23. Witty Combat. Tragi-Com, 
Pa Ls GRAVE, Rev. Mr, John. 
his learned and ancient Wri- 
ter flouriſhed in the Reigns of 
Henry VII. and Henry VIII. 


: TA: 
— He received his Grammatica] 
Learning at London, in which 
City he was born. —He ſtudied 
Logic and Philoſophy at Cam- 


bridge, at which Univerſity he re- 


ſided till he had attained the De- 
gree of Batchelor of Arts, after 
which he went to Parris, where 
he ſpent ſeveral Years in the Stu- 
dy of Philoſophical and other 
Learning, took the Degree of 
Maſter of Arts, and acquired ſuch 
Excellence in the French Tongue, 
that, in 1514, when a Treaty of 
Marriage was negociated between 
Louis XII, King of France, and 


the Princeſs Mary, Siſter of 


King Henry VIII. of Ergland, 
Mr. Palſgrave was choſen to be 
her Tutor in that Language, 
But Louis XII. dying almoſt im- 
mediately \after his Marriage, 


Palſgrave attended his fair Pupil 


back to England, where he taught 
the French Language to many of 
the young Nobility, obtained good 
Church Preferment, and was ap- 
pointed by the King one of his 


' Chaplains in Ordinary. 


In the Year 1631, he ſettled 
at Oxford for ſome Time, and the 
next Year was incorporated Ma. 
ter of Arts in that Univerſity, as 
he had before been in that of 
Paris, and a few Days after was 
admitted to the Degree of Bat- 
chelor of Divinity, | 

At this Time he was highly 
eſteemed for his Learning ; and, 
what is very remarkable, tho' an 


. Engliſhman, he was the firſt Au- 


thor who 'reduced the French 
Tongue under grammatical] Rules, 
or that had attempted to fix it to 
any Kind of Standard, which he 
undertook, and that with great 
Ingenuity and Succeſs, in a large 
Work which he publiſhed in that 
Language at London, entitled, 
L' Ecclaircifſſement de la Language 


Francois, containing three Books, 
| _ in 


P E 


in a thick Folio, 1530, to which 
he has prefixed a large Introduc- 
tion in Engliſh, — So that the 
French Nation ſeems to ſtand 1n- 
debted to our Country originally, 
for that Univerſality which their 
Language at preſent poſſeſſes, and 


on which they ſo greatly pride 


themſelves. = Theſe Works, 
however, would not have entitled 
him to a Place in this Regiſter of 
Authors, had he not tranſlated 
into the Enghſþ a Latin Play, 


written by one Fill. Fullonius (an 


Author then living at Hagen in 
Holland) entitled 
| AccoLasTus, Com. 

When Mr, Palſgrave was born, 
or to what Age he lived, are Par- 
ticulars which I have not been 
able to trace; yet, from the Con- 
currence of various Facts, I can- 
not ſuppoſe him to have been 
much leſs than fixty Years of 
Age at the Time of his publiſhing 
the above-mentioned Tranſlation, 
which was in the Year 1540. 

PATRICk, The Rev. Dr. S. 
Of this Gentleman, who I ima- 
zine is ſtill living, I know no- 
thing farther to entitle him to a 
Place in this Work, than his 
having favoured the World with 
a very careful and accurate Edi- 
tion, with a very perfect Tranſ- 
lation, Page againſt Page, of the 
Works of the Latin Comic Poet, 
Terence, in three Vol. 12mo, 
os | 

PaTTIs oN, Mr,—This Gen- 
tleman wrote one dramatic Piece, 
which was never acted, having 
been refuſed a Licence from the 
Lord Chamberlain's Office.—It 
did not, however, want Merit, 
and is in Print by the Title of 
An MIN TuS. Trag. 

Paps, Mr. William. — Lang- 
laine, who lived the neareſt to 


the Time of Publication of the 


dramatic Piece I am on the Point 


of mentioning, has inſerted it in 


his Catalogue of Plays by un- 
known Authors, and only tells 


us, that it was ſuppoſed by K:rk- 


man, but on what Ground he 
knows not, to have been written 
by one Peaps, from which it is 
apparent it had been only pub- 
liſhed anonymous, — Jacobs, Gil- 
don and Whincep, however, have, 
on this Authority, poſitively af- 
fixed the Right of it to that 
Name. - But Chetewood, in his 
Britiſh Theatre, has gone till far- 
ther, and annexed the Chriſtian 
Name I have made Uſe of at the 
Head of this Article. How far 
he is right in this Particular, or 
on what Foundation he has ſo 
done, I know not.—It is, how- 
ever, agreed by all the Writers, 
that the Author lived in the 
Reign of Charles I. and was a Stu- 
dent at Eton, as alſo that the 
Piece was compoſed when he was 
but ſeventeen Years of Age, 
which Information I ſuppoſe they 
derive from the Date, Title - 
Page and Preface to the Piece it- 
ſelf.—It is entitled, 8 

Love in its Extaſy. Paſt, 
Coxeter, in his MS. Notes, has 
made a Quære with Regard to the 
Spelling of the Author's Name, 
ſuppoſing that it might have been 
one Pepys of Cottenbam in Cam- 
bridgeſbire, of which Family was 
Secretary Pepys. 8 

— — M. A.—This 


Poet, who flouriſhed in the Reign 


of Queen Elizabeth, was a Native 
of Devonſbire, from whence, be- 
ing ſent to Broadgate's Hall, he 
was, ſome Time afterwards, made 
a Student of Chr:/# Church College, 
Oxford, about the Year 1573, 
where, after going thro' all the 
ſeveral Forms of Logic and Phi- 
loſophy, and taking all the ne- 
ceſſary Steps, he was admitted to 
his Maſter of Arts Degree in 


BBS] 1579. 
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1579.—After this it appears that 
he removed to London, where he 
maintained the Eftimation in his 
Poetical Capacity which he had 
acquired at the Univerſity, and 
which ſeems to have been of no 
inconſiderable Rank. — He was a 
good paſtoral Poet, and Wood in- 


forms us, that his Plays were not 


__ vr ly often acted with great Ap- 
plauſe in his Life-Time, but did 
alſo endure reading, with due 
Commendation, many Years af- 
ter his Death, —He ſpeaks of him, 
however, as a more voluminous 
Writer in that Way than he ap- 
pears to have been, mentior.ing 
his dramatic Pieces by the Diſ- 
tinction of Tragedies and Come- 
dies, and has given us a Liſt of 
thoſe which he ſays he had ſeen, 
but in this he muſt have made 
ſome Miſtake, as he has divided 
the feveral Incidents in one of 
them, wiz. his Edward I. in 
ſuch Manner as to make the Life 


of Llewwelliti, and the Sinking of 


Quern Elinor, two detached and 
ſeparate Pieces of themſelves ; 


the Error of which will be ſeen 


in the Peruſal of the whole Ti- 
tle of this Play (Vid. Vol. I. 
_ Epwaxry I.) — He, moreover, 
teils us, that the laſt-mentioned 
Piece, together with a Ballad on 
the ſame Subject, was, in his 
Time, ufually fold by the com- 


mon Ballad Mongers.—The real 


Titles of the Plays written by 
this Author, and which are but 
two in Number, are, 
1. David and BATHSHEBA., 
Trag. 
2. EDWAAD the Fir. Hiſt, 
f — 
Wood and V inſtanley, miſguided 
by former Catalogues, have alfo 
attributed to him another Trage- 
dy, entitled, | 
ALrHonsus, Emperor of GER- 
MANY, 


PE 


But this Langbaine aſſures us way 
written by Chapman, he himſelf 
having the Play in his Poſſeſſion, 


with that Author's Name to it, 


In the latter End of Queen EI. 
zabeth's Reign, that is to ſay in 


1699, Wood tells us Mr. Piel 


was living, and in his Middle 
Age, but 1s not able to inform us 
when or where he died ; on which 
Account he cloſes with an Obſer. 
vation which 1 am ſorry Hiſtory 
does not enable me to contradict, 
Viz, © that fo it is, and always 


„ hath been, that moſt Poets die 
% poor, 


and conſequently ob- 
© ſcurely, and a hard Matter it is 
& to trace them to their Graves,” 

PEMRRNOEE, Mary Herbert, 
Counteſs of. — This Noble Female 
Author was Wife of Henry Earl 
of Pembroke, and lived in the 
Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and 
King James I, —She was alfo the 
Sifter of the famous Sir Pbilip 
Sidney, to whom that great Ge- 
nius dedicated his incomparazble 
Romance called the Arcadia, and 
from whom it has been almoſt 
conſtantly named the Counteſs of 
Pembroke s Arcadia. — This Cir- 
cumſtance was of itſelf ſufficient 
to have entailed Immortality on 
her Memory; but her Merits 
Rood in Need of no derived Ho- 
nour, being in themſelves entitled 
to the higheſt Praiſe and Com- 
mendation.—She was not only a 
Lover of the Muſes, but allo a 
great Encourager of polite Lite- 
ratute; a Quality not very fre- 
quently met with among the Fair. 


And, not contented with afford- 
ing her Sanction to thoſe Talents 
in others, the was careful to cul- 


tivate them, and ſet Example of 
the Uſe of them in her own Per- 
ſon.— In the dramatic Way, on 
which Account ſhe is entitled © 
a Place here, ſite tranſlated one 


Piece from the French, * 
Ne 


p E 


Ax ToN Ius. Trag. 
Coxerer ſays that, with the Aſſiſt- 
ance of her Lord's Chaplain, Dr, 
Cervaſe Babington, afterwards Bi- 
ſhop of Exeter, ſhe made an exact 
Tranſlation of the Pſalms of Da- 
vid into Engliſh Metre, ——He, 
however, makes a Quere as to 
their being ever printed; but 

Mod [Athen. Oxon, Vol. 1 p- 
N aſcribes ſuch a Tranſlation 
to her Brother Sir Philip Sidney, 
and informs us that it is in MS. 
in the Library of the Earl of Pem- 
broke at Wilton, eurioufly bound 
in a Crimſon Velvet Cover, left 
thereto by this Lady 

In what Year ſhe was born, 
I have not been able to trace ; 
but it is apparent that ſhe was 
not married in 1597, from the 
Dedication (of that Date) to 


Fenion's Tragical Dijcourſes, in 


which ſhe is addreſſed by the Ti- 
tle of the Right Hon, the Lady 
Mary Sidney, — She died at her 
Houle in Alder ate ſereet, London, 
Kt. 25, 1621, and lies in the 
Cathedral Church of Sa/iſoury, 
among the Graves of the Pen- 
brolian Family, 
cannot cloſe my Account of 
this moſt excellent Lady, better 
than by tranſcribing for my Rea- 
ders the Cheracter given of her 
by Francis Oſborn, in his Memoirs 
of the Reign of King James, Para- 
graph 24. 
© She was (ſays he) that Siſ- 
«ter ot Sir Philip Sidney, to whom 
© the addreſſed his Arcadia, and 
'* of whom he had no other Ad- 
vantage than what he received 
« from "the partial Benevolence 
of Fortune in making him a 
„Man; which yet the did, in 
* ſome Judgments, recompenſe 
in Beauty, her Pen being no- 
thing ſhort of his, as I am rea- 
0 = dy to atteſt, fo far as ſo infe- 
rior a Reaſon may be taken, 


N 

ee having ſeen incomparable Let” 
ce ters of hers, —But, leſt I ſhould 
© ſeem to treſpaſs upon Truth, 
* which few do unſuborned (as I 
« proteſt I am, unleſs by her 
© Rhetoric) I ſhall leave the 
& World her Epitaph, in which 
« the Author doth manifeſt him- 
6e ſelf a Poet in all Things but 
© Untruth,”” 


Underneath this ſable Hearſe 

Lies the Subject of all Verſe ; 

Sydney's Ser , Pembroke” $ 

| Mother, 

Death ! eber hea *I ſuch an- 
other 5 

Fair and good, and learn'd as ſhe, 

Time ſhall throw a Dart at thee. 

Marble Piles let no Man raiſe 
Jo her Fame, —for "_ Days 

Some kind N o nan, born as ſbe, 
Reading this. (ike Niobe, 

Shall turn Statue, and become 


Both ber Mourner, and her Tomb. 
Prrr.1.1ys, Mr. Ambroſe, was 


deſcended from a very ancient and 
conſiderable Family of that Name 
in Leiceſterſhire — He was born, as 
I ſhould imagine, not much later 
than 1680, and received his Edu- 
cation at St, Jobz's College, Cam- 
ridge; during his Stay at which 


Univerſity he wrote his Paſtorals, 


which acquir'd him at the Time 
ſo high a Reputation, and. con- 
cerning the Merits of which the 
Critical World has fince been ſo 
much divided; and alſo a Life of 
John Williows, Lord Keeper of 
the Great Seal, Biſhop of Lincoln, 


'and Archbiſhop of Tork, in the 


Reigns of King James and Cha. I. 
in which are related ſome re- 


markable Occurrences in thoſe 


Times, both in Church and State; 
with an Appendix, giving an Ac- 
c int of his Benefactions to St, 
Fobn's College, —This Work Cib- 
ber ſeems to imagine Mr. Pes 
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PH 
made Uſe of the better to make 
known his own political Princi- 
ples, which, in the Courſe of it, 
e had a free Opportunity of do- 


ing, as the Archbiſhop, who is 


the Hero of his Work, was a 
ſtrong Opponent to the Hig 
Church Meaſures, 
When he quitted the Univer- 
ſity, and came to London, he be- 
came a conſtant Attendant at, and 
one of the Wits of, Buttons Cof- 
fee-Houſe, where he obtained the 
Friendſhip and Intimacy of many 
of the celebrated Geniuſes of that 
Age, more particularly of Sir 
Richard Steele, who, in the firſt 
Volume of his Tatler, has in- 
ſerted a little Poem of Mr. Pbil- 
lips's, which he calls a Winter 
Piece, dated from Copenhagen, and 
addreſſed to the Earl of Dorſet, on 
which he beſtows the higheft En- 
comiums; and, indeed, fo much 
Juſtice is there in theſe Bis Com- 
mendations, that even Mr. Pope 
himſelf, who, for Reaſons that I 


hall preſently mention, had a 


fixed Averfion for the Author, 
while he affected to deſpiſe his o- 
ther Works, uſed always to ex- 
cept this from the Number. 

The firſt Diſlike Mr. Pope con- 
ecived againſt Mr, Phillips, pro- 
ceeded from that Jealouſy of Fame 
which was ſo conſpicuous in 
the Character of that great Poet, 


for Sir Richard Steele, who, as I. 


have before obſerved, was an Ad- 
mirer of Phillips, had taken ſo 
Rrong a Liking to the Paſtoral of 
| the latter, as to have formed a 

Deſign for a criticalttCompariſon 
of them with thoſe of Pepe, in 


the Coneluſion of which the Pre- 


| ference was to have been given to 

Phillips —This Deſign, however, 
coming to Mr. Pepe s Knowledge, 
that Gentleman, who cculd not 
dear a Rival near the Throne, 


letermined to ward off this Stroke, 


PH 


by a Stratagem of the moſt artfy 


Kind, which was no other than 
taking the ſame "Taſk on himſelf, 
and, in a Paper in the Guardian, 
by drawing the like Compariſon, 
and giving a like Preference, but 
on Principles of Criticiſm appa- 
rently fallacious, to point out the 
Abſurdity of ſuch a Judgment, 
However, notwithitanding the 
Ridicule that was drawn on him 
in Conſequence of his ſtanding as 
it were in Competition with ſo 
powerful an Antagoniſt, I cannot 
help giving it as my Opinion 
that there are, in ſome Parts of 


Pbillips's Paſtorale, certa'n Strokes 


of Nature, and a Degree of Sim- 
plicity, that are much better ſuit- 
ed to the Purpoſes of Paſtoral, 
than the more correctly turned 
Periods of Mr, Pope's Verifica- 
tion. —But, as I am on the Sub 
ject of Paſtoral Writing, I cannot 
omit obſerving that we have an 
Author at preſent living, who 


ſeems, tho' leſs noticed than ei- 


ther of theſe Gentlemen, not 
only to excell them both, but 
even every other Writer of this 


or any other Period; nor do! 


doubt that many of my Readers 
will join with me in Opinion, it 
they either have read, or will 
give themſelves the Pleaſure of 
perufing, Mr. Sherſtent's little 
Pieces, publiſhed in the IVth 
Volume of Dodſley's Collection of 


Poems, particularly one Poem, eu- 


- titled a Paftora} Ballad, in four 


Parts, conſiſting of Abſence, Sol- 
licitude, Hope and Diſappointment. 
But to proceed, —Mr. Ph:1is and 
Mr. Pope being of different Poli- 
tical Principles, was another Cauſe 
of Enmity between them, which 
aroſe at length to ſo great 2 


Height, that the former, finding 


his Antagonift too hard for him 
at the Weapon of Wit, had even 
detetmined og making Uſe of 3 
Ty rougher 


FR 
rougher Kind of Argument, for 
which Purpoſe he even went ſo 
far as to hang up a Rod at But- 
ſon's for the Chaſtiſement of his 
Adverſary whenever he ſhould 
come thither, which, however, 
Mr. Pepe declining to do, avoid- 
ed the Argumentum baculinum, in 
which he would, no doubt, have 
found himſelt on the weakeſt Side 
of the Queſtion, | 

Beſides Mr. Pope, there were 
ſome other Writers who have 
written in Burleſque of Mr. Phil. 
. ligs's Poetry, which was fingu- 
lar in its Manner, and not dif- 
ficult to im tate, particularly 
Mr. Herry Carey, who, by ſome 
Lines in F&7/7zps's © tile, and which 
were tor ſometime thought to be 
Dean Swwrfr's, fixed on that Au- 
thor the Name of Namby Pamby ; 
and Fazekins Protzwne, Eſq; in his 
Poem called a Pipe of Tobacco, 
which, however, is written with 
great good Humour, and, tho? 
intended to burieſgue, is by no 
Means deſigned to ridicule Mr, 
Phillips, he having taken the ve- 
ry ſame Liberty with Sit, Pope, 
Thomſon, Young and Cibber, 

As a dramatic Writer, our Au- 
thor has certainly conſiderable 
Merit. — All his Pieces of that 
Kind met with Succeſs, and one 
of them is at this Time a Stan- 
dard of Entertainment at both 
Theatres, being generally repeat- 
ed ſeveral Times in every Seaſon. 
The Titles of them all, being 
three in Number, are, | 

1, The Brizon, Trag. 

2. Diftreſl Mother. Trag. 

3. HumPuRyY Drke of GLOV- 

CESTER, Trag. 
Mr, Phillips's Cireumſtances were 
in genera], through his Life, not 
only eaſy, but rather affluent, in 
Conſequence of his being con- 
nected, by his political Principles, 
with Perſons of great Rank and 


Archbiſhop of Armagh, the Right 


he was, ſoon after the Acceſſion 


PH 
Conſequence, —He was concerned 
with Dr. Hugh Boulter, afterwards 


Hon. Richard Ve, Eſq; Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland, the Rev, 
Mr. Gilbert Burnet, and the Rev. 
Mr. Henry Stevens, in writing a 
Series of Papers called the Free 
Thinker, which were all publiſh- 
ed together by Mr. Phillips, in 
three vol. in tzmo. In the 
latter Part of Queen Anne's Reign, 
he was Secretary to the Hanover 
Club, who were a Set of Noble- 
men and Gentlemen who had 
formed an Aſſociation in Honour 
of that Succeſſion, and for the 
Support of its Intereſts, and who 
uſed particularly to diſtinguiſh in 
their Toaſts ſuch of the Fair Sex 
as were moſt zealouſly attached 
to the illuſtrious Houſe of Brunſ- 
wick, —In Honour of which La- 
dies our Bard wrote the following 
Lines, 


While theſe, the choſen Beauties 


of our Iſle, 

Prepitious on the Cauſe of Free- 

dom ſmile; 

. The raſh Pretender's Hopes eve 
may deſpiſe, | 

And truft Britannia's Safety to 

their Eyes. 
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Mr. Pbillips's Station in this 
Club, together with the Zeal 
ſhewn in bis Writings, recom- 
mending him to the Notice and 
Favour of the new Government, 


wee CIT —_—_ OE. „% ĩͤ „„ 


of King George I. put into the 
Commiſhon of the Peace, and 
appointed one of the Commiſſion- 
ers of the Lottery. — And, on his 
Friend Dr. Boulton's being made 
Primate of Ireland, he accompa- 
nied that Prelate acroſs St. George's 
Channel, where he had confider- 
able Preferments beſtowed on 
him, and was elected a Member 

of 
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of the Houſe of Commons there, 


as Repreſentative for the County 


of Armagh, 

At length, having purchaſed 
an Annuity for Life of four hun- 
dred Pounds per Arnum, he came 
over to England ſome Time in 
the Year 1748, but, having a 
very bad State of Health, and be- 
ing moreover of an advanced Age, 
he died ſoon after, at his Lodgings 
near Fauxball, in Surry. 

Pu LIS, Mr. Edward, —Of 
this Gentleman I can trace no- 
thing farther than his Name, that 
be was a Writer of the laſt Reign, 
and produced four little dramatic 
Pieces, entitled, 


1. Britons ſtrike Home, Farce. 


2. Chambermaid. Ball. Opera. 
3. Livery Rake and Country 


Laſs. Opera, 
4. Meck Lawyer, Farce. 
PailLies, Mr. Fobn.—This 
Name is put to the three follow- 
ing Pieces, none of which, I be- 


lieve were ever acted; the firſt 


and laſt of them, however, be- 
ing written entirely on Party 
Subjects, and at a Time that 
every Act of Z:al ſhewn for the 
Intereſt of the Houſe of Hanover, 
which was as yet not ſo firmly 
eſtabliſhed in the Hearts of the 


People, as it has fince moſt hap- 


pily and moſt deſervedly render'd 
itſelf, met with a generous and 


kind Return, Mr. Chetwood has 


informed us, that the Author re- 
ceived a handſome Preſent from 
the Government, in Conſideration 
of them —The Compiler of Min- 
cop's Catalogue ſeems to ſurmiſe, 
that this Name of Phillips was 
not a real, but only an aſſumed 
one, but on what Grounds he 
builds his Suppoſition I know not, 
as I can ſee no Reaſon why an 
Author, who only wrote in Con- 
tempt of an unjuſtifiable Rebel- 
hion, and in Ridicule of the pro- 


P H 
feſſed or detected Enemies of 45 


juſt and an amiable Monarch, 


ſhould either be afraid or aſhamed 


of as openly declaring his Name 


as his Opinions.— Be this as it 


will, the Titles of the Pieces pub— 
liſhed under this Name, (the ſe- 
cond of which, however, I find 
mentioned by nobody but C:x:ter } 
are as follow, | | 
1. Earl of Mar marr'd, Farce, 
2. Inguifition, Farce, 
3. Pretender's Flight, Farce, 
e. N. This 
Writer's Name is mentioned by 
Coxeter, as Author of a Series of 
poetical Stories, printed in 4to. 
1683, under the Title of The 
Victory of Cupid aver the Gcds ard 
Goddeſſes, and of one dramatic 
Piece, dated 1701, entitled, 
Fatal Ine ine. Trag. Vid. 
APPENDIX, 
PaLLIPs, Willem, Eſq; — 
Whether this Gentleman was a 
Native of Jreland or not, Jacob 
has informed us that he was edu- 
cated in that Kingdom, and that 
he w.ote a Tragedy, entitled 
The Revengeful Queen. 
In this the Compiler of Mircop's 
Catalogue agrees with him, but 
afterwards gives us the Name of 
another Gentleman, whom he 
ſtiles | ; 
PH1ilLLIiyPps, Capt. Willian, 
which Gentleman he informs us 


gedy, entitled, 
HIBERN1A Freed, 
This Play, however, Coxeter, in 
his MS. Notes on cob, has in- 
ſerted as the Work of the fore- 
going Gentleman, and Cbetevccd, 
in his Britiſh Theatre, has gone 
ſtil! farther, making Mention of 
another Piece alſo by the Title of 
St. STEPHEN's Green, Com. 
aſcribing all the three Plays in- 
diſcriminately to a William Phil- 
lips, Eſq;——And indeed, 1 we 
ave 


was the Author of another Tra- 


PI 

have Reaſon to believe the Au- 
thor of the firſt Piece to have 
deen an Jriſoman, and that the 
two others have an apparent Re- 
ference to that Country, I can- 
not help joining in Opinion, that. 
theſe Authors muſt have been one 
and the ſame Perſon. —The only 
Objection to that Opinion is, the 
Diſtance of Time between 1698 
the Date of the firſt Play, and 
1721, which is that affix'd to the 
earlieſt of the other two, — But, 
4s we find a Difference only in 
the Title of the Gentleman at 
the ſeveral Periods, it is not at 
all improbable that the Revengeful 
Queen might have been written 
before the Author had taken on 
himſelf the military Profeſſion, 
the Employment of which might 
afterwards put a Stop to that At- 
tachment to the Muſes, which 
afterwards, in Times of Peace 
and Receſs from martial Buſineſs, 
he could not avoid indulging him- 
ſelf by returning to. 

PitxiNGToN, Mrs, Laetitia, 
a Native of Dublin, was born in 
1712.—Her Father was Dr. Fan- 
lewin, an eminent Phyſician of 
that City.—Our Authoreſs was 
married, very young, to the Rev, 
Mr. Matthew Pilkington ; who 
was alfo a Poet of no inconſidera- 
ble Merit.— This Pair of Wits, 
as is but too often the Caſe, lived 
very unhappily together; and at 
length were totally ſeparated, in 
Conſequence of an accidental Diſ- 
covery which Mr. Pilkington made 
of a Gentleman in his Wife's 
- Bed-Chamber, — Of this Affair, 
however, Mrs. Pilkington, in her 
celebrated Memoirs of her own 
Life, gives ſuch an Account, as 
would perſuade her Readers to 
believe that, in Reality, nothing 
criminal paſſed between her and 
the Gentleman; but, Credat Ju- 
dæus apella, 


PI 
After this unlucky Affair, Mrs. 


1 had Recourſe to her 
0 


Pen for a Support, and raiſed a 
very conſiderable Subſcription for 
her Memoirs, which are ex- 
tremely entertaining, particularly 
on Account of the many lively 
Anecdotes ſhe has given of Dean 
Swift, with whom ſhe had the 
Honour of being very intimate, 

This unhappy but ingenious 
Woman died, in great Penury, 
in the Vear 1750; having had 
Recourſe to the Bottle, in Order 
to drown her Sorrows; by which 
it is thought ſhe ſhortened her 
Days, —She departed at the Age 
of 39, leaving ſeveral Children 
to take their Chance in the wide 
World ; for her Huſband re- 
nounced them at the ſame Time 
that he renounced her. — Jobn, 
her eldeft Son, turned out alſo 
ſomething of a Poet; and has 
likewiſe publiſhed 516 Memoirs, 
He is ſtill living, and therefore 


ve ſhall ſay no more of him, 


Mrs. Pilkington, beſides her o- 


ther Poetns and her Memoirs, 


was Author of one burleſque dra - 
matic Piece, entitled, 
The Tux k ISAR Court, or the 
London Prentice; ated in 
Dublin. | | 
Pix, Mrs, Mary. — Of this 
Lady, tho' a Woman of conſi- 
derable Genius and Abilities, I 
can trace nothifig farther than 
that ſhe was born at Nertlebed in 
Oxfordſhire, and that her Maiden 
Name was Eriffitb, being the 
Daughter of one Mr. Griffith a 
Clergyman, and that, by the Mo- 
ther's Side, ſhe was deſcended 
from a very conſiderable Family, 
vis that of the Vallis's.— By 
the Date of her Writings the muſt 
have flouriſhed in K. Villiam II's 
Reign, but in what Year ſhe was 
born, to whom married, or when 
ſhe died, are Particulars which 
| | ſeem 
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ſeem buried in Obſcurity and Ob- 
livion. She was Cotemporary 
with Mrs. Manley and Mrs, Trot- 


ter, afterwards Mrs. Cockburn, one 


of the moſt learned Ladies that 
ever lived in this or any other 
Country; and is ridiculed in Com- 
pany with theſe Ladies in a little 
ramatic Piece called the Female 
Wits (Vid. Vol. I.) but, how- 
ever near ſhe may ſtand on a Par 
with the latter, in Reſpect to her 
poetical Talents, I can by no 
Means think her equal to the 
former. Her Works, how- 
ever, will beſt ſpeak in her 
* Commendation ; they are ſeven 
in Number, and their Titles as 
follow, | 
1. Czarof Muscovy, Trag. 
2. Decerver deceived, Com. 
3. Double Diſtreſs. Trag. 
4. IBRAHIM XII. Trag. 
5. Innocent Miſtreſs. Com. 
6. Queen CATHARINE. T. 
7. SPANISH Wives, Farce. 
Pore E, Villiam, Eſq; — This 
Gentleman, who is ſtill living, is 
Governor of Bermudas, and is 


Author of a dramatic Piece, 


which met with ſome Succeſs, 
entitled, 
The Double Deceit. Com. 
There are alſo ſeveral Pieces in 
Verſe, written by this Gentle- 
man, to be found in a Collection 
of Miſcellaneous Poems, publiſh- 
ed by Richard Savage, in 8 vo. 
1736.— He was alſo concerned in 
ſome Periodical Papers; particu- 
larly The Prompter; in which he 
was jointly connected with the 
celebrated Aaron Hill, Eſa; - Mr. 
Popple has likewiſe publiſhed a 
Tranſlation of Horace's Art of 
Poetry; See Monthly Rewieww, for 
OZ. 1753. 

PoxpAGE, Samuel, Eſq;—A 
Writer in the Reign of King 
Charles II.— He was Son of the 
Rev, Mr. Jobn Pordage, Rector 


| PO 
of Bradfeld in Berkſhire, and for. 
merly Head Steward of the Land; 
to Philip the ſecond Earl of Pen- 
broke, —He was probably born at 
Bradfield ; where he received his 
Education I am unable to trace, 


but find him mentioned by Mood, 


as a Member of the Hon. Society 
of Lincolu's-Inn. Beſides an Edi. 
tion with Cuts (publiſhed after 
the Author's Death) of Reinald;'s 


God's Revenge againſt Murder and 


Adultery, he has favoured the 
World, of his own Products, with 
a Romance entitled Eliana, two 
Plays of original Compoſition, 
and a Tranſlation of the third, 
The Titles of the ſaid dramatic 
Pieces are, 
1. HzRroD and MARIARI. 
Trag. 
2. Siege of BABYLON, Tragi- 
Dom. | 
3. TRoOADEs, Trag. (ſup- 
pos'd by Langbaine, from 
the Initial Letters S. P. 
annex' d, to have been 
' tranſlated by this Author.) 
Por AL, Mr. Abrabam, is a 
Goldſmith and Jeweller on Lud- 
gate-Hill, London,—He has pub» 
liſhed one dramatic Piece which 


was never acted, founded on Taſſo, 


and entitled, 


O LINDA and SOPHRONIA, 


Trag. | 

He is likewiſe Author of ſome 
other Poetical Pieces, not con- 
temptible.— Mr. Portal is the Per- 
ſon upon whom an extraordinary 
and moſt daring Attempt was 
made, in February 1763, by a 
young Man, named Fobn Freake, 
in Order to obtain from him an 
hundred Guineas: The Affair 
made a great Noiſe in the Pa- 
pers, and is, doubtleſs, freſh 1n 
the Memory of moſt Readers, ſo 
that we need not repeat it here. 
Freake, who was tried for this 


Offence, being a Perſon of 2 good 
Fami 
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Family in the Kingdom of Ire- 
rd, had ſo much Favour ſhewn 
him, that his Life was ſaved, 

Pox TER, Mr. Henry, Author 
of a dramatic Piece, which made 
its Appearance in the latter Part 
of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, en- 
itled, 
The Tavo angry Women of A- 

BIN GTON. Com, 

Wind ( Athen. Oxon. Vol. I. p. 
781.) mentions a Mr, Henry Por. 
tr, of Chriſt Church College, in 
the Univerſity of Oxford, and 
Batchelor of Muſic, who, he tells 
vs, was Father to Mr, Walter 
Porter, ſome Time Gentleman of 
the Royal Chapel, and Maſter of 
the Choriſters at Weſtminſter, in 
the Reign of King Charles I.— 
And, altho' Wood does not men- 
tion that Gentleman as a Writer, 
yet, as the Date of his Degree, 
which was in July 1600, is but 
one Vear ſubſequent to that of 
the above- mentioned Play, I 
think it is no very far-fetch'd 
Conjecture that he might be the 
Author of it. 
Pon rER, Thomas, Eſq; a Ma- 
jor in the Army, in the Reigns 
of King Charles I. and II.— He is 


the avowed Author of two dra- 


matic Pieces, entitled, 
1. Carnival. Com. 
2. Iillain. Tragi-Com. 
With Reſpect to a Conjecture of 
bis having written more in the 
dramatic Way, ſee above, under 
the Initials P. T. | 
PowELt, Mr. George, was an 


Actor as well as an Author, and 


in neither Light deficient of Me- 
rit-In the former Character he 
attained to great Eminence, and, 
tho' Cotemporary with Betterton, 
Booth, Wilks, Cibber, &c, main- 
tained a very conſiderable Rank 


among others; and, amidſt the 


Brightneſs of ſuch a dazzling Con- 
ſtellation as then illuminated the 


F.K 
theatrical World, ſhone no in- 
glorious Star,—His Excellencies, 
however, ſuffered Abatements , 
from ſome very confiderable Ble- 
miſhes in his Manner of acting; 
yet, on the whole, the Good out- 
weigh'd the Bad, and his Beau- 
ties more than made Amends for 
his Deformities. —Whoever is de- 
ſirous of a more particular Idea of 
him, need only look into Colley 
Cibber's Apology, which is the 
moſt compleat Hiſtory of Thea- 
trical Affairs extant, for the Pe. 
riod of Time it includes. Mr. 
Powell, however, in the latter 
Part of his Life, being ſomewhat 
too ſtrongly attach'd to the Al- 
lurements of the Bottle, declined 
in great Meaſure from the Repu - 
tation he had acquir'd. ; 
Mr, Powell! died in the Year 
171% and was interred in the 
Vault of the Pariſh Church of St, 
Clement's Danes, leaving behind 
him the five following dramatic 
Pieces, all which he had brought 
on the Stage with Succeſs. 5 
I, ALPHONS0, King of Na- 
PLES, Trag. 855 
2. BoN DCA. Trag. (only 
an Alteration from Beau- 
mont and Fletcher.) 
3. Ba uTuS FAT BA. Trag. 
4. Treacherous Brother. Trag. 
5. Very good Wife, Com. 


Gildon informs us that Mr, Pory+ 


ell's Father had alſo been a Play- 
er, and was but lately dead at the 
Time he wrote, which was in 

109%. - | 
PRESTON, Thomas, L. L. D. 
flouriſhed in the earlier Part of 
Queen E/;zabeth's Reign, was 
firſt Maſter of Arts and Fellow of 
King's College, Cambridge, and af- 
terwards created a Doctor of Ci- 
vil Law, and Maſter of Trinity 
Hall in the ſame Univerſity, 
the Year 1564, when Queen li- 
⁊abeth was entertained at Cam- 
briage, 
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bridge, this Gentleman ated ſo 
admirably well in the Tragedy of 
Dido, written by Tho. Nafb, and 
did moreover ſo genteeiy and 
gracefully diſpute before her Ma- 
jeſty, that, as a Teſtimonial of 
her Approbation, ſhe beſtowed a 
Penſion of twenty Pounds per 
Annum upon him.—On the 6th 
of Sept. 1566, when the Oxanian 
Muſes, in their Turn, were ho- 
noured with a Viſit from their 
Royal Miſtreſs, our Author, with 
ei oht more Cantabrigians, were 
incorporated Maſters of Arts in 
the Univerſity of Oxfecrd. 

Mr. Preſton wrote one dramatic 
Piece, in the old Metre, en- 
titled, = 

Lyfe of CAM B YS ES. Trag. 
For a more particular Account of 
which, ſee Vol. I. CAM BVS Es. 
This Play Langbaine imagines 


Sbaleſpeare meant to ridicule, 


when, in his Play of Henry IV. 
Part I. Act II. he makes Fal- 
ftaff talk of ſpeaking in King Cam- 
byjes Vein,—In Proof of which 
ConjeRure he has given his Rea- 
ders a Quotation from the Be- 


ginng of the Play, being a Speech 


of King Cambyſes himſelf, which, 
on the ſame Account that he 
quoted it, and alſo as being a good 
| Specimen of the Manner of Wri- 
ting of many Authors at that Pe- 
riod of Time, I ſhall take the 
Liberty of tranſcribing, The 
Words are as follow, h 


My Counfile grave and fapient, 
NMitb Lords of legal Train 
Aitentive Eares towards us bend, 

And mark what fhall be ſain. 
So you, likewiſe, my.waliant Knight, 

Whoſe ma 1 2 doth fly ; aſh 
Bye _ of Fame the ſeunding 


rump 


% 


QU 
, My ſapient Words, I ſa 
And fo your 2 49. * 


You know that Moſs wanguiſhed. 


bath 
Cyrus, that King of State: 


And I, by due Inheritance, 
Poſfeſs that princely Crown; 

Ruling, by Sword of mighty Forte, 
In Place of great Renown, 


PrESTWICH, PRESTwWITH, 
or P ESTWICk, Mr. Edmund. 


In all theſe ſeveral Manners have | 
different Authors ſpelled the Name 


of a Writer of King Charle I's 
Reign, who, according to Phil- 
lips and Winftanley, (and indeed 
- moſt of the Biographers have fol- 
lowed their Opinion) was Au- 
thor of two dramatic Pieces, en- 
titled, 

1. The Hector. Trag. Vid. 

APPENDIX, = 

2. HirPoLiTUs, Trag. 


, Q. 


8 Francis, Eſq; was 
Son of James Quarles, Eſqj 
Clerk of the Board of Green Cloth, 
and Purveyor to Queen Elizabeth, 


He was born in 1592, at Stew- | 


ards, an ancicnt Seat of the Fa- 
mily, near Rumford in Eſſer; 
from whence-he was firſt ſent to 
Peter Houſe, and afterwatds to 
Chriſt Church College, Cambridge, 
for the compleating of his Stu- 
dies; and, on his Return to Len- 
don, beeame a Member of La- 
coln's Inn. — He was ſome Time 
Cup-bearer to the Queen of Bo- 
bemia, and Chronologer to the 
City of London; and went over 
to Ireland as Secretary to = 
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tuly great Prelate James Uſher, 
Archbiſhop of Armagh.—But the 
Troubles in that Kingdom forcing 
tim from thence, he returned to 
his Native Country, where he 
lied, on the Sth Day of Sept. 
1644, ZEtat. 52. and was buried 
in the Pariſh Church of St. Ye- 
daft, Foſter-Lane,— His Works, 
both in Verſe and Proſe, are nu- 
merous and well known, parti“ 
cularly his Divine Emblems, which 
has been a good Copy to the 
Bookſellers, and 1s to this Day in 
great Requeſt with one Sort of 
pious Readers; tho', on Account 
o the obſolete Quaintneſs of Stile, 
which many of the Writers of 
that Age made Uſe of, his Works, 
with thoſe of many of his Cotem- 
poraries once in high Repute, are 
now totally neglected, or at leaſt 
held in but flight Eſtimation, —A- 
mong his other Works was a Piece 
entitled the Loyal Convert, for the 
writing of which he underwent a 
rery ſevere Proſecution, from the 
uſurped Authority then in being. 

Largbaine, a great Admirer of 
his Works, gives him this amia- 
ble Character. —©© He was (ſays 
he) a Poet that mixed Religion 
& and Fancy together; and was 
* very careful in all his Writings 
«not to intrench upon Good- 
* Manners, by any Scurrility in 
his Works; or any Ways of- 
fending againſt his Duty to 
„God, his Neighbour, or him- 
5 elf,” | 
In dramatic Writing he only 
produced one Piece, to which 
even his zealous Advocate Lang- 
tine gives no higher Commenda- 
tion to, than ſtyling it an inno- 
- ino fenſive Play, —It is en- 
titled, | 

The Virgin Widow. Com. 
Mr, Quarles had, by one Wife, 
no leſs than eighteen Chil3ten ; 
one of whom, John, inheriting 
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both his Father's Genius and his 
Loyalty, received his Edupation 
at Exeter College, Oxford; and, in 
1642, being then but eighteen 
Years of Age, bore Arms within 
the Garriſon of Oxon, for King 
Charles I, in whoſe Army, it is 
ſaid, he afterwards had a Cap- 
tain's Commiſion, —But, on the 
Declenfion of his Majeſty's Cauſe, 
he retired to London, where, in 
Conſequence of his Attachment 
to the Royal Party, he was re- 
duced to write for a bare Subſiſt- 
ence, and there continued in a 
poor and mean Condition, till 
the great Plague, which, raging 
in and about London, ſwept him 
away, with many Thouſands more, 
in the fatal Year 1665, 


R. 


R * Vid. SEEPHERD's Ho- 


L IDA. Vol. I. Ar PEN 
DIx. . 


R. T. —-Theſe Initial Letters 


ſtand in the Title of, one drama- 
tic Piece, entitled, : 
The Extravagant Shepherd , 
Paſt, Com. 
There is no Author who wrote 
about that Time whoſe Name 
would ſuit with theſe Initials, ex- 


cepting Thomas Rawlins, of whom 
hereafter : 


Yet, without ſome 
farther concominant Circum -< 
ſtances, I cannot think myſelf 
authorized to father this Play 
upon him. | 

R. W. Theſe two Letters 
ſtand before a Kind of Droll or 


Farce, play d at Barthiolomegu and 


Southwark Fairs, and publiſhed in 
K. Charles II's Time, entitled, 
The Coronation of Queen Ex. 1. 
ZABETH, 
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Theſe Letters are alſo affixed to 
a Piece, entitled, 

The Three Lerds and Ladies of 
Loxnpon. Vid. Vol. I. 
THREE LADIES or Lo- 

po. | f 

RAl rx, James, Eſq; one of 
the greateſt political, tho' not one 
of the greateſt poetical Writers of 
the preſent Age, —Of his Family 
we can trace no particulars ; but 
it is ſaid his Deſcent was but 
mean, and that he ſolely raiied 
himſelf from Obſcurity by h:s 
Merit; a Circumſtance which re- 
dounds more to his Honour than 
would a long Bead roll of great 


Anceſtors, „ ſtuck o'er with Ti- 


« tles and hung round with 
« ſtrings,” 

Mr. Ralpb's firſt Appearance in 
the World, before he became 
diſtinguiſhed for his Writings, 
was, as we are informed, in 
the Character of a School-M 
ter, at Philadelphia, in Nertb- 
America ; which remote Situation 
not ſuiting his active Mind, he 
came to England, about the Be- 
ginning of the Reign of George J. 
We have not learnt what was 
then the immediate Object of 
his Purſuit, but it was probably 
ſomething in the public Offices 
dependant on the Court; for he 
ſoon became a Frequenter of the 
Levees, and attach'd to ſome great 
Men, to whom his Abilities re- 
commended him. —He did not, 
however, at firſt make any Fi- 
gure in the political World, but 
rather applied himſelf to writing 
for the Stage, in which he was 
not very ſucceſsful.— He alſo pro- 
duced ſome Pieces of Poetry, 
particularly Night, a Poem, of 
which Mr. Pope thus takes Notice 
in his Dunciad : How 

Silence ye Wolves ! while Ralph 

| to Cynthia hozwls, 

And makes Night bhideous —an- 

fever bim ye Oruls ! 


* 
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This Paſſage Mr. Pope has it. 
luſtrated by a very abutive Note, 
in which Mr. Ralyb's Character is 
moſt unmercifully torn to Pieces; 
which Severity, it ſeems, was oc- 
caſioned by a Piece attributed to 
aur Author, entitled Saoney, a 
Poem, in which the ſacred tri- 
umvirate, Dean Swift, Mr, Pape 
and Mr. Gay were attacked. 


This was high Treaſon itſelf.— 


Mr. Ralph, was very falſely and 
injuriouſly repreſented in the Dux- 
ciad. Mr. Pope ſays, he was ſo 
illiterate, that he did not even 
underſtand French: Whereas, it 
is very certain, that he was Maſ- 
ter of the French and Latin Lan- 
gu2ges ; and not altogether igno- 


rant of the Jtadan; and was, in 


Truth, a very ingenious Proſe- 
Writer, although he did not ſuc- 
ceed as a Poet, His Hiſtory of 


England, commencing with the 


Reign of the Starts, is much eſ- 
teemed, as were his Political 
Pamphleis; ſome of which were 
looked upon as Maſter - Pieces.— 
He was likewiſe concerned in 
writing the Eſſays in ſeveral Pe- 
riodical Papers; in which he be- 
came ſo formidable to the Mi- 
niſtry towards the End of Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole's Time, that it was 
deemed expedient to take him off 
by a Penſion, —He had great Ex- 
pectations from the late Prince of 
Wales, who frequently made uſe 
of Mr, Ralph's Pen, in the Con- 
troverſies in which it is well 
known that Prince was engaged: 
But, by the Death of his Royal 
Highneſs, all our Author's Views 
of Preferment were entirely cut 
off, —At the Acceſſion of Geo. III. 
however, Mr, Ralph, tho' conſi- 
derably advanced in Vears, began to 
be again taken Notice of, and his 
Hopes were revived; but, alas! 
the great Circumventor of all hu- 
man Ex pectatiens, Death, put a 


final Period to all his Schemes, 
— | in 
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in the Beginning of the Vear 
1762, at his Houſe in Chifwvrck ; 
after ſuffering a long and ſevere 
Affliction from the Gout, of 
which Diſorder alſo his only. 
Daughter, about eighteen, died 
in a few Weeks after him, 
His diamatic Writings are, 
1. Faſhionable Lady, or Harle- 
guin's Opera, 
2. Fall of the Earl of Ess Ex. 
Trag. 
3. Lawyer's Feaſt. Farce. 
4. Aſtrologer. Com, 
One of Mr, Ralph's laſt Perfor- 
mances had alſo ſeme Relation 
to the Stage; and was eſteemed 
a very excellent and very enter- 
taining Performance, —lIt was en- 
titled, The Caſe of Authors, 
Ramsay, Alan, is ſaid to 
have been a Barber in Edinburgh, 
His Taſte in Poetry, however, 
has juſtly raiſed him to a Degree 
of Fame that may in ſome Mea- 
ſure be conſider'd as a Recom- 
pence for the Frowns of For- 
tune. — His Songs are in univerſal 
Eſteem; as is alſo the only dra- 
matic Performance attributed to 
him, e. 
Roc ER and PAT TIE, or the 
Gentle Shepherd; A Scots 
Paſtoral. 
This Piece is frequently acted at 
the Little Theatre in the Hay- 
market, for the Benefit of one 
Lauder, a Singer; who himſelf 
uſually performs a principal Part 
in it. | 
Our Northern Bard was Father 
to the ingenious Mr. Ramſay, a 
celebrated Painter of the preſent 
Age, and who has likewiſe diſ- 
tinguiſned himſelf by ſome well- 
. written Tracts on various Branches 
of Polite Literature, particularly 
the Inveſtigator, 
Ranyporene, Mr. Thomas, — 
This valuable Poet was a Son of 
William Randolphe, of Hamſey, near 
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L caves in Suſſex, Eſq; Steward to 
Edward Lord Zouch, by Eliza- 
beth his Wife, Daughter of Te. 
mas Smith, Eſq; of Newnham, 
near Daintree in Northamptonſhire, 
at which Place our Author was 
born, on the 15th of June 1605, 
— He received the early Parts of 
his Education at W:ftminſter School, 
from whence, being one of the 
King's Scholars, .he removed to 
Trinity College in Cambridge, at 
the Age of eighteen ; in which 
College he obtained a Fellowſhip, 
and afterwards commenced Maſ- 
ter of Arts, in which Degree he 
was incorporated at Oxford. Ve- 
ry early in Life he gave Proofs of 
an amazing Quickneſs of Parts, 
and he was not only eſteem'd and 
admir'd by Perſons of Genius at 
the Univerſity, but likewiſe high- 
ly valued and beloved by the beſt 
Poets of that Age in the Metro- 
polis.—His extenſive Learning, 
Gaiety of Humour, and. Readi- 
neſs of Repartee, gain'd him Ad- 
mirers throughout all Ranks of 


Mankind, and more eſpecially re- 


commended him to the Intimacy 
and Friendſhip of Ben Jonſon, who 
admitted him as one of his adopt- 
ed Sons in the Muſes, and held 
him in equal Eſteem with the in- 
genious Mr. Cartwright, of whom 


I have before made Mention, 


Rando!pbe's Turn, in his dra- 
matic Works, is entirely to Co- 
medy; his Language is elegant, 
and his Sentiments are juſt and 
forcible, — His Characters are, for 


the moſt Part, ftrongly drawn, 


and his Satire well choſen and 
poignant, —In ſhort, it were to be 
wiſhed, that ſome Writer of Me- 
rit would endeavour at the raifing 
him out of the Obſcurity in Which 
his Writings at preſent ſeem bu. 
ried, by altering his Pieces, ſo as 
to render them fit for the preſent 
{[ Cez2] Stage, 
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Stage, or at the leaſt giving the 
World a correct and critical Edi- 
tion of them. | | 


The dramatic Pieces he has left G 


behind him, which were publiſh- 
ed after his Death by his Brother 
Mr. Themas Randolpbe, of Cbriſt- 
Church College, Oxford, are the fix 
following, viz. | 

i, AMYNTAS, Paſt, 
2. ArRISTiPPUs, Com, 

3. Conceited Pedlar. Farce, 

4. Hey for Honey, Down with 

Anavery, Com. 

5. Fealous Lovers, Com. 

6. Muſes Looking-Glaſs, Com. 
The laſt of theſe has, within a 


few Years paſt, been revived at 


Cowc.it - Garden Theatre, and is, 
' moreover, reprinted in Dodſley's 
Collection of old Plays.——It is 
probable that, had a Length of 
Days been permitted to this Au- 
thor, he would have produced 
many more valuable Pieces, ſome 
of which might have become 
brilliant Ornaments to the Eng- 
liſh Stage; but, alas! at the ve- 
ry Time when he was attaining 
the Prime of Life, at the very 
Time when Genius was beginning 
to be temper'd by Judgment, and 
Fancy to be moderated by Expe- 
rience, at the very Time, ina 
Word, when the moſt ſanguine 
ExpeRations were raiſed of a fu- 
ture Harveſt, of luxuriant Fruit, 
this flouriſhing Bloſſom was erop'd 
by the envious Hand of Death. — 
In ſhort, according to Food, be- 
ing too like the Generality of 
Men of Abilities, fomewhat ad- 
dicted to libertine Indulgences, 
and, in Conſequence of keeping 
too much Company, and running 
into faſhionable Exceſſes with 
greater Freedom than his Conſti- 
- tution could bear, he aſſiſted in 
ſhortening his own Days, and died 

before he had compleated the Age 
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of twenty - nine Years, at the 


Houfe of William Stafford, Eg; 


of Blathertoyke in Nortbampton- 
ire, and was buried, with the 
Anceſtors of the Family of gf. 


ford, in an Iſle adjoining to the 


Church of that Place, on the 17th 
of March 1634, ſoon after which 
a Monument of white Marble 
was erected over his Grave, at 
the Charge of Sir Chriſtopher (af. 
terwards Lord) Hatton, of Kirby, 
with an Inſcription upon it, in 
Latin and Engliſh Verſe, written 
by our Author's intimate Friend 
Peter Hauſfted, of whom I have 
before had Occaſion to make 
Mention, and give ſome Account 
of in his proper Place. 
RavenscRoOFT, Mr. Edward. 
This Writer, or rather Compiler 
of Plays, lived in the Reigns of 
Charles II. and James II. — He was 
ſometime a Member of the Mid- 
dle Temple, but, looking on the 
dry Study of the Law as greatly 
beneath the Attention of a Man 
of Genius, quitted it, for the 
Pleaſure of ranging in the more 
flowery Fields of Poetry: But 
here again he ſeem'd averſe to 
Labour, rather chuſing to pluck 


and form Noſegays of thoſe Flow- 


ers which had been planted by o- 
thers, than by the cultivating of 
any until'd Spot, to obtain a ge- 
nuine Right of Inheritance in the 
Product of his own Induſtry,—in 
a Word, he was an errant Plagi- 
ary ; and altho', by boldly daring 
to enter the Liſts, in a vigorous 
Oppoſition to Mr.* Dryden, the 
Power of his Antagoniſt ſtamp'd a 
Degree of Diſtinction on him, 
which he would never otherwiſe 
have obtained; yet it is, perhaps, 
the only Claim he can properly 
lay to public Notice: And Mr. 
Dryden might, with great Pro- 
priety, have retorted on . 
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the Words of Jjax, 


Irs trlit Pretium jam nunc Cer- 
taminis bujus, 
Qui, cum vicfus erit, Me uu 


certaſſe feretur. 


Mr. Ravenſcroft's dramatic Pieces 
are twelve in Number, and are as 
follow, 

1. Anatamiſt Com. 

2, CANTERBURY Gueſts, C, 
bs 3. Careleſs Lowers, Com, 

4. Dame Do RhSsON. Com. 
5. EDC AR and ALFREDA. 

Trag. 

6. EN GL Is H T awyer. Com. 

7. ITALIAN Lifhand, Trag. 

8. LoN DON Cucke/ds, Com, 

0. MamMAaMoucni, Com, 
10. SCARAMOUCH, à Pbiloſo- 

pber, &c. Com. 

11. Tirus AN DPRONIC US. T. 
12. ranging Lovers. Com. 

RAwLINS, Thomas, Eſq; was 
principal Engraver of the Mint, 
in the Reigns both of King Charles 
the Firſt and Second, and died in 
that Employment in 1670,—He 
was intimately acquainted with 
moſt of the Wits and Poets of his 
Time, and wrote for Amuſement 
only, not for Profit; for, in the 
Pretace to his firſt Play, he thus 
addreſſes the Reader. Take no 
© Notice of, my Name (ſays he) 
«fr a ſecond Work of this Na- 
* ture ſhall hardly bear it, —I 
have no Deſire to be known by 
* a Thread-bare Coat, having a 


« Calling that will maintain it 
| Civil War, publiſhed one dra- 
matic Piece, entitled, 


© woolly.**—The Pieces which 
pals under his Name, are the 
following, 

1. Rebellion. Trag. 

2. Tom ESSEN CE. Com. 

3. TunBRiDGE Wells, Com. 

(aſcribed to this Author.) 

ReveT, Mr. Edward. — Of 
this Author I can trace nothing 
farther than that he muſt have 


RI 
lived in the Reign of K. Cha, II. 


and that he wrote one dramatic 
Piece, which was a very haſty, 


and therefore probably not a very 


extraordinary Performance, hay- 


ing been begun and finiſhed in a 


Fortnight, entitled, 

The Toon Shifes, Com, 

RaoDEs, Richard, M. D — 
This Author was of a good Ex- 
traction, being the Son of a Gen- 
tleman of London, and probably 
born in that Metropolis, tho' in 
what Vear is not apparent.— He 
received the Rudiments of his 
Education in Wefminfter School, 
from whence, being at that Time 
well grounded in Grammar, and 
in the practical Part of Muſic, he 
was tranſplanted to Oxford, where 
he became a Student in Chrif 
Church College, but took only 


one Degree in Arts, at which 


Time he made certain Compoti- 


tions in Muſic, From thence he 
went to France, and took the De- 
gree of Doctor in Phyſic at Mort- 
pellerr, but, being of an unſetled 
Diſpoſition, or perhaps fond of 
Travel, he from thence took a 
Journey to Spain, where at Ma- 
drid he died, and was buried in 
the Year 1668.— While he was 
at the Univerſity of Oxford, he 
wrote one Play, entitled, 
Fioka's Pagaries, Com. 
RicxarDd, Mr, Nathaniel, 
Of this Author I find nothing 
farther on Record than that he 


lived in the Reign of K Charles I. 


and, about the Beginning of the 


Mss AL IN A the Roman Em- 
preſs. Trag. 
Rip ER. WWiltam, M. A.— All 
I can learn with Relation to this 
Author is, that he was a Student 
in Merton College, Oxford, where 
he took his Degree of Maſter of 
Arts, ſome Time in the Reign 
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of Charles II, that he married a 
near Kinſwoman to Dr. Arnway, 
Archdeacon of Litchfield and Co- 


dramatic Piece, entitled, 

The Trins. Com. 

Rivers, Mr. — This Author 
was a Jeſuit, who lived, I be- 
lieve, in the Reign of James I, 

and wrote one Play, entitled, 
The Traytor. Trag. 
which, I imagine, was never ac- 
ted in its original Form; but, 
falling into the Hands of Mr, 
James Shirley, he, with very con- 
tiderable Alterations and Improve- 
ments of his own, brought it on 
tae Stage, and publiſhed it among 
his own Works, —— Mr, Rivers 
compoſed this Piece while he was 
in Confinement in Newgate, on 
Account of ſome political and re- 
ligious Concerns, in which Pri- 
fon he died, — It was afterwards, 
.fr. in 1692, revived with Suc- 
. ceſs, under the Title of Amidea; 
and after that again, with ſome 
Alterations, but by its old Title, 
by Mr. Chriſtopher Bullock, the 
Comedian. 

RochgsTER, Jobn Wilmot, 
Earl of, was Son to the famous 
Henry Lord Wilmot, (afterwards 
Earl of Rocheſter ) who was ſo ve- 

ry inſtrumental in the Preſerva- 
tion of Charles 11, in his Flight 
from Worceſter, where he was de- 
feated by Cremæuell.— The memo- 
-rable Wit, who is the Subject of 
this Article, was born in 1648, 
and was educated firft at Burford 
Free-School; from whence, in 
1689, he was admitted a Noble- 
man of Vadbam College in Ox 
. ford. —He afterwards travelled in- 
to France and Italy; and, at his 
Return, he frequented the de- 
bauched Court of Cha. II. where 
his natural Propenlities to Vice 
were not likely to be curbed or 
aured: Here he was firſt made 


wventry, and that he wrote one 
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one of the Gentlemen of his 
Majeſty's Bed-Chamber, and then 
Comptroller of Woodftork Park. 
In the Winter of 1665 he 
went to Sea, under the Earl of 
Sandwich, who commanded: a 
Fleet employed in the War with 
the Dutch. —IWilmot behaved very 
well in the Attack made on the 
Enemy in the Port of Bergen in 
Norway, and gained a high Re- 
putation for Courage; which he 
afterwards loſt in an Adventure 
with the Earl of Mulgrave, who 
called him to an Account, for 
ſome Words which he was re- 
ported to have too freely ſpoken 
of the Earl. Nilmot accepted the 
Challenge; but when he came 


to the Place appointed, he de- 


clined coming to Action ; urging 
that he was fo weak with a cer- 
tain Diſtemper, that he fourd 
himſelf unfit to fight. —This un- 
lucky Affair entirely ruined his 
Reputation for Courage, and ſub- 
jected him to farther Inſults; 
which will ever be the Caſe, when 


once People know a Man's Weak- 


neſs in this Reſpect.— His Repu- 
tation for Mit, however, ſtill kept 
bim from totally ſinking in the 
Opinion of the World; but, on 
the other Hand, his exceſſive De- 
baucheries were every Day more 
and more completing the Ruin of 
his Conſtitution; and the natural 
Vivacity of his Imagination being 
fill more inflamed with Wine, 
made his Company ſo eagerly co- 
veted by his gay Aſſociates, that 
they were ever contriving to en- 
gage him deeper and deeper in 
Extravagance and Intemperance, 
in order that they might be che 
more diverted by his Humour.— 
All this ſo entirely ſubdued him, 
that, as he afterwards acknow- 
ledged, he was for five Years to- 
gether continually drunk; not, 


indeed, all the while under the 
viſible 
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viſible Effect of Liquor, but ſo 
inflamed in his Blood, that he 
was never cool enough to be Maſ- 
ter of himlelf,—There were two 
Principles in the natural Temper 
of this lively and witty Noble- 
man, whieh hurried him into 

reat Exceſſes; a violent Love of 
ſenſual Pleaſure, and a Diſpoſi- 
tion to extravagant Mirth, —' he 
one involved him in the groſſeſt 
Debaucheries, and the other led 
him to man odd Adventures and 
Frolicks; ſome of which are re- 
lated in the ſeveral Accounts that 
| have been publiſhed of his Life, 
but we have not Room to repeat 
them here. 

As to his Genius, his principal 
Turn ſeems to have been towards 
Satire; but, being in this Reſpect 
as licentious as in every Thing 
elſe, his Satires uſually degene- 
rated into mere Libels; in all 
which, he had fo peculiar a Ta- 
lent of mixing his Wit with his 
Malice, that all his Compoſitions 
were eaſily known.—In Regard 
to his other Poems, which have 
been ſo uſually admired for their 
Wit, as well as for their Ob- 


ſcenity, they are too indelicate to. 


deſerve any particular Notice, — 
It is a Compliment juſtly due to 
the more refined Taſte of the 
preſent Age, to fay, that ſuch 
groſs Productions no longer pleaſe, 
or can be even endured, — They 
are indeed, as a more moral Bard 
juſtly expreſſes it, more apt to 
put out than to kindle the Fire.— 
His Tragedy of Yalentinian, how- 
ever, and ſome m_ Pieces pub» 
licked by Tenſon, ſhew that he 
was not incapable of more ſerious 
and more innocent Productions. 
By conſtant Indulgence in Sen- 
ſuality, he entirely wore out an 
excellent Conſtitution, before he 
was 30 Years of Age.—In Ofober 
1679, when he was ſlowly re- 


þ 
covering from a Diſeaſe which 
had proved ſufficiently powerful 
to make a ſerious Impreſſion on 
him, he was viſited by Biſhop 
Burnet, on an Intimation that 
ſuch a Viſit would not be diſa- 
greeable.—lIt is natural to ſuppoſe 
hat the good Biſhop has made 
the moſt of this Affair. — We 
have only his Account of the 
Matter; and, as far as that Ac- 
count may be relied upon, he 
made a perfect Convert of this il- 
luſtrious Profligate : So that he, 
who lived the Life of a Libertine 
and an Atheiſt, died the Death of 
a good Chriſtian and a fincere Pe- 
nitent,—How far, however, that 
Penitence which is extorted by 
Affliction, and the Horrors of an 
approaching Diſſolution, can be 
eſteemed genuine, or effefrual, is a 


Queſtion which it would not be 


very proper to. diſcuſs in this 
Place, 

Lord Rocheſter died in July 
1680, of mere old Age, before 
he had compleated his 33d Vear; 
quite worn down, ſo that Nature 
had not Strength even for a dying 
Groan.— He left behind him a 
Son named Charles, and three 
Daughters ; the Son died the Year 
after his Father, ſo the Male 
Line ceaſing, the Title of Earl of 
Rocheſter was transferred, by the 
King, to the Family of Hyde, in 
the Perſon of Laurence, a young- 
er Son of Edward Earl of Cla- 
rendon. 

Lord Rocheſter's dramatic Works 
conſiſted only of one Play, wiz, 

VALENTINIAN. Trag. (al- 

ter'd from Beaumont and 
Fletcher.) 

RoLL1, Sign, Paolo Antonio. 
This Gentleman, who I believe 
is yet hving, is by Birth a Flo- 
rentine, has an Eftate in the Cam- 
pania of Rome, and ftiles himſelf 
a Roman Senator. He reſided 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral Years in this Kingdom, 
during which Time he had ſome 
Concern in the Management of 


the King's Theatre in the Hay 


market, and wrote the greateſt 
Part of the Operas which were 
repreſented there in that Period ; 
and indeed, to do him Juſtice, 
they were. in general much ſupe- 
rior to thoſe which have been 
fince introduced to the Publick 
thro' the Channel of that Theatre, 
At length, however, after hav- 
ing, I believe, conſiderably bet- 
ter d his Fortune by his Refi- 
dence in England, and the En- 
couragement he met with from 
the Nobility and Gentry, he choſe 
to retire to his own patrimonial 
Eftate, and ſpend the Remainder 
of his Days in Eaſe. and Indul- 
gence; for which Purpoſe he 
quitted England about the Year 
1744.—The Pieces that he wrote 
are very numerous; and, as the 
Publication of theſe Operas, 


Which is intended principally for 


the Uſe of the Audience within 
the Theatre, by Way of Direc- 


tion to the Ear during the Time 


of Repreſentation, by no Means 
give a Chance for Immortality, 
fince the Number of them which 
are deſtroyed greatly exceeds thoſe 


which are preſerved, I am aware 
that the following Lift is very im- 


perfect; but as, in a Courſe of 
Time, the Remainder may fall 


into my Hands, that Deficiency, 


and ſuch others in this Work, as 


even the utmoſt Aſſiduity and 


moſt diligent Search has not been 


able to avoid during the Time al- 


lotted to a fl Compilement, the 
Reader may depend on finding 
ſupplied, if it ſhould have the 
good Fortune to reach to a ſecond 
Edition. — Thoſe Pieces, howe- 
ver, which have come to my 
Hands of this Author's, are en- 


% 


titled as follow, Ie 


9 
1. As AcE. Ital. Opera. 
2. As TAR TuS. Ital. Opera. 
3. Caiseus, Ital. Op, 
4. FLORIDANTE, Ital, Op, 
5. GRISELDA, Ital. Op, 
6. Irni1GENIA IN Aut, 
Ital. Opera. 
7. MuTivus Scæ vor A. Ital, 
Op ra. 

8. Nax ciss us. Ital. Op. 
9. NumiTosr. Ital. Opera, 
Signior Rolli has alſo obliged the 
World with a good Tranſlation 
of Milton's Paradiſe Loft, in l:a- 
lian; a Work which does him 

great Honour. 
Room E, Mr.—This Gentle- 


man was bred to the Law, and 


altered a Comedy of Rctard 
Broome's into a Ballad Opera.— 
He has, however, been honeſt e- 
nough to make an Acknow- 
ledgment to the Founder of his 


Feaſt, by ſuffering the Piece to 


retain its original Title of 
The Fowral Crew, Ball. Op, 


and, under the Form in which 


Mr, Roome left it, or at leaſt with 
ſome very. trivial Alterations, it 
has within theſe three Years been 
revived, and played with amazing 
Succeſs at Covent-Garden Theatre, 
Ross1, Sign, Giacomo, an Ja- 
lian, who, on a Plan laid down 
for him by Aaron Hill, Eſq; wrote 
the Words of one dramatic Piece, 
which, being ſet to Muſic. by 
Mr. Handel, was performed.with 
Succeſs at the Opera Houle in the 
Haymarket, —It was entitled, 
RINAL DO. Ital. Opera. 
Rowe, MNicholas, Eſq; Son to 


* Fobn Rowe, Eſq; Serjeant at Law, 


was born. at Little Berkford, in 
Bedfordſhire, Anno 1673. — His 
Education was begun at a private 
School in Highgate, from whence 
he was removed to Weſtminſter 


School, where he was perfected in 


Claſſical Literature, under the fa- 


mous ſevere Doctor Buſby. — His 
Fg Father 
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Father deſigning him for his own 
- Profeflion, enter'd him, at 16 
Years of Age, a Student of the 
| Middle Temple. — He ſoon made a 
great Progreſs in the Law, and 


might þave made a great F igure - 


in that Profeſſion, if the Love of 
| Poetry and the Belles Lettres had 
not too much attracted his Atten- 
' tion, —At the Age of 25 he wrote 
his firſt Tragedy, the Ambitious 
Step -Mother 3 the great Succeſs of 
which made him entirely lay aſide 
all Thoughts of the Law.—His 
Talent was - altogether for Trage- 
dy; all his Pieces of that Kind 
being juſtly eſteemed for the Po- 
etry and Sentiments, although 
they are by many deemed faulty 
in Reſpe&t to the Plots, which, 
in general, are too thin and fim- 
ple.— Being a great Admirer of 
Shakeſpeare, he gave the Public.an 
Edition of his Plays ; to which he 
prefixed an Account of that great 
Man's Life. But the moſt conſi- 
derable of Mr, Reroe's Perform- 


ances, was a Tranſlation of Lu- 


can's Pharſalia, which he juſt 
lived to finiſh, but not to publiſh ; 
for it did not appear in Print till 
ten Years after his Death, 

His Attachment to the Muſes, 
however, did not entirely unfit 
him for Buſineſs ; and when the 
Duke of Queenſbury was Secretary 


of State, he made Mr. Rozve his 


Under - Secretary for Public Af- 
fairs: But, after the Duke's 
Death, the Avenues to his Pre- 
ferment being ſtopped, he paſſed 
his Time in Retirement during 
the reſt of Queen Anne's Reign. 
On the Acceſſion of Geo. I. he 
was made Poet Laureat, and one 
of the Land Surveyors of the 
Cuſtoms in the Port of London.— 


He was alſo Clerk of the Coun- 


cil to the Prince of Wales, and 
the Lord Chancellor Parker made 
tim his Secretary for the Preſen- 
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tations ; but he did not long en- 


joy theſe Promotions, for he died 


in 1718, in the 45th Vear of his 
Age. — His dramatic Pieces are, 
1. The Ambitious Step-Motber. 
Trag. | 
2, TAMERLANE, Trag. 
3. Royal Convert, Trag. 
4. Fair Penitent. Trag. 
5. JANE SHORE, Trag. 
6. Lady JANE GREY. Trag. 
7. ULys8Es, Trag. 
8. The Biter. Com. 
The laſt Piece did not meet with 
the ſame Succeſs that he had with 
his Tragedies; for his Genius by 
no Means ſuited the Comic Muſe. 
Mr. Rowe was twice married 
had a Son by his firſt Wife, and 
a Daughter by the ſecond, © 
He was a handſome, genteel 
Man; and his Mind was as ami- 


able as his Perſon. - He lived be- 


loved, and at his Death, had the 


Honour to be lamented by Mr, 


Pope, in an Epitaph which is 


printed in Pope's Works, although 
it was not affixed on Mr. Rorve s 
Monument, in Meſiminſter- Abbey, 


where he was interred in the 


Poet's Corner, oppoſite to Chaucer, 
RowLzy, Mr. Samuel,—This: 


Gentleman lived in the Reign of 


Charles I, and conſequently was 


Cotemporary with another Writer 
of his Name, of whom I fhall 


give ſome Account in the next 


Article; but, whether he was 


any Way related to him, is not 
apparent.— He ſtiles himſelf Ser- 
vant to the Prince of Vales, but 
it does not appear what Place he 

enjoyed under his Royal High- 
neſs.— There are two Plays in 
Print under his Name, the Ti- 
tles of which are, 


I. Noble Spaniſh Soldier. Trag. 
2. When You ſee me You know 
me. Hiſt, Play. 
RowLEY, Mr, William, who 


ſtands in the third Claſs of dra- 


matic 
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matic Writers, lived in the Reign 


of King Charles I. and received 


his Education at the Univerſity 


of Cambridge, but whether he 


took any Degree there is not evi- 


dent, there being few Particulars 
preſerved in Regard to him, more 
than his cloſe Intimacy and Con- 
nection with all the principal 
Wits and poetical Geniuſes of 
by whom he was 
well beloved, and with ſome of 
whom he joined in their Wri- 


tings.— Mood ftiles him, © the 


« Ornament for Wit and Inge- 
% nuity of Pembroke- Hall in Cam- 
bridge. — In a Word, he was a 
very great Benefactor to the Eng- 
lib Stage, having, excluſive of 
his Aid lent to Middleton, Day, 
Heywood, Webſter, &c. left us five 
Plays of his own compoſing, and 
one in which even the immortal 


. Shakeſpeare afforded him ſome Aſ- 


fſtance, —Their Titles in alpha- 
betical Order are as follow, 
1. All's loft Luft. Trag. 
a2. Birth of MERLIN. Tragi- 
Com. (aſſiſted by Shakeſ- 
HPeare.) 5 PI 
3. Match at Midnight. Com. 
4. New Wonder, a Woman ne- 
ver wext, Com. 


: 5. Shoemaker is 4 Gentleman. 


Com. ED 
6. Witch of EDmonNToON, 
Tragi Com. 1 
The Plays in which he was con- 


cerned with others, but, not hav- . 


ing the principal Hand, are not 
aſcribed to him, are the follow- 
ing, to which I have ſubjoined 


the Author's Name who joined 


with him. 


1. Changling. Trag. Tho, Mid. 


dleton. 


2, Cure for a Cuckold, Com. 


| Yobn Webſter. 
3. Fair Quarrel, Com, Tho, 
Middleton, © 


March 1614, entitled, 
I)oeNORAM us. 


RU 


4. Fortune by Land and Sea, C. 
Tho. Heywood, 

5. Old Law. Tragi-Com, P};. 
lip Maſſinger and Tho. Mid. 
dleton. 

6. Parliament of Bees. Maſque, 
Joln Day and Geo, il. 
Rins, >; f 

7. Spaniſh Cipſey. Com. To, 

Middleton. 

8. Thracian Wonder, Comic 
Hiſtory, een Wetter, 
(on the Authority of Min- 


Py only.) 


9. Travels of the three Enęlim 


Brothers. Tehbn Day and 

Geo. Wilkins, 
RuGcGLEs, Ralph, A. M.— 
All I can diſcover concerning this 
Writer is, -he belonged to Clare- 
Hall, Cambridge, and was Author 
of a very celebrated and very 
humorous Latin Play, which was 


ated at that Univerſity before 


King James I. on the Sth of 


Com. 
Rur TER, Mr. Joſeph.— This 
Author lived in the Reign of 


King Charles J. and was a De- 


pendant on the Family of Eq- 
ward Earl of Dorſet, Lord Cham- 
berlain to the Queen, being Tu- 
tor to his Son.—At the Com- 
mand of his Patron, he under- 


took a Tranſlation of the firſt Part 


of the Cid, from the French of 
Corneille, which, when executed, 
was ſo well approved of by the 


King, to whom it was ſhewn, 


that, at his Majeſty's own De- 


fire, the ſecond Part of the ſame 


Piece was put into Mr. Rutter's 
Hands, with an Injunction to 
tranſlate it, which he immedi- 
ately obey'd.—He beſides wrote 
one original dramatic Piece of bis 
own, ſo that the Works of this 


Kind, which he has left behind 
him, are, 


1. Cid, 


| =» 
1. Cid. Tragi-Com, in two 
Parts, 
2. Shepherd's Holiday, Trag. 
Com. Paſtoral, 

Ryan, Mr. Lacy.—This Gen- 
tleman, tho' generally, I believe, 
eſteemed a Native of Ireland, was 
born in England, in the Year 


1694.—What Profeſſion he was 


originally intended for I have ne- 
ver heard; but a ſtrong theatrical 
paſſion led him to that of the 
Stage, on which he made a very 
early Appearance, and was even 
tiken conſiderable Notice of in 
the Part of Marcus in Cato, du- 
ung the firſt Run of that Play in 
the Year 1712, tho' then but 
eichteen Years of Age, —He from 
that Time increaſed in Favour, 
aroſe to a very conſpicuous Rank 


in his Profeſſion, and conſtantly. 


maintained a very uſeful and even 
important Caſt of Parts, both in 
Tragedy and Comedy. — In his 
Perſon he was genteel and well 
made; his Judgment was critical 
and correct; his Underſtanding of 
an Author's Senſe moſt accurately 
juſt, and his Emphaſis, or Man- 
ner of pointing out that Senſe to 
the Audience, ever conſtantly 
true, even to a muſical Exactneſs; 
his Feelings were ſtrong, and no- 


thing could give more honourable. 


Evidence of his Powers as an Ac- 
tor, than the Sympathy to thoſe 
Senſations, which was ever ap- 
parent in the Audience when he 
thought proper to make them feel 
with him. N | 
Yet, ſo many are the Requi- 
ſites that ſhould go to the form- 
ing a capital Actor, ſomewhat ſo 
very near abſolute Perfection is 
expected in thoſe who are to con- 


vey to us the Idea, at Times, of 


even more than Mortality, that, 
with all the above - mentioned 
great Qualities, this Actor was 
fill excluded from the Liſt of 


3 
firſt Rate Performers, by a Defi- 
ciency in only one Article, viz. 
that of Voice. | | 
It is probable that Mr, Ryan's 
Voice might not naturally have 
been a very good one, as the Ca- 
dence of it ſeem'd always inclinable 


to a ſharp ſhrill Treble; but an un- 


lucky Fray with ſome Watermen, 
at the very earlieſt Part of his 
theatrical Life, in which he re- 
ceived a Blow on the Noſe, which 
turned that Feature a little out of 
its Place, tho' not ſo much as to 
occaſion any Deformity, made an 
Alteration in his Voice alſo, by 
no Means to its Advantage; yet 
ſtill it continued not diſguſtful, 
till, ſeveral Years afterwards, be- 
ing attacked in the Street by ſome 
Ruffians, who, as it appear'd af- 
terwards, miſtook him for ſome 
other Perſon, he received a Brace 
of Piſtol Bullets in his Mouth, 
which broke ſome Part of his 
Jaw, and prevented his being able 
to perform at all for a long Time 
afterwards; and tho* he did at 
length recover from the Hurt, yet 
his Voice ever after retained a 
Tremulum or Quaver, when drawn 
out to any Length, which ren- 
der'd his Manner very particular, 


and, by being extremely eaſy to 


imitate, laid him much more 
open to the Powers of Mimickry 
and Ridicule, than he would other- 
wiſe have been, Notwithſtanding 
this, however, by being always 


extremely perfect in the Words of 


his Author, and juſt in the ſpeak- 
ing of them, added to the Senſi- 
bility I before-mentioned, an ex- 
at Propriety in Dreſs, and an 


Eaſe and Gentility of Deportment 


on the Stage, he remained even 
to the laſt a very deſerved Favo- 
rite with many; which, more- 
over, his. amiable Character in 
pri ate Life did not a little con- 
tribute to. - And a very ſtri king 

| | Iaftance 
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Inſtance of the perſonal Eſteem he 
was held in by the Public, ſhew- 


ed itſelf on the Occaſion of the 
Accident J related above, at which 


Time his late Royal Highneſs, 


Frederick Prince of Wales, contri- 


buted a very handſome Preſent to 
make him ſome Amends for the 


Injury be muſt receive from the 
being out of Employment, and 
ſeveral of the Nobility and Gen- 
try followed the laudable Exam- 
ple ſet them by his Highneſs. 

The Friendſhip ſubſiſting be- 
tween him and his great thea- 
trical Cotemporary Mr. Quin, is 
well known to have been invio- 


lable, and reflects Honour to 


them both. — That valuable and 
juſtly-admir'd Veteran of the 
Engliſb Stage, even after he had 


quitted it as to general Perform- 


ance, did, for ſome Vears after- 
wards, make an annual Appear- 
ance in his favorite Character of 
Sir Jobn Falſtaff, for the Benefit 


of his Friend Mr. Ryan; and 


when, at laſt, . he prudently de- 
clined hazarding any longer that 


Reputation, which he had in ſo 


many hardy Campaigns nobly pur- 
chaſed, by adventuring into the 
Field under the Diſadyantages of 
Age and Infirmity; yet, even 
then, in the Service of that 


Friend, he continued to exert 


himſelf; and, where his Perſon 


- could no longer avail him, he, to 


ſpeak in Falſfaff s Language, us'd 


his Credit; Yea, and fo us'd it,. 


that he has been known, by his 
Intereſt with the Nobility and 
Gentry, to have diſpoſed, in the 
Rooms' of Bath, among Perſons 
who copld very few of them be 


| preſent at the Play, as many 


Tickets for Mr. Ryan's Benefit as 
have amounted to an hundred 


At length this Gentleman, 1n 


the 68th Year of a Life, fifty 


— 


1 
Vears of which he had ſpent in 
the Service and Entertainment of 
the Public, paid the great Debt 
to Nature at Bath, to Which 
Place he had retired for his 
Health, in the Year 1760, 

What entitles him to a Place 


in this Work is, his having given 
to the Stage a little dramatic 
Piece of one Act, entitled, 


The Cobler's Opera. | 
RymMER, Thomas, Eſq; was 


born in the North of England, 


and educaced at the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, but in what College I 
know not, On his ſettling in 
London, he became a Member of 


the Society of Gray's - Inn, and, 


in 1692, ſucceeded Mr. Shade!! 


as Hiſtoriographer to King Wil. 


liam III. —He was a Man of great 
Learning and a Lover of Poetry; 


but, when he ſets up for a Cri- 


tic, ſeems to prove that he has 
very few of the Requiſites for 
that Character; and was indeed 


almoſt totally diſqualified for it, by 


his Want of Candour.— The Seve- 
rity which he has exerted, in his 
View of the Tragedies of the laſt 
Age, againſt the inimitable Shakeſ- 
peare, are ſcarcely to be forgiven, 
and muſt-ſurely be conſidered as a 
Kindof Sacrilegecommitted on the 
Sanctum Sanctorum of the Muſes, 
And, that his own Talents for 
dramatic Poetry were extremely 
inferior to thoſe of the Perſons 
whoſe Writing he has with fo 


much Rigour attacked, will be 
apparent to any one who will give 


himſelf the Trouble of peruſing 
one Play, which he has given to 


the World, entitled, 


EDGAR. Trag. 


But, altho* I cannot ſubſcribe ei- 


ther to his Fame or his Judgment 
as a Poet or Critic, yet it cannot 
be denied that he was a very ex- 


_cellent Antiquarian and Hiſto- 


rian,-Some of his Pieces relat- 


ing 
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8. E. 
ing to our Conſtitution are ex- 
tremely good, and his well 
known, valuable, and moſt uſe- 
ful Work, entitled the Fæ DRA, 
printed in ſeventeen Volumes in 
Folio, will ſtand an everlaſting 
Monument of his Worth, his in- 
defatigable Aſſiduity, and Clear- 
neſs of Judgment as an hiſtorical 
Compiler. —He died on the 14th 
Day of Dec. 1713, and was buried 
in the Pariſh Church of St. Cle- 
nent - Dane. 


. 8. 


Mr. was Author of one of 
J the very oldeſt regular Co- 
medies ever written in our Lan- 
guage.— The Piece itſelf is re- 
printed in Mr. Dodſley*s Collection 
of old Plays, Vol. I. and is en- 
titled, | 
Gammer Gurton's Needle. Com. 
S. E. — Thefe Initial Letters 
are prefixed to a Piece which ap- 


pears to have been enter'd at Sta- 


tioner's Hall as Shakeſpeare's, 
* tho' at the Time confider'd as an 
Impoſition, contriv'd with a View 
to promote the Sale of the Book, 
Yet there appears a Degree of In- 
conſiſtency in the Story, as in the 
firſt Place the Public can know 
nothing of the Entries made in 
the Books of private Corporations; 
and ſecondly, as Shakeſpeare's 
Chriſtian Name was too univer- 
ally known to admit of any Im- 
poſition under falſe Initials, or 
for any one to miſtake E. S. for 
William Shakeſpeare, —The Title 
of the Piece is, 8 
Cor ip's Mbirligig. Com. 
Phillips and Ninſtanley have com- 
mitted a Miſtake in Regard to 


. 8 
tbis Play, by attributing it to 
Mr. Thomas Goff, whoſe Genius 
and Manner of Writing were as 
oppoſite to Comedy as Light to 


Darkneſs, and ftill more ſo, if ö 


poſſible, to that ludicrous Turn 
which runs thro' great Part of 
this Piece, and is particularly 
conſpicuous in the Epiſtle Dedi- 
catory, _ 

S. J.—We find no leſs than 


five ſeveral dramatic Pieces with 


theſe Initials in the Title Page. 
—One of them, viz. the Maſ- 


guerade du Ciel, moſt Authors have 


attributed to James Shirley, and 


as the Dates of all the reſt, ex- 


cepting the Athenian Comedy, come 
within the Period of Mr. Sh:rley's 
Writing, I cannot think it ſtretch- 
ing Conjecture beyond the Limits 


of Probability, to aſcribe them 
all, or at leaſt the beſt Part of 


them, to him, —Yet I muſt not. 
omit obferving that Coxeter, in 


| Conſequence of ſome Lines writ- 
ten by Mr. Stanley, ſeems of O- 


pinion that the Phillis of Scyros 
was tranſlated by Sir Edward 


Hherbourne, yet, as the Initials af ' 


fixed to that Piece do not agree 


with that Gentleman's Name, and 


correſpond perfectly with that of 
the Author I have mentioned, I 
think a diſtant Hint of that Na- 
ture is ſcarcely ſufficient to fully 
invalidate the Surmiſe I have 
ventured to throw out. — The dra- 
matic Works are, | 

I. ANDROMANA, Trag. 

2. Maſquerade du Ciel. Com. 

3. New Athenian Comedy. 

4. PaiLlL1s of SeEyRos, Paſt,” 


5. Prince of Prig's Revels, C. 
S. S,— Theſe Initials only ſtand 


in the Title Page of one Play, 
written, or at leaſt printed,. in 
the Reign of King James I. nor 
do I find any known Authors of 
that Period with whoſe Name, 

[Dd] | theſe 
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theſe Letters can be brought to 


correſpond. —ThePlay is entitled, 


The Honeſt Lacuyer. Com. 
SACKVILLE, Thomas, Vid. 
DoxserT, Earl of. | 
 SADLER, Anthony, D. D.— 
This Gentleman was Son of Tho- 


mas Sadler, of Chilton in Wiltſhire, 


Eſq; at which Place he was born 


towards the Beginning of the 


Reign of James I.— At ſeventeen 
Years of Age, viz. in the Lene 
Term of the Year 1627, he was 
enter d Butler of St. Edmund s- 
Hall in Oxford, and, in 1631, was 
admitted to the Degree of Ba- 


- 


chelor of Arts, and received into 
Holy Orders, ſoon after which he 


became Chaplain to a Gentleman 
in Hertferdſpire, his Name-Sake, 


and moſt probably a Relation.— 


Towards the Beginning of the 
Civil War he was Curate of Bi- 
Shopftoke in Hampſhire, was after- 
wards Chaplain to Letitia, Dow- 


_ ager Lady Paget, till at length, 


in the Year 1654, being preſent- 
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SA 
pened about the Year 1680, and 
the 7oth of his Age.— He was no 
very voluminous Writer, but has 
left one ſmall dramatic Piece be- 
hind him, written on a loval Oc- 


caſion, but which I imagine, from. 
a Circumſtance in the Title Page, 


was never repreſented, —It is en- 
titled, | 
The Sulject's Foy for the King's 
: Reſtoration, Maſque, 


- ST, SERFE, Sir Tomas. | 


This Title Jacob has given to a 


Gentleman whom reither Laxy- | 
baine nor Gildon have dignified 


with any Thing but his plain 
Name,——He was a Native of 
North Briton, and it appears, by 
the Dedication of a Play which 
he wrote, and will be preſently 
mentioned, \that he was in the 
King's Service in the North of 
Scotland, in the Times of the 


Troubles; tho' in what Poſt is 


ed to the Living of Compton Ran- 


wway in Dorſesſbire, he was refuſed 


to pals by the Triers, which was 


the Occaſion of a troubleſome 


. Conteſt between him and thoſe 


Gentlemen. —Soon after this he 
was made Vicar of Mitcham in 
Surry.— But, indeed, he ſeems 
to have been a Man of a turbu- 
lent Diſpoſition, for we find him, 
in the Year 1564, engaged in a 
violent Quarrel with one Robert 
Cramer, a Merchant of London, 


but an Inhabitant of Miicham, of 
- whoſe Behaviour he complains, 


in a little Pamphlet of one Sheet 
in Quarto, entitled, Strange Nees 
indeed from Mitcham in Surry — 
After this, however, he took the 
Degree of Doctor of Divinity, and 
was appointed one of his Majeſ- 
ty's Chaplaias extraordinary, in 
which Rank I jmagine he conti 

nued till his Death, which hap- 


not mentioned ; yet, it is evi- 
dent, that he ventured his Perſon 
on a Service of conſiderable Dan- 
ger, no leſs than that of a Spy, 


from the followiug four Lines 
which Ccxeter has quoted concern- 


ing him from the Covent Garden 
Drollery, S vo. 1672. p. 84. viz. 


Once like a Pedlar they * have 

Heard thee brag, 

How thou didfs cheat their Sight, 
and ſave thy Craig; 

When to the great Montroſs, 

67 under Pretence 

Of godly Bukes, theu brought? 

Intelligence, 
* The Covenanters, 


The Title of the above men- 
tioned Play, the Ground-Work 


of which, however, is borrowed 
from the Spariſh, is 


Tarvuco's Miles. Com. 
Lanebaine gives it a good Cha- 


ra de., and, in Dryc ens Miſcel- 


lames, Wart V. (Svu. 1704) p. 
| 2* bo 
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272. may be ſeen a vecy elegant 
Copy of Verſes by the Earl of 
Dorſet, in Compliment to the Au- 
thor, on its Publication, 
SamPSON, Mr. Miilam.— All 
can trace relating to this Au- 
thor is, that he lived in the Reign 
of King Charles I, and was for 
ſome Time retain'd in, and a 
Dependant on, the Family of Sir 
Henry Willougbby, of Richley in 
Derbyſhire, —He was the ſole Au- 
thor of one Play, entitled, 
The Yow Breaker, Trag. 
He was alſo Aſſiſtant to Mr. 
Markbam, in the Compoſition of 
his Tragedy of | 
HrroD and ANTIPATER. 
SanDYs, George, Eſqj—This 
very accompliſhed Gentleman was 
a younger Son of Eqdzvin Arch- 
biſhop of Jork, and was born at 
Biſhops Thorp, in that County, in 
1577, At eleven Years of Age 
he was ſent to the Univerſity of 
Orford, where he was 'matricu- 
hated of Saint Mary's-Hall.—In 
the Year 1610, remarkable for 
the Murder of that great and good 
Prince, Henry IV. of France, Mr. 
Sandys ſet out on his Travels, 
and, in the Courſe of two Years, 
made a very extenſive Tour, hav- 


ing not only travelled thro ſeveral 


Parts of Europe, but- alſo viſited 
many Cities and Countries of the 
Eaſt under the Turkifp Empire, as 
{21ftantinople, Greece, Egypt, and 
the Holy Land, after which, tak- 
ing a View of the remote Parts 
of Taſy and the Iflands adjoining, 
he went to Rome, where he met 
with one Nicholas Fitzherbert, his 
Countryman, and formerly his 


Fellow-Student, by whom he was 
ſthewn all the Antiquities of that 


once renowned City. From 


thence he went to Venice, and be- 


ing by this Time very greatly im 
proved, and become not only a 


SA 


perfect Scholar but a compleat 
Gentleman, he returned to his 
Native Country, where, after pro- 
perly digeſting the Obſervations 
he had made, he publiſhed an 
Account of his Travels in Folio, 
which is held in very conſidera- 
be Eftimation,—He had alſo an 
Inclination for Poetry,. his Exer- 
ciſes in which, however, ſeem to 
have been moſtly on religious 
Subjects, except his "Tranſlation 
of Ovid's Metamarphoſes, —He alſo 
paraphraſed the Pſalms, and has 
left behind him a Tranſlation, 
with Notes, of one ſacred Drama, 
written originally by Grotzus, un- 
der the Title of Chriſtus Patiens, 
and which is the Piece that 
. Lauder, ſome few Years ago, 
thought proper to fix on, as the 


Foundation of his vile Charge of 
Plagiariſm againſt our immortal 


Milton, —— Mr, Sandys, in his 
Tranflation, has entitled it, 

Cbriſt's Paſſion. 3 7 
There are but few Incidents 
known concerning our Author, 
but all the Writers who have 
mentioned him, agree in beſtow- 
ing on him the Character, not 
only of a Man of Genius, but 
of ſingular Worth and Piety.— 
For the moſt Part of his latter 
Days he lived with Sir Francis 
Wenman, of Caſwell near Whitney 
in Oxfordſhire, to whom his Siſ- 
ter was married; probably chu- 
ſing that Situation in ſome Mea- 
ſure on Account of its Proximity 
to Purford, the Retirement of 
his intimate Acquaintance and 


valuable Friend Lucius, Lord Viſ- 


count Falkland. — He died, how- 
ever, at the Houſe of his Ne- 
phew, Sir Fran is Wyat, at Bexley 
in Kent, in 1643; and was in- 
terred in the Chancel of that Pa 
riſh Church. | 
He had no Monument erected 
[Dd2}] — deo 
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to his Memory, but various Wri- 
ters have handed down the fol- 


lowing Inſcription, as one that 


was due to his Merit, 


Georgius Sandys, Poctarum An- 
glorum ſui ſæculi Princeps. 


And - the high Commendations 
given of him by the above-men- 
tioned ingemous Nobleman, in a 
Copy of Verſes addreſs'd to Gro- 
tas on his Chriſtus Patiens, are a 
moit honourable Tribute to, and 
an immortal Record of, our Au- 
thor's great Worth and Abilities, 

SAVAGE, Richard, one of the 
moſt remarkable Characters that 
we have met with, in all the Re- 
cords. of Biography. —He was the 


. unfortunate, Son of the moſt un- 


natural of Mothers, Ann, Coun- 


teſs of Macclesfield ; who confeſſed 


that her Hufband, the Earl of 


Maeccles field, was: not the Father 


of the Child, but that he. was 


adulterouſly begotten by the Earl 


of Rivers, whoſe Name was Sa- 
vage. — This Declaration ſhe vo- 
luntarily made, Anno 1697, (in 


which Year our Author was born) 


in order to procure a Separation 
from. her Huſband, with whom 
ſhe had lived, for ſome Time, on 
very uneaſy Terms,—As to the 


Truth of the Fact, there was no 


Doubt made of it; for Lord Ri- 
wers acquieſced in her Declara- 


tion, and appeared, by the Mea- 
ſures he took to provide for him, 
to conſider the Child as his own. 


— But his Mother, who was 
certainly his Mother, whoever 
was the Father, had other, and 
leſs natural Sentiments, with Re- 


ſpect to the Duty which all Pa- 


rents owe to their Offspring.— 


Strange as it may appear, the 
Counteſs looked upon her Son, 
from the Moment of his Birth, 


with a Kind of Reſentment and 


8 A 


Abhorrence.—— She reſolved to 


difown. him, and therefore com. 
mitted him to the Care of a poor 
Woman, whom ſhe directed to 


educate him as her own, enjoin- 


ing her never to inform him who 
were his real Parents. 


The hapleſs Infant, however, 


was not wholly. abandoned. — The 
Lady Maſon, Mother to the Coun- 
teſs, took ſome Charge of his E- 
ducation, and placed him at a 

Grammar School near St. Alban, 
where. he went by the Name of 
his Nurſe, 

While he was at this School, 
his Father, the Earl Rivers, was 
ſeized with a Diſtemper which 
threatened his Life; and, as he 
lay on his Death-Bed, he was 
deſirous of providing for this, a- 
mong others, of his natural Chil- 
dren, —Accordingly he ſent to the 


Counteſs, to. enquire after her 


Son; and ſhe had the monſtrous 
Crueity. to declare bim dead. 
The Farl, not ſuſpecting that 
there could exiſt in Nature, a 
Mother who could thus cauſe- 


leſsly ruin her Child, without 
procuring any Advantage to her- 


ſelf by ſo doing, believed her 


wicked Report; and thereupon 
beſtowed upon another the Sum of 


ſix Thouſand Pounds, which he 
had before bequeathed to his 
Son by Lady Macclesfield, | 

This unnatural Woman did not 
ſtop here, in her Enmity to, and 
even Perſecution of, her Son.— 


She formed a Scheme, on his 


quitting the above - mentioned 
School, to have him kid-napped 


away to the Plantations ; but this 


Contrivance was, by ſome Acci- 
dent, defeated, —She then hatch- 
ed another Device, with the 
View of burying him in Pover- 
ty and Obſcurity, for the Re- 


mainder of his Days; and had 


him placed with a Shoema- 
| ker 
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ker in elborn.— In this Station, 
however, he did not long conti- 
nue; for his Nurſe dying, he 
went to take Care of the Effects 
of his ſuppoſed Mother, and found 
in her Boxes ſome of Lady Ma- 
an's Letters to the good Woman, 
which informed young Savage of 
his Birth, and the Cauſe of its 
Concealment. oa 

From the Moment of this Diſ- 


covery, it was natural for him to 


grow diſſat.sfied with his Station 
and Employment in Helborn,— He 
now conceived he had a Right to 
ſhare in the Affluence of his real 
Mother, and therefore he directly, 
and perhaps indiſcreetly, applied 
to her, and made uſe of every 
Art to awake her Tenderneſs and 
attract her Regard.— But in vain 
did he ſolicit this unfeeling Pa- 
rent ; ſhe avoided him with the 
utmoſt Precaution, and took Mea- 
ſures to prevent his ever entering 
her Houſe, on any Pretence what- 
ter. | 

Savage was at this Time ſo 


touched with the Diſcovery of his 
Birth, that he frequently made it 


bis Practice to walk in the Even- 
ing before his Mother's Door, 
in the Hope of ſeeing her by Ac- 
cident ; and often did he warmly 
ſolicit her to admit him to ſce 
her; but all to no Effect, — he 
could neither ſoften her Heart, 
nor open her Hand. | 
Mean time, while he was aſſi- 
auouſly endeayouring to rouſe the 
Affections of a Mother, in whom 
all natural Affection was extinct, 
he was deſtitute of the Means of 
Support, and reduced to the Mi- 
ſeries of Want. — We are not told 
by what Means he got rid of his 
Obligation to the Shoe- maker, or 
whether he ever was actually 
bound to him ; but we now find 
tim very differently employed, 
in order to procure a Subſiſtence. 


S A 
In ſhort, the Youth had Parts, 
and a ſtrong Inclination toward 
literary Purſuits, eſpecially Po- 
etry. — Neceſſity, however, firſt 
made him an Author; and he 
was very oddly initiated into the 
Myſteries of the Prefs, by a little 
Poem on a very fingular Subject, 
for ſuch a Perſon as our young 
Author to meddle with: wiz, 
the famous Bangorian Contro- 
verſy, then warmly agitated by 
the polemical Writers of that 
Time. | | , | 

This was, however, but a crude 
Effort of uncultivated Genius, of 
which the Author was afterward 
much aſhamed, ——He then at- 
tempt-d another Kind of Writing; 
and, at only eighteen Years of 
Age, offered a Comedy to the 
Stage, entitled Woman's a R:d- 
de, which was refuſed by the 
Players; for, in Fact, the Piece 
was not Savage's Property, it not 
being his own Performance, but 
the Work of a Lady who had 
tranſlated it from the Spaniſh, and 
given Savage a Copy of it: The 
Story is circumſtantially related 
in our firſt Volume, under the 
above - mentioned Title of this 
Play.— Two Years after this, he 
wrote Love in a Veil, borrowed 
likewiſe from the Sfar;ſh, but 
with little better Succeſs than be- 
fore; for it was acted ſo late in 
the Year, that the Author re- 
ccived ſcarce any other Advantage 
from it than the Acquaintance of 
Sir Richard Stecle, and Mr. Wilkes, 
the celebrated Comedian, by 
whom he was pitied, counte- 
nanced, and relieved.— The for- 
mer eſpouſed his Intereſt with the 
moſt benevolent Zeal, declaring 
that the Inhumanity of his Mo- 
ther had given him a right to 
find every good Man his Father, 
Seele propoſed to have eſtabliſhed 
bim in a ſettled Scheme of Life, 
"BT. - and 


8A 
and to have married him to a na- 
tural Daughter of his, on whom 
he intended to beſtow a thouſand 
Pounds; but Sir Richard con- 
ducted his own Affairs ſo badly, 
that he found too much Difficulty 
in raiſing ſo conſiderable a Sum; 
on which Account the Marriage 
was delayed. — In the mean Time 


ſome officious Perſon informed 


the good-natured Knight, that his 
intended Son- in-Law had ridi- 
culed him; which, whether true 
or not, ſo provoked Sir Richard, 
that he withdrew his Friendſhip 
from Savage, and never after- 
wards admitted him into his 
Houſe. , 


Mr. Wilkes, however, ftill re- 


mained in his Intereſt ; and even 
found Means to ſoften the Heart 
of Savage s Mother, ſo far as to 
obtain from her the Sum of fifty 
Pounds, with a Promiſe of far- 
ther Relief for this her out- caſt 
Offspring; but we do not find 
that this Promiſe was performed. 
Being thus obliged to depend 
on Mr. Vilkes, he became an aſ- 
$£duous Frequenter of the Thea- 
tres, and thence the Amuſements 
of the Stage took ſuch Poſſeſſion 
of his Mind, that he was never 
abſent from a Play in ſeveral 
Years. ; | 
Ia 1723 he brought on the 
Stage his Tragedy. of Sir Thomas 
Overbury; in which he himſelf 
performed the principal Charac- 
ter, but with ſo little Reputation, 
that he. uſed to blot his Name 
out 'of the Dramatis Perſong, 
whenever any of the printed Co- 
pies of the Play fe!l into his 
Hands.—The whole Profits of 
this Performance, from the act- 
ing, priating, and the Dedica- 
tion, amounted to about J 200, 
The celebrated Aaron Hill, Eſq; 
was of great Service to him in 
cotrecting and fitting this Piece 
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for the Stage and the Preſs | and 


extended his Patronage and good 
Offices ſtill farther.— Savage was, 


like many other Wits, a bad Ma- 
nager, and was ever in Diſtreſs. 
As faſt as his Friends raiſed him 
out of one Difficulty, he ſunk 
into another ; and when he found 
himſelf greatly involved, he would 
ramble about like a Vagabond, 
with ſcarce a Shirt on his Back, 
He was in one of theſe Situations 
all the Time wherein he wrote 
his Tragedy above - mentioned; 
without a Lodging, and often 
without a Dinner : So that he 
uſed to ſcribble on Scraps of Pa- 
per picked up by Accident, or 
begged in the Shops which he oc. 
caſionally ſtepped into, as Thoughts 
occurred to him, craving the Fa- 


vour of the Pen and Ink, as it 


were juſt to take a Memorandum. 
Mr. Hill alſo earneſtly pro- 
moted a Subſcription to a Volume 
of Miſcellanies, by Savage; and 
likewiſe furniſhed Part of the 
Poems of which the Volume was 
compoſed. — To this Miſcellany 
Savage wrote a Preface, in which 
he gives an Account of his Mo- 
ther's Cruelty, in a very uncom- 
mon Strain of Humour. 
The Profits of his Tragedy and 
his Miſcellanies together had now, 
for a Time, ſomewhat raiſed poor 
Savage, both in Circumſtances 
and Credit; ſo that the World 
juſt began to behold him with a 


more favorable Eye than former- 


ly, when a Misfortune befel him, 


by which not only his Reputation 


but his Life was endangered. 

On the 2oth of Nov. 1727, 
Mr. Savage came from Richmond, 
whither he had for ſome Time 
retired, ih Order to purſve his 
Studies without Interruption ; and 
accidentally meeting with w-a» 
Acquaintances, whoſe Names were 
Marchant and Gregory, he went 

| in 
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in with them to a Coffee-houſe, 
where they ſat drinking till it was 
late.ä— He would willingly have 
zone to Bed in the ſame Houſe, 
but there was not Room for the 
whole Company, and therefore 
they agreed to ramble about the 
Streets, and divert themſelves 
with ſuch Incidents as ſhould oc- 
cur till Morning. — Happening to 
diſcover a Light in a Coffee-houſe 
near Charing-Croſs, they went in 
and demanded a Room.—They 
were told the next Parlour would 
be empty preſently; as a Com- 
pany were then paying their reck- 
oning, in order to leave it,—— 
Marchant, not ſatisfied with this 
Anſwer, abruptly ruſhed into the 
Room, and behaved very rudely, 
This produced a Quarrel ; Swords 
were drawn, and, in the Confu- 
fion, one Mr, Fames Sinclair was 
killed, —A Woman Servant, like- 
wiſe, was accidently wounded by 
Savage, as ſhe was endeavouring 
to hold him. | 

Savage and his Companions, 
being taken into Cuſtody, were 
tried for this Offence, and both 
be and Gregory were capitally con 
victed of Murder. Savage plead- 
ed his own Cauſe, and behaved 
with great Reſolution; but it was 
too plainly proved that he gave 

Sinclair his Death's Wound, while 
Gregery commanded the Sword of 
the Deceaſed. 

The Convicts being reconduct- 
ed to Priſon, were heavily ironed, 
and remained with no Hopes of 
Life, but from the Royal Mer- 
cy: But, can it be believed! is 
his own Mother (yes, it may be 
believed of her) endeavoured to 
intercept, —She was now in Hopes 
of entirely getting rid of him for 
ever; and that the laſt Chance 
for his Life might be totally 
turned againſt him, ſhe had the 
horrible Inhumanity to Prejudice 
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the Queen againſt him, at this 


critical Juncture, by telling her 
Majeſty the moſt malicious Sto- 
ries, and even downright Falſhoods, 
of her unhappy Son; which'ſo far 
anſwered her diabolical Purpoſe, 
that for a long while the Queen 
totally rejected all Petitions that 
were offer'd to her, in Favour of 
this unhappy Man. 

At length, however, Compaſ- 
fion raiſed him a Friend, Whoſe 
Rank and Character were too e- 
minent to fail of Succeſs: This 
was the amiable Counteſs of Herte 
ford, who laid before the Queen 
a true Account of the extraordi- 


naiy Story and Sufferings of poer 


Savage; and, in Conſequence of 
ſuch ſeaſonable and powerful In- 
terpoſition in his Favoyr, be was 
ſoon after admitted to Bail, and, 
in March 1728, he pleaded the 
Royal Pardon: To which alfo 
the Petition deliver'd to his Ma- 
jeſty by the Lord Tyrconnel, and 
the Sollicitations in his Behalf 
made to Sir R. Walpole by Mrs. 
Oldfield, were not a little con 
ducive, a | 
Tho' Misfortune made an Im- 
preſſion on the Mind of the in- 


diſcreet Savage, it had not ſuffi- 


cient Weight with him to pro- 
duce a thorough Change in his 
Life and Manners. He ſeems 
fated to be wretched, throughout 
the whole Courſe of his Life. 
He had now recovered his Liber- 


ty, but he had no Means of Sub- 


ſiſtence. — The lucky Thought 
now ftruck him (lucky indeed, 
had he known how to have im- 
proved it to the moſt Advantage) 
that he might compel his Mother 
to do ſomething for him, and ex- 
tort from her, by a Lampoon, 
what ſhe refuſed to. natural Af- 
fection.— He threatned, that he 


would ſeverely expoſe her, and 
the Expedient proved ſucceſsful, 


Whether 
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Whether Shame prevailed with 
h:r, or whether her Relations had 
more Delicacy than herielf, is not 
very clear, but the Event might 
have made Savage happy for the 
Remainder of his Days, had he 
poſſeſſed but common Prudence, 
In ſhort, Lord Tyrconnel received 
him into his Family, treated him 
upon an equal Footing, and al- 
lowed him 200 J. a Year. 
Savage was now, for once, on 
the Top of Fortune's Wheel; 
but, alaſs! his Head ſoon grew 
giddy, his Brain turned, and down 
he came Head-long, with ſuch a 
Fall as he never could recover. — 
For ſome Time he lived with his 
noble Friend, in the utmoſt Eaſe 
and Affluence; and the World 
ſeemed to ſmile upon him, as 
tho' he had never experienced 
the ſlighteſt of its Frowns.— This 
Interval of Proſperity furniſhed 
him with Opportunities of en- 
larging his Knowledge of Human 
Nature, by contemplating Life 
from its higheſt Gradation to its 
loweſt ; and in this gay Period of 
his Days, he publiſhed the Wan- 
derer, a Moral Poem, which was 
appioved by Mr, Pope, and which 
the Author himſelf conſidered as 
his Maſter - Piece.—It was ad- 
dreſſed to the Earl of Tyrconnel, 
with the higheſt Strains of Pane- 
gyric.—Theſe Praiſes, however, 
in a ſhort Time, he found himlelf 
inclined to retract, being diſ- 
carded by he Nobleman on whom 
he had beſtowed them. 
The Cauſe aſſigned by his Lord- 
ſhip, for withdrawing his Protec- 
tion from this ill-fated Man, was, 
that Savage was guilty of the 
moſt licentious Behaviour, intro- 
ducing Company into his Houſe, 
with whom he practiſed the moſt 
licentious Frolics,, and committed 
all the Outrages of Drunkenneſs # 


Moreover, that he pawned or fold 


= -- 2 
the Books of which his Lordſhip 


had made him a Preſent, fo that 
he had often the Mortification to 


fee them expoſed to Sale upon 


Stalls.—On the other Hand, 5. 
wage alledged, that Lord Tyrconnel 


qvarrel'd with him, becauſe he 


would not ſubſtra& from his own 
Luxury, what he had promiſcd 
to allow 'bim ; but this is by no 


Means probable.—Our Author's 


known Character pleads too 
ſtrongly againſt him; for his 


Conduct was ever ſuch as made 


all his Friends, ſooner or later, 
grow. weary of him; and even 
forced moſt of them to become 
his Enemies, 

Being thus once more turned 
adrift upon the World, Savage, 
whoſe Paſſions were very ſtrong, 
and whoſe \Gratitude was very 
ſmall, became extremely diligent 
in expoſing the Faults of Lord 
Tyrconnel; and he, moxeover, 
now thought himſelf again at Li- 


berty to take his Revenge upon 


his Mother;——Accordingly, he 
wrote The Baſtard, a Poem, re- 


markable for the Vivacity in 


the Beginning, (where he finely 
enumerates the imaginary Advan- 
tages of baſe Birth) and for the 
pathetic Concluſion, wherein he 
recounts the real Calamities which 
he ſuffered by the Crime of his 
Parents — The Reader will not 
be diſpleaſed with a Tranſcript of 
ſome of the Lines, in the Open- 
ing of the Poem, as a Specimen 
of this Writer's Spirit and Man- 
ner of Verſification. 


Bleſt be the Baſtard's Birth! 
| thro* wond rous Ways, 

He ſhines excentric like a Comet's 
Blaxe. | | | 
No. fickhly Fruit of faint Compli- 

ance be; i 
He ! flamp'd in Nature's Mini 
| with Extaſy ! 4 
, 
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He lives to build, not boaſt a 
en'rons Race; 
No tenth Tranſmitter of a fooliſh 
Face, — 
He, kindling from within requires 
no Flame, | 
He glories in a Baſtard's glowing 
Name, 
Nature's unbounded 
fands alone, 
Hrs Heart unbias'd, and his Mind 
his owun. 


Son, be 


O Motber] yet no Mother — 


"tis to you | ; 
My Thanks for ſuch d:linguiſh*d 


Claims are due. 


This Poem had an extraordinary 
Sale; and its Appearance hap- 
3 at the Time when his 
lother was at Bath, many Per- 
ſons there took frequent Oppor- 
tunities of repeating Paſſages from 
the Baſtard in her hearing; ſo 
that ſhe was obliged to ay the 
nk and take Shelter in Lon- 
on, | 

Some Time after this, Savage 
formed the Reſolution of apply- 
ing to the Queen; who, having 
once given him Life, he hoped 
ſhe might farther extend. her 
Goodneſs to him, by enabling 
him to ſupport it. — With this 
View he publiſhed a Poem on 
her Birth-Day, which he entitled 
The Volunteer - Laureat,—He had 
not, at that Time, one Friend to 
preſent his Verſes to her Majeſty ; 
who, nevertheleſs, ſent him fifty 
Pounds, with an Intimation that 
he might annually expect the 
ame Bounty. — According he 
continued to pay her Majeſty this 


Compliment on every enſuing 


Birth- Day, and had the Honour 
of preſenting his Compoſitions, 
and of kiſſing her Majeſty's Hand. 


But Satire was rather his Turn 


than Panegyrick; and, among o- 
merExerciſes of his Propenſity this 


SA 


Way, was a Lampoon upon the 


Clergy, with a View to expoſe 
the Biſhop of London, who was 
then engaged in a Diſpute with 
the Lord Chancellor, which, be- 
ing the Subject of general Con- 
verſation, furniſned Savage with 


a popular Topic. — The Piece was 


entitled the Progreſs of a Divine, 
in which he painted the Character 
of a profligate Prieſt in ſuch odious 
Colours, as drew upon him the 
utmoſt Reſentment of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtics; who endeavoured to take 
their Revenge on him by a Pros 
ſecution in the K:ng's - Bench for 
Obſcenity, in Regard to ſome 
Paſſages in this Performance, 
In Anſwer to this Charge Savage 
juſtly pleaded that he had only 
introduced obſcene Ideas with the 
View of expoſing them to Deteſ- 
tation, and of diſcouraging Vice 
by ſhewing its Deformity.— As 
the Rectitude of this Plea - was 
obvious, it was readily admitted 
by Sir Philip Yorke, afterwards 
Lord Chancellor, who then pre- 


ſided in that Court; and who ac- 


cordingly diſmiſſed the Informa- 
. . x 3 
But, tho' Savage found ſo ma- 


ny Friends, and had ſo many Re- 
ſources and Supplies, he was ever 


in Diſtreſs— The Queen's annual 
Allowance was nothing to a Man 
of his ſtrange and ſingular Extra- 
vagance.— His uſual Cuſtom was, 
as ſoon as he had received his 
Penſion, to difappear with it, and 
ſecrete himſelf from his moſt in- 
timate Friends, till every Shilling 
of the fifty Pounds was ſpent; 
which done, he again appeared, 
pennyleſs as before: But he would 
never inform any Perſon where 
he had been, nor in what Man- 
ner his Money had been diſſi- 
pated. From the Reports, how- 
ever, of ſome who found Means 
to penetrate his Haunts, it would 

| ſeem 
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ſeem that he expended both his 
Time and his Caſh in the moſt 
ſordid and deſpicable Senſuality ; 
particularly in eating and drink- 
ing, in which he would indulge 
in the moſt unſocial Manner, 


himſelf, in obſcure Houſes of 
Entertainment, over his Bottle 
and Trencher, immerſed in Filth 
and Sloth, with ſcarce decent Ap- 
parel ; generally wrapped up in a 


the whole, with his very homely 
Countenance, and altogether, ex- 
hibiting an Object the moſt diſ- 
guſting to the Sight, if not to 
ſome other of the Senſes. 
His Wit and Parts, however, 
ſtill raiſed him new Friends, as 
faſt as his Miſbehaviour loſt him 
his old ones; and Sir R. Walpole, 
the Prime Miniſter, was warmly 
ſollicited in his Favour. But, 
_ tho' Promiſes were made, no- 
thing more than Promiſes were 
obtained, from that celebrated 
Stateſman : Whether it was that 
ſome Enemy to Savage hinted to 
Sir Robert, that any Thing done 
For that unhappy Man, would be 
2 mere Waſte of Benevolence, 
and Charity utterly thrown away; 
or, to whatever Cauſe it. was 
owing, certain it is, that our 
Author's Diſappointment, with 
Reſpect to his ExpeQations from 
this Miniſter, could not proceed 
from any Want of Generoſity in 
Sir Rebert, who was confeſſedly a 
moſt munificent Patron, and 
. bounteous Rewarder of literary 
Merit; eſpecially where Men of 
Letters employed their Talents in 
his Service. „ 
His Poverty ſtill increaſing, he 
was even reduced ſo low, as to be 
deſtitute of a Lodging; inſomuch 
that he often paſſed his Nights in 
thoſe mean Houſes which are ſet 
_ open for caſual Wanderers; ſome- 


fitting whole Days and Nights by 


Horſeman's great Coat; and, on 


=. 
times in Cellars, amidſt the Riot 
and Filth of the moſt profligate 
of the Rabble; and not ſeldom 


would he walk the Streets till he 


was weary, and then lie down (in 
Summer) on a Bulk, or (in Win- 
ter) with his Aſſociates, among 
the Aſhes of a Glaſs Houſe: 
Yet, amidſt all this Penury and 
Wretchedneſs, had this Man fo 
much Pride, ſo high an Opinion 
of his own Merit, that he ever 
kept up his Spirits, and was al- 
ways ready to repreis, with Scorn 
and Contempt, the leaſt Appear- 
ance of any Slight or Indignity 
towards himſelf, in the Beha- 
viour of his Acquaintance ; a- 
mong whom he looked upon none 
as his Superiour: He would be 
treated as an equal, even by Per- 


ſons of the higheſt Rank! We 


have an Inftance of this prepoſ- 
terous and inconſiſtent Pride, in 


his refuſing to wait upon a Gen- 
tleman who was deſirous of reliev- 


ing him when at the loweſt Ebb 


of Diſtreſs, only becauſe the Meſ- 


ſage ſignified the Gentleman's 


Deſire to fee him at nine o'Clock 


in the Morning: - Sawage could 


not bear that ary one ſhould pre- 


ſume to preſcribe the Hour of 
his Attendance; and therefore 
he abſolutely rejected the profter'd 
Kindneſs. | | | 
This Life, unhappy as it may 
be already imagined, was yet re0- 
dered more unhappy, by the Death 
of the Queen, in 1738; which 


Stroke deprived him of all Hopes 


from the Court, — His Penſion 


was diſcontinued, and the inſo- 


lent Manner in which he demand- 


ed of Sir Robert Walpole, to have 


it reſtored, for ever cut off this 
conſiderable Supply; which poſe 
ſibly had been only delayed, and 


might have been recovered by | 


proper Application. 
His Diftreſs now became {0 
I great, 
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eat, and ſo notorious, that a 
Scheme was at length concerted 
for procuring him a permanent 
Relief. It was propoſed that he 
ſhoule retire into Fales, with an 
Allowance of 50 J. per Ann, on 
which he was to live privately, in. 
à cheap Place, for ever quiting 
nis Town-Haunts and reſigning 
a farther Pretenſions to Fame, 
This Offer he icemed gladly to 
accept, but his Intentions were 
only to deceive his Friends, by 
retiring for a while, to write an - 
other Tragedy, and then to return 
with it to London, in order to 
bring it upon the Stage, | 

In 1739, he ſet out for Swanſey 
in the Br:fol Stage-Coach, and 
was turniſhed with 15 Guineas 
to bear the Expence of his Jour- 
ney.— But, on the 14th Day af- 
ter his Departure, his Friends 
and Benefactors, the principal of 
whom was no other than the great 
Mr. Pope, who expected to hear 
of his Arrival in Wales, were ſur- 
prized with a Letter from Sawage, 
informing them that he was yet 
upon the Road, and could not 
procced for Want of Money,— 
There was no other Remedy than 
a Remittance 3 which was ſent 
him, and by the Help of which 
he was enabled to reach Briſtol ; 
from whence he was to proceed 
to Swanſey by Water, — At Briſ- 
tol, however, he found an Em- 
bargo laid upon the Shipping; ſo 
that he could not immediately 
obtain a Paſſage, —Here, there- 
fore, being obliged to ſtay for 
ſome Time, he, with his uſual 
Facility, ſo ingratiated himſelf 
with the principal Inhabitants, 
that he was frequently invited to 
their Houſes, diſtinguiſhed at their 
public Entertainments, and treat- 
ed with a Regard that highly 
gratiſied his Vanity, and there- 


SA 


fore eaſily engaged his Aiﬀec- 
tions, — At length, with great 
Reluctance, heproceeded to Swwan- 


ſey, where he lived about a Year, 


very much diſſatisfied with the 
Diminution of his Salary ; for he 


had, in his Letters, treated his 


Contributors ſo inſolently, that 


moſt of them withdrew their Sub- 


ſcriptions,—Here he finiſhed his 
Tragedy, and reſolved to return 


with it to London; which was 


ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by his great 


and conſtant Friend Mr. Pope; 
who propoſed that Savage ſhould. 


put this Play into the Hands cf 
Mr, Thomſon and Mr. Mallet, in 
order that they might fit it for 
the Stage, that his Friends ſhould 
receive the Profits it might bring 
in, and that the Author ſhould 
receive the Produce by Way of 


Annuity.—This kind and prudent 


Scheme was rejected by Savage, 


with the utmoſt Contempt. 


He declared he would not ſub- 
mit his Works to any one's Cor- 
rection; and that he would no 
longer be kept in leading Strings, 
Accordingly he ſoon returned to 


Briſtol, in his Way to London; 


but at Briſtol, meeting with a 


Repetition of the ſame kind 


Treatment he had before found 


there, he was tempted to make a 


ſecond Stay in that opulent City, 


for ſome Time, —Here he was a- 


gain not only careſſed and treat- 
ed, but the Sum of thirty Pounds 


was raiſed for him, with which 
it had been happy if he had im- 


mediately departed for London: 


But he never conſidered that a 


frequent Repetition of ſuch Kind- 


neſs was not to be expected, and 
that it was poſſible to tire out the 


Generoſity of his Briſto! Friends, 
as he had before tired his Friends 
every where elſe.—In ſhort, he 
remained here, till his Company 
was no longer welcome, — His 

| Viſits 
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S A 
Viſits in every Family were too 
often repeated; his Wit had loſt 
its Novelty, and his irregular Be- 
haviour grew - troubleſome, —Ne- 
ceflitv came upon him before he 


was aware; his Money was ſpent, 


his Cloaths worn out, his Appear- 
ance was ſhabby, and his Pre- 
ſence was diſguſtful at every Ta- 
ble. He now began to find every 
Man from Home, at whoſe Houſe 
he called, and he found it diffi- 
cult to obtain a Dinner. — Thus 
reduced, it would have been pru- 
dent in him to have withdrawn 
from the Place; but Prudence 
and Savage were never acquaint- 


ed. — He ſtaid, in the Midſt of 


Poverty, Hunger and Contempt, 
till the Miſtreſs of a Coffee-Houſe, 
to whom he owed about eight 
Pounds, arrefted him for the Debt, 
He remained for ſome Time, at 
a-great Expence, in the Houſe of 
the Sheriff*s Officer, in Hopes of 
procuring Bail; which Expence 
he was enabled to defray, by a 
Preſent of five Guineas, from 
Mr, Naſh at Bath. No pk 
however, was to be found; 
that poor Savage was at Os 


ed in Newgate, a Priſon ſo 20 


in Brifiol. 
But it was the Fe ortune of this 


extraordinary Mortal, always to 


find more Friends than he deſerved. 


The Keeper of the Priſon taok 
Compaſſion on him, and greatly 
ſoftened the Rigours of his Con- 
Kind of In- 
gulgence; he ſupported him at 


finement, by every 


bis own Table, gave him a com- 
modious Room to himſelf, al- 
lowed him to ſtand at the Door 
of. the Goal, and even frequently 
took him to the Fields, for the 
Benefit of the Air and Exerciſe: 
So that, in Reality, Savage en- 
dured fewer Hardſhips in this 
Place, than he hat uſually ſuf- 


S A 
fer'd, during the greateſt Part of 


his Life. 
While he remained in this not 


intolerable Priſon, his Ingratitude 


again broke out, in a bitter Sa- 
tire on the City of Briſol, to 
which he certainly owed great 
Obligations, notwithſtanding the 


Circumſtances of his Arreſt, 


which was but the Act of an 1. 
dividual, and that attended with 


no Cireumſtances of Injuſtice or 


Cruelty.— This Satire he entitled 
London and Briſtol Compared; and 
in it he abuſed the Inhabitants of 
the latter, with ſuch a Spirit of 
Reſentment, that the Reader 
would. imagine he had never re- 


ceived any other than the moſt. 


injurious Treatment in that Ci- 
ty, —But this is ever the Beha- 
viour of ungrateful People. —If a 
thouſand Favours are beſtowed on 
them, and afterwards but the 
ſmalleſt Offence is given, all the 
previous Obligations are immedi- 
ately cancel'd, and the ſingle Of- 
fence, perhaps too an imaginary 
one, is returned with as much 


o Rancour. and Reſentment, as if 


no Act of Friendſhip or Kindneſs 
Had ever exiſted, or had the leaſt 
Right to be brought into the Ac- 
count: — As tho' Injuries only, 
whether real or ſuppoſed, ought 
to be remember'd, and Favours to 


be as readily forgot, as they were 


liberally confer'd ! 

Wen Savage had remained a- 
bout ſix Months in this hoſpitable 
Priſon, he received a Letter from 
Mr. Pope, (who ſtill continued to 
allow him 201, a Year) contain- 
ing a Charge of very attrocious 
Ingratitude. — What were the Par- 
ticulars of this Charge, we are 
not informed; but, from the no- 
torious Character of the Man, 
there is Reaſon to fear that Sa- 


vage was but too juſtly accuſed. 
He, 
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S A 
He, however, ſolemnly proteſted 
bis innocence ; but he was very 
unuſually affected on this Occa- 
ſon.— In a few Days after, he 
was ſeized with a Diſorder, which 
at firſt was not ſuſpected to be 
dangerous; but, growing daily 
more languid and dejected, at 
laſt a Fever ſeized him, and he 
expired on the firſt of Auguſt, 
1743, in the 46th Year of his 


8e. . 5 | 
Thus lived, and thus died, 


Richard Savage, Eſq; leaving be- 
hind him a Character ſtrangely 
chequer'd with Vices and good 
Galities.—Of the former we 
have ſeen a Variety of Inſtances 
in this Abſtrat of his Life; of 
the latter, his peculiar Situation 
in the World, gave him but few 
Opportunities of mak ing any con- 
fiderable Diſplay.— He was, how- 
ever, undoubtedly. a Man of ex- 
cellent Parts; and, had he re- 
ceived the full benefits of a li- 
beral Education, and had his na- 
tural Talents been cultivated to 
the beſt Advantage, he might 
bave made a reſpectable Figure 
in Life, -He was happy in an 
agreeable' Temper, and a lively 
Flow of Wit, which made his 
Company much coveted ; nor was 
his Judgment, both of Writings 
and of Men, inferior to his Wit, 
but he was too much a Slave to 
his Paſſions, and his Paſſions 
were too eaſily excited, —He was 
warm in his Friendſhips, but 
inplacable in his Enmity 
and 'his greateſt Fault, which 
is indeed the greateſt of all 
Faults, was Ingratitude.— He 
ſeemed to think every Thing due 
to his Merit, and that he was 
little obliged to any one for thoſe 


Favours which he thought it 


their Duty to confer on him: It 


is therefore the leſs to be won- 
der d at, that he never rightly 
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eſtimated the Kindneſs of his 
many Friends and Benefactors, 
or preſerved a grateful and due 
2 of their Generoſity towards 

im. 
The dramatic Works of this 
unhappy Bard, which are only 


two in Number, have been al- 


ready mentioned; but we muſt, 
in Conformity to our Method, 
here recapitulate them : 
1. Love in a Veil. Com. from 
the Spaniſb. 3 
2. Sir ThHoOMAs OvenBuRY, 
Trag. Wy | 
To which may be added the Tra- 
gedy which he finiſhed during his 
Reſidence in Wales, and which 
was a kind of Supplement to his 


firſt Tragedy; being alſo founded 


on the Story of Overbury,—lIt is 


not certain what became of this 


Piece, nor into whoſe Hands it 
fell at the Author's Death, 
SAUNDERS, Mr. Charles. 
young Gentleman, who lived in 
the Reign of King Charles II. 
whoſe Wit, Langbaine informs 


us, began te bud as early as that 


of the incomparable Corvley ; and 


was like him a King's Scholar at 


Weſtminſter School, at the Time 


that he wrote a Play, wiz. 
Tamerlane the Great, Trag. 


Mr. Banks has complimented our 


young Author in a Copy of Verſes 
prefixed to this Play, and Mr, 
Dryden did him the Honour of 
writing the Prologue to it. Whe - 
ther the Stroke of Fate depri ved 
the World ſoon of this promiſing 
Genius we know not, but there 
are no later Fruits of it on Re- 
cord in the dramatic Liſts, 


ScoTT, Mr. Thomas, was edu» _ 


cated at Weſtminſter School, from 
whence he was removed to the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, in the 
Reign of King William III. and, 


during the latter Part of Queen 


Anne's Reign, he was Secretary 
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to the Earl of Roxburgh,—He was 
Author of the following dramatic 
Pieces, 
3, Meck Marriage. Com. 
2. Unbappy Marriage, Trag. 
3. Unhappy Linh. Tua 
The two laſt, however, are no 
more than the ſame Play, under 
two different Titles, whence dif- 
ferent Writers have miſtakenly 
mentioned it in their Cata- 
logues. The latter of them is its 
real Title. | 
S EDI y, Sir Charles, Bart. 
one of the gay Wits that enli- 
vened the pleaſurable Court of 
King Charles the Second, was 
Grandſon of Sir William Sedley, 
Bart. the munificent Founder of 


the Sedleran Lecture of Natural 


Philoſophy at Oxford, and Son of 
Sir Fohn Sedley, of Aylesford in 
Kent, Bart, by his Wife Elixa- 
beth, Daughter and Heir of Sir 
Henry Saville, Knt. the learned 
Warden of Merton College in Ox- 
ford, and Provoſt of Etron.—Sir 
Charles was born about the Year 
1639; and, after a proper Foun- 
dation of Grammar Learning, 
was ſent to Oxford, where he was 
admitted a Fellow-Commoner of 
Wadbam College, in Lent Term, 
165 5-6.— But he left the Uni- 
verſity without taking any De- 
gree, and, retiring into his own 
Country, lived privately there, 
out of Humour, as it ſhould ſeem, 
with the governing Powers, till 
the Reſtoration of Cha. II. when 
he came to London, in Order to 
Join in the general Jubilee, the 
Gaiety of which was both agree- 
able to his Vears, and exactly 
ſuitable to his Taſte and Tem- 
per. —He was ſoon introduced to 


the King, and it was not long 7. 


before they, who recommended 
bim to his Majeſty, found they 
Rd thereby, in ſome Meaſure, 
Seaplanted themſelves, mm Sir 


8 E 


Charles had ſuch a diftinguiſhingly 
polite Eaſinefs in his Manner and 
Converfaticn, as ſet. him higher 


in the Royal Notice and Favour, 


than any of the Courtiers his 
Rivals, notwithſtanding they all 
aimed at the ſame Turn, and 
ſome of them even excelled in it, 
In the View of heightening their 
Pleaſures, our Author, among 
the reſt, did not neglect to exert 
his Talents in Writing,.The 
Productions of his Pen were ſome 
Plays, and ſeveral: delicately ten- 
der amorous Poems, in which the 


Softneſs of the Verſes was fo ex- 
quiſite, as to be called, by the 


Duke of Buckingham, Sedley's 


Witchcraft.——& There were no 


«© Marks of Genius or true Po- 
ce etry to be deſcried (ſay the Au- 
ce thors of the Biograpbia Britan- 
c nica) the, Art wholly conſiſted 
« in raiſing looſe Thoughts and 
c lewd' Defires, without giving 
« any Alarm, and ſo the Poiſon 
cc worked gently and irreſiſtibly. 
«© Our Author, we may be ſure, 
ce did not eſcape the Infection of 
& his own Art, or rather was firſt 
e tainted himſelf, before he 
« ſpread the Infection to others.“ 

A very ingenious Writer of the 
preſent Day, however, ſpeaks 
much more- favorably of Sir 
Charles Sedley's Writings, © He 
« ſtudied human Nature, and was 


« diſtinguiſhed for the Art of 


ee making himſelf agreeable, par- 
ce ticularly to the Ladies; for the 
cc Verſes of Lord Rocheſter, be · 
ce ginning with, Sedley has that 
te prevailing gentle Art, &c, (0 of- 
tc ten quoted, allude not to his 


cc Writings, but to his perſona! 


&« Addreſs.” LANGHORNE's Ef- 
ufrons,8&C. | 
Diſſoluteneſs and Debaucher) 
were the ſcandalous Characteriſ- 
tics of the Times, and it was Sir 
Ci arles's Ambition to diſtinguiſh 
„ bimſe# 
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himſelf among the Foremoſt in 
the Faſhion,—In June 1663, our 
Author, Lord Buctburſt, and Sir 
Thomas Ogle, were convened at a 
Public Houſe in Botw-Street, Co- 
vent-Garden, and, being enflamed 
with ſtrong Liquors, they went 

to the Balcony belonging to 
that Houſe, and there ſhewed in- 


decent Poſtures, and gave great 


Offence to the Paſſengers in the 
Street, by very unmannerly Dit- 
charges upon them ; which done, 
Sedley tripped himſelf naked, and 
preached to the People in a groſs 
and ſcandalous manner ; Where- 
upon a Riot being raiſed, the Mob 
became clamorous, and would 
have forced the Door next to the 
Street; but being oppoſed, the 
Preacher and his Company were 
driven from the Balcony, and the 
Windows of a Room into-which 
they retired were broken by the 
Mob. The Frolic being ſoon re- 
ported abroad, and as Perſons of 
Faſhion were concerned in it, it 
was ſo much the more aggravated, 
The Company were ſummoned to 


appear before a Court of Juſtice 


in Wefminſter-Hall, where, being 
indicted for a Riot, they were all 
fined, and our Author was fen- 
tenced to pay 5001, | 

After this Affair Sir Charles 
took a more ſerious Turn, ap- 
plied himſelf to Buſineſs, and be- 
came a Member of Parliament, 
in which he was a frequent Spea- 
ker.— We find him alſo in the 
Houſe of Commons in the Reign 
of James II. whoſe Attempts up- 
on the Conſtitution he vigorouſly 
withſtood, —When the Defeat of 
the Rebels under the Duke of 
Monmouth, made it neceſſary, in 
the Language of the Court, to 
have a ſtanding Army, it was op- 
poled ſtrongly by the Gentlemen 
of the Country Party, among 
whom were the Earl of Dorſet, 


6 


and Sir Charles Sedley, one of 


which bore a great Sway in the 
Houſe of Peers, and the other-in 


that of the Commons.—Their 


Intereſt was ſo conſiderable in 


both, eſpecially Sir Charles Sed- 


ley's, that the King, foreſeeing 


it would be a Work of the great- 


eſt Difficulty, to gain their Con- 
ſent for the Payment of more 


Troops than what were upon the 


Eſtabliſhment of the laſt Reign, 
contented himſelf with dropping 


the Purſuit of it, by a Diſſolution 
of the Parliament.—In the ſame _ 


Spirit, our Patriot was very ac- 
tive in bringing on the Revolu- 
tion.— This was thought more 
extraordinary, as he had received 
Favours from James: But that 
Prince had taken a Fancy to Sir 


Charlcs's Daughter, (tho' it ſeems 
ſhe was not very handſome) and, 


in Conſequence of his Intrigues 


with her, he created Miſs Sedley 


Counteſs of Der cbeſtir.— This Ho- 
nour, ſo far from pleaſing, great - 


ly ſhocked Sir Cf. However 
Libertine himſelf had been, yet 


he could nct bear the Thoughts 
of his Daughter's Diſhonour; 
and, with Regard to this her Ex- 
altation, he only conſidered it as 
rendering her more conſpicuouſly 
infamoue.——Ile therefore con- 
ceived a Hatred for the King, 
and from this, as well as other 
Motives, readily joined to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs him of the Throne. 

A witty Saying of Sedley*s, on 
this Occaſion, is recorded, © I 
« hate Ingratitude, faid Sir 
(Carles; and therefore, as the 
King has made my Daughter a 
“ Counteſs, I will endeayour to 
% make his Daughter a Queen;“ 
meaning the Princeſs Mary, mar- 
ried to the Prince of Orange, who 
diſpoſſeſſed James of the Throne, 
at the ever-glorious Revolution. 

Sir Charles lived many Years 
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after the Revolution, in full Poſ- 


ſeſſion of his Wit and Humour, 
and was, to the laſt, an agreeable 
Companion.— He died at a good 
old Age, about the Vear 1722, 
when his Works were publiſhed, 
in two Volumes, 8yo. 
His dramatic Writings are, 
1. The Mulberry-Garden, C. 
2. ANTHONY and CLEOPA- 
| TRA, Trag. 
3. BELLAMIRA,.or the Miſ- 
| treſs. Com. 
4. Beauty the Congueror, or the 
Death of Mark Anthony. 
| Trag. 
5. The Grumbler, Com. three 
A. „ 
6. The Tyrant King of CRETE, 
Trag. 
SETTLE, Ellauab, Son of 
Joſeph Kettle of Dunſtable in Bed- 


Fordſbire, was born in 1648; and 


in the 18th Year of his Age was 
entered Commoner of Trin. Coll. 


Oxon ; but he quitted the Univer- 


ſity without taking any Degree, 
and came to London, where he 
applied himſelf to the Study of 


Poetry; in which he lived to - 


make no inconſiderable Figure, 
Finding the Nation divided be- 


tween the Opinions of Whig and 


Tory, he thought proper, on firſt 
ſetting out in Life, to join the 


Whigs, who were then, though 


the Minor, yet a powerful Party, 
and in Support of which he em- 


ployed his Talents as a Writer, 


Afterwards, if we may credit the 


Oxford Antiquary, Settle changed 


Sides, turned Tory, and wrote 


for that Party with as much Zeal 


as he had formerly ſhewn for the 


Intereſt of the Whigs; by which 


we ſte that Politicians, as well 
as Patriots, were made of the 
fame Sort of Stuff in thoſe Times, 
as in the preſent, -He alſo wrote 
an Heroic Poem on the Corona- 
tion of the high and mighty Me- 
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narch James II. 169 5. com- 
menced a Journaliſt for the Court, 


and publiſhed Weekly an Efiay - 


in Behalf of the Adminiſtration, 


If Settle was Capable of thus 
meanly writing for, or againſt a 


Party, as he was hired, he muft 


have been totally devoid of all 
Principles of Honour ; but, as 
there is no other Authority for 
it than Wood's, the Reader may 


give what Credit he pleaſes to the 
Report, | 

Mr. Settle's dramatic Works 

are, 

1. The Empreſs of Mox occo, 
Trag. This Play was acted 
at Court, as appears by the 
two Prologues, which were 
both ſpoken by the Lady 
Elizabeth Howard ; the firſt 
was written by the Earl of 
Baar r, the other by Lord 

Rocbeſter: When it was per- 
formed at Court, the Lords 
and Ladies of the Bed-Cham- 

ber played in it,—Dryder, 
Shagzwel! and Crozone, 4 
ever, wrote againſt it, which 
began'a famous Controverſy 
among the Wits of the 
Town, 

2. Love and Revenge. Trag. 

Printed in 4to. 1675. 

3. CamBysEs, King of Pre- 
s1A. Trag. Written in 
Heroic Verſe. 

4. The Conqueſt of CHINA by 
the TarTARS, Trag. 4to. 
1676. written alſo in Heroic 
Verſe. | 

5. IAI, the Iliuſirious 


Baſſa. Trag. in Heroic 


Verſe. 1677. 

6. Paſtor Fido, or the Faithful 
Sbepberd. Paſtoral. This 
is Sir Richard Fanſhaw's 

Tranſlation from the Lala 
of Guarini improved. — This, 
and the four preceding 


Pieces, were all acted at the 
| Duke 
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Duke of YNork's Theatre, 
The Firſt was likewiſe acted 
at the ſame Theatre, as well 
as at Court, 4 

7. Fatal Love, or the Forced In- 
conſtancy. Trag. 1680. 

3. The Female Prelate, being the 
Hiſtory of the Life and Death 
of Pope Joan, Trag. 1680. 

9. The Heir of Moxocco, T. 

1682, ; 

10, Diſtreſſed Innocence, or the 
Princeſs of PERSIA, Trag. 
This Play was acted with 
Applauſe ; the Author ack- 
nowledges his Obligations to 
Betterton, for ſome valuable 
Hints in this Play, and that 
Mr. Mountford wrote the laſt 
Scene of it. a | 

11, The Ambitions Slave, or A 
generous Revenge. Trag. 
acted with Succeſs at the 
Theatre-Royal, 4to. 1694. 
No. 7, 8, 9 and 10 were 

| likewiſe acted at the ſame 
Theatre, 

12. The World in the Moon, A 
Dramatic Comic Opera, per- 
formed at the Theatre in 
Dorſet-Garden, 1698. 

t3, City Rambůr, or the Play- 
houſe Wedding, Com. ated 
at the Theatre-Royal. | 

| 14, The Virgin Propbeteſs, or the 


Fate of TRoyv, An Opera, 


performed 1701. | 
15. The Ladies Triumph. A Co- 
mic Opera, preſented at the 
Theatre in Lincoln: Inn 
Fields, by Subſcription, 1710. 
This Author had a Penſion 
from the City, for an annual Pa- 
negyric to celebrate the Feſtival 
of the Lord Mayor; in Conſe- 
quence of which he wrote various 


Poems, called Triumphs for the 


Inauguration of the Lord Mayer.— 


Pefides his dramatic Pieces, he 
publiſhed many occaſional Poems, 
addreſſed to his Patrons. — He 


died in the Charter-Houſe, 17243 
ſome Months before his Deceaſe, 
he offered a Play to the Managers 
of the Theatre-Royal in Drury- 
Lane, but he lived not to bring 
it on the Stage: It was called, 
The Expulſion of the Danes from 
Britain, . 

SEWELL, Dr. George. — This 
Author was born, in what Vear 
we know not, at the College 
of Windſor, of which Place his 
Father, Mr. John Sewell, was 
Treaſurer and Chapter Clerk. 
He received his early Education 
at Eton School, but was after» 
wards ſent to the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, where he was entered 
of Peter-Houſe College, and there 


took the Degree of Batchelor ß 


Phyſic.—From thence he went 
over to Leyden, where he ſtudied 
under the famous Dr, Boerbaave, 
and, on his Return to London, 
practiſed Phyſick in that Metro- 
polis for ſeveral Vears with very 
good Succeſs, ——At length, to- 
wards the latter Part of his Life, 
he retired to Hampſtead, where 


he continued the Practice of his 


Profeſſion till the Year 17264. on 
the 8th of Feb. in which he de- 
parted this Life, and was buried 
at Hampſtead. SEES 
He was a Man of an amiable 
Diſpoſition, and greatly eſteemed 
among his Acquaintance.—In his 
Political Principles he was in- 
clined to the Tory Party, which 
might in ſome Meaſure be the 
Reaſon of his being fo- warm an 
Antagoniſt to the Biſhop of Sa- 


Iliſbury, whoſe Zeal had ſo emi- 


nently exerted itſelf in the Cauſe 
of the Whigs,—As an Author, 


he was undoubtedly poſſeſſed of a 


conſiderable Share of Genius, and 
wrote in Concert with ſeveral of 


his Cotemporary Geniuſes, parti- 


cularly 1 the Spectators and Tat- 
lers, in the fifth Volume of the 
Ee latter, 


Lg 


_ — A 1 


5 
4 
A 
y © 
= 
. 
* 
; 
{, 
13 
15 
1 
be; 
+; 4 
o 23 
5 
p beg T 
L V 
. 
1 
2 
4" 
- 


— — 
* 
3 = bs =p TOS I ES TY * 
we 
\ mM Io o whe Br A 4 
e — ä — + av G4 —— 4 — of "te geen pong * 
Wu, BIEIOY — ä —— $-—2 - po : . 
y * 4 » 4 ye a 2 
WE, 2 , * 5 1 = vga = 
P — [2 A r * — — a * * 4 
. — — — er 2 - — to — —— — 
7 — — * 
1 * * 
8 
. 
1 K 


us. Ar * r —— 
7 V2 REN 0 [ON 
F N vel . 7 ><: * 2 
9. K Y 2c -<-wa a a _ 
— — — — FI TR 5 


8 
latter, and the ninth of the for- 
mer of which he was princi- 
pally concerned, as alſo in the 
Tranſlation of the Metamor pboſes 
of Ovid, with Dr. Gartb and o- 
thers.— He has left only one dra- 
matic Piece behind him, which 
met with good Succeſs at firſt, 
but has not been acted for ſeveral 
Years paſt, entitled, 
Sir Wart TEIA RALEIGH, 
| ; Tr age | E 
SHADWELL, Mr. Charles, 
This Gentleman, Faced tells us, 
was Nephew to the Poet-Laureat, 
whoſe Life we ſhall record in' the 
next Article,-But Chetewoed, in 


his Briufþ Theatre, makes him 
more nearly related, being, as he 


favs, his younger Son.—He en- 
joyed a Poſt in the Revenue in 
Dublin, in which City he died on 
the 12th of Auguſt 1726, —He 
wrote ſeven. dramatic Pieces, the 
Titles of which are, 
1. Fair Quaker of DEAL. C. 
2. Hay Wedding. Com, 
3. Humours of the Army. C. 
4. Ia1sR 2 Com. 
5. Plotting Lovers. Farce, 
6. Ror HTR OfConnoR, 
Trag. | 
7. Sham Prince, Com. 
All theſe, excepting the Fair 
Quader of Deal, and the Humours 


of the Army, made their Appear- 
ance on the Iriſh Stage only, and 


are printed together in one Vol, 
ſmall Octavo. 2 
SHADWELL, Thomas, Poet- 
Laureat to King William III. was 
deſcended from an ancient Family 


in Staffordſhire, and was born a- 
dout the Year 1640, at Lauten 
Hall in Norfolk, a Seat belonging 


to his Father, who was bred to 
the Law; but, having an ample 


Fortune, did not trouble himſelf 
with the Practice, chuſing rather 


to ſerve his Country as a Juſtice 


bf Peace, —He was in that Com- 


SH 
miſſion for three Counties, Md. 
dleſex, Norfolk and Suffolk, and 
diſcharged the Office with diſtin- 
guiſhed Ability and exact Inte- 
grity.— In the Civil Wars he was 
a great Sufferer for the Royal 
Cauſe; ſo that, having a nume- 
rous Family, he was reduced to 
the Neceſſity of ſelling and ſpend- 
ing a conſiderable Part of his Ef. 
tate, to ſupport it.—In theſe Cir. 
cumſtances he reſolved to breed 
his Son to his own Profeſſion ; 


but the young Gentleman, hay- 


ing as little Diſpoſition to plod in 
the Drudgery of the Law, as his 
Father had, quitted the Tenple, 
and reſolved to travel.—He had 
a Taſte, and ſome Genius, for 
polite Literature; and, upon his 
Return home, falling into Ac- 
quaintance with the moſt cele- 
brated Wits of the Age, he ap- 
plied himſelf wholly to cultivate 
thoſe elegant Studies, which were 
the faſhionable Amuſements of 
the Times; and it was not long 
before he became eminent in dra- 
matic Poetry, a Specimen of 


' which appeared in a Comedy 


called the Sullen Lowers, or the 
Impertinents, which was acted at 
the Duke's Theatre.——As the 
Play was well received, he wrote 
a great many more Comedies, 

which met with good Succeſs, 
In the mean while, as it was 
impoſſible in theſe Times to ſhine 
among the great ones, which is 
the Poet's Ambition, without 
fiding with one of the Parties, 
Whig or Tory,—Mr. Shadeel!'s 
Lot fell among the Whigs ; and, 
in Conſequence thereof, he was 
ſet up as a Rival to Dryden, — 
Hence there grew a mutual Diſ- 
like between them; and, upon 
the Appearance of Dryden's Tra- 
gedy, called the Duke of Guiſe, in 
1683, our Author was charged 
with having the principal Hand 
; 10 


SH 
in writing a Piece, intitled, Some 
Reflections on the pretended Parallel, 
in the Play called the Duke of 
Guiſe, in @ Letter to a Friend; 
which was printed the ſame Year, 
in four Sheets, 4to.— Mr. Dryden 
wrote a Vindication of the Pa- 
| rallel; and ſuch a Storm was 
raiſed, both againſt Shadeve/}, and 
his Friend Hunt, who aſſiſted him 
in it, that this latter was forced 
to fly into Holland, and we find 
our Author complaining, that in 
theſe, which he calls the worſt of 
Times, his Ruin was defigned, 
and his Life ſought; and that, 
for near ten Years, he was kept 
from the Exerciſe of that Profeſ- 
ſion, which had afforded him a 
competent Subſiſtence.——How- 
ever, he at laſt ſaw himſelf 
crowned with the Laurel, which 
was ſtripped from the Brows of 
his Antagoniſt ; who thereupon, 
by Way of Revenge, wrote the 
bittereſt Satire againſt him that 
ever was penned ; this was the 
celebrated Mac- Flecnoe. \ 
Our new Laureat bad the Miſ- 
fortune to enjoy his Honour but 
a very few Years, for he died ſud- 
denly in 1692, in the fifty-ſecond 
Year of his Age, at Chelſea, and 
was interred in the Church there, 
His Friend, Dr. Nichelas Brady, 


preached his Funeral Sermon; 


wherein he aſſures us, that our 
Author was „a Man of great 
© Honeſty and Integrity, and had 
« real Love of Truth and Sin- 
«& cerity, an inviolable Fidelity 
t and Strictneſs to his Word, an 
© unalterable Friendſhip where- 
« ever he profeſſed it, and a 
© much deeper Senſe of Religion, 
© than many others have, who 


tc pretend to it more openly, Hig 


4 naturai and acquired Abilities, 
« (continues the Dr.) made him 
& ſufficiently remarkable to all 
« that he converſed with, very 
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« few being equal to him, in all 
te the becoming Qualities and Ac- 
c compliſhments of a compleat 
« Gentleman. — After his Death 
came out The Volunteers, or the 
Stock- Fobbers, a Comedy, acted 
by their Majeſties Servants, with 
a Dedication to the Queen by 
Mrs, Sbadtoell, our Author's Wi- 
dow ; and an Epilogue, wherein 
his Character as a Poet is ſet in 
the beſt and moſt advantageous 


Light; which, perhaps, was judg- 


ed neceſſary to ballance the very 
different Drawing, and even abu- 
ſive Repreſentation of it, by Dry- 
den, who is generally condemned 
for treating our Author too un- 
mercifully ; his Reſentment car- 
rying him beyond the Bounds of 
Truth, for that, though it muſt 
be owned he fell vaſtly ſhort of 
Ben Jonſon, whom he ſet to him- 
ſelf as a Model of Excellence; 
yet it 1s certain there are high 
Authorities in favour of many of 
his Comedies, and the beſt Judges 
of that Age gave their Teftimony 
for them, —They have in them 
fine Strokes of Humour; the 


CharaRers are often originals, 


ſtrongly marked, and well ſuſ- 
tained. —Add to this, that he had 
the greateſt Expedition imagina- 
ble in writing, and ſometimes 
produced a Play in leſs than a 


Month,—Beſides ſeventeen Plays, 


he wrote ſeveral other Pieces of 
Poetry, ſome of which have been 
commended, —An Edition of his 
Works, with ſome Account of 
his Life and Writings prefixed, 
was fpubliſhed in 1720, in four 
Volumes, 8vo, — His dramatic 


Works are, a 
1. The Sullen Lovers, or the 


Com. 
Com 0 


Impertinents. 
2. The Humoriſt. 


3. The Royal Shepberdeſs, Tr.- 


Com. acted by the Duke 
of York's Servants, 1669. 


—— — — —— 


This Play was originally 
written by Mr. Fountain of 


Devonſhire, but 

throughout by Shadwell, 

4. The Virtueſo. Com. 1676, 

5. PSY RHE. Trag. 1675. 

6. The Libertine. Trag. 1676. 
The Story from which he 
took the Hint of this Play, 
is ſamous all over Spain, 

Tia and France ——It was 
firſt uſed in a Spaniſh Play, 
the Spaniards having a Tra- 
dition of ſuch a vicious Sa- 
niard, as is repreſented in 
this Piece; from them the 

* Tralian Comedians took it; 
the French borrowed it from 
the Tallans, and four ſeveral 
Plays have been founded on 

the ſame Story. 

7. Erso Wells, Com, 1676. 
Mr. Langbaine ſays, this 
is ſo diverting and ſo true 
aà Comedy, that even Fo- 
reigners, who are not in 


general kind to the Wit of 


our Nation, have extremely 
commended it. 


. The Hi of Tron of 


ATHENS, the Manbater. 
1678.—[n the Dedication to 
George Duke of Buckingham 
he obſerves, that this Play 
was originally Shakeſpeare's, 
who never made, ſays he, 
more maſterly Strokes than 
In this; yet I can truly ſay, 
I have made it into a Play, 
9. The Miſer. Com. from Mo- 
liere a L' Avare, 
10. A true Widow. Com. 1679. 
I be Prologue was written by 
Mr. Dryden; for at this 
Time they lived in Friend- 
.*- tip. Be . 
11, The LAN ASI E VMitchbes, 
and TZACGUT O DIVEII V, 
the Ia isn Prieß. C. 1682. 
12. The Woman'Captain, Com. 


| altered 
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13. The Sguire of ALsATIA. 
Com. 1688. | 
14. Buxy Fair, Com. 1689. 
15. Amorous Bigot, with the ſe- 
cond Part of TREAGUE 
OcDiverrty. 1690, 
16. The Scozverers. Com. 1690, 
17. The Volunteers, or the Stock- 
Jobbers. A poſthumous Co- 
medy, already mentioned. 
SHAKESPEARE, William, the 
great Poet of Nature, and the 
Glory of the Britiſb Nation, was 
deſcended of a reputable Family, 
at Stratford upon Avon, —His Fa- 
ther was in the Wool-trade, and 
dealt conſiderably that Way, 
He had ten Children, of whom 
our immortal Poet was the eld- 
eſt, and was born in April 1564. 
At a proper Age he was put to 


the Free- School in Stratford, 


where he acquired the Rudiments 
of Grammar-Learning, — Whee 
ther he diſcovered at this Fime 
any extraordinary Genius or In- 
elination for Literature is uncer- 
tain — His Father had no Deſign 
to make a Scholar of him; on 
the contrary, he took him early 
from School, and employed him 
in his own Buſineſs, but he did 
not continue long in it, under 
the Controul of his Father; for 
at ſeventeen Years of Age he 
married, commenced Maſter of a 
Family, and became the Father 
of Children, before he was out 
of his Minority,—He now ſettled 
in Buſineſs for himſelf, and had 


no other Thoughts than of pur- 


ſuing the Wool - trade, when, 
happening to fall into Acquaint- 
ance with ſome Perſons who fol- 
lowed the Practice of Deer- ſteal- 
ing, he was prevailed upon to 
engage with them in robbing Sir 
Thomas Lucy's Park, near Strat- 


ford. —The Injury being repeated 


more than once, that Gentleman 
| Was 
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was provoked to enter a Proſecu- 
tion againſt the Delinquents, and 
Shakeſpeare, in Revenge, made 
him the Subject of a Ballad, 
which Tradition ſays (for the 
Piece is loſt) was pointed with ſo 
much Bitterneſs, that it became 
unſafe for the Author to ſtay any 
longer in the Country. To eſ- 
cape the Law, he fled to London, 
where, as might be expected from 
a Man of Wit and Humour in 
his Circumſtances, he threw him- 
ſelf among the Players. — Thus 
was this grand Luminary driven, 
by a very untoward Accident, in- 
to his genuine and proper Sphere. 

His firſt Admiſſion into the 
Play- houſe was ſuitable to his 
Appearance; a Stranger, and ig- 
norant of the Art, he was glad 
to be taken into the Company in 
a very mean Rank; nor did his 


Performance recommend him to 


any diſtinguiſhed Notice. — The 
Part of an under Actor neither 
engaged nor deſerved his Atten- 
tion, Tt was far from filling, 
or being adequate to, the Pow- 
ers of his Mind: and therefore 
he turned the Advantage which 
that Situation afforded him, to a 
higher and nobler Uſe.— Having, 
y Practice and Obſervation, ac- 


quainted himſelf with the mecha- 


nical Oeconomy of the Theatre, 


his Native Genius fupplied the 


reſt: But the whole View of his 


firſt attempts in Stage-Poetry be- 


ing to procure a Subſiſtence, he 
directed his Endeavours ſolely to 
hit the Taſte and Humour that 
then prevailed amongſt the mean- 
er Sort of People, of whom the 
Audience was generally com 
poſed; and therefore his Images 
of Life were drawn from thoſe of 
that Rank, — Thus did Shakeſ- 
peare ſet out, without the Ad- 
vantage of Education, the Ad- 
vice or Aſſiſtance of the Learned, 


8 H 


the Patronage of the better Sort, 
or any Acquaintance among them. 
But when his Performances had 
merited the Protection of his 
Prince, and the Encouragement 
of the Court had ſucceeded to 
that of the Town, the Works of 
his riper Vears were manifeſtly 
raiſed above the Level of his for- 
mer Productions. 

In this Way of Writing he 
was an abſolute Original, and of 
ſuch a peculiar Caſt, as hath per- 
petually raiſed and confounded 
the Emulation of his Succeflors 3 
a Compound of ſuch very, ſingular 
Blemiſhes, as well as Beauties, 


that theſe latter have not more 


mocked the Toil of every aſ- 


piring Undertaker to emulate 
them, than the former, as 


flaws intimately united to Dia- 
monds, have baffled every At- 


tempt of the ableſt Artifts to 
take them out, without ſpoiling 


the whole. Queen Elixabetb, 
who ſhewed Shakeſpeare many 
Marks of her Favour, was fo 


much pleaſed with the delightful 
Character of Sir Fobn Fdlftaff, in 


the two Parts of the Fourth, 
that ſhe commanded the Author 
to continue it for one Play more, 
and to ſhew the Knight in Love; 
which he executed inimitably, in 
the Merry Wives of Windſor. 
Among his other Patrons, the 
Earl of Southampton is particularly 
honoured by him, in the Dedica- 
tion of two Poems, Venus and 
Adonis, and Lucrece; in the latter 


eſpecially he expreſſes himſelf in- 


fuch Terms, as gives Countenance 
to what is related of that Pa- 


tron's diſtinguiſhed Generoſity to 


him.—In the Beginning of King 
Lew the Firſt's Reign (if not 
ooner) he was one of the prin- 

cipal Managers of the Play-houſe, 
and continued in it ſeveral Years 
afterwards ; till, having acquired 
| | ſuck 
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ſuch a Fortune as ſatisfied his mo- 
derate Wiſhes and Views in Life, 
he quitted the Stage, ahd all o- 
ther Buſineſs, and paſſed the Re- 
mainder of his Time in an ho- 
nourable Paſe, at his native 
Town of Stratford, where he 
lived in a handſome Houſe of his 
own purchaſing, to which he 
gave the Name of New-Place ; 
and he had the good Fortune to 
ſave it from the Flames, in the 
dreadful Fire that conſumed the 
greateſt Part of the Town, in 
1614. 

In the Beginning of the Vear 
1616, he made his Will, where- 
in he teſtified his Reſpect to his 
quondam Partners in the Thea- 


tre; he appointed his youngeſt 


Daughter, jointly with her Huſ- 
band, his Executors, and be- 
queathed to them the beſt Part of 
his Eſtate, which they came into 
the Poſſeſſion of, not long after. 
He died on the 23d of April fol- 
lowing, being the fifty-third Year 
of his Age, and was interred a- 
mong his Anceſtors, on the North 
Side of the Chance], in the great 
Church of Stratford, where there 
is a handſome Monument erected 
for him, inſcribed with the fol- 
lowing elegiac Diſtich in Latin. 


Judicio Pylium, Genio Socratam, 
; Arte Maronem, | 
Terra tegit, Populus mæret, O- 


In the Vear 1740, another very 


noble one was raiſed to his Me- 


mory, at the public Expence, in 
Weſtminſter - Abbey 3 
Contribution for this Purpoſe be- 
ing. made, upon exhibiting his 
Tragedy of Julius Ceſar, at the 
- Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, 
April che 28th, 1738.—Seven 
Years after his Death, bis Plays 
were collected and publiſhed in 


an ample 


SH 
1623, in Folie, by two of his 
Principal Friends in the Compa. 
ny ef Comedians, Heninge and 
Condale; who likewiſe corrected 
a ſecond Edition in Folio, in 
1632.— Though both theſe Edi- 
tions were extremely faulty, yet 
no other was attempted till 1714, 
when a third was publiſhed in 
8vo. by Mr. Nicholas Rowe, but 
with few if any Corrections, only 
he prefixed ſome Account of the 
Author's Life and Writings, 
But the Plays being in the fame 


mangled Condition as at firft, 


Mr, Pepe was prevailed upon to 


_ undertake the Taſk of clearing 


away the Rubbiſh, and reducing 
them to a better Order; and ac- 
cordingly he printed a new Edi- 
tion of them in 1721, in 4to.— 
Hereupon Mr. Lewis Theobald, 
after many Years ſpent in the 
ſame Taſk, publiſhed a Piece, 
called Shakeſpeare reſtored, 8vo, 


1726, which was followed by a 


new Edition of Shakeſpeare's 
Works, in 1733, by the ſame 
Author.——In 1744, Sir T0. 


mas ' Hanmer publiſhed: at Ox- 


ford a pompous Edition, with 


Emendations, in fix Volumes, 


4to,—To theſe Mr. Warburten, 


now Biſhop of Glouceſter, added 
another new Edition, with. a great 
Number of Corrections, in 1747. 
And Mr, Theebald's Edition was 


reprinted, with ſeveral Altera- 


tions, in 1757, In 1760, ap- 


peared an hiftorical Play, en- 


titled, The Raigne of Edward the 
Third, &c, which is aſcribed to 
Shakeſpeare, upon theſe three con- 
curring Circumſtances, the Date, 
the Style, and the Plan, which 
is taken, as ſeveral of Shakeſ- 
peare's are, from Holing bead, and 
a Book of Novels, called the Pa- 
lace of Pleaſure, —Thus new Mo- 
numents are continually riſing to 


honour Shakeſprare's Genius 
| the 
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the learned World; and we muſt 
not conclude, without adding an- 
other Teſtimony of the Venera- 
tion paid to his Manes by the 


Public in General, which is, 


that a Mulberry-Tree, planted 
ypon his Eftate by the Hands of 
this revered Bard, was cut down 
not many Years ago, and the 
Wood, being converted to ſeveral 
domeſtic Uſes, was all eagerly 
- bought at a high Price, and each 
ſingle Piece treaſured up by its 
Purchaſer, as a precious Memo- 
rial of the Planter, 


The Plays of this great Au- 


thor, which are forty-three in 
Number, are as follow, . 

1. The Tempefl, Com. firſt 
acted in Black- Fryars. 

2. The Two Gentlemen of VE - 

'  RONA, Com. writ at 

the Command of 'Q.-Ekz. 

3- The firſt and ſecond Parts 

of King HENRY IV.— 


The Character of Falftaff 


in theſe Plays is juſtly 
_ eſteemed a Maſter-Piece. 
& The Merry Wives of Wix p- 
son. Com. written at 
the Command of Queen 
| Elizabeth, 8 
Meaſure for Meaſure, Com. 
l 2 taken from Cynthio 
Ciralni. 
6. The Comedy ef Errors, found- 
ed upon Plautus Mænecbmi. 
7. Much ado about Nothing. C. 
Plot taken from Ariofto's 
Orlando Furioſo. 
8. Love's Labour lot. Com. 
9. Midſummer Night's Dream, 
Com 


10, The Merchant of VENICE, 
 Tragi-Com. 
11. At you like it. Com, 
12, The Taming of a Shrew. 
Com. 
13. All's well that ends well, 
Com. 
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14. The Tewelftb-Night, or What 


Play there is ſomething. 


ſingularly ridiculous in the 
fantaſtical Steward Mal. 


wolio, Part of the Plot 


taken from Plautus's Mx- 
necbmi. 


15. The Vinter's Tale. Tragi- 


Com. Plot taken from 
Doraſtus and Faunia: 
16. The Life and Death of King 
ohN. An Hiſt, Play, 


17. The Life and Death of King 


RIcRHARD II. Trag. 
18. The Lrfe 12 King HEN 
N V. iſt. Play. N 


19. The firſt Part of King 


HENRY VI. Fiſt. Pla}, 
20, The ſecond Part of Vn 
Henry VI. worth 
Death of the good Duke 
HuMPHREY, x 
21. The third Part of Ka 
HEN. VI. with the Deat 
of the Duke of Yor xk. 
Theſe Plays contain the 
Whole Reign of this Mo- 
narch. | 
22. The Life and Death of King 
3 | 
23. The famous Hiſtory of the 
(= fl X. H 8 dun 
24. TROILUs and CRESSIDA, 


Trag. Plot from Chaucer. - 


25, CoxtotLanus. Trag. 

26, Titus AnDRONICus, T. 

27. RoMEo and JUuLIET., F. 
Plot from Bandello's No- 
vels— This is perhaps ope 
of the moſt affecting of 
Shakeſpeare's Plays; it was 
not long fince ated four- 
teen Nights together at 
both Houſes, at the ſame 
Time, and it was a few 
Years before Tevived and 
acted twelve Nights with 
Applauſe, at the Little 


Theatre in the Haymarket, 


28. Ti- 


__ — 
— 
— * * 
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es, Timon of ArRnENS. Tr. 
The Plot from Lucian's 

Dialogues, | 
29, JuLivs CæsAR. Trag. 
30. The Tragedy of MatBETH, 
Plot from Buchanan, and 
bother Scorch: Writers. 
31. HAMLET Prince of 'DEN- 
3 MARK. Trag. 
32. King LX AX. Trag. Plot, 
. ſee Leland, Monmontb. 
33. OTnzLLo, the Moor of 
VENICE. Trag. Plot 
from Quntbio's Novels. 
4. ANTHONY and CLEQOPA- 
f TRAs Story from Plu- 
| _ earch, o 
35. CYMBELINE, Trag. Plot 
Wo from Borcace's Novels. 
36. PEAIeL ES Prince TYR. 
An Fiſtorical Play. 
37. The Lex Do Prodigal. C. 
38. The Life and Deaib ef Tho- 
ko MAS Lord CRoMwWEL I, 
the Favourite of King 
HNA VIII. 
29, The Hifory of Sir Joun 


rw: 


Or DcASs TIE, the god 


Lord Coß HAM. Trag. 
See Fox's Book of Mar- 
g tyrs. | | 
The Puritan,” or the Widow 
; of. Watling-fireet, Com 
41. A Yorx8niRE. Tragedy. 
This is rather an Inter- 
lude than a Tragedy, be- 
ing very ſhort, and not 
| divided into Acts. 
42. The Tragedy of Locking, 
© the elde Son of King Br v- 
Tus. Story from Mil- 
tdtion's Hiſtory of England. 
-: StARP, Mr. Leruis.— This 
Gentleman lived in the Reign 
of Cbarles. I. and wrote one Play, 
entitled, 
The Noble Strang 


er. Com. 
 SHARPMAN, Mr. Edward, 
was a Member of the Mzddle 
Temple in the Reign of James J. 
and wrote a Play much reſem- 


8 The Flare, 
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bling, if not borrowed from, 
| Marfton's Comedy of the Para. 
taſter.— It is entitled, 8 
| Com, 

Sn Aw, Samuel, was of 
de la Zoucb in Lejcefterſhire, and 
wrote one Interlude, which was 
only; repreſented at a- Country 
School.-It was entitled, 

ITOIKIAOSPONEEZIE, Inter], 
Sur ARD, Mr. S. lived in 
the Reign of King Charles I. and, 
during the Prohibition of the 
Stage, wrote and publiſhed two 
ſmall dramatic Pieces on Party 
Subjects, which, however, bear 
much ſtronger Teſtimony to his 
Loyalty than to his poetical Abi- 
lities; for, beſides the Shortneſs 
of each of them, being not 
longer than a ſingle Act of a 
moderate Play, they are almoſt 
entirely ſtolen from other Au- 
thors.— The Titles of them both 


are the ſame, the ſecond being 


only a Continuation of the ſame 
Subject with the firſt.— They are 
entitled, 


The Committee Man curried. : 


Com. in two Parts. 
SHERBURNE, Sir Edvard, 


Knight,——This Author, or at 


leaſt learned Tranſlator, was born 
in Goldſmith's Rents, in the Pariſh 
of St. Grles's,' Cripplegate, London, 


in 1616, and was of the ſame 
ancient Family with Sir N:cholas 
Sherburne, Bart, of Stomyburſt in 


Lancaſbire.— He was Commiſſary 
General of King Charles I's Ar- 
tillery, was conſtant in his At- 
tachment to the Royal Cauſe, 


and, in 'Confideration of many 


faithful Services and Sufferings, 
was kKnighted by Charles II. at 
Whiteball, in 1682.— ood men- 
tions him by the Title of late 
Clerk of his Majeſty's Ordnance 
and Armories within the King- 


dom of England, which Poſt be 


muſt have held under K. Cha, — 
| E . 
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He was a Perſon of great Learn- 
ing, and tranſlated four of the 
Tragedies of Seneca, viz. 

1, HEAT ES. Vid. Ar- 

PENDIX, Vol. I. 

2. Mg DEA. 

3. Turns. 

4. TrROADES, | 
Caxeter alſo tells us, that he had 
been informed that the Clouds in 
Stanley's Life of Ariflophanes was 
written by this Gentleman, —He 
alſo conjectures him to be the 
Tranſlator of the 

' Pa1rL18 of ScyRos, 


But with Regard to that Con- 


jecture, ſee before under the Ini- 
tial Letters S. J. | 
SHERIDAN, Thomas, M. A.— 
This Gentleman, who is now 
living, and has lately made him- 
ſelf well known by his ſeveral 
Endeavours for the Promotion and 
Improvement of the Art of Ora- 
tory in theſe Kingdoms, 1s the 
ſecond Son of Dr. Thomas Sberi- 
dan, whom a cloſe Intimacy and 
continual Correſpondence with 
that Maſter of true Wit and ori- 
ginal Humour, the Dean of St, 
Patricks, introduced more exten- 
fvely to the Notice of the World 
than any very extraordinary Abi- 
lities of his on. The Object 
of out preſent Enquiries was, I 
believe, born at Quilca, a little 
Eſtate in the County of Cavan in 
he/and, which came into the Fa- 
mily in Right of bis Mother, 
the Daughter of one Mr. M*Pher- 
Jon, a Scars Gentleman, who be- 
came poſſeſſed of it during the 
Troubles in Ireland. | 
The early Parts of his Educa- 
tion, no Doubt, he received un- 
der his Father, who was ſo far 
from being a mere Country Peda- 
gogue, that he was deemed as good 
a Schoolmaſter as any in Europe, 
and one of the beſt Latiniſis and 
Fecjans of the Age he lived in, 
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When grounded in theſe Las 
guages, he removed to Trinity 
College, Dublin, where he went 
thro' his Academical Studies, 
and, I believe, took his Degree 
of Maſter of Arts. This Courſe 
of Education fintſhed, it was 
Time for Mr. Sheridan to ſet for- 
wards in Lite; but his Father 
having no kind of Intereſt to pro- 
cure him Preferment had he 
thought of going into Orders, nor 


any Fortune to give him as a 


Means of providing for him in 
any of the other liberal Profeſ- 
fions, till ſuch Time as his own 
Talents might have inſured his 
Succeſs, what Step was to be ta- 


ken became a Point of ſome Con: 


fideration,——The young Gentle- 
man's Inclinations, added to the 


Applauſe that he had frequently 


met with from thoſe who had 
been prefent at the Delivery of 
ſome of his academical Exerciſes, 


in which, tho' very young, he 


had acquir'd great Reputation as 
a juſt and critical Orator, pointed 
his Thoughts towards the The- 
atre.— That of Dublin was indeed, 
at that Time, at a very low Ebb, 
not only with Reſpect to the E- 


moluments ariſing from it, but 


alſo as to the theatrical Merit of 
the Performers, and ſtill much 
more ſo as to the internal Oeco- 
nomy and Conduct of it, and the 
private Characters of the greateſt 
Part of its Members; and conſe- 
quently not much frequented, ex- 
cepting by the younger and more 
licentious Members of the Com- 
munity, who went there more 
for the Sake of indulging an In- 
clination of Riot and, Intrigue, 
than from any other Motive. 
Notwithſtanding theſe Diſadvant- 
ages, however, Mr, Sheridan's 
Merit, and the ſtrong Support 


his Intereſt met with from hie 


Fellow Collegians, who, in / 
3» 
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City, bear great Sway in all the 


Affairs of public Entertainment, 
forc'd him into Notice and Ap- 


probation.—And, as if one Pe- 


riod had been fixed on by Fate 
for awakening the almoſt ex- 
piring Taſte of both Kingdoms, 
it was nearly at the ſame Time 
that our great brilliant Star ap- 
pear'd at once with dazzling Luſ- 
tre in the Eaſt, and this other 
new Phenomenon ſhone forth 
with almoſt equal Luſtre from 
the Weſt of the Theatric Hemiſ- 
phere.—But there was a Piece of 
Service fl ill remaining to be done 
to the Iriſb Theatre, even of more 
Importance than the Acquiſition 
of capital Performers, and which 
was reſerved for Mr. Sheridan 
to accompliſh ——This was the 
curbing the Licentiouſneſs which 
had long reign'd with an unli— 
mited Empire behind the Scenes, 
and the putting a Stop to the 


Liberties daily taken by the young 


and unruly among the Male Part 
of the Audience, who, by the 
Preſcription of Cuſtom almoſt im- 
memorial, had conflantly claim- 
ed a Right of coming into the 
Green-Room, attending Rehear- 
ſals, and carrying on Gallantries 
in the moſt open and offenſive 
Manner, with ſuch of the Ac- 
treſſes as would admit of them, 
while thoſe who would not, were 
perpetually expoſed to Inſult and 
Jll-Treatment,—— Theſe Griev- 
ances Mr. Sheridan, as ſoon as he 
became Manager of the Theatre, 
which was not long after his firſt 
coming on the Stage, determin- 
ed by Degrees to remove ; which 
he at laſt happily effected, tho' 
not til! after his having been in- 


vol ved in Conteſts with perhaps 


the moſt tumultuous Audiences 


in the World, not only at the 


Hazard of loſing his Means of 


Subſiſtence, but even at the Riſque 
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of his Life, from the Reſentment 
of a Set of lawleſs Rioters ; who 
were, however, thro' a noble 
Exertion of Juſtice in the Ma- 
giſtracy of Dublin, in the Support 


of ſo good a Cauſe, at length 


convinced of their Error, or at 
leaſt of the Impracticability of 
purſuing it any farther with Im- 
punity.— And thus to Mr, She. 
ridan's Care, Judgment, Afiidu- 
ity and Spirit, the Theatre of 
Dublin ſtands indebted for the 
Regularity, Decorum and Pro- 
priety which it has fince been 
conducted with, and the Reputa- 
tion it has acquir'd; it having 
been brought to that Strictneſs of 


Conduct, that neither the Po -W- 


ers of Intereſt or of Violence 
could procure an Admittance for 
any one behind the Scenes during 
the Time either of Performance 
or Rehearſal.— Nor has the Pub- 
lie been under leſs conſiderable 
Obligations to this Gentleman, 
not only for the Eaſe and quiet 
Enjoyment of their moſt rational 
Amuſement, but alſo for the 
very Merit of the Performances, in 
Conſequence of his introducing 
ſuch a Degree of Regularity in- 
to them, as became a Tempta- 
tion for other Perſons, as well as 
himſelf (poſſeſs'd of amiable Cha- 
raters, deſcended from good Fa- 
milies, whoſe Educations had 
been liberal, and who were en- 
dowed with thoſe Virtues and Ac- 
compliſhments, without which 
theatrical Excellence can never 
be attained) to offer their Ser- 
vices to the Public, in a Profeſ- 
ſion, which, for a long Time, 
with Reſpect to that Kingdom, 
none but Perſons, indifferent to 
that moſt valuable of all earthly 
Poſſeſſions, the good Opinion of 
the World, would venture to ap- 
pear in. f 

During the Space of about eight 


Years, 


er £7. +> bin. i. ot otros ans; ad. a. CCF 


ma 


N 


C( 


SH 


Years, Mr. Sheridan poſſeſſed this 
important Office of Manager of 
the Theatre Royal of Dublin, 
with all the Succeſs both with 
Reſpect to Fame and Fortune 
that could well be expected. 


Till at length, an unfortunate. 


Occurrence overthrew at once 
the feemingly ſtable Fabric he 
had io long and with ſo much 
Pains been rearing, prov'd the 


Shipwreck of his private For- 
tune, and indeed hitherto the 


Deſtruction of all thoſe flouriſh- 
ing Proſpects the 1riþ Stage 
ſeem'd then to have of an eſta- 
bliſhed Succeſs, 

In the Summer of the Year 
1754, in which the Rancour of 
political Party aroſe to the. great - 
eſt Height that it bad almeſt ever 
been known to doin Ta lin, Mr. 
Sberidan unfortunately revived a 
Tragedy, wiz. Miller's Mabomet, 
In this Play were many Þaſ- 
ſages, which, though no more 
than general Sentiments of Li- 
berty, and the Deteſtation of 
Bribery and Corruption, in thoſe 
who have the Conduct of public 
Affairs, yet being fixed on by the 
Anti-Courtiers as expreſſive of 
their own Opinions in Regard to 
certain Perſons at that Time in 


| Power, thoſe Paſſages were in- 


ſiſted on by them to be repeated; 
a Demand which, on the firſt 
Night of its Repreſentation, was 
complied with by Mr. Digges, by 


whom the Part of Alcanor, in 


which moſt of them occurr'd, 
was then perform'd.— On the 
ſucceeding Night, however, in 
Conſequence of ſome Remon- 
ſtrances which had been made by 
the Manager, on the Impropriety 
and Inèonveniences attending on 
ſuch a Practice, the ſame Speeches, 
when again called for by the Au- 
dience, were refuſed by the Ac- 
tor, and, on ſome Hints which 


Englani, viz. 


&  _. 
he could not avoid giving of his 
Inducement for that Refuſal, the 
Manager became the Object of 
their Reſentment. — On his 
not appearing to appeaſe their 
Rage by ſome Kind of Apology, 
they flew out into the moſt out- 
rageous Violence, cut the Sce- 
nery to Pieces with their Swords, 
tore up the Benches and Boxes, 
and, in a Word, totally deſpoiled 
tie Theatre; concluding with a 


Reſolution never more to permit 


Mr. Sheridan to appear on that 
Stage. Ed, 

In Conſequence of this Tu- 
mult he was obliged to place the 
Management of his ravaged Play- 
houſe in other Hands tor the en- 
ſuing Seaſon, and come himſelf 
to England, where he continued 


till the Opening of the Winter 


of the Year 1756, when the Spi- 
rit of Party being in ſome Degree 
ſubſided, and Mr. Sheridan's per- 
ſonal Opponents ſomewhat con- 
vinced of the impetuous Raſhneſs 
of their Proceedings, he returned 
to his native Country, and hav- 
ing preceded his firſt Appearance 


in Character by a public Apolo- 


gy for fuch Parts of his Conduct 
as might have been conſider d as 
exceptionable, he was again re- 
ceived with the higheſt Fayour 
by the Audience, —— But now, 
though once more ſeated on the 
Throne of theatrical Sove eignty, 
his Reign, which had becn Eus 
diſturbed by an Inſurrect on at 
home, was yet to-undergo a {e- 
cond Shock from an Affai ſtill, 
if poſſible,- more fatal, being no 
leſs than an Invaſion from abroad, 
Two mighty Potentates from 
Mr. Harry and 
Mr. Woodward, having found 
Means to ſound the Diſpofition 
of the People of Dublin, with 
whom the former, excluſive. of 


his allowed theatrical Merit, had. 


Ff#] great 
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great Intereſt by being their Coun- 
tryman, and finding it the O- 
pinion of many, that a ſecond 
Theatre in that City would be 
likely to meet with Encourage- 
ment, if ſupported by good Per- 
formers, immediately raiſed a 
large Subſcription among the No- 
bility and Gentry, ſet Artificers 
to Work, erected a new Play- 
Houſe in Crow-ftreee during the 
Summer Seafon, and, having en- 
gaged a Company ſelected from 
the two Theatres of London, were 
ready for opening by the Begin- 
ning of the enſuing Winter,— 
And now, at a Time when he 
needed the greateſt Increaſe of 
theatrical Strength, he found 
himſelf deſerted by ſome of his 
principal Performers, who had 
engaged themſelves at the new 
Houſe; and, as if Fate was de- 
termined to combat againſt him, 
fome valuable Auxiliaries, which 
be had engaged from England, a- 
mong whom were Mr, Theophilus 
Cibber, and Mr. Madde the Wire- 
Dancer, loſt their Lives in the 


Attempt to come to Ireland, be- 


ing driven by a Storm, and caſt 
away on the Coaſt of Scotland. 
This was the finiſhing Stroke 
to that Ruin which had begun to 
take Place, and bad been ſo long 
impending over his Head.— He 
was now compelled entirely to 
throw up his whole Concern with 
that Theatre, and to ſeek out for 
fome other Means of providing 
for himſelf and Family, | 
In the Year 7555 Mr. She- 
- ridan had publiſhed a Plan, where- 
by he propoſed to the Natives of 
Freland the Eftabliſthment of an 
Aeademy for the Accompliſhment 
of Youth in every Qualification 
neteſſary for a Gentleman.—In 
the Formation of this Deſign he 
- eonfider'd the Art of Oratory as 
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dne of the principal Eſſentials, 
and, in order to give a ſtronger 
Idea of the Utility of that Art, 
by Example as well as Theory, 
he opened his Plan to the Pub- 
lie in two or three Orations, 
which were ſo well written, and 
ſo admirably delivered, as to 
give the higheſt Proofs of the 
Abilities of the Propoſer, and his 
Fitneſs for the Office of Super- 
intendant of ſuch an Academy; 
for which Poſt he offer'd his Ser- 
vice to the Public. — Vet how it 
happen'd I know not; but, tho' 
the Plan itſelf was in ſome De- 
gree carried into Execution, Mr, 
Sheridan was . unfortunately ex · 
cluded from any Share in the 
Conduct of it. | 
He then came over once more 
to England, where he compoſ · 
ed a Courſe of excellent Lec- 
tures on Elocution and Oratory, 
which he publicly read in the 
Theatre of the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, 'to numerous and elegant 
Audiences, very conſiderably to 
his Emolument, and ftill more fo 
to his Reputation; and, as a far- 
ther Teſtimony borne to his A- 
bilities, was honoured by the 
Univerfity with a Maſter of Arts 
Degree,—From thence he again 
came to London, where, for theſe 
three Years paſt, his Time ſeems 
to have been divided between the 
Avocations of his former Profeſ- 
fion (having performed frequently 
in ſome of his moſt favorite Cha- 
racters in the Theatre Royal in 
Drury-Lane) and that of the 
reading Lectures. Some Part of 
laſt Winter, alſo, he publiſhed 
Propoſals for eftabliſhing an A- 
cademy for introducing the 
Enghfþ Language in its Purity, 
both of Grammar and Pronunci- 
ation, into the Kingdom of Scot- 
land, where moreover he had 5 
Wi 
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with Succeſs in his Lectures; but 


this Deſign ſeems, for the preſent 
at leaſt, to be laid aſide. 


I have been the faller in my 


Account of this Gentleman, as 
his cloſe Connection with, and 
his real Conſequence in theatrical 
Hiſtory, ſeem naturally to render 
the Events of his Life of ſome 
Importance to the Devotces of 
the dramatic Muſes, and to en- 
title them to an ample mention 
in a Work of this nature, What 


Plan he propoſes to purſue here- 


after I am not informed of, but, be 
it what it will, his Merits of vari- 


ous Kinds certainly entitle him to 
the Encouragement of the Public, 


in whoſe Service he has ever been 


- faithfully aſſiduous, although in 


many Inſtances unſucceſsfully ſo. 
As an Actor, the capital Station 
he ſo long maintained in the good 
Opinion of an Audience who 
value themſelves ſo highly on be- 
ing critical Judges of the Perfor- 
mances, is ſurely ſufficiept to au- 
thorize our allowing him, if not 
a Place in the firſt Rank of Ac- 


tors, at leaſt deſerving of one 


ſuperior to thoſe in the ſecond. — 


Nature has indeed been rather 


niggard of her Favour to him 
with Reſpect to Voice and Perſon, 
but the Judgment in oratorical 
Execution, and the critical Un- 


derſtanding of his Author, which. 


are ſo eſſentially his Characteriſ- 
tics, muſt ever afford Delight to 
the judicious and diſcerning.— 
As a Scholar, all who know him 
muſt acknowledge his Excellen- 
cies; and as a Writer, his Eſ- 
ſay on Britiſh Education, and 
his Courſe of Oratorical Lec- 
tures lately publiſhed, as well as 
the many little Pieces which, in 
his own Defence, he has at Times 


been obliged to ſend forth into 


the World, ſhew a Depth of Rea- 


SH 
ſoning, a Fulneſs of Imagination, 
and a Command of Language, 
which ſpeak his Praiſes in nobler 
Terms than it is in the Power of 
my ten to diſplay them with.— 
In the dramatic Way he has only 
produced one original Piece, and 
prepared three more for the Stage 
from the Works of other Au— 
thors, vr. | EDD 

1, Captain O*'Brunvrs. Far. 

2, CokIloL AN uS. Trag. Vid. 

Vol. I. Ar PEN DIx. 
3. Loyal Subject. Tragi-Com. 


alter'd from Beaumont and 


Fletcher, 
4. Ro EO and JuLTET. T. 
alter'd from Shakeſpeare, 
SHERIDAN, Mrs. Wite to the 
above - mentioned Gentleman .— 
This very ingenious Lady has 
written ſome Things in the No- 
vel-Way, which have been well- 
received; particularly the Hiſtory 
of Miſs Sidney Briddulph.—She is 
likewiſe Author of a Comedy, 
acted laſt Winter, with good Suc- 


ceſs, at the Theatre in Drury 


Lane, entitled, 
The Diſcovery, 


Her Huſhand played a principal 


Part in it; as did alſo Mr, Gar- 
rick, Mr. Obrien, Mr, Holland, 


Mrs. Pritchard, &c, — Garrick's 


Part, being that of a formal old 
Batchelor, (Sir Anthony Bran- 
viile) kept the Houſe in a conti- 
nual Roar of Laughter; and ſe- 
veral lively Scenes between Sir 


Harry Flutter (Mr, Obrien) and 


his Lady, ( Miſs Pope) created 


much Mirth, and were greatly 
applauded, —As to the Character 
of the Play in general, the inge- 


nious Authors of the — Re- 


view obſerve, that it is © ſenti- 


c mental and moral in the Con- 


duct, ealy and correct in the 
„Language, various and enter- 


ce taining in the Characters; 
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SH 
to which they add, © the greateſt 
« Fault we find throughout the 
ce whole, is the Length and Lan- 
cc guor of ſome of the Scenes, 
c which almoſt deviate into 
et Preaching.” —— This Fault, 


however, was judiciouſly rectified 


in the Performance, after the firſt 


Night. 


This Lady is alſo ſaid to be the 


' Tranſlator of the Memoirs and 


Letters of the celebrated Niron de 


L' Enclis, publiſhed in 1761, in 


two Pocket Volumes. We men- 
tion this Circumſtance to diſtin- 


guiſh her Edition from a prior 


Tranflation in one Vol. which is 
deemed much inferior to Mrs, 
Sheridan's Performance. | 

SHIPMAN, Thomas, Eſqq—Of 
this Gentleman we have no far- 
ther Information, than that he 
was deſcended of a very good Fa- 
mily, and had, by Dint of an 


excellent Education, acquired all 
thoſe Accompliſkments which 


were neceflary to fit him for 
Converſation , and render his 


Company defirable by the beſt 


Wits of the Age, —We find only 
one dramatic Piece of his extant, 
whoſe Title is 

HzNR Y III. of France. Trag. 
Vet it appears, from a Collection 


of his Poems, entitled Caro- 


lina, that he was held in high 


Eſteem by Mr. Cowley, and had 


written other Tragedies. — But 
what they were entitled, or whe- 
ther ever publiſhed, it is not ea- 
ſy to trace, He lived in the 
Reign of Charles II. and is ſup- 
poſed to have dicd in the Year 


1691. 


SniRLEY, Mr. —A Oentle- 
man of this Name I find to have 
been, about thirty Years ago, 
Author of one dramatic Piece:; 
but whether he is yet living, has 
render d himſelf any other Ways 
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known by literary Productions, 
or any other Particulars relating 
to him, I am totally ignorant of. 
The Title of his Play is, | 
The Parricide, Trag. 
SHIRLEY, Mr. Henry. — Of 
this Gentleman I can trace no 
farther Particulars, than that he 
lived in the Reign of K. Charles I, 
and wrote one Play, entitled, 
The Mariyr'd Soldier. Trag. 
Mood imagines him to be Bro- 
ther, or ſome near Relation of 
James Shirley, whom I now ſhall 
proceed to give ſome Account of, 
SHIRLEY, James, was of an 
ancient Family, and born about 
the Year 1594, in London,—He 
was educated at Merchant-Tay- 
lor's School, and from thence re- 
moved to St. Jobn's College in 
Oxford; where Dr. Laud, then 
Preſident of that College, con- 
ceived a great Affection for him, 
on Account of his excellent Parts, 
yet would often tell him, that 
« he was an unfit Perſon to take 
ce the ſacred Function upon him, 
«© and ſhould never have his Con- 
e ſent ;** becauſe Mr. Shirley had 
a large Mole upon his left Cheek, 
which Laud eſteemed a Deformity. 
Afterwards, leaving Oxford, be 
went to Cambridge, and ſoon af- 
ter, entering into Orders, he took 
a Cure at or near St, Albans.— 
In the mean Time, growing un- 
ſettled , in his Principles, he 
changed his Religion for that of 
Rome, left his Living, and taught 
a Grammar-School in St. Albars ; 
but this Employment being un- 
ealy to him, he retired to Lon» 


don, lived in Gray's-Inn, and be- 
came a Writer of Plzys, —By 


this he gained, not only a Live- 
lihood, but alſo great Reſpect and 
Encouragement from Perſons of 
Quality, eſpecially from the 
Queen, Wife to King Charles — 

ne 


3 H 
who made him her Servant. 
When the Rebellion broke out, 


he was obliged to leave London 


and his Family; for he had a 


Wife and Children: And being 


invited by his Patron William, 


Earl, afterwards Duke, of New- 


cafile, to follow his Fortune 
in the Civil Wars, he attend- 
ed his Lordſhip. —On the De- 
cline of the King's Cauſe, he 
retired to London ; where, among 
other of his Friends, he found 


Mr. Stanley, Author of the Lives 


of che P biloſopbers, Who ſup- 
ported him for the preſent.— The 


acting of Plays being prohibited, 


he then returned to his old Oc- 
cupation of teaching School, 
which he did in White-Fryars ; 
and, at the Reſtoration, ' ſeveral 
of his Plays were brought upon 
the Theatre again,—In 1666, 
bappen'd the great Fire of Lon- 
don, by which he was burnt out 
of his Houſe near Fleet-ircet; 
from whence he removed into 
the Pariſh of St. Giles's in the 
Fields; where, being extremely 
affected with the Loſs and Ter- 
ror occaſioned by that dreadful 
Conflagration.— They both died 
within the Space of twenty-four 
Hours, and were interred in the 
ſame Grave. | | 

| Beſides thirty-nine Plays, Tra- 


gedies and Comedies, printed at 


different Times, he publiſhed an | 


Octavo Volume of Poems in 
1646, with three TraQts relating 
to Grammar, — He aſſiſted his 
Patron, the Duke of Newcaſtle, 
in compoſing ſeveral Plays, which 
the Duke publiſhed ; as likewiſe 
Mr. Fobn Ogilby, in his Tranſla- 
tion of Homer and Virgil, with 
writing Notes on them.—He was 
by many conſider'd as one of the 
moſt noted dramatic Poets of 


his Time; and fome thought 


SH 


him even equal to Fletcher hime 


ſelf. 
Our Author's dramatic Pieces 
arc, : 

1, The Changes, or Love in a 
Maze, Com. 1632. | 

2, Contention for Honour and 
Riches, Maſque, 1633. 

3+ HoNORIA and Mammon, 
Com. 

4. The Witty Fair-One, Com. 
1633. | 

5. The Triumphs of Peace, 
Maſque, 1633. 

6. The Traytor. Trag. 1635. 

7. The Young Admiral, Tragi- 

Com. 1637. 

. IT - Example, Tragi-Com, 
1637. | 

9. HY D Park, Com. 1637. 

10. The Gameſter, Com, 1637, 


11. The Royal Mafer, Tragi- 
Com. 1638, 

12, The Duke's Miſtreſs, Tragi- 

Com. 1638, 

13. * * of Pleaſure, Com. 
1638, 

14. my 3 Revenge. Trag. 
1638. 

15. ChasoT Admiral of France. 
Trag. 163g. 


16. The Ball. Com. 1639. 
17. ARCADIA, Dramatic Paſ- 
toral. 1640. 
18. The Humorous Courtier. C. 
1640. 
19. St. Pa TRIER for Treland. 
Hiſtorical Play. 1640. 
20. Love's Cruelty, Trag. 1640. 
21. The Triumph of Beauty, 
Maſque, 1646, | 
22. The Siflers. Com. 1652, 
23. The Brothers. Com. 1652, 
24. The Doubtful Heir, Tragi- 


Com. 1652. 

25: The Court Secret, Tragi- 
Com. 1653, | 

26. Impoſtor. Tragi-Com, 
1 


27. The Politician, Trag. 1655. 
: | 28. The 


—— © = 
28. The Gratefut Servant, Tr. - 
Com. 1655. | 
29. The Gentleman of VENICE. 
| Tragi-Com. 1655. 
30. The -Contention of AJax 
and ULyssEs for A- 
CHILLES's Armour, 
1658. 
31, Cuy1D and Death, Maſq; 
1658. | 
32. Love-Tricks, or the School 
„/ Compliments, C. 1658. 
33. The (onſtant Maid, or Love 
201⁰l find cut the Way. C. 
The Opportunity. Com. 
The Wedding, Com. 
36. A Bird in a Cage, Com, 
37. The Coronation, Com. 
238. The Cardinal. Trag. 
39. ANDROMANA , or the 
| Merchants Wife, Trag. 
1660. 
SüIRLEIY, William, Eſq; — 
. This Gentleman js ſtill living, 
and was for ſome Years Reſident 


24. 
35. 


1 miſtake not, of a Conſul or 
zublic Agent for Mercantile Af- 
airs from this Kingdom. —On 
ſome Diſguſt, however, or Diſ- 
pute which he had involved him- 
ſelf in there, he returned to Eng- 
land about the Year 1749. — 
He has ever been eſteemed a Per- 
ſon of deep Penetration, and well 
verſed in Affairs of Trade and 
the Commercial Intereſts and 
Connections of different King- 
doms, more eſpecially thoſe of 
Great Britain and Portugal. — 

He has alſo been generally con- 
ſider'd as the Author of ſeve- 
ral Leiters on thoſe Subjects 
5 publiſhed in the Daily Gazetteer, 
and ſigned Luftanicus, — In his 
octical Capacity, however, Mr. 
Shirley does not ſtand in ſo con- 


only one dramatic Piece of his 
Writing as yet appear'd on the 


. 


in Portugal, in the Character, if 


Gderable a Light, there having 


SM 
Stage, and that, though flrongly 
ſupported with Reſpect to the 
Performance, met with but very 
indifferent Succeſs. —It was en- 
titled, | 
EDpwarD the Black Prince, 
. 
We are informed that this Gen- 
tleman has written another Tra- 
gedy, and that every Thing was 
ready for acting it, in the preſent 
Year 1763, at the Theatre in 
Covent-Garden ; when it was pro- 
hibited by Authority : The Town 
were the more ſurprized at this, 
the Play being entirely built on 
an old Story uſed by the Greek 
Poets 3000 Years ago, and bear- 
ing no affinity to the preſent 
Times,—This is one ill Conſe- 
quence of inveſting a Courtier 
with the Power of licenſing the 
Stage, which certainly ought to 
be as free as the Preſs ; the Ex- 
ertion of ſuch a Power being, as 
we conceive, the higheſt In- 
*ſult on the Dignity of the Pub- 
RE 
SMITH, Edmund, a Poet of 
conſiderable Reputation, was the 
only Son of Mr. Neale, an emi- 
nent Merchant, and was born in 
the Year 1668. —Some Mistor- 
tunes of his Father, which were 
ſoon after followed by his Death, 
occaſioned the Son's being left 
very young in the Hands of Mr, 
Smith, who had married his Fa- 
ther's Siſter, —This Gentleman 
treated him as if he had been his 
own Child, and placed him at 
Meſiminſter School, under Dr. 
Buſty.— After the Death of his 
generous Guardian, whoſe Name 
in Gratitude he thought proper 
to aſſume, he was removed to 
Chriſt-Church in Oxford, and was 
there, by his Aunt, handſomely 
r.aintained till her Death. 
Scme Time- before his leaving 
F 
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Chri//-Church, he was ſent for by 
his Mother to Worceſter, and ac- 
knowledged by her as a legitimate 
Son; which his Friend Mr, O/- 
diſevorth mentions, to wipe off 
the Aſperſions that ſome had 
ignorantly caſt on his Birth. —He 
paſſed through the Exerciſes of 
the College and Univerſity with 
unuſual Applauſe, and acquired 
a great Reputation in the Schools 
both for Knowledge and Skill in 
Diſputation. — Mr, Smith's Works 
are not many,—His celebrated 
Tragedy, Pbæura and Hippolitus, 
was aCted at the Theatre-Royal 
in 1707; and was introduced 
upon the Stage, at a Time when 
the Italian Operas ſo much en- 
groſſed the polite World, that 
Senſe was altogether ſacrificed to 
Sound: And this occaſioned Mr. 
Addiſen, who did our Poet the 


Honour to write the Prologue, to 


rally therein the vitiated Taſte of 
the Public, in preferring the un- 
ideal Entertainment of an 

do the genuine Senſe of a Britiſpb 
Poet. — This Tragedy, with a 


Poem to the Memory of Mr. 


Jobn Phillips, his moſt inti - 
mate Friend, three or four Odes, 

and a Latin Oration, ſpoken pub- 
lickly at Oxford, in Laudem Tho - 
mae Bodleii, were publiſhed in the 
Year 1719, under the Name of 
bis Works, by Mr, Oldifevorth ; 
who prefixed a Character of the 
Author, from whence this Ac- 
count is taken, —Mr. Smith died 
in the Year 1710, in the 42d 
Year of his Age, at the Seat of 
George Ducket, Eſq; called Har- 
tham in Wiltfhire, and was buried 
in the Pariſh Church there, — 
Mr. Oldiſrvorth has repreſented 
Mr. Smith, as a Man abounding 


with Qualities equally and 
| great; and we have no Reaſon to 


impute this Panegyric to the Par- 
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tiality of Friendſhip.— Mr. Smith 
had, nevertheleſs, ſome flight 
Defects in his Conduct; one was 
an extreme Careleſſneſs in Dreſs, 
which Singularity procured him 
the Name of Captain Ragg.— 
His Perſon was yet fo well form- 
ed, that no Neglect of this Kind 
could render it diſagreeable; in- 
ſomuch that the Fair Sex, who 
obſerved and admired him, uſed 
at once to commend and reprove 
him, by the Name of the hand- 
ſome Sloven.—It is acknowledg- 
ed alſo, that he was much in- 
clined to Intemperance; which 

ſunk him into that Sloth and In- 
dolence, which has been the 
Bane of many a bright Genius, 
Upon the whole, he was a good- 


natured Man, a finiſhed Scholar, 


a fine Poet, and a diſcerning 
Critic, | 
Sm1THn, Mr. Henry, wrote in 
the Reign of William III.— He 
belonged to Clifferd's - Inn, and 
was Author one Play, en- 
titled, | . 
The Princeſs of PAR MA. A 
SMITH, Mr. John, was burn 
at York, received his Education 
at Oxford, and. was, for many 
Years, Under- Maſter of Magdalen 
School in that City.—He is ſai@ 
to have lived afterwards in Tork- 
fire; and to have wrote one dra- 
matic Piece, refuſed by the Play- 
ers, but printed about the Year 
1691, under the Title of, 
CyTrxEREA, Com. 
SMtrn, Mr. Wham, —This 
Gentleman wrote, in the Reiga 
of King James I, two dramatie 
Pieces, whoſe Titles are, 


1. Freeman's Honour, Play. 
Vd. Vol. I. Apyzn- 
DIX, 


2. Hector of Germany, Hiſts 

-:- ö 
The firſt of them, 1 beliewe, ne- 
ver 
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ver appeared in Print, being only 


mentioned in the Epiſtle Dedica- 


tory of the other. 

Coxeter queries ber this 
Author is not the Milliam Smith, 
Rouge Dragon Purſuivant at Arms, 
ſpoken of in the Engliſh Topogra- 
þber, pag. 2. 

SMOrTET, Tobias, M. D.— 
A well-known Writer of the 
preſent Age, is a Native of Nortb 
Briton, and was bred a Sea Sur- 
geon, — He ſerved in the War 
which was terminated by the 
Peace of Aix la Chapelle, in 1748. 
Having then no farther Employ- 
ment at Sea, he betook himſelf 
to his Pen; and, being happy in 
a lively Genius, he ſoon pro- 
duced his celebrated Novel, en- 
titled Roderick Random; which 
met with great Succeſs, —This 
encouraged him to purſue the 
ſame Path, and he afterwards 
gave the Town another Novel, 
entitled Peregrine Pickle; in which 
he luckily introduced the Hiſtory 
of the celebrated Lady Yane,— 
This . Epiſode gave the Book a 
great Run; but it had likewiſe 
no inconſiderable Merit, inde- 
pendent of that Lady's enter- 
taining Storyz the Materials of 
which, it is ſaid, ſhe herſelf 
furniſhed, —He likewiſe wrote a 
third Novel, entitled Ferdinand 
Count Fathom, which was judged 
greatly inferior to the two for- 
mer; and to this Gentleman alſo 
the Public is obliged for a new 
Pranſlation of Gi Blas, which 
was well received. He alſo made 
a new Tranſlation. of Don Quiæx- 
ote, from the Spaniſh : And, in 
17.52, he ſtruck into a different 
Branch of Literature, and pub- 


liſhed a Tra&t on Bathing and 


Bath Waters,—A bout this Time 
he obtained a Degree as Doctor 
of Phylic,—He reſided at Chelſe2, 
and had fone Practice; but wri- 


SM 
ting was his chief Purſuit.— Hi; 
Hiſtory of England met with ama. 


zing Succeſs ; but this was chiefly 


attributed to the uncommon Arts 


of Publication made uſe of by 
his Bookſeller ; nevertheleſe, 
there is conſiderable Merit in the 
DoRor's Hiſtory ; which, in Point 
of Style, is inferior to none, — 
He alſo unfortunately engaged in 
a periodical Work, entitled The 
Critical Reviewz in Which the 
Acrimony of his Strictures ex- 
poſed him to great Inconveni- 
ences, particularly a Proſecution 
from Admiral Xnoroles; in Con- 
ſequence of which he underwent 
a heavy Fine and Impriſonment 
in the King's Bench. — This ſeems 
to have given him a Diſguſt to- 
wards Criticiſm; and probably 


againſt Authorſhip in general, 


Nevertheleſs, it is ſaid, he en- 
gaged (in the Year 1762) in the 
Political Controverſy relating to 
Lord Bute, and the Oppoſitian 
formed againſt that Miniſter ; and 
that he wrote the periodical Pa- 
per, entitled The Briton, —Hows 
ever, his Health being ſomewhat 
impaired, he dropt that Paper, 
and retired into France, in Hopes 
of receiving Benefit from that 
milder Climate. 

The Doctor had a very agreea- 
ble Vein of Poetry; as appeared 
by ſome little occaſional Pieces, 
particularly The Tears of Scotland, 
printed in a Collection of inge- 
nious Poems, entitled The Union. 
He is Author of two dramatic 
Pieces, viz. : 

1. The Regicide. Trag. print- 

cd in 1749, refuſed by 

Mr. Garrick, and never 
e, 1 

2. The Repriſal, or the Tars of 

Old England. Farce, act- 

ed, with no great Succeſs, 

at the Theatre in Drury 

Lane, 1757. 


SMYTH; 


SO 


SMYTH, James More, Eſq; 
was the Son of Arthur More, 
Eſq; one of the Lords Commiſ- 
Goners of Trade in the-Reign of 

ueen Anne; and his Mother 
was the Daughter of Mr. Smyth, 
who left this his Grandfon an 
handſome Eſtate, upon which 
Account he obtained an Act of 
Parliament to change his Name 
from More to Smyth; and, be- 


ſides this Eſtate at the Death of 


his Grandfather, he had his Place 
of Pay-Maſter to the Band of 
Gentlemen Penſioners, jointly 
with his younger Brother, Ar- 
thur More, Eſqz—He was bred at 
Oxford, and wrote one Comedy, 
called, | 

The Rival Modes, 1726. 
He wrote ſeveral humorous Songs 
and Poems, and, in Conjunction 
with the late Duke of Wharton, 
began a weekly Paper, called 
The Inquiſitor, which ſavoured ſo 
much of Jacobitiſm, that the 
Publiſher thought it too danger- 
ous to print, and it dropt of Courſe, 
He died in the Year 1734.— This 
Gentleman having the Misfor- 
tune to rank with the Enemies 
of Mr, Pope, was honcured with a 
Place in that immortal Satire, 
The Dunciad; in which he is 
damn'd to everlaſting Fame,— 

He is particularly pointed at there, 
as a notorious Plagiary, inflanced 
in a remarkable Story, for which 
the Reader is referred to the 
Notes to the ſecond Book of the 
Dunciad; in that Part which ce- 
lebrates the Foot-Race of the 
Book ſellers, 3 
SoMMER, Mr. — Of this Gen- 
tleman I know nothing farther 
than the finding his Name on 
the Liſt of Authors of the Year 
1740, for one dramatic Piece, 
entitled, : 

OrPHEUS, and EURIDICE. 

Engliſh Opera, 


SO 
Sou THEN, Thomas, — This 
eminent Poet was born in Dub- 
lin, in the Year 1660, and re- 
ceived his Education at the Uni- 
verſity there.—In the 18th Year 
of his Age he quitted {reland, 
and, as his Intention was to pure 
ſue a lucrative Profeſſion, he en- 


tered himſelf in the Middle Tem- 
ple; but the natural Vivacity of 


his Mind overcoming all Conſider. 
ations of Advantage, he quitted 


that State of Life, and entered 


into the more agreeable Service 
of the Muſes. —The firſt drama- 
tic Performance of Mr, Southern, 
was his Perſian Prince, or Loyal 
Brother, acted in the Year 1682, 


This Play was introduced at a 


Time when the Tory - Intereſt 
was triumphant in England, and 
the CharaQer of the Loyal Bro- 
ther was intended to compliment 
James Duke of York, who after- 


wards rewarded the Poet.— His 


next Play was a Comedy, called 
the Diſappointment, or the Mother 
in Faſpion, performed in the Year 
1684. 

After the Acceſſion of King 
James II. to the Throne, when 
the Duke of Monmouth made an 


unfortunate Attempt upon his 


Uncle's Crown, Mr, Southern 
went into the Army, in the Re- 


giment of Foot raiſed by the 


Lord Ferrers, afterwards com- 
manded by the Duke of Berwick ; 
and he had three Commiſſions, 
Viz, Enſign, Lieutenant and Cap- 
tain, under King James, in that 
Regiment. — During the Reign of 


this Prince, in the Vear before 
the Revolution, he wrote a Tra- 


gedy, called the Spartan Dame,— 
This Play was inimitably ated, 
Mr. Booth, Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Cib- 
ber, Mr. Mills, ſen. Mrs, Old- 


Feld, and Mrs. Porter, all per- 
formed in it, in their Height of 
Reputation, and the full Vigour 
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of their Powers. Mr. Southery mic Part. — Mr. Southern died in 
acknowledged, that he received the Year 1746, in the 86th Year 
From the Book-ſeller, as a Price of his Age; the latter Part of 
for this Play, 150 l. which at whick he ſpent in a peaceful Se- 
that Time was very extraordi- renity, having, by his Commiſ- 
nary. — He was the firſt who fion as a Soldier, and the Profits 
raiſed the Advantage of Play- of his dramatic Works, acquired 
writing to 'a ſecor and third a handſome Fortune; and, being 
Night.—Soztbern was induſtrious an exact Oeconomiſt, he im- 
to draw all imaginable Profits proved what Fortune he gained, 
from his poetical Labours.—Dry- to the beſt Advantage: He en- 
den once took Occation to aſk joyed the longeſt Life of all our 
him, how much he got by one of Poets, and died the richeſt of 
his Plays? to which he anſwer- them, a very few excepted, 
ed, that he was really aſhamed to His dramatic Pieces are, 
inform him. — But Mr. Dryden . The Loyal Brother, Trag. 


* 


deing a little importunate to 1682, | 
know, he plainly told him, that 2. The Diſappointment, Com, 
by his laſt Play he cleared ſeven 1684. 

hundred Pounds; which appear - 3. Sir ANTHONY Lovs, or 
ed aſtoniſhing to Dryden, as he the Rambling Lady, Com, 
himſelf had never been able to 1690. : 

acquire more than one hundred 4. The Mites Excuſe, or Cucks 

by his moſt ſucceſsful Pieces. — ' olds make themſelves, Com. 

The Secret is, Southern was not 1692. 

beneath the Drudgery of Sollici- 5. The Mam's laſt Prayer, or 
tation, and often ſold bis Tickets Any Tbing ratber tban fail. 

at a very high Price, by making Com. 1693. > 
Applications to Perſons of Diſ= 6, The Fatal Marriage, or the 
tinction; which, perhaps, Dry- Innocent Adultery, Trag. 


den thought was much beneath 1694. p 
the Dignity of a Poet.—Our Au- 2. Ox No. Trag. 1696, 
thor continued, from Time to 8. The Fate of CATVA. Tr. 


Time, to entertain the Public 1700, 
with his dramatic Pieces, the 9g. The SrARTAN Dame, T. 
. greateſt Part of which met with 1722, : 
the Succeſs they deſerved, 10. Money's the Miſtreſs, Com. 
Of our Author's Comedies, 1725. 


none are in Poſſeſſion of the STAvPLitTON, Sir Robert, was 
Stage, nor perhaps deſerve to be the third Son of Richard Staple» 
ſo; for in that Province he is ton, Eſq; of Carleton in Yorkfhire, 
lefs excellent than in Tragedy.— and was educated a Roman Ca- 
The moſt finiſhed, and the moſt tholic, in the College of the Eng · 
pathetic of his Plays, in the O- % Benedictines, at Doway ; but, 
pinion of the Critics, is his Or00- being born with a poetical Turn, 
. His Fatal Marriage, or and too volatile to be confined 
Innocent Adultery, met with de- within the Walls of a Cloiſter, 
| ferved Succeſs ; the affecting In- he threw off the Reftraint of his 
eidents, and intereſting Tale in Education, quitted a recluſe Life, 
the Tragic Part, fufficiently com- came over to England, and turn- 
Penſate for the low, trifling, Co» ed Proteſtant, -vir Robert _— 
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good Intereſt, the Change of his 
Religion, having prepared the 
Way to Preferment; he was 
made Gentleman-Uſher of the 
privy-Chamber to the Prince of 
Wales, afterwards Charles II. We 
find him afterwards adhering to 
the Intereſt of his Royal Maſ- 
ter; for when his Majeſty was 
diiven out of London, by the 
Threatnings and Tumults of the 
diſcontented, he followed him, 
and, in 1642, he received the 
Honour of Knighthood.— After 
the Battle of Eagebill, when his 
Majeſty was obliged to retire to 
Oxford, our Author then attend- 
ed him, and was created Doctor 
of the Civil Laws,—When the 
Royal Cauſe declined, Stapleton 
thought proper to retire and ap- 
ply himſelf to Study; and, as he 
was not amongſt the moſt con- 
ſpicuous of the Royaliſts, he was 
ſuffered to enjoy his Solitude un- 
moleſted, - At the Reftoration he 
was again promoted in the Ser- 
vice of Charles II. and held a 
Place in that Monarch's Eſteem 
till his Death, —Langbaine ſays, 
that his Writings have made him 
dot only known, but admired, 
throughout all England, and 
while Muſæus and Juvenal are in 
Eſteem with the Learned, Sir 
Robert's Fame will till ſurvive; 
the Tranſlation of theſe two Au- 
thors having placed his Name in 
the Temple of Immortality, —As 
to Muſeus, he had ſo great a Va- 
ive for him, that, after he had 
tranſlated him, he reduced the 
Story into a dramatic Poem, 
called, | 8 
HRO and LX AN DER. Trag. 
printed in 4to. 1669. 
Whether this Play was ever act- 
ed is uncertain, though the Pro- 
logue and Epilogue ſeem to im- 
ply that it appeared on the Stage. 


2 | 
Befides theſe Tranſlations and thir 
Tragedy, our Author wrote 

The S$/ighted Maid. Com. act- 
ed at the Theatre in Lia 
coln"s = Inn- Fields, by the 
Duke of York's Servants, 
1663. | 

STEELE, Sir Richard, was 

born about the Year 1676, in 
Ireland, in which Kingdom one 
Branch of the Family was poſ- 
ſeſſed of a confiderable Eftate in 
the County of Wexford, —His Fa- 
ther, a Counſellor at Law in 
Dublin, was private Secretary to 
James Duke of Ormond, but he 
was of Engliſh Extraction, and 
his Son, while very young, be- 
ing carried to London, he put him 
to School at the Charter-houſe, 
whence he was removed to Mer- 


ton College in Oxford, where he 


was admitted a Poſt-Maſter, in 


1692,-His Inclination and Ge- 


nius being turned to polite Lite- 
rature, he commenced Author 
during his Reſidence in the Uni- 
verſity, and actually finiſhed a 
Comedy; which, however, he 
thought fit to ſuppreſs, as un- 
worthy of his Genius, —Mr. Steele 
was well beloved and reſpected by 
the whole Society, and had a good 
Intereſt with them after he left 
the Univerſity, which he did 
without taking any Degree, in 
the full Reſolution to enter into 
the Army,—This Step was high- 
ly diſpleaſing to his Friends; but 
the Ardor of his Paſſion for a 
military Life, rendered him deaf 
to any other Propoſal. Not be- 
ing able to procure a better Sta- 
tion, he entered as a private Gen · 
tleman in the Horſe- Guards, not- 
withſtanding he thereby loſt the 


Succeſſion to his Iriſb Eſtate.— 


However, as he had a Flow of 
Good -Nature, a generous Open- 
neſs and Frankneſs of Spirit, and 

1844 a ſparks 


——_— 


2 ſparkling Vivacity of Wit,— 
theſe Qualities rendered him the 
Delight of the Soldiery, and pro- 


cured him an Enſign's Commilſ- 


fion in the Guards.—In the mean 
Time, as he had made Choice of 
a Profeſſion, which ſet him free 
from all the ordinary Reſtraints 
in Youth, he ſpared not to in- 
dulge his Inclinations in the 
wildeſt Exceſſes.— Vet his Gaie- 
ties and Revels did not paſs with- 
'out ſome cool Hours of Reflec- 


tion, and in theſe it was that he 


drew up his little Treatiſe, en- 
titled The Chriſtian Hero, with a 
Deſign, if we may believe him- 
ſelf, to be a Check upon his Paſ- 
fions,——-For this Uſe and Purpoſe 
it had lain ſome Time by him, 
when he printed it in 1701, with 
2 Dedication to Lord Cutts, who 
had not only appointed him his 
private Secretary, but procured 
for him a Company in Lord Lu- 
cas's Regiment of Fuſiliers.— The 
whole Plan and Tenour of our 
Author's Book was ſuch. a flat 
Contradiftion to the general 
Courſe of his Life, that it be- 
came a Subject of much Mirth 
and Raillery: But theſe Shafts 
had no Effect; he perſevered in- 
- . variably in the ſame Contradic- 
tion, and, though he had no 
Power to change his Heart, yet 
his Pen was never proſtituted to 


his Follies. Under the Influence 


of that good Senſe, he wrote his 
Comedy, called, 15 
The Funeral. =P | 
This Play procured him the Re- 
-gard of King William, who re- 
ſolved to give him ſome eſſential 
Marks of his Favour ; and tho), 
upon that Prince's Death, his 
Hopes were diſappointed, yet, in 
the Beginning of Queen Anne's 
Reign, he was appointed to the 
profitable Place of Gazetteer, — 


He owed this Poſt to the Friend- 


* 


FT 


ſhip of Lord Halifax and the Earl 
of Sunderland, to whom he had 
been recommended by his School- 
Fellow Mr, Addiſon. — That Gen. 


'tleman alſo lent him an helping 


Hand in promoting the Comedy, 


called The Tender Hufband, which 


was acted in 1704, with great 
Succeſs. —But his next Play, The 
Lying Lover, found a very dif- 
ferent Fate. Upon this Rebuff 
from the Stage, he turned the 
ſame humorous Current into an- 
other Channel; and, early in the 
Year 1709, he began to publiſh 


The Tatler; which admirable Pa- 


per was undertaken in Concert 
with Dr. Swift —His Reputation 
was perfectly eſtabliſhed by this 
Work ; and, during the Courſe 
of it, he was made a Commiſ- 
fioner of the Stamp-Duties, in 
1710,—Upon the Change of the 
Miniſtry the fame Year, he ſided 
with the Duke of Marlborough, 


who had ſeveral Years entertain- 


ed a- Friendſhip for him; and, 


upon his Grace's Diſmiſſion from 
all Employments, in 1711, Mr, 
Steele addreſſed a Letter of Thanks 
to him for the Services done to 
his Country.—However, as our 
Author ſtill continued to hold his 


Place in the Stamp- Office under 


the new Adminiſtration, he for- 
bore entering with his Pen upon 
political Subjects. — But, adhe- 
ring more cloſely to Mr. N 
he dropt the Tatler; and after- 
wards, by the Aſſiſtance chiefly 
of that ſteady Friend, he carried 
on the ſame Plan, under the Ti- 


tle of The Spectatar.— The Suc- | 


ceſs of this Paper was equal to 


that of the former, which en- 


couraged him, before the Cloſe 
of it, to proceed upon the ſame 
Deſign in the Character of he 
Guardian, This was opened in 
the Beginning of the Year 1713, 
and was laid down in _ _ 
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fame Year, —But, in the Courſe 
of it, his Thoughts took a ſtronger 
Turn to Politics; he engaged 


with great Warmth againſt the 


Miniſtry, and, being determined 
to proſecute his Views that Way, 
by procuring a Seat in the Houſe 


of Commons, he immediately re- 


moved all Obſtacles thereto.—For 
that Purpoſe, he took Care to 
prevent a forcible Diſmiſſion from 
bis Poſt in the Stamp Office, by 
a timely Reſignation of it to the 
Earl of Oxford ; and, at the ſame 
Time, gave up a Penſion, which 
had been, till this Time, paid 
him by the Queen, as a Servant 
to the late Prince George of Den- 
mark, — This done, he wrote the 
famous Guardian upon the De- 
molition of Dunkirk, which was 
publiſhed Aug. 7, 1713 ; and the 
Parliament being diſſolved the 
next Day, the Guardian was ſoon 
followed by ſeveral other warm 
political Tracts againſt the Ad- 
miniſtration.— Upon the Meeting 
of the new Parliament, Mr. Steele 
having been returned a Member 
for the Borough of Stockbridge in 


Derſetſhire, took his Seat accor -- 


dingly in the Houſe of Commons, 
but was expelled thence in a few 
Days after, for writing ſeveral ſe- 
ditious and ſcandalous Libels, as 
he had been indeed forewarned 


by the Author of a periodical Pa- 


per, called The Examiner. —Pre- 
ſently after his Expulſion, he pub- 
lihed Propoſals for writing the 
Hiſtory of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, —At the ſame Time he 
alſo wrote The Spinſter; and, in 
Oppoſition to The Examiner, he 
ſet up. a Paper called The Reader, 
and continued publiſhing ſeveral 
other Things in the ſame Spi- 
rit, *till the Death of the Queen. 
Immediately after which, as a 
Reward for theſe Services, he was 
taken into Favour by her Suc- 
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ceſſor to the Throne, King 
George I. and appointed Surveyor 
to the Royal Stables of Hampton- 
Court, and put into the Commiſ- 
ſion of the Peace in the County | 

of Middleſex; and, having pro- 
cured a Licence for chief Mana- 

ger of the Royal Company of Co- 
medians, he eaſily obtained it to 
be changed the ſame Year, 1714, 
into a Patent from his Majeſty, 
appointing him Governor of the 
ſaid Company during his Life ; 


and to his Executors, Adminiſ- 


trators, or Aſſigns, for the Space 
of three Years afterwards.— He 
was alſo choſen one of the Re- 
preſentatives for Boroughbridge in 
Yorkſhure, in the firſt Parliament 


of that King, who conferred the 


Honour of Knighthood upon aw | 
April 28, 1715, and, in Augu 

following, he received five hun- 
dred Pounds from Sir Robers Mal- 
pole, for ſpecial Services, =Thus 


highly encouraged, he triumphed - 


over his Opponents in ſeveral 
Pamphlets wrote in this and the 
following Year, In 1717, he was 
appointed one of the Commiſ- 
ſioners for enquiring into the Eſ- 
tates forfeited by the late Rebel - 
lian in Scotland. This carried 
him into that Part of the united 
Kingdom, where, how unwel-, 
come a Gueſt ſoever he might be 
to the Generality, yet he receiv - 
ed from ſeveral of the Nobility 
and Gentry, the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing Marks of Reſpe&.—In 1718, 
he buried his ſecond Wife, who. 
had brought him a handſome 
Fortune, and a good Eftate in 
Wales ; but neither chat, ner the 
ample Additions lately made to 
his Income, were ſufficient to 
anſwer his Demands. —-— The 
thoughtleſs Vivacity of his Spirit 
often reduced him to little Shifis 
of Wit for its Suppart; and the 
Project of the Fiſb pool this Year, 

[Gg2] © owed 


rrageou 


T 
owed its Birth chiefly to the Pro- 
jector's Neceflities, — The fol- 
towing Year he oppoſed the re- 
markabie Peerage Bill in the 
Houſe of Commons, and, during 
the Courſe of this Oppoſition to 
the Court, his Licence for acting 
Plays was revoked, and his Pa- 
tent rendered ineffectual, at the 
Inſtance of the Lord Chamber- 
lain.— He did his utmoſt to pre- 
vent ſo great a Loſs, and, finding 
every direct Avenue of Approach 
to his Royal Maſter effectually 
barred againſt him by his pow- 
erful Adverſary, he had Recourſe 
to the Method of applying to the 
Public, in Hopes that his Com- 
plaints would reach the Ear of 


his Sovereign, though in an in- 


direct Courſe, by that Canal. 
In this Spirit he formed the Plan 
of a periodical Paper, to be pub- 
liſhed twice a Week, under the 
Title of tbe Thearre ; the firſt 
Number of which came out on 
the 2d of January 1719-20, —In 
the mean Time, the Misfortun: 
of being out of Favour at Court, 


like other Misfortunes, drew af- 


ter it a Train of more.— During 
the Courſe of this Paper, in which 


he had aſſumed the feigned Name 


of ws Pao Edgar, he was. out- 
y attacked by Mr, Dennis, 

the noted Critic, in a very abu- 
Be Pamphlet, entitled The Cha- 
racer and Conduct of Sir Fobn Eg- 
gar.—To this Infult our Author 
made a proper Reply in The 
Meatre. . 
While he was ſtruggling, with 
all his Might, to fave himſelf 
from Ruin, he found Time to 
turn his Pen againſt the miſ- 
chierous South - Sea Scheme, 
which had nearly brought the 
Nation to Ruin, in 1720,—And 
the next Year he was reſtored to 
his Office and Authority in the 
_ Phay-houſe in Drury-Lane.— Of. 


S T 
this it was not Jong before he 


made an additional Advantage, 
by bringing his celebrated Co- 


medy, called the Conſcious Lovers, 


upon that Stage, where it was 
acted with prodigious Succeſs ; 
ſo that the- Receipr there muſt 
have been very conſiderable, be- 


ſides the Profits accruing by the 


Sale of the Copy, and a Purſe of 
five hundred Pounds given to him 
by the King, to whom he dedi- 
cated it,—Yet, notwithſtanding 
theſe ample Recruits, about the 
Year following, being reduced 
to the utmoſt Extremity, he ſold 
his Share in the Play-Houſe, and 
ſoon after commenced a Law-Suit 
with the Managers, which in 
1726, was determined to his Diſ- 
advantage -—Having now again, 
for the laſt Time, brought his 
Fortune, by the moſt heedleſs 
Profuſion, into a deſperate Con- 
dition, he was rendered altoge- 
ther incapable of retrieving the 
Loſs, by 3 ſeized with a pa- 
ralytic Diſorder, which greatly 
impaired his Underftanding,—In 
theſe unhappy Circumſtances, he 
retired to his Seat at Languanor 
near Caermartben in Wales; where 
he paid the laſt Debt to Nature, 
on the 2" of September, 1729, 
and was privately interr'd, accor- 
ding to his own Defire, in the 
Church of Caermartben.— Among 
his Papers were found the Ma- 
nuſcripts of two Plays; one called 
the Gentleman, founded upon tbe 
Eunuch of Terence; and the other 


entitled zbe School of Action, doth 


nearly finiſhed. 

Of three Children which Sir 
Richard had by his ſecond Wife, 
Elizabeth, being the only one 
then living, was married young, 
in 1731, to the honourable Fob! 
Trevor, then one of the Yb 
Judges, and now Baron Trevor of 
Brembam. Sir Richard was 4 


Man 


as. 


8 
Man of undiſſembled and exten- 
five Benevolence, a Friend to the 
Friendleſs, and, as far as his Cir- 


cumſtances would permit, the 
Father of every Orphan. — His 


Works are chaſte and manly.— 


He was a Stranger to the moſt 


diſtant Appearance of Envy or 
Malevolence, never jealous of any 
Man's growing Reputation, and 


ſo far from arrogating any Praiſe 
to himſelf ,from his Conjunction 
with Mr. Addiſon, that he was 
the firſt who defired him to. diſ- 


tinguiſh his Papers. —His greateſt 


Error was Want of Oeconomy, 
However, he was certainly the 
moſt agreeable, and (if we may 
be allowed the Expreſſion) the 
moſt innocent Rake, that ever 
trod the Rounds of Indulgence, 
STEPHENS, Mr, Fobn, lived 
in the Reign of James II. was a 
Member of the Honourable Soci- 
ety of Lincoln's-Inn, and Author 
of one dramatic Piece, entitled, 
CYNTHIA's Revenge. Trag. 
STEPHENS, Capt, Fohn,—To 


this Gentleman, who was alſo 


Anthor of a DiQtionary of the 
Spanſ> and Engliſo Languages, 
publiſhed in the Reign of King 
Ceorge I. Coxetty has aſcribed one 
dramatic Piece, either tranflated 
or borrowed from the Spaniſh, 
but which I do not £nd taken No- 
tice of any where elſe, — The L1- 
tle of which is, 
An Erwening's Intrigue. 
Whether this Piece wes ever act 


ed, or when it was publiſued, are 


Circumſtances we are not ac- 
quainted with,—The Author died 
in Now, 1726. 

STERLULING, Rev, Mr.—This 
Gentleman was a Native of Tre/and, 
and, indulging his Paſſion for the 
Tragic Muſe, has obliged the 
World with two Plays, entitled, 

1. Parricide, Trag. 

2, Rival Generals, Trag. 
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STEVENS, Mr, George Alex - 


ander, — This Gentleman, who is 


ſtill living, and is well known 


both as an Actor and Author, 
but ſtill more ſo as a Boon Com- 
panion, was born in Jreland,— 
Inclination or Neceſſity, and pro- 
bably both, led him early to the 
Stage, in which Proſeſſion he 
paſſed ſome Years in itinerant 
Companies, particularly in that 
whoſe principal Station is at Lin- 
coln, till at length he ſeems to 
have fixed his Reſidence in Lon- 
don, where he is cſtabliſhed by an 
Engagement at the Theatre Royat 
in Drury-Lane.— As a Compa- 
nion, he is chearful, humorous 
and entertaining; particularly af- 
ter the Manner of his Predeceſſor 
Tom D'Urfey, by his Singing, 
with much Drollery and Spirit, 


a Variety of Songs of his own. 


Writing, many of which are not 
only poſſeſſed of great Humour, 
but true Wit, a happy Manner of 
Expreſſion, and an Originality 
of Fancy, not often exceed- 
ed by Authors i that Walk 
of Poetry. He has, indeed, 
been ſometimes condemned, 

and that not entirely without 
Cauſe, for having run into too 
great a Degree of Libertiniſm in 
his little Sallies of this K ind.— 
Mr, Stevens, 13 alſo An hor of 
a Novel in two Volumes, entitled 
the Alventures of Tom Fool, and 


has alſo of late been concerned in 


feveral literary Productions of the 


periodical Kind, vig. Eſſays in 

the Public J. efiger, e of the 
Magazines, &c. in which he gives 
Proof of a conſiderable Share both 
of Humour and Genius.—His 
Claim to a Place in this Work is 
his having been Author of one 
Piece, never acted, nor I believe 
intended for the Stage, but writ- 
ten after the -Manner, and with 
the ſame Defign, of Tom Th: mb, 
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Chrononbotontbologos, &c. — It is | 


entitled, 


Diftreſs upon Diſfireſs. Burleſque 


Trag. printed about the 
Year 1749, at Dublin, 
and reprinted by the Book- 
ſellers in London. 
STEVENS, Jobn.— This Per- 
fon was by Profeſſion a Book - 
ſeller, but, failing in Buſineſs, 
applied for Subſiſtence to the col- 
lecting together any Materials he 
could meet with of the poetical 
Productions of his Acquaintance, 
and printing them for his own 
Advantage, ſometimes at his own, 
and ſometimes without any Men- 
tion of the Authors, but more 
frequently making Uſe of their 
Names for a Sanction to Pieces 
which he put forth without their 
Conſent, and, indeed, to their 
Prejudice, being generally print- 
ed from ſpurious and incorre& 
_ Copies, which he had by ſome 
clandeſtine Means or other pro- 


cur'd,—Among other of his Pub- 


lications is ene dramatic Piece, 
for which he took Subſcription 
in his own Name; but, indif- 
ferent as it is, I am much in 
Doubt as to its being his own, 
It is entitled, : : 
The Modern Wife, Com. 1745. 
STIRLING, William Alixan- 
ger, Earl of, —The Family of 
this North Brit:/þ Bard was ori- 
ginally a Branch of the Macdo- 
aalds. —»— Alexander Macdonald, 
their Anceſtor; obtained from the 


Faniily of Argyle a Grant of the 


Lands of Menſtry, in Clacmanan- 

ire, where they fixed their Re- 
| {:gence, and took their Sirnames 
from the Chriſtian Name of their 
 Prececefior. — Our Author was 
born in the Reign of Queen Eli. 
taberh, and, during the Minority 
of Famcs VI. of Scotland, he gave 
early Specimens of a riſing Ge- 
mis, and much improved the fine 


i 4 
Parts he had from Nature, by a 
very polite and extenſive Educa- 
tion,—He firſt travelled abroad 
as Tutor to the Earl of Argyle, 
and, after his Return, being hap- 
py in ſo great a Patron as the 
Earl, he was careſſed by Perſons 
of the firſt Faſhion, while he yet 
moved in the Sphere of a private 
Gentleman, — Mr. Alexander , 
having a ſtrong Propenſity to Po- 
etry, declined entering upon any 
public Employment for ſome: 
Years, and dedicated all his Time 
to the Study of the ancient Poets, 
upon whom he formed his Taſte. 
Although King James had but 
few regal Qualities, yet he cer- 
tainly was an Encourager of learn- 
ed Men. —Accordingly, be ſoon 


took Mr. Alexander into his Fa- 


vour, and accepted the Poems, 
our Author preſented him, with 
the moſt condeſcending Marks of 
Eſteem.—In the Year 1614, he 
created him a Knight, and gave 
him the Place of Maſter of the 
Requeſts. Charles I. alſo beftow- 
ed on him great Marks of the 
Royal Favour, and made him Se- 
cretary of State for the Scorch 
Affairs, in Place of the Earl of 
Haddington, and a Peer, by the 
Title of Viſcount Stirling; ſoon 
after which he raiſed him to 
the Dignity of an Earl, by Let- 
ters Patent, dated June 14, 1633, 
upon the Solemnity of his Ma- 


jeſty's Coronation, at the Palace 


of Ho!\-Rood- Houſe in Edinburgh. . 
His Lordſhip enjoyed the Place of 
Secretary with the moſt unble- 
miſhed Reputation, for the Space 
of fifteen Years, even to his 
Death, which happened on the 
12th of February, 1640. 

His Lordſhip's dramatic Pieces 


ae, 
1. The ALEXANDRIAN Tra- 
gedie. 
2. CRASUs. Trag. 


3. Da- 


v 


ST 
Trag. 
4. Jurivs CASAR. | 
Theſe Plays ate printed in Fol. 
1599, 1629. — They are rather 
Hiſtorical Dialogues than dra- 


2. DARlus. 
Trag. 


matic Performances, 
written in alternate Verſe. 

STRODE, The Rev. Dr. Wil- 
liam.— This Gentleman was only 
Son of Philip Strode, Eſq; ſome- 
time living near Plimpton, and 
Grandſon to Sir Richard Strode, 
of Newinbam in Devonſhire, in 
which County he was born to- 
wards the End of Queen Eliæa- 
beth's Reign, and, at nineteen 
Years of Age, was admitted to 
his Degree of Arts in CBriſt Church 
College, Oxford, into which he 
had been received a Student from 
Weftmirfler School, —He took ho- 
ly Orders, and hecame a florid 
and celebrated Preacher 'in the 
Univerſity. — In 1629, he was 
choſen public Orator of the U- 
niverfity, being then one of the 
Proctors of it; and two Veafs af- 
ter was admitted to the Regding 
of the Sentencęs.— In 1637, he 
was inſtalled Canon of (brit 
Church, and in the ſame Month 
created Doctor in Divinity. 

Dr, Strode died of a middle 
Age, having only attaingd his 
45th Year, on the 10th of March 
1644, and was buried in the Di- 


vinity Chapel belorging to the 


Cathedral Church of Chi Church, 
Oxon, —He was a good Freacher, 
an exquiſite Orator, an eminent 


Poet, and indeed, in the general, 


a Perſon of great Party, tho', as 
Wood obſerves, not equal to thoſe 
of William Carttwright, of whom 
fee an Account beforg,—He pub- 
liſhed many Sermons, Speeches, 
Orations, Epiſtles and Poems, 
but has left behind him no more 
than one Attempt in the drama- 
tic Way, which is entitled, 
The Flaating and. Tr.-Com. 


and are 


8 v 
vod has given us the Title of it 


as follows, | | 
Paſſions calmed, or the ſettling ef 


the Fleating Iand. 

STupLyY, Mr. Jobn,—Of this 
Gentleman I can find no farther 
Mention made by any of the 
Writers, than that he ſtood in 
high Eſtimation as a Poet in the 
Reign of Queen Elixabetb, and 
that he received his Education at 
Trinity College, Cambridge —Al1l 
the Connection he has with dra- 
matic Hiſtory, is his having tranſ- 


| lated the fourth, ſeventh, eighth. 
and tenth Tragedies of Seneca, 
12. 


vi 
1. AGAMEMNON, 
2. HzexcvLes Oß rus. 
3. HI roTIrus. 
4. MEDEA, 


Srux uv, Mr. wrote three 


Plays, all of which ſeem to have 
met with Succeſs.— Their reſpec- 
tive Titles are, 

1. The Compromiſe, Com. 

2. Love and Duty, Trag. 


3. SxSsOSTIS. Trag. Vid. 


Vol. I. Ar PENDIxX. 


SUCKLING, Sir Jabs, was 


Son of Sir Jobn Suckling, Comp- 
troller of the Houſhold to King 
Charles I. and was born in the 
Year 1614.—He cultivated Mu- 
fic and Poetry, and excelled in 
both; for, though he had a Vi- 
vacity and Sprightlineſs in his 
Nature, which would not ſuffer 
his Attention to be long confined 
to any Thing, yet he was made 
ample Amends for this ly 
Strength of Genius and Quick- 
neſs of Apprehenfion.—-In bis 
Youth he travelled into foreign 


Countries, and became a meſt 


accompliſhed Gentleman, — He 
was allowed to have the peculiar 
Happineſs of making every Thing 
he did become him.— Vet he 
was not ſo devoted to Wit, Gal- 


lantry, and the Muſes, as to be 


wholly 
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wholly a Stranger to the Camp. 


In his Travels he made a Cam- 


paign under the great Guſtavus 
Adolpbus, where he was preſent 


at three Battles, five Sieges, and 
ſeveral Skirmiſhes; and, if his 
and, at his Return, procured a 


Valour was not ſo remarkable, 
fays Mr. Langbaine, in the Be- 
ginning of our Civil Wars, yet 
his Loyalty was exceedingly ſo; 
for, after h's Return to his Coun- 
try, he raiſed a Troop of Horſe, 
for the King's Service entirely at 
his own Charge, and ſo richly 


and compleatly mounted, that it 


is ſaid to have coſt him 12000 l. 


But theſe Troops and their Lea- 
der diſtinguiſhed themſelves only 


by their Finery, for they did no- 
thing for the King's Service, 


- which Sir John laid very much 


to Heart, —He died of a Fever, 
at twenty-eight Years of Age.— 


The Advantages of Birth, Per- 


ſon, Education, Parts and For- 
tune, with which this Gentleman 
ſet out in the World, had raiſed 


the Expectations of Mankind:to 


a' prodigious Height; and, per- 
haps, his dying ſo young was 
de ter for his Fame, than if he 


bad lived longer. — He was a 


fprightly Wit and a courtly Wri- 
ter, as Dryden ſomewhere calls 


Aim; but certainly not a great 


Genius, as ſome have affected to 


repreſent him; a polite and eaſy 
Verfifier, but not a Poet.-—H:is. 
Works conſiſt of a few Poems, 
Letters, &c. and four +Plays,— 


Theſe laſt are, 
1. Ac Aux A. Tragi- Com. 
2. The Goblins. Tragi-Com. 
3. Bx EN NOR AT, or the Diſ- 
contented Colonel. Trag. 
Trag. left 
unfiniſhed. 
His Poems, Plays, Speeches, 
Trafts and Letters, are all col- 
lected into one Volume, in 8 vo. 
1209. | 
22 Owen, a Gentleman 


3: © 
born in Ireland, and formerly « 
Manager of Drury-Lane Theatre, 
and afterwards of the Queen's 
Theatre in the Haymarket. 
After leaving that Office he re- 
ſided in Italy ſeveral Years, 


Place in the Cuftom - Houſe, — 
He wrote, or rather tranſlated 
from Moliere, one Play, called 
The Quacłs, or Love's the Phy- 
fan. Com. 1710, 
SwIN HO E, Gilbert, Eſq; a 
Native of Northumberland, lived 
in the Reigns of King Charles I, 


and King Charles II. and, during 


the Uſurpation, publiſhed one 
Play, entitled, - : 
The Unhappy Fatr IRENE, 
„ | 
SYDNEY, Sir Philip, the Mar- 
cellus of the Engliſp Nation, was 


born at Penfburſt in Kent in 1554. 


His Father \was Sir Henry Syd- 


ney, Bart and his Mother was 


Mary, Daughter to Y Dudley, 


Duke of Northumberland, He was 
educated at Oxford, where he con- 
tinued til! ſeventeen Years of 
Age, when he ſet out on the Tour 
of Europe, and at Paris narrowly 


eſcapad the horrid Maſſacre in 


1572,, by taking Shelter in the 
Houſe of the Zng// Ambaſſador, 
Queen, El:zab-th ſo highly prized 
his Merit and Abilities, that ſhe 
ſent him Ambaſſador to Yienna, 
and tar ſeveral other Courts in 
Germany; and, when the Fame 
of his Valour became fo exten- 
five, that he was put in Election 
for the Crown of Poland, ſhe re- 
fuſed to further his Advance- 
ment; Jeſt ſhe ſhovld loſe the 
brighteſt Jewel of her Crown,— 
The Brevity we are confined 
to in} this Work, will not per- 
mit us to enlarge on the Tranſ- 
actions of his Life. — We ſhall 
therefore only add, that he was 


killed at the Battle of Zutphen, 


in 1586, while he was mounting 
| the 


T-A' 


the third Horſe, having before 


had two killed under him.,—Be- 


fide his other Works, he wrote 
one dramatie Piece, which is print- 
ed with his Poems, and called, 
The Lady of May. Maſque, 
preſented to Queen £E/7- 
zabeth, in the Gardens of 
Wanſtead in Eſſex, 


T. 


ATE, Nabum, was born in 


Treland, and there educated. 
He was, as Mr, Pope obſerves in 
the Notes to his Danciad, a cold 
Writer, of no Invention , but 
tranſlated tolerably, when be- 
friended by Dryden, with whom 
he ſometimes wrote in Con- 
junction. He ſucceeded Dry- 
den as Poet - Laureat, and was 
concerned with Brady in a new 
Verſion of the Pſalms, —He died 
in 1716, and was interred in St. 
George's Church, Sura. 
His dramatic Pieces are, 


1. BavrTus of ALBA. Opera, 


1678. 


3. The Loyal General. Trag. 


1680. 
RI cHARD III. or the Sicr- 
han Uſurper, Hiſt, Play, 
| 168 1. 
4. The Ingratitude of a Common- 
| evealth, or the Fall of Co- 
 RIOLANUS, 1682, 
5. Cuckold's Haven, or an Al- 
derman no Conjuror, Farce, 
1685. 3 
6. A Duke and no Duke, Farce, 
i685. taken from Coc- 
tain's Trappolin. 
7. The and Princeſs, Tragi- 
Com. 1687, | 
8. King Lx AR, altered fro 
, Shakeſpeare. 
9. Injured Love, or the Cuel 
: Haſband, Trag, 


T H 
TaTEZRAM, Fohn, City-Poet 
in the Reign of Charles I, wrote 
four Plays, wiz. x 
1. The Diftra#ed State, Trag. 
I 6 51. | 5 5 
2. ScoTs Vagaries, or a Knot 


of Knaves, Com. 1652. 
3. Love crowns the End, Tr,- 
Com. 1657. | 
4+ The Rump, or the Mirror 
of the late Times, Com. 
16671, | 
TAVERNER, William, the Son 


of Mr. Feremiah Taverner, a Por- 


trait - Painter, was bred to the 
Civil-Law, which he practiſed in 
Doctor's Commons, Having a Turn 
for dramatic Poetry, he wrote, 
1. The Faithful Bride of GA a» 
NADA. Com. 1711. 


2. The Maid the Miſtreſs. C. 


999, 
3. The Female Advocates, or 
the Stock-Fobbers, Com, 


1714. 
mit. Com. 
i 7 EE 
6. "Tis well if it talen Com, 


1716. 


1720. i Ts 
Tarren, Robert, wrote one 


The Hag bas tf hi Pearl, 


Com. 1611,—Sce the Ace 
count of this Play in our 
firſt Volume. 


Tu xrog At D, Mr. Lewis, — 


This Author, who was born at 


Sittingborne in Kent, was the Son 
of Mr. Theobald, an Attorney of 


that Town, and was bred to his 


Father's Buſineſs.— He was con- 
cerned in a Paper, called The 


Cenſor, and publiſhed an Edition 
of all Shakeſpeare's Plays, which 
is ſtill in great Eſteem ; being in 
general prefered to thoſe Editions 
publiſhed by Pope, Warburton , 
and Hanmer, —His own dramatic 
Pieces are, FED 
1. The 


— —— A —ñ——᷑ 


1H 


1. The PERSIAN Princeſs, or 

the Royal Villain. 

- 3707. . a 
2. ELT TIA. Trag. tranſ- 

| Jated from the Greek of 

| Sopbecles, with Notes, 
1714. | 

3. Oxpir us, King of Thebes, 
Trag. tranflated from So- 
Pboclet, with Notes, 1715. 

4. Prurus, or the World's 
aol. Com. tranſlated 
from the Greek of Ariſto- 
Pbanes, with Notes, 1715. 
The Clouds, Com, tranſ- 
lated from Ariſtophanes, 

with Notes, 1715. 


: 1716, 3 
7. PAN and SYRINx, Opera, 
171 . | | 
The Tragedy of King Rien- 
: wy II. altered from 
82 eſpeare, 171 „ f 
? . Double Fallberd,” T 1729. 
Tnourson, Mr. Thomas,— 
All we can fay of this Author is, 
that he publiſhed the two fol- 
lowing Play, 
2. The Exer Is R Rogue. C. 
1668. 


1571. | | 
Tuonson, Mr. — was 
born in 1700, at , in the 
Shire of Roxburgh, in Scotland. 
His Father was Miniſter of Ed - 
nam, and was highly reſpected for 


his Piety and Diligence in the 


paſtoral Duty. — At this Time the 
Study of Poetry was become ge- 
neral in Scotland, the beſt Engliſb 


Authors being univerſally read, 


and Imitations of them attempt- 


ed. Temſon's Genius led him 


this Way, and he ſoon relin- 
qui ſhed his Views .of engaging 
in the ſacred Function; nor had 
he any Proſpect of being other - 


wiſe provided for in Scotland, 


where the firſt Fruits of his Ge- 


The Perfidious Brother, T. 


proper C 
| . | Expectations 
2. Mother Sur row. Com. 


TH 
nius were not ſo favourably re. 
ceived. as they deſerved to be. 


| Hereupon he repaired to London, 


where Works of Genius ſeldom 
fail of meeting with a candid. 
Reception and due Encourage. 
ment. — Nor were the Hopes 
which Mr. Thomſon had conceiv- 
ed, from. his Journey to the Ca- 
pital, in the leaſt diſappointed.— 
The Reception he met with, 


wherever he was introduced, em- 


boldened him to riſque the Pub- 
lication of his excellent Poem on 
Winter, —This Piece was pub- 
liſhed in 1726; and, from the 
univerſal Applauſe it met with, 
Mr. Themſon's Acquaintance was 
courted by\ People of the firſt. 
Taſte and Faſhion. —But the chief 
Advantage which it procured. 
him, was the Acquaintance of 
Dr. Rundle, afterward Biſhop of 
Derry, who introduced him to 
the late Lord Chancellor Talbot; 
and ſome Years after, when the, 
eldeſt Sen of tbat Nobleman was 


to make his Tour of Travelling, 


Mr. Thomſon was choſen as a 
01 ion for him. — The 
| which his Winter 
had raiſed, were fully ſatisfied by 
the ſueceſſive Publications of the 
other Seaſons: Of Summer, in 
the Year 1727; of Spring, in 
the following Year; and of Au- 


' fumn ; in a Quarto Edition of his 
Works, in 1730. — Beſide the 


Seaſons, and his Tragedy of So- 
phoniſba, written and acted with 


Applauſe in the Year 1729, he 


had, in 1727, publiſhed his Poem 
to the Memory of Sir Iſaac Ner- 
ton, with an Account of his 
chief Diſcoveries ; in which he 
was aſſiſted by his Frignd Mr. 
Gray, a Gentleman' well verſed 
in the Newtonian Philoſophy.— 
That ſame Year the Reſentment 
of our Merchants, for the Inter- 


ruption of their Trade by the 


& pantards 


1 

Spaniards in America, running 
very high, Mr, Thomſon zealouſly 
took part in it, and wrote his 

ſpirited and public-ſpirited Bri- 
tannia, to rouſe the Nation to 
Revenge. 

With the Hon. Mr. Charles 
Talbot, our Author viſited moſt 
of the Courts in Europe, and re- 


turned with his Views greatly 


enlarged ; not of exterior Nature 
only, and the Works of Art, but 
of human Life and Manners, and 
of the Conſtitution and Policy of 
the ſeveral States, their Connec- 
tions, and their religious Inſtitu- 
tions. How particular and judi- 
cious his Obſervations were, we 
ſee in his Poem on LIEBER T, 
begun ſoon after his Return to 
England. We ſee, at the ſame 
Time, to what a high Pitch- his 
Care of his Country was raiſed, 
by the Compariſons he bad all 
along been making of our happy 
Government with thoſe of other 
Nations,—To inſpire his Fellow 


Subjects with the like Senti- 


ments, and ſhew them by what 
Means the precious Freedom we 
enjoy may be preſerved, and how 
it may be abuſed or loſt, he em- 
ployed two Vears in compoſing 
.that noble Work ; upon which 
' he-valued himſelf more than up- 
on all his other Writings:—On 
his Return to England with Mr. 
Talbot (who ſoon after died) the 
Chancellor made him his Secre- 
tary of Briefs; a Place of little 
Attendance, ſuiting his retired 
indolent Way of Life, and equal 
to all, his Wants. — This Place 


fell when Death, not leng after, 


deprived him of his noble Patron, 
and he then found himſelf re- 
duced to a State of precarious De- 
pendance, in which he paſſed the 
Remainder of his Life; except - 
ing only the two laſt Vears of it, 
during which he enjoyed the 


"+ 
Place of Surveyor-General of the 
Leeward -Hlands, procured for him 
by Lord Lyttleton.— His Genius, 
however, could not be ſuppreſſed 
by any Reverſe of Fortune, —He 
reſumed his uſual Chearfulneſs, 


"and never abated one Article in 


his Way of living ; which, tho? 
fimple, was genial and elegant, 
The Profits ariſing from his 
Works were not inconſiderable; 


his Tragedy of Agameninon, acted 


in 1738, yielded a good Sum,— 


But his chief Dependance was 


upon the late Prince of Wales, 


who ſettled on him a bandſome 
Allowance, and honoured him 
with many Marks of particular 


Favour, — Notwithſtanding this, 
however, he was refuſed a Licence 
for his Tragedy of Edward and 
Eleanora, which he had prepared 


for the Stage in the Year 1739. 


Mr. Thomſen's next Perform- 
ance was the Maſque of Alfred, - 
written jointly with Mr. Mallet, 
by the Command of the Prince 
'of Wales, for the Entertainment 
of his Royal Highneſs's Court, 


at Clifden, his Summer Reſidence, 


in the Year 1740.— Mr. Thom- 
fon's Poem, entitled the Caſtle of 
Indolence, was his laſt Work pub- 
liſhed by himſelf; his Tragedy of 
Coriolanus being only prepared for 
the Theatre, when a fatal Acci- 
dent robbed the World of one of 


the beſt of Men and beſt of Poets. 


He would commonly walk the 
Diſtance between London and Ricb- 
mond, (where he lived) with an 
Acquaintance that offered, wit 


whom he might chat, and reſt 


himſelf, or perhaps dine by the 
Way.—One Summer Evening, 
being alone, in his Walk from 
Town to Hammerſmith, he had 
over-heated himſelf, and, in that 


Condition, imprudently took a 


Boat to carry him to Kew ; ap- 
prehending no bad Conſequence 
from 


1 Kabi Works in Quarts 3 
; c 1 5 Millar 5 the Bookſeller, who 


T H 


| From the chill Air on the Riyer, | 
which bis Walk by: big Zhouk Houſe, < 


towards the upper 
Lane, had —8 


fo ſeised him, that the next Day 
He found himſelf in a high Fe- 
ver. This, however, by the Uſe 

of proper Medicines, was re- 
moved, ſo that he was thought 


to be out of Danger; till the fine 
Weather having tempted him to 
expoſe himſelf once more to the 


Evening Dews, his Fever return- 


ed with Violence, and with ſuch 
Symptoms, as left no Hopes of a 
Cure. His lamented Death hap- 


pened on the 27th of Auguf, _ 
1748.— His teſtamentary Execu- 
tors were the Lord Lyzcleton, whoſe 
Care of our Poet's Fortune and 
Fame ceaſed not with his Life; 
and Mr. Mitctell, a Gentleman 
equally noted for. the Truth and 
Conſtancy of his private Friend- 
ſhip, and for his Addreſs and 
Spit as a public. Miniſter.— By 
their united Intereſt, the Orphan 
Play of Coriolanus was brought on 
the Stage, to the beſt Advantage 
from the Profits of which, — 
the Sale of Manuſeripts and other 
| Tecs, a handſome Sum was re- 
mitted to his Sifters,—His Re- 
mains were depo 
Church'of Richmond, under a plain 
Stone, without any Inſcription. 
== — ? 
ed to in 
0 the Year E the . * of 


erty, on this grateful Occa- 
His dramatic Works are, 
1. Soros. T. 1730. 
. e 7. 2734 
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- vented. —But-now, the Cold had 


fited in the 


Ti. 
Trag. 1736. 


NMUN D. Trag. 17 6 
Cox ol AN ut. = 
» ALyFxzxD. Maſque, written 

in Conjunction with Mr, 

Mallet. 


Torso, Mr, was the Author 


of one Play, called 
The Carl ef Warwick, Tr, 
| 1721. es 
Ta Ac v, Jobs, a Gentleman 
of Glouceſterſhire, was Author of 


PERlIANDER, King of Co- 


RINTH. Trag. 1741, 
Tu F, Dr. FJoſepb, a- cele- 
brated Divine and Poet, was the 


2 of Mr. Feſuph Trapp, Rector 


Cheringtan in Glouceſterſhire, 
where he was born, in 1679. 
He was educated at Wadbam Col- 
lege, Oxford, where he took the 
uſual. Degrees, and was choſen 
Fellow. He was afterwards cho- 
ſen to the Profeſſorſhip of Poetry, 


founded by Dr. Birkbead, for- 
merly Fellow of All-Souts Cole. 

lege, —He was the firſt Profeſſor; 
and publiſhed his Lectures under 
the Title of Prælectiones Poetica. 
Fe has ſhewn there, in very ele- 


gant Latin, how perfectl 


7 he un- 
derſtood every Species of Poetry, 
and how critically and juſtly he 
could give Directions towards the 
forming a Poem, 
juſt ang moſt eſtabliſhed Rules,— 
He ſhewed afterwards, by his 
- Tranſtation of Virgil, that a Man 
may be able to direct, who can- 
i- not exgeute; that is, may have 
the Critic's Judgment, w 
the Poet's Fire,-Dr. Trapp Was 
's _ of Harlington in ox, 


on, .the moſt 


without 


»- Church i Newpate» 


_ and St, Leonar« s in Feſter- 


Lare, London; alſo Lecturer of 


St. Lomreace-Fury and St, Mar- 


aac be * His * bigh 


3. EDA and ELLxonos a. 
4. Tancaxy end SrG1,. 
T. 1748. 
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Church- principles, were probably | 


the Reaſon why he did not riſe 
higher, — He died in November 
1747, and left behind him the 
Character of a pathetic and in- 
ſtructive Preacher, an excellent 
Scholar, a diſcerning Critic, and 
a very exemplary Liver,—He is 
Author of a Tragedy, called 
ABRAMULE, or Love and Em- 
_ pire, ated in the Year 
1 BER 
Several occaſional Poems were 


written by him in Engliſh; and 


there 1s one Latin Poem of his in 


the. Muſe Anglican, —He alſo 
tranflated Milton's Paradiſe Loft 


into Latin Verſe, but with little 


Succeſs. - 
TrRoTTER, Mrs, Catharine, 


was the Daughter of Captain 


David Trotter, a Scots Gentle 


man. —He was a Commander in 
the Royal Navy, in the Reign of 
Charles II. and at his Death, left 
two Daughters, the youngeſt of 
whom, Catharine, our celebrated 
Author, was born in London, 
Auguſt 16, 1679. —She gave early 
Marks of her Genius, and learn - 
ed to write, and alſo made he:» 
ſelf Miſtreſs of the French Lan- 
guage, by her own Application 
and Diligence, without any In- 
ſtructor; but ſhe had ſome Aſſiſt- 
ance in the Study of the Latin 
Grammar and Logic, of which 
latter ſhe drew up an Abſtract for 
her own Uſe, —The moſt ſerious 
and important Subjects, and eſ- 
pecially Religion, ſoon engaged 
her Attention. — But, notwith- 
ſtanding her Education, her In- 
timacy with ſeveral Families of 
Diſtinction, of the -Romiſh Per- 
ſuaſion poſed her, while very 
young, to Impreſſions in Favour 
ef that Church, which, not be 
ing removed by her Conferences 


with ſome eminent and learned 


Members of the Church of Eng- 
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land, the embraced the Romifh 
Communion, in which ſhe con- 
tinucd till the Year 1507,—In 

1695, ſhe produced a Tragedy, 
called Agnes de Caſtro, which was 
acted at the Theatre-Royal, when 
ſhe was only in her ſeventeenth - 
Year,—Tne Reputation of this 
Performance, and the Verſes 


which ſhe addreſſed to Mr. Cons 


greve upon his Mourning Bride, 
in 1697, were probably theFoun- ' 
dation of her Acquaintance with 
that celebrated Writer. Her ſe> 
cond Tragedy, Fatal Friendſhip, 
was acted in 1698, at the new 
Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,— 


This Tragedy met with great 


Applauſe, and is itill thought the 
moſt perfect of her dramatic Per- 
for mances. — Her dramatic Ta- 
lents not being confined to Tra- 
gedy, ſhe brought upon the Stage, 
in 1701, a Comedy, galled Love 
at a Loſs, or Moft Votes carry it. 
In the ſame Year ſhe gave the 
Public her third Tragedy, en- 
titled, the Unbappy Penitent, act - 
ed at the Theatre-Royal in Drury- 
Lane.—But Poetry and dramatic 


Writing did not ſo far engroſs the 


Thoughts of our Author, but 
that ſhe ſometimes turned them 
to Subjects of a very different 


Nature —Though engaged in the 


Profeſſion of a Religion not very 


favourable to fo rational a Philo- 


ſophy as that of Mr, Locke ; yet 
ſhe had read his incomparable 
Efjay on Human Underfanding, 
with ſo clear a Comprehenſion, 
and. ſo biaſſed a Judgment, that 
her own Conviction of the Truth 
and Importance of the Notions 
contained in it, led her to en- 


deavour that of others, by re- 


moving ſome of the Objections 
urged againſt them. — She drew 
up, therefore, a Defence of the 


Eſſay, againt ſome Remarks 


which had been publiſhed againſt 
[Hh] ir 
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it in 1667; and farther diſtin- 
guiſhed herſelf in an extraordi- 
nary Manner, in Defcnce of Mr, 
Locke's Writings, a Female Me- 
taphyſician being a remarkable 
Phenomenon in the Republic of 
Letters, | 

She returned to the Exerciſe of 
her dramatic Genius, in 1703, 
and fixed upon the Revolution of 
Sweden, under . mere Erickſon, 
for the Subject of a Tragedy, — 
This Tragedy was acted in 1706, 
at the Queen's Theatre inthe Hay- 
market, In 1707, her Doubts con- 
cerning the Romiſb Religion, which 
ſhe had ſo many Years profeſſed, 
having led her to a thorough Ex- 
amination of the Grounds of it, 
by conſulting the beſt Bosks on 
both Sides of the Queſtion, and 
adviſing wi h Men of the beſt 
Judgment; the Reſult was a 
Conviction of the Falſeneſs of the 
Pretenſions of that Church, and 
a Return to that of Ergland, to 
which ſhe adhered during the Re- 
mainder of her Life. —In 1708, 
ſhe was married to the Reverend 
Mr. Cockburn, then Curate «cf 
St. Dunſtan's in Flcet-ſireet, but 
he afterwards obtained the Liv- 
ing of Long-Horſely, near Mor. 
petb in Norttumbrrland.— He was 
a Man of conſiderable Abilities; 
and, among ſeveral other Things, 
wrote an Account of the Meſaic 
Deluge, which was much ap- 
proved by the Learned, 

Mrs. Cockburn's Remarks up- 
on ſome Writers in the Contro- 
verſy concerning the Foundation 
of Moral Duty and Mcral Obli- 
gation, were introduced to the 
World in Auguſt 1743, in the 
Literary Journal, entit d, The 
Hiftory of the Forks of the earned. 
The Strength, Clearneſs and Vi- 
vacity ſhewn in her Remarks up- 
za the moſt abſtract and perplex- 
ed Queſtions, immediately raiſed 


3 
the Curioſity of all good Judges 


about the concealed Writer; and 
their Admiration was greatly in- 


creaſed when her Sex and ad- 


vanced Age were known.—Dr, 
Rut ber forth's Eſſay on the Nature 
and Obligations of Virtue, publiſh- 
ed in May 1744, ſoon engaged 
her Thoughts; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the aſthmatic Diſorder, 
which had ſeized her many Years 
before, and now left her ſmall 
Intervals of Eaſe, ſhe applied her- 
ſelf to the Confutation of thaf 
elaborate Diſcourſe 3 and, having 
finiſhed it with a Spirit, Ele- 
gance, and Perſpicuity equal, if 
not ſuperior, to all her former 
Writings, tranſmitted her Ma- 
nuſcript to Mr, Warburton, now 
Biſhop of Glcefter; who pub- 
liſhed it, with a Preface of his 
own, in April 1747, under the 
Title of, Remarks upon the Prin- 
cipies and Reaſonings of Dr. Ru- 
therforth's Ef/ay on the Nature and 
Obligatiens of Virtue, in Vindica- 
tion of the contrary Principles and 
Reaſons inforced in the Writings of 

the late Dr. Samuel Clark, 
The Loſs of her Huſband, on 
the 4th of January 1748, in the 
7:ſ Year of his Age, was a ſe- 
vere Shock to her.z and ſhe did 
not long ſurvive him, dying on 
the 11th of May 1749, in her 
71ſt Year, after having long ſup- 
ported a painful Diſorder, with a 
Reſignation to the Divine Will, 
which had been the governing 
Principle of her whole Life, and 
her Support under the various 
Trials of it, —She was interred 
near her Huſband, at Long- Horſley. 
Mrs, Cockburn was no leſs ce- 
lebrated for her Beauty, in her 
younger Days, than for her Ce- 
nius and Accompliſhments.— She 
was indeed ſmall of Stature, but 
had a remarkable Livelineſs in 
her Eye, and a Delicacy of Com- 
plection, 


* 
plection, which continued to her 
Death, — Her private Character 
rendured her extremely amiable 
to thoſe who intimately knew 
her.— Her Converſation was al- 
ways innocent, uſeful and agree- 
able, without the leaft Aﬀecta- 
tion of being thought a Wit, and 
attended with a remarkable Mo- 
deſty and Diffidence of herſelf, 
and a conſtant Endeavour to a- 
dapt her Diſcourſe to her Com- 
pany.— Her Diſpoſition was ge- 


nerous and benevolent; and ready 


upon all Occaſions to forgive In- 
juries, and bear them, as well as 
Misfortunes, without interrupt- 
ing her own Eaſe, or that of 
others, with Complaints or Re- 
proaches, — The Preſſures of a 
very contracted Fortune were ſup- 
ported by her with Calmneſs and 
in Silence; nor did ſhe ever at- 
tempt to improve it among thoſe 
great Perſonages to whom ſhe 
was known, by Importunities ; to 


which the beſt Minds are moſt 


averſe, and which her approved 
Merit and eſtabliſhed Reputation 
ſhould have rendered unneceſſary. 
But her Abilities as a Writer, 
and the Merit of her Works, will 
not have full Juſtice done, with- 


out a due Attention to the pecu- 


liar Circumſtances, in which they 
were produced : Her early Youth, 
when ſhe wrote; her advanced 
Age, and ill State of Health, 
when ſhe drew up others; the 
uneaſy Situation of her Fortune, 
during the whole Courſe of her 
Life; and an Interval of near 
twenty Vears in the Vigour of 
it, ſpent in the Cares of a Fami- 
ly, without the leaſt Leiſure for 
Reading or Contemplation : Af- 
ter which, with a Mind fo long 
diverted and incumbered, reſum- 
ing her Studies, ſhe inſtantly re- 
covered its intire Powers, and, 
in the Fours of Relaxation from 
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her domeſtic Employments, pur - 


ſued, to ther utmoſt Limits, 


ſome of the deepeſt Enquiries of 
which the human Mind is capa- 
ble! Her Works ale collected 
into two large Volumes, S vo. by 
Dr. Birch; who has prefixed to 
them an Account of her Life and 
Writings, from which we have 


extracted the imperte&t Narrative 


here given. Her dramatic Pieces, 
having been all of them already 
mentioned in the Courſe of this 


Article, need not be here re- 


peated. 


TucnxiNn, Jobn, was Anthoat 


of a weekly Paper, called Tbe 
Obſervator ; for which he was 
ſentenced to be whipped thro' ſe- 
veral Market-Towns in the Weſt 
of England; to avoid this, he 
petitioned K. James II. to change 
his Sentence © Hanging. — He 
I: ved, however, to take his Re- 
venge, by writing an Invective 
againſt the Memory of that un- 
fortunate Prince; and di'din the 
Reign of Queen Auue.— He wrote 
one dramatic Piece, called 


The Unfortunate Shepherd, a 


Paſtoral, printed with a 
Collection of Poems, in 
1685. 
Toexr, Richard, was Aut hor 
of one religious play, called, 
The Divine Comedian, or the 
Right Uſe of Plays, a Sa- 
cred Tragi-Corh. 1672, 
TuxE, Sir Samuel, was of the 
County of Eſſex, and a Colonel 
in the Army, — He wrote one 
Play, taken from the Spaniſh of 
Don Pedro Calderon, called, 
The Adventures of foe Hours. 
Tragi-Com. 1662, 


TuRNER, Mr, re, wrote 


two Plays: 
1. The Atheiſt, his Trazed:e, 
=, N09 
2. The Rcwenger, bis Tragedie, 
1619. 
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. Sir Jebn, was 
deſcended from an antient 
Family in Cheſfire, which came 
or ginally from France; though, 
by his Name, he ſhould appear 
to be of Dutch Extraction.— ie 
was born about the middle of the 
Reign of Carles II. and became 
eminent for Poetry and Skill in 
Architecture; to both which he 
diſcovered an early Propenſion.— 
He had a moſt ready Wit, and 
Was particularly turned for dra - 
watic Productions. —His firſt Co- 
medy, called The Relapſe, or Yir- 
tue in Danger, was acted with 
great Applauſe in the Year 1697, 
which encouraged him to proceed 
in the ſame Track. — The Repu- 
tation which he gained by his 
Comedies, was rewarded with 
greuter Advantages, than uſually 
ar:ſc trom tne Profits of writing 


fertile Stage, — He was appoint- 


ed Clarciicieux King at Arms; a 
Place, which he ſometime held, 
and at laſt diſpoſed of, —In Au- 
9g. 1716, he was appointed Sur- 
veyor of the Works at Greenzwich 
Hoſpital : He was likewiſe made 
Comptroller-General of his Ma- 
iefty's Works, and Surveyor of 


the Gardens and Waters, —But 


- we: are rather to aſcribe theſe Pie- 
ferments to his Skill in Architec- 


tute, than to his dramatic Wri- 


tings, —Several noble Structures 
. were raiſed under his Direction, 


as Blenheir: in Oxfordfhire, Clare- 


mant in Sarry, and the Opera- 


Houſe in the Haymarket, — In 


ſome Part of Sir John's Liſe, for 
we cannot aſcertain the Time, 
be went over to France; where, 
his Taſte for Architecture ex- 
citing him to view the Fortifica- 
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tions of the Country, he was ene 
Day obſerved by an Engineer, 
whoſe Information cauſed him to 
be ſecured by Authority, and ſent 


to the Baſtile; but was ſoon ſet 
at Liberty,—He died of a 


uin- 
ſey, at his Houſe in Mpiteball. 
in 1726, —He was the Contem- 
porary and Friend of Mr, Con- 
greve,—Theſe two Comic Wri- 
ters gave new Life to the Ergliſp 
Stage, and reſtored it to Reputa- 
tion, when it had, in reality, 
been ſinking for ſome Time. It 
would, however, have been more 
to their Credit, if, while they 
exerted their Wit upon this Oc» 
caſion, they had preſerved it pure 
and unmixed with that Obſcenity 
and Licentiouſneſs; which, while 
it pleaſed, tended to corrupt the 
Audience, When Mr, Collier at- 
tacked the Immorality and Pro- 
fane neſs of the Stage, in the Year 


1698, theſe two Writers were 


his principal Objects. | 
Sir Jobn's dramatic Pieces are, 
1. The Reiafſe, or Virtue in 
Darger. This Comedy is 
a S quel to Cibber's Love's 
laſt Sift, moſt of the Cha- 
racters being the ſame. 
As or. Com, in two 
Parts, 
The Provoled Wife, Com. 
The Falſe Friend, Com. 
The Country-Houſe, Farce, 
The Confederacy, Com. 
Phe Cuckold in Conceit. C. 
Sulre TRELOOBY, Com. 
The Miſale. Com. 
Journey to LoN DON. C. 
left unfiniſhed, 
VEGERIVUS, Paul, tranſlated 
from the German, a Play, called, 
The Royal Cuckold, or Great 
Baſtard, Tragi Com. 
VicToR, Benjamin, Eſq; was 
firſt bred to Trade; but, having 
a Turn to Poetry and Theatrical 
Affairs, he became connected 
Vil 
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with the Engliſb and Iri Thea- 
tres; of both which he has writ- 
ten an entertaining Hiſtory, as a 
Supplement to the celebrated Ac- 
count written by Mr. Colley Cib- 
ber, - Mr. Victor is now Poet- 
Laureat to the Lord -Lieutenant 
of Ireland. — He is reported to 
be the Author of ſeveral little 
Theatrical Pieces, and to have 
altered ſome others, from former 
Writers ; particularly Shakeſpeare's 
Two Gentlemen of Verona; but 


his Name not being affixed. 


we only ſpeak of them thus 
briefly, as not having Authority 
to be more particular, — He 1s 


likewiſe Author of ſeveral Pieces. 


of Poetry, which have been print- 
ed with his Name; beſides his 
Birth-day Odes, &c. written by 
him as Poet-Laureat of Ireland. 

VILILI ERS, George, Duke of 
Buckingham, See BucxinGc- 
HAM, 


W. 


= AGER, Letis, wrote one 
\ Interlude, called 
MARY MAGDALENE, her 
Lyfe and Refpentaunce, 
I 567, 

Walk ER, Themas, was both 
Author and Actor, —He was the 
original Macheath in the Beggar's 
Opera 3 but his Succeſs in that 
Part made him ſo vain and care- 
leſs, that he was at length diſ- 
miſſed the Theatre: He after- 
wards went over to Ireland, where 
he died in 1745. f 

He brought two dramatic Pieces 
an the Stage, 1x. 

1. The Quaker's Opera, 1729. 

2. The Fate of Viliainy, Trag. 

1730. 
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Walk, FVilliam, was born 


in the Iſland of Barbadoes, where 


his Father was a conſiderable 
Planter, who ſent him over to 
England for Education at Eton 
College, —He wrote 
1. IJcrerious Love. T. 1699, 
2. Marry, or do ⁊uorſe. Com. 
1707. | 
Warrrs, Edmund, Eſq; was 
the Son of Robert Waller, Eſq; of 


Agmondeſham in Buckinghamſhire, 


by Anne, the Siſter of the great 
Hamden, who diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf ſo much in the Beginning of 
the Civil Wars, —He was born in 
1605; and, his Father dying 
when he was very young, the 
Care of his Education fell to his 
Mother, who ſent him to Zion 
School, He was afterwards ſent 
to King's College in Cambridge, 
where he could not continue 
long; tor at ſixteen or ſeventeen 
Years of Age, he was choſen in- 
to the laſt Parliament of King 


James I. and ſerved as Burgeſs for 
AAgmondeſham, —He began to ex- 


erciſe his poctical Talent fo early 
as the Year 1623, as appears 
from his Ve: ſes © Upon the Dan- 
«© ger his Majeſty (being Prince) 
& eſcaped in the Road of St. 


& Andero;** for there Prince 


Charles, returning from Spain that 
Year, had like to have been caſt 
away.—lIt was not, however, Mr, 
Malles's Wit, his fine Parts, or 


his Poetry, that ſo much occa- 


ſioned him to be firſt publicly 
known, as his carrying off the 
Daughter and ſole Heireſs of a 
rich Citizen, againſt a, Riyal, 
whoſe Intereſt was eſpouſed by 
the Court. — It is not known at 
what Time he married his firſt 
Lady; but he was a Widower, 
before he was ſiv: and twenty, 
v-hen he began te have a Paſſion 
for Sachariſſa, which was a ficti- 
tious Name for the Lady Dorothy 
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Sidney, Daughter to the Earl of 
Leic-fter, and afterwards Wife to 


the Earl of Sunderland. —He was 
now known at Court, careſſed by 


all who had any Reliſh for Wit 


and polite Literature; and was 
one of the famous Club, of which 
the Lord Falkland, Mr. Chilling- 


 Evorth, and other eminent Men 


were Members. — He was return- 
ed Burgeſs for Agmondeſham in the 
Parliament, which met in April 
1640.— An Intermiſſion of Parli- 
aments having diſguſted the Na- 
tion, and raiſed Jealouſies againſt 
the Deſigns of the Court, which 
would be ſure to difcover them- 
ſelves, whenever the King came 
to aſk for a Supply ; Mr. Waller 
was one of the firſt who con- 
demned the preceding Meaſures, 
He thewed himſelf in Oppoſition 
to the Court, and made a Speech 


in the Houſe on this Occaſion ; 


from which we may gather ſome 
Notion of his general Principles 
in Gcvernment; wherein, how- 
ever, he afterwards proved very 
variable and inconſtant.— He op- 
poſed the Court alſo in the Long 


Parliament, which met in No- 


vember following, and was choſen 
to impeach Judge Crazoley, which 
he did in a warm and eloquent 
Speech, July the 6th, 1641.— 
'This Speech was ſo highly ap- 
plauded, that twenty thouſand of 


them were ſold in one Day,—In 


1642, he was one of the Com- 
miſſioners appointed by the Par- 
liament, to preſent their Propo- 
fitions of Peace to qthe King at 
Oxferd.— In 1643, He was deeply 
engaged in a Deſign to reduce the 
City of London and the Tower, to 
the Service of the King, for 
which he was tried and con- 
demned, together with Mr, Tom- 
his Brother-in-Law, and 
Mr, Chalioner: The two latter 
ſuffered Death, but Mr, Walter 


W A 
obtained a Reprieve; he was, 
however, ſentenced to ſuffer a 
Year's Impriſonment, and to pay 
a Fine of ten thouſand Pounds, 
After this, he became particu- 
larly attached to Oliver Cromavel!, 
upon whom he wrote a very 
handſome Panegyric. — He alſo 
wrote a noble Poem on the Death 
of that great Man, 

At the Reftoration he was 
treated with great Civility by 
Charles II. who always made him 
one of the Party in his Diverſions 
at the Duke of Buckingham's and 
other Places, —He ſat in ſeveral 
Parliaments after the Reſtoration, 
He continued in the full Vigour 
of his Genius to the End of his 
Life; and his natural. Vivacity 
made his Company agrezable to 
the laſt.— He died of a Dropſy, 
October the iſt, 1687, and was 
interred in the Church-Yard of 
Beconsfield, where a Monument 
is erected to his Memory, —He 
is looked upon as the moſt ele- 
gant and harmonious Verſifier of 
his Time, and a great Refiner of 
the Engliſb Language, — His dra- 
matic Pieces are, | 

1. PoMY EY the Great, Trag. 
1664. 
2. The Maid's Tragedy ; al- 
ter'd from Fletcher, 
| WarPur, George, wiote one 
Play, called oy | 
Tide tarrieth for no Man, Com, 
1611. 

Warp, Edward, was a Man 
of low Extraction, and almoſt 
deſtitute of Education, —He was 
an Imitator of the famous But- 
ler, and wrote The Reformation, a 
Burleſque Poem, in which he 
aimed at the ſame Kind of Hu- 
mour which has ſo remarkably 
diſtinguiſhed Hudibras.— Of late 
Vears, ſays Mr. Jacob, he has 
kept a public Houſe in the City, 


but in a genteel Way. ard 


was, 


WE 


was, in his own droll Manner, a 
violent Antagoniſt to the Whigs, 
and, in Conſequence of this, drew 
to his Houſe ſuch People as had 
2 Mind to indulge their Spleen 
againſt the Government. — He 
was thought to be a Man of ſtrong 
natural Parts, and poſſeſſed a ve- 
ry agreeable Pleaſantry of Tem- 
per. —Mard was much affronted 
when he read Mr. Jacob's Ac- 
count, in which he mentions his 
keeping a public Houſe in the 
City; and, in a Book called A- 
pollo's Maggot, declared this Ac- 
count to be a great Falſity, pro- 
tciting that his public Houſe was 
not in the City, but in Moor- 
fields —Ward is moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed by his well - known Londen 
Spy, — He wrote one dramatic 
Piece, called, | 
The Humours of a Coffee-Houſe. 
Com. as it is daily acted 
at moſt of the Coffee- 
Houſes in London. 
Warp, Henry, a Comedians 


publiſhed three dramatic Pieces 


in 1747. 
1, The Happy Lovers, or the 
Beau metamorphoſed. C. 
2, The Petticoat Plotter, or 
More Ways than one for a 
Wife. C. | 
3. The Widow's Wiſh, or An 
© Eqguipage of Lowers. C. 
WAVE R, Mr. Robert, the 
Author of one dramatic Piece, 
called 
Luſiy JuvEnTVUs, Interlude, 
1561. 


WavER, Mr. William, Au- 


thor of one Play, called 
The longer thou Iiveſte, the more 
 Foole thou arte. C. 1570. 
WAVvER, Mr. John, —This 
Perſon is a celebrated Daneing- 
Maſter, who makes his chief Re- 
ſidence at Shrewſbury, —He dif- 
fers from moſt of his Profeſſion, 
not altogether depending upon 


his Heels, —He wrote, or invent- 
ed, ſeveral Pieces, called drama- 
tic Pantomimes. | 


I, The Loves of Mars and 
Venus, 1716, 


2. OR PE Us and EuRI DICE. 


1717. | 
3. The Judgment of PARIS. 
1732. 
He was wrote ſeveral judicious 
Books, that ſhew a Head is not 
wanting to his Heels, wiz, 


A Hiſtory of the Mimes and Pan- 


tomi mes of the Ancients, 
The Art of Dancing, wwith a Treas 
tiſe on Action and Geſture, 
He was the firſt Reſtorer of Pan- 
tomimes after the ancient Man- 
ner, without ſpeaking. | 
WEnSTER, Jobn, was ac- 
counted a tolerable Poet, and 
was well eſteemed by his Contem- 
porary Authors, particularly Dec- 
ker, Marffon and Pgnoley, with 
whom he wrote in Donfunction. 
His Plays are, | 
1. The ite Devil, or Trage- 
die of P. Gordiano Urſini, 
Duke of Brachiano, wythe 
the Lyfe and Deathe of 
Vittoria Corombona, the 
famous Venetian Courte- 
Zan, 1612, 
2. The Devil's Law-Caſe, or 
When Wemen go to Law, 


the Dewille is fulle of Buſi- 


neſs, Tragi-Com. 1623. 
3. The Dutcheſs cf MAL TRY. 
Trag. 1623. revived with 
ſome Alterations, 1709. 
4. AP IVS and VIRGINIA, 
Trag. 1659. 
5. The ThRacian Wonder, 
Comic- Hiftorical Play. 
6. A Cure for a Cuckold, Com. 
WELSTED, Leonard, Eſq; 


This Gentleman was defcended 
from a very good Family in Lei. 
ceſterſbire, and received the Ru- 
diments of his Education in Vg. 
minſter School. —In a Piece, ſaid 
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to have been written by Mr. 


Welſted, called the Characters of 


the Times, printed in 8vo, 1728, 
he ſays of himſelf, that © he had, 
„in his Youth, raiſed ſo great 
« Expectations of his future Ge- 
&« nius, that there was a Kind of 
“Struggle between the two Uni- 
« verſities, which ſhould have the 
« Honour of his Education; to 
« compound this, he civilly be- 
« came a Member of both, and, 
« after having paſſed ſome Time 
cc at the one, he removed to the 
« other. — From thence he re- 
« turned to Town, where he be- 
% came the darling Expectation 
cc of all the polite Writers, whoſe 
« Encouragement he acknow- 
cc ledged in his occaſional Poems, 
c in a Manner that will make 
«© no ſmall Part of the Fame of 
& his Protectors. — It alſo ap- 
cc pears from his Works, that he 
« was happy in the Patronage of 


cc the moſt illuſtrious Characters 


c of the. preſent Age, —Encou- 
ec raged by ſuch a Combination in 
& his Favour, he publiſhed a 
« Book of Poems, fome in the 
cc Ovidian, ſome in the Horatian 


© Manner, in both which the 


© moſt exquiſite Judges pro- 
c nounced he even rivalled his 
« Maſters, — His Love Verſes 
cc have reſcued that Way of Wri- 
ce ting from Contempt,—In the 
6 Tranflations he has given us 


ce the very Soul and Spirit of his 


& Author, — His Odes, his Epiſ- 
ce tles, his. Verſes, his Love - 
« Tales, all are the moſt perfect 
« Things in all Poetry. —If this 
pleaſant Repreſentation. of our 
Author's Abilities were juſt, it 
would ſeem no Wonder, if the 
two Univerſities ſhould ſtrive with 
each other for the Honour of his 
Education; but it is certain the 
World hath not coincided with 
this Opinion of Mr. Welſted; 


WE 


who, by the Way, can hardly be 
thought to have been ſerious in 
ſuch an extravagant Self-Appro- 
bation, which we can only look 
upon as a Piece of Merriment.— 
Our Author, however, does not 
appear to have been a mean Poet; 
he had certainly, from Nature, a 
good Genius, but, after he came 


to Town, he became a votary to 


Pleaſure; and the Applauſes of 
his Friends, which taught him 


to overvalue his Talents, perhaps 


ſlackened his Diligence, and, by 
making him truit ſolely to Na- 
ture, flight the Aſſiſtance of Art, 

In the Year 1718, he wrote 
the Triumwirate, or a Letter in 
Verſe from Palemon to Celia from 
Bath, which was meant as a Sa- 
tire againſt Mr. Pope, —He wrote 
ſeveral other occaſional Pieces a- 
gainſt this Gentleman, who, in 


Recompence of his Enmity, has 


mentioned him in his Dunciad; 
and alſo in his Parodie upon Den- 
ham's Cooper's Hill, as follows; 


« Flow Velſted, flow; like thine 
« Inſpirer, Beer, 

© Tho' tale, not ripe; tho' thin, 
c“ yet never clear; 

4% So ſweetly mawkiſh, and ſs 
« ſmoothly dull ; 

% Heady, not ſtrong ; and foam- 
ing, tho' not full,” 


How far Mr. Pepe's Infinua- 
tion is true, that Mr, Welſted 
owed his Inſpiration to Beer, 
they who read his Works may 
determine for themſelves, —His 
only dramatic Piece 1s, RY 
The Difſembled Wanton, or My 

Son get Money, Com. 

1726. . 5 

Wrsrod, Jobn, Eſq; wrote 
a Play, called. -: | 

The AM Az oN IAN Queen, or 

the Amours of Thaleſtris 

and Alexander. Tr.-Com. 

1667. VW £- 


* 


W H 


WETHERBY, Fames, belong- 
ed to the Revenue at Briſtol, and 
_ wrote 

PA u I. the Spanifh» Sharper, 

Farce, 1730, 

Wyincoye, Thomas, 
This Gentleman wrote | 
Sc AN DPEREBEC, or Love and 

Liberty. Trag. not act- 
ed, but publiſhed with the 
Life of Scanderbeg, 1747. 


Eſq;— 


Wu ITAKk ER, William, pub- 


liſned a Play, called | | 
The Conſpiracy, or Change of 
Government, Trag. 1680, 
WHiTEnHEAD, William, Eſq; 
Poet-Laureat to their Majeſties 
King George II. and III. ſucceed- 
ed to the Laurel on the Death of 
Mr. Colley Cibber.— He is greatly 
eſteemed as a polite and elegant 
Writer, to which his Travels a- 
broad, and particularly into Italy; 
the native Soil of the Muſes, 
have perhaps not a little contri- 
buted, * 
On his Return to England, a- 
bout the Vear 1749, he gave the 


Town a new Tragedy, intitled 


the Roman Fatber, founded on 
the celebrated Story of the Hora- 
tii and Curiatii; it was acted with 
tolerable Succeſs at the Theatre- 
Royal in Drury-Lane, 17 50.— 
In 1754, he brought upon the 


ſame Stage another Tragedy, en- 


titled, Creuſa, Queen of Athens ; 
which Wig * 11 
withſtanding it came out too late 
in the Vear to bring crowded Au- 
diences; however, the Appear- 
ance the Boxes made, was ſuffi- 
cient to keep both the Poet and 
Players in Countenance, — In 
1762, he likewiſe brought upon 
the ſame Theatre, a Comedy, 


entitled, The School for Lovers, 


formed on a Plan laid down by 
M. De Fontenelle, and, like moſt 
of the French Productions of this 
Kind, is rather a Converſation- 


WI 


Piece than a Comedy, — The con- 


verſation is, however, natural, 
decent and moral; and, if the 
Work does not abound with all 
that Variety of Buſineſs, Plot, 
Scenery, Character and Humour, 
which are requiſite to gratify the 
Taite of an Enghſp Audience, it 
is, nevertheleſs, not an uninter- 
eſting Performance, and may 


certainly rank among thoſe which 


are diſtinguiſhed by the Appella- 
tion of Genteel Comedy. — Mr. 
Mpitebead has alſo publiſhed ſe- 
veral detached Poems, which have 
been well received, beſides his 
Anniverſary Odes, &c. written, 
ex Officio, as Poct-Laureat, 
WILD, Robert, a diſſenting 
Miniſter, was Author of Iter Bo- 
reale, and ſome other Poems 
and alſo of 
The Benefice, Com. 1689. 
WILD ER, Mr. was both Ace 
tor and Poet. — He wrote 
The Gentleman Gardener. Far. 
1749 _ : 
Wir «ins, Mr, George, This 
Author wrote a Play, called 
The Miſeries of enforced Mar- 
rige. Tragi-Com. 1637. 
Wirxinson, Mr. William, 
the Author of one Play, called 
Vice Reclaimed, or the Paſſionate 
Miſtreſs. Com. 1699. 
WILLAN, Mr, Leonard, — 
This Author wrote a Paſtoral, 
called | 
As TREA, or True Love's Mir- 
rour, 1651, | 


WIL MOT, Mr. Robert, — A 


Gentleman of tbe Temple, who 


publiſned a 
called 
TAN RED and GisMUND, 
1592. — This Play was 
not originally wrote by 
Wilmot, but many Years 
before the Publication, by 
a Set of Templers, 


g WIL 


dramatic Piece, 


WO 
Wirson, Mr, Jobn. — This 


Gentleman, who lived in Ireland, 


in the Reign of Kin Charles II. 
and was Recorder of Londonderry, 
was the Author of wur Plays. 
1. ANDRONICUs CoMME- 
Inn s. Trag. 1663. 
2. The P ojecto -s. C. 166 5. 
3. The (Coeats. Com. 1671, 


4. BErLITYHECGCOR, or the Mar- 
r:age of the Devil. Com. 


1690. | 
WILISsoN, M.. Robert, wrote 
ene Play, called N 
The Cobler by Prophecie, Com. 
1565. | 
WincytLstaA, Anne, Coun- 
teſs of, was the Daughter of Sir 
William Kingſmill, of Sidmonton, 
in the County of Southampton. 


She was Maid of Honour to the 


ſecond Dutcheſs of the Duke 
of York, afterwards K. James II. 


She married Heneage, ſecond Son - 


of the Earl of Winchelſea ; who 
afterwards ſucceeded to the Title 
of that Earldom. | 
One of the moſt conſiderable of 
this Lady's Poems was that Upon 
the Spleen, printed in a new Miſ- 
cellany of original Poems on ſe- 
veral Oecaſions, publiſhed by Gil- 
don, in 1701,—A.Colleion of 
her Poems was printed in 1713, 
Zvo. containing likewiſe a Tra- 
gedy, called Ariſtomenes, never 
acted; and a great Number of 
her Pieces ſtill continue unpub- 
liſhed.—She died Auguſt the 5th, 
1720, without Iſſue; as did the 
Earl her Huſband, September the 
eh, 1726. 
WISEMAN, Mrs. — This Gen- 
tlewoman wrote a Play, called 
.  ANTIocnvs the Great, or the 
Fatal Relapſe, 
Woop, The Rev. Mr. Natba- 
niel, was a Clergyman of the 
City of Norwich 5 he wrote a 
dramatic Piece, called 
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The Conflycte of Conſcrence, a 
Paſtoral, 1581. 

Worsy tz, Mr. James. — 
This Author is both a Poet and 
a Painter; he has publiſhed ſe- 
veral ſmall Pieces, Songs, &c, 
beſide the following dramatic 
Performances ; 

I, A Cure for a Scoll, Ballad 
Farce, taken from Shakeſ- 
peare's Taming of the 

brew, | 

2. The Aſſembly, Farce, in 
which Mr. Norſdale him- 

ſelf acted the Part of Old 
Lady Scandal. 

3. The Queen of SPAIN. 

4. The Extravagant Fuſtice, 
Fate. 

Of this Gentleman Mrs. Pilting- 
ton has related ſeveral pleaſant A- 
necdotes, in her well-known Me- 
moirs.— He is now poſſeſſed of a 
conſiderable Place under the Go- 
vernment, in his Capacity of 
Painter. | 

WztcaT, Jobn.— This Gen- 
tleman, who was of the Midale- 
Temple, wrote two dramatic 
Pieces. 

1. TuyEsTES. Tr. 1674. 

2. Mock ThYESTES. Farce, 
in Burleſque Verſe, 1674. 

WriGcnT, Thomas, was Ma- 
chiniſt to the Theatre, and wrote 

The Female Virtuoſos, Com. 

4693. 

WVyoRERLV, Mlliam.— This 
eminent Comic Poet, who was 
born about the Year 1640, was 
the eldeit Son of Daniel Wycherly, 
of Cleve in Shropſhire, 
When he was abdut fifteen Years 
of Age, he was ſent to France, 
where he became a Roman Ca- 
tholick ; but, on his Return to 
England, and becoming a Gen- 
tleman - Commoner of Queen's 
College in Oxford, he was recon- 
ciled to the Proteſtant — 

| | 0 


| - AG 


1 


He afterwards entered himſelf in 
the Middle Temple; but, making 
his firſt Appearance in Town in 
the looſe Reign of Cha. II. when 
Wit and Gaiety were the favou- 
rite Diſtinctions, he ſoon quitted 
the dry Study of the Law, and 
purſued Things more agreeable to 
his own Genius, as well as to 
the Taſte of the Age.—As no- 
thing was likely to take better 
than dramatic Performances, eſ- 
pecially Comedies, he applied 
himſelf to this Species of Writ- 
ing.— On the Appearance of his 
firſt Play, he became acquainted 
with ſeveral of the firſt - rate 


Wits, and likewiſe with the 


Dutcheſs of Cvland, with whom, 
according to the ſecret Hiſtory of 
thoſe Times, he was admitted to 
the laſt Degree of Intimacy,— 
Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, had 
alſo the higheſt Eſteem for him; 
and, as Maſter of the Horſe to 
the King, made him one of his 
Equerries ; as Colonel of a Regi- 
ment, Captain-Lieutenant of his 
own Company, reſigning to him 
at the ſame Time his own Pay as 
Captain, with many other Ad- 
vantages.— King Charles likewiſe 
ſhewed him ſignal Marks of Fa- 
vour; and once gave him a Proof 
of his Eſteem, which perhaps 
never any Sovereign Prince be- 
fore bad given to a private Gen- 
tleman,—Mr, Wycberly being ill 
of a Fever, at his Lodgings in 
Bezu-Hrett, the King did him the 
Honour of a Viſit.— Finding him 
extreamly weakened, and his Spi- 
rits miſerably ſhattered, he com- 
manded him to take a Journey 
to the South of France, believing 
that the Air of Montpelier would 
contribute to reſtore him, and 
aſſured him, at the ſame Time, 
that he would order him 500], to 
defray the Charges of the Jour- 
ney, — Mr, Wychkerly accordingly 


wy 

went into France, and, having 
ſpent the Ws there, returned 
to England? <!tirely reſtored to 
his former\Vigorr,—The King, 
ſhortly after his Arrival, told 
him, that h/ had a Son, who he 
was reſolved'\ſhould b educated 
like the Son of Kihg, and that 
he could not chuſe a more proper 
Man for his Governor than Mr. 
Wycherly ; for which Service 
1500 I, per Annum ſhould be 
ſettled upon him, 

Mr. Wycherly, however, ſuch 
is the uncertain State of all hu- 
man Affairs, loſt the Favour of 


the King, by the following 


Means : — Immediately after he 
had received the gracious Offer 
above-mentioned, he went down 
to Tunbridge, where, walking ons 


Day upon the Wells- Walk, with 


his Friend Mr. Fairbeard, of 
Gray's-Inn, juſt as he came up 
to the Bookſeller's Shop, the 
Counteſs of Drogheda, a young 
Widow, rich, noble and beauti- 
ful, came there to enquire for 
The Plain Dealer; * Madam,” 
ſays Mr. Fairbeard, © fince you 
© are for the Plain Dealer, there 
cc he is for you;”* puſhing Mr. 
Wicherly towards her. Ves, 
ſays Mr. Wycberly, „this Lady 
© can bear plain Dealing; for 
« ſhe appears to be ſo accompliſh» 
cc ed, that what would be a Com- 
« pliment to others, would be 
6 pja'n Dealing to her.'—“ No, 
ce truly, Sir,” ſaid the Counteſs, 
% I am not without my Faults, 
« any more than the reſt of my 
« Sex; and yet, notwithſtand- 
« ing, I love plain Dealing, and 
ce am never more fond of it, than 
% when it tells me of them.“ 
c Then, Madam, fays Mr, 


Fairbeard, you and The Plain 
4 Dealer, ſeem defigned by Hea- 
« ven for each other.“ In ſhort, 
Mr, Wycherly walked a Turn or 

| two 


' 
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two with the Cornteſs, waited 
upon her home, uſit 
at her Lodgings while' ſhe Raid at 
Tunbridge, and at hier Lodgings 
in Hatton-Gardon, after ſhe went 
to London; where ina little Time 
he married her, without acquaint- 
ing the King. But this Match, 
ſo promifing, in Appearance , 
to his Fortunes and Happineſs, 
was the actual Ruin of both.— 


As ſoon as the News of it came 


to Court, it was looked upon as 
a Contempt M his Majeſty's Or- 
ders; and Mr. Wycherly's Con- 
duct after his Marriage occaſioned 
this to be reſented ſtill more hei- 
nouſly; for he ſeldom or never 
went near the Court, which made 
him thought downright ungrate- 
ful.— The true Cauſe of his Ab- 
ſence, however, was not known. 
In ſhort, the Lady was jealous of 
him to that Degree, that ſhe 
could not endure him to be one 
Moment out of her Sight.— Their 
Lodgings were in Bozw-ftreet, Co- 
went - Garden, over againſt the 
Cock ;5 whither, if he at any Time 
went with his Friends, he was 
| obliged to leave the Windows 

open, that his Lady might ſee 
there was no Woman in Compa- 
ny.—Nevertheleſs,ſhe made him 
fome Amends, by dying in a rea- 
ſonable Time. —She ſettled her 
Fortune on him : But his Title 
being diſputed after her Death, 
the Expences of the Law and o- 
ther Incumbrances ſo far reduced 
him, that, not being able to ſa- 
tisfy the Importunity of his Cre- 
ditors, he was flung into Priſon, 
where he languiſhed ſeveral Years; 
nor was he releaſed, till King 
James II. going to ſee his Plain- 
Dealer, was ſo charmed with the 
Entertainment, that he gave im- 
mediate Orders for the Payment 


of his Debts; adding withal a 


Penfion of 200 l. 
her daily 


w Y 

per Annum, 
while he continued in England, 
But the bountiful Intentions of 
that Prince had not all the de- 
ſigned Effect, for Mycberly was 
aſhamed to give the Earl of 
Muſgrave, whom the King had 
ſent to demand it, a full Ac- 
count of his Debts, —He labour- 
ed under theſe Difficulties, till 
his Father died; and then too 
the Eftate, that deſcended to him, 
was left under very uneaſy Limi- 
tations, ſince, being only a Te- 
nant for Life, he could not raiſe 
Money for the Payment of his 
Debts.— However, he took a Me- 
thod of doing it, which few ſuſ- 
peed to be his Choice; and this 
was making a Jointure.— He had 
often declared, that he was re- 
ſolved to die, married, though he 
could not bear the Thoughts of 
living in that State again: Ac- 
cordingly, juſt at the Eve of his 
Death, he married a young Gen- 
tlewoman'with 15001. Fortune, 
Part of which he applied to the 
Uſes he wanted it for.—Eleven 
Days after the Celebration of 
theſe Nuptials, in December 1715, 
he died; and was interred'in the 
Vault of Covent-Garden Church. 
He publiſhed a Volume of Poems 
in 1704, Folio; and, in 1728, 
his poſthumous Works, in Proſe 
and Verſe, were publiſhed by 
Mr, Lewt:s Theobald, in 8vo.— 


| His dramatic Pieces are, 


I, Love in a Wood, or St, 
James s Park, C. 1672, 
2. The Gentleman Dancing - 
Maſter, Com. 1673. 
3. The Plain- Dealer, Com. 
4. TR NY Wife, Com. 


1683 | 
Mr. Pope, when very youn 
made his Court to Mr. Wycherly, 
when very old; and the latter 
5 | Was 


4 


* 2 * 2 


YO. 


was ſo well pleaſed with the for- 
mer, and had ſuch an Opinion 
of his rifing Genius, that he en- 
tered into an intimate Correſ- 
pondence with him. See the 
Letters between Pope and Jy- 
cherly, printed in Pope's Works, 


> 


ARRINGTON, Mr. Robert, 
wrote a Play, called 
Twwoe Tragedies in one, printed 

not till many Vears after 

it was wrote, 1592 
Youns, The Rev. Dr, Ed- 
ward, —This great Genius was 
bred at Oxford, being a Fellow of 


All-Souls College in that Univer- 


* 


ſity. — He took his Degree of 


Dockor of the Civil Law; and 
afterwards, going into Holy Or- 
ders, was made one of his Ma- 
jeſty's Chaplains, and obtained 


the Living of  Yehoyn in Hert- 
fordſbire.— He married the Lady 


Elizabeth Lee, Daughter of the 
late Earl of Litchfield, — He js 


Author of thoſe fine moral Sa- 
tires, called The Univer ſal Paſſion; 


but his greateſt Reputation ariſes 
from his celebrated Complaint, or 
Night Thoughts ; which Work has 
ſucceeded more than any other 
moral Poem, of ſuch conſiderable 


Bulk, ſince Milton'sParadiſe Loft. 


His dramatic Pieces are, 

I. Bufiris, Trag. 1719. 

2. The Revenge. Trag. 172Te 

3. The Bretbers. Trag. 1763. 
Dr. Young's Works are collected 
into tour Pocket Volumes, 1757. 
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M A 
Ty IcxerxsTary, Mr. Jaac, 
B a Native of the Kingdom of 
Ireland, is a Lieutenant of Ma- 
rines, and Author of 
1. TnoNMAS and SALLY, a 
5 Dramatic Entertainment. 
2. Love in à Village, an Eng- 
liſh Opera. 
This laſt had a Run almoſt equal 
to that of the famous Beggar's 
Opera.—Both theſe Pieces were 
ated at the Theatre Royal in 
Covent Garden; the firſt in the 


Year 1760, ard the ſecond in 
1762. 


CocxBßuRN, Mrs. Catberine.— 


See this Life under the Lady's 
Maiden Name; wiz, TroT- 
TER. ; | 
Manrzy, Mrs. was the 
Daughter of Sir Roger Manley, 
who is ſaid to have been the Au- 
thor of the firſt Volume of that 
famous Work, the Turkiſh Spy, 
Mrs. Manley received an Educa- 


tion ſuitable to her Birth; and 


gave early Diſcoveries of a Ge- 
nius, much ſuperior to what is 
uſually found among her Sex, — 
In her Infancy ſhe loſt her Mo- 
ther; a Loſs which was attended 
by many other Misfortunes ; for 
when ſhe grew up, ſhe was cheat- 
ed into a falſe Marriage by a near 
Relation of the fame Name, to 


— 


2 ew 
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MA 
whom her Father had bequcath- 
ed the Care of her. We call it a 


falſe Marriage, becauſe the Gen- 


tleman had a former Wife then 
living; and pretended to marry 
her, only to gratify a criminal 
Paſſion.—— She was afterwards 
brought to London, where ſhe was 
ſoon deferted by him ; and thus, 


in the very Morning of her Life, 


when all Things ſhould have becn 
gay and promiſing, ſhe wore away 
three wretched Ycars in Solitude, 
When ſhe appeared in the World 
again, ſhe fell, by mere Acci- 
dent, under the Patronage of the 
Dutcheſs of Cleveland, a Miftreſs 
of Charles IT, — She was intro- 


_ duced by an Acquaintance of her 


Grace's, to whom the was pay- 
ing a Viſit; but the Dutcheſs, 


being a Woman of a very fickle 


Temper, grew tired of Mrs. 
Manliy in fix Months Time, and 
diſcharged her vpon a Pretence, 
whether groundleſs or not is un- 
certain, that ſhe intrigued wit 
her Son. — When our Authoreſs 
was diſmiſſed by the Dutcheſe, 
ſhe was ſolicited by General 7:d- 
cembe, to paſs ſome Time with 
him at his Country-Seat; but 
ſhe excuſed herſelf by ſaying, 
© That her Love of Solitude was 
improved by a Diſguſt of the 

: World; 
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& World; and fince it was im- 
te poſſible for her to be in Public 
« with Reputation, - ſhe was re- 
ce ſolved to remain concealed," — 
In this Solitude ſhe wrote her 
firſt Tragedy, called the Royal 
Miſchief, which was acted at the 
Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, 
in the Year 1696, —As this Play 
ſucceeded, ſhe received ſuch un- 
bounded Incenſe from Admirers, 
that her Apartment was crowded 
with Men of Wit and Gaiety.— 


This proved, in the. End, very 


fatal to her Virtue ; and ſhe af- 
terwards engaged in Intrigues, 
and was taken into keeping —In 
ker retired Hours, ſhe wrote her 
four Volumes of the Memoirs of 
the New Atalantis, in which ſhe 
was not only very free with her 
own Sex, in her wanton Deſcrip- 
tion of Love Adventures, but alſo 
with the Characters of many 
high and diſtin guiſhed Perſonages, 
Her Father had always been at- 
tached to the Cauſe of Cha. I. 
and ſhe herſelf had a confirmed 
Averſion to the Whig Miniſtry ; 
fo that the Repreſentations of 
many Characters in her Atalantis, 
are nothing elſe but Satires upon 
thoſe, who had hrought about the 
Revolution. — Upon this a War- 
rant was granted, from the Secre- 
tary of State's Office, to ſeize the 
Printer and Publiſher of thoſe 
Volumes.—Mrs. Manley had too 
much Generoſity, to let innocent 
Perſons ſuffer on her Account; 
and therefore voluntarily preſent- 
ed herſelf before the Court of 
King's-Bench, as the Author of 
the Atalantis. — When ſhe was 
examined be fore Lord Sunderland, 
who was then Secretary, he was 
curious to know, from whom ſhe 
got Information of ſome Parti- 
culars, which they imagined to 
de above her own Intelligence.— 
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She replied, with great Humili- 
ty, that ſhe had no Deſign in 
writing, farther than her own 
Amuſement and Diverſion in the 
Country, without intending par- 
ticular Refle&ions and Charac- 


ters; and did aſſure them, that 


nobody was concerned with her. 
When this was not believed, and 
the contrary urged againſt her by 
ſeveral Circumftances, the ſaid, 
then it muſt be by Inſpiration, 
© becauſe, knowing her own In- 
© nocence, ſhe could account for 
& it no other Way,” —The Se- 
cretary replied, that“ Inſpira- 
ce tion uſed to be upon a good 
% Account; but that her Wiit- 
c ings were ſtark nought,” —She 
acknowledged, “ that his Lord- 
e ſhip's Obſervation might be 
«© true ; but, as there were evil 
cc Angels as well as good, that 
& what ſhe had wrote might ſtil} 
ce be by Inſpiration.“ The Con- 
ſequence of this Examination was, 
that Mrs. Manley was cloſe ſhut 
up in a Meſſenger's Houſe, with - 
out being allowed Pen, Ink and 
Paper. — However, her Council 
ſued out her Habeas Corpus, and 
ſhe was admitted to Bail, —Whe- 
ther thoſe in Power were aſhamed 
to bring a Woman to a Trial for 
writing a few amorous Trifles, or 
whether the Laws could not reach 
her, becauſe ſhe had diſguiſed her 
Satire under romantic Names, 
and a feigned Scene of Action, 
ſhe was diſcharged, after ſeveral 
Times expoſing herſelf in Perſon, 


to croſs the Court before the 


Bench of Judges, with her three 


Attendants, the Printer and two 


Publiſhers.—Not long after, a 
total Change of the Miniſtry en- 
ſued, when ſhe lived in high Re- 


putation and Gaiety, and amuſed 


herſelf in writing Poems and 
Letters, and converſing with 
WES Wits, 


| 


— — 1 ˙¹ .wü̃̃⁵ T 


* 


M u 


Wits. -A ſecond Edition of a 


Volume of her Letters was pub · 
liſhed in the Year 1713.—-Lu- 
eius, the firſt Chriſtian King of Bri- 
tain, a Tragedy, was written by 
her, and acted in Drury-Lene, 
in the Vear 1717.—She dedicated 
it to Sir Richard Steele, whom ſhe 
had abuſed in her New Atalantis; 
but was now upon ſuch friendly 
Terms with him, that he wrote 
the Prologue to this Play, as Mr. 
Prior did the Epilogue. —T his, 
with the Tragedy before men- 


tioned, and a Comedy called the 


Loft Lover, or the Fealous Hrſ-. 
band, ated in the Year 1696, 
make up her dramatic Works. — 
She died Fuly the 11th, 1724, 


Monxr zy, Artbur, Eſq; is a 


Native of Ireland, was bred to 
Bufineſs, and was ſome Time 
employed in a Compting- Houſe 
in the City of London ; but, hav- 
ing a greater Love for the Muſes 
than for Tare and Tret, he ſoon 
removed to the other Side of 


Temple-Bar, and commenced an 
early Acquaintance with the The- 


atres. 

After writing ſome ſmell Pieces 
of Poetry and Dramatic Eſſays, 
he at length reſolved to try his 
Talent as an Actor.— Having the 
Advantage of a very good Figure, 
and being allowed an excellent 
Judge of the Performances of o- 
thers, in that Profeſſion, the 
Managers of Drury-Lane readily 

engaged him, at a genteel Salary. 

But, on the Expiration of the 

firſt Seaſon, not having met with 

all the Succeſs he poſſibly expect- 

ed, in ſome of the principal Cha- 
racters, he thought proper to quit 

the Stage; and then, applying 

himſelf to the Study of the Law, 

| he became a Member of the So- 

ciety of Lincoln's-Inz ; and will 
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probably one Day make a confi. 
derable Figure in that liberal 
Profeſſion.— He remained, hows 
ever, conſtant in his Affection 
for the Muſes, and has hitherto 
choſen to fill up thoſe Intervals 
of Time, in which he was not 
employed in his neceflary Atten- 


dance upon Coke and Littleton, and 


continued to entertain the Public 

with his dramatic Writings ; 

which are as under: 

1, The Apprentice, Farce, of 
two Acts; performed, 
with great Applauſe, at 
the Theatre in Drury - 
Lane, 1756. | 

2, The Upboſfterer, or What 
News ? Farce, of two 

Acts; performed, with 
very great Succefs, at the 
fame Theatre, 1758, 

3. The \Orphan of CHINA. 
Trag. founded on Vol. 
taire s Trag. on the ſame 
Subject; acted with Suc- 

ceſs at the Theatre in 
Drury-Lane, 1759. 

4. The Deſert Than, a Dra- 
matic Poem, in 3 Acts, 
performed at the ſame 
Theatre, with inferior 
Succeſs, 1760. 

5. The Hay to keep him. Com. 
of three Acts, performed 
jointly with the foregoing 
Piece, but with greater 

Approbation; which the 

Author perceiving, en- 
larged the Way to keep 
bim, and extended it to a 
Com. of five Acts, which 
he brought upon the ſame 
Stage, in 1761, with ve- 
ry good Sueceſs. - 

6, All in the Wrang, Com. 

ated at the ſame The- 

atre, with great Succeſs, 
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7. The Old Maid. . Com, in 


two Acts, performed like- 
wiſe at the ſame Houſe, 


in the ſame Seaſon; and 


— 


with no inconſiderable Ap- 

8. The Citizen. Farce, acted 

with tolerable Succeſs, at 

the Theatre Royal in Co- 
vent-Gardeu, 1762, 

Since our firſt Volume was 

printed off, we have been alſo in- 


formed, that Mr. Murphy was 


Author of the Spoxter, or Tripple 
Revenge, a Comic Farce of two 
Acts, never brought on the Stage, 
and probably intended only for 
the Cloſet, — The Monthly Re- 
viewers, in their Account of it, 
obſerve, that the Author has diſ- 
played a good Deal of Wit and 
Humour; and that his Satire is 


chiefly level'd at certain Theatri- 


cal Gentlemen, who are plea- 
ſantly mimicked and rid -d. 
We are therefore convinced, that 
this Piece could not be intended 
to ridicule his own Farce of the 
Atprentice; whatever might be 
the Deſign of another Piece, 
bearing a ſimilar Title, but great- 


Iy inferior to Mr. . Murphy's Per- 


formance. 

This ingenious Gentleman is 
likewiſe Author of thoſe ſpright- 
ly and entertaining Papers, en- 
titled The Craftſman, or Gray's- 
Inn Fournal; which came out 


weekly ; and were reprinted in 


two Pocket Volumes.—He has 
alſo been concerned in ſome Poli- 
tical Controverſies ; and is ſup- 
poſed to have had a principal 
Hand in the famous 7%, a peri- 


odical Paper, which came out in 


Oppoſition to Mr, Pitt's firſt Ad- 
miniſtration.— And the Auditor, 
in Defence of Lord Bute, was the 
Product of Mr. Murphy's Pen.— 


He has, moreover, given the 


PH 

Pubtic a hatidfome —— oo 
Mr. Henry Fielding's Works, 

4to, to which: he has prefixed an 
ingenious and copious Differtation 
on the Life and Writings of that 
witty and humorous Author, 

Pyrr1ys, Mrs, Catherine, was 

the Daughter of Mr, Fowler, 2 
Merchant of London; and was 
born in 1631,—She was educated 
at a Boarding · School in Hackney ; 
where ſhe very early diſtinguiſh- 
ed herſelf for her Skill in Poetry. 
She was married to James Philips, 
of Cardigan, Eſq; and afterwards 
went with the Viſcounteſs of 
Duncannon into Ireland, — She 
tranſlated Corneille's Tragedy of 
Pompey ; which was ſeveral Times 
ated in 1663 and 1664, in 
which laſt Year it was publiſhed. 
She tranſlated alſo the four firſt 
Acts of Horace, another Tragedy 
of Corneille ; the fifth being done 
by Sir Jobn Denbam.— This ami- 
able Lady died of the Small-Pox 
in London, June 22, 1664, to the 
Regret of all who knew her; 
and, among many others, the 
great Coꝛbley, who expreſſed his 
Reſpect for her Memory, by an 
elegant Ode upon her Death.— 
Her Works were printed in Fo- 
lio, under the Title of, © Poems 
« by the moſt deſervedly - admired 
« Mrs. Catherine Philips, the 
ce matchleſs Orinda, 1667, — 
There was likewiſe another Fo- 
lio Edition, in 1678; and, in 
1705, a ſmall Volume of her 
Letters to Sir Charles Cotterel were 
printed, under the Title of © Let» 
«ters from Orinda to Poliarchus ;** 
the Editor of which teils us, that 
* they were the Effect of an 
« happy Intimacy between her- 
« ſelf and the late famous Poli- 
cc archus; and are an admirable 
ec Pattern for the pleaſing Correſ- 


6 pondence of a virtuous Friend- 
6c ſhip, 
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< ſhip..— They will ſufficiently 


ec inſtruct us, how an Intercourſe 


<« of writing between Perſons of 
different Sexes ought to be ma- 
© naged with Delight and Inno- 


© cence; and teach the World 


7 not to load ſuch a Commerce 
* with Cenſure and Detraction, 
© when it is removed at ſuch a 


© Diſtance from even the Ap- 


«& pearance of Guilt,” 

. Trwomyso0N, Rev. Mr. Wil- 
liam, an eſteemed Poet of the 
preſent Age, was bred at the U- 
niverſity of Oxford; where he be- 
came Fellow of Qeen's College. 
The moſt conſiderable of his Per- 
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formances, 1s his Poem, entitled 
Sickneſs ; in five Books, written 
in blank Verſe-—The ingenious 
Author firſt p.oliſhed this Poem 


in Quarto, about the Year 1740; 


and, in 1758, he republiſhed it, 
together with ſeveral other Pieces, 
in an S8vo. Volume; in which 
was included the only dramatic 
Piece he wrote, viz. 
GonDIBERT and BirTHA, 
Trag. taken from Dave- 
nant's Poem of Gondibert ; 
never ated, 
We are not ſure whether this 
Geatleman be yet living or not, 


